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THE  NEW  ENGLANDER. 

Editors,  OEOBOE  P.  FISHEB,  TIMOTHT  DWIOHT, 
WK.  L.  KINGfflLBY. 


The  New  Enqlani>er  is  pnblished  quarterly  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.  For  twenty-seven  years  it  has  been  a  recognized  expo- 
nent and  defender  of  those  views  respecting  politics,  public 
affairs,  education,  social  improvement,  religious  doctrine  and 
life,  which  have  given  character  to  New  England.  It  has,  also, 
from  the  first,  included  in  its  plan  the  discussion  of  questions 
of  public  interest  in  literature,  science,  and  philosophy. 

It  disclaims  allegiance  to  any  party  in  theology  or  politics, 
and  signifies  the  independence  with  v\  hich  it  acts  by  adopting 
as  its  motto  the  Horatian  line  ^^NuUivs  addictms  jura/re  in 
verba  magistrV^ 

The  editors  and  principal  contributors,  from  the  beginning, 
have  been  officers  and  graduates  of  Yale  College.  The  reviews 
and  essays  which  have  found  a  place  on  its  pages  are  among 
the  b^t  fruits  of  that  type  of  tnoiight  and  opinion  which  the 
education  given  at  Yale  is  adapted  to  foster.  In  this  sense,  it 
will  continue  to  represent  the  Institution. 

The  plan  of  the  New  Englander  remains  unchanged.  Du- 
ring the  year  1870,  it  will  continue  to  discuss  as  heretofore  the 
various  questions  of  the  day,  as  they  arise ;  especially  the  na- 
tional finances,  the  acquisition  of  territory,  the  reconstruction 
of  society  at  the  South,  the  true  thjory  of  political  rights,  the 
rightful  functions  of  the  State,  and  its  relation  to  education,  re- 
ligion, and  the  church,  the  proper  sphere  of  legislation  in  re- 
pressing vices  like  intemperance,  and  the  character  of  our  laws 
on  the  subject  of  divorce.  It  will  not  be  inattentive  to  the 
various  assaults  of  rationalism  against  revealed  religion,  or  to 
the  position  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  the  United 
States,  or  to  any  topics  which  have  a  bearing  on  Christian 
Doctrine  or  Christian  Life. 

New  Books  as  they  appear  will  be  examined  in  the  spirit  of 
impartial  but  courceous  criticism,  and  particular  efiorts  will  be 
made  to  render  critical  notices  valuable  for  their  fullness  and 
thoroughness. 

Tlie  New  Englander  is  published  in  January,  April,  July, 
and  October.  Terms  for  1870,  $4  in  advance ;  single  copies, 
$1.  The  complete  set,  comprising  28  Volumes,  with  an  Index 
Volume,  $60. 

WILLIAM  L.  KINaSLEY, 

HEW  WkXYES,  CONN. 
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NEW  ENGLANDEE. 

The  New  Enolandeb  may  be  obtained  of  the  American 
News  Co.,  117. 119,  and  121  Nassau  st,  New  York;  The 
New  En^and  News  Company,  Boston  ;  Crosby  &  Damrell, 
Boston ;  Nichols  &  Noyes,  feoston ;  S.  W.  Barrows,  Hart- 
ford, Conn. ;  Triibner  &  Co.,  London,  England. 

P  R  I  O'E. 

The  price  of  the  New  Enolandex  for  1870  will  be  $4. 
The  pnee  of  a  single  nnmber  will  be  $1. 

P  O  S  T  A  G-  E. 

The  postage  is  nsually  8  cents  per  number  to  any  part  of 
the  United  States.  Occasionally  it  is  4  cents.  It  will  be 
paid  by  each  subscriber  at  the  ofBce  where  it  is  received. 

FRICB  OF  THE  IHDEX  YOLTIKE  IS  FIFTY  CEHT8. 

This  Index  Volume  contains  an  'Index  of  the  Authors  of 
Articles  in  the  first  nineteen  volumes  of  the  New  Enoland- 
£s;  also,  an  Index  of  Topics  discussed;  and  an  Index  of 
Books  noticed  and  reviewed. 


All  coramnnications  relating  to  the  New  Englandeb  may 
be  addressed  to 

W.  L.  KINGSLEY, 
jP^ew  H(weny  Conn. 


Extract  ieom  a  Chioaoo  NrwaFAPBB. 
THE  NEW  ENGLANDER,  Vols.  I-XIX,  1S48  to  1861,  with  an  Index  to  the 

whole.    Also  Vols.  XX-XXIX,  ISea^lSYO.    Price  of  the  entire  work,  109 

nambere  in  sU,  or  28  Vols.,  $60,    Partial  aeta,  laolring  thirty  n ambers,  al- 

most  all  of  the  thirty  being  early  ones,  for  |20.00. 

We  are  particnlar  to  give  the  terms  on  which  the  whole,  or  different  por- 
tions, of  this  invalaable  work  can  be  pnrchased,  beoanse  we  believe  that  nam- 
ben  of  elergymeo,  associations,  libraries,  and  lay  students  of  religious  thought 
and  progress,  would  find  in  these  Tolumes  one  of  the  very  beet  existing  mon- 
unents  of  theological  and  Ohrislian  study  during  the  quarter  of  a  century 
which  their  record  covers.  Probably  no  single  work  so  thoroughly  and  stri- 
kin^7  represents  the  new  life  and  the  best  life  of  our  generation  in  religion. 
What  is  called  **  the  new  school,'*  or  was  thus  called  some  years  since,  the 
broader  and  freer  type  of  orthodoxy,  was  largely  created  by  the  influence 
of  New  Haven  thought  in  theology.  That  influence  has  chiefly  spoken  to  the 
world  at  large  through  the  New  Englander.    Not  that  this  publication  is  now, 
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or  has  been,  tbe  organ  of  any  sect  or  party,  or  a  merely  theological  joumaL 
Just  the  opposite  of  this  has  been,  and  continues  to  be  the  case.  The  pecul- 
iarity of  the  new  school  of  orthodoxy  which  sprang  into  power  with  the  growth 
of  the  influences  represented  in  the  NtM  JSnglander,  was  a  relaxation  of  dog- 
matic rigidity  in  fayor  of  evangelical  life — an  orthodoxy  of  practical  faith 
made  superior  to,  though  not  displacing,  much  leas  abolishing,  mere  orthodoxy 
of  dogma.  The  learned,  able,  liTcly,  and  readable  discussions  which  have  oc- 
cupied these  pages,  have  faced  tbe  present,  rather  than  the  past,  and  borne 
upon  human  conduct  and  charaote/  more  than  upon  the  traditional  problems 
of  the  schools.  There  has  been  no  lack  of  sound  and  strong  thought,  and  no 
real  defect  in  orthodoxy,  but  the  main  point  has  been  to  infuse  all  the  great 
themes  with  spirit  and  life,  and  make  the  dry  bones  live.  Important  practi- 
cal discussions  have  had  a  place,  those  especially  which  bore  upon  national 
issues  ;  and  unusual  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  world  of  men  and  things  as 
it  is  to  day,  especially  to  the  lives  and  the  literature  which  represent  our  beet 
progress.  A  reyiew  of  these  volames  is  looking  into  a  mirror  of  the  great  is- 
sues, in  state  and  church,  of  the  period ;  it  shows  us  the  men,  the  eyents,  the 
books  which  have  filled  the  stage  of  the  generation.  Hence  the  interest  and 
value  of  the  work.  The  last  seven  volumes  form  a  chapter  in  the  higher  his- 
tory of  our  past  which  every  student  of  the  fidth  of  these  last  days,  and  of 
the  future  of  the  nation,  and  of  Christiam  communion,  cannot  but  prize  lar 
beyond  the  cost  at  which  they  can  be  obtained.  The  seyenty-five  numbers 
which  are  to  be  had  for  $25.00  represent  the  last  twenty  years.  They  could 
not  fail  to  be  a  mine  of  rich  information  and  suggestion  to  the  studious  reader. 
To  youDg  clergymen,  especially,  and  to  students  of  theology,  and  to  all  critL 
cal  students  of  religion,  these  volumes  will  give,  we  are  confident,  the  greatest 
satisfaction. 

From  the  Ixdbpbmpent  (Londoit,  £ngland)l 

The  New  Englandet  is  the  not  very  appropriate  or  expressive  title  of  a  quar- 
terly theological  mag^ine  published  at  New  Haven,  U.  S.  It  bears  some  re- 
semblance to  our  own  Contemporary  Review,  and  is  in  literary  quality  equal  to 
it,  while  theologically  it  is  much  more  definite.  It  represents  the  Evange^ 
ical  school,  but  it  is  neither  superficial  nor  spiteful.  It  hits  with  great 
strength  and  seyerity,  but  it  scrupulously  obeys  the  laws  of  combat.  It  is, 
therefore,  interesting  to  read,  and  affords  a  fsir  measure  of  the  influence  likely 
to  be  exerted  by  evangelical  writers  on  scientific  and  historical  subjects.  An 
article  in  the  current  number  on  Professor  Huxley's  Physical  Basis  of  Life  is  ex- 
ceedingly well  written,  and  well  worthy  the  perusal  of  those  who  are  concerned 
with  such  studies.  There  is  also  an  article  on  the  Doctrine  of  Final  Restora- 
tion, a  subject  which  has  excited  much  attention  here  of  late,  and  seems  dea- 
lined  to  sustain  it.  We  recommend  those  who  think  they  can  find  unniversal 
restoration  in  tbe  New  Testament  to  read  this  paper.  There  are  other  artides 
which  we  cannot  enumerate,  but  which  will  interest  the  students  of  Scripture, 
and  which  are  powerfully  directed  against  tbe  forms  of  religious  unbelief  pe- 
culiar to  this  age. 
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Abtiolb  L— the  CHINESE  MIGRATION. 

The  immigration  of  the  Chinese,  now  in  progress,  marks 
an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  world,  as  well  as  of  our  own 
country.  For  the  first  time  since  the  dispersion  of  the  human 
&mily,  over  four  thousand  years  since,  the  two  great  streams 
of  migration,  one  flowing  eastward,  the  other  westward,  after 
belting  the  globe,  now  meet  and  mingle.  What  a  history  has 
each  to  tell  to  the  other?  What  a  freightage  of  experience  has 
each  to  bring  for  common  participation  and  profit?  What 
shall  be  the  hue  and  current  of  the  united  streams,  as  they  now 
flow  on  together  ?  If,  indeed,  it  be  together ;  for  this  is  an 
element  of  the  complex  problem  which  this  great  proyidential 
movement  offers  for  solution  to  every  reflecting  mind.  The 
immediate  preparations  in  history  for  this  event,  the  character- 
istics of  the  two  peoples  that  now  intermingle,  the  condition 
of  the  country  which  they  now  seem  destined  jointly  to 
occupy,  all  are  most  signiflcant  and  suggestive.    They  indi- 
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cate  the  event  as  a  cnlminating  stage  of  hnman    history ; 
they  point  forward  to  a  new  scene  in  the  world's  drama. 

Scarcely  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  passed  since  the  Chinese 
wall  of  sedusiveness,  self-conceit,  and  contemptuous  hate  of 
foreigners  began  to  be  broken  down.  The  iniquitous  opium 
war  with  Great  Britain  resulted  in  the  treaty  of  August 
29th,  1842,  opening  four  ports  additional  to  that  of  Canton  to 
foreign  trade,  which  was-  followed  by  another  treaty  with  the 
United  States  in  1844,  according  still  greater  advantages  than 
had  been  obtained  by  the  British.  This  concession  extorted 
from  the  Chinese  by  the  fear  with  which  the  capture  of  the 
suburbs  of  Canton,  of  Amoy,  and  of  Ningpo,  and  the  irresisti- 
ble progress  of  the  British  force  till  Nanking  was  threatened, 
had  inspired  them,  was  but  the  first  eflEective  blow  against 
this  self-conceit  and  seclusiveness ;  and  was  followed  by  the 
Anglo-French  invasion,  which,  by  a  formidable  demonstration 
before  Peking  itself,  wrung  from  the  Chinese  Emperors  the 
treaties  of  1858  with  the  western  powers.  This  is  the  epoch  of 
the  effectual  breaking  down  of  this  old  barrier  to  progressive 
China.  It  is  the  epoch  of  a  new  impulse  in  the  whole  inte- 
rior life  of  China.  The  lesson  had  been  learned  that  there 
was  a  better  civilization,  more  powerful  governments,  higher 
intelligence,  more  advanced  arts,  higher,  richer  culture  every 
way  among  the  long  despised  barbarians ;  and  the  desire  is 
awakened  not  only  of  a  freer  commerce  with  other  nations, 
but  of  the  introduction  of  the  arts,  the  sciences,  the  culture 
generally  of  the  West.  The  mind  of  China  is  revolutionized. 
A  new  spirit  takes  possession.  In  the  city  of  Peking  itself,  an 
imperial  college,  manned  by  western  scholars  and  teachers,  is 
established  for  the  instruction  of  the  Chinese  in  foreign  science 
and  arts.  The  government  eaters  into  the  circle  of  nations, 
and  under  the  lead  of  an  American  diplomatist  forms  commer- 
cial treaties  of  the  liberal  type  of  the  West  with  all  its  leading 
powers.  The  change  of  the  last  quarter  century  in  Chinese 
ideas,  and  the  consequent  change  in  the  whole  direction  of  its 
pursuits  and  destiny,  is  most  wondrons.  It  is  such  a  renaie- 
sance  as  can  hardly  be  paralleled  in  history.  And  a  most 
noticeable  feature  in  this  wonderful  change  is,  that 'the  people 
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of  the  United  States  seem  to  have  furnislied  the  warmth  and 
the  light  in  which  this  new  life  has  started.  In  every  move- 
ment, even  where  the  British,  or  the  French,  or  the  Russians 
have  been  the  active  instraments  of  change,  the  results  attain- 
ed have  all  borne  a  strikingly  American  character  and  bearing, 
overshadowing  and  ontreaching  all  others.  All  the  move- 
ments of  the  last  twenty-five  years  show  most  clearly  that 
America  is  selected  by  providence  to  be  the  cynosure  of  the 
future  destiny  of  China. 

Exactly  fitting  to  this  providential  preparation  in  China,  is 
the  movement  on  the  western  continent.  The  Mexican  war,  a 
worthy  parallel  of  the  opium  war  in  China,  was  terminated  by 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  in  February  2d,  1848,  and 
its  result  was  the  cession  of  the  Pacific  coast  to  the  United 
States.  The  discovery  of  gold  immediately  after  drew  into 
the  newly  organized  territory  an  immense  migration  from  the 
eastern  coast,  as  well  as  turned  towards  it  Chinese  cupidity 
and  restlessness.  Cities  grew  up  as  by  magic ;  wealth  accu- 
mulated; commerce  flourished;  and,  at  last,  a  continental 
railway  made  the  communion  of  life,  and  interest,  and  hope, 
and  destiny  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  settlements  com- 
plete. 

But  another  strange  event,  more  remarkable  than  all,  was 
most  divinely  ordered  to  prepare  for  the  coniinjc  era.  The 
civil  war  originating  itself  in  that  same  unrighteousness  which 
ever  keeps  human  society  restless,  resulted  in  establishing 
throughout  the  nation  the  principle  of  the  equality  before  the 
law  ot  the  races  of  men.  But  for  this  revolution,  it  is  appar- 
ent the  yellow  race,  like  the  black  and  the  tawny  races, 
could  come  in  to  share  our  political  and  social  destinies  with 
no  pi*omise  of  good  to  them  or  to  us.  Most  gratefully  do  we 
recognize  the  full  and  final  establishment  of  this  eminently 
wise  and  humane  principle,  under  the  orderings  of  an  ever 
watchful  providence,  just  at  this  crisis  of  our  history. 

Kot  les^s  suggestive  and  interesting  are  the  characteristics  of 
the  races  that  now  begin  to  mingle.  They  are  the  two  most 
advanced,  or,  shall  we  say,  least  degenerate  races  of  the  whole 
bnman  family.    The  great  Caucasian  group  is  well  represented 
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by  the  American  people,  predominantly  Anglo-Saxon,  indeed, 
bnt  tempered  by  a  wholesome  infnfiion  of  other  Indo-European 
blood  ;  foremoBt  in  enterprise  and  freshness  of  life,  equally  far 
advanced  at  least  in  all  human  culture,  above  all  most  thor- 
oughly and  vitally  charged  with  the  spirit  of  the  one  highest, 
even  Christian  civilization.  Its  characteristic  principles,  in  a 
word,  are  personal  indepeodence,  and  freedom,  and  responsibili- 
ty ;  popular  sovereignty  ;  the  brotherhood  of  man  ;  and  subjec- 
tion to  Christ.  It  is  the  best  representative  of  the  proper  Christ- 
ian civilization.  The  Chinese,  like  the  Caucasian  group  of  peo- 
ples, has  ever  in  its  migration  moved  along  over  the  same  belt 
of  latitude,  occupying  the  milder  half  of  the  temperate  zone, 
and  has  never  been  subject  to  the  deteriorating  influences  of 
severe  climatic  conditions  that  have  so  reduced  the  brown  and 
the  black  races.  Their  physical  characteristics — stature,  fig- 
ure, facial  features — come  far  nearer  to  the  Caucasian  type  than 
the  other  branches  of  the  human  family.  Their  mental  and 
moral  characterics  are  also  more  closely  approximated  to  the 
higher  Indo-European  standards.  This  closer  affinity  in  phys- 
ical and  moral  condition  makes  the  mingling  of  the  two  races 
less  repulsive  and  more  promising  of  advantage,  while  the 
contrast  that  still  exists  is  such  as  to  interest  more  that  gener- 
ous Christian  philanthropy  which  would  by  the  diffusion  of 
its  own  spirit  elevate  others  to  an  equal  participation  in  its 
blessings.  The  Chinese  are,  relatively  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, wanting  in  the  spirit  of  personal  freedom  and  independ- 
ence ;  they  have  not  risen  to  the  conception  or  the  desire  of 
that  social  order  which  comes  from  personal  elevation  and  the 
hearty  fraternization  of  all  men,  and  through  those  principles 
from  popular  sovereignty ;  they  are  the  faithful  depositaries  of 
that  primeval  social  principle,  the  patriarchal,  and  the  narrow 
circuit  of  the  family  has  never  with  them  enlarged  into  that  of 
the  nation,  much  less  that  of  the  race;  fathers,  ancestors,  ab- 
sorb their  regard,  their  reverence,  their  esteem,  their  care,  not 
brothers  or  neighbors,  not  children  ;  and  their  religious  faith 
and  practice  is  cold,  and  lifeless,  or  worse,  perhaps,  as  it  leaves 
the  religious  nature  to  waste  itself  in  a  low,  degrading  saper- 
stition,  and  gives  no  quickening  impulse  to  morality.  The 
Chinese  mind  needs,  if  it  is  too  religiously  dead  to  crave,  the 
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life  and  warmth,  and  saving  power  of  the  gospel.  These  two 
races,  the  Caucasian  and  Mongolian,  having  had  their  train- 
ing from  the  time  of  the  Dispersion,  alike  under  those  favora- 
ble climatic  conditions  which  have  been  so  salutary  in  pre- 
venting the  degradation  that  has  fallen  upon  the  other  races, 
are  now  the  two  leading  races  in  every  respect — in  spiritual 
elevation,  social  condition,  in  extent  and  numbers.  They, 
together,  number  nearly  nine  tenths  of  the  human  family; 
they  occupy  the  great  part  of  the  temperate  zone.  They  are 
well  represented  in  their  best  types  by  the  English-speaking 
branch  of  the  one,  and  by  the  Chinese  branch  of  the  other. 
They  are  the  destined  heirs  of  the  middle  kingdoms  of  the 
American  and  Asiatic  continents.  There  is  here,  however,  a 
wide  contrast  to  be  taken  into  our  account  in  approaching  the 
problem  before  us.  The  population  of  China  has  already 
well  nigh  reached  its  maximum  of  density.  It  is  writhing 
under  the  distresses  of  repletion.  Starvation,  pestilence,  in- 
fanticide, are  the  prominent  terrible  symptoms  of  this  dis- 
eased condition.  It  must  have  relief  by  depletion.  Our  own 
land,  on  the  contrary,  is  craving  occupancy.  Its  vast  unoccu- 
pied territory,  designed  for  man,  waits  and  desires  his  coming. 
It  is  capacious  enough  to  receive  and  comfortably  maintain 
even  the  hundreds  of  millions  that  overcrowded  Asia  may,  in 
the  next  century,  spare  for  its  relief  and  for  our  advantage. 

Such  are  the  providential  preparatives  for  the  great  move- 
ment which  is  now  beginning.  It  is  at  present  to  be  regarded 
as  a  merely  germinal  movement.  Not'for  what  it  is,  but  for 
what  it  reasonably  promises  to  be,  does  it  attract  our  interest 
and  invite  our  study.  Less  than  two  hundred  thousand 
Chinese  probably  are  now  in  the  country.  They  are  almost 
exclusively  in  the  Pacific  States.  They  are  migrating  to  our 
shores  at  the  rate  of  over  a  thousand  a  month.  One-third  re- 
turn to  lay  their  bones  in  their  ancestral  soil,  or  reettibark,  with 
family,  and  kindred,  and  neighbors,  for  the  new  land  of  hope. 
The  immigrants  are  nearly  all  adult  males.  They  come  for 
employment  and  for  gain,  with  expectation  for  the  most  part 
of  returning  to  enjoy  their  acquisitions  in  their  native  homes. 
They  have  been  chiefly  coolies  or  laborers,  procured  in  China 
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by  labor  brokers,  who  hire  them  for  a  stipulated  employ- 
ment, price,  and  term,  and  contract  their  service  thns  pro- 
cured to  employers  here.  These  employers  know  only  the 
brokers,  so  far  as  the  pay  is  concerned.  The  laborer,  alsoi 
looks  only  to  them  for  his  stipulated  wages.  They  come  igno- 
rant and  indiflFerent  where  their  service  is  to  be  rendered ; 
careful  only  to  get  the  remuneration,  and  to  be  returned  dead 
or  alive  to  their  paternal  home.  Perhaps  one  in  fifty  is  thus 
returned  to  his  family  only  as  a  corpse,  with  the  portion  of  the 
hire  he  has  lived  to  earn.  Chiefly  laborers,  and  pi'essed  at  home 
with  unendurable  poverty,  they  are  yet,  as  we  are  assured 
on  credible  testimony,  universally  educated,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
read  and  write  in  their  own  language.  As  one  studies  their 
faces  while  they  sit  by  fifties  or  hundreds  on  the  construction 
platform  car  of  the  railroad  waiting  for  the  passenger  train  to 
pass,  one  remarks  at  once  a  degree  of  intelligence  decidedly 
above  that  of  like  laborers  on  eastern  works.  Quiet,  patient, 
docile,  courteous,  they  are  yet  cheerful  and  quick  to  take  a 
joke  and  show  a  fondness  for  inoffensive  sport  and  amuse- 
ment. With  less  of  muscle,  they  are  lithe,  and  ready,  and 
persistent,  and  so  are  acceptable  and  profitable  as  laborers  be- 
yond most  others.  More  recently  a  higher  class  have  joined 
in  the  immigration.  Merchants  of  a  high  order,  with  large 
commercial  experience  and  skill,  and  representing  large 
wealth,  have  established  themselves  in  the  Pacific  cities.  The 
Chinese  are  eminently  a  commercial  people,  enterprising,  saga- 
cious, and  commercially  upright.  Some  of  them  in  San  Fran- 
cisco stand  among  the  foremost  in  all  the  qualities  that  fill  oat 
our  ideal  of  an  accomplished  trader. 

The  United  States  law  of  February  19th,  18i82,  humanely 
protects,  so  far,  perhaps,  as  legislation  can,  against  the  atroci- 
ties which  have  characterized  the  Coolie  traffic  to  Peru,  the 
Chincha  Islands,  and  Cuba.  While  permitting  free,  voluntary 
migration,  it  prohibits,  under  heavy  penalties,  the  importation 
of  Chinese  laborers  without  certificate  of  the  free  assent  of  each 
immigrant  given  to  an  American  consul.  If  corrufttion  on 
the  part  of  the  American  officer  in  China  can  be  efiectually 
prevented,  it  is  very  questionable  whether  any  further  attempt 
at  protection  of  this  kind  can  be  made  which  will  not  violate 
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fundamental  principiee  of  personal  liberty,  and  of  commercial 
freedom.* 

It  is  understood  that  contracts  for  laborers  in  large  numbers, 
as  for  instance  it  is  said  five  thousand  for  service  in  South 
Carolina,  five  thousand  for  Louisiana,  have  been  made  and  are 
still  in  negotiation  with  prospect  of  indefinite  increase. 
While  our  domestic  legislation  should  solicitously  protect 
against  any  abuses  to  which  this  vast  system  of  hired  labor 
may  be  liable,  it  is  diflScult  to  see  how  the  negotiations  for  its 
introduction  on  a  large  scale  and  by  professional  middle-men 
ofifend  against  morality  or  philanthropy.  As  for  the  treat- 
ment to  which  they  shall  be  subject  when  here,  the  same  poli- 
cy and  the  same  means  will  obviously  be  required  which  the 
condition  of  the  freedmen  and  of  the  Indians  have  demanded. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Chinese  have  been  subjected  to 
outrages  in  the  Pacific  States  in  legislation,  in  judicial  adminis- 
tration, in  society,  paralleled  only  by  those  endured  by  negroes 
and  Indians  in  the  more  Eastern  States.  But  a  change  for  the 
better  is  now  recognized.  The  fourteenth  amendment  to  the 
federal  constitution  has  annulled  the  State  legislation  which 
excluded  the  Chinese  from  giving  testimony ;  and  now  ^^  the 
equal  protection  of  law"  is  guaranteed  to  every  person  of 
whatever  race  or  color,  and  no  State  ^'  can  deprive  any  person 
of  life,  liberty,  or  property  without  due  process  of  law  "  but 
in  violation  of  this  most  just,  most  humane,  and  most  timely 
ordinance  of  the  national  will.  The  working  of  the  fifteenth 
amendment  wht*n  adopted  will  still  further  tend  to  the  com- 
plete elevation  of  these  oppressed  races  within  our  territory 
to  an  equal  participation  in  all  our  civil  and  political  rights 
and  privileges.  The  influx  of  men  of  high  social  standing, 
men  of  !btelligence,  culture,  wealth,  is  fast  turning  contempt 
into  respect;  and  interest  too  is  dictating  a  more  humane 
and  liberal  policy.  The  brutal  treatment  dealt  out  to  the 
Chinese  heretofore  has  worked,  we  think,  as  a  happy  provi- 
dential check  to  a  too  rapid  immigration.    This  check  re* 


*  We  notice  that  Seofttor  WUIiams  bae  introduced  ft  bUl  into  the  United 
SUtet  Senate,  prohibiting  all  importatioDB  of  Chinese  under  contracts  of  serrice 
There  is  danger  in  snch  leg^iation  of  trespassing  on  higher  principles. 
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moved,  we  may  assuredly  expect  that  the  immigration  will  be 
greatly  increased.  It  is  difficult  indeed  to  imagine  a  limit  to 
the  extent  of  this  movement.  China  can  easily  spare,  without 
disadvantage,  tens  of  millions  of  its  crowded  population  with- 
in the  next  decade.  With  assurance  of  employment  and  pro- 
tection, and  with  provision  of  means  of  transportation,  such 
a  flood  of  immigration  would  be  by  no  means  improbable. 
But  the  same  providential  control,  which  has  so  conspicuously 
determined  the  past  in  reference  to  the  time  and  extent  of  the 
migration  will,  beyond  a  doubt,  still  shape  this  movement  as 
to  mode  and  degree  to  the  best  results.  This  fact,  however, 
we  do  well  to  set  distinctly  before  our  view,  that  the  flood- 
gates to  a  well  nigh  measureless  heathen  migration  are  opened 
upon  ns.  Only  the  want  of  facilities  of  transportation  and 
of  means  of  subsistence  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  check 
or  confine  it.  It  is  too  late  in  human  history  to  think  of  pro- 
hibitory legislation;  and  prevention  by  social  abuse  the 
Christianity  of  our  day  will  not  allow.  Of  these  four  or  five 
hundred  millions  of  pinched  and  famished  and  uneasy  people, 
is  it  extravagant  to  suppose  that  a  number  equivalent  to  a 
fourth  or  a  tenth  of  its  annual  increase  should  avail  themselves 
of  an  outlet  and  a  proflfered  home  of  abundance  ?  The  Chi- 
nese, let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  have  little  notion  of  nationality, 
little  love  of  country ;  they  are  still  in  the  patriarchal,  tribid 
stage  of  development.  Family  ties  are  the  dominant  ones. 
When  homes  can  be  established  in  America  to  which  ancestral 
remains  can  be  securely  gathered,  and  about  which  capabilities 
can  be  easily  acquired  for  settling  the  natural  family  increase, 
and  the  characteristic  passion  and  ambition  of  the  Chinese 
are  thus  promised  fullest  gratification,  the  check  to  migra- 
tion will  not  be  from  behind.  Ships  in  plenty,  means  to  pay 
the  passage  charges,  open  and  inviting  domiciles  here, — in  the 
want  of  these  must  be  found  the  chief  or  only  hindrances. 
Koopmanschaaps  enough  will  rise  up  to  supply  these  wants  just 
so  fast  as  the  brokerage  will  pay  ;  just  so  fast  in  other  words 
as  the  demand  for  labor  of  the  kind  and  cost  which  this  sup- 
ply furnishes  shall  manifest  itself  in  this  country.  And  this 
brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  fifst  of  these  several 
problems  which  this  epoch  in  our  history  is  presenting  to  us. 
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and  which  we  wish  in  the  conclnsion  of  this  Article  to  Buggest, 
in  order  that  the  reflecting  and  considerate  philanthropist  and  / 
Christian  may  more  intelligently  interpret  the  particular  facts 
hearing  on   this  subject,   which  the  immediate  future  will 
from  day  to  day  and  from  month  to  month  reveal  to  us. 

The  first  of  these  problems,  a  fundamental  one  in  some  re- 
spects, is  the  industrial  or  eoonomicaZ  problem.  The  fitness 
of  the  Chinese  to  meet  our  industrial  wants,  tha  extent  of 
these  wants,  and  the  checks  against  an  over-supply — against 
a  pernicious  glut  in  the  market — are  the  three  points  of  lead- 
ing importance  in  the  solution  of  this  problem. 

The  Chinese,  then,  are  in  general  well  fitted  to  meet  our 
present  industrial  condition.  They  have  been  proved  to  be 
admirably  fitted  to  the  lighter  labor  of  the  household, — neat, 
trustworthy,  ready,  proverbially  economical,  careful  of  their 
employers'  interest  as  of  their  own, — in  short,  the  very  best 
class  of  domestics.  They  have  been  proved  to  bo  efficient 
laborers  in  the  heavy  work  of  constructing  and  repairing  rail- 
roads, of  sinking  mines,  and  clearing  forests,  equal  to  any 
heavy  labor  that  should  be  put  on  human  shoulders.  The 
construction  of  the  Pacific  railroad  has  shown  their  superiority 
here  to  those  of  any  other  nation.  In  mining  too,  the  patient, 
economical,  persistent  Chinaman  works  out  large  returns  from 
mines  which  the  unstable,  wasteful,  impatient  white  quits  in 
desperate  disgust.  -In  agricultural  employments,  they  bring 
an  experience,  with  their  capacity  for  manual  labor,  that  pro- 
mises the  best  results  in  general  tillage,  by  their  economy  of 
manures,  and  their  careful  attention  to  the  details  of  culture 
as  varied  by  the  season,  atmospheric  changes,  and  vegetable 
growth  ;  and  in  the  special  production  of  silk,  of  tea,  and  of 
the  smaller  fruits.  The  introduction  of  Chinese  husbandry 
into  our  agricultural  pursuits  can  hardly  fail  of  great  advan-  ' 
tage.  In  factories,  they  have  been  found  to  be  equally  desi- 
rable, rendering  enterprises  that  were  just  failing  from  unpro- 
ductiveness, profitable  and  successful.  As  clerks,  also,  in  all 
the  diversities  of  commercial  and  financial  industry  they  have 
been  proved  to  be  accurate,  attentive,  quick,  and  faithful. 
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The  existing  demands  for  labor  in  our  country  can  hardly 
be  over-estimated,  even  if  regarded  in  the  same  light  in  which 
the  all- wise  providence  of  God  seems  to  have  viewed  this  whole 
matter  of  the  settlement  of  onr  western  world,  that  may  seem 
to  us  so  tardy.  There  are  wants  that  are  felt  to  be  immedi- 
ately pressing ;  and  this  felt  pressure  is  the  providential  moni- 
tion that  the  time  for  supplying  it  has  come.  Labor  generally 
on  the  Pacific  coast  is  enormously  high,  and  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  prices  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  especially 
other  parts  of  the  world.  Domestic  labor  in  San  Francisco 
receives  several  times  the  amount  of  compensation  yielded  it 
in  the  Atlantic  cities.  So  labor  in  the  field,  in  mines,  or 
railroads,  in  factories,  is  most  disproportinately  expensive. 
Tlie  fact  shows  a  scarcity ;  it  is  a  providential  call  for  supply. 
Then  there  is  a  continent  to  be  subd|ied  to  man.  A  belt 
extending  across  the  entire  breadth  of  our  country  from  Korth 
to  South  for  near  a  thousand  miles  beyond  the  still  unoccupied 
lands  of  the  great  Missouri  valley,  remains  a  sterile  wilderness 
yet  to  be  reclaimed  to  the  occupancy  and  improvement  of  man. 
The  Mormon  migration,  which  itself  is  to  be  reckoned  among 
the  remarkable  providences  of  the  times,  has  shown  at  once 
how  practicable  and  how  desirable  it  is  that  all  those  now 
barren  plains  within  the  reach  of  irrigation  and  with  a  tem- 
perature favorable  for  vegetation  should  be  entered  by  the 
patient,  inexpensive,  persistent  labor  of  a  Ciiinaman.  All 
along  the  ranges  of  mountains  that  bound  on  the  East  and  on 
the  West  these  immense  plains  reaching  from  the  Mexican  to 
the  British  possessions,  are  inexhaustible  deposits  of  the 
precious  and  of  the  baser  metals  requiring  to  be  taken  out 
and  refined  for  use.  These  valleys  also  are  to  be  traversed  by 
railways.  Here  are  three  difierent  fields  well  nigh  limitless 
in  extent,  now  open  and  calling  for  cultivation  which  none 
but  toreign  labor  can  enter  and  fill.  Then  there  are  the  lesser 
fields,  yet  immense,  open  to  labor  from  abroad,  and  clamor- 
ously seeking  it  in  our  Southern  plantations  and  our  Western 
valleys.  The  providentially  ordained  equilibrium  of  labor  is 
far  from  being  reached ;  and  there  must  be  movement  till  it  is 
fully  established. 
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What  shall  check  the  rushing  of  the  ample  snpply  to  meet 
this  vast  demand  ?  It  is  to  be  found  mainly  in  the  providen- 
tially-ordained friction  incident  to  every  social  as  to  every 
physical  movement.  The  experience  which  is  derived  from 
the  migration  to  the  Indian  Archipelago,  and  also  to  our  own 
shores,  sufficiently  demonstrates  that  this  movement  must  be 
slow  and  gradual.  Time  is  necessary  to  convey  the  requisite 
information  to  the  future  emigrant,  to  effect  what  is  necessary 
for  his  breaking  up  and  removal,  to  provide  means  and  facili- 
ties of  passage,  to  negotiate  places  of  employment,  to  prepare 
fields  for  labor.  There  is  a  friction  all  along  the  course  check- 
ing all  impetuous  movement.  The  simple  fact  that  labor  of 
all  kinds  in  California,  where,  as  we  should  naturally  suppose, 
first  supplies  must  be  arrested,  is  now  at  a  higher  price  than 
in  the  Eastern  States,  is  most  significant  in  regard  to  the  rate 
of  progress  which  this  movement,  although  in  truth  at  present 
only  germinal,  is  likely  to  make.  But  slowly,  and  in  a  steadi- 
ly increasing  ratio,  we  may  reasonably  and  hopefully  expect 
to  see'this  immense  demand  for  labor  supplied  from  this  ample 
source.  The  resistance  that  is  here  and  there  presented  to  this 
supply  is  futile  as  it  is  narrow-minded  and  selfish.  The  abuses 
heaped  on  the  unprotected  stranger,  the  strikes,  incendiarisms, 
and  other  outbursts  of  revenge  on  employers,  have  thus  far 
only  reacted  on  the  silly  perpetrators.  In  railroad  labor,  the 
battle  has  been  fought  and  apparently  ended.  In  the  mines, 
the  strife  is  still  in  progress.  But  the  issue  is  certain.  Here 
and  there  John  Chinaman  slips  in  and  quickly  does  the  meaner 
work — becomes  the  servant  of  servants  ;  and  the  spirit  of  exclu- 
siveness  is  ftppeased  in  the  gratification  of  the  passions  of  pride 
and  mastery.  The  wedge  once  entered,  resistance  lessens, 
while  the  driving  force  ever  increases.  Elsewhere  capital  as- 
serts its  independence ;  it  discharges  intractable  workmen  or 
stops  operations  to  drive  them  away;  overawes  by  demonstra- 
tions of  moral  or  of  physical  strength ;  in  one  way  or  another 
works  its  sure  way  to  the  most  advantageous  modes  of  pro- 
moting its  enterprises.  The  opposition  to  the  influx  of  human 
labor  is  as  unreasonable  as  that  to  the  introdubtion  of  labor- 
saving  machinery ;  while  besides  it  offends  against  the  broadest 
principles  of  morality  and  philanthropy.    If  the  law  of  our 
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being  is,  work  in  order  to  eat  and  bo  to  live ;  then  to  repel 
from  work  is  to  violate  that  law,  and  is  essentially  homicidal. 
In  this  country,  at  the  present  time,  opposition  to  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  labor  is  in  the  worst  form  of  the  dog-in-the- 
manger  spirit.  It  is  too  brutish  to  succeed;  and  is  suffered 
in  providence  only  as  a  part  of  that  needful  friction  in  moder- 
ating the  impetuosities  incident  to  all  great  movements  among 
men. 

A  second  problem  which  this  migration  presents  to  our  con- 
sideration is  ^A^^ZeVioo/^^J^m.  As  already  indicated,  the 
era  of  this  migration  is  most  providentially  ordained  to  be 
that  of  the  settlement  of  those  great  principles  of  equality 
before  the  law,  both  civilly  and  politically,  asserted  in  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  amendments  to  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. It  will  be  most  interesting  to  the  reflecting  to  watch  the 
phases  of  the  application  of  these  principles  to  each  of  the 
three  colored  races,  to  which  they  have  a  more  special  refer- 
ence. That  there,  will  be  resistance  in  divers  ways  in  the  in- 
terest of  demagogues  and  of  political  partisanship,  combined 
with  whatever  help  can  be  borrowed  from  the  interests  of 
labor  and  of  irreligion  and  even  of  theory  and  speculation,  is 
to  be  expected.  It  will  be  the  imperative  duty  of  every  patriot 
and  philanthropist  to  watch  with  unceasing  vigilance  every 
demonstration  of  this  resistance,  to  guard  against  it,  and  to 
overcome  it  to  the  full  protection  of  those  for  whose  benefit 
these  wise  and  beneficent  ordinances  were  designed.  Let  it  be 
met  in  every  form  with  a  wise  but  prompt  and  earnest  repro- 
bation. 

There  will  obviously  be  two  stages  in  the  working  out  of 
this  problem.  The  first  is  the  stage  of  weakness,  when  some 
interest  of  selfishness,  of  trade,  of  labor,  of  party,  or  of  creed, 
will  seek  to  overwhelm  and  crush  and  enslave.  Its  cry  will 
be  natural  inferiority  and  providential  destination  to  servitude  ; 
and  ignorance  and  moral  weakness,  as  well  as  physical  inferior- 
ities, will  be  pleaded,  as  also  the  alleged  unfitness  for  political 
rights  and  privileges  and  the  danger  from  allowing  suflFrage  to 
such  a  mass  of  ignorant  foreigners.  We  have  become  too  fa- 
miliar with  these  kinds  of  clamor  to  be  much  intimidated  or 
moved  by  them.    It  will  suffice  here  merely  to  throw  out  the 
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saggeetioQ  that,  although  natnralization  and  citizenship,  under 
the  fifteenth  amendment,  are  to  be  guaranteed  alike  to  all 
persons,  of  whatever  race  or  color  and  in  whichever  of  the 
States  or  Territories  of  the  Union,  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
ditions, citizenship  comes  only  bj  the. gradual  process  of  birth 
and  growth  under  our  own  institutions,  and  naturalization 
only  under  the  safeguards  of  federal  legislation.  It  is  a  most 
suggestive  fact  to  be  brought  to  mind  in  this  connection,  that, 
although  by  the  unrighteous  discriminations  of  California 
statute  law,  the  Chinaman  is  taxed  oppressively  in  bis  mining 
products  so  long  as  he  remains  not  naturalized  or  forbears  to 
declare  his  intentions  to  become  naturalized,  not  an  instance 
is  known  of  an  eflfbrt  to  escape  the  tax  in  this  easy  way. 
There  is  no  danger,  then,  now  imminent,  of  our  political  desti- 
nies being  swayed  by  a  sudden  incursion  of  Chinese  voters. 

The  second  stage  will  be  that  of  power,  when,  as  in  our 
Eastern  cities,  suffrage  that  may  be  clannish  can  be  corruptly 
bargained  for  political  ends.  That  this  danger  is  real,  although 
distant,  must  be  confessed.  It  should  keep  us  vigilant  and  on 
the  alert.  The  preventives  must  be  found  in  the  diffusion,  so 
far  as  practicable,  of  the  foreign  element  among  the  proper 
American  communities.  The  separation  into  distinct  quarters 
in  cities,  into  distinct  villages  and  districts,  is  to  be  deprecated ; 
and  the  tendencies  in  this  direction  are  to  be  arrested  or 
checked.  Free  labor  and  employment  in  all  the  various  depart- 
ments of  our  industry  will  be  a  great  hindrance  to  this  grega- 
rious tendency.  Then  sympathy,  free  inter-comraunication  in 
all  the  channels  of  social  intercourse,  education,  religious  teach- 
ing, are  obvious  moral  protectives  against  this  apprehended 
evil.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  every  American  citizen  to  seek 
to  Americanize,  as  of  every  servant  of  Christ  to  seek  to  Chris- 
tianize them. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  what  we  have  stated  before,  that  the 
Chinese  mind  is  yet  in  all  its  habits  of  thought,  and  feeling, 
and  acting,  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  proper  patriarchal  or 
tribal  sentiment.  It  has  not  yet  developed  itself  into  the 
proper  spirit  of  nationality.  It  is  in  this  respect  ages  behind 
the  spirit  of  the  Caucasian  race.  It  will  require  time  to  grow 
up  into  this  stage  of  human  development.    It  will  be  slow  to 
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enter  into  our  political  movemer^te  and  to  participate  in  the 
control  and  management  of  our  interests  as  a  nation.  As  al- 
ready intimated,  it  has  no  aspiration  in  this  direction.  The 
enlargement,  it  is  trne,  may  possibly  come  quickly.  With 
them  the  prophecy  may  be  fulfilled  that  nations  slmll  be  born 
in  a  day.  This  bnrsting  of  the  shell,  this  emergence  from  the 
family  or  tribal  condition  into  that  of  a  fnll  nationality,  in 
whatever  way,  at  whatever  speed,  by  whatever  influences,  with 
whatever  modifications,  will  be  matter  for  close  study,  as  of 
rich  instruction.  It  invites  our  vigilant  and  our  docile  con- 
templation. The  extreme  conservatism  of  the  Chinese,  their 
love  of  antiquity,  and  their  tenacity  of  the  old  and  traditional, 
have,  with  their  self  conceit  and  contempt  of  other  peoples, 
received  a  heavy,  perhaps  fatal  blow  in  the  collision  of  the  last 
thirty  years  with  the  West.  The  Burlingame  treaties  have 
ushered  China  into  the  family  of  nations.  The  spirit  of  the 
West  has  penetrated  to  the  very  heart  of  the  empire.  Peking 
has,  within  the  last  few  weeks,  received  back  to  its  new  Impe- 
rial College  for  Western  Literature  and  Science,  a  representa- 
tive of  American  learning  and  philanthrophy — we  refer  to 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  P.  Martin,  a  contribut  r  of  two  Articles  on 
China  to  the  last  volume  of  this  jounial — with  a  significant 
warmth  of  welcome.  The  progress  towards  a  proper  cosmo- 
politan sentiment  has  been  marvelous  during  the  last  few 
years,  and  prepares  us  for  almost  any  development  in  the  fu- 
ture, however  rapid.  But  we  have  no  sympathy  with  late 
British  croakings  that  are  foreboding  disintegration  from  the 
introduction  among  us  of  this  unwieldy  mass  of  ignorance  and 
barbarism.  If  it  does  not  assimilate  itself  to  our  political  insti- 
tutions, then  our  politics  will  not  be  vitiated  by  their  being  with- 
in our  territory  any  more  than  by  the  importation  of  so  many 
cattle.  If  the  spirit  of  family  enlarges  into  the  proper  feeling 
of  nationality,  it  will  be  because  their  minds  have  been  ex- 
panded and  liberalized,  and  so  prepared  to  participate  in  our 
political  life.  There  is  no  central  power,  as  in  the  Romish 
priesthood,  to  unify  their  political  action,  and  thus  make  them 
a  serviceable  tool  of  party ;  and  so  far,  at  least,  there  is  leeg 
ground  of  apprehension. 
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The  third  problem  which  offers  itself  for  solution  in  the 
study  of  this  migration,  is  the  moral  and  rdigums  prob- 
lem. What  is  to  be  the  result,  if  there  are  to  be  poured  in 
upon  us,  as  is  possible  if  not  probable,  millions  of  heathens, 
with  their  low  morality  and  their  idolatrous  religion?  To  an- 
swer this  question  satisfactorily,  we  must  know  the  character 
and  working  of  Chinese  morality  and  religion,  and  must 
weigh  in  comparison  with  it  the  power  of  a  pure,  active 
Christianity,  as  the  two  come  in  contact.  Chinese  morality  is 
heathen,  and  is  of  a  lamentably  low  degree,  as  measured  by  a 
Christian  standard.  It  is  yet  high,  as  compared  with  that  of 
most  heathen  peoples.  Chinese  immorality  is  not  of  the 
coarser,  more  brutal  kind.  The  Chinese  are  courteous  in 
manners,  peaceable  and  orderly,  patient  of  injury,  and  sub- 
missive to  authority.  They  are  kind  in  their  household  life. 
Even  the  infanticide  that  prevails  is  not  from  any  brutal  in- 
stincts, but  originates  only  in  the  driving  necessity  of  want; 
and  the  concubinage  that  is  equally  prevalent  is  of  the  old  pa- 
triarchal type,  rather  than  of  the  low  harem  pattern  of  the  Turk. 
The  sacreduess  of  the  proper  family  life  is  maintained ;  and 
this  fountain  of  personal  and  social  virtue  is  kept  for  a  heathen 
community  comparatively  pure.  Filial  duty  is  inculcated 
with  great  assiduity,  and  the  fruit  is  seen  in  the  universal  re- 
spect shown  to  parents  and  superiors,  and  the  care  which  even 
the  aged  and  the  infirm  ever  receive.  Cupidity  is  a  universal 
trait.  It  leads  to  gambling,  which  everywhere  prevails;  it 
runs,  also,  into  trade,  and  makes  the  Chinese  an  intensely  com- 
mercial people.  Hence  their  fondness  for  such  pursuits  as  fish- 
ing and  mining;  and  their  readiness  for  anj'  trading  adven- 
ture. They  are  superstitious,  and  especially  afraid  of  evil 
spirits,  against  whose  machinations  they  employ  all  the  arts 
and  devices  of  heathenism.  They  have  but  the  faintest  notion 
of  a  supreme  Ood,  the  old  worship  of  Shangte  as  the  creator 
of  all  things  having  fallen  away.  Confucius  never  inculcated 
any  duty  to  any  power  higher  than  that  of  the  head  of  the 
family  or  of  the  State.  Tauism  and  Buddhism  enter  into  the 
religion  of  the  Chinese  as  a  people  only  as  by  their  divers  spe- 
cific teachings  they  cater  to  the  underlying  superstition  that  is 
characteristic.    The  real  religion  of  tlie  Chinese  is  confined  to 
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the  worship  of  ancestors  and  heroes  and  of  those  spirits  or 
agencies  which  may  bring  good  or  inflict  evil.  Their  morality 
and  their  religion  alike  are  grounded  not  in  a  love  of  truth  as 
truth,  but  in  a  desire  of  good  or  fear  of  evil.  They  are  not 
skeptical,  for  they  do  not  apply  reason  to  matters  of  religion, 
even  in  the  way  of  speculation  ;  they  are  indifferent  as  to 
creeds.  They  crave  good :  and  what  meets  this  want,  even 
their  conservatism  will  not  reject.  Buddhism,  although  im- 
ported, they  embraced  without  reluctance. 

Such  a  condition  certainly  is  not  forbidding  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  Christian  ideas.  The  family  sentiment  is  a  good  soil 
in  which  to  root  evangelical  theism.  The  promises  of  the  gos- 
pel meet  their  cravings  for  good.  The  revolution  of  the  last 
quarter  century  in  the  feeling  towards  foreigners,  the  awaken- 
ing of  a  desire  for  Western  learning  and  Western  culture,  are 
auspicious.  The  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  to 
evangelize  the  Chinese  in  San  Francisco  and  other  Pacific 
cities,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  is  most  encouraging. 
The  practical  solution  of  this  problem,  it  would  seem,  will  de- 
pend not  on  any  untowardness  of  the  Chinese  mind  for  receiv- 
ing the  gospel,  but  on  tlie  wisdom,  the  fidelity,  and  the  zeal 
of  American  Christianity.  Let  the  inhuman  oppression  which 
has  characterized  some  of  the  legislation  of  the  Pacific  States, 
and  the  brutal  treatment  dealt  out  to  the  unprotected  for- 
eigner by  the  insolent  and  rude  under  the  sanction  and  with 
the  countenance  of  such  legislation,  give  place  to  humane  and 
equal  laws,  and  to  kind,  courteous  demeanor  on  the  part  of 
the  white  population ;  let  the  narrow-souled  selfishness  that 
would  exclude  them  from  our  industries  and  arts  be  put  away; 
let  the  tendency  to  settle  in  districts  by  themselves  be  arrested 
by  this  change  of  treatment ;  and  so  make  the  flood  of  migra- 
tion diffuse  itself  into  our  families,  our  factories,  our  mining 
camps,  meeting  everywhere  a  kind,  humane,  Christian  spirit ; 
let  a  wise  but  earnest  missionary  work  be  begun  and  energeti- 
cally sustained  in  the  form  of  Sunday  Schools,  itinerant  mis- 
sionaries, and  caste-discarding  churches,  and  we  have  little  to 
fear.  The  issue  is  plainly  left  to  the  determination  of  the 
practical  Christianity  of  our  land  and  age. 

The  call  to  this  evangelical  labor,  we  are  happy  to  see,  has 
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beeu  heeded ;  and  already  the  American  Missionary  ABsocia- 
tioo,  which  has  received  so  good  a  training  in  its  great  work 
for  the  freedmen,  and  at  the  same  time  such  rich  enconrage- 
ment,  has  adopted  this  field  of  Christian  effort,  with  a  defer- 
mined  purpose.  The  American  Home  Missionary  Society, 
also,  has  assnmed  a  promising  work  in  the  same  direction. 
Let  these  and  all  similar  efforts  be  seconded  by  a  steady  Chris- 
tian support,  and  we  need  not  fear  to  have  our  eyes  shocked 
by  Jo^h  templee  or  idolatrous  rites  in  onr  free  but,  we 
tmsti  ever  to  remain  predominantly  Christian  land. 

The  fourth  problem  brought  to  us  by  this  migration,  in  its 
peculiar  character  and  promise,  is  the  ethnological  problem. 
Ethnology  as  a  science  can  have  no  valid  and  sutBcient  basis 
except  in  the  principle  of  the  common  origin  and  destiny  of 
mankind.  It  must  found  itself  on  a  singleness  of  nature ; 
aod  its  races,  whether  three  or  four  or  five  or  eleven  or  sixty, 
must  be  varieties,  not  species.  Neither  color  nor  size  of  skull 
nor  facial  angle  nor  habitation  nor  condition  nor  language,  nor 
any  or  all  combined,  are  sufiicient  to  justify  generic  or  specific 
difference.  Of  one  blood,  of  one  paternity,  even  divine,  the 
breath  of  God  in  body  of  clay  being  the  one  characteristic, 
men  are  for  one — even  for  God  of  whom  man  is.  His  destiny 
as  a  race  is  to  become  God-like.  The  ultimate  unification  of 
the  race  can  be  only  in  universal  conformity  to  the  one  high- 
est standard  of  hnman  perfection  in  character  and  in  condi- 
tion. This  ideal  of  character  we  assume  to  be  that  given  us 
in  Christ — the  son  of  God,  the  son  of  man  ;  and  this  ideal  of 
condition  is  the  subjection  of  nature  to  the  uses  .of  man  ;  the 
true  brotherhood  of  the  race  realized  in  domestic  affection,  in 
social  sympathy  and  beneficence,  in  political  equality  and  free- 
dom, in  cosmopolitan  liberality  and  courtesy ;  and,  the  crown 
and  seal  of  till,  the  reciprocated  love  of  God  in  Christ — devo- 
tion to  Him  in  service,  trust,  and  love,  with  the  fullness  of 
His  favor  streaming  back  into  all  the  currents  of  experience, 
gladdering  and  perfecting  all.  This,  we  maintain,  must  be 
the  introduction  and  the  conclusion  in  any  valid  exposition  of 
ethnological  science — one  origin,  one  nature,  one  destiny  for 
man,  as  the  o&pring  of  God  and   the  redeemed  of  Christ. 

VOT..  x-ix.  2 
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And  the  body  of  the  Bcience  must  necessarily  be  the  condition 
of  the  races,  in  their  dispersion;  their  departure  In  individ- 
uals or  varieties  from  the  primitive  type ;  the  modifications  in 
condition  and  destiny  through  personal  freedom  or  determin- 
ing influences  of  society  or  of  situation ;  the  stages  of  pro- 
gress, also,  in  the  redemptive  recovery  and  restoration  to  the 
primitive  blessedness  of  perfect  communion  and  fellowship 
with  God. 

We  have  recognized  the  Chinese  immigration  as  marking 
an  e[»och  in  human  history.  The  period  of  the  dispersion  and 
the  attendant  confusion  of  tongues  has  now  ended.  The  provi- 
dential ends  of  that  dispersion  and  confusion  have  been  at- 
tained. The  human  race  has  diversified  itself  to  the  utmost 
limits  allowed  by  its  essential  nature  and  the  earthly  condition 
to  whicli  it  is  subject.  One  step  lower  in  deterioration  than 
the  Hottentot  and  Esquimaux  would  take  it  out  of  the  realm 
of  humanity  into  the  brutal.  Tlie  redemptive  power  of  the 
gospel  can  now  reveal  itself  in  its  work  on  the  most  widely- 
diversified  character  and  condition  possible  or  conceivable. 
It  can  prove  its  power  to  "  save  to  the  uttermost ; "  to  **gather 
into  one  all  things  in  Christ." 

The  earth  has  been  compassed,  and  its  remotest  bonnds 
have  been  touched  by  the  scattering  tribes  and  families  of 
man.  The  period  of  the  scattering  has  passed.  Tlie  era  of 
reunion  is  signalized  in  the  landing  on  our  Western  shores  of 
the  great  eastward  migration.  It  symbolizes  the  moral  re- 
union of  the  one  human  family.  The  characters  of  providen- 
tial design  and  ordering  are  so  manifold,  so  clear  and  signifi- 
cant, that  we  cannot  hesitate  in  our  conclusion.  The  world  of 
man  begins  its  return  homeward  from  its  long  scattering ;  and 
the  voice  of  prophecy  sent  up  from  all  the  developments  of 
passing  history  is  that  Jestis,  who  died  for  this  end,  is  now,  in 
a  sense  new  and  emphatic,  "gathering  together  in  one  the 
children  of  God  that  were  scattered  abroad."  The  most  mar- 
velous workings  of  divine  providence  in  preparing  our  own 
land  and  nation,  as  already  referred  to,  and  also  in  preparing 
the  Chinese  people  for  this  era  during  the  last  half  centnry, 
and  especially  the  last  quarter  century,  can  have  hot  one  in- 
terpretation.   China,  already  in  its  very  birth-progress  into  a 
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true  nationality,  is  waiting  and  ready  for  the  higher,  broader 
Bpiritnal  regeneration.  The  gospel  has  now  free  course  into 
all  her  broad  territories ;  it  is  glorified  in  the  conversion  of  the 
individual  immigrant  to  its  saving  truth.  The  convert  tnrns 
missionary.  Aheong  carries  back  over  the  waters,  pacific  in  a 
new  sense,  to  his  countrymen  the  saving  creed  he  himself  has 
received ;  and  among  the  effective  missionaries  of  the  gospel 
to  China  are  doubtless  those  to  be  prominent  who  have  em* 
braced  the  faith  in  their  wanderings  on  our  shores.  The 
immigrant,  so  far  as  received  with  Christian  kindness,  yields 
to  the  Christianizing  influences  to  which  he  is  here  introduced. 
The  testimony  is:  ^'  they  are  gradually,  with  an  unmistakable 
progress,  leaving  the  dress,  language,  food,  and  paganism  of 
China,  and  adopting  [those  that  are]  American  and  Christian." 
The  hopes  of  the  general  evangelization  of  the  Chinese  em- 
pire are  strengthened  by  the  clear  effects  of  this  immigration. 
And  China  evangelized,  the  grand  consummation  will  seem 
to  be  at  hand.  Three-fitlhs  of  the  whole  race  will  then  repre- 
sent the  spread  of  Christianity.  The  hundred  millions  of  In- 
dia are  already  reached  by  Christian  influences.  The  few 
comparatively  scattered  amonis^  the  islands  have  also  received 
the  gospel.  Africa,  hardly  explored,  waits  for  the  divine  law. 
But  the  grand  fact  now  appears  that,  with  the  evangelization 
of  China  is  accomplished  the  general  enlightenment  of  the 
great  part  of  the  race. 

The  physical  fusion  of  the  races,  the  amalgamation  of  the 
several  varieties  of  the  human  family  is  a  part  of  this  ethno- 
logical problem  the  solution  of  which  it  may  be  wise  to  leave 
to  tlie  future.  The  moral  and  religious  harmony  does  not  ne- 
cessarily involve  such  a  fusion  of  blood  *and  family.  What 
time  may  effect  under  the  mollifying,  humanizing  influeuoes 
of  an  enlightened  Christianity  in  wearing  down  differences 
that  now  repel  such  unions,  in  assimilating  complexion,  fea- 
ture, and  general  physical  structure  as  well  as  moral  habits, 
tastes,  and  pursuits,  and  so  unifying  the  varieties  of  the  race 
into  one  indistinguishable  species,  we  need  not  trouble  our- 
selves with  attempts  to  divine.  It  is  enough  to  know  that 
caste  and  Christianity  are  utterly  irreconcilable ;  that,  as  the 
latter  prevails,  the  former  disappears.    The  remotest  shades 
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of  color  will,  in  the  diversifications  of  individnals,  of  families, 
of  neighborhoods,  soften  and  blend,  and  the  lines  of  race  dis- 
tinction, now  so  marked,  will  fade  ont  and  disappear. 

Nor  does  the  ultimate  harmony  of  the  races  at  all  necessari- 
ly imply  that  again,  as  of  old,  all  the  world  shall  be  **  of  one 
lip."    The  highest  ideal  of  a  perfected  humanity  is  a  richly- 
diversified  unity ;  manifold  individual  and  specific  differences 
harmonized  in  a  common  Christianized  manhood.     A  monot- 
ony of  language  and  of  literature,  as  of  art  and  pursuit,  is 
neither  desirable  nor,  under  the  diverse  allotments  of  provi- 
dence and  the  diverse  gifts  of  grace,  attainable.     But  an  inter- 
communication by  speech  which  can  be  reached  at  the  cost 
of  that  exertion  which  is  itself  helpful  or  even  necessary  to 
development,  may  reasonably  be  looked  for.    And  in  this  con- 
nection should  be  noted  the  important  fact  that  the  English 
and  the  Chinese,  while  they  are  by  far  the  most  extensively 
spoken  of  all  the  dialects  among  men,  are  wonderfully  approxi- 
mated to  each  other.     Of  all  inflected  languages,  the  English 
is  most  monosyllabic,  and  at  the  same  time  most  assimilative 
of  foreign  elements ;  to  its  character  in  this  respect  the  mono- 
syllabism  of  the  Chinese  has  made  a  significant  advance  in  ita 
free  admission  of  its  so-called  dissyllabic  **  clam-shell "  forma- 
tions.   What  is  more,  perhaps,  both  languages  observe,  to  an" 
uncommon  degree,  the  logical  order  in  the  structure  of  the  sen- 
tence ;  and  also  admit  most  freely  the  use  of  form-words  to 
denote  the  different  relations  of  thought.     We  recognize  ac- 
cordingly a  linguistic  harmony  which  evinces  the  races  to  be 
of  one  common  nature,  and  in  the  wide  contrast  that  appears 
in  the  different  vocal  symbols  chosen  to  denote  the  objects  of 
thought,  only  the  specialization  which  is  incident  to  all  develop 
ment.    The  parent  of  all  speech,  thought  to  be  communicated, 
is  the  same  in  both  in  its  characteristic  form,  as  to  its  essen- 
tial nature,  as  are  also  the  governing  principles  of  its  expres- 
sion.    "  Pigeon  English"  may  be  the  immature  fruit  of  the 
first  mingling  of  dialect;  but  the  ultimate  result  can  hardly 
be  other  than  the  enriching  of  both  languages  and  of  both 
literatures.     They  are  both  too  fixed  in  character  and  too 
widely  diffused  in   extent   to  admit  essential  corruption  by 
adopting  elements  that  cannot  be  assimilated. 
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Nor  yet  does  thU  final  harmonizing  of  the  races  involve  ne- 
cessarily a  uniformity  in  the  organization  of  political  society 
throaghont  the  nations ;  nor  in  social  institutions  and  manners. 
This  would  be  a  result  incompatible  with  the  manifold  diver* 
sification  which  the  long  scattering  has  occasioned.  The  gen- 
eral harmony  of  this  diverse,  excluding  conceit,  contempt,  and 
hate  between  the  nations,  with  the  practical  recognition  of  the 
noble  sentiment  of  Humboldt,  that  *'  none  are  in  themselves 
nobler  than  others,"  will  be  only  the  richer  by  reason  of  the 
n^anifold  peculiarities  of  pursuit,  and  custom,  of  government| 
and  laws. 

This,  then,  we  regard  as  the  ethnological  significance  and 
interest  attached  to  this  migi*ation.  The  human  family,  at 
first,  one  in  its  origin,  one  in  social  organization — the  patri- 
archal— one  in  language,  with  the  utmost  simplicity  in  pur- 
suits ;  then,  under  the  wise  orderings  of  Providence,  broken 
and  scattered  to  different  abodes  with  consequent  diversities  of 
tongue,  yet  ever  in  families  to  preserve  ever  the  evidence  of 
their  oneness  in  origin,  in  order  that  our  nature  might  cover 
all  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth  and  have  fit  opportunity 
for  the  largest,  richest  diversification ;  now,  at  last,  in  this 
our  day,  the  scattering  and  the  diversification  having  reached 
their  limits,  begins  the  great  harmonizing  of  these  diversified 
developments  which,  when  consummated,  the  race  will  have 
fulfilled  the  destiny  assigned  it.  These  are  the  three  dis- 
tinguishable stages  of  all  vital  progress  and  development : 
first,  the  primeval  simplicity ;  secondly,  the  richest  possible 
diversification ;  and  thirdly,  the  harmonizing  of  this  diverse 
into  the  primitive  oneness,  not  now  simple,  but  rich  in  all  the 
developed  capabilities  of  the  one  nature. 

The  grand  import  and  significancy  of  this  migration  is,  that 
it  marks  the  epoch  of  this  last  stage  of  human  progress.  On 
oar  shores,  in  our  days,  this  change  from  the  diversifying  to 
the  harmonizing,  begins ;  verily,  ''  on  us  the'ends  of  the  worlds 
(dispensations)  have  met."  Harmonizing  is  thus  to  be  the  law 
of  the  coming  ages.  Institutions,  laws,  customs,  arts,  scien- 
ces, languages,  henceforth  must  bow  to  the  sway  of  this  prin- 
ciple, and  be  characterized  by  it. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


22  The  Chinese  Migration.  [Jan., 

Slowly,  almost  imperceptibly  to  the  superficial  study,  will 
the  change  be,  even  as  the  development  of  the  bnd  into  flow- 
er and  subsequent  fruit.  But  the  time  has  come  for  the  fruit- 
formation.  The  time  and  season  of  the  ripening,  it  is  not  ours 
to  know.  But  to  enter  heartily,  intelligently,  with  a  docile, 
obedient  spirit,  into  this  consummation  of  providence  and  of 
grace,  is  our  high  lot  and  privilege. 
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AimcLE  n.— THE    LIFE  OP   A  JESUIT  FATHER   OF 
OUR  OWN  DAY— FATHER  DE  RAVIGNAN. 

The  Life  of  Father  de  Rcmgncm^  of  the  Society  of  Jeans. 
By  Fathbb  t)e  Ponlevoy,  of  the  same  Society.  Translated 
at  St.  Beuno's  Collef^e,  North  Wales.  New  York:  The 
Catholic^Publication  Society,  126  Nassau  Street,  1869. 

Ik  the  new  and  independent  aspect  which  the  French 
BoTnan  Catholic  Charch  has  of  late  assumed,  onr  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  life  of  one  of  those  three  great  Catholic 
preachers  who  in  these  last  years  have  made  the  pulpit  of 
Notre  Dame  in  Paris  so  illustrioas.  We  have  read  this  biog- 
raphy with  great  interest,  although  in  some  respects  it  is 
unsatisfactory.  While  drawn  out  quite  fully  in  detail,  it 
still  has  an  appearance  of  unreality,  like  many  other  Roman 
Catholic,  and,  as  to  that,  Protestant,  religious  biographies. 
We  are  permitted  to  see  much,  but  not  all ;  and  that  which 
we  are  not  allowed  to  see  is  what  contains  the  gist  of  the  mat- 
ter. The  book  professes  to  give  an  account  of  "  the  principles 
of  conduct  and  maxims  of  perfection "  which  governed  thft 
life  and  formed  the  character  of  this  eminent  Jesuit  preacher ; 
and,  as  to  that  character,  judging  from  the  book  itself  (and 
we  do  not  have  at  hand  other  means  of  judgment)  it  was 
assuredly  one  of  concentrated  power,  lofty  aim,  and  extraordi- 
nary, though  austere,  piety. 

Gustavo  Xavier  de  Ravignan  was  born  in  Bayonne,  France, 
Dec.  1, 1795,  of  noble  race.  Some  of  his  ancestors  in  the 
time  of  Henry  IV.  were  Protestants.  His  childhood  was  one 
of  precocious  intelligence  and  gravity.  His  academic  lite  was 
passed  in  Paris ;  and  though  he  was  inclined  to  a  diplomatic 
career,  he  finally  took  up  the  study  of  jurisprudence  as  a  pro- 
fession. While  pursuing  his  studies,  news  came  of  the  land- 
ing of  Napoleon  on  the  coast  of  Provence,  and  he  enlisted  at 
once  in  the  royal  volunteers.  He  received  the  appointment 
of  lieutenant  of  cavalry,  and  participated  in  one  engagement, 
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where  he  behaved  bravely,  but  his  military  career  was  brief; 
he  returned  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  his  vocation,  and 
was  made  coufjselor  of  the  Royal  Court  of  Paris.  While 
pursuing  his  professional  studies,  he  was  a  devout  Oatholic, 
and  belonged  to  a  society  of  young  men  who  met  to  pray 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  One  day,  while  in 
company,  the  Roman  Catholic  religious  orders  were  attacked, 
and  especially  the  Jesuits.  Young  de  Ravignan  immediately 
took  up  the  argument  for  them,  and  exclaimed,  ^'  I  mean  to  be 
a  Jesuit  myself  some  day.^' 

This  intention  he  very  soon  carried  into  execution.  He  had, 
in  the  mean  time,  received  the  important  appointment  of 
Deputy  Procurenr  du  Roi,  and  the  most  brilliant  prospects 
opened  before  him  of  rising  rapidly  to  the  highest  ranks  of  the 
magistracy,  when  suddenly,  in  the  year  1822,  he  entered  the 
Seminary  of  Saint  Sulpice,  at  Issy,  to  prepare  himself  for  the 
career  of  a  religious.  His  mother  and  family  were  tilled  with 
distress  at  this  entire  change  in  all  his  reasonable  and  high 
worldly  prospects,  but  their  almost  passionate  letters  and 
entreaties  could  not  alter  his  resolution.  The  letter  of  M. 
Bellart,  the  Procureur  G6n6ral,  to  his  young  deputy  before  he 
had  taken  the  irrevocable  vows,  is  worthy  of  perusal,  and 
contains  some  truths  put  in  a  strong,  sensible,  and  impressive 
way.  We  should  like  to  quote  the  whole  of  this  excellent  letter. 
He  says:  "  You  are  taking  a  serious  step,  one  which  will  im- 
pose upon  you  the  most  difficult  duties,  mnch  privation 
beyond  the  power  of  man  to  endure,  to  all  which  you  must 
make  up  your  mind  to  bow  your  neck  to-day,  to-morrow,  for 
years,  forever,  your  whole  life  through,  without  murmurs, 
and  above  all  without  regrets.  I  can  understand  courage — 
great  courage — kept  up  for  a  certain  time;  but  there  is  some- 
thing terrible  in  an  engagement  to  renounce  all  to  which  nature 
most  strongly  calls  us.  In  a  moment  of  fervor,  of  enthusiasm, 
our  imagination  sometimes  represents  to  us  as  permanently  as 
posl^ible,  something  which  we  are  enabled  to  do  only  by  virtue 
of  a  present  grace,  and  of  a  strong  determination  which  has 
not  yet  had  time  to  evaporate.  But  if  the  grace  leave  you, 
if  the  determination  prove  no  longer  strong  enough  for  the 
str'jggle — if  it  turn  out,  after  prolonged  endurance,  that  no 
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good  has  been  done  by  the  lengthened  sacrifice  of  all  the 
affections  which  are  intended  to  be  ornaments  of  the  career  of 
a  good  man  who  lives  a  Christian  life,  and  of  all  the  inclina- 
tions created  and  placed  in  us  by  Qt)d,  who  has  given  them  to 
man  on  the  sole  condition  of  yielding  to  them  no  more 
than  His  holy  laws  allow  I  What  if  after  this  long  endurance 
the  result  is  nothing  but  a  fall,  with  risk  of  the  salvation  of 
the  soul !  Consider,  my  dear  Bavignan,  how  disastrous  would 
be  such  an  end,  and  reflect  well  while  it  is  yet  in  your 
power." 

The  Seminary  life  at  Issy  was,  however,  but  an  outer  vesti- 
bnle  to  the  noviciate.  "  The  Abb^  de  Bavio;nan  aimed  at 
complete  self-renouncement ;  he  had  withdrawn  from  the  world 
and  consecrated  himself  to  God,  and  his  heart  still  cried  with 
St.  Francis  Xavier,  ampUua^  ampLiuSy  more,  O  Lord  I  yet 
morel"  He  wrote  of  his  new  vocation  :  "  I  had  some  preju- 
dices against  the  society  of  Jesus.  Pascal,  and  the  traditions 
of  the  Parliaments,  deceived  me  and  many  others ;  and  I  must 
confess  that  the  truth  about  the  Jesuits  came  upon  me  in  some 
sort  against  my  will.  I  have  no  need  to  recount  in  this  place 
by  what  path  it  pleased  divine  Providence  to  lead  me  forward, 
nor  what  interior  struggle  I  went  through  in  my  conscience, 
a  struggle  known  to  God  alone." — "I  was  led  to  thedetermin- 
atif»n  to  become  a  Jesuit  by  the  very  points  which  are  most 
misunderstood,  most  distorted,  and  most  attacked  in  the  Insti- 
tnte  of  the  Society." 

He  entered  the  Jesuit  noviciate  at  Montrouge,  using  these 
words  in  presenting  himself  to  the  Superior:  "  I  am  a  poor 
man  come  to  ask  your  hospitality.  I  have  nothing  but  myself 
to  offer ;  be  good  enough  to  receive  me  for  charity."  He  had 
already  in  his  zeal  taken  the  four  famous  vows  of  the  Jesuit 
order  before  the  canonical  time — viz :  those  of  poverty,  chas- 
tity, obedience,  and  entire  submission  to  the  will  of  the  Pope, 
to  do  and  go  as  he  may  command.  ^^He  made  haste  to  go 
down  into  the  mystic  tomb  where,  as  St.  Paul  expresses  it, 
one  must  put  off  the  old  man  to  put  on  the  new.  He  disap- 
peared as  though  dead ;  and  for  ten  years  the  world  saw  him 
DO  more,  heard  not  his  name,  spoke  not  of  him." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


26  Father  de  Romgnan.  [Jan., 

We  cannot  follow  hitn  throagh  all  that  decade  of  religiooB 
incarceration,  where  bj  deeper  and  deeper  fiteps  into  that 
living  tomb,  he  was  to  become  in  truth,  in  Jesait  phrase, 
perinde  cadaver  to  the  world  and  human  joys  and  affections. 
During  his  Novitiate  of  two  years,  and  his  Scholasticate  of 
four  years,  his  attention  to  the  strictest  rules  of  his  order  were 
almost  nnexampled ;  he  forgot  nothing  and  omitted  nothing, 
and  allowed  no  weakness  of  body  to  deter  him  from  any  act 
which  he  held  to  be  his  duty.     He  gained  for  himself  the 
sobriquet  of  "//•on  bar,^^     He  looked  upon  the  religious  life  as 
a  conflict,  in  which  he  unceasingly  fought  against  himself,  and 
jndged  that  a  bold  beginning  ensured  a  more  complete  victory. 
He  submitted  to  all  the  enjoined  austerities  to  complete  this 
breaking  down  of  his  nature,  and  a  terrible  iron-shirt  is  men- 
tioned which  marked  the  sacred   signs  on    the  living  flesh 
in  characters  of  blood.     His  biographer  says : — "  He  under- 
stood the  r^ulation  of  the  flesh  in  the  gospel  sense ;  he  re- 
duced his  body  to  servitude  in  order  to  set  his  spirit  free ;  and 
lie  suffered  martyrdom  that  he  might  continue  to  be  an  Angel, 
and  might  become  an  Apostle.''    After  having  spent  six  years 
in  preparation,  two  in  practical  spiritual  exercises,  and  four 
ID  the  study  of  the  sciences,  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood 
in  1828»  and  went  to  the  Professed  House  in  Paris,  where  he 
continued  four  years  longer,  chiefly  in  tlie  practice  of  the 
severe  duties  and  spiritual  requirements  of  his  House,  now 
and  then  preaching  to  other  religioos  commnnities,  teaching 
in  theology  and  sacred  rhetoric    The  last  year  of  his  proba- 
tion was  one  of  redoubled  austerity  and  attention  to  rettgious 
exercises^  making  the  Meereitia  Spiritwalia  of  St.  Iguatioa 
his  almost  sole  companion — ^his  Bible  in  fact*     He  said  to  his 
stndents : — ^^^  The  Bo«»k  of  the  Exercises  is  the  spiritual  arsenal 
where  yon  wiU  find  the  heavenly  arms  which  have  been  pre- 
pared tor  yon.    It  is  a  present  bestowed  by  God  on  the  society." 
He  said^  again,  speaking  of  St.  Ignatius  Loyola: — ^"O   my 
blessed  Father !  wise  is  thy  work  and  enticing,  great  and  of 
maeh  profit;  the  Spirit  of  &Ki  inspired  thee.     Happy  is  he 
that  loves  and  relishes  this  Book  with  which  heaven  in-^pired 
oar  fiither.      He  will  find  there  an  on&iling  spring  of  conso- 
lation^ a  prolific  suorce  of  good,  a  remedy  of  aU  evik^  be  they 
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the  greatest  to  which  the  soul  of  a  religions  is  exposed."  His 
biographer  also  remarks: — "He  received  from  on  high  a 
marked  grace,  the  gift  of  nnderstanding  the  Book  of  Exercises. 
From  this  time,  that  book  became  his  manual,  and  served  him 
instead  of  a  whole  library.  He  was  filled  with  it ;  and  we  mar 
express  his  view  and  our  own,  by  saying  that  he  was  the  Son 
of  the  Exercises,  for  by  means  of  them  he  (brmed  himself,  and 
by  means  of  them  he  accomplished  all  his  other  works." 

At  the  age  of  forty  he  appeared  for  the  first  time  in  a  pulpit 
of  importance,  that  of  Amiens.  In  like  manner  it  is  said  that 
Bourdaloue  entered  the  Society  at  sixteen,  and  first  appeared 
in  the  pulpit  at  thirty-six.  The  Jesuit  system  aims  at  quality 
rather  than  quantity ;  it  looks  to  thoroughness  of  preparation, 
on  the  principle  that  the  well-fitted  instrument  will  do  more 
execution  in  a  short  time,  than  a  poor  instrument  in  ever  so 
long  a  time.  The  motto  of  the  founder  of  the  Jesuit  order 
was  "  Whatsoever  we  do  for  the  glory  God  and  the  good  of 
aouls,  must  be  done  not  in  a  slovenly  manner,  but  in  the  most 
perfect  manner." 

But  he  was  soon  called  to  a  more  conspicuous  field.  The 
eloquent  Lacordaire  had  established  and  rendered  celebrated 
the  so-called  *'  Conferences"  at  Notre  Dame ;  and  when  his  fiery 
career  was  ended,  the  man  chosen  to  succeed  him  and  carry  on 
his  work  of  periodical  preaching  at  Notre  Dame,  was  F.  de 
Kavignan.  This  fact  itself  testifies  to  the  extraordinary  ability 
of  the  Jesuit  father  as  a  pulpit  orator.  His  eloquence,  how- 
ever, was  of  a  different  kind  from  that  of  his  brilliant  Domin- 
ican predecessor,  as  it  was  from  that  of  the  glowing  Carmel- 
ite, Father  Hyacinthe,  who  succeeded  him.  His  power  con- 
sisted in  a  forgetfulness  of  himself,  an  impassibility,  a  plain 
masculine  logic.  There  was  a  lack  of  the  poetic  element. 
He  chose  the  road  that  expressed  the  thought  and  nothing 
more.  His  style  was  a  little  rough,  and  wanting  in  polish; 
but  there  was  constant  advance;  he  mastered  audiences  by 
the  majesty  of  his  thought  and  his  intellectual  force.  Tliere 
was  at  first  a  cadence  and  slowness  of  utterance  in  his  speak- 
ing, but  when  he  became  fully  roused  he  shot  forth  each  word 
like  an  arrow,  and  his  whole  soul  seemed  to  dart  forth  with  it« 
Ue  bad  at  times  great  and  vehement  energy,  which  produced 
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the  more  effect  from  its  contrast  to  his  osuallj  calm  style. 
His  attitade  was  noble  and  modest,  his  forehead  high  and  as 
it  seemed,  glowing ;  his  eye  bright  with  something  of  a 
heavenly  look;  and  mnch  is  said  of  the  impressiveness  of  his 
first  appearance  in  the  pnlpit;  his  silent,  recollected  p(»6ture, 
and  his  sign  of  the  cross  before  beginning.  Immense  audien- 
ces of  three  and  four  thousand,  principally  composed  of  men, 
were  invariably  attracted  by  his  bold,  argumentative,  and 
forensic  oratory,  which  addressed  the  intellect,  and  aimed  at 
practical  results.  His  weight  and  holiness  of  character  added 
to  the  effect. 

Father  de  Bavignan's  own  ideas  upon  sacred  oratory  and 
preaching,  a  short  summary  of  which  is  given  in  the  work, 
are  of  exceeding  interest  to  stndents  and  preachers.  In  theo- 
logical education  he  did  not  insist  so  much  upon  extent  of 
erudition  as  upon  depth  of  knowledge.  He  aimed  to  produce 
effective  preachers  rather  than  learned  scholars.  ^'  What  is 
pnlpit  eloquence?"  he  asked ;  ^*It  is  the  power  of  spoken 
words  to  draw  souls  to  their  Creator."  He  counseled  his 
pupils  to  be  on  their  guard  against  metaphysical  preaching, 
which  is  a  shoal  full  of  peril  to  one  fii-st  leaving  the  schools. 
He  insisted  npon  clearness  as  the  first  condition  in  every  dis- 
course. "  We  must  have  some  coloring,"  he  said  ;  "  but  not 
every  one  is  at  will  a  painter.  Here  again  St.  Paul  is  our 
master.  What  images  there  are  in  his  epistles  I  Our  Lord 
speaks  by  images:  in  his  discourses  the  deepest  thoughts  come 
clothed  in  sensible  forms,  the  language  becomes  popular  with- 
out ceasing  to  be  noble."  He  advocated  the  French  mode  of 
memoriter  preaching — of  a  true  kind  however.  '*  He  quoted 
the  saying  of  Demosthenes,  placing  all  the  force  of  speech  in 
action,  and  another  of  Massillon :  ^^  my  best  sermon  is  the  one 
I  know  best ;"  and  he  drew  from  this  conclusion  that  we  ought 
to  know  some  sermons  by  heart,  and  added :  '*  I  know  very 
well  the  trouble  of  learning  by  heart ;  but  the  more  trouble 
the  better — trouble  is  just  what  we  ought  to  have.  This 
wretched  fear  of  taking  trouble  it  is  that  does  all  the  harm. 
Would  you  like  me  tell  you  something  of  the  truth  of  which 
I  am  deeply  convinced  ?  Sloth  is  what  chiefly  palsies  talent 
and  hinders  success.    I  remember  a  very  sensible  remark  made 
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to  me  by  a  speaker  of  experience :  he  said  that  we  must  let  a 
speech  rot — yes,  rot  in  the  memory.  Beware  of  losing  the 
power  of  learning  by  heart;  nothing  can  supply  the  want." 
He  said  to  young  preachers : — *'  Give  yourselves  full  scope ;  the 
more  you  give  way  the  more  you  will  draw  others  with  you ; 
if  yon  yourselves  have  motion,  you  will  set  the  others  on  the 
Bwinor.'' 

His  brilliant  and  arousing  "  Conferences  "  were  followed  by 
quiet  ^^  Retreats,''  in  which  all  who  were  awakened  and  interest- 
«i  withdrew  with  him  to  a  retired  place,  to  receive  guidance 
and  direction  in  religious  things,  or  to  enter  upon  the  regular 
course  prescribed  in  the  Book  of  Spiritual  Exercises.  Many 
conversions  are  said  to  have  followed  his  efforts — as  far  as  we 
can  learn  principally  conversions  of  Protestants  to  Roman 
Catholicism — some  thirty  or  forty  of  these  every  year  during 
the  ten  years  of  his  public  preaching. 

But  we  will  not  follow  further  step  by  step  the  career  of  this 
distinguished  Jesuit  father  and  preacher.  Issuing  periodically 
from  his  solitary  retreat  to  thunder  in  the  throne  of  Notre 
Dame  with  his  serious  and  lofty  eloquence ;  now  and  then 
mingling  in  the  agitating  questions  of  the  day  as  the  astute 
champion  of  the  Jesuit  order ;  holding  interviews  with  kings, 
with  the  present  emperor  of  France,  and  with  the  chief  men  of 
the  state,  numbering  among  his  converts  Marshal  de  St.  Arnaud, 
and  other  noted  men,  as  well  as  hundreds  of  **  schismatics  and 
heretics,"  brought  back  to  the  Catholic  unity ;  devoted  above  all 
to  severe  spiritual  exercises,  studies,  and  contemplations;  this 
faithful  servant  of  the  Church,  of  Mary,  and  of  the  society  of 
Jesus,  found  rest  from  his  labors,  having  hastened  his  death 
by  self-exposure  in  his  efforts  to  bring  a  poor  Protestant 
woman  into  the  fold  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  died  in  the 
triumph  of  the  Catholic  faith  on  the  26th  of  Feb.  1857,  and 
was  buried  from  Notre  Dame  with  extraordinary  honors, 
Mgr.  Dupanloup,  the  Bishop  of  Orleans,  pronouncing  a  most 
affecting  and  eloquent  discourse  upon  his  memory.  We  have 
room  to  quote  but  a  sentence  or  two  toward  the  close  of  this 
oration.  "Weep  not,  then,  for  him.  He  is  living,  and  soon 
we  shall  see  him  again ;  yes,  we  shall  again  see  the  bright, 
deep,  pure  glance  of  his  eye ;  we  shall  again  see  his  calm  and 
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noble  forehead.  I  saw  hitn  not  many  days  gince;  he  was 
already  wrapped  in  the  arms  of  death,  and  rays  of  glory 
seemed  to  shine  forth  from  the  pale  forehead;  the  brightness 
of  immortality  glowed  from  the  depths  of  those  eyes  which 
seemed  to  lose  their  lustre;  behind  them  I  saw  the  splendor 
of  the  glory  of  heaven  ....  Yon  will  once  more  hear  his 
frank,  generous,  firm,  and  tender  voice.  You  will  see  him 
open  those  lips,  so  full  of  love,  which  have  so  often  prononnced 
over  you  the  words  of  pardon.  You  will  again  meet,  and  will 
understand  better  than  here  below,  that  great  heart  which 
beat  strong  and  generous  in  his  feeble  breast ;  which  broke  it 
before  the  time  ;  that  heart  which  lives,  and  which  by  my  mouth 
says  to  you,  I  live ;  Ego  vivo  ;  and  you,  my  friends,  my  chil- 
dren, you  too  shall  live,  if  you  will.  I  live!  Ego  vivo^  etvos 
vivetis.  The  life  I  lead  is  no  longer  the  life  of  death  and 
misery,  which  is  no  true  life ;  1  live  a  life  in  grace  and  justice ; 
and,  if  you  will,  you  shall  one  day  live  these  with  me.'  Ego 
vivo^  et  V08  vivetis^ 

When  a  self-sacrificing  and  holy  man  lives  and  dies,  let  him 
be  called  by  any  name,  even  one  it  may  be  of  obloquy,  and 
we  claim  the  privilege  of  sharing  with  others  in  rendering  him 
honor.  If  he  preached  Christ  in  far  other  methods  than  those 
we  hold  to  be  true,  we  will  rejoice  in  so  far  as  he  has  preached 
Christ  to  sinful  men.  There  are  such  characters,  the  products 
of  peculiar  religious  periods,  from  all  along  through  the  early 
ages  of  the  church,  and  through  the  mediseval  ages,  whom  we 
revere  as  righteous  servants  and  preachers  of  Christ,  who, 
nevertheless,  preached  an  exaggerated  Christianity,  under 
even  gross  forms  of  superstition  and  error.  The  soul  that  is 
consecrated  to  Christ  and  holiness  is  the  rare  treasure,  wher- 
ever found.  In  the  sermons  of  Augustine  himself,  how  much 
there  is  of  the  mv stical,  the  falsely  philosophical,  and  at  times 
the  frivolous  in  thought  and  meaning,  mingled  with  profound 
and  sublime  ideas!  These  men,  really  rooted  in  the  love  of 
Christ,  pushed  through  all  the  corruptions  of  their  times,  and 
their  oftimes  highly  falsified  systems  of  Christianity,  into  the 
clear  atmosphere  of  the  universal  love  of  God  and  man. 
They  were  true  disciples  of  Christ,  partakers  of  his  sutferings 
on  earth,  and  partakers  also  of  his  resurrection  and  triumph^ 
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In  spite  of  their  dead  and  false  systems  they  took  hold  of  the 
living  God. 

We  may  thns  be  allowed  to  add  a  humble  tribnte  of  praise 
and  admiration  to  the  lofty  character  and  self-sacrificing  piety 
of  Father  de  Kavignan,  withoat  so  mnch  honoring  the  system 
which  is  said  to  have  produced  him.     Though  it  may  be  an 
injustice,  we  cannot  help  separating  him  from  mnch  of  that 
^aborate  and  peculiar  mode  of  religions  culture  which  be- 
longs to  the  society  of  Jesus,  and  giving  the  credit  of  his  good 
and  great  qualities  rather  to  Jesus  himself  who  wrought  in 
him.     We  have  heard  it  even  reported  from  high  authority, 
that  Father  de  Ravignan  revolved  at  one  time  the  question 
whether  he  should  seek  a  dispensation  to  leave  the  society. 
We  give  it  only  as  a  report.     And  we  bring  no  railing  accusa- 
tion against  that  world-renowned  and  powerful  society  itself, 
which   checked  and   drove  back   the  Keformation,  and   has 
proved  ever  since  the  strongest  support  of  the  Papal   church. 
It  has  its  bright  and  dark  sides.     As  far  as  the  biography 
itself  reveals  to  us  anything  of  the  outward  or  inward  life  of 
Father  de  Ravignan,  it  is  that  of  a  devoted  servant  of  the 
society,  of  a  Jesuit  of  the  Jesuits.     He  said — "  The  Church  of 
God,  and  my  mother  the  Society,  hold  a  large  place  in  my 
mind  and  heart."    He  was  a  superior  of  the  Jesuit  Professed 
House  in  Ene  de  S6vres  in  Paris,  and  he  thoroughly  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  history  of  that  body ;  and,  as  its  chosen 
champion   in  France,  he  composed,  with  his  usual  force  of 
reasoning,  a  defense  of  *^  The  Existence  and  Institute  of  the 
Jesuits."    He  is  represented  as  clinging  to  Ignatius,  as  seeing 
bira  in  vision,  and  holding  spiritual  communion  with  him  of 
a  mysterious  nature. 

We  have,  therefore,  to  accept  Father  de  Ravignan,  thus  set 
before  us,  as  an  example  of  what  the  Jesuit  system  of  training, 
on  its  own  showing,  can  produce  in  this  modem  age  of 
Christianity.  We  are  thus  enabled  to  note  the  profound  influ- 
ence and  the  far-reaching  sagacity  of  that  system  of  training. 
We  have  the  iaipression,  whether  it  be  true  or  false,  that  the 
book  is  quite  unique  in  its  ample  revelation  of  the  more  inte- 
rior workings  of  that  complicated  and  hitherto  jealously  hid- 
den system — ^it  is  so  at  all  events  to  us,  and  t'  at  forms  its 
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chief  interest.  It  is  an  apology  for  Jesaitism  of  the  strongest 
kind,  viz :  the  life  of  a  powerful  and  good  man.  Be  it  so. 
We  accept  it  as  snch,  and  are  thankful  for  what  it  has  tanght 
ns,  while  we  are  still  unsatisfied,  and  unconvinced  of  the 
claims  of  a  system  which  operates  in  a  manner  in  which  it 
confessedly  does.  We  see,  however,  the  sagacity  of  a  system 
which  chooses  an  instrument  with  consummate  knowledge, 
and  shapes  it  with  exquisite  skill.  If  the  instrument  is  not 
consumed  in  its  fires  and  broken  in  its  welding,  it  will  come 
forth  a  strong,  sharp  instrument.  If  the  instrument  is  a  good 
instrument,  and  one  chosen  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  it  will  not  be 
destroyed,  perhaps  not  seriously  injured,  by  a  wrong  system 
of  training,  and  may  draw  good  from  it.  But,  the  question 
is,  can  a  human  system,  which,  in  exceptional  cases,  does  not 
materially  damage  an  immortal  nature  stronger  than  itself, 
but  which,  by  its  own  showing,  is,  in  many  important  respects, 
opposed  to  the  inspired  system  of  training  in  the  spiritual  life, 
be  defended  ? 

The  New  Testament  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  confess  it 
with  no  disdainful  feeling  toward  a  society  which  numbers  so 
many  saints,  missionaries,  and  martyrs,  seems  to  us  like  the 
blessed  sunshine  compared  to  the  cavernous  gloom  revealed  in 
this  book  and  in  this  life.  The  terrible  system  of  pelf-intro- 
spection, accompanied  by  the  austerities  of  an  ascetic  and 
monastic  age,  is  not,  itnd  cannot  be,  we  believe,  the  gos|>el  way 
of  spiritual  perfection.  We  have  spoken  of  Father  de  Kavig* 
nan's  devotion  to  the  Book  of  Exercises  of  St.  Ignatins.  It  is 
said,  '^  he  had  but  one  book  with  him  daring  his  retreats.  He 
could  not  even  understand  how  a  Jesuit  could  need  anything 
more,  except,  perhaps,  the  New  Testament  and  the  Imitation 
of  Christ."  Now,  what  is  this  Book  of  Exercises  ?  It  is  a 
book  which  la}s  claims  to  inspiration,  and  which  forms  the 
only  door  into  the  Society  of  Jesus.  Its  disciples  assert,  that 
by  an  implicit  obedience  to  its  precepts,  conversion  from  sin  to 
holiness  in  a  few  weeks,  or,  in  some  cases,  days,  is  absolutely 
secured.  It  is  a  book  of  dry  directions,  of  military  rules,  with 
little  of  scriptural  language  and  thought,  or  even  of  devo- 
tional matter ;  by  the  following  of  whose  prescriptions  with  an 
unreasoning  fidelity,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a  skilled 
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director,  the  imagination  is  turned  on  a  few  objects,  and  those 
the  most  terrible;  the  thoughts  are  forced  into  one  narrow 
channel ;  the  senses  are  repressed,  as  it  were  extingnished;  the 
most  interior  operations  of  the  mind  are  inspected  and  anno- 
tated ;  the  gradual  recurrence  of  wrong  desires  is  reduced  day 
by  day  to  a  mathematical  point,  till  one  after  another  tiie  evil 
inclinations  of  the  mind  are  abolished,  and  the  man  becomes 
holy  and  perfect.  By  his  own  efforts,  with  the  help  of  the 
book,  or  in  obedience  to  it,  the  man  does  this  work.  It  is  a 
perfect  self-immolation.  It  is  the  deliberate  suicide  of  every 
natural  desire  and  affection,  and  a  literal  death  to  the  interests 
of  the  common  life  of  humanity.  We  see  the  noble  De 
Bavignan  disregarding  and  cutting  himself  suddenly  off  from 
his  widowed  mother,  his  brothers  and  his  relatives,  sequestra- 
ting himself  for  ten  years,  and  then  emerging  from  his  soli- 
tude after  his  mother  had  died,  a  man  of  iron  will,  of  impene- 
trable mind,  a  religious  without  apparently  an  earthly  tie, 
another  man  from  the  warm-hearted  youth  who  entered  the 
seminary,  his  mind  fixed  on  the  one  idea,  or  eidolon^  of  serv- 
ing the  society  and  converting  men  to  the  true  church.  He  is, 
it  is  true,  less  a  man  of  the  cloister  than  at  first,  and  mingles 
more  frequently  with  men  and  the  powerful  of  the  earth,  but 
still  his  heart  is  "in  his  beloved  cell."  The  bold-minded 
thinker,  who  dared  even  to  be  influenced  for  a  while  by  the 
sophisms  of  Pascal,  has  become  a  machine,  submitting  his  free- 
will to  a  system,  doing  nothing  spontaneously,  reducing  his 
life  to  one  word — obedience.  We  yield  him  all  that  is  said  of 
him ;  we  give  our  warm  admiration  to  the  heroic  devotion  and 
gelf-abnegating  purity  of  his  character ;  but  we  ask  again,  is 
the  process  which  is  said  to  have  made  him  what  he  was,  a 
process  in  harmony  with  nature,  reason,  and  true  Christianity  ? 
Is  it  not  one,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  calculated 
to  produce  a  fictitious  piety  t 

God  has  placed  us  on  this  earth  to  serve  him  in  the  way  he 
has  already  indicated  in  the  constitution  of  our  natures,  and 
with  just  those  powers  and  susceptibilities  with  which  he  origi- 
nally endowed  us.  Wo  are  to  be  true  subjects  of  his  govern- 
ments, loyal  in  every  part ;  we  are  to  be  also  the  loving  and 
joyful  children  of  his  will.     We  have  but  one  master  of  our 
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8oalj»,  and  that  is  the  Creator  and  Redeemer  of  oar  spirits  ;  by 
serving  him  and  not  a  human  legislator  of  eoals,  we  come  into 
spiritnal  freedom.  We  are  not  to  be  taken  out  of  the  world, 
bat  to  be  kept,  and  to  keep  ourselves,  from  its  evil.  In  the 
Obing  and  developing  of  all  the  powers,  and  affections,  and 
desires  of  oar  being — regulating,  educating,  purifying,  strength- 
ening them,  and  not  repressing  or  killing  them — we  are  to 
best  serve  and  glorify  him  who  made  ns  in  his  image.  Trne 
religion  is  the  very  germ  in  us  of  this  purified  nature.  The 
nature  we  have,  cleansed  of  its  corruptions,  is  to  be  made  like 
the  human  nature  of  Christ — the  perfect  man.  Tlie  old  Pro- 
curenr  da  Roi,  we  believe,  reasoned  well.  A  man,  even  an 
apostle,  has  duties  to  his  parents,  his  brethren,  the  State,  and 
the  world,  which  he  cannot  repudiate  at  will.  The  Saviour 
did  not  do  so  with  the  vast,  spiritnal  responsibilities  pressing 
upon  him.  He  was  seen  at  the  market-place  and  the  gather- 
ings of  the  people.  He  went  into  their  houses;  he  feasted 
with  the  publican  and  sinner;  he  loved  to  sit  down  with  the 
Bethany  household ;  he  wept  with  the  sisters  of  Lazaros ; 
be  yearned  for  human  sympathy  ;  he  commended  his  mother 
to  the  care  of  the  beloved  disciple  amid  the  sombre  shadows  of 
the  cross;  he  was  rooted  in  tlie  common  human  heart;  he 
was  swayed  by  **  the  enthusiasm  of  humanity." 

It  may  be  replied  by  th^  Roman  Catholic,  that  all  men  are 
not  called  upon  to  attain  the  same  degree  of  spiritual  perfec- 
tion ;  that  some  are  to  aim  at  extraordinary  holiness,  and  to 
be  set  apart,  in  order  that  they  may  be  '*'  apostles  "  to  their 
fellow-men.  But  did  Christ  make  such  a  distinction  as  this  in 
the  requirements  of  human  piety  ?  Is  one  Christian  called 
upon  to  be  holier  than  another  Christian  t  iVnd  how  did 
Christ  himself  train  his  apostles?  He  did  not  send  them  into 
the  caves  of  Engaddi  or  tombs  of  Gadara,  to  spend  ten  years 
in  spiritual  exercit^es  and  contemplations,  but  he  commanded 
them  to  go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature ;  and  he  would  be  ever  with  them  by  his  Spirit  to 
help  and  guide.  At  the  moment  of  the  apostle  Paul's  con- 
version, he  asked :  **  What  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  and  his 
work  was  immediately  assigned  him.  They  were  not  to  be 
enlightened  by  inspecting  their   own  darkness,   but  by  the 
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illnminingf  inflnences  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  they  were  not  to  be 
holy  by  efforts  to  rid  themselves  of  their  sins,  bnt  by  follow- 
ing Christ,  by  doing  his  words,  by  walking  in  his  spirit,  by, 
giving  themselves  up  to  the  power  of  his  heavenly  love  ;  by 
gazing  npon  his  perfection  nntil  they  grew  into  the  same  pure 
and  heavenly  image.  They  were  to  look  out  of  themselves, 
not  into  themselves. 

The  different  and  almost  opposite  methods  of  training 
Koman  Catholic  and  Protestant  ministers,  and  the  lives  and 
inflnence.  social,  moral,  and  spiritual,  of  these,  in  the  commu- 
nities where  thej  live  and  in  the  world,  are  fairly  brought  bo- 
fore  our  notice  and  judgment  in  a  book  like  this,  which  sett 
before  us  one  of  the  best  example^,  we  presume,  which  the 
Romish  system  could  offer  us.  The  edncation  of  (candidates 
for  the  ministry,  in  our  Theological  Seminaries,  is  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  same  training  in  the  Retreats  and  Noviciates 
of  the  Jesuit  Fraternity  ;  and  we  are  not  sure  but  that  some 
most  vahiable  hints,  especially  in  the  eminent  attention  be* 
stowed  npon  spiritual  culture  as  the  chief  thing,  might  not  be 
gained  in  studying  the  Jesuit  system.  The  life  of  a  good 
Protestant  minister,  going  among  his  people  constantly  and 
freely,  mingling  with  the  world  of  men,  now  and  then,  per- 
ba\)s,  drawn  even  into  a  political  discussion,  distinguished  by 
no  peculiar  badge  or  dress  from  his  fellow-citizens,  living  very 
much  as  other  men  do — this  life  is  to  be  measured  and  weighed 
with  that  of  the  Jesuit  Father  or  Priest,  issuing  periodically 
from  his  solitary  cell  to  preach  and  administer  the  offices,  to 
appear  and  disa]>pear  like  an  angel  on  a  mount,  rather  than  a 
man  on  the  earth;  and  we  are  also  to  measure  the  actual  re- 
sults, the  fruits  of  the  two  systems — of  the  life  of  Father  de 
Ravignan,  and,  let  us  say,  the  life  of  Dr.  Chalmers — for  both 
were  men^  of  superior,  though  perhaps  unequal  power,  and 
both,  we  believe,  were  influenced  by  the  motive  of  doing  the 
most  good  and  of  glorifying  God.  Let  the  two  systems,  then, 
be  judged  by  their  fruits.  They  are  now  fairly  on  trial  in  this 
country;  for  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  Jesuit  is  the  educating 
and  controlling  mind  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Which 
of  the  two  systems  is  most  in  consonance  with  our  free  insti- 
tutions ?    Which  of  them  most  truly  agrees  with  the  spirit  of 
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the  present  age  of  the  world,  and  the  advance  of  Christian 
troth  ?  Which  of  them,  above  all,  is  most  in  hannon v  with  the 
gospel  ot  Christ  t 

We  have  not  attempted  to  investigate  or  discuss  the  history 
and  position  of  Father  de  Ravignan,  in  reference  to  the  differ- 
ent parties  represented  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  this 
most  interesting  crisis  of  its  affairs.  From  all  we  learn,  he 
was  an  Ultramontanist,  in  close  union  with  his  order  as  giving 
implicit  submission  to  the  decisions  of  his  church,  in  uphold- 
ing the  infallible  authority  of  the  Holy  Father,  in  accepting 
the  Papal  dogma  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  in  holding 
strongly  to  the  worbhip  and  modiatorship  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
as  the  peculiar  refuge  and  divinity  of  the  Society  of  Jesus. 
We  should  be  led  to  suppose  from  some  of  the  opinions  which 
he  expresses,  and  the  positions  he  assumed,  that  he  had  yery 
little  sympathy  with  Gallicanism,  or  the  present  Liberal  Cath- 
olic party  in  France. 

We  would,  however,  heartily  recommend  this  work,  upon 
which  we  have  briefly  commented  in  no  carping  and  uncharita- 
ble spirit,  but  with  real  interest  and  desire  to  come  at  the 
truth,  to  the  reading  of  theological  students  and  ministers  of 
the  gospel,  as  a  book  from  which  they  may  highly  profit  and 
learn  much. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1870.]  FaOier  Hyacinthe.  8T 


aotiole  m— father  HTAOINTHE. 

Discourses  an  various  occasions  by  the  Reverend  Father  Hta- 
ciNTHE,  late  Superior  of  the  Barefooted  Carmelites  of  Paris, 
and  Preacher  of  the  Conferences  of  Notre  Dame.  Trans- 
lated by  LEONABb  WooLSEY  Baooh,  Pastor  of  a  Church  of 
Christ,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  With  a  Biographical  Sketch. 
New  York:  Q.  P.  Putnam  &  Son.  1869.  12mo.  pp.  xliv., 
198. 

It  is  not  a  very  long  time  since  the  American  public  first 
heard  of  the  grand  sensation  which  a  new  preacher  had  b^un 
to  make  in  Paris.  Afterwards  the  name  of  '*  Father  Hya- 
cinthe "  was  reported  occasionally  by  returning  travelers,  or 
by  Paris  correspondents  of  the  newspapers.  He  was  the 
SQccessor  of  Lacordaire  and  Ravignan  in  the  pulpit  of  Notre 
Dame ;  and  the  fame  of  his  eloquence  was  a  new  honor  to  the 
Church  which  boasts  of  Massillon  and  Bourdaloue,  and  to 
the  language  of  Fenelon.  Hardly  anything  more  was  known 
of  him  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  till  his  speech  before  a 
Peace  Society  in  Paris,  on  the  10th  of  July  last,  awakened 
throughout  the  civilized  world  a  new  interest  in  the  man  and  in 
his  destiny.  The  consequences  of  that  speech  have  made  him 
etill  more  conspicuous;  and  when  the  telegraph  announced  his 
Budden  embarkatiDU  tor  a  visit  to  the  United  States,  there 
could  not  but  be  a  demand  for  some  translated  specimens  of 
his  preaching.  In  answer  to  that  demand  the  volume  before 
US  has  been  given  to  the  American  public. 

Unfortunately  for  the  compiler  and  translator.  Father 
Eyacinthe  is  not  an  author,  but  only  an  orator — not  a  writer 
of  sennons  to  be  read,  but  only  a  preacher.  Reports  of  his 
discourses — sometimes  revised  by  him — have  been  published 
in  French  journals,  especially  in  the  monthly  Revue  Corres- 
pondanty  but  we  believe  that  no  collection  of  the  great 
preacher's  sermons  has  been  published  in  his  native  country. 
Consequently,  the  translator  of   this   volume  is  under  the 
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necessity. of  saying  in  hid  pi*eface,  '•The  only  principle  of 
selection  and  arranccement  has  been  to  take  all  the  published 
works  of  Father  Hyacinthe  which  I  could  find,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  came  to  hand,  and  brin^  them  oat  in  one 
volnnie,  while  waiting  for  an  arrival  from  Paris  for  the  mate- 
rials of  another." 

This  little  volume,  therefore  contains, 

1.  A  eompendioot  bat  authentic  biography  of  Father  Hyacinthe  (Rer.  rharles 
Lgyson),  terminating  with  his  letter  to  the  General  of  hia  order,  Sep  SO,  lSiS9. 

%.  His  Speech  before  Uie  Peace  League  at  Paris.  Joly  10,  1S«9. 

8.   I  he  Notre  Dame  Lectures  (or  **  Conferences")  Adrent,  1867. 

4.  A  Sermon  preached  to  an  American  lady  (a  member  of  the  Plymouth 
Church  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.)  on  the  occasion  of  her  public  renunciation  of  Pro- 
tettantitm,  and  first  communion  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Chureh,  July  14,  18S8. 

•.  A  Charity  Sermon  for  the  rufferers  by  the  South  i^meriean  enrthqaake, 
preached  at  the  church  of  La  Madeleine,  Paris,  March  11,  1869. 

6.  An  Appendix,  entitled  "  Men  and  Parties  in  the  Catholic  Church  in  Fmnce,** 
translated  from  an  article  by  Dr.  De  Pressens^  ib  the  Paris  '*  Revue  Chretienne** 
for  September  and  October,  1869 ; — an  article  in  which  *'  the  foremost  man  of 
French  Protestantism  *  illustrates  the  position  and  relations  of  the  l|ut  great 
preacher  in  the  pulpit  of  Notre  Dame. 

The  compiler  and  translator  of  the  work  before  ns  is  not 
unknown  to  the  readers  of  the  New  Englander.  JRemember- 
ing  his  relation  to  this  journal,  we  do  not  write  to  commend  his 
performance.  His  task  of  compilation  was  very  simple, 
merely  to  collect  snch  of  Father  Hyacinthe's  discourses  as 
were  within  his  reach.  Whether  the  work  of  translation  is 
well  done  or  ill  done,  let  others  judge.  It  is  for  us  to  say  no 
more  than  that  one  who,  having  a  competent  knowledge  of 
French,  is  accustomed  to  use  the  English  language  in  public 
discourse,  and  especially  in  preaching,  ought  to  be  censured 
if  his  translation  of  such  sermons  as  these  is  not  spirited  as 
well  as  faithful.  Our  concern  in  tliis  Article  is  with  the  ora- 
tor and  not  with  the  translator.  We  purpose  nothing  more 
than  to  show,  chiefly  from  the  work  on  our  table,  who  and 
what  the  man  is  whose  protest^ — though  he  refuses  to  be  called 
a  Protestant — rings  like  the  strokes  of  the  hammer  with 
which  Lutlier  nailed  those  memorable  theses  to  the  door  of 
the  church  in  Wittenberg. 

Those  who  were  old  enough  to  take  notice  of  public  events 
at  the  time  of  the  last  vacancy  in  the  succession  from  Numa 
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Fompilins,  have  not  forgotton  what  a  Bensation  was  prodoced 
by  the  accession  of  Pias  IX.  to  the  Eoman  pontificate,  and 
what  a  movement  followed.  It  was  understood  that  the -new 
Pope  was  not  only  kind  in  his  feelings  and  gentle  in  his  man- 
ners, bat  liberal  in  his  views  of  government  EI  is  first  oflScial 
acta  were  testimonies  of  his  clemency  and  good^natare,  con- 
ciliating the  favor  of  his  snbjects,  and  were  followed  hy 
measures  that  testified  his  desire  to  reform  abuses  both  in  his 
secular  government  and  in  the  government  of  the  Chnrclu 
A  liberal  Pope, — a  reforming  Pope,— the  manifest  fact  start- 
led all  Europe ;  and  Pius  IX.  was  for  a  time  the  most  popular 
man  in  Italy,  nay  in  Christendom.  France,  and  especially 
Paris,  shared  as  much  as  Italy  itself  in  the  strange  excitement ; 
for  among  the  French  clergy  there  had  long  been  a  party  of 
thinkers  dissatisfied  with  the  conflict  between  Home  and  the 
nineteenth  century.  Lamennais  had  indeed  made  shipwreck 
of  his  faith  ;  but  his  associates,  Montalembert,  Lacx)rdaire,  and 
others  like  them,  had  never  given  up  entirely  their  devout 
endeavor  to  make  Christianity,  as  represented  by  the  Koman 
Catholic  Church,  efticient  in  the  political  and  social  regenera- 
tion of  their  country.  The  measures  of  the  new  Pope  wei-e 
quite  accordant  with  the  ideas  of  these  men,  and  were  accept- 
ed as  evidence  that  a  new  era  was  at  hand.  Gioberti — per- 
haps the  greatest  Italian  thinker  of  the  present  century — who 
having  been  chaplain  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  Professor 
of  Theology  at  Turin,  had  been  banished  from  his  native 
country  for  the  liberality  of  his  views  on  political  themes,  but 
in  his  exile  and  poverty  at  Brussels  had  made  himself  famous 
tliroughont  Europe  as  a  theologian,  a  philosopher,  and  a 
pa'r!ot%~hastened  to  Paris  that  he  might  be  in  a  position  to 
observe  and  promote  the  new  order  of  things  which  was  so 
evidently  beginning  in  Italy. 

It  was  in  that  year,  1846,  that  Charles  Loyson,  bom  of  a 
family  which  had  risen  in  the  preceding  generation  to  some 
literary  distinction,  and  carefully  educated  in  liberal  studies 
by  bis  father,  who  was  the  head  of  an  academy  in  the  little 
city  of  Pan,  came  to  Paris  and  entered  the  Seminary  of  St. 
Sulpice,  to  prepare  himself  for  the  priesthood.  He  was  at 
that  time  in  his  twentieth  year— just  at  the  age  when  great 
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events,  like  those  which  were  taking  place  in  Italy,  make  the 
deepest  impression  on  a  susceptible  mind.  He  had  lived  till 
then  at  home,  qnitesecladed  from  the  ontside  world,  his  father's 
honse  being,  as  he  describes  it,  a  sort  of  *' family  convent.*' 
An  nncle  of  his,  whose  name  he  bears,  and  who  died  fifty 
years  ago,  had  been  the  associate  and  dear  friend  and  the  com- 
peer in  genius  of  such  men  as  Quizot,  Cousin,  and  Royer-Col- 
lard,  in  their  youth,  and  had  left  in  his  writings,  as  well  as  in 
the  memory  of  his  life,  a  testimony  for  liberty  against  abso- 
lutism and  for  Christian  order  and  civilization  against  tl>e 
reveries  of  atheistic  democracy.  From  the  beginning  of  his 
studies  in  the  seminary,  the  young  candidate  for  the  j»riesthood 
could  not  but  be  in  sympathy  with  those  devout  and  generous 
souls  who,  though  trained  to  believe  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
communion  is  the  veritable  and  only  Church  of  Christ,  be- 
lieve aiso  that  where  the  spirit  of  Christ  is,  there  is  liberty ; 
that,  therefore,  the  Church  of  Christ  ought  to  be,  everywhere 
and  always,  the  antagonist  rather  than  the  ally  of  oppression ; 
and  that  as  Christ  is  the  light  of  the  world,  so  his  Church 
ought  to  be  the  leader  of  the  world's  progress. 

After  five  years  in  the  seminary  at  Paris,  Charies  Loyson 
was  admitted  to  the  priesthood,  and  became  a  member  of  that 
society  of  priests  which  takes  its  name  from  the  parish  of  St. 
Snlpice,  and  which  exists  for  the  education  of  the  secular  clergy 
in  France.  He  was  immediately  employed  as  a  professor  of  the- 
ology, first  for  three  years  in  the  Sulpitian  Seminary  at  Avig- 
non, then  for  two  years  in  that  at  Nantes;  and  after  that  he 
was  for  one  year  vicar  of  the  seminary  in  which  he  himself 
had  been  trained.  These  eleven  years  having  been  completed, 
he  withdrew  from  his  connection  with  the  society  and  returned 
for  one  year  to  his  old  home.  '*  His  thought  was,  in  the  re- 
pose of  home,  to  ripen,  by  a  few  months  of  reflection,  the 
fruits  of  so  many  years  of  unintermitted  and  labtirious  study." 
In  1859,  he  passed  from  the  ranks  of  the  **  secular"  into  those 
of  the  '^regular"  clergy,  and  became  Brother  Hyacin the,  a 
monk  of  the  order  of  Barefooted  Carmelites.  The  name  of 
that  order  intimates  the  severity  of  its  ascetic  rules,  and  dis- 
tinguishes it  from  the  Carmelites  of  *'  the  milder  observance," 
who,  in  addition  to  other  carnal  indulgences,  are  permitted  to 
wear  shoes  and  stockings  instead  of  being  limited  to  sandals. 
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All  this  time  the  priest  and  professor,  Charles  Loyson,  seems 
not  to  have  been  a  preacher  nor  to  have  lifted  up  his  voice  in 
any  pnblic  assembly.  But  the  Carmelite  order,  thongh  char- 
acteristically contemplative,  is  also  active,  and  some  of  its 
monks  have  been  eminent  preachers.  In  1861,  Brother  Hya- 
eintbe,  with  the  shaved  head,  the  sandaled  feet,  and  the 
white  woolen  robe  of  a  Carmelite  monk,  began  his  career  as  a 
preacher,  being  then  thirty-fonr  years  of  age.  His  first  preach- 
ing was  at  I-iyons;  and  immediately  he  began  to  be  famous. 
The  next  year,  and  the  year  after  that,  he  gave  courses  of  ser- 
mons in  other  provincial  cities ;  and  it  was  not  till  1864  that 
he  made  his  appearance  as  a  preaching  friar  in  Paris,  lliere 
his  first  sermons  were  in  the  famous  and  fashionable  Church 
of  La  Madeleine ;  and  such  was  their  efiect  that  the  Archbishop 
(Darboy)  made  haste  to  place  him  in  the  pulpit  of  the  metro- 
politan cathedral,  for  a  work  to  which  no  man  since  Lacor- 
daire  (at  that  time  the  last  illustrious  name  in  the  roll  of  great 
French  preachers)  had  been  found  competent.  He  was  called 
to  renew  the  "  Advent  Conferences  of  Notre  Dame " — the 
yearly  course  not  of  sermons  in  form,  but  of  religious  dis- 
courses without  texts  prefixed,  which  Lacordaire  in  his  time 
had  made  so  efiective,  but  which,  after  his  retirement  from 
the  pulpit,  had  ceased  to  be  effective,  and  had  even  been  dis- 
continued. Accepting  that  call,  he  gave  his  first  series  of  con- 
ferences in  the  Advent  season  of  1864,  and  continued  to  per- 
form the  service  at  the  same  season  through  the  four  succeed- 
ing years. 

A  glance  at  the  distinct  yet  logically  related  subjects  of 
those  five  courses  (each  consisting  of  six  lectures)  is  enough 
to  show  that  the  preacher  began  his  work  with  a  definite  con- 
ception of  what  is  the  disease  of  France  and  the  age.  In  the 
first  course,  he  asserted  and  vindicated  against  the  atheism, 
conscious  or  unconscious,  gross  or  refined,  which  infects  jso 
much  of  modern  thought,  that  foundation  truth  of  all  knowl- 
edge, "  a  Personal  God."  For  the  next  year  his  theme  was, 
"Religion  the  basis  of  momlity.*'  Advancing  from  these 
"first  principles,"  he  exhibited,  in  the  lectures  of  1806,  *'  the 
relations  of  Christianity  to  Domestic  Society  or  the  Family  ;" 
in  those  of  1867,  "the  relations  of  Christianity  to  Civil  So- 
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ciety  or  the  Sfato ; "  and  in  those  of  1868,  "  the  relations  of 
Christiaiiity  to  Beligions  Society  or  the  Church."  It  is  easy 
to  understand  that,  handling  such  subjects  as  these,  and  hand- 
ling them  in  a  way  to  command  the  attention  not  of  believers 
only,  but  of  unbelievers ;  not  of  the  devout  only,  but  of  the 
inquiring  and  speculative ;  not  of  habitual  church-goers  only, 
but  of  all  Paris — speaking,  too,  out  of  a  heart  in  full  sympa- 
thy with  the  yearning  of  the  age  for  freedom,  and  from  tlie 
position  which  he  had  learned  to  take  when  Pius  IX.  waa 
trying  to  be  a  reformer  and  a  patiiot — it  was  a  matter  of 
course  that  he  had  adversaries  among  the  clergy  of  his  own 
communion.  Everybody  knows  that,  whatever  may  be  true 
in  tlie  United  States,  there  are  in  Europe  monks,  priests,  bish- 
ops, and  cardinals,  who  believe  devoutly  that  all  things  ought 
to  have  continued  as  tkey  were  before  the  French  revoluiion. 
Those  old  names,  Gallican  and  Ultramontane,  are  not  the 
names  to  represent  the  two  chief  parties  or  opposing  tenden- 
cies which  divide  the  Roman  Catholics  of  France  to-day.  The 
old  Gallicanism  would  have  made  the  national  Church  of 
France,  like  that  of  England,  a  dependency  of  the  crown,  and 
not  much  more;  while  the  old  Ultramontanism  was  the  only 
form  in  which  a  Roman  Catholic  could  assert  the  divine  right 
of  the  Church  to  administer  the  law  of  Christ,  or  could  con- 
ceive of  the  Church  as  independent  of  the  secular  power. 
But  to-day  the  imminent  questions  among  Roman  Catholics, 
in  France  and  everywhere  else,  are  of  another  sort.  There  is, 
indeed,  a  Gallican  remnant  (p.  170) ;  but  Lacordaire,  Monta- 
lembert,  and  Lamennais  himself  were  Ultramontanes,  when 
they  claimed  for  the  Church  and  the  Pope  the  leadership  in 
the  great  movement  for  liberty  against  absolute  power  in  the 
government  of  nations.  So  intense  was  the  Ultramontanism 
of  Lacordaire  and  Lamennais  that  the  one  retracted  his  pub- 
lished opinions  at  the  mandate  of  the  Pope,  and  the  other 
could  not  cease  to  be  an  Ultramontane  without  ceasing  to  be 
a  Christian.  The  comprehensive  question,  to-day,  is  not  how 
to  adjust  the  relations  between  the  Pope  and  the  secular  gov- 
ernment, but  how  to  adjust  the  relations  between  the  Church 
and  the  nineteenth  century ;  and  on  that  question  there  are, 
if  not  two  parties  definitely  formed,  two  opposite  modes  of 
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thinking.  On  the  qnestiou  of  religioae  liberty— on  tlie  qnes- 
tion  of  popular  education  in  common  schools — on  the  question 
whether  the  Church  and  the  State  ought  to  be  everywhere 
separate  and  tnntnally  independent — on  many  such  questions 
earnest  Roman  Catholics  hold  opposite  opinions.  Some  men 
who  are  truly  Christian  Catholics— liberal  in  their  recognition 
of  human  rights,  and  in  their  opposition  to  those  methods  of 
government  which  Christendom  has  outgrown — liberal,  too,  in 
their  readiness  to  recognize  Christian  character,  "the  fruit  of 
tlie  Spirit,"  whenever  they  find  it — are  trying  to  be,  at  the 
same  time,  Roman  Catholics.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
those  who  hold  with  all  their  hearts  the  old  opinions,  who 
would  burn  John  Huss  again  to  day  if  they  had  him  in  their 
power,  who  would  arraign  Galileo  again  before  the  inquisition, 
and  would  bring  back  the  Bourbons  into  every  country  from 
which  they  have  been  expelled.  These  conservatives  were 
from  the  first  the  adversaries  of  Father  Hyacinthe. 

Against  the  machinations  of  those  adversaries,  he  was  pro- 
tected by  the  fidelity  and  liberality  of  his  great  patron,  the 
Archbishop  of  Paris,  and  partly,  we  may  presume,  by  the 
esprit  de  corps  of  the  Carmelite  Order.  His  letter  of  Sep- 
tember 20,  to  the  General  of  the  Order  (whose  headquarters 
are  of  course  at  Rome)  becomes  completely  intelligible  only 
when  we  recollect  the  state  of  parties  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
communion  at  Paris.  He  begins  by  saying  to  his  very  Rever- 
end Father :  *' During  the  five  years  of  my  ministry  at  Notre 
Dame,  Paris,  notwithstanding  the  opea  attacks  and  secret  mis- 
representations of  which  I  have  been  the  object,  your  confi- 
dence and  esteem  have  never  for  a  moment  failed  me." 

At  tliis  point,  then,  we  propose  to  inquire  more  exactly,  what 
is  it  in  tliis  great  preacher  which  made  him  the  object  of  open 
attack  and  secret  misrepresentation!  The  discourses  in  the 
volume  before  us  will  enable  intelligent  readers  to  judge  for 
themselves  concerning  the  character  of  his  preaching  and  tbe 
tendency  of  his  influence  in  the  Church,  ^hat  is  the  sub* 
stance  and  drift  of  his  discourses  ?  Does  he  preach  anything 
which  Rome  has  anathematized?  Does  he,  at  any  point,  con- 
tradict the  formulas  of  his  own  Church,  or  deviate  from  them  ? 
Is  he  a  Rationalist,  like  Renan,  who  once  stood  at  the  threshold 
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of  the  priesthood?  Is  he  a  revolntionary  fanatic  like  Lamen- 
nais?  Is  he  a  Calvinist  or  a  Latheran  in  diBguise,  waiting  for 
the  most  favorable  opportunity  to  declare  liimself  ?  The  dis- 
coursed before  us  give  the  materials  for  a  sufficient  answer  to 
such  questions ;  and  the  position  of  Father  Hyacinthe,  in- 
cluding his  relations  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  to 
organized  Protestantism,  is  at  once  so  important  and  so  inad- 
equately understood,  that  such  questions  ara  worth  answering. 
1.  The  *Mate  Superior  of  the  Barefooted  Carmelites  of 
Paris/'  as  seen  in  these  Discourses,  is  an  earnest  and  loyal 
meml)er  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  We  are  not  under 
the  necessity  of  inferring  this  from  the  official  dignity  of  the 
author,  nor  fr<>m  the  fact  that  the  conferences  were  given  in 
the  great  cathedral  of  Pans,  at  the  invitation  and  with  the 
full  approval  of  the  Archbishop.     Let  him  speak  for  himself: 

"  Wh6n  I  heboid  the  Pontiff  of  the  Catholic  Charch,  the  fether  of  redeemed 
humanitj — let  me  caU  him  bj  bia  Dame,  that  sweet  name  that  grows  in  glory  as 
it  grows  in  eiperience  of  trial— when  I  behold  Pins  IX  ,  I  see  upon  his  centle 
and  msjestio  brow  three  crowns  not  to  be  diftjoined.  In  primeral  times,  when 
as  yet  there  waA  no  unWersal  Pope,  these  three  crowns  were  worn  by  the  pontiff 
of  erery  dwelling;  he  was  father,  king,  and  priest."  *  *  *  **  Now,  from 
the  head  of  the  father  of  the  family,  these  two  crowns,  of  priest  and  of  king, 
hare  fallen  oC  The  priestly  crown  has  passed,  in  part  at  least,  in  the  eonstitii- 
tion  of  religiuos  sodety,  to  the  Carbolic  hierarchy.  The  royal  diadem  has  passed 
altogether,  in  the  organisation  of  ciril  society,  to  the  chiefi  of  the  State.**  ppu 
2ft,  27. 

**For  this  canse  [for  baring  defended  the  divine  institotion  of  marriage  against 
the  attacks  of  secolar  powers]  I  bless  thee.  O  my  Ohurch!  Church  Catholic. 
Ohnrch  of  the  Mi<ldle  Ages,  and  of  the  great  PootiA  Gregory  VIL  and  Innocent 
III.  1  Not  alone  for  the  nanctity  of  thy  sacrament  hast  tboa  contended;  tbon 
hast  been  the  defender  of  the  liberty  of  onr  consciences,  the  parity  of  onr  mor- 
als, the  peace  and  dignity  of  our  homes  ....  The  Charch  has  defended  the 
family  ;  and  because  the  soul  of  the  family  is,  so  to  speak,  concentrated  in  the 
wife,  a  priceless  treasure  in  a  frail  vessel,  it  is  especially  over  woman  that  it  ex- 
tends it«  protection ;  woman,  with  whom  the  Church  has  affinities  so  affecting 
and  sublime  that  it  were  vain  to  attempt  to  snnder  them;  woman,  whose  liberty 
is  always  appealed  to  when  the  design  is  to  oppress  or  comipt  her:  the  Church 
defended  her  against  the  violence  of  the  powerful  in  days  of  yore,  as  it  now  de- 
feods  her  against  the  barbarity  of  sopbistSL"    pp.  29,  80. 

'*  All  life  is  in  the  bread;  maternal  life,  as  in  its  snbstahee;  intdlectial  Hfe,  as 
in  its  inntrument;  religious  life,  as  in  its  symbol.  [He  has  been  speaking  of  ag- 
riculture, the  bread-producing  power,  as  an  element  of  civilization.]  And  to 
behold  the  crowning  glory  of  the  bread  we  must  follow  it  to  the  Catholic  altar, 
where,  in  the  hands  of  Christ,  by  the  most  amadog  of  mysteries,  it  becomes  the 
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ttemal  food  of  the  tonl  and  the  augott  center  of  the  religion  of  the  human 
raee — the  bread  of  God  which  giveth  life  unto  the  Ttorld.**    p.  118. 

*'  Nowhere  in  Catholic  ChriHteodom  do  I  find  this  fearful  confusion  [the  oon- 
liislon  in  the  eame  bands  of  political  and  religions  power,  both  of  which  come 
from  aboTe,  bat  eeparatdy  and  difforentlj].  If  you  point  me  to  Rome,  I  do 
not  find  there  the  confusion  of  these  two  powers,  bat  the  exceptional  alliance  of 
them,  in  a  place  which  is  itself  exceptional  like  a  miracle.  Beneficent  alliance  I 
League  of  the  liberty  of  conscience,  net er  to  be  antwined  since  it  unites  there 
what  there  is  need  to  separate  eyery where  besides  1  Neyer  has  the  necessity  of 
it  shone  more  consploaoasly  than  at  this  hour.  [December,  1867 1]  Already  hast 
thoa  reoeiyed  the  witness  of  French  blood,"  Ac    p.  44. 

These  excerpts,  all  taken  from  the  conferences  on  the  relation 
of  Christianity  to  civil  society,  are  suflScient  without  the  addi- 
tions which  might  bo  made  from  the  sermon  on  ^^  the  profes- 
sion of  the  Catholic  faith."    Incidental  utterances  like  these, 
thrown  oat  in  the  fervor  of  public  discourse,  are  enough  to 
show  that  it  was  no  empty  affectation  on  his  part  to  say,  in 
the  opening  of  the  first  of  these  conferences,  ^^  I  find  in  my 
heart  two  passions "  [impelling  me  to  speak  on  a  theme  in- 
volving political  agitations]  :     ^*  The  first  is  the  passion — the 
burning  passion — of  love  for  the  holy,  Catholic,  a|K>stolic,  and 
Boman  Church,  our  mother,  the  mother  of  Europe  and  Ameri- 
ca, the  mother  of  the  great  civilization  of  the  West.     And 
then,  beside  her,  with  her,  within  her,  the  passion  of  love  to 
France,  which  has  always  been,  and  shall  ever  be,  her  eldest 
daughter."  Evidently  enough,  the  machinations  against  Father 
Hyacinthe  during  the  five  years  of  his  ministry  at  Notre 
Dame, ''the  open  attacks  and  secret  misrepresentations "  of 
which  he  was  the  object,  were  not  because  he  was  wanting  in 
loyalty  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.     He  was  then,  and, 
80  far  as  we  know,  he  is  still,  not  only  a  Catholic  (whether  in  the 
large  sense  or  in  the  An^ican  sense),  but  a  Roman  Catholic ; 
not  only  a  Eoman  Catholic,  but  a  Papist  who  sees  in  Pius 
IX.  ^'  the  father  of  redeemed  humanity ; "  not  only  a  devout 
believer  in  transnbstantiation  as  ''  the  most  amazing  of  myste- 
ries," but  a  believer,  also,  in  the  temporal  power  of  the  Pope 
and  in  French  intervention  to  uphold  that  power  by  bayonets 
against  the  will  of  the  Roman  people.    Even  while  he  insists 
on   the  separation  of  spiritual   authority  from  civil  power, 
he  insists  also  that  at  Rome  the  two  must  be  united  in  the 
person  of  the  Pope. 
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2.  Yet  we  cannot  but  observe  that,  as  we  become  acquainted 
with  him  in  this  volume,  he  gives  due  prominence  to  those 
really  catholic  truths  which  (if  the  current  opinion  of  Protest- 
ants is  correct)  are  ordinarily,  in  Roman  Cntholic  ministrations, 
overshadt»wed  by  the  peculiaiities  of  Bomanism.  We  lind 
here  very  little  about  the  invocation  of  saints  or  their  inter- 
cession for  their  worsliipors,  very  little  about  works  of  super- 
erogation, very  little  about  purgatv>ry  or  the  eflScacy  of  masses 
for  the  dead,  but  much  about  those  great  verities  of  the  Chris- 
tian revelation  which  the  Church  Catholic  held  before  the 
Reformation,  and  which  the  Reformers  did  not  surrender. 
The  truths  which  are  the  foundation  of  all  Christian  thinking 
are  the  foundation  of  his  thinking.  On  this  point,  instead  of 
culling  sentences  from  the  lectures  on  the  relatitm  of  Chris- 
tianity to  civil  society,  we  refer  only  to  the  sermon  on  the 
South  American  earthquakes : 

"  Doubtless  suflTeriDjc  and  death,  in  the  inferior  races,  are  older  thnn  the  sin  of 
Adam,  and  stand  in  no  direct  connectioD  with  the  mural  syHtem."  «  «  ♦ 
"  But  when  Adam  appeared,  born  at  once  of  the  ruddy  clay  and  of  the  braatk 
of  God,  the  OMrth  kept  silence  before  him :  the  sacred  tie  that  binds  together  the 
phjiiical  and  m«>ral  laws  waa  drawn  fast  in  his  consciousness.  Therein  perfect 
innocence  and  p<>rfect  happiness  had  stricken  corenant,  and  amid  the  peace  of 
Eden  was  heard  only  the  •ong  of  nature  at  rest  with  man,  of  God  in  a  sabbath 
which  bhde  lair  to  be  eternal.  This  sabbath -day ->how  came  it  to  an  end?  How 
came  nature  to  be  in  revolt  against  its  king?  H<»w  wafl  death  with  its  attend- 
ant plagues  able  to  intrude  into  this  upper  world  from  whicb  it  had  been  warned 
away  ?  *  By  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin/  You  have 
heard  the  stem  language  of  St.  Paul,  you  have  rec  'gnized  the  cardinal  doctrine 
of  original  sin.  It  is,  then,  simply  a  matter  of  logical  consistency — it  is  simply 
following  out  the  Bible  to  its  conclusions— when,  notwithstanding  those  laws  of 
science  which  are  mistakenly  offered  in  evidence  against  us.  we  persist  in  seeng, 
in  the  evils  which  rest  in  common  upon  all  our  race,  in  the  disasters  which  smite 
individuals  or  isolated  countries,  the  various  applicati<ms  of  one  constant  law  of 
the  moral  system — that  death  is  the  punishment  of  sin.''    pp.  141,  142. 

"  Guilt  is  universal:  so.  nltao,  will  punishment  be,  at  leant  in  the  future  life,  un- 
less penitence  should  avert  it  bt- fore  the  hour  of  justice  comes.  But  the  thun- 
derbolts which,  in  this  life,  from  time  to  time  break  throuieh  the  sheltering  douda 
of  loving  kindness,  do  not  always  Bmite  the  guiltiest,  do  not  necessarily  spire 
the  most  innocent.  Why,  then,  do  they  smite  at  all,  since  they  do  but  obey  His 
will  who  sen<i«>th  fortli  the  lightninjD^  that  they  may  go  upon  Uis  errand]*,  and 
returning,  answer,  Here  we  are  ff  Why  ff  I  don't  know,  brethren ;  I  don't  know ; 
and  nobody  else  knows  any  better  than  I  do.  An  inscrutable  Providence  pre- 
sides  over  the  judgments  t>f  God  in  the  regions  of  space  atid  time,  'iiis  judg. 
ments,*  says  the  psdlm,  *  are  a  great  deep ; '  and  it  was  on  the  verge  of  this  deep 
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that  one  gazed  down  from  the  third  heaTen,  and  ai  if  with  swimming  brain, 
ori*Hioat,*OthedAptbl' 

**  We  talk  of  sin,  and  of  sins.  The  word  of  God  answers  back  to  ns  and  speaks 
of  th€  sin,  the  one  sin,  the  sin  of  the  world.  '  I^hold  the  Lamb  of  God  that 
taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world  1 '  Oar  faults  are  not  sepArable  and  iudepend- 
«Dt ;  there  is  not  one  of  them  but  has  somewhat  to  do— is  somehow  mysterionslj 
implicated — with  the  transgressions  of  th«  race;  jnst  as,  in  its  turn,  the  collect- 
ire  weight  of  human  guilt  lies  on  each  several  conscience,  and  oppres8es  and 
burthens  it  from  the  cradle  upwards.  Doubtless  conscience  is  an  indiridual 
matter.*'  ♦  *  »  •«  But  face  to  fiice  with  this  individual  conscience,  there 
appears  a  uniTersal — if  I  may  use  the  word — a  humanitarian  conscience.  Over 
against  the  responsibility  proper  to  each,  is  set  the  responsibility  common  to 
all."    ♦    »    ♦ 

'*  Soliilarity — the  universal  community  of  interests  1  It  is  the  great  law  which 
po«^it]ve  science  establishes  everywhere  in  nature — which  a  generous  statesman- 
ship demands  everywhere  in  society.  Why  might  it  not  be,  under  forms  more 
mysterious,  but  not  less  real,  the  law  of  the  moral  and  religious  world  7 

**  In  this  way,  without  having  recourse  to  any  narr«»w  or  obsolete  ideas,  we 
explain  the  great  Bible  doctrine  of  the  unity  of  mankind  in  the  apostasy  and  in 
the  atonement  There  is  something  more  than  the  man ;  there  is  huinsniiy — 
humanity  which  falls  as  one  in  Adam,  and  in  every  one  of  the  suns  of  Adsm ; 
bvmanity  that  is  lifted  up  as  one  in  Jesus  OhrLit,  and  in  every  one  of  the  breth- 
ren  of  Jeeui  Christ*'    pp.  141—146. 

All  this  is  tindonbtedly  Catholic  doctrine  and  Roman — 
though  it  is  what  some  men  try  to  refute  as  Calvinism — as  if 
CSalvin  invented  all  this  and  none  but  his  followers  accepted 
it.  Here  are  those  old  doctrines  of  what  we  have  learned  to 
call  "  the  evangelical  system  " — the  primitive  apostasy  and 
ruin  of  the  human  race  in  the  apostasy  of  its  first  parents; 
the  nniversality  of  human  guilt;  the  atonement  by  ^^the 
Lamb  of  QckI,"  whom  the  preacher  elsewhere  speaks  of  as 
"the  Son  of  God  made  man;"  the  certainty  of  punishment 
in  tlie  future  life  for  the  impenitent ;  the  sovereignty  of  God 
in  his  providence  over  men.  Throughout  the  volume,  this 
style  of  religious  thought,  which  we  recognize  as  evangelical, 
predominates  over  the  distinctively  Roman  style ;  the  simply 
Scriptural  thought  is  rarely  if  ever  overshadowed  by  the  tra- 
ditif  nal  exaggeration  ;  the  common-sense,  ]>ractical  view  of  the 
Christian  life  is  more  conspicuous,  as  it  is  in  reality  more  sub- 
lime, than  the  mystical  enthusiasm  which  is  the  parent  of 
asceticism.  For  example,  having  said  that,  as  men  of  serious 
thought,  **  we  need  and  must  have  a  great  object,  worthy  of 
ourselves  and  God,"  he  asks,  "But  what  shall  it  be?  On  an 
earth  once  trodden  by  the  feet  of  Christ,  amid  the  course  of 
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ages  that  are  illnminated  from  his  cross,  is  there  for  the  soul 
of  man  and  for  all  the  race,  any  other  object  than  God^s  sal- 
vation ?"  Then,  fixing  the  thought  of  his  hearers  on  the 
"salvation  of  souls,"  he  says:  "  But  howl  For  the  vast  ma- 
jority—  almost  the  entire  mass  of  men  —  salvation  is  not 
achieved  in  the  deserts  and  in  ecstatic  visions,  but  in  the 
midst  of  society.  It  is  realized  by  faithfulness  to  the  du- 
ties of  family  and  civil  life,  to  all  those  holy  obligations  which 
bind  us  to  our  fellow-men ;  by  the  practical  effort  of  a  life 
which  turns  heavenward  in  prayer  for  light  and  strength,  and 
then  turns  back  to  earth  for  wealth  and  liberty,  and  above  all, 
for  righteousness."  As  we  read,  we  are  reminded  of  what  De 
Tocqueville  said,  thirty  years  ago,  about  the  influence  of 
American  civilization  on  the  religion  of  Roman  Catholic  citi- 
zens. "  There  are  no  Koman  priests  who  show  less  taste  for 
tlie  minute  individual  observances,  for  extraordinary  or  pecu- 
liar means  of  salvation,  or  who  cling  more  to  the  spirit  and 
less  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  than  the  Roman  Catholic  priests 
of  the  United  States.  Nowhere  is  that  doctrine  of  the  Church 
which  prohibits  the  worship  reserved  to  God  alone  from  being 
offered  to  the  saints,  more  clearly  inculcated  or  more  gener- 
ally followed."*  The  philosophic  Frenchman's  generalization 
may  have  been  too  hasty,  but  his  language  shows  that  he  had 
at  least  conceived  the  possibility  of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest 
preaching  to  Roman  Catholic  hearers  with  honest  loyalty  to 
the  peculiarities  of  Romanism,  yet  without  making  those  pe- 
cnliarities  so  prominent  as  to  overshadow  the  greater  truths  of 
essential  Christianity. 

Can  it  be  thought  that  this  characteristic  of  Father  Hya- 
cinthe's  ministry  was  the  occasion  of  his  becoming  the  object 
of  open  attacks  and  secret  misrepresentation?  We  must  say 
that  this  common-sense  Christian  thinking  is  very  unlike  what 
we  find  in  some  Roman  Catholic  books — for  example,  in  the 
Life  of  Father  Ravignan ;  and  we  can  easily  understand  that 
men,  whose  religion  has  practically  more  of  Mary  in  it  than 
of  Christ,  whose  prayers  are  offered,  proximately,  more  to 
canonized  saints  than  to  the  Father  of  lights,  and  in  whose 
habitual  thoughts  the  simple  truths  of  Scriptural  Christianity 


*  Democracy  in  Amaricft,  roL  iL,  p.  47. 
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are  over^iprown  and  choked  by  the  traditional  enthasiasma 
which  Rome  has  shaped  and  hardened  into  doginas,  might  be 
shocked  beyond  ineasnre  to  hear  in  the  church  of  La  Made- 
leine, or  in  the  cathedral  of  Notre  Dame,  such  sermons  as  we 
read  in  this  volume,  and  might  make  haste  to  report  the 
preacher  at  Rome  as  verging  toward  heresy. 

3.  Father  Hyacinthe's catholicity  of  doctrine  very  naturally 
affects  his  habitual  judgment  of  wiiat  Christ's  Catholic  Church 
is.    In  his  view,  very  freely  expressed,   the   true  Church  of 
Christ — that  Chnrch  outside  of  which  there  can   be  no  salva- 
tio| — iDclndes  many  who  are  not  in  any  outward  and  visible 
communion  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.     Of  this,  the 
sennon  on  **  the  profession  of  the  Catholic  Faith  "  is  a  suffi- 
cient illustration.     An  American  lady,  whose  name  the  news- 
papers have  freely  mentioned  in  connection  with  her  story — a 
member  of  the  Plymouth  Church  in  Brooklyn — had  been  con- 
vinced  of  her  Protestant  errors  by  seeing  at  Rome  *'  that 
temple  of  St  Peter,  the  most  vast  and  splendid  ever  reared  by 
man  to  his  God,''  which  ^h'mages  the  universal  br<itherh(>od  of 
the  children  of  God  upon  the  earth  "  (p.  128),  and  had  de- 
termined to  be  a  Roman  Catholic.     She  chose  to  make  her 
nevv  profession  at  Paris,  and  to  have  a  sermon  on  the  occasion 
from  the  most  celebrated   preacher  of  the  Roman   Catholic 
world.    She  gave  him  for  his  text,  Ps.  Ixxxix.,  1 :  ^^I  will  sing 
of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  forever."     Preaching  from   this 
text  Father  Hyacinthe  tells  her,  "  I  will  endeavor  to  speak  of 
the  designs  of  (-iod    in  your   past,    your   present,  and  your 
fbtnre."    Expatiating  first  on  the  mercies  of  her  past  life,  he 
says,  "Bom  as  you  were  in  the  midst  of  heresy,  you  were  no 
heretic.     No,  thank  God,  j on  were  no  heretic;  and  nothing 
diall  force  me  to  apply  to  you  that  cruel — that  justly  cruel 
name,  against  which  all  my  knowledge  of  your  past  makes 
protest."  (p.  24 )     He  alleges  the  authority  of  Augustine  in 
mpport  of  his  position  that  the  member  of  Plymouth  Church, 
who  was  in   the  act  of  renouncing   her  Protestantism,  had 
never  been  a  heretic,  and  then  asks,  "  What  were  yon  then  ?" 
Auswering  his  own  question,  he  says,  "  This  is  just  what  you 
were:  a  noble,  womanly  nature,  seeking  the  truth  in  love,  and 
love  in  the  truth  ;  more  than  that,  yon  were  a  Christian — ^yee, 
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a  Catholic."  (p.  126.)  He  telb  her,  "  Before  coming  to  im, 
yon  were  a  Christian  by  baptism,  validly  received ;  and  when 
the  hand  of  the  minister  sprinkled  the  water  on  yonr  brow 
with  those  words  of  eternal  life,  ^I  baptize  yon  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghostf  it  was 
Jesus  Christ  himself  who  baptized  yon.  ^  The  hand  is  noth- 
ing,' says  Saint  Angnsdne,  ^  be  it  Peter's  or  Panl's,  the  hand 
is  nothing — it  is  Christ  that  baptizes.' ''  (p.  126.)  "  Yon^were 
a  Christian,  also,  by  the  gospel,  as  well  as  by  baptism.  The 
Bible  was  the  book  of  yonr  childhood,  and  y«»n  learned  from 
it  the  secrets  of  this  divine  faith  which  belongs  to  every  ^ge 
because  it  comes  from  eternity,  with  the  accents  of  that 
Anglo-Saxon  tongue  which  belongs  to  every  land  becanse  it 
prevails  throughout  the  world  by  virtue  of  its  civilizing 
force."  *  *  *  "  When  we  read  over  again  together  that 
gospel  which  separated  our  ancestors,  I  was  pleasantly  sur- 
prised, at  every  page,  to  find  that  we  understood  it  in  the  same 
sense,  and  that,  consequently,  when  you  read  it  outside  of  the 
Church,  you  did  not  read  it  without  the  spirit  of  the  Church." 
(pp.  126,  126.)  And  then  he  tells  her,  **  You  had  prayer;  an 
inward  thing,  invisible,  unspeakable,  and  yet  real  above  all 
things  besides — and  preeminently  the  language  of  the  soul  to 
God,  and  of  God  to  the  soul,  the  direct  ai;d  personal  commun- 
ion of  the  humblest  Christian  with  his  Father  in  heaven." 

The  language,  then,  which  he  uses  in  the  ^^  prefatory  letter" 
addressed  to  the  translator  of  this  volume,  is  hardly  more  ex- 
plicit than  his  language  in  the  sermon  on  '*  the  profession  of  the 
Catholic  faith."  In  the  "  letter,"  he  says,  "  I  have  never 
deemed  that  the  Christian  communions  separated  from  Rome 
were  disinherited  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  without  a  part  in  the 
immense  work  of  the  preparation  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  In 
my  intercourse  with  some  of  the  most  pious  and  learned  of 
their  members,  I  have  experienced,  in  those  depths  of  the  soul 
where  illusion  is  impossible,  the  unutterable  blessing  of  the 
communion  of  saints.  Whatever  divides  us  externally  in  space 
and  time,  vanishes  like  a  dream  before  that  which  unites  us 
within, — the  grace  of  the  same  God,  the  blood  of  the  same 
Christ,  the  hopes  of  the  same  eternity."  *  *  *  We  are 
all  laboring  in  common  for  the  upbuilding  of  that  Church  of 
the  Future  which  shall  be  the  Church  of  the  Past  in  its 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  Faiher  Hyacinthe.  61 

original  pnrity  and  beaatj,  bnt  shall  have  gathered  to  itself, 
besides,  the  depth  of  its  analyses,  the  breadth  of  its  syntheses, 
the  experience  of  its  toils,  its  struggles,  and  its  griefs  through 
all  these  centuries."  (p.  13.) 

Was  it  for  snch  a  judgment,  and  sach  a  feeling  as  this,  that 
the  great  preacher  at  ifotre  Dame  was  regarded  as  a  man  to 
be  circumvented  and  suppressed  ?  On  the  contrary,  has  not 
**  the  Catholic  World  "  expressed  the  same  judgment  and  feel- 
ing? Has  it  not  expressly  repudiated  as  '* erroneous"  ^^the 
notion  of  Catholic  doctrine  which  conceives  of  it  as  requiring 
one  to  believe  that  there  is  no  true  faith  or  holiness  outside  of 
the  visible  communion  of  the  See  of  Peter."  (Catholic  World, 
Vol.  v.,  p.  111.)  Has  not  Archbishop  Manning  of  West- 
minster written  a  letter  to  Dr.  Pusey  about  the  workings  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Church  of  England? 

4.  If  this  book  should  be  put  into  tlie  hands  of  one  of  those 
Protestants  who  believe  that  one  distinctive  feature  of  the 
Eoman  Catholic  religion  is  a  violent  antipathy  to  the  Bible,  he 
would  probably  be  surprised  at  iiuding  that  the  preacher  refers 
often  to  the  Bible,  and  refers  to  it  in  a  way  that  shows  how 
thoroughly  he  has  studied  it  and  how  highly  he  appreciates  it. 
Father  Hyacinthe  must  seem  to  such  a  reader  quite  unlike  the 
ideal  Roman  Catholic  of  anti-papal  literature.  It  is  true  that 
he  quotes  the  apocryphal  books  not  unfrequently,  and  that 
when  he  quotes  the  canonical  books,  he  does  not  quote  from 
our  translation.  But  the  use  which  he  makes  of  the  Latin  Bible 
in  his  sermons,  is  very  much  like  the  use  which  Protestant 
preachers,  in  this  country  and  in  Great  Britain,  ordinarily 
make  of  the  English  Bible.  IJe  quotes  it  sometimes  for 
authority,  sometimes  for  illustration  only,  and  sometimes  by 
mere  allusion.  Thoroughly  acquainted  with  it  in  his  own 
studies  and  devotions,  he  assumes  that  his  hearers  are  also 
familiarly  acquainted  with  it.  What  he  said  about  the  Bible 
in  his  famous  ^^  speech  before  the  Peace  League,"  would  not 
have  been  out  of  place  if  uttered  from  the  anniversary  plat, 
form  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 


"  W«  mast  record  and  expound  to  the  world,  which  does  not  an  oratand  ( 
as  yet,  those  two  great  books  of  public  aod  private  moraUty,  the  book  of  the 
synagogue,  written  by  Moses,  with  the  fires  of  Sinai,  and  transmitted  by  th^ 
prophets  to  the  Christian  Church ;  and  our  own  book,  ibe  book  of  grace,  which 
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upholds  and  falfills  the  law,  the  gospel  of  the  8od  of  God.    The  decalogue  of 
llones,  and  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ."     »    •    • 

**  This  is  what  we  need  to  affirm  by  word  and  by  example,  what  we  need  to 
gloriry  before  peoples  and  kings  alike.  [ProUmgtd  applttune].  Thank  yon  for 
this  applause.  It  comes  from  your  hearts,  and  it  is  intended  for  these  divine 
books.  In  the  name  of  these  two  books,  I  accept  it.  I  accept  it,  also,  in  the 
name  of  thoAe  sincere  men  who  group  themseWes  about  these  books,  in  Europe 
and  America.  It  is  a  most  palpable  fact,  that  there  is  no  room  in  the  daylight  of 
the  civilised  world  except  fur  these  three  religious  communions,  Catholicism, 
Protestantism,  and  Judaism  I*    pp.  9, 10. 

That  speech — especially  the  passage  about  the  Bible  and 
the  three  reh'gions  commnnions  of  the  civilized  world — was 
made  the  occasion  of  an  agitatit>n  at  Paris,  and  of  reports  and 
machinations  at  Rome,  which  brought  upon  the  orator  a  re- 
buke and  censure  from  the  General  of  the  Carmelite  Order. 
It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  agitation  was 
raised  not  ostensibly  against  his  commendation  of  the  Bible, 
but  chiefly  by  means  of  a  perversion  of  his  language — as  if  he 
had  said  (what  he  did  not  say)  that  "the  three  religious  com- 
munions" which  he  named  were  equal  in  his  regard,  or  equal 
in  rightful  authority.  Whatever  dishonor  some  Roman  Cath- 
olics (or  all)  may  put  upon  the  Bible  indirectly  by  exalting  the 
authority  of  their  Church,  and  however  they  may  make  it 
void  through  their  traditions,  no  intelligent  adherent  of  that 
Church — be  he  ever  so  illiberal — would  dare  to  acknowledge 
himself  offended  by  Father  Hyacinthe's  most  eloquent  tribute 
to  the  Bible.  Indeed,  the  orator  had  expressed  himself  in 
similar  terms,  more  than  once,  from  the  pulpit  of  Notre  Dame, 
as  we  see  in  the  Conferences  of  1 867.  For  example,  "  I  have 
told  you  before,  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Bible.  Anti- 
religions  prejudice  may  deny  its  inspiration,  but  it  cannot 
contest  its  historical  authority.  I  take  the  Bible,  which  one 
of  the  deepest  thinkers  of  our  age  has  called  ^  the  book  of 
humanity,'  the  Bible,  which  is  not  the  history  of  a  political 
organization  or  of  a  religious  sect,  but  the  history  of  the  great 
race  of  man  ;  I  open  its  first  book,"  &c.  p.  20.  Again, — 
and  these  things,  be  it  remembered,  were  said  not  in  a 
concio  ad  derumy  but  in  advent  conferences  addressed  most 
emphatically  adpopvlum : — "  We  read  the  gospel,  and  we  do 
well,  but  we  do  not  read  the  Old  Testament  as  much  as  we 
ought — the  history  of  that  peop'.e  Israel,  of  whom   Moses 
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says,  in  langnnge  fall  of  mysterions  significance,  that  it  is  the 
measnre  and  the  type  after  wliicb  the  other  nations  have  been 
formed."  [Dent,  xxxin.,  8.]  p.  53.  There  may  be  a  party  at 
Paris  and  at  Rome — probably  there  is — snfficiently  illiberal 
and  timid  to  be  frightened  at  the  "  dangerons  tendency  "  of 
Father  Hyacinthe's  habit  of  freely  commending  the  Bible  to 
his  henrers.  Bat  surely  he  has  never  said  anything  stronger  in 
that  direction  than  what  the  "  Catholic  World  "  has  said  to 
the  American  pnblic.  Onr  readers  know  something  aboat 
that  monthly  issued  by  the  Catholic  Publication  Society,  with 
the  particular  approval  of  the  Archbishop  of  New  York,  the 
Cardinal  Prefect  of  the  Propaganda,  and  of  Pope  Pius  IX. 
Of  such  a  work  we  may  be  sure  that  nothing  inconsistent 
with  the  soundest  loyalty  to  Rome  can  be  found  in  it.  Yet 
the  Catholic  World  says,  ''  the  Bible  is  the  work  of  God  as 
the  firmament  of  heaven  is  his  work.  It  has  the  precedence  of 
dignity  over  tradition,  decrees  of  councils,  theology,  science, 
literature,  every  other  work  in  which  man  concurs  with  the 
spirit  of  God,  because  in  the  production  of  the  Bible  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  concurred  with  the  spirit  of  man  in  a  higher 
and  more  immediate  manner."  *  *  *  "  We  believe  that 
the  books  of  Scripture  are  intelligible,  and  a  perfect  mine  of 
intellectual,  spiritual,  and  moral  treasure.  This  is  true,  emi- 
nently, of  the  sacred  books  as  they  are  studied  in  their  origi- 
nal languages.  It  is  no  less  true,  however,  that  its  most  im- 
portant treasures  of  knowledge  are  equally  open  to  those  who 
can  read  the  best  versions.  No  book  has  ever  been  so  many 
times  well  translated  as  the  Bible."  ♦  ♦  ♦  *<  It  ig,  there- 
fore, without  doubt,  a  most  excellent  and  profitable  exercise 
for  good,  plain  people,  able  to  read  and  understand  the  English 
Bible,  to  read  it  ctmtinually  and  attentively."  ♦  *  ♦  **  "VTe 
have  no  fear  of  any  intelligent,  instructed  Catholic  being  in- 
jured by  reading  the  Bible.  Nor  do  we  consider  the  very 
general  and  high  esteem  of  king  James's  version  among 
English-speaking  Protestants,  and  their  familiarity  with  it, 
as  an  evil,  or  as  an  obstacle  to  ihe  spread  of  Catholic 
doctrines."  Catholic  Worid,  Vol.  V.,  pp.  117,  118.  Surely,  if 
we  should  even  liint  that  Father  Hyacinthe's  free  speaking  in 
commendation  of  the  Bible  had  anything  to  do  with  his  being 
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brought  into  disgrace  at  Rome,  Father  Hecker  wonld  cry  out 
with  a  more  grieved  and  injured  tone  than  ever,  '^  Is  it 
honest  r 

5.  The  i-eader  of  these  discourses,  watching  to  find  what  it 
is  in  them  which  could  give  offense  to  the  most  sensitive 
Eoman  Catholic,  may  be  impressed  with  the  fact  that  while 
the  author  is  a  monk,  preaching  in  what  he  calls  '^  these 
glorious  rays  of  the  monastic  habit,"  he  is,  nevertheless,  a 
man  with  all  the  instincts  and  sympathies  of  un perverted 
manhood.  He  does  not  indeed  disparage  the  celibate  life 
which  is  so  often  represented  by  writers  of  his  Church  as  the 
highest  sort  of  Christian  life.  He  eveq  claims  for  the  monastic 
orders  great  honor  in  consideration  of  their  service  in  the 
middle  ages  (p.  62),  and  he  holds  that  there  is  still  a  part  for 
them  to  perform  in  the  progress  of  Christianity.  Thus  he 
says: 

"  Suffer  me  to  disengage  from  my  poor  person  tbe  sablimity  of  the  monastic 
state,  and  to  greet  in  the  true  monk  not  some  dead  fossil  of  the  anreturaing 
past,  but  the  boldest  and  most  fiir-sighted  forerunner  of  the  dltimafe  future.  He 
18  the  man  who,  without  despising  what  there  is  of  grand  and  noble  in  this  world, 
loying  it,  on  the  contrary,  and  keeping  heart  of  hope  for  all  its  interests,  warms 
with  enthusiasm  for  a  loftier  form  of  goodness  that  is  yet  to  come,  but  which  is 
brought  nigh  to  him  by  faith.  He  looks  far  beyond  these  most  solid  realities  to 
the  boldest  and  most  splendid  Utopias,  and  ever,  as  humanity  grows  impatient  of 
its  Toyage  and  longs  to  land  ere  it  has  reached  the  port,  he  seems  to  point  for 
ward  to  some  invisible  shore  and  say,  *  Not  yet  1  not  yet ! '  *'    p.  121. 

Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  our  preacher  finds  the  true  home  of 
religion  not  so  much  io  the  cloister  as  in  the  family.  He  is 
deeply  penetrated  with  the  primeval  truth,  recovered  and  vin- 
dicated by  the  gospel,  that  the  fatnily  is  a  divine  institution, 
and  that  all  the  affections  and  relations  that  constitute  the 
family  are  hallowed  by  God's  benediction.  What  he  calls 
^^  the  law  of  love  in  the  family,"  is  in  his  view  the  first  ele- 
ment of  civilization.     He  says : 

*<  I  have  spoken  before  now  about  love  in  the  fiEtmily — quite  too  mueh  about 
it,  some  people  say.  I  am  only  sorry  that  I  have  not  said  more.  To  exhibit 
the  indissoluble  union  between  love  and  the  family  is  the  Loblest  and  moat 
needed  ta^k  that  any  earnest  man.  and  especially  any  priust,  can  set  himself. 
For  my  part,  I  have  never  been  able  to  put  myself  into  the  position  of  those 
theologians,  with  neither  heart  nor  genius,  who  ignore  this  sentiment  of  the 
boman  soul,  and  are  afraid,  apparently,  to  pollute  their  lips  by  uttering  its  name. 
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I  make  bold  to  doelaro  that  it  U  suoh  med  «•  thaM  who  bavo  prepared  the  way 
for  the  dynasty  of  those  oon8ci«*oceleM  writers  who,  Mpar^ting.  after  their  fa»h- 
ioo,  passion  from  duty,  extol  love  without  compreheodiDg  its  true  dignity,  and 
inflict  upon  it  that  supreme  outrage  of  confounding  it  with  caprice  and  lust. 
Except  when  it  fixes  its  indiTi^ual  gaxe  on  heaven,  and  becomes  virginity,  love 
eaaoot  bloasom,  save  in  the  sanctuary  fA  home,  with  that  two-fold  bloom,  bo 
beautiful  and  yet  so  serious  and  holy — marriage  and  parentage.**  *  *  * 
'*  As  the  best  and  worthiest  service  to  humanity  is  attained  by  serving  it  in  one's 
own  oonntry,  so  one  may  best  serve  and  love  his  country  in  his  family  There, 
moat  of  all,  is  played  the  drama  of  human  life,  intense  and  ravishing  as  the  best 
pasaioDfl  of  the  heart,  grave  as  duty,  active  as  the  pursuit  of  interest  (which  is 
itfelf  a  duty),  calm  and  recollected  as  study  and  prayer."  *  *  *  «<  Doubt- 
lew  the  life  of  a  g^at  nation  is  at  the  polls  and  In  the  legislature ;  but  far  more 
than  this,  it  is  at  the  firesida  Where  shall  we  find  philosophers  to  teach  us 
(his — authors  and  artists  to  depict  it — where,  above  all,  the  men  to  live  it? 
Ah  I  look  beyond  the  Alps,  at  our  little  neighbor  Swiiaerlaad,  home  of  toilsome 
industry  and  of  the  household  of  simple,  honest,  happy  life ! — home,  too,  of  f^ee. 
traditional  dnmocraoy  I  And  here,  poor  French  democracy,  despising  the  family, 
despisiiifT  reli^on,  here  thou  art  lying  yet,  after  eighty  years,  crying,  helpless,  in 
tliy  bloody  swaddling  clothes!  "    pp.  109, 110. 

This  is  certainly  the  sort  of  instruction  which  France  needs, 
and  has  needed  through  long  centuries  past.  Bat  is  it  not 
possible  that  in  this  exaltation  of  the  sanctity  that  encircles 
the  domestic  relations,  as  if  the  family  might  even  be  holier 
than  the  convent,  there  was  something  to  startle  into  jealonsy 
the  traditionary  sentiment  which  appropriates  the  word  **  re- 
ligious "  as  the  distinctive  designation  of  those  who  live  in 
artificial  associations  and  under  vows  of  artificial  duty,  and 
virtually  denies  the  equal  religiousness  of  all  who  serve  God, 
however  humbly  and  devoutly,  in  the  relations  which,  by  the 
will  and  wisdom  of  God,  belong  to  the  constitution  of  human 
nature.  In  the  presence  of  that  sentiment  (which  we  call 
traditional  because  it  has  no  place  in  the  authentic  records  of 
Christianity),  the  monk  is  ''a  religious,''  and  the  nun  is  '*a 
religious,"  but  the  bride  and  bridegroom,  though  their  vows 
of  mutual  love  be  offered  in  the  fear  and  love  of  God — the 
father  and  mother,  though  they  be  laboring  with  all  dili- 
gence and  prayer  to  bring  up  their  children  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord — the  brothers  and  sisters  iu  a  Chris- 
tian household,  though  their  home  be  like  that  in  Bethany 
where  Jesus  loved  to  rest— cannot  be,  in  the  distinctive  sense, 
"  religious,"  without  substituting  for  the  duties  of  these  natu- 
ral relations  the  artificial  duties  of  monastic  life.     We  can 
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easily  conceive  that  Father  Hyacinthe^s  preaching,  so  alive 
with  generous  hnman  sympathies,  so  strennonsly  asserting  his 
right  as  a  minister  of  Christ  to  be  interested  in  whatever  per- 
tains to  the  highest  welfare  of  men,  and  especially  so  fragrant 
with  thoughts  of  domestic  felicity,  might  waken  the  fears  and 
even  enrage  the  fanaticism  of  many  an  unfortunate  ascetic  to 
whom  nothing  can  seem  truly  religious  that  is  not  unnatural. 
6.  When  we  remember  the  chronic  antipathy  with  which 
Roman  infallibility  regards  the  progress  of  the  physical  sciences, 
another  characteristic  of  these  discourses  arrests  our  attention. 
Most  evidently,  the  author  has  no  fear  of  anything  that  science 
may  discover  in  the  sphere  of  nature.  Familiar  with  the  facts 
of  modern  science — not  as  a  specialist  in  any  department,  but 
only  as  a  general  scholar — he  is  the  more  ready  to  encounter 
and  bafSe  the  infidelity  that  allies  itself  with  science.  Thus 
in  his  first  series  of  conferences  (not  given  in  this  volume),  he 
boldly  grappled  with  the  philosophy  which  finds  in  the  uni- 
verse nothing  but  matter  and  impersonal  force.  He  never 
hesitates  to  accept  the  legitimate  conclusions  of  scientific  dis- 
overy,  nor  to  use  them  in  the  service  of  religion.  In  his  ser- 
mon on  the  South  American  earthquakes,  we  find  an  allusion 
to  geology,  which  seems  as  if  he  had  studied  Dr.  Bushnell's 
chapter  on  "  Anticipative  Consequences."     He  says: 

"  TMs  planet  itself,  on  whidi  the  work  of  onr  great  race  is  wrought,  would 
almoet  seem  less  to  haye  been  made  for  us  than  to  ha?e  been  made  against  ns. 
From  its  strange  infancy,  an  incandescent  mass  or  abyps  of  liquid  fire,  a  huge 
fire-brsnd  hurtling  through  space  or  dashing  out  its  confused  waves  into  the 
darknecB,  it  has  seemed  the  enemy  of  life  in  every  form.  Then  during  those  six 
days — God's  days,  not  man's,  and  therefore  not  to  be  measured — for  a  *  a  thovia* 
and  years  in  his  sight  are  as  yesterday' — it  has,  with  convulsive  pangs  of  labor, 
produced,  and  again  destroyed,  huge  forms  of  being,  plants  or  animals,  which  never 
could  have  subsisted  in  the  samn  atmosphere  with  ourselves.  Finally,  after  aU  these 
cataclysms,  when  that  strip  of  earth  habitable  for  man  had  emerged — I  say  noth- 
ing of  the  vast  deserts  that  dispute  oar  occupancy  of  it,  nor  of  the  froxen  regions 
which  consume  it  at  the  poles,  nor  of  the  heats  that  blase  along  its  tropical 
shores — I  find  it  so  scanty  in  its  length,  in  its  breadth — I  was  about  to  say  to 
scanty  in  its  accommodations — that  it  seems  to  me  less  like  a  peaceful  and  per- 
manent dwelling,  than  a  frail  ship  beaten  by  the  storms  of  three  oceans — the  sea 
of  waters  round  about,  the  sea  of  air  above,  the  sea  of  fire  underneath  t  Onca 
already  it  has  foundered  in  the  waves;  may  it  not,  perad?enture,  be  sometima 
swallowed  up  in  the  flames  ?  For  *  the  day  of  the  Lord  shall  come  as  a  thief  in  the 
night,  in  the  ^hich  the  heaveos  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  and  the  ele- 
ments shall  melt  with  a  fervent  heat ;  the  earth  also,  and  the  works  that  are 
therein,  ahaU  be  burned  up.'  '*    pp  162,  163. 
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Ib  there  remaining  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Chnrch  anything 
of  that  conservative  spirit  which  condemned  Galileo  for  be- 
lieving and  teaching  the  motion  of  the  earth  ?  Are  there  any 
monks  or  priests  in  Paris  who  hold  tlmt  the  Church,  by  virtue 
of  its  infallibility,  can  safely  dictate  to  men  of  science  what 
they  may,  and  what  they  must  not,  discover,  in  their  own 
sphere  of  exploration  and  induction?  If  there  are  any  such, 
it  is  easy  to  account  for  a  very  bitter  dislike  of  Father  Hya- 
ointhe, and  a  relentless  opposition  to  his  ministry.  Evidently 
enough,  he  does  not  think  according  to  their  way  of  thinking ; 
and  to  them,  therefore,  be  must  seem  a  very  dangerous  person. 
He  finds  the  sphere  of  religion  and  of  religious  knowledge  in 
those  regions  of  thought  which  are  accessible  to  all  thoughtful 
minds.  '*  Science,"  he  says,  "  at  that  stage  of  development  at 
which  it  is  worthy  of  the  name,  is  not  an  absolute  necessity  of 
human  nature.  If  man  knows  his  own  soul  and  God,  love 
and  duty,  labor  and  death,  he  knows  the  answer  to  those  su- 
preme questions  which  are  put  to  him  by  consciousness  within 
and  by  the  world  without."  The  answer  to  those  supreme 
questions  is  religion ;  and  any  religion  is  true  or  false,  in- 
telligent or  unintelligent,  in  proportion  as  it  answers  those 
questions  wisely  and  distinctly.  Science,  however  worthy  of 
the  name,  if  it  be  mere  science,  cannot  answer  those  supreme 
questions.  In  some  way,  right  or  wrong,  they  are  already  an- 
swered before  science  begins.  Perhaps  the  author  of  the 
IJineteenth  Psalm,  though  he  knew  nothing  of  astronomy, 
could  answer  those  questions  better  than  La  Place.  Perhaps 
the  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Bomans,  though  he  knew 
nothing  of  chemistry,  could  answer  those  questions  better 
than  Huxley.  Perhaps  the  writer  of  the  Fourth  Gospel, 
though  he  knew  nothing  of  politico-econoniical  science,  could 
answer  those  supreme  questions  better  than  Stuart  Mill.  Yet 
Father  Hyacinthe  puts  great  honor  upon  science. 

"  Contemplstiye  science — what  it  there  that  it  has  Dot  included  in  its  scope? 
It  has  Bcmtioized  the  inyisible,  weighed  the  imponderable,  decomposed  the 
motecoJe,  in  the  laboratories  of  its  physics  and  ohemistry.  Queen  of  the  inor- 
ganic world,  it  is  extending  its  conquests,  day  by  day,  by  means  of  physiology, 
into  the  organic  world;  and  laying  hands  upon  life  itself  in  the  currents  of  blood 
which  it  interrogates  and  directs  at  its  will,  it  seeks  to  penetrate  those  awful 
secrets  which  we  have  been  carrying  about  with  us  in  our  own  bodies  without 
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daring  tn  explore  them.  Its  realm  ez^endt  even  to  higher  vpheree  than  this.  It 
takes  to  itself  the  name  of  philonophy,  and  hovers  aloft  in  the  reginne  of  the 
isoul  and  above  the  sonl  it  studies  the  ideas  which  eiiUf^hten  it,  and,  far  above 
the  ideas.  God  who  gives  them  light.  Yes!  to  start  from  the  atom,  to  go  ronnnt- 
iog  upward,  by  the  blood,  by  the  ideas,  by  Gk>d  himself,  op  to  the  very  topmost 
height  of  things,  never  paa$ing  until,  like  the  daaed  eagle,  it  hangs  poised  with 
eye  fixed  upon  the  son — this  is  the  career  of  science!  Ah  1  I  eould  lift  up  a 
lamentation  that  should  not  be  comforted,  were  humanity  to  be  bereft  of  these 
sublime  audacities,  of  the  ravishment  of  these  prolific  joys  I 

'*  And  yet  this  is  not  all.  Science,  as  I  just  hinted,  is  a  prolific  mother.  She 
cannot  remain  cloistered  in  the  sanetuary  of  oontemplation,  like  a  virgin  in  her 
calm  and  luminous  beauty.  She  oomea  back  into  the  sphere  of  material  activity ; 
she  is  wedded  to  productive  toil,  and  they  are  the  pareota  of  pow^r  aud 
riches.  Into  the  hands  of  the  laborer  from  the  plough  she  puts  implemeotB 
and  methods  that  are  akin  to  the  miraculous,  and  bids  htm.  Go,  subdue  the 
world,  and  transform  it  And— as  in  these  Tltanio  wars  that  are  led  by  genius 
and  waited  on  by  fortune,  each  day  Is  marked  by  some  resplendent  victory— «o 
discovery  succeeds  discovery,  each  surpassing  that  which  went  before,  and 
science,  applied  by  industry,  impels  society  from  triumph  on  to  triumph,  tv/ward 
a  future  which  they  do  but  just  dimly  descry,  and  the  prospect  of  Fbich  at  once 
enraptures  and  dismays. 

'*  And  then,  over  the  stalwart  and  naked  shoulders  of  this  positive  civilisation 
which  controls  and  operates  material  forces,  lo!  Art  draws  nigh  to  fling  it«  star- 
ry and  imperial  robe — all  the  glories  of  painting,  sculpture,  and  aicbitecture — 
all  the  haimonies  of  music  and  of  poetry — falling  from  heaven,  like  a  transfigu- 
ration, upon  the  stir  and  din  of  huqian  toil."    pp.  116 — 118. 

On  the  whole,  it  can  hardly  be  wondered  at  that  a  monk 
who  is,  nevertheless,  so  human — a  reclnse,  yet  so  mnch  in  the 
world  and  of  the  world  while  not  less  evidently  above  the 
world — a  preacher  earnestly  Roman  Catholic,  yet  so  eagerly 
accepting  all  the  results  of  science — was  anxiously  watched 
by  men  who  think  science  ought  to  be  governed  hy  ecclesias- 
tical dictation,  was  suspected,  was  deuounced  at  Kome  with 
"secret  misrepresentations,"  and  has  at  last,  by  "the  intrigues 
of  a  party  omnipotent  at  Rome,"  been  brought  under  a  pub- 
lic censure  from  the  General  of  his  order. 

7.  But  the  worst  of  all  indications  of  Father  Hyacinthe's 
unsoundness  is  the  fact  that  he  cherishes  in  his  heart  a  patri- 
otic love  of  liberty,  and  frankly  commits  himself  on  the  side 
of  that  great  movement  toward  political  reformation  which 
gives  character  to  the  nineteenth  century.  In  his  speech  be- 
fore the  Peace  League,  six  months  ago,  when  France  was  still 
fretting  against  the  bit  and  reins  of  absolute  power,  he  dared 
to  say : 
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"It  was  but  the  morning  twiligbt  of  public  opinion  ibat  was  sbining  in  the 
days  of  Pascal  and  Loais  XIY.  The  morning  han  advanced  Rince  then,  it  ap- 
proaches its  meridian,  and  everywhere,  to-day,  it  tends  to  put  an  end  tu  the 
caprices  of  personal  government.  Personal  governments  have  had  their  reason 
and  their  uses  in  other  ages.  A  child  stands  in  need  of  masters  and  tutors  of  a 
Tery  personal  sort ;  but,  as  St.  Paul  says,  speakinj^  of  regenerate  humanity,  we 
are  no  longer  children  nor  slaves ;  we  are  entitled  to  come  into  possession  of 
the  inheritance.  It  is  no  time  now  for  personal  governments.  It  is  time  for 
the  government  of  public  opinion,  for  the  government  of  the  country  by  itself; 
and  now  that  all  the  countries  are  calling  and  stretching  oat  the  band  to  one 
another,  the  hour  is  at  hand  for  the  government  of  manliind  by  itself."    pp.  8, 4. 

Strange  to  say,  the  "personal  governnjent"  of  France  took 
no  offense  at  those  bold  words.  Doubtless  the  imperial  mind, 
having  recognized  the  force  of  public  opinion,  was  meditating 
that  great  revolution — not  then  announced,  but  now  accom- 
plished— a  revolution  without  barricades — a  cov/p  d'etat  with- 
out violence — which  has  put  an  end  to  personal  government 
in  France,  at  least  for  the  present.  But  there  exists  at  Paris 
as  well  as  at  Rome  (we  may  say  everywhere  within  the  shadow 
of  the  Papacy)  a  party  to  which  those  ringing  words,  prophetic 
of  liberty  for  all  the  nations,  were  an  offense.  At  Rome  such 
words  must  needs  be  an  offense ;  for  what  is  the  secular  gov- 
ernment at  Bome  but  **  personal  government" — the  most  per- 
sonal now  existing  within  the  limits  of  Christendom  ?  Nay, 
the  "spiritual "  government  over  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
in  the  Jesuit  theory,  in  the  Pope's  own  theory,  in  the  theory 
maintained  by  the  Cardinals  and  by  that  entire  body  of  func- 
tionaries known  as  the  Roman  curia  or  "  the  Court  of  Rome,"  is 
a  purely  and  absolutely  "  personal  government."  The  question 
now  coming  to  a  crisis  after  ages  of  uncertainty — the  question 
abont  the  personal  infallibility  of  the  Pope — is  really  and  sim- 
ply a  question  of  "  personal  government."  If  the  infallibility, 
assumed  to  be  somewhere,  resides  in  the  Church  represented 
by  its  bishops  assembled  in  a  council,  the  Pope  is  nothing 
more  than  a  constitutional  monarch,  responsible  in  some  sort 
to  the  great  representative  body  of  his  subjects;  hie  decisions 
are  binding  when  they  are  formally  or  informally  accepted  by 
the  Church ;  and  till  they  obtain  snch  ratification,  they  are 
liable  to  be  rejected  as  erroneous  or  as  exceeding  his  legitimate 
powers.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  infallibility  resides  in 
that  individual  person  who  happens  to  be  Pope — if  a  council 
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derives  its  power  from  him,  and  if  its  decisions  have  no  force 
till  he  has  ratified  them — the  monarchy  of  the  Pope  over  the 
Church  is  withont  any  limit,  and  is  the  very  ideal  of  personal 
government.  No  wonder  that  there  was  indignation  at  Home 
when  the  Carmelite  monk,  speaking  with  a  voice  that  Bonnded 
through  tlie  world,  declared  that  the  time  has  come  for  the 
government  of  public  opinion,  the  time  for  national  self-gov- 
ernment, and  that,  inasmuch  as  all  countries  are  calling  and 
stretching  out  the  hand  to  one  another,  the  hour  is  at  hand 
for  the  government  of  mankind  by  itself.  Where,  then,  is  the 
personal  infallibility  of  the  Roman  pontiflT— the  government 
of  mankind  by  the  Pope  ? 

Probably  Father  Hyacinthe  had  been  accustomed  to  think 
of  the  Pope  as  a  constitutional  monarch,  gathering  up  and 
expressing  in  his  administration  the  "  public  opinion  "  of  the 
universal  Church,  and  frankly  recognizing  a  general  council 
as  the  organ  through  which,  on  great  occasions,  that  public 
opinion — the  judgment  and  feeling  of  "regenerate  humanity" 
— will  declare  itself.  Doubtless  the  Ultramontanism  of  the 
venerable  Count  Montalembert — prob:ibly  that  of  Bishop  Du- 
panloup — was  never  anything  more  than  the  full  belief  that 
the  national  Church  of  France  is  only  the  Catholic  Church  in 
that  nation,  and  is,  therefore,  dependent  not  on  the  "chief  of 
the  state"  at  Paris,  but  on  the  chief  of  the  Church  at  Eome: 
a  belief  entirely  consistent  with  the  opinion  that  the  Po()e  is 
subject  to  the  law  instead  of  being  superior  to  it,  and,  being 
personally  not  infallible,  may  be  instructed,  rebuked,  and  even 
deposed  by  a  general  council.  But  that  which  to-day  is  com- 
monly tpoken  of  as  Ultramontanism  is  a  very  different  thing. 
The  Ultramontanism  of  the  Jesuits,  and  of  all  whose  opinions 
they  control,  recognizes  the  Pope  as  personally  infallible,  the 
absolute  lord  over  the  faith  and  the  conscience  of  everj'  loyal 
Catholic.  Ultramontanism,  therefore,  in  the  now  current  ap- 
plication of  that  name,  is  the  sworn  votary  of  personal  gov- 
ernment in  the  Church  ;  and  why  not  in  the  Sate?  Perhaps 
unconsciously — perhaps  with  distinct  intention,  the  Barefooted 
Carmelite  touched  the  very  center  and  sensitive  core  of  the 
question  between  parties  in  the  Boman  Catholic  Church,  when 
he  uttered  so  publicly  those  incisive  ptirases  about   the  obso- 
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leecence  of  personal  government,  the  power  of  public  opinion, 
and  the  Belf-govemment  of  mankind. 

Yet  that  a  iterance  before  the  Peace  League  could  not  have 
Burprised,  otlierwise  than  by  its  boldness,  any  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  orator's  habit  of  thinking  about  questions 
relating  to  society  and  government.  His  theory,  while  truly 
philosophical,  is  founded  on  the  teachings  of  the  Bible.  Hu- 
man society,  he  tells  us,  is  first  domestic;  the  family  with  all 
its  rights  and  sanctities  existed  before  the  Stale — as  any  ra- 
tional conception  of  human  nature  teaches — as  the  first  book 
iu  the  Bible,  "the  bo^)k  of  the  beginning,  Genesis,"  abun- 
dantly teaches.  "Nothing  here  of  empire  or  republic,  noth- 
ing about  political  society,  but  from  end  to  end  it  breathes  the 
pure  and  fruitful  spirit  of  domestic  society.  From  the  mar- 
riage bed  of  Adam  and  Eve,  to  the  wandering  tents  of  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  and  Jacob — everywhere  domestic  society."  He 
illustrates  Genesis  by  a  description  of  the  patriarchal  society 
existing  to  this  day  in  ^^  tliose  table-lands  of  c  jnlral  Asia  which 
have  been  so  well  styled  the  hive  of  nations." 

**Por  whom  has  God  made  these  favored  regions!  Was  it  for  those  savages 
who,  aecordio^  to  Rousseau  and  the  '  CofUrat  Social*  everywhere  preceded  the 
eatiblishment  of  social  society  ?  Was  it  for  that  man  monkey  which  the  false 
science  of  our  generation  exhibits  to  us,  struggling  through  sges  of  endeavor 
to  free  itself  from  the  limitations  of  brute-existence  ?  *  For  my  pnrt.'  renmrked 
an  eminent  traveler  to  me,  on  his  return  from  these  distant  lands, '  what  I  saw 
over  there  was  a  great  deal  of  Abraham/  And  in  fact,  excepting  the  purity  of 
the  primitive  religion,  which  hiis  decayed  among  them,  it  is  a  marvelouK  reUc  of 
that  patriarchal  society  the  simplicity  of  which  is  so  sup«*rior,  in  grandeur  and 
beauty,  to  the  complicated  and  scientific  organization  of  our  civil  S4»ciety.  These 
are  the  nomadie  shepherds  among  whom  intercourse  with  nature  has  developed 
a  remarkable  practical  sense  and  meditative  intelligence;  these  arelthe  commu- 
nities sitstained  only  by  tradition  and  the  domestic  virtues,  among  which  each^ 

liather  of  a  family  commands  in  authority  and  in  liberty Hail,  sacred 

deserts,  plains  of  Tartary,  that  have  poured  out  again  and  again  your  healing 
floods  eastward  toward  China — westward  toward  Greece  and  RuMia ;  perad- 
Teotare  for  us,  also,  ye  are  guarding  ':he  secret  of  the  future  I  Ah  !  if  we  con- 
tinue to  slip  along  this  fatal  slope,  if  we  go  on  in  the  progress  of  decay  to  athe- 
ism in  doetrioe,  to  materialism  in  morals,  to  revolt  against  all  authority  worthy 
of  the  name,  to  servitude  under  every  revolutionary  despotism;  if  our  posterity 
follows  us  into  these  lower  depths— O  then,  ye  plnins  of  Tartary,  send  forth  to 
ns  our  latest  saviors !  Trample  us  beneath  the  hoofs  of  your  stee<ls;  pmite  us 
do VII  with  the  weapons  of  your  warriors,  and  then,  baptized  with  the  lingering 
remains  of  our  Christianity,  rise  up  like  the  Germans  and  the  Huns  of  yore,  and 
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you  will  have  tnatohed  Europe  from  the  oorruption  in  which  it  has  been  dragged 
by  sophists  aud  harlots,  by  demagogues  and  tyrants.**    pp.  21,  22. 

This  priority  of  domestic  society  to  civil  society  is  the  basis 
on  which  Father  Hyacinthe  maintains  that  the  rights  of  the 
family,  and  the  mntnal  duties  of  its  members,  are  not  created 
by  hnman  legislation,  but  exist  with  all  their  sacredness  quite 
independently  of  the  state;  and  that  the  state  itself  is  formed 
not  only  by  the  multiplication  of  families,  but  for  the  protec- 
tion of  those  rights  which  existed  in  domestic  society  before 
civil  society  began  to  be.  He  holds  that  "  when  tlie  existence 
of  a  central  and  sovereign  power  is  necessary  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  just  ice  and  peace  between  domestic  communities  hith- 
erto independent  of  each  other,  this  power  is  ordained  of  God, 
*  for  there  is  no  power  but  of  GkKl,'  and  it  is  not  free  to  the 
several  heads  of  families  to  refuse  their  assent  to  the  institu- 
tion of  it."  The  underlying  reason  which  has  produced  and 
maintained  civil  society  is  the  need  felt  by  faaiilies  of  a  new 
organization  to  regulate  and  protect  their  rights.  Civil  socie- 
ty, in  his  definition  of  it,  is  "the  union  of  a  certain  number 
of  heads  of  families,  in  order  that  the  mutual  exercise  of  their 
rights  may  be  maintained  by  common  arbitrament,  and,  if  ne- 
cessary, protected  by  force."  This  union,  however,  bears  no 
resemblance  to  the  ''social  compact"  dreamed  of  by  aome 
philosophers;  for  it  is  "ordained  by  Providence,  demanded, 
at  a  certain  stage  of  development,  by  human  nature,  and  gov- 
erned by  the  absolute  principles  of  justice." 

"  Absolute  principles  of  justice,"  then,  are  superior  to  the 
state ;  Civil  society  cannot  abrogate  them ;  nor  may  it  do 
anything  in  contradiction  of  them.  Thus  our  author  compre- 
hends in  one  condemnation  "the  absolutism  of  demagogues" 
or  socialists,  and  "  the  absolutism  of  kings."  The  family  kaa 
rights — the  individual  human  being  has  rights  which  are  not 
derived  (as  Bossuqt  says  that  every  right  must  be)  "Irom  pub- 
lic authority."  The  right  of  property,  even  in  land,  is  one  of 
those  rights  which  are  not  derived  from  the  state.  Human 
labor  appropriates  the  unappropriated  gifts  of  nature,  and 
thus  the  right  of  ownership  comes  into  being. 

'*Land,  that  foothold  of  the  family,  that  bans  of  the  home,  is  owned  bj  a 
better  Utie  than  the  concession  of  the  state.    It  takes  hold  of  the  deepest  seerete 
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of  hoaiMi  DAture,  the  moat  abtolnte  neceMitieii  of  a  free  and  lotelligeDt  man. 
Tbe  Oolambos  of  primitive  agea,  or  of  Dewly-diacoyered  regiooa,  I  tread  some 
Qoinhabited  land.  I  gaxe  upon  it  in  its  yirgio  beauty,  its  wild  UDComelineaa, 
parfaaps — do  matter,  I  am  cbarmed  by  it.  I  form  with  it  that  bond,  eo  fall  of 
■jttery,  «hich  rniitea  peraon  aod  thing,  and  in  which  interest,  reaaon,  affection 
itttlf  are  intertwisted.  Ah  I  when  I  have  done  this,  there  is  no  power  on  earth, 
though  it  call  itself  Louis  XIY.,  which  has  the  right  to  stand  up  and  say,  as  this 
Bonareh  once  said,  '  I  am  the  owner,  you  are  the  tenant.*  No  t  the  owner  ia 
nyself.  It  ia  all  mine,  soil  as  well  as  erop.  Yon  cannot  rend  that  patch  of 
•arth  from  me;  neither  ean  you  give  me  a  title  to  it.  Ily  right  oonaista  in  the 
set  of  my  will  which  said  to  this  field,  this  forest, '  Be  mine.*  Ily  right  e(»nsista 
in  the  landmark  I  hafe  placed,  in  the  hedge  I  have  planted.  My  right  I  it  ia  the 
•wsat  of  my  brow,  the  blood  upon  my  handa,  the  rude  embraces  with  which  my 
b?e  and  labor  have  seized  and  fertilizeii  the  land.  U<*nceforth  that  land  belongs 
to  the  person  of  man.  I  hold  it  in  my  own  right,  and  Qod  stands  by  me  In  the  ' 
daiB.**    p.  24. 

The  conference  on  "sovereignty  in  civil  society"  brings  out 
the  preacher's  political  philosophy  on  some  points  more  expli- 
citly against  the  theories  of  both  sorts  of  absolutism.  It  repu- 
diates the  corollaries  deduced  by  theorists  from  the  fiction  of  a 
social  compact  constituting  civil  society  and  endowing  it  with 
rights.  It  maintains  that  the  supreme  power  of  a  govern- ' 
ment  actually  existing  in  any  nation — the  sovereignty — 
whether  it  be  the  sovereignty  of  a  monarch  or  the&(»vereignty 
of  the  people — is  to  be  recognized  as  a  fact  existing  in  the 
providence  of  God.  Jt  maintains,  in  close  agreement  with  the 
Apostle  Paul  [Romans  xiii.,  1-7],  that  a  government  de  facto 
is,  without  any  consideration  of  its  historic  origin,  the  depos- 
itary of  a  power  which  is  of  God,  '*  The  existence  of  govern- 
ment in  civil  society  is  not  subs^equent  to  the  existence  of 
civil  society  itself.  The  two  tacts  are  simultaneous  and  in- 
separable Consequently  the  people  cannot  be  the  source  of 
power,  since  it  does  not  exist  as  a  people  except  in  the  pres- 
ence of  power.  The  Power  and  the  People  are  twin  broth- 
ers. Together  they  come  forth  from  God,  the  source  of  all 
order  and  all  right,  and  together  they  return  to  him."  Father 
Hyacinthe,  therefore,  admits  and  maintains  the  validity  of  a 
monardiical  government  where  such  a  government  actually 
exists."  *'  Sovereignty  may  exist  outside  of  the  nation  and 
be  exercised  over  it,  or  it  may  exist  in  the  nation  and  be  exer- 
daed  by  it."  He  recognizes  the  undeniable  fact  that  ordina- 
rily nations  have  come  into  being  not  ^^  in  the  order  of  ideas  " 
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not  by  a  peaceful  a^i^eement,  formal  or  implied,  among  fami- 
lies, but  by  "  what  has  been  called  the  law  of  the  hero."  He 
says,  "Instead  of  nations  constituting  themselves,  I  behold 
mighty  and  predestinated  individuals  who  create  nations, 
giving  birth  to  thetn,  so  to  speak,  from  their  own  great  souls." 
Referring  to  ages  on  the  confines  of  mythology  and  history,  he 
says,  "  Such  is  a  Hercules  or  a  Theseus,  slaying  monsters,  dis- 
persing robbers,  by  their  strength  and  valor  becoming  the 
liberators  of  oppressed  families,  and  the  organizers  of  nascent 
society.  Such  is'an  Orpheus  or  an  Amphion,  towering  above 
the  multitude  by  their  wisdom  and  eloquence — a  Numa,  com 
manding  them  by  his  piety."  ''Make  way,  then,  for  the 
hero.  Let  him  step  in  to  the  unoccupied  place,  be  the  instru- 
ment of  righteousness  and  peace,  and,  dying,  leave  the  sover- 
eignty to  children  and  to  children's  children,  an  inalienable 
and  uncontested  inheritance."  This  form  of  sovereignty — 
supreme  power  in  the  hands  of  a  sovereign  prince — personal 
government — "has  been  the  past,  it  is  still  the  present,  of 
great  nations,  but  it  is  only  one  of  "  the  two  great  forms  of 
sovereignty."  The  other  form  of  sovereignty  is  the  govern- 
ment of  a  nation  by  itself — the  supreme  power  in  the  hands  of 
a  sovereign  people.  When  the  preacher  says  that  the  first 
form  of  sovereignty  has  been  the  past,  and  is  the  present,  of 
great  nations,  he  abstains  from  saying  that  it  will  be  their 
future,  nor  does  he  imply  at  all  that  the  time  for  personal  gov- 
ernment is  not  passing  away.  But  when  he  looks  for  an  illus- 
tion  of  the  other  form  of  sovereignty,  it  becomes  evident  what 
his  feelings  are  on  the  question  of  national  self-government. 

'*  I  tara  now  to  modern  times.  I  look  there  for  nations  formed  under  our  own 
eyes,  or  at  least  under  perfect  cignizance  of  their  own  conscimisoees.  What  ex- 
ample bhall  I  take?  Shall  I  go  to  Switierland  ?  Shall  I  question  the  oommon- 
weallh  of  the  Lakes,  the  people  of  the  glaciers,  the  sons  of  William  Tell  ?  Shall 
I  tread  again  the  dear  paths  of  Belgium  f  No  1  let  me  cross  the  ocean  and  stand 
in  pretence  of  that  gigantic  natitin  of  which  I  have  spoken.  I  am  no  courtier  of 
the  United  States  of  America;  thanks  to  my  priestly  office,  I  am  no  one*s  cour- 
tier. I  am  not  even  a  blind  admirer  of  them  ;  and  if  this  were  the  proper  place, 
I  would  warn  them  that  they  are  slipping  down  the  steep  slope  of  moral  decay, 
and  that  they  will  infallibly  come,  as  we  have  come,  to  political  asd  social  decay. 
I  would  call  them  back  to  the  better  spirit  of  their  early  age,  and  to  the  genuine 
patrioti«m  of  their  founders."  *  *  ♦  ••  Oh,  bow  grand  that  nation  was  I  how 
grand  it  continues  still  I    O  people,  thou  art  like  the  lion's  whelp  that  is  gone  up 
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to  teiM  the  praj  I  Thy  prey  ia  the  wealth  of  both  the  hemispheree,  thy  proud 
mdependence,  thy  Tast  and  fertile  oontineot.  Thoa  bast  coached  between  the 
two  oeeane,  in  the  ehadow  of  thy  lofty  monntaias,  on  the  banln  of  thy  rlTors  thai 
are  like  seaal  Tlioa  hast  roared  like  the  lion;  and  like  the  lioneti  thooarl 
•hunberiog  in  thy  might  Who  shall  dare  rouse  thee  up  T  QittU  nunUaJbii  sum  P* 
[Gen.  xliz.,  9.] 

*'  Well,  then,  who  is  it  that  holds  the  sorereignty  in  this  nation  t  None  bnt 
itaelC  The  rery  day  when  it  was  born  in  paogs  of  traTail,  it  grasped  the  soyer- 
eignty  in  its  own  Uoody  and  jealons  bands,  and  to  this  day  it  has  not  let  k  go. 
There  erery  man  is  at  once  citizen  and  king.",    pp.  47,  48. 

Bat  the  main  thing  in  Father  Hyacintbe's  doctrine  is,  that 
wherever  the  Bovereignty  may  be  deposited  it  is  held  only  in 
trast,  and  is  never  unlimited.  The  power,  whether  of  a  sov- 
ereign prince  or  of  a  sovereign  people — and  of  the  latter  no  i 
less  than  of  the  former — ^is  limited  by  right.  In  the  order  of 
ideas,  and  in  the  order  of  facts,  rights  are  prior  to  government 
in  civil  society,  and  are  related  to  it,  and  to  civil  society  itself, 
only  in  the  relation  of  the  end  to  the  means.  Government 
exists  to  protect  rights,  not  to  take  them  away — to  harmonize 
every  man's  rights  with  his  neighbor^  not  to  infringe  npon 
the  rights  of  either.  *^  Political  sovereignty  no  more  extends 
to  the  snbstance  of  human  rights  when  it  is  vested  in  the  peo- 
ple than  when  it  is  vested  in  a  prince ;  neither  can  it  legiti- 
mately tamper  with  them,  whether  they  be  rights  of  the  indi- 
vidual ;  rights  of  the  family — the  primitive  society ;  rights  of 
the  church — the  superior  society  ;  or  rights  of  voluntary  asso 
ciations.  Every  man  has,  by  his  own  natural  right,  ^he  power 
of  associating  with  his  fellows,  so  long  as  he  does  it  openly  and 
for  objects  not  incompatible  with  morality  and  the  public 
peace.  Civil  law  has  only  one  thing  to  do  in  this  case ;  it  has 
not  to  grant  the  right  but  to  acknowledge  it."  In  a  word,  he 
holds  that  the  doctrine,  which  is  the  basis  of  all  liberty  and 
for  which  so  many  Protestant  ministers  of  Ohrist  in  this 
country,  only  a  few  years  ago,  endured  reproach  and  execra- 
tion— the  doctrine  of  the  Higher  Law — the  doctrine  that  no 
sovereignty  has  a  right  to  do  wrong.  '*  When  civil  authority 
overbteps  these  limits,  it  is  guilty  of  an  abuse.  It  must  be 
warned  of  it ;  if  need  be,  it  must  be  resisted  " — not  by  insur- 
rection, but  by  *'  moral  resistance,  a  resistance  respectful 
toward  the  power,  energetic  against  the  abuses  of  power — the 
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only  permissible  resistance,  and  the  only  effective  r**  like  the 
resistance  which  Naboth  the  Jezreelite  made,  when  Ahab 
demanded  of  him  ^^  the  inheritance  of  his  fathers :" — like  the 
resistance  which  Elijah  made,  coming  down  from  Camiel  in 
his  ^'glorious  rags"  to  protest  against  the  crime  and  to  de- 
nounce the  criminal  in  the  name  of  Ood,  when  the  nsnrper 
had  alain  and  taken  possession.  '^  This  is  liberty  I  It  is  the 
outcry  of  every  honest  man's  conscience  in  the  face  of  the  vio- 
lation of  a  right.  It  is  the  protest  of  public  opinion  against 
the  abuse  of  force  and  the  more  perilous  abuse  of  law." 
pp.  61-54. 

Of  course  the  doctrine  so  eloquently  set  forth  by  Father 
Hyacinthe,  that  sovereignty  in  civil  society — even  the  sover- 
eignty of  society  itself — is  always  limited,  and  is  liable  to  pro- 
test and  rebuke  whenever  it  exceeds  its  limits — has  bearings 
which  the  conservative  or  retri»gressive  party  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  communion,  the  party  of  personal  government  over 
the  universal  church  by  the  absolutism  of  Papal  infallibility, 
could  not  but  feel.  Such  thoughts  about  the  limitaticms  of 
power,  about  the  inalienable  right  of  protest  in  the  name  of 
conscience,  and  about  the  power  of  protest  and  of  public 
opinion  in  resistance  of  wrong,  are  bolts  of  light  shot  thmugh 
the  system  of  darkness  which  the  Betrogressives  hope  to  im- 
pose upon  Christendom  and  the  world  by  establishing  the 
personal  infallibility  of  the  Pope.  As  the  Pharisees  and 
hierarchs  at  Jerusalem  felt,  instinctively,  that  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth, in  his  parables  about  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  in  all 
his  discourses,  was  sowing  among  the  people  seed-thoughts 
which  might  subvert  their  cherished  dream  of  dominion  over 
the  nations,  so  these  men  at  Paris  and  at  Rome  felt,  without 
reasoning  out  the  sequences  of  thought,  that  the  doctrines  of 
the  Carmelite  preacher  about  liberty  and  the  right  of  protest 
against  power  were  full  of  danger  to  the  whole  scheme  and 
theory  of  personal  infallibility.  They  must  keep  watch  over 
him ;  they  must  try  to  entangle  him  in  his  talk ;  they  must 
find  matter  of  accusation  against  him;  in  one  way  or  another, 
they  must  bring  the  power  of  personal  government  at  Rome 
to  bear  upon  him  and  to  silence  him.  The  speech  before  the 
Peace  League  ga\^them  the  advantage  they  had  been  waiting 
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for ;  and,  till  there  shall  be  some  change  either  in  him  or  in 
the  balance  of  power  between  pa^rties  in  the  Roman  (.'atholio 
Charch,  he  speaks  no  more  from  the  pulpit  of  Notre  Dame  or 
from  any  other  palpit.  A  change  in  him  may  introduce  him 
into  Protestant  pulpits ;  and  a  much  less  probable  (hardlj 
aupposable)  change  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  or  in  the 
relations  of  the  French  people  and  government  to  the  PopOi 
mighi  restore  him  even  to  the  pulpit  of  Notre  Dame — though, 
on  the  wbole,  he  has  about  as  good  a  chance  of  being  invited 
to  preach  at  the  reconsecration  of  the  old  Saint  Sophia  now 
occupied  for  Mohammedan  worship.  We  do  not  believe  that 
any  change  can  take  place  in  him  which  will  induce  his  now 
triumphant  adversaries  to  restore  to  him  the  functions  of 
which  he  has  been  ecclesiastically  deprived.  He  will  never 
consent  to  wear  the  fetters  which  he  has  broken  and  tram- 
pled on. 

Our  readers  can  now  judge  for  themselves  concerning 
Father  Hjaciiithe^s  position  and  his  relation  to  conflictin^i^ 
tendencies  and  parties  in  his  own  communion.  That  Roman 
Catholic  France,  in  this  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
has  produced  such  a  thinker  and  preacher-— earnest  in  his  con- 
victions, reverent  in  the  habit  of  his  mind,  an  evangelical  be- 
liever, yet  free  and  fearless — is  a  significant  fact.  We  dare 
not  say  that  this  true  minister  of  Clirist,  so  gifted,  so  modest, 
and  (unless  every  indication  deceives  us)  so  adorned  with  the 
graces  of  the  Spirit,  does  not  stand  alone  to-day — that  in  the 
decisive  step  of  leaving  his -convent,  throwing  off  his  monastic 
dress,  and  braving  the  excommunication  which  he  knew  must 
follow,  he  has  the  approval  or  even  the  sympathy  of  any  who 
to  that  hour  had  been  his  friends ;  but  the  fact  of  such  a  man 
taking  such  a  position,  just  at  this  crisis,  is  nevertheless  a  great 
fact.  It  is  a  fact  of  the  same  sort  with  the  manifestoes  against 
**  Papalism  "  issued  by  Roman  Catholic  bishops  and  thoolo- 
gians  in  Germany.  It  is  a  fact  of  the  same  sort  with  the  tes- 
timonies which  the  illustrious  Montalembert  is  giving  out  as 
his  last  utterances  before  he  dies.  It  is  a  fa?t  of  the  same 
sort  with  the  well  known  position  of  such  prelHtes  in  France 
as  the  Bishop  of  Orleans  and  the  Archbishop  of  Paris. 
Father.  Hyaointbe  may  find  that  the  step  which  be  has  taken 
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separates  him  from  his  party  ;  he  may  even  find  himself  con- 
demned and  renounced  by  his  former  friends,  and  that  they 
feel  their  canse  to  have  been  weakened  by  what  seems  to  their 
grieved  hearts  to  have  been  his  rashness;  bat  the  attention  of 
Christendom  has  been  tnmed  to  the  fact  that  within  the 
bosom  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  there  is  a  party,  like- 
minded  with  him,  which  stood  by  him  and  protected  him  till 
bis  Lntherlike  act  of  hurling  defiance  at  Rome  and  appealing 
**  to  thy  tribunal,  O  Lord  Jesus !" 

But  is  it  sot  Father  Hyacinthe  still  claims  that  he  is  not  a 
Protestant  but  a  Catholic,  loyal  to  Rome  as  the  center  of 
unity ;  and  has  he  no  friends  in  the  communion  of  the  Roman 
Church!  If  he  has  any  friends,  who  are  theyl  Will  any 
voice  in  the  ecumenical  Council  dare  to  speak  for  him^  or  to  tes- 
tify with  him  ^^  against  those  doctrines  and  practices  which  call 
themselves  Roman,  but  are  not  Christian  T'  Is  there,  in  that 
assembly  of  bishops,  one  who  indulges  even  ah  unspoken  sym- 
pathy with  the  monk  who  dared  to  say,  "  I  have  promised 
monastic  obedience — but  within  the  limits  of  an  honest  con- 
science, and  of  the  dignity  of  my  person  and  my  ministry  t" 
Not  one — beyond  all  doubt,  not  one.  Among  the  inferior 
clergy  of  France — there  may  be  a  few — there  may  be  even 
more  than  a  few — whose  regret  that  he  has  taken  so  bold  a 
step  is  mingled  with  a  profound  respect  for  the  artless  dignity 
of  the  man,  and  with  a  glimmer  of  hope  that  in  consequence 
of  his  rashness,  deliverance  (they  know  not  how)  may  come 
to  them.  Among  the  laity  of  Roman  Catholic  France  there 
may  be  many  whose  admiration  of  him  is  full  of  sympathy, 
and  who,  whenever  he  shall  lift  up  his  voice  again  in  public — 
not  from  the  pulpit  of  the  cathedral,  but  from  the  platform  in 
unconsecrated  halls — not  as  a  Carmelite  nor  as  a  priest,  but  as 
a  Frenchman  and  a  Christian — will  be  ready  to  listen  and  to 
learn.  In  Germany  there  may  be  even  more  of  sympathy 
with  him  than  in  France;  for  the  Teutonic  nations  have 
always  been  less  tractable  than  the  Latin  under  the  sway  of 
Rome.  But  is  there  a  Romanist  in  £ngland — is  there  even  a 
Ritualist  in  the  Church  of  England— who  looks  upon  him  as 
any  better  than  a  heathen  man  and  a  publican  I  And  how  is 
it  in  the  United  States!    Nobody  need  be  told  that  there  has 
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beeo  DO  expression  here  of  Boman  Catholic  respect  for  the 
**  distinguished  visitor."  Probably  no  American  Romanist  of 
the  sort  recognised  among  their  clergy  as  ^^good  Catholics'* 
has  read  Father  Hyacinthe's  letter  to  the  General  of  his  order, 
without  being  shocked  at  its  impiety. 

Father  Hyacinthe,  then,  is  quite  dissociated,  at  least  for  the 
present,  from  the  party  which  begins  to  be  called,  and  some- 
times calls  itself,  Liberal  Catholic.  That  party  can  ill  afford 
to  lose  him, for  it  has  no  strength  to  spare;  but  it  is  not  eadj 
to  Btand  where  he  stands,  and  mnst  therefore  let  him  go.  We 
call  it  a  party,  for,  though  it  is  not  organized  with  a  definite 
platform  of  principles  and  aims,  it  is  more  than  a  merely  fluo- 
taating  difference  of  opinion  about  particular  measures.  It  is 
not  strong  if  we  measure  its  strength  by  the  number  of  votes 
it  can  give  in  the  ecumenical  Council.  It  is  not  numerically 
8trong  as  compared  with  the  great  body  of  the  clergy,  **  secu- 
lar" and  "regular."  It  is  strong  in  men  of  thought  and 
learning,  strong  in  the  dignity  and  character  of  its  leaders, 
strong  in  the  ideas  which  are  its  life,  and  strong  in  its  sympa* 
thieswith  Christian  liberty  and  with  the  progress  of  Christian 
civilization.  On  the  question  which  the  Pope  and  the  Jes- 
uits are  now  forcing  to  an  issue — the  double  question  of  the 
Syllabus  and  of  Papal  infallibility — it  is  strong  in  the  good  will 
of  those  enlightened  laymen,  throughout  Europe, — statesmen, 
scholars^  poets,  artists — who  have  not  lapsed  into  indifference 
to  all  religions  questions,  but  who  know  that  personal  infallibil- 
ity in  the  Church  means  personal  government  in  the  State,  and 
that  the  anathemas  of  the  Syllabus,  imposed  upon  the  people 
by  the  clergy  in  the  name  of  the  gospel,  can  hardly  fail  to 
make  all  the  intelligent  people  irreligious.  Some  of  the 
Liberal  Catholics,  though  knowing  that  the  Encyclical,  with 
its  Syllabnt%  was  aimed  at  them  and  really  came  out  in  reply 
to  Count  Montalemberf  s  rousing  speeches  in  their  "  Catholic 
Ck>ngre68"  at  Malines  in  1863,  have  endeavored  to  construe 
that  manifesto  ^'  in  a  non-natural  sense,"  and  to  make  them- 
selves believe  that  the  Pope  did  not  mean  what  he  said.  But 
if  they  had  the  courage  to  grasp  the  fact  and  to  use  it,  the 
Encyclical  might  be  an  irresistible  weapon  in  their  hands. 
Can  an  intelligent  man  of  this  nineteenth  century — be  he 
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ever  so  confident  that  infallibility  is  lodged  somewhere — in- 
terpret that  docnnnent  honestly,  and  believe  for  one  moment 
that  the  author  of  it  is  infallible?  That  is  really  the  question, 
and  if  the  Liberal  Catholics  would  courageously  put  the  ques- 
tion in  this  concrete  form — ^if  they  would  dare  to  say  out- 
right, This  proposition  of  the  £ncyclical,  and  that,  and  that, 
are  notoriously  untrue,  and  the  author  of  them  has  made  it 
impossible  for  the  Church  'to  believe  that  he  is  infjilliWe, — they 
would  have  their  adversaries  at  the  greatest  possible  disad- 
vantage. Some  propositions  are  too  preposterous  to  be  re- 
futed— so  preposterous  that  any  attempt  to  disprove  them 
gives  them  a  factitious  dignity  ;  and  the  proposition  that  the 
Pope's  Encyclical  and  Syllabus  of  18H4  were  dictated  by  in- 
fallibility is  of  that  sort. 

Our  ''  Roman  Catholic  brethren  "  in  the  United  States  are 
represented  by  the  "  Catholic  World."  We  are  not  aware 
that  any  other  periodical  can  be  regarded  as  expressing  with 
80  much  of  official  authority  and  responsibility  the  opinions, 
the  sympathies,  and  the  aims  of  American  Romanism,  llow, 
then,  does  the  "Catholic  World"  stand  in  relation  to  the 
questions  of  the  nineteenth  century?  It  tries  to  be,  i:i  some 
sort,  Liberal-Catholic.  By  means  of  it,  Father  Hecker  and 
the  rest  of  the  Paulists,  are  endeavoring  to  make  the  Roman 
Catholic  system  acceptable  to  the  American  people.  They 
have  in  hand  the  very  serious  task  of  proving  that  their  infal- 
lible Church,  here  in  the  United  States  and  everywhere  else, 
is  altogether  in  favor  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  not  only  for 
its  own  adherents  but  for  all  men  ;  and  that  being  infallible,  it 
has  never  taught  or  held  any  contrary  doctrine.  They  have 
very  much  misrepresented  themselves  if  they  do  not  believe 
that  freedom  of  conscience  and  of  religious  worship  is  the 
proper  right  of  every  man,  and  ought  to  be  proclaimed  and 
secured  by  law  in  every  well  constituted  State.  They  would 
charge  us  with  being  false  witnesses  against  them,  if  we 
should  impute  to  tliein  the  opinion  that  their  religion  ought  to 
be  considered  the  only  religion  of  the  State,  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  modes  of  religious  worship.  We,  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  hold  with  remarkable  unanimity,  that  citizens 
have  a  right  to  the  fullest  freedom  in  expressing  their  opin- 
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ions,  whatever  they  may  be,  by  printing  or  otherwise ;  that 
the  Church,  be  it  ever  so  Catholic,  has  no  power  to  employ 
force ;  that  the  ChnrcU,  of  whatever  name  or  dogma,  should 
be  separated  from  the  State,  and  the  State  from  the  Church ; 
and  that  civil  government  is  under  no  obligation  to  repress  re- 
ligious error  by  legal  penalties.  Father  Hecker  and  his  co- 
laborators  in  the  Catholic  World,  do  not  profess — nor  so  far  as 
we  know,  do  they  admit — that  in  regard  to  liberty  of  con- 
science and  of  worship,  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  the 
freedom  of  the  Church  from  State  control,  and  of  the  State 
from  ecclesiastical  dictation,  their  principles  differ  from  ours 
or  from  the  principles  incorporated  into  the  constitutions  and 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

Yet,  in  the  Council  at  Bome,  the  American  bishops,  one 
and  all,  are  as  ready  as  the  Italians  to  accept  and'  affirm  the 
personal  infallibility  of  the  Pope,  and  in  so  doing  to  accept 
and  affirm  the  inrallibility  of  the  EncyclicaK  which  calls  on 
all  the  faithful  to  condemn  all  the  principles  most  essential  to 
tlie  American  idea  (which  has  become  the  nineteenth  centu- 
ry's idea)  of  good  government.  Some  persons,  reasoning  in  a 
common-place  way  from  known  principles  of  human  nature, 
ascribe  this  remarkable  phenomenon  to  the  fact  that  those 
American  bishops  are  in  no  sense  representatives  of  the  great 
communion  which  they  govern,  but,  being  designated  as  well  as 
consecrated  by  the  Pope,  are  simply  functionaries  of  his.  The 
Paulists,  in  the  *'  Catholic  World,"  assure  us  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  generally  in  the  United  States,  and  in  particular 
those  of  them  who  were  once  Protestants,  are  eagerly  waiting 
to  accept  with  religious  confidence  the  dogma  of  Papal  infalli- 
bility— in  other  words,  the  declaration  that  the  Encyclical, 
with  all  its  denunciation  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  came 
from  an  infallible  author.  We  are  willing  to  believe  that  not 
only  the  bishops  and  the  Paulists,  but  the  Jesuits,  and  the  Be- 
dcmptorists,  and  the  monastic  orders  generally,  in  the  United 
States  as  in  other  countries,  are  the  devoted  adherents  of  the 
Pope— -his  "  regular  army,"  and  venerate  him  as  embodying 
in  his  person  the  infallibility  of  the  Church,  which  is  to  them 
the  infallibility  of  God.  But  we  do  not  believe  that  the 
secular  clergy — the  "  militia  "  of  the  Church,  the  priests  who 
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faave  Ae  charge  of  congregations,  and  are  in  contact  with 
the  people — still  less  do  we  believe  that  the  more  intelligent 
laymen  of  their  commnnion  are  ready  to  accept  a  dogma 
that  draws  after  it  snch  conseqaences.  If  the  laity  conid 
•peak  and  vote  in  the  ecamenical  Oonncil  of  1870,  the  decree 
and  acts  of  that  body  would  be  very  nnlike  what  we  are 
likely  to  see.  But  that  so-called  Catholic  system  which  has 
the  Bishop  of  Borne  for  its  Head-Center,  excludes  the  Christ- 
ian people  from  all  participation  in  ecclesiastical  affairs.  It  is 
an  absolute  hierarchy  ;  and  its  professed  infallibility — whether 
lodged  in  the  Pope  or  in  the  Council — is  simply  hierarchical. 
Onder  that  system  the  Christian  people  have  only  to  accept 
whatever  dogmas  the  hierarchy  may  define,  and  to  bear  all 
burdens,  however  grievous  to  be  borne,  which  the  hierarchy 
may  lay  upon  their  shoulders. 
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Abtiom  IV.— REVIEW  OF  THE   LIFE  OF  DR.  JOSEPH 
ADDISON  ALEXANDER. 

The  Life  of  Joseph  Addison  Alexander^  D.  J9.,  Professor  in 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey.  By 
HsNBT  Carbington  Alkxandsb.  New  York:  Charles 
Scribner&Co.    1870.    2  vols.    12mo. 

Wrram  the  last  few  months  the  public  have  been  favored 
with  biographies  of  two  of  tlie  eminent  men  who,  for  many 
years,  were  instrnctors  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Prince- 
ton. In  the  case  of  both  alike  the  work  of  recording  their 
history  has  been  delayed  for  a  mnch  longer  period  than  usnal 
— eight  years  in  the  one  case,  and  nineteen  in  the  other — and 
for  a  longer  period  than  is  ordinarily  desirable.  But  it  is  better 
that  such  a  work  should  be  done  late,  than  that  it  should  never 
be  done;  and,  in  the  reading  of  these  volumes,  we  feel  anew 
the  regret,  which  we  believe  many  have  often  felt,  that  no  one 
has  as  yet  undertaken  to  give  to  the  world  the  record  of  the 
lives  of  one  and  another  of  those  remarkable  men,  who  gave  to 
Yale  College  its  wide  reputation  in  the  last  generation.  The 
one  point,  however,  to  which  we  have  referred,  is  almost  the 
only  one  wherein  these  two  biographies  resemble  each  other. 
Dr.  Miller  was  a  man  whose  whole  career,  from  his  early  man- 
hood, was  connected  with  the  puMic  life  of  the  Church.  Dr. 
Alexander,  on  the  other  hand,  was  a  retiring  scholar,  who 
mingled  little  with  the  outward  world,  and  had  little  to  do 
with  the  controversies  of  his  time.  As  a  natural  and  necessary 
result  of  this  wide  difference  between  the  two  men,  we  find 
the  volumes,  which  speak  of  the  former,  abounding  in  incident, 
and  largely  filled  with  a  wide  extended  correspondence;  but 
those  which  have  reference  to  the  latter  have  almost  nothing 
to  tell  beyond  the  limited  circle  of  his  daily  studies  and  his 
nearest  iriends.  The  life  of  a  scholar,  however,  possesses  a 
peculiar  charm  belonging  to  itself,  and  the  story  of  it  must 
have,  to  appreciative  minds,  something  of  the  same  interest 
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which  the  experience,  while  it  contiiined,  had  to  the  one  who 
lived  it.  We  are  jc'*d  to  see  the  biography  of  this  distinguish- 
ed scholar  presented  to  the  world. 

Dr.  Addison  Alexander  was  one  of  those  fortnnate— -or,  as 
some  would  think,  unfortunate — men  whose  whole  life  is 
passed  in  thp  Academic  sphere.  He  was  born,  indeed,  in 
Philadelphia,  where  his  father,  the  celebrated  Dr.  Archibald 
Alexander,  was  pastor  of  one  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches. 
Bui  at  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Princeton,  when  he  was  only  four  years  old,  the  family 
removed  to  that  place,  and  from  that  date  (1813)  to  the  date  of 
his  death,  in  1861,  he  knew  no  other  home.  Tlie  influences  of  a 
collegiate  town  and  of  a  professor's  house  were,  therefore, 
about  him  from  the  early  opening  of  his  intellectual  powers. 
Books  and  students  were  on  every  side  of  him.  Inviting  calls 
to  the  scholarly  career  came  to  him  with  more  alluring  voices 
in  every  succeeding  year.  His  nature,  too,  answered  to  these 
calls  and  influences.  His  mind  seems  at  once,  and  eagerly,  in 
his  boyhood,  to  have  turned  toward  the  study  of  language. 
He  had  such  strong  inclinations,  and  such  irresistible  enthusi- 
asm, that  his  friends  wisely  felt  it  to  be  useless  to  interfere  with 
him,  or  even  to  attempt  to  guide  him.  They  left  him  alon3  in 
the/library  to  follow  his  own  sweet  will,  and  were  assured  that 
he  was  safe  in  the  keeping  of  one  of  the  best  of  earthly  loves 
— the  love  of  reading.  The  future  of  such  a  youth  can  hardly 
be  doubtful.  Divine  Providence  does  not  give  such  talents, 
and  such  circumstances,  and  such  prophesyings  of  the  coming 
years,  without  caring  for  and  bringing  to  its  realization  the  re- 
sult so  manifestly  designed.  Somewhere  there  will  prove  to 
be  a  field  for  the  working  of  such  powers  and,  in  general,  it 
will  be  within  that  circle  of  scholars,  among  whom  the  powers 
have  displayed  themselves  as  they  were  developing.  The 
gif>ed  youth  will  become,  as  it  were,  the  child  of  his  own  Uni- 
versity. He  will  pass  on  through  his  whole  career,  and,  at 
last,  quietly  close  it  in  the  same  peaceful  and  pleasant  retreat 
where  it  began.  The  influence  and  blessing  of  his  life  to  the 
world  will  become  a  part  of  that  which  gives  fame  to  the  great 
institution,  while  his  life  itself  will  be  as  happy  as  it  is  unpre- 
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tending  and  nneventful.'   This  was,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the 
case  with  the  snbject  of  these  memorial  vohimes. 

The  story  of  Dr.  Alexander's  life,  as  one  might  naturally 
anticipate  after  what  has  been  said,  can  soon  be  told.  He  \yas 
bom  on  the  24th  of  April,  1809,  and  removed  to  Princeton,  as 
already  intimated,  in  1813.  As  he  advanced  in  his  boyhood 
he  attended  different  schools,  and  came  under  the  instniction, 
among  otijer  teachers,  of  Robert  Baird,  who  afterwards  became 
so  well  known  to  the  Christian  world.  To  him  he  seems  to 
have  been  indebted  for  mnch  inspiration  and  efficient  guidance 
in  his  linguistic  studies.  The  friendship  resulting  from  their 
interconrseat  this  period  continued  through  life,  and  was  alike 
honorable  to  both.  At  the  age  cf  fifteen,  he  had  made  such 
progress  that  he  was  able  to  enter  the  Junior  Class  in  Prince- 
ton College.  Immediately  he  took  a  prominent  position  among 
his  classmates,  and  was  esteemed  by  them  all  as  a  man  of  ex- 
traordinary powers.  "  The  boys  at  the  Academy,"  saj^s  his 
biographer,  "  thought  he  knew  as  much  Greek  as  Mr.  Baird, 
and  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  be  entangled  amidst  the 
intricacies  of  mathematics ;  and  some  of  his  associates  of  the 
college  fancied  that  he  was  superior,  on  the  score  of  his  attain- 
ments, to  most  of  his  instructors  of  the  college  faculty.  This 
was  not  only  the  enthusiastic  estimate  of  youth,  but  the  delib- 
erate and  niature  judgment  of  riper  years."  Such  judgments 
respecting  classmates  arc  oftener  formed  by  college  students 
than  they  are  justified  by  the  facts  of  the  case,  but  occasionally, 
no  donbt,  they  are  true,  and,  if  we  look  at  certain  departments 
of  study,  they  were  no  doubt  true  in  the  present  instance.  At 
the  graduation  of  his  class,  in  September,  1826,  he  shared  the 
first  honors  of  the  college  with  two  others.  By  lot  the  Vale- 
dictory Oration  was  assigned  to  him,  and  thus  he  was  put  for- 
ward as  the  speaker  for  the  class.  Though  only  five  months 
beyond  his  seventeenth  birthday,  he  is  said  to  have  acquitted 
himself  on  this  occasion  so  well,  that  several  eminent  persons 
at  once  predicted  for  him  a  very  brilliant  career.  A  year  atter- 
ward  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Tutor  in  the  college,  but 
declined  it,  and  devoted  himself  for  awhile  to  private  study, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching,  and,  at  the  same  time,  in 
editorial  labors.     The  college,  however,  was  not  content  to 
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wait  long  for  hig  services.  In  1 880  he  becanae  Adjunct  Pro- 
fessor ot  Ancient  Langnnges  and  Literature,  an  office  for  which 
his  previous  studies  had  thoroughly  qualified  him.  About 
the  same  time  he  formed  the  resolution  to  prepare  bimseif  for 
the  work  of  the  ministry.  This  rest)lution  he  was  enabled  to 
carry  out  even  while  discharging  the  duties  of  his  position  in 
the  colle<:e;  and  accordingly  we  find  him  devoting  himself  to 
studies  in  Systematic  Theology,  Biblical  Criticism,  and  History 
— giving  the  time  which  he  had  at  command  during  four  days 
in  every  week  to  the  first-mentioned  branch,  and  during  the 
remaining  two  days  to  the  other  two  branches.  It  was,  at  this 
time,  that  he  may  be  said  to  have  commenced  that  work  which 
afterwards  became  the  chief  employment  of  his  life.  Ho  had, 
indeed,  pursued  the  study  of  Oreek  and  of  Hebrew  at  an 
earlier  period.  But  now  he  undertook  to  master  these  lan- 
guages much  more  perfectly,  and  with  the  definite  object  of 
making  himself  a  thorough  Biblical  scholar.  No  doubt  his 
first  design  in  doing  this  was  to  gain  that  knowledge  of  the  Word 
of  Gcd  in  the  original  languages,  which  he  felt  that  every  cul- 
tivated minister  ought  to  possess.  His  peculiar  linguistic 
tastes  and  capabilities,  however,  soon  led  him  to  a  point  be- 
yond this.  The  work,  which  was  begun  only  as  a  means  to  a 
ftirther  end,  became  an  end  in  itself — and  he  was  in  a  course 
of  preparation,  which  resulted  in  the  ministerial  oflSce  being 
secondary  to  that  of  the  scholar  and  teacher.  There  is  very  little 
of  incident  connected  with  his  lite  in  this  professorship,  and 
very  little  which  may  afford  us  any  adequate  idea  of  what  his 
success  as  an  instructor  was.  But,  in  regard  to  his  method  of 
study,  a  single  extract  from  his  diary,  which  is  quoted  with 
exclamations  of  wonder  by  his  biographer,  will  present  the 
youug  scholar  quite  distinctly  before  us : 

"  This,"  be  smya,  '*  ia  my  Hebrew  day.  My  object,  at  pr«*86Dt,  is  to  obtAin  as 
acoarat*^  a  knowledge  aa  I  can  of  the  lexicography  and  grammar  of  the  langnagew 
I  choose  a  passage,  therefore,  merely  to  serre  aa  a  text,  and  go  over  it  twice. 
Id  Hebrew  I  di>  this  first  in  Eennioott,  without  the  points,  looking  lor  erery 
word  in  Oeseniaa*8  lexicon,  and  reading  the  whole  article  upon  it  carefully. 
This  ia  ray  way  of  8tadyi>«g  the  passage  lexicographically.  I  then  take  the 
pointed  text,  and  analyze  it  most  minutely,  reading  at  large  erery  article  in 
GeseniiiK's  Elementarbuch  which  haa  a  bearing  upon  the  aubject.  By  pursuing 
this  plan  I  shall  soon  have  read  a  large  proportion  of  the  lexicon,  and  grounded 
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myMlf  pretty  completely  in  the  gnunmer.  In  this  eort  of  study,  the  grammar 
mnd  lexicon  are  the  real  objects  of  attention ;  the  Hebrew  passage  only  serving 
as  an  index  to  the  parte  to  be  consnlted.  In  another  branch  I  shall  make  the 
exegesis  of  the  passage  my  chief  aim.  Eren  in  the  former  mode,  however,  I 
shall  be  slowly,  bat  surely,  gaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  some  parts  of  the 
Bible." 

When  we  consider  the  fact  that  he  was  but  twenty-one  jeare 
of  age^  at  this  time,  it  muBt  be  admitted  that  his  earnestness 
and  thoroDghness  were  qnite  remarkable.  It  would  certainly 
have  been  a  great  mistake,  if  such  a  man  had  tnrned  aside  to 
any  work  outside  of  the  scholastic  life.  It  seems,  indeed,  as  if 
there  could  have  been  but  one  future  opening  before  him. 

After  two  years  and  a  half,  in  April,  1833,  he  resigned  his 
profe^orship  and  sailed  for  Europe,  where  he  passed  the  fol- 
lowing year.  We  get  little  idea  of  what  he  accomplished  as  a 
student  abroad.  Indeed  he  appears  to  have  been  resident  in 
Germany  only  four  or  five  months;  too  short  a  time  tor  any 
considerable  results,  though  his  biographer  speaks  of  him,  in 
fond  phrase,  as  returning  ^'  laden  with  the  honeyed  spoils  of 
European  learning.'^  His  European  experience  in  general,  if 
we  may  judge  from  his  diary,  or  letters,  was  not  any  more  in- 
teresting than  that  of  most  cultivated  young  men  whom  it  has 
been  our  fortune  to  know.  His  affectionate  nephew,  however, 
seems  ready,  almost  everywhere  throughout  the  volumes,  to 
gnpply  us  with  comments  suggesting  what  Dr.  Alexander 
would  no  doubt  have  said,  had  he  known  that  his  life  was  to 
be  written.  And  if  such  vivifying  suggestions  are  made  to 
inspire  all  the  words  which  the  great  man  has  lefl  behind  him — 
as  perhaf)s  they  ought  to  be — he  was  as  far  beyond  most  other 
men  in  respect  to  this  matter,  as  in  respect  to  many  others. 

Immediately  on  his  return  he  became  an  instructor  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton.  Here  he  remained,  in  one 
capacity  or  another,  during  all  the  rest  of  his  life.  At  first  he 
declined  the  office  of  Adjunct  Professor  of  Oriental  Literature, 
if  we  understand  his  biographer  correctly,  but  he  substantially 
performed  its  duties  from  the  beginning — being  associated 
with  Dr.  Charles  Hodge  as  his  assistant.  Whether  this  course 
was  taken  by  reason  of  a  modest  and  self  distrustful  view  of 
hb  qualifications,  or  for  the  sake  of  making  a  trial  as  to  his 
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success  in  this  department  of  instrnction  before  committing 
himself  to  it,  is  a  point  wliidi  is  not  quite  clear  to  ns.  Bnt, 
from  wliatever  cause,  he  deferred  hie  acceptance  for  three  years, 
until,  in  1838,  he  was  innngurated  Professor,  with  a  reputation 
already  establibhed,  and  with  no  further  doubts  in  his  own 
mind,  or  in  the  minds  of  others,  that  he  was  in  the  right  place. 
The  concluding  p(»rrion  of  the  first  volume  of  the  biogmphy, 
and  the  whole  of  the  second  volume,  are  taken  up  with  the 
narrative  of  the  qniet  and  uneventful  years,  which  followed 
this  time,  and  reached  to  the  hour  of  his  death,  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  afterward.  It  is  a  noticeable  fact,  that  his 
ordination  to  the  ministry  was  in  1839 — nearly  nine  years  after 
he  had  first  resolved  to  devote  himself  to  that  profession,  and 
four  years  after  he  had  entered  upon  his  Seminary  duties.  He 
had,  indeed,  preached  to  a  considerable  degree,  and  with 
very  great  acceptance.  But,  as  in  the  case  ot  his  professor- 
ship, he  was  slow  and  cautious  in  taking  upon  himself  the 
sacred  office.  The  world  had  determined  his  repntation  already, 
before  he  consented  to  present  himself  before  it  as  claim- 
ing or  holding  the  stations  to  which  he  was  invited.  From  the 
time  of  his  ordination,  however,  his  two  great  works  were  car- 
ried on,  side  by  side,  and  ho  was  hardly  le&5  eminent  in  the 
branch  of  the  Presbjterian  Church  to  which  he  belonged  as  a 
preacher,  than  he  w<\8  as  a  scholar. 

At  this  point  we  leave  the  narrative,  because  there  is  noth- 
ing further  to  be  referred  to,  beyond  what  may  readily  coine 
before  us  as  we  consider  his  work  and  his  character.  Dr. 
Alexander  was,  undoubtedly,  a  scholar  quite  superior  to  moet 
of  those  whom  the  department  of  Biblical  Literature  haa 
called  to  itself  in  this  country.  He  had  extraordinary  powers 
of  acquiring  foreign  languages;  an  extraordinary  love  of 
learning;  an  extraordinary  memory  which  enabled  hirn  to  re- 
tain what  he  had  once  learned ;  an  extraordinary  patience 
which  shrank  from  no  labor  necessary  to  attain  the  end  he  had 
in  view;  an  extraordinary  physical  constitution  which  seemed 
to  require  no  exercise  to  keep  it  in  health  and  vigorous 
action  ;  and  an  extraordinary  freedom  from  all  craving  for 
social  intercourse,  so  that  his  whole  time  could  be  uninter- 
ruptedly devoted  to   books.      This  wonderful  combination  of 
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powers  and4>ecnliariti€8  gave  hira  a  vast  advantage,  as  com- 
pared with  other  men,  in  the  one  thing  to  which  his  life  was 
devoted.  A  man  who  cares  nothing  for  society^  for  example, 
and  can  live  alone,  with  no  desires  or  calls  from  the  oatward 
world,  escapes  an  incalculable  amount  of  interruption,  and 
saves  for  study  an  immense  amount  of  time.  So,  too,  with  a 
man  whose  bodily  organs  take  care  of  themselves,  no  matter 
how  much  he  neglects  them,  or  a  man  whose  memory  never 
loses  what  it  has  had  entrusted  to  its  keeping.  No  wonder 
that  sach  a  man  leaves  behind  him  many  of  his  companions, 
learning  ten  languages  while  they  are  learning  two  or  three. 
We  do  not  Fay  that  he  leads  a  better,  or  more  useful,  or  hap- 
pier life ;  bur,  if  he  has  such  powers,  he  will  surely  know  more 
in  his  own  line  of  study  than  they  will,  or  than  they  can- 
The  volumes  before  us  abound  in  evidences  of  all  these  things 
to  which  we  have  alluded.  Beyond  the  immediate  and  nar- 
row circle  of  his  nearest  friends.  Dr.  Alexander  had  little 
to  do  with  the  world.  He  buried  himself  in  the  privacy  of 
his  own  room,  whe/re  he  was  able  to  concentrate  his  mind 
upon  books  from  morning  till  night.  Persons  who  attempted 
to  sec  him  were  not,  indeed,  always  rejected.  They  were 
sonietimes  kindly  received.  But  his  reputation  as  a  lover  of 
solirude,  and  as  a  person  of  not  very  uniform  gracionsness  of 
manner,  was  such  that  comparatively  few  ventured  to  disturb 
him.  He  seems  to  have  been  so^free  from  all  bodily  weakness 
as  to  have  almost  despised  any  special  attention  to  the  care  of 
his  health.  Except  for  a  certain  depression  arising  from 
peculiar  states  of  the  weather,  he  was  never  in  any  other  than 
fall  working  condition.  As  for  his  memory,  it  is  sufficient  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact,  that,  after  having  read  the  works  of 
various  authors  and  commentators  in  preparation  for  his  own 
commentaries,  he  was  able  to  lay  them  all  aside,  and,  keeping 
their  various  views  fully  in  mind,  to  write  his  volumes  in  a 
place  removed  from  his  library  and  his  home.  His  acquiring 
so  larj^ely  the  knowledge  of  Arabic  in  his  early  years,  having 
commenced  the  study  of  it  at  the  age  of  nine,  will  show  his 
love  of  learnin^i:;  while  his  patience  is  indicated  by  extracts 
like  that  quoted  above  on  page  76th,  or  like  the  following, 
witli  which  the  biography  abounds : 
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"May  14.  Read  Acts  zxviil,  in  th«  Pathito,  Vulgate,  Luthar,  H«yer,  De> 
W«Ue,  Eratmos,  CalTin,  Wolf,  Bengel,  WeUtein,  Lightfoot,  Lardner,  Winer, 
Bloomfield,  Olshaaaen,  Von  Garlaeh,  Hamphrey,  Baekett,  TroUope,  and  Lyt- 
tleton." 

Or  this,  when  he  web  but  nineteen  years  old  : 

*'Sept.  80.  1.  In  Hebrew  I  have  read  since  the  80th  day  of  June,  the  last 
thirty  ehapters  of  Jeremiah — the  prophecies  of  Eiekiel,  Hosea,  Joel,  Amos, 
Obed,  Jonah,  Mioah,  Nahum,  Uabakkok,  Zepbaniah,  HaggaE,  Z«d>ariah,  Malaelii, 
and  thirty-six  Psalms — iu  all,  a  hundred  and  sixty-nine  chapters. 

"  2.  ItMlian.    The  last  twenty-eight  cantos  of  Orlando  Forioso. 

**  8.  Spanish.    Twelve  numbers  of  '  £1  Mercurio/  Ac 

"4.  French.  The  ftmeral  orations  on  the  death  of  Mar6chal  Turenne,  by 
Fl^chier  and  MascaroD  ;  the  last  two  acts  of  the  *  Menteur  *  of  GomeiUe ;  other 
pltiys  of  the  same  author,  and  four  comedies  of  Moli^re. 

"  6.  Aftibio.    Sundries  in  the  Koran  and  Lockm&n's  Fables. 

"  6.  Persia.    Sundries  in  the  Gulistun  and  the  Tooti  Namab.^ 

"1.  Greek.  Homer;  Iliad,  I.,  II..  XVUI;  Odyssey,  L,  U.  Sophocles,  the 
Antigone,  sererat  hundred  lines. 

•'  8.  Latin.    The  first  book  of  Oicero,  de  luTentione  Rhetorics. 

'*  9,  English.  Vattel's  Law  of  Nations ;  the  Federalist ;  the  first  two  Tolumea 
of  Stewart's  Philosophy  of  the  Human  Mind ;  the  first  two  volumes  of  Kent's 
Commentaries  on  American  Law ;  the  third  volume  of  Blackstone's  Commenta- 
ries  (for  the  third  time) ;  and  sundries." 

What — we  feel  impelled  to  ask — might  not  such  a  man 
accomplish  should  he  turn  his  energies  to  Bibh'cal  learning  for 
more  than  twenty  years?  What  wide  cultivation  might  he 
not  obtain,  in  regions  which  are  rarely  penetrated  by  ordinary 
minds  ?  He  soon  became  a  kind  of  wonder  to  the  view  not 
only  of  the  students  who  resorted  to  the  Tneological  Seminary 
at  Princeton,  but  to  all  that  large  circle  of  clergymen  and 
others  who  found  the  center  of  their  intellectual  life  in  that 
University  town.  Before  the  end  of  his  life,  we  are  told  by 
his  nephew,  that  he  understood,  so  thoroughly  as  to  be  "per- 
fect master"  of  them,  eight  or  ten  languages;  and,  to  some 
extent,  about  twetitj-five.  "  Had  he  devoted  himself  wholly 
to  strange  tongues — as  he  did  not,  in  later  life,  with  the  same 
absorbing  assiduity  as  in  former  years" — the  biographer 
thinks,  "he  ould  have  mastered  as  many  as  any  of  the 
famous  linguists,  with  the  solitary  exception  of  Mczzofauti." 
We  confess  that  we  are  a  little  sceptical  in  regard  to  the 
"twenty -five"  languages — not  that  we  doubt,  that  he  may 
have  looked  into  them  to  some  slight  degree,   but  that,  on 
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carefnl  investigation,  such  claims  generally  prove  to  have  lasB 
fonndatioQ  than  they  seem  to  have  when  stated  in  a  brief 
sentence.  The  enh^gistic  biographer,  we  may  add,  counts 
among  the  twenty-five,  langujigea  wliich  he  '*  probably,'*  and 
even  those  which  he  **  possibly,"  knew,  as  well  as  those  which 
he  "certainly"  had  at  command — and,  if  we  could  reckon 
"possible"  things  as  *'  actual  "  in  this  matter,  we  have  one  or 
two  neighbors,  now  mainly  unknown  to  fame  as  linguists, 
whose  reputation  would  deservedly  become  a  wide-extended 
one  at  once.  After  making  all  deductions  and  allowances, 
however,  we  are  compelled  to  acknowledge — and  we  do  90 
most  willingly — that  he  was  a  man,  in  this  respect,  very  far 
beyond  most  of  his  American  contemporaries. 

The  question  naturally  arises  as  to  the  results  of  tlii.<)  exten- 
sive learning.  We  are  unable  to  discover  from  the  volumes 
before  us  that  any  very  direct  results  of  his  linguistic  know- 
ledge, in  most  departments,  were  lefc  behind  him.  It  was 
scarcely  to  have  been  expected  tliat  they  would  be.  The  greater 
part  of  every  such  man's  learning  dies  when  he  dies,  so  far  as 
this  world  is  concerned.  We  are  to  look  for  the  beneficial 
effects  of  it  in  places  which  are  less  manifest  to  the  supei'ficial 
observer ;  and,  when  considered  in  this  way,  we  may  doubt- 
less find  in  the  pages  of  Dr.  Alexander's  writings  much  that 
he  has  drawn  from  his  very  extended  investigations  in  the  liter- 
ature of  various  nations.  In  the  department  of  Biblical  learn- 
ing, however,  we  may  inquire  more  distinctly  and  particularly 
what  he  did.  The  sum  of  his  life's  work  here  may  be  pre- 
sented in  two  different  points  of  view.  In  tlie  first  place,  he 
was  an  instructor  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  a  large  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  Several  hundred  students,  preparing  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  came  under  his  influence,  and  were 
guided  in  their  study  of  the  Scriptures  largely  by  him.  How 
much  good  was  done  to  these  students,  and  through  the$0 
students  to  the  world,  can  never  be  fully  deteraiined  in  this 
life..  But  we  may  believe  that  it  was  not  inconsiderable  in 
amonnt.  A  theological  teacher,  in  any  branch  of  study  in  a 
seminary,  is  limited  in  the  possibilities  of  his  work.  The  most 
which  he  is  able  to  do — and  the  most  which  it  is  desirable  that 
he  should  do— is  to  open  the  door  to  a  life-long  study,  to  give 
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bis  pnpilB  the  fonndations  of  knowledge,  to  show  them  the  trae 
methods  of  study,  and  to  impart  to  them  snch  enthusiasm  that 
they  shall  be  borne  onward  by  it  in  their  fntnre  coarse.  Even 
this  he  cannot  accomplish  for  all,  for  there  are  students  in  the- 
ology, as  in  erery  other  department,  who  offer  little  oppor- 
tunity for  an  instructor's  power  or  influence.  In  Dr.  Alexan- 
der's case,  his  work  was  further  limited  by  the  fact  that  his  in- 
structions were  confined  to  a  portion  of  the  field  which  he  en- 
tered. We  judge,  however,  from  the  account  which  is  given 
us,  that  he  inspired  his  students,  or  the  better  portion  of  them, 
with  a  love  for  the  studies  of  his  department.  We  do  not 
know,  indeed,  that  any  special  results  of  such  love  and  enthu- 
siasm manifested  themselves  in  after  life  among  those  pupils. 
But,  doubtless,  in  some  of  them  it  did  continue  so  far  as  to  in- 
fluence their  private  studies,  and,  in  the  far  greater  number  of 
cases  where  it  did  not,  we  must  remember  tliat  the  exhausting 
demand  of  two  sermons  every  week  is  too  apt  to  turn  the 
preacher  away  from  the  habits  of  his  student  life.  Dr.  Alexan- 
der could  not,  however,  have  been  a  teacher  of  the  best  order, 
because  of  his  unfortunate  temper  and  manner.  He  was 
brusque  and  impatient  in  his  manner ;  easily  excited  and  irrit- 
able ;  sarcastic  and,  if  we  may  use  a  strong  word,  savage  in 
his  expressions ;  intolerant  of  slow  minds.  His  temper  was 
hasty ;  breaking  out  into  indignation  suddenly,  and  oftentimes, 
apparently,  with  no  very  great  reason.  To  be  sure,  his  biog- 
rapher says  he  repented  very  quickly,  and,  on  some  occasions, 
even  apologized  or  asked  forgiveness.  But  no  man  who  ever 
loses  the  evenness  of  his  temper,  or  the  kindliness  and  calm 
dignity  of  his  bearing,  is  in  the  highest  degree  qualiKed  tor  the 
position  of  an  instructor  of  young  men,  and  especially  of  young 
men  in  a  professional  school.  Indeed,  the  longer  we  live  the 
more  important  we  believe  a  patient  temper  to  be  in  every 
department  of  life.  Certainly  it  is  of  immense  importance  in 
every  place,  where  the  guidance  and  influence  of  others  is  the 
chief  thing  to  be  aimed  at.  It  is  amusing,  sometimes,  to  see 
the  evidence  which  these  volumes  incidentally  give,  as  to  how 
far  Dr.  Alexander  erred  in  this  respect — as,  for  example,  in 
the  case  of  the  student  who,  as  he  was  ^*  whistling  a  lively  tune 
and  keeping  time  with  his  feet  while  ascending  the  stairs  of 
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the  seminary  building,"  met  **  tRe  dreaded  scholar,"  and  wa» 
80  "  umazed  "  becanse  be  met  no  severe  rebuke,  that  he  "  stood 
motionlt^sB ;"  or  the  case  of  the  members  of  one  of  his  special 
classes  who,  being  told  bj  him  (in  the  euphonious  phrase  of 
the  biographer),  ^'  with  some  disiinctncFS,"  that  he  would  give 
them  an  honr,  '^  understood  from  his  manner  that  a  moment 
beynnd  the  hour  would  be  counted  as  an  encroachment." 
"Knowing  well  his  peculiarities,"  the  biographer  adds,  *'thej 
were  careful  to  leave  precisely  at  the  striking  of  the  clock,  no 
matter  how  interesting  might  be  the  topic  under  discussion. 
They  were  equally  careful  never  to  enter  his  room  a  minute 
before  the  time,  even  if  they  had  to  stand  out  in  the  cold  for 
the  ch»ck  to  strike."  A  man  whose  pupils  felt  and  acted  thus 
might  be  a  jw^rf  teacher,  but  he,  certainly,  could  not  be  regarded 
as  in  the  highest  degree  adapted  to  his  office.  Geniality,  readi- 
Dess  to  be  interrupted  and  lay  aside  his  work,  forbearance  to- 
ward th«»se  who  wearied  him,  what  a  young  man  of  our  ao- 
quaintance  ouce  prayed  for  as  "  the  spirit  of  gentility,"  were 
not  among  the  list  of  his  virtues — at  least,  they  were  not  virtues 
which  he  had  so  uniformly  in  exercise  as  to  be  generally  re- 
puted as  possessing  them.  And  yet  to  some  this  deficiency 
was  not  manifest.  These  were  the  men  who  overcame  his  re- 
serve, and  paid  careful  heed  to  all  his  peculiarities,  and  in- 
terested him  by  their  earnestness  in  study,  and  never  stayed 
too  long.  Tliey  found  him  often  very  communicative  and  very 
stinmlating.  "  No  hours  of  my  life,"  says  one  of  this  class  of 
his  students,  '^have  been  hours  of  greater  intellectual  activity 
and  pleaisnre,"  than  those  spent  with  him.  On  the  whole  we 
may  say,  from  the  review  ot  his  life,  in  this  regard,  as  present- 
ed in  tliis  book,  that  he  was,  like  many  other  men,  deficient  in 
just  that  point  which  prevented  his  full  success,  but  that,  at 
the  same  time,  he  was  a  man  of  unusual  qualifications  for  his 
especial  work,  an  earnest  and  thorough  scholar  and,  to  the  best 
minds,  an  awakening  teacher. 

He  was  a  man  of  restless  character  as  regarded  his  methods 
of  working  and  of  instruction.  Always  experimenting,  he  was 
never  content  to  be  bound  by  either  the  old  ways  or  the  new. 
8o  far,  indeed,  did  he  carry  this  desire  for  change,  that  his 
pupils  Ht  times  complained  of  him  seriously.     They  were  turned 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


'84  lAfe  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Alexander.  [Jan., 

aside  to  a  new  method  or  plan  of  study,  jnst  as  they  had  be- 
come accustomed  to  the  one  with  which  tliey  had  commenced 
their  work.  But  at  other  times,  of  course,  they  gained  hy  rea- 
son of  tlie  same  peculiarity.  The  love  of  change  was  charac- 
teristic of  him  in  many  things.  He  seems  to  have  been  unwil- 
ling to  occupy  the  same  room  for  a  very  long  perii»d  of  time. 
He  rearranged  his  library  at  intervals,  and  is  the  first  literary 
man  of  whom  we  have  ever  heard,  who  was  actually  grieved 
on  finding  that  the  ladies  of  his  family,  who  had  been  superin- 
tending the  cleaning  of  his  room,  had  left  his  papers  and  books 
in  precisely  the  same  places  in  which  they  were  before.  We 
are  glad  to  have  read  his  life,  if  for  no  other  reason,  because  it 
assures  us  that  there  has  lived  in  the  world  one  man  with  such 
feelings.  We  pardon  a  good  deal  of  his  impatience  with  his 
pupils,  in  view  of  this  willingness  that  his  mother  and  sister 
should  disturb  the  fixed  order  of  his  room.  We  hope  his  ex- 
ample may  be  of  service  to  every  one  of  his  associates  in  the 
scholarly  life,  all  over  the  world. 

But  we  had  not  intended  to  allude  so  much  at  length  to  this 
point.  In  connection  with  his  love  of  change  we  are  interested 
to  observe  that,  after  making  trial  of  a  variety  of  methods  of 
instruction  for  his  classes,  he  comes  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
best  course  for  the  teacher  is  to  lecture  on  some  particular 
topic,  and  afterwards,  on  a  following  day,  to  question  the 
students  with  reference  to  what  has  been  communicated  in  the 
lecture. 

"I  am  conTioced,**  he  sajs,  "that  th!f  it  the  trae  method  of  imparting  the 
most  knowledge  in  a  given  time.  I  was  fnrmeriy  prrjiidieed  against  it,  as  a  plan 
adapted  merely  to  save  labor  and  make  superficial  pcfaolars.  In  t^is  I  was  firat 
shaken  by  my  visit  to  the  Gvrroan  Universities,  which  made  me  ask  myself  how 
it  is  that  this  method  of  instraction  is  adhered  to  in  a  country  principHlly  noted 
for  its  love  of  change.  If  anything  couM  have  been  gnined  by  innovMtion,  the 
Germans  would  have  tried  it.  1  have  now  removed  my  doubts  by  fair  experi- 
ment, and  am  persna  led  that  even  in  elementary  instruction  this  plnn  is  the 
.  bebt.  As  Tor  the  usual  objection  to  it,  that  it  enables  the  indolent  to  dispense 
with  study,  and  deprives  the  studious  of  the  advantages  which  flow  fn>ni  intel- 
lectual effort ;  it  io  founded  on  a  mere  mistake.  The  only  effect  of  tliis  sort  is, 
to  elevHte  the  standard  of  aoqnisitioo  by  sparing  the  necessity  of  hunting  after 
aoroe  things,  and  thus  leaving  time  for  the  mastering  of  others.  But  the  great 
argument  in  favor  of  the  method  is,  to  m*  mind,  this:  that  it  enables  the  teacher 
to  direct  the  student's  mind  as  to  what  he  ought  to  study.    The  student  of  the 
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Bihle.  for  «zjiinp1«,  needs  to  be  infonned  hy  one  who  knows,  what  are  the  real 
difficuhicfS  of  the  passage ;  not  one  in  ten  of  which  might  possibly  suggest  thcm- 
seWes.  When  there  are  different  opinions  to  be  weigh  vd,  he  needs  a  brief,  clear 
staUfioent  of  them,  and  at  least  an  oatHn«  of  the  reasons  pro  and  eon.  These 
be  eaa  digest  and  oompare  in  prirate  study.  Tbeee  statements  miglit,  indeed. 
be  made  afier  the  student  has  prepared  his  lesson ;  but  the  revolt  of  my  experi- 
ence is  that  th**y  are  then  too  late.  After  toiling  thronj^h  a  taslc  in  which  he 
feels  no  iriteresf .  because  he  does  not  know  the  interesting  p4»ints  of  it,  he  is  apt 
to  regard  all  further  illustration  as  surplusage ;  as  feomethlng  added  to  a  thing  of 
which  he  has  already  had  enough." 

Tins  question  of  the  comparative  advantages  of  the  system 
of  instrnction  by  lectures,  followed  by  frequent  iBxaminationSy 
and  of  the  system'  of  instrnction  by  recitations,  is  one  of  much 
interest.  In  the  ca^e  of  stndonts  who,  having  completed  an 
academical  conrse,  are  engaged  in  professional  studias,  we  are 
inclined  to  give  mnch  weight  to  whtit  is  snggested  in  these  re- 
marks of  Dr.  Alexander.  Onr  own  experience  has  produced 
the  same  conviction  which  he  hero  expresses.  We  believe, 
however,  that  a  certain  intermir»gling  of  the  two  methods  is 
better  than  either  of  then^  by  itself.  The  student  needs  to  be 
put  npon  the  work  of  investigating  for  himself  independently 
of  his  teacher,  to  a  certain  extent;  and  yet  he  needs  the  guid- 
ance of  hid  teacher  in  just  the  way,  and  for  just  those  reasons, 
which  Dr.  Alexander  indicates.  Otherwise  there  is  a  vast 
waste  of  time  and  ill-directed  effort  for  the  individual  student, 
and  of  time  and  patience  for  the  class. 

In  another  respect,  however,  we  think  that  his  course  was 
H  mistaken  one,  and  one  calculated  to  repress  or  extingnish 
the  enthusiasm  of  his  pupils.  "  He  never  allowed  us,"  says 
one  of  them,  ^^  to  put  questions  to  him  in  the  class-room.  He 
once  told  us  that  tho^e  who  had  questions  to  ask  could  write 
them  and  place  them  on  the  desk,  and  he  would  answer  them 
at  ^the  next  meeting;  but  that  he  could  not  answer  ex- 
tempore." One  of  the  greatest  faults  in  our  methods  of  in- 
strnction in  colleges,  we  believe  to  be  this;  and  in  professional 
schools  it  is  far  worse  than  in  the  less  advanced  institutions. 
Valuable  time  will  sometimes,  no  doubt,  be  lost  by  giving  th(^ 
opportunity  of  asking  questions  during  the  lecture  or  recita- 
tion hour.  Foolish  and  unimportant  questions  will  sometimes 
be  suggested  by  the  weaker  or  less  disciplined  minds.    But 
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enthusiasm  and  interest  are  everything  in  a  professional  school ; 
and  nothing  tends  so  stroTtglj  to  awaken  these  as  the  know- 
ledge, on  the  part  of  the  student,  that  every  suggestion  or 
question  from  him  will  be  received  with  willingness  and  with 
consideration.  If  the  student  is  obliged  to  write  what  he 
wishes  to  inquire  about,  and  to  wait  till  another  day  for  an 
answer,  the  spontaneity  of  the  thing  vanishes.  The  result  will 
be  that  he  will  keep  his  inquiries  to  himself,  and  gradually 
will  cease  to  find  them  rising  in  his  own  mind.  He  will  he- 
come  a  mere  receptive  hearer,  and  meet  the  daily  lecture  i>8  a 
necessary  but  wearisome  task.  Dr.  Alexander  hiiTit^elf  seems 
to  have  felt  thi^,  at  times,  and  to  have  adopted  the  better  plan 
for  a  season.  But  in  this,  and  in  other  respects,  he  was  too 
much  the  professor,  and  too  little  the  elder  and  more  advanced 
friend,  guiding  scholars  whom  he  felt  to  be  his  associates, 
though  they  were  a  little  way  behind  him  in  the  course.  We 
can  hardly  blame  him  for  this,  for  our  colleges  and  seminaries 
have  snch  an  inheritance  of  old  ideas  and  customs  in  this  regard, 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  most  teachei's  to  break  away 
from  their  influence.  The  better  day  is  coming,  as  M-e  be- 
lieve, but  it  has  not  yet  arrived.  There  are  signs  of  promise, 
and  they  are  increasing  in  number.  When  they  are  fulfilled, 
we  may  look  for  a  higher  scholarly  life  among  our  students, 
and  for  a  more  ennobling  and  inspiiing  influence  from  onr  in- 
structors. And  it  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  think  of,  that  they 
will  be  fulfilled,  first  of  all,  in  the  schools  for  professional 
training. 

The  second  point  of  view,  in  which  we  may  contemplate  the 
results  of  Dr.  Alexander's  life-studies,  has  reference  to  the 
works  which  he  published.  lie  was  a  Biblical  scholar  for 
twenty-five  years.  What  did  he  accomplish  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Biblical  Literature  ?  The  chief  results  which  he  has 
left  behind  him  are  his  commentaries,  on  I>aiah  and  the 
Psalms  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  on  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
the  Gospel  of  Mark,  and  the  earlier  portion  of  the  Gospel  of 
Matthew,  in  the  New  Testament.  So  little  has  been  done  in 
our  country  in  the  way  of  preparing  original  commentaries, 
that  there  are  but  few  American  works  with  which  to  compare 
these  volumes  of  Dr.  Alexander's.     His  biographer,  and   cer- 
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tain  perai>nB  from  whose  letters  he  makes  qootations,  seem  to 
re^rd  them  as  deservedly  holding  the  same  rank  with  the 
best  foreign  works  in  the  same  department.  This  is  the  jndg- 
menr,  as  we  are  persnaded,  of  those  only  who  are  nniamiliar 
with  the  writings  of  the  great  scholars  of  Oermany.  Snch 
persons  may  speak  with  great  confidence,  and  what  they  say 
may  have  great  weight  with  Christian  people  generally,  bnt 
the  real  valne  of  their  opinions  is  small.  Reverend  Doctors 
of  Divinity,  it  mast  be  confessed,  are,  oftentimes,  as  little 
capable  of  prononncing  upon  a  question  of  this  kind,  as  they 
are  upon  chemistry ;  for  their  use  of  commentaries  has  been 
limited  to  thoge  in  the  English  language,  and  even  to  the  in- 
ferior class  of  these.  And  it  is  useless  to  present  to  the  pub- 
lic their  declarations  on  the  subject  as  if  they  were  of  any 
considerable  consequence.  What  is  the  opinion  of  scholars  in 
the  department,  and  of  those  who  have  the  knowledge  neces- 
sary to  a  decision,  is  the  question  which  we  ought  to  ask.  The 
answer  to  this  question  is  final,  so  far  as  any  judgment  can  be. 
We  give  all  honor  to  Dr.  Alexander  for  what  he  did.  We 
remember  how  lif  tie  others  among  bis  contemporaries  in  this 
work  have  done.  But  it  is  idle  to  attempt  to  place  his  writings 
on  an  equality  with  commentaries  of  the  first  rank,  for  they 
are  not  of  that  order  at  all.  Nobody  who  understands  the 
subject  thinks  they  are,  and  their  author  himself,  in  all  proba- 
bility, did  not  think  so.  We  have  no  doubt  that  they  are  the 
beot  works  of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  the  libraries  of  many 
of  the  clergymen  who  are  referred  to  in  this  biography,  and 
very  possibly  they  may  be  the  best  which  the  writer  of  the 
biography  himself  possesses.  But,  if  so,  there  are  others  who 
have  better  ones,  and  a  great  many  who,  though  they  may  not 
have  them  at  command,  know  very  well  that  there  are  better 
ones.  This  honored  professor  and  scholar  helped  onward,  in 
Lis  day,  the  cause  of  Biblical  learning.  He  rendered  a  ser- 
vice to  our  part  of  the  world  by  publishing  what  he  did.  Bat 
his  writings  will  not  be  very  permanent  in  their  value  or  their 
influence.  They  will  not  be  very  widely  known  a  few  years 
hence.  We  say  this,  having  reference  to  the  extravagant 
praises  of  his  nephew  and  his  immediate  friends.  Tiiej  do 
injustice  to  his  memory,  in  this  regard,  by  greatly  over-esti- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


<8  lAfe  cfDr,  J.  A.  AUxandmr.  [Jan., 

mating  him,  and  provoke  an  unfavorable  jad^ment  by  their 
very  excess  of  commendation.  He  who  was  so  intolerant  of 
adniation  while  he  lived — more  intolerant  of  it,  even,  than 
of  anything  else — wonldbe  the  last  person,  we  are  sure,  to  wish 
for  snch  nnmeasarod  praise.  What  was  he,  then,  as  a  coromen- 
tatorf  He  was  better  qnalitied  for  the  work  which  he  under- 
took than  any  other  person  in  his  section  of  the  Presbyterian 
body.  He  was  one  of  the  best  who  has  at  yet  appeared  In 
our  conntry.  But  he  was,  nevertheless,  in  the  secmd  rank 
rather  than  the  first,  as  reckoned  among  those  of  all  nations ; 
and  we  think  we  may  jnstly  ^ay  that  his  commentaries  do  pot 
fnlly  equal  his  powers  and  his  fame. 

It  is  a  remarka,b1e  fact — which  is  pressed  upon  our  notice 
in  these  biographical  volumes — that  he  confined  himself  al- 
most entirely  to  tl»e  earlier  portion  of  the  New  Testament. 
There  is  scarcely  any  evidence,  in  his  diary  or  correspondence, 
that  the  Epistles  of  Paul  occupied  his  attention.  The  great 
Biblical  scholar  did  not  give  his  thoughts  upon  these  epistles 
to  the  world — nor,  so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  arrange- 
tnents  of  the  seminary  with  which  he  was  connected,  did  he 
have  any  opportunity  of  discussing  them  before  his  classes. 
They  were  reserved  for  another  department — that  of  Dogmatic 
Theol«>gy — and  for  the  investigations  of  another  professc^r 
whose  knowledge  of  Greek  could  scarcely  be  ex|)octed  to  be 
as  thorough  as  his  own.  It  is  significant  that,  in  this  great 
stronghold  of  a  particular  theological  system,  the  instructor 
in  New  Testament  Greek  and  Sacred  Literature  is  not  al- 
lowed to  interpret  Paul's  writings.  The  approach  to  these 
writings  from  the  linguistic  side  h  closed  as  much  as  possible — 
but  the  approach  from  the  dogmatic  side  is  thrown  wide  open. 
Exegesis  is  made  subordinate  and  subservient  to,doctrinal  the- 
ology, and  the  man  who  is  most  likely  to  interpret  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  sy.'item  which  he  is  elected  to  his  ofiice  to 
defend,  is  the  one  into  whose  charge  is  committed  the  whole 
exposition  of  what  the  great  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles  has  given 
to  the  church.  This  is  a  fundamentally  wrong  plan,  as  we 
are  sure  that  all  unprejudiced  persons  will  agree.  It  is  but 
the  natural  result  of  such  a  plan,  that  the  theology  of  the 
seminary  becomes  dogmatic  and  polemical  rather  than  exegeti- 
cal  and  Biblical. 
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As  a  preacher,  Dr.  Alexander  ooenpied  a  very  prominent 
place  in  the  Presbyterian  Ohnrdi..  The  nniform  testimony  of 
those  who  heard  him  is  that  his  sermons  were  very  impressive, 
very  suggestive,  very  thoroughly  the  product  of  his  own  mind 
and  feelings,  and  very  earnest  in  their  presentation  of  the 
trnths  of  the  gospel.  Like  most  otlier  men,  he  did  not  always 
reach  the  level  of  his  own  liighest  efforts.  Like  most  others, 
also,  he  was  more  admired  in  some  places  than  in  others.  He 
never  awakened  the  same  enthusiasm  in  New  York  as  in  Phil- 
adelphia, and  his  biographer  points  to  one  particular  period, 
of  only  a  few  months'  duration,  when  his  reception  in  the  lat- 
ter city  was  more  favorable  than  at  any  other  time.  He  was, 
moreover,  a  preacher  of  quite  a  different  order,  according  to 
the  representation,  when  in  the  seminary  pulpit  at  Princeton, 
from  what  he  was  in  other  towns,  or  even  in  other  pulpits  in 
the  same  town.  Thi?,  indeed,  was  quite  natural,  for  in  the 
teminary  cliapel  he  had  an  audience  composed  of  students  in 
theology,  and  a  preacher  can  scarcely  lay  aside  the  scholastic 
and  theological  style  when  addressing  such  a  body.  In 
such  a  place,  trn),  the  maimer  would  almost  necessarily  be 
as  peculiar  as  the  matter.  But  everywhere  there  was  some- 
thing to  interest  and  stimulate  the  minds  of  educated  men. 
A  picture  of  his  appearance  and  manner  in  the  lecture-room 
and  chapel  of  the  Seminary,  and,  again,  on  other  occasions  in 
the  larger  cities,  will  be  conveyed  to  the  reader's  mind  by  cbe 
following  extract,  a  portion  of  which  is  in  the  language  of  one 
of  his  old  pupils,  and  the  rest  in  that  of  his  nephew.  Some 
allowance  will,  of  course,  be  made  for  the  '^extreme"  style  of 
the  latter: 

"  Often  bis  manner,  in  entering  the  room,  delivering  hit  lecture,  and  going 
ont,  was  antoniRtie,  and  would  not  suggest  the  presence  of  an  audience.  He 
•eemed  to  see  no  one.  His  call  to  prater,  as  soon  as  he  reached  the  desk,  waited 
for  no  one.  He  lectured  looking  on  a  book  and  turning  the  leaves  without  read- 
ing; with  rapid,  monotonous  utterance,  regardli'ss  of  hurrying  pens  and  aching 
fingers  end  half-caught  sentences  below.  And  he  stoppe<l  »o  short  at  the  end 
of  the  chapter  or  the  hour,  and  so  unceremoniously  left,  that  we  sometimes  did 
not  know  that  he  was  done  tUI  we  raised  our  heads  from  bur  greedy  notes,  and 
aaw  him  already  out  of  the  door.** 

"  This  picture.**  says  his  nephew,  "  is  as  true  as  it  is  graphic.  The  impression 
made  upon  this  intelligent. hearer  and  fastidious  critic,  hy  his  preaching,  and 
which  b  oonveyed  to  the  render  in  the  paragraph  now  about  to  be  given,  one 
■honld  say,  was  derived  principally  from  his  efforts  in  the  Seminary  chapeL" 
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The  paragraph  allnded  to  is  as  follows: 

**  Even  in  th«  pulpit  th«  tAfne  singuliir  oonibitiatioii  appeared.  Hit  Iwdy  was 
■tationary,  hit  Toioe  wa«  hanlly  modulated,  hit  gt^tart  oot  much  more  than  a 
taa-taw  of  the  right  arm,  his  fentores  were  without  play ;  yet  body.  Toice,  arm, 
and  fiice  wer«  to  full  of  fl  wing,  impetooua  life  and  real  unetum,  that  he  wae  al- 
ways as  captivating  and  eloquent  in  hit  manner  of  preaching  as  he  was  fertile, 
disoeroiug,  and  brilliant  in  matter  and  style.** 

The  b]<^p*apher  adds : 

"  Sometiroet  he  tpoke  eznctly  in  the  way  here  detcribed.  At  other  times  there 
was  leM,  ind<«d  eearcely  any,  animation  or  vitible  unction.  But  there  were  times 
when  the  whole  f«)rce  of  bit  genint  and  fiery  emotion  broke  apon  hi*  selectett 
auditories  like  a  whirlwind,  and  drore  them  before  him  like  chaff  upon  a  thresh, 
ing  floor.  Hit  grandept  exhibitions  of  thit  character  were  in  Philadelphia. 
There  he  often  bound  men  hand  and  foot,  and  CM*ried  them  whither  they  would 
not." 

Certainly  he  was  no  ordinary  man.  Bat  in  his  preaching,  as 
well  as  ia  every  other  department  of  his  life,  he  seemed  very 
nnwillinj^  to  become  **famons,"  and  shrank  from  pnblic  notice 
the  more  as  he  was  led  to  realize  that  the  world  was  appland- 
ing  hirn.  Instances  are  mentioned  where  he  even  rndely  re- 
jected the  praise  that  was  offered  him.  He  was  a  gennine 
lover  of  truth  and  learning,  who  songht  retirement  more  earn- 
estly than  anything  else,  and  asked  nothing  from  mankind  but 
to  be  left  alone  with  his  pursuits.  We  can  hardly  help  admir- 
ing his  freedom  from  ambition  and  the  vain  desire  of  ap- 
plause. This  was  one  of  the  nobler  elements  in  his  nature,  as  it 
is  in  any  man^s.  We  do  not  wonder  that  his  friends  cherish 
him  In  remembrance  for  such  an  uncommon  virtue. 

We  are  interested,  in  comparing  his  life  with  that  of  Dr. 
Hiller  so  lately  published,  to  observe  how  little  he  was  in- 
volved or  interested  in  the  controversies  of  thirty  years  ago. 
Like  all  the  Princeton  gentlemen  of  that  time,  he  finally  took 
the  Old  School  side,  and  was  gratified  with  their  triumph  over 
their  opponents  of  the  New  School.  But  from  the  quietness 
of  his  study  he  looked  more  calmly  on  the  conteTiding  parties. 
His  enthusiasm  was  for  other  matters.  It  is  a  happy  thing  in 
the  life  of  such  a  man,  that  his  very  pursuits  have  a  ten- 
dency to  draw  him  away  from  the  turmoil  of  such  strifes. 
If  we  may  judge  from  his  diary  and  letters,  as  given  in 
tliese  volumes,  the  biographer  of  Dr.  Alexander  could 
noty    had    he    desired    to   do   so,  have   made  a  controver- 
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Bial  book  out  of  the  record  of  his  liiBtory.  Nor  conld  he 
hftve  pnhlidlied  the  record  with  even  a  Becondary  design  of 
preventing  the  reunion  of  the  two  parties,  such  as  the  younger 
Dr.  Miller  seems  unquestionably  to  have  had  in  preparing  the 
biography  of  his  father. 

Ihere  are  many  things  remaining  which  we  might  notice  in 
connection  with  this  remarkable  man.  But  enou^^h  has  per- 
haps  been  said  to  turn  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the 
volumes  which  his  nephew  has  given  to  the  public.  Dr.  Alex- 
ander was  something  of  a  poet — having  written  a  few  pieces  of 
considerable  merit.  He  might  have  made  a  novelist  of  some 
reputation,  as  his  friends  think,  if  he  had  devoted  himself  to 
such  a  work.  He  was  successfnl,  in  their  view,  whatever 
be  did.  But,  as  we  have  already  intimated,  his  fondness  and 
aptitude  for  linguistic  studies  were  so  marked,  that  it  would 
have  been  scarcely  possible  for  hiii>  to  lead  any  othur  life  than 
than  of  a  scholar  in  that  department  of  learning.  For  a  short 
time  he  was  assigned  to  the  Professorship  of  Ecclesiastical 
Hijitory  at  Princeton,  bui,  though  givins:  satisfaction  to  others 
while  he  htld  it,  he  was  never  satisfied  himself  until  he  was 
restored  to  his  old  and  loved  employment,  llie  gift  of  tongues 
was  his  giit,  and  his  work  was  assigned  him  where  that  gift 
could  be  exercised.  In  conversation,  when  he  chose  to  indulge 
in  it,  he  was  brilliant,  and  full  of  wit  and  humor,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  those  privileged  persons  who  were  admitted 
to  his  society.  With  children  he  was  always  a  favorite,  and, 
while  his  doors  were  often  shut  against  the  intrusions  of  grown 
people,  ho  was  ever  ready  to  play  with  the  boys  and  girls — a 
faculty  or  power,  if  we  may  so  say,  which  is  more  admirable 
and  more  desirable,  oftentimes,  than  the  knowledge  of  twenty 
or  fifty  languages.  The  tenderness  which  delights  and  com- 
forts the  little  children  is  better  than  mental  endowmetits,  for 
it  gives  to  the  happiest  place  in  the  world  its  greatest  happi- 
ness, and  is  a  part  of  that  love  whi,ch  cornes  from  heaven.  We 
CQiifess — after  all  that  we  read  of  this  eminent  scholar-^-that 
nothing  makes  us  feel  so  confident  that  he  was  a  man  of  soul 
as  well  as  intellect,  as  this  characteristic  which  is  so  promi- 
nent everywhere  throughout  his  history. 

Of  the  religious  life  of  Dr.  Alexander  his  biographer  says. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


92  Life  of  Dr.  J,  A.  Alexander,  [Jan., 

**It  wag  while  at  Mr.  Patton'ssc  hool,"  to  which  he  had  been 
invited  as  a  teacher,  when  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
^Uhat  his  mind  first  became  deeply  impressed  with  religious 
things,  and  tliat  he  was  led,  as  he  and  others  believed,  to  put 
his  trust  in  a  crucified  Saviour.  Indeed  the  change  in  his  feel- 
ings and  purposes  was,  in  his  own  judgment,  and  in  the  judg- 
ment «>f  his  lather,  owing  to  his  first  removal  from  his  father^s 
house,  to  which  he  was  attached  with  a  passionate  devotion. 
Of  his  exercises,  previous  to  conversion,  there  are  no  trust- 
worthy memorials.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  one 
whose  advantages  had  been  so  extraordinary,  should  not  have 
embraced  the  truth  intellectually  at  a  very  early  period,  and 
this  presumption  is  rendered  almost  a,  certainty  by  his  own 
subsequent  allusions,  as  well  as  by  a  multitude  of  collateral 
proofs,  of  slender  weight  if  estimated  separately,  but  of  con- 
vincing force  when  put  together  and  examined  in  combination. 
He  Mas  remarkable  when  young  for  his  punctilious  morality 
and  outward  ref»pect  for  the  great  subjects  of  the  gospel.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  all  the  friends  of  his  boyhood  testify 
to  his  singularly  exemplary  character,  and  pronounce  him  one 
of  the  purest  and  most  reputable  youths  with  whom  tliey  were 
ever  acquainted.  But  it  will  be  seen  from  the  diary  to  which 
tlie  reader  is  now  to  l)e  introduced,  that  Mr.  Alexander  himself 
confessed  and  bewailed  his  utter  sinfulness,  and  saw  no  hope  of 
salvation  but  in  the  merits  and  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  work  of  restoration  was  gradual,  and  unaccompanied  by 
strong  terrors  or  remorse.  These  solemn  records  possess  a 
strange  and  mournful  interest,  from  the  fact  already  menti«med, 
that,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the}*  are  the  only  extant 
registers  of  his  religious  feelings."  It  need  only  be  added, 
that— though,,  as  intimated  in  this  passage,  we  find  very  little 
in  his  journal  of  a  later  date  which  reveals  to  the  world  his 
deep  Christian  experience — the  whole  course  of  his  subsequent 
life  manifested  his  devotion  to  the  service  of  God.  Those  who 
knew  him  best  will  testify  with  greatest  confidence  to  the  earn- 
estness and  power  of  his  faith  and  love. 

His  early  death — before  he  had  passed  the  prime  of  his 
powers — was  a  loss  to  the  cause  of  Biblical  learning  in  the 
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conntry.     Its  quietness  and  silence  were  like  the  quietness  and 
silence  of  his  life — a  fitting  close  of  sach  a  career.  ^ 


The  biography  of  Dr.  Alexander,  which  has  snggested  this 
brief  review  of  his  life,  is  written,  as  we  have  already  inti- 
mated, by  his  nephew,  Rev.  Henry  Carrington  Alexander  of 
Virginia.  This  gentleman  was  one  of  the  boys  whom  Dr. 
Alexander  so  greatly  delighted;  and,  by  reason  of  his  near  re- 
lationship to  him,  he  was  acquainted  with  him  for  many  years. 
With  the  admiration  which  all  Princeton  students,  and  espe- 
ciall}'  all  the  members  of  his  own  family,  had  for  the  distin- 
guished Professor,  we  do  not  wonder  that  he  felt  impelled  to 
publish  the  record  of  his  uncle's  singular  hi:»tory.  In  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  work,  he  has  been  successful  in  present- 
ing an  interesting  and  somewhat  vivid  picture  of  his  varied 
powers  and  characteristics.  He  has  been  quite  unfortunate, 
however,  in  the  very  limited  amount  of  the  most  valuable  ma- 
terials from  which  he  could  draw  in  the  preparation  of  his 
volames.  Dr.  Alexander  seoems  to  have  been  a  mari  not  merely 
of  retiring  character,  but  of  peculiarly  reticent  habits,  so  far  as 
the  expression  of  his  own  inmost  ffclings  and  thoughts  were 
concerned.  At  least,  his  journal  contained  almost  nothing  of 
^his  kind  of  expression.  It  resembled,  as  nearly  as  we  can 
judge  from  the  extracts  given  us  in  this  book,  a  pocket  diary 
in  which  he  noted  down  as  briefly  as  possible  what  he  did  each 
day.    The  volumes  abound  in  such  records  as  these : 

*'I>eo.  1.— No  lecture.  Walked.  Read  Ezekiel  xxv.,  in  Chaldee.  Read 
Oies«ler,  on  the  History  of  the  R« formed  Churches,  and  made  note^  thereon.. 
Ijaid  aside  Luke,  and  took  up  Matthew.  Read  Erasmus,  C«l?io,  Kuinoel,  and 
Robmson  on  parts  of  Matthew  i.,  Coverdale's  £ible,  Genesis  z.,  and  Matthew  i., 
Hansard,  1828." 

**  Nov.  1  (from  his  European  Journal). — Mr.  Sears  and  I  went  to  several  book 
stores  to  inquire  for  Hupfrld's  Dis^ertution  and  Ewald's  Arabic  GramniHr  and 
Bopp*s  Sanscrit  do.  Mr.  Ton  Gerlach's  servant  came  to  invite  us  to  drink  tea  there. 
We  went  ao  hour  too  soon ;  Tlioluck  called  soun  after,  but  stayed  not  long.  Then 
eame  Haversiick.    Mr.  von  Gerlaeh  talked  about  Church  and  State  " 

His  letters,  also,  though  not  quite  so  meager,  are  largely 
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destitnteof  anything  which  revoale  the  inward  life.  Tlie  bi- 
ographer id,  thu8,  without  the  very  foundation  for  his  story, 
and  is  compelled  to  make  it  almost  wholly  out  of  his  own  re- 
collections and  the  letters  of  others  descriptive  of  the  man. 
Two  volumes,  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  pages  each,  are  too 
long  for  such  a  biography.  The  reader  tires  of  the  ever-re- 
peated eulogies  of  friends  and  the  suggestions  as  to  the  proba- 
ble or  possible  feelings  which  the  scholar  may  have  had ;  and 
by  the  end  of  the  first  volume  he  comes  tv>  feel  that  the  writer 
ought  to  stop.  A  roan  must  have  revealed  himself  very  large- 
ly, ill  his  opinions,  emotions,  plans,  and  hopes,  and  there  mnst 
have  been  much  of  great  interest  in  those  opinions,  emotions, 
and  plans,  to  justify  a  memorial  record  of  such  length.  The 
noting  down  of  items  i'rom  day  to  day  is  not  sufficient,  no 
mattur  who  the  man  was  who  noted  them.  The  business  and 
ordinary  letters  of  the  greatest  scholar  become  wearisome 
after  a  while.  A  memoir  of  half  the  size  would  have  been 
better  in  this  case,  as  in  many  others. 

Closely  connected  with  the  point  to  which  we  have  just  al- 
luded, is  another  worthy  of  notice.  As  the  biographer  fre- 
quently docs  not  find  in  his  uncle's  diary  and  correspondence 
anything  but  mere  items,  he  is  led  to  exj^atiate  upon  those 
items  in  a  manner  which  carries  the  reader  away  from  Dr. 
Alexander  to  what  is  of  no  consequence  whatever.  An  illus- 
tration of  what  we  mean  will  be  found  in  the  following  ex- 
tract— a  paragraph  which  has  no  connection  with  anything 
that  precedes  or  follows : 

''The  latter  part  of  April  was  beautiful  The  pastaret  and  grain  fields  smilad 
with  verdure,  the  woods  were  iu  tender  leaf,  and  the  orchards  were  bending  un. 
der  odoriferous  blossoms.  The  aspect  of  May  was  equally  lovely.  The  country 
had  scarcely  ever  looked  so  green.  A  Inp  ot  graoffuUy-sloping  meadow  and 
tilled  laud,  now  in  rich  colur,  might  be  seen  to  advaiitaxe  from  the  Steadman 
street  corner  of  the  front  library  lot.  On  the  z7th,  Mr.  Alexander  and  one  of 
his  brothers  returned  from  a  jaunt  which  had  carried  them  throu  *h  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  York,  Culumbia,  and  Harrisburg.  The 
Geneial  Adsembly  was  in  session.  A  great  Whig  oonveution  at  Trenton  was 
spoken  of.    Webster,  it  was  thought,  would  speaik.'' 

This  is  a  specimen  selected  at  random  from  a  large  number 
of  precisely  similar  passages.  If  the  passage  had  any  refer, 
ence  to  the  surrounding  context ;  if  it  prepared  the  way  for 
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the  setting  forth  of  Dr.  Alexander's  views  and  thanghts  on 
Philadelphia,  or  on  the  Whig  conyention,  or  on  Daniel  Web- 
ster, or  on  the  doings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  year, 
or  on  college  examinations,  or  on  the  beaaties  of  spring,  or  on 
the  comf  arative  loveliness  of  April  and  May,  or  on  ri6h  colors 
Mid  odoriferoos  blossoms,  or  even  on  the  Steadman-street  corner, 
we  shonid  have  read  it  with  deep  interest.  But  when  it 
stands  by  itself— unconnected  with  anything,  and  containing 
nothing  in  itself  of  any  value — it  becomes  a  blemish  iu  the 
book.  The  rhetorical  description  in  the  beginning  of  the  par- 
agraph is  wholly  out  of  place  as  introducing  the  series  of  brief 
statements  at  the  end.  Of  what  interest  can  it  be  to  any  one 
of  the  readers  of  these  volumes  to  know  that,  in  the  year 
1844,  tlie  month  of  April  was  peculiarly  charming  in  Prince- 
ton or  Baltimore,  unless  it  be  in  connection  with  the  fact  that 
Dr.  Alexander's  journey  was  made  more  pleasant  or  profitable 
by  reason  of  the  fine  weather.  But  the  story  oi  his  journey 
is  not  given  us;  and  it  could  not  be  given,  becanse  no  record 
,  of  it  had  been  preserved.  We  sympathize  with  the  author  in 
the  difiiculty  of  Ms  undertaking,  but  surely  he  could  have 
aaved  himself  all  necessity  of  introducing  such  passages  as 
this  by  shortening  the  book. 

We  may  cite  here  another  brief  paragraph,  which  resembles 
the  one  just  referred  to,  but  at  the  same  time  shows  a  further 
peculiarity  of  this  biography : 

'*0n  Smtarday  the  28th  [of  March,  1855,]  the  two  brothers  were  to  be  seen 
riding  in  the  ears  between  Prinoetoo  and  NewTork.  What  they  talked  aboni 
on  this  particolar  occasion.  1  do  not  know ;  bnt  I  will  venture  to  soy  that  they 
bad  a  joyous  time  of  it.  They  often  differed  and  sometimes  had  Yehement  [but 
not  uufrieudly]  discussious/ 

At  this  point  the  biographer  goes  on  to  say  that  one  of  the 
topics  on  which  they  diifered  and  respecting  which  they  talked, 
on  some  other  occasions,  was  that  of  style.  This  paragraph, 
like  the  last  one  which  we  quoted,  has  no  relation  cither  to 
the  preceding  or  the  following  context.  The  subject  of  style 
IB  not  supposed  to  have  been  under  discnssitm  at  that  time. 
All  that  is  known  is  the  single  fact  that  Dr.  Alexander  and 
his  brother  were  on  the  cars,  either  going  from  Princeton  to 
Now  York  or  from  New  York  to  Princeton.    The  writer  of 
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tho  memoir,  however,  *'  ventnres  to  say  that  they  had  a  jojotn 
time  of  it"  It  is  intereeting  to  family  friends,  we  admit,  and 
even  in  a  certain  measure  to  the  liomane  public  generally,  to 
be  assured  tliat  any  persons — and  proportionally  more  so  that 
two  brothers— and  still  more  that  two  gentlemen  whose  ser- 
vices the  oonntry  coald  ill  afford  to  spare-^have  passed  over 
one  of  the  New  Jersey  railroads  in  safety,  and  tliat  tliey  qnite 
probably  had  a  joyous  time  wliile  doing  so.  But,  atler  all,  if 
sneh  a  journey  had  no  further  bearing  on  their  future  life;  and 
if  we  do  not  even  know,  but  only  conjecture,  that  they  were 
pleased  with  each  other's  society,  it  seems  hardly  worth  while 
to  tell  of  the  matter  after  an  interval  of  fourteen  years.  But 
if  there  are  no  letters  and  no  diary,  what  shall  the  btngrapher 
do,  it  may  be  asked  ?  We  thiuk  it  would  be  better  to  dispense 
with  one  volume  of  the  book,  as  we  have  said  before.  But  the 
fhrtber  point  to  which  we  desired  to  allude  in  connection  with 
this  citation,  is  this:  that  the  volumes  mingle  together  the 
lives  of  Dr.  James  Alexander  and  Dr.  Addison  Alexander  in 
a  very  remarkable  way,  considering  tho  fact  that  they  are 
written  as  the  lite  of  the  latter.  It  is  sometimes  difficult,  ex- 
cept by  close  observation,  to  tell  which  of  the  two  brothers 
the  author  is  speaking  of.  We  think  this  is  unfortunate,  and 
even  a  decided  fault  in  the  book.  But  it  is  doubtless  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  same  scarcity  of  details  connected  with 
the  career  of  the  younger  brother,  of  which  we  have  already 
spoken  more  than  once.  We  ask  the  reader^s  attention  to  bi^t 
one  H)ore  extract  in  this  connection,  which  may  serve  to  show 
both  the  peculiarities  referred  to.  At  the  beginning  of  chap- 
ter xxviii.,  the  biographer  says,  as  if  he  wore  about  to  tell  us 
something  of  much  interest : 

*'  But  it  is  time  to  go  buck  with  the  traveler  [i.  e.,  Dr.  A«)disoD  Alexander] 
to  Prtnoeton  and  hear  tbe  news  of  Ooiiim«;Qceinent  Ui«  former  coDneotioii  with 
Na»!Miu  Hall  had  Qot  beeu  forgotiea  by  Dr.  James  Alexttnder.  Tbe  young  meo 
of  tlie  College  Societies  were  disappointed  tbis  year  as  regarded  tlieir  Com- 
mencement Ordtoi%  who  unexpectedly,  and  at  a  very  late  hour,  deeliuR  I.  In 
the  emergency  they  applied  to  Dr.  Alexander  [i.  e.,  Dr.  James  Alexander],  of 
Kew  York,  who  conseuied  to  fill  the  gap,  and  at  tlie  time  appointed  mado  the 
address.  It  was,  of  coarse,  very  hastily  prepared,  Out  was  a  graoefol  and  felioit- 
ous  oompoiiition,  and  was  widely  commended.** 

This  passage,  again,  has  no  relation  to  anything  whtdi  goes 
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before  or  followB  after  it.  It  certainly  is  of  very  slight  im- 
portftDce  as  connected  with  the  life  of  Dr.  James  Alexander, 
and  not  the  slightest  as  connected  with  that  of  Dr.  Addison 
Alexander.  And  yet  it  is  introduced  as  if  some  interesting 
circuoiBtances,  or  some  important  events  in  the  college  world, 
were  to  be  mentioned,  which  made  the  delay  of  the  preceding 
narrative  almost  too  long  for  the  impatient  writer  and  reader. 
We  should  not  speak  of  these  things  at  all,  were  they  not 
found  so  frequently.  But  when  we  come  upon  them  at  inter- 
vals of  only  a  few  pages,  from  the  beginning  of  the  book  to. 
the  end,  we  can  hardly  help  asking  what  the  author's  ideas  of 
biography  are? 

We  wish  to  notice  only  one  other  point  for  criticism  in  this 
work.  Dr.  Alexander  was  a  remarkable  man,  we  believe,  and  we 
join  our  praise  of  him  with  that  of  others.  3ut  he  was  not  the 
greatest  man  that  ever  lived.  His  biographer,  however,  conid 
not  have  used  more,  and  more  numerous,  adulatory  phrases  than 
he  has  done,  if  Dr.  Alexander  had  been  Paul  himself.  Indeed, 
we  do  not  believe  there  were  ever  any  five  men  in  the  world 
who,  together,  deserved  more  extreme  admiration  than  this 
writer  has  bestowed  upon  his  distinguished  uncle.  He  is  never 
compared  to  any  one  except  the  most  world-renowned  of  men. 
He  looked  like  Napoleon.  His  faults  as  a  commentator  or 
lecturer  were  like  those  of  Neander.  His  style  was  like  that 
of  Calvin,  his  general  knowledge,  like  that  of  Macaulay,  his 
lyigiiistic  acquirements,  like  those  of  Sir  William  Jones.  He 
died  like  Wbitefield.  It  is  admitted  that  he  was  inferior  to 
Mezzofanti  in  the  number  of  languages  which  he  knew,  but 
only  in  this  respect;  for,  says  his  nephew,  ^'Dr.  Bussell,  the 
biographer  of  Mezzofanti,  cannot  persuade  the  world 
that  he  knew  philology,"  while  he,  the  biographer  of 
Dr.  Alexander,  can  assure  inquiring  friends  that  his  uncle, 
"  the  ardent  lover  of  Sir  William  Jones,  the  friend  of  Franz 
Bopp,  the  pupil  of  Dr.  Pott,  the  early  admirer  of  Grimm 
and  Humboldt,  and  the  careful  student  of  the  more  recent 
efforts  of  Grerman  and  English  scholarship  in  this  department, 
as  well  as  of  such  authors  as  Freytag,  De  Sacy,  Ewald,  Bosen- 
miiller,  Thiersch,  Buttmann,  Winer,  Wahl,  etc.,  was  not  likely 
to  be  indifferent  to  the  amazing  advances  of '  the  new  science.' " 

TOL.   XXTX.  7 
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In  his  preaching,  it  is  stated,  perhaps  fifteen  times  in  the 
conrse  of  the  two  volumes,  that  he  was  like  a  roshing  locomo- 
tive. He  was  also  like  a  whirlwind — like  a  foaming  torrent — 
like  a  storm.  "  Mighty  intellects  bowed  nnder  him  like  the 
pine  before  the  tempest."  "  He  fairly  ravished  me  with  his 
enchanting  imaginative  pictnres  and  his  wild  borsts  of  mnsic 
and  pathos.  He  went  through  his  sermon  as  the  summer  wind 
goes  through  the  trees  before  a  thunder  storm.  He  closed  in 
a  perfect  cataract  of  glorious  imagery  and  high  religious  feel- 
ing." He  projected  a  commentary  **  which  no  other  person 
but  himself  had  the  ability  to  complete."  "  When  aroused, 
his  wit  flew  like  foam  flakes,  or  like  a  gay  steamer  before  the 
wind."  By  his  sarcasm  '^  he  would  cut  a  man^s  side  open,  to 
relieve  him  of  a  festering  briar.  Or,  to  change  the  figure,  he 
hurled  rocks  at  the  fiy  that  troubled  his  friend's  slumber." 
^^  Hebrew  was  his  atmosphere  and  his  sunshine.  It  colored 
him  as  the  leaf  colors  the  silkworm."  "  His  favorite  pupils  had 
much  the  same  soit  of  vivid  feeling  for  him  that  the  Old 
Guard  had  for  the  first  Consul  and  the  Emperor;  while  the 
body  of  the  classes  had  the  more  quiet  feeling  of  admiration 
that  was  generally  prevalent  in  the  French  army."  His  writ- 
ings were  characterized  by  **wonderful  sententious  completeness 
and  power  of  statement.  He  could  bundle  up  the  substance 
of  a  shelf  of  authors  in  a  paragraph."  "The  Rabbinical  and 
classical  authoi-s  were  at  his  finger's  ends."  "  Sometimes  in 
his  commentaries,  he  leaves  the  *  analytical  scaflToldipg  behind 
him,  and  mounts  up  as  with  the  wings  of  an  eagle."  His  work 
on  baiah  was  a  "  Herculean  task,  but  the  author  had  great 
powers  and  an  indomitable  desire.  There  were  moments  of 
wavering,  when  this  man  upon  the  mountain-top  needed  to 
have  his  hands  upheld  by  others,  but,  in  the  final  iseue,  the 
victory  over  all  diflBculties  was  achieved,  and  the  Amaiek  of 
German  infidelity  was  overcome."  "  If  to  write  noble  stanzas, 
each  instinct  with  imagination  and  passion,  and  full  of  rhyth- 
mic music,  requires  the  effort  of  a  constructive  artist,  then  it 
must  be  conceded  that  the  subject  of  this  biography  was  a  con- 
structive artist,  and  on  the  same  grounds  that  settle  the  claim 
of  Ariosto  or  Byron."    There  is  scarcely  anything,  from  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  Life  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Alexander.  99 

originating  of  a  new  system  of  theology  or  metaphysics  to  the 
preparation  of  stories  for  children,  btit  this  enthusiastic  writer 
thinks  his  revered  and  admired  friend  might  have  done  it 
equally  well  with  the  best  and  the  greatest.  We  cannDt  bring 
ourselves  to  believe  that  snch  a  man  moved  about  in  a  quiet 
New  Jersey  village,  for  a, quarter  of  a  century,  without  being 
known  all  over  the  world.  And  we  are  quite  sure  that  the  re- 
tiring and  unostentatious  scholar  never  dreamed  that  his  biog- 
rapher would  paint  such  an  extravagant  picture.  We  under- 
stand that  the  author  of  these  volumes  has  been,  for  some  years, 
a  preacher  in  Virginia.  If  so,  he  has,  perhaps,  borrowed  his 
stjle  from  his  Southern  brethren,  whose  extravagant  imagery 
and  magniloquent  language  have  been  always  objects  of  wonder 
to  the  northern  mind.  Wo  think,  however,  that  the  uncle 
would  be  better  taken  as  a  guide  in  the  matter  of  rhetoric  than 
his  nephew ;  and  the  true  estimate  of  the  former's  powers  and 
greatness  is  doubtless  somewhere  between  his  own  modest 
judgment  of  himself  and  the  extremely  adulatory  one  of  his 
biographer.  In  a  passage  which  presents  a  vivid  description 
of  Dr.  Alexander's  method  of  studying  in  his  own  room,  wo 
find  the  following  pleasing  picture :  "  His  voice  could  be  heard 
through  his  closed  door,  as  in  chirruping  mood  he  sang  his 
Arabic  and  Persian  songs,  blew  tunes  upon  his  ivory  paper- 
iblder,  or  murmured  strange  words  in  tones  which  might  have 
deceived  an  inexperienced  bee-hunter.  Then  he  would  pause, 
whirl  the  leaves  of  a  lexicon,  murmur  again,  whistle,  solilo- 
quize, cross  and  recross  the  floor,  resume  his  seat,  and  so  da 
capo.  Sometimes,  perhaps,  when  bending  over  Jarchi  or  J. 
D.  Michaelis,  a  funny  thought  would  strike  him,  and  he  would 
laugh  aloud,  quickly  uttering  the  syllables,  '  ha,  ha,  ha.' "  The 
more  we  write  of  Dr.  Alexander  the  more  we  like  him ;  and 
we  cannot  but  fancy  his  overflowingly  joyous  spirit  refreshing 
itself  with  these  volumes  of  his  biography.  In  reading  many 
of  their  sentences,  descriptive  of  himself,  he  would,  we  are  con- 
fident, pause,  whirl  ovet  the  leaves,  murmur  strange  words  in 
tones  like  a  bee,  whistle,  soliloquize,  cross  and  recross  the  floor, 
resume  his  seat,  and  so  da  capo^  and  da  capo^  and  da  capo^  un- 
til, in  the  exuberance  of  his  funny  thoughts,  he  would  close  the 
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Yolames  with  a  lond  utterance  of  those  three  expressive  m^ono- 
syllables. 


Note. — After  our  Article  had  been  written,  and  while  it  was 
in  the  printer's  hands,  we  received  the  January  number  of  the 
Princeton  BevieWy  containing  a  review  of  tliis  biography.  The 
authorship  is  indicated  by  the  statement  that  the  writer  was  a 
colleague  of  Dr.  Alexander  for  twenty-five  years,  a  statement 
which  can  be  made  only  of  the  senior  Professor  of  the  Semi- 
nary at  Princeton.  He  says,  ^^  This  is  one  of  the  most  skillfully 
executed  biographies  within  our  knowledge.  *  *  The  materials 
were  abundant  *  *  They  have  been  woven  together  with  con- 
summate skill.  The  style  of  the  work  also  is  excellent  It  is 
clear,  pure,  and  racy.  There  is  no  prolixity ;  no  amplification, 
— all  is  rapid  and  vivacious.'' 
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Abticlb  v.— moral  results  OP  THE  ROMISH 
SYSTEM. 

Catholic  Worldy  September,  1869.  Article  entitled  "  The  New 
Englander  on  the  Moral  Aspects  of  Romanism." 

Catholic  World,  October,  1869.'  Article  entitled  "Morality 
of  the  Citj  of  Rome." 

It  is  one  of  the  "  Moral  Results  of  the  Romish  System  "  * 
that  it  produces,  among  its  defenders,  some  of  the  most  un- 
scrupulous disputants  in  the  history  of  polemics.    Other  the- 

*  The  OtUholie  World  complains  with  bitter  irony  of  the  Rev.  M.  Hobart  Sey- 
mour, one  of  the  moet  dignified,  as  weU  as  able,  of  oontroTersial  writers,  for 
using  this  phrase,  tks  Romish  tyttrnn,  '*  as  he  elegantly.  In  aecordanee  with  the 
exigencies  of  modem  controverej,  styles  the  Catholic  Ohnrch."  It  is  an  ex- 
tremely difficult  thing  to  suit  the  morbidly  sensitiye  feelings  of  **  onr  Roman 
Catholie  brethren,**  in  this  matter  of  a  name.  If  we  defer  to  their  own  choice 
in  the  matter  (as  we  should  be  willing  enough  to  do,  for  courtesy,  if  they  did  not 
immediately  take  a  trickish  advantage  of  it),  and  call  then  Oatholic$,  at  once 
they  snatch  at  the  word  and  claim  that  we  have  conceded  the  main  point  at  is- 
81M.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  take  any  inoffensive  and  characteristic  designa- 
tion of  their  party  and  institntioo,  we  are  sore  to  be  met  with  violent  or  scorn- 
Ibl  reelamations,  or  with  a  tone  of  serene,  nnoomplaining,  injured  innocenoe  and 
meekness  under  outrage,  which  distresses  us  out  of  measure.  We  are  seeking 
lor  light,  and  studying  the  things  that  make  for  peace.  Will  the  Oatholie  Worlds 
or  some  other  in  authority,  explain  to  us  in  what  respect  papUt  is  any  more  an 
opprobrious  term  than  epucopalian,  pr0$byttrian,  or  congregationaliH,  as  de- 
Boribing  the  adherent  of  a  particular  system  of  ehureh-govemment ;  or  wherein 
the  name  popery  is  any  worse  than  tpUeopacy  or  prethyUrianitm^  except  in  so 
Hx  as  the  thing  it  stands  for  is  worse ;  or  how  it  should  be  an  affront  to  call  a 
man  a  Romanist,  and  not  an  affront  to  call  one  an  Anglican  or  Gallican ;  or  why 
it  should  be  any  more  offensive  to  speak  of  **  the  Romish  system,"  than  of  the 
Greek,  or  the  Oxford,  or  the  Genevan  system  ?  What  ean  be  the  matter  with 
*  eaose,  every  harmless  descriptive  title  of  which  is  repudiated  as  an  insult  by  its 
adherents  ?  It  is  an  accepted  law  of  language  that  the  names  of  things  intrin- 
sieally  offensive  tend  to  become  offensive  themselves,  and  have  to  be  changed 
from  tame  to  time  for  new  euphemisms.  But  this  would  hardly  be  dted  by  the 
Catkolie  World,  in  justification  of  its  anger  at  the  expression,  ''Popery,**  or  "  the 
Romish  system." 

As  for  ourselves,  in  our  amiable  desire  to  humor  even  the  unreasonable  whims 
of  an  opponent,  we  generally  write  out  the  compound  ''Roman  Oatholie**  in 
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ological  debatera  argne  for  the  truth ;  and  although  the  attitode 
of  controversy  is  not  favorable  to  candid  hearing,  still  it  is  not 
i  mpossible  for  the  partisan  to  learn  from  his  antagonist,  and 
be  convinced  of  a  thing  when  it  is  proved.  But  the  champion 
of  Eome  defends,  not  a  proposition,  but  a  corporation ;  and 
he  is  tempted  to  all  the  arts  by  which  a  corporation-counsel 
may  hope  to  make  a  good  case  for  his  client.  Tlie  Church 
must  be  infallible  (if  only  we  could  tell  where  the  infallibility 
is  vested),  for  if  it  is  not  infallible,  where  are  we  all  ?  Theipe- 
fore,  the  Church  is  to  be  defended  against  all  gainsayers.  Or, 
to  sum  it  up  in  the  terse  expression  of  the  Catholic  World  for 
the  current  month,  "his  conscience  is  his  church."* 

The  working  out  of  this  identical  principle  into  similar  re- 
sults is  visible  in  the  directly  opposite  fanaticism  which  makes 
a  religion  of  denouncing  and  abusing  this  same  institution  as 
the  Man  of  Sin  and  the  Son  of  Perdition.  The  history  of 
pious  frauds  in  Christendom  is  the  history,  mainly,  of  two 
sects,  one  holding  that  a  certain  corporation  is  to  be  vindica- 
ted and  aggrandized  at  all  hazards,  the  other,  that  it  is  to  be 
vilified  at  all  hazards.  Of  course,  the  advantage  of  time, 
skill,  and  experience  in  the  business,  is  all  on  the  side  of  Rome. 
Anti-popery  has  showed  a  very  pretty  talent  in  that  direction, 
though  it  can  never  hope  to  equal  such  masterpieces  of  fraud 
as  (for  instance)  the  Decretals  of  Isidore  and  the  Donation 
of  Constantine  But  "  the  spirit  that  worketh "  in  the  one 
and  in  the  other  is  the  same.  The  spirit  that  breathes  through 
the  chaste  pages  of  Maria  Monk  and  the  "  Wonderful  Adven- 
tures of  a  French  Lady,"  is  the  genuine  spirit  of  Koman 
Catholic  controversy. 

There  is  a  quiet  gentleman  in  Brooklyn  who  sometimes 
writes  for  the  New  Englander^  Mr.  L.  W.  Bacon,  whose  expe- 
rience of  the  dealings  of  Boman  Catholic  antagonists  in  dis- 
cussion illustrates  their  unpleasant  modes  of  controversy. 
Some  two  years  ago  he  adventured  a  civil  pamphlet  in  answer 
to  Father  Hecker's  eight  questions,  "  Is  it  Honest  f  "    Wliere- 

falL  But  it  is  too  much  to  expect  this  of  human  nature  in  general  We  cannot 
syropethixe  with  the  indignation  thai  denounces  Mr.  Seymour  for  saying  ^'Romiak 
System." 

*  Catholie  World,  January,  1870,  p.  647. 
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upon  the  Catholio  World  came  dowu  upon  him  with  vast  scorn 
and  ^*  aspersion  of  his  parts  of  speech,"  finding  in  him  noth- 
ing to  approve  or  praise.  Next  he  took  to  task,  in  an  Article 
in  PtUnam^s  Magazine^  certain  petty  impostures  published  in 
the  anti-popery  interest,  which  he  liked  as  little  as  he  did  the 
brazen  sophistries  of  Father  Hecker.  Whereupon  the  Cath/h 
lie  World  fell  (metaphorically)  upon  his  neck  and  embraced 
him  as  a  man  exceptionally  generous  and  noble ;  but  regretted 
that  he  should  have  allowed  himself  to  commend  Mr.  Hobart 
Seymour,  whose  statistical  exhibit  of  '^  the  moral  results  of  the 
Homish  system  "  was  a  most  damaging  argument  against  that 
system.  Instead,  however,  of  yielding  to  these  soft  solicita- 
tions, Mr.  Bacon  actually,  in  the  July  number  of  the  Jffew 
EnglandeVy  went  so  far  as  to  vindicate  Mr.  Seymour's  statis- 
tics, and  even  to  give  additional  and  more  recent  tables,  which 
proved  that  what  had  been  true  in  1854  was  true  in  1869 ;  and 
that,  by  every  accessible  measurement,  the  morality  of  Boman 
Catholic  coantries  was  worse  than  that  of  Protestant  countries. 
Instantly  Mr.  Bacon  became,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Catholic 
Worlds  a  bad  man'— a  very  bad  man.  Gall  and  wormwood 
are  nothing  to  the  bitterness  with  which  it  apostrophizes  bim : 

**  Tour  penUtenoe  in  repMtiog  oaliimDioiis  statemeots,  and  spreadiDg  them 
out  as  jou  do  among  readers  who  wiU  not  see  the  refutatioD,  wiU  gire  you  and 
joar  friend,  Mr.  M.  Hobart  Seymonr,  an  unenviable  notoriety  among  the  worst 
calumniators  of  the  Catholic  religion  who  have  as  yet  appeared.  Yon  have  re- 
peated some  time  ago,  that  most  infamous  calumny  of  the  Tax-book  of  thi  Rmnan 
(Skaneerif,  so  amply  refuted  by  Bishop  England ;  but  although  it  has  been  called 
to  your  notiee,  you  hare  never  had  the  grace  to  apologise  *    The  old  maxim 

*  Twice  within  the  year  the  Catholic  World  has  made  this  allegation  against 
Mr.  Bacon,  with  what  justice  the  following  fact*  will  show :  In  tbe  verv  next 
edition  of  his  pamphlet,  after  the  Catholic  World  had  challenged  the  genuineness 
of  tbe  document  alluded  to,  he  appended  a  note  giving  his  antagonist  the  f^U 
benefit  of  his  oontradioiion.  and  waiving  the  use  of  the  disputed  document  as 
aoimportant  to  his  urgument ;  and  this  note  has  stood  in  all  subsequent  editions. 
See  **  Fair  answers  to  Fair  Questions,**  p.  41,  note.  We  do  not  suppose  that  the 
Catholic  World  has  gone  on,  month  after  month,  reiterating  this  accusation, 
knowing  it  to  be  unjust.  We  presume  that  it  has  only  repeated  it  noi  knowing 
whether  it  was  just  or  not,  and  not  having  so  much  as  looked  to  see. 

Bat  since  the  Catholic  World  will  insist  on  hearing  further  concerning  this 
"inlunoiis  ealurony,*'  we  submit  the  following  from  a  recent  Roman  Catholic  au- 
thor, who  seems  to  know  quite  as  much  about  the  matter  as  Bishop  England : 

*'  Since  1012,  a  fresh  source  of  information  had  been  added,  in  the  shape  of  an 
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8«emt  to  haye  be«o,  **  LU  at  hard  as  yoo  ean,  and  lay  it  on  Uiiek,  tout  it  wfll  all 
be  beUeTed,"  and  h«iic«  we  had  our  Maria  Mooka  aod  oar  Brownieea.  Now  the 
tactics  are  to  be  changed,  aod  the  maxim  seems  to  be,  **  Let  there  be  some  seiQ- 
blance  of  truth  mixed  with  the  lie,  so  that  it  may  sink  deeper ;  let  the  calnmny 
be  sngared  over  with  professions  of  '  fuir  plaj/  and  rt  will  work  with  better 
effect;^  and  hence  oome  sneh  things  as  the  Jf ore/  B$mdu  of  JUnumUm,  by 
Messrs.  Seymour  and  Baoon,  the  'model  oontroTersialists.'  "  * 

"What  the  object  is  of  all  this  violewt,  Irish  sort  of  talk  to- 
wards a  person  whom  the  Catholic  World  had  jast  been  com- 
mending in  the  most  gnshing  manner  for  his  equity  and  gen- 
erosity in  controversy,  and  whom  it  knows  perfectly  well  to 
be  more  than  ready,  in  the  face  of  whatever  denunciation 
from  Protestants  and  of  whatever  abnsiveness  from  itself,  to 
render  its  party  every  jnst  concession — what  the  object  of  it 
all  is  can  only  be  conjectured.  Is  it  the  plan  of  the  Catholic 
Wo7'ld  to  make  itself  extremely  disagreeable,  in  hopes  that 
its  antagonists  will  decline  farther  discussion  with  it,  and  leave 
the  field  to  itself?  Or  does  it  intend,  if  possible,  by  making 
false  and  insulting  charges  of  unfair  dealing,  to  irritate  its 
adversary  into  abandoning  that  absolutely  feir  play  which  it 
is  so  fond  of  clamoring  for,  but  which,  when  it  gets»  it  finds 
so  embarrassing?  Whatever  the  object  of  this  foul  talk  may 
be,  it  shall  not  hinder  us  from  dealing  with  the  arguments  and 
explanations  and  statements  of  the  Catholic  World  jxxst  as  can- 
didly and  courteously  as  if  it  had  conducted  itself  with  de- 
cency. We  shall  correct  our  own  former  statements  with  care 
by  whatever  light  we  have  been  able  to  get  upon  the  subject, 
even  though  it  may  be  from  the  Catholic  World  itself;  count- 
ing it  ^/as  ah  Iwste  doceri.^^  In  like  spirit,  the  republication 
of  Seymour's  "  Evenings  with  the  Romanists,"  which  was  an- 

official  edition,  printed  in  Rome,  of  the  customary  taxes  in  the  Roman  Chancerj 
and  Penitentiary.  It  was  based  throoghoni  on  the  older  arrangement  of  taxes, 
dating  from  the  time  of  John  XXII.,  but  it  was  then  kept  secret,  whereas  it  was 
now  pablioiy  exposed  for  sale.  This  publication,  which  was  soon  disseminated 
in  every  country,  opened  men's  eyes  erery where  to  the  huge  mass  of  Roman 
reservatioiis  and  prohibitions,  as  sJso  to  the  price  fixed  for  every  transgression, 
and  for  absolution  from  the  worst  sins — ^murder,  incest,  and  the  like.  This  tariff 
was  afUfwirdi  9npp<md  to  be  an  invention  of  the  enemies  of  the  Pnpaoy,  but 
the  repeated  editions  prepared  under  Papal  sanction,  Ume  no  dtmU  «6eM<  th$ 
maiUr.**  **  Tht  Pojn  and  th$  Ofmneil,"  by  Janus,  pp.  2S6, 2Sft. 
*  Catholie  World,  October,  1869,  p.  05. 
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noanced  in  our  Jnly  number,  and  of  which  the  Catholic  World 
sajB,  ^^  80  all  tlie  old  calomnieB  and  falsehoods  are  to  be  cir- 
culated with  redoubled  activity,  and  the  commandment, 
*  Thou  Bhalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbor,^  con- 
veniently be  thrust  aside," — has  been  delayed  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  the  questions  raised  against  the  truth  of  its 
statements  might  be  examined  with  scrupulous  care  to  do  no 
injustice  to  Roman  Catholics. 

Now,  in  what  follows,  we  need  not  say  that  we  shall  have 
no  snarling  contention  on  petty  questions  with  the  Catholic 
World.  When  that  journal  sees  fit  to  charge  a  venerable 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  distinguished  for  his  uprightness, 
gentleness,  and  courtesy  in  debate,  with  "  willful  and  deliber- 
ate deception,"  and  with  "  mean  and  cowardly  lying,"  of 
course  there  is  no  reply  to  be  made.  We  have  learned  from 
Mr.  Seymour's  writings  too  genuine  a  respect  for  his  name  to 
do  him  the  discourtesy  of  debating  such  charges  against  him. 
We  shall  proceed,  in  the  interest  of  the  public,  and  not  of  a 
private  quarrel,  to  state  the  exact  facts  on  the  questions  raised, 
making  no  use  of  the  Catholic  World,  except  to  guide  us  to 
the  points  on  which  Mr.  Seymour's  statements  and  our  own 
are  called  in  doubt. 

I.  On  the  subject  of  Homicide,  there  is  no  appreciable 
show  of  objection  to  the  figures  given  in  the  ^ew  Englander 
for  July  last,  which  prove  "  the  proportion  of  criminal  homi- 
cides to  the  population  of  different  countries  to  be  pretty 
nearly  in  direct  ratio  with  the  dominance  of  the  Roman 
Church."  These  criminal  homicides  ranged  according  to  the 
census  next  preceding  the  year  1854,  iroxnfour  to  the  million 
of  inhabitants,  in  Protestant  England,  to  ninety  to  the  million 
in  Sicily,  ont  hundred  and  thif^teen  to  the  million  in  the 
Fope's  own  States,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  to  the 
million  in  Naples.  The  census  for  the  year  1865-6,  shows  the 
following  comparison  between  Protestant  England  and  Roman 
C^iolio  France  on  the  point  of  criminal  homicide : 

To  ik€  MiUim  cf  Population,  Bngltmd.  France* 

CoaT{«tioo8  of  murder  and  attempts,                             1 1  12 

**           of  bfaotioide  in  Tariotis  degrees,              6  10 

Snteides,  yearly  average  for  1S62 — 0,                          64  127 
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IL  The  CiUholic  World  "  passes  by  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
for  reasons  which  it  has  assigned/'  and  which  seem  to  us  qnite 
inadequate,  and  concentrates  its  ^'  care  and  fidelity "  on  the 
next  point — the  statistics  of 

XLLEOrmCACY. 

1.  ITie  Comparison  of  European  Cities. — The  author  of 
Evenings  toith  the  JHomanistSj  writing  in  1854,  gave  the  names 
and  "official  returns"  of  ten  principal  cities  of  Protestant 
Prussia,  and  often  principal  cities  of  Eoraan  Catholic  Austria. 
The  cities  of  Prussia  gave  an  average  of  15  per  cent,  of  ille- 
gitimate births ;  the  cities  of  Austria,  an  average  of  45  per 
cent.  The  comparison  was  expressly  restricted  by  the  author 
to  the  returns  of  city  population,*  as  exhibiting  the  compara- 
tive power  of  the  two  forms  of  Christianity  in  restraining  hu- 
man nature  from  sin,  in  the  presence  of  abounding  temptation^ 
he  distinctly  intimated  that  in  the  Bural  districts  of  the  several 
countries  no  such  disparity  is  to  be  looked  for. 

The  Catholic  World  admits  the  statements  (which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  deny),  and  then  rushes  upon  Mr.  Seymour, 
with  coarse  epithets — "  mean  and  cowardly  liar,"  "  calumnia- 
tor," &c.,  &c.,  and  claims,  with  that  air  of  injured  innocence 
which  is  so  favorite  a  weapon  in  Bomish  polemics,  that  if  the 
returns  of  the  provinces  were  brought  into  the  account,  they 

*  Mr.  Seymour  had  said,  in  1854,  "Name  aoy  Protestant  eoim<ry  or  city  in 
Europe,  and  let  its  depths  of  vice  and  immorality  be  measured  and  named,  and 
I  wiU  name  a  Roman  Catholic  country  or  city  whose  depths  of  vice  and  immo- 
rality are  lower  stilL" 

Fifteen  years  later  the  Cathclie  World  seems  to  accept  the  chaUenge,  with 
great  amenity,  by  citing  *'  the  case  of  Protestant  Stockholm,  where  the  rate  of 
illegitimacy  is  over  fifty  to  the  hundred,  quite  equal  to  that  of  Vienna.  Why 
did  not  Mr.  Seymour  cite  Stockholm,  which  is  notorious?  I  wiU  answer:  It  was 
not  convenient  to  spoil  a  good  story.** 

We  will  not  stand  in  the  way  of  Mr.  Sey mourns  answering  for  himself,  if  he 
likes.  But  it  seems  to  us  sufficient  to  say  first,  that  the  statement  of  the  Catholic 
World  is  untrue.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Seymour's  statement  the  official  return  of 
illegitimacy  in  Stockholm  was  29  per  cent,  which  is  considerably  lees  than 
"  over  fifty  to  the  hundred."  Secondly,  that  the  following  tUven  Roman  Catho- 
lic cities  were  worse  than  the  notoriously  worst  of  aU  Protestant  cities:  Paris, 
88  per  cent;  Brussels,  85;  Munich,  48;  Vienna,  51;  Laibach,  8S;  Brunn,  42; 
Lintz,  46 ;  Prague,  47  ;  Lunbei^g,  47 ;  Elagenfort,  56 ;  Grats,  65  per  cent. 
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woold  more  than  redress  the  balance  of  the  cities.    We  pro- 
ceed to  pnt  his  proposition  to  experiment. 

2.  CompaHewi  of  European  Provinces. — ^The  Catholic 
World  gives  a  hint  of  the  way  in  which  it  wonld  like  to  have 
the  examination  conducted ;  it  would  set  the  vast  empire  of 
Boman  Catholic  Austria,  with  its  thirty  millions  of  inhabit- 
ants, over  against  little  Protestant  Wurtemberg,  with  its  mil- 
lion and  a  half;  and  would  balance  the  average  of  tlie  petty 
duchy  of  Baden  with  the  average  of  the  twenty  millions  of 
Prussia.'  There  is  no  doubt  that,  under  judicious  manipula- 
tion, this  method  could  be  made  to  yield  almost  any  result 
which  the  imperiled  interests  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  Church 
could  demand.  But  it  strikes  us  that  we  shall  get  more  readily 
at  the  exact  truth  in  the  case,  if  we  take  Germany,  pro- 
vince by  province,  and  set  the  Protestant  provinces  by  them- 
selves, with  their  official  returns  of  illegitimacy,  and  Koman 
Catholic  provinces  by  themselves,  with  their  official  returns. 
Two  provinces,  Silesia  and  Westphalia,  are  omitted,  as  being 
divided  between  Protestant  and  Eomanist  populations  in  nearly 
equal  proportions. 


nxEGrriMAOT  m  germak  pbovinoes. 


Protestant 

Per  cent. 

Brandenburg, .' 12. 

Banover, 9.6 

Pomeraoia, 10. 

Prusna,  6.7 

Saxony, 15.9 

Wnrtemberg,. 16.4 


Arenge,. 


11.7 


Haman  Catholic. 

Per  cent 

Aostria  (Upper  and  Lower,) 29.8 

Bohemia, 16.8 

Baden, 16.2 

Bavtria,* 22.5 

Carinthia, 11.7 

Camiola, 45. 

Moravia, 16.1 

Posen, 6.8 

Rhineland, 8.4 

Saltzburg, 29.6 

Styria, 80.6 

Trieete,  Gorz,  <fcc, 9.9 

Tirol  and  Vorardburg, 6. 

Arerage, 1S.6 


*  The  Catholic  World  goet  off  in  a  violent  spasm  of  Tirtnons  indignation  at  the 
injortiee  of  producing  these  figures  for  Bavaria  and  Austria,  where  there 
exist " atrocioif  laws"  forbidding  to  marry  except  under  certain  conditions, 
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This,  then  is  what  the  government  returns  say :  that  in  the 
fifty  millions  of  the  population  of  Germany  the  Boman  Catho- 
lic population,  in  country  and  city  together,  is  more  than  one- 
half  again  more  demoralized  than  the  Protestant  popula- 
tion. There  are  nineteen  illegitimates  among  the  former,  to 
twelve  among  the  latter. 

8.  Comparison  of  Mixed  Populations.  —  The  CathcUo 
World  suggests  that  ^^  where  there  is  a  large  minority  differing 
from  the  majority,*'  the  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  morality 
^^ would  be  most  interesting;"  and  laments  that  this  ^'  cannot 
be  done  except  in  Prussia."  We  are  in  a  position,  however, 
to  relieve  its  despair,  and  grant  it  its  heart's  desire. 

I'he  empire  of  Austria  includes  a  population  of  31,655,746. 
Of  these,  21,082,801,  or  two-thirds,  are  non-Romanists,  belong- 
ing to  the  Protestant  Church  or  the  Greek  Church.  In  nine 
of  the  Austrian  provinces  the  population  is  almost  exclusively 
Boman  Catholic.  In  seven,  the  Boman  Catholics  are,  on  an 
average,  in  a  minority  of  46  per  cent. 

E0MANI8M  AND  ILLBGITIMAOY  IN  AUSTRIA,  1866. 

Mixed  FroftinceM, 


Roman  OeUkolie  Provinces. 

Bomanlstt  lUcglt. 

per  ct.  per  ct. 

Austria,  Upper  and  Lower,  98.  29.8 

Saltzberg, 99.  29.6 

Styria 99.  80.6 

Carinthia 94.  11.7 

Oarniola, 99.  45. 

Trieste,  Qorz,  Ac, 99.  9.9 

Tirol,  Ac, 99.  6. 

Bohemia, 96.  16.8 

Moraria, 95.  15.1 

Average, 97.  21.5 


Bomanlflli  ntefli. 

per  ct.  per  ck 

Hungary, 62.  6. 

Galicit 44.  8. 

Bukowina, 9.  9. 

Dalmatia, 81.  5. 

MiliUrgrenze,  42.  1.4 

Croatia,  Ac, 8S.  6.5 

TraosjlTania, i . . .  11.  7. 


Average, 46. 


which  leads  to  illicit  coDDections,  Ac"  "The  Bavarians/'  it  says,  '^are  as  good 
a  people  as  any  in  Germany,  and  it  is  a  shame  to  libel  them."  But  inasmuch  as 
Mr.  Seymour  had  himself  expressly  made  allowance  for  these  **  atrocious  laws," 
it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  shame  attaches  any  more  to  him  than  it  does  to  the 
Oaiholie  World, 

Besides,  one  of  the  very  things  alleged  against  Roman  Catholic  oountries  is 
their  proneness  to  "atrocious  laws"  and  "foundling  hospitals,"  and  licensed 
prostitution  and  other  demoralising  iostutions  and  usages.  All  that  we  charge  is 
that,  some  how  or  other,  such  oountries  tend,  as  a  general  rale,  to  a  state  of 
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^^  Where  there  is  a  large  minority  differing  from  the  ma- 
jority,*' qaoth  the  Catholio  Worlds  "it would  be  most  interest- 
ing." It  is  so,  indeed.  This  failing-off  in  the  rate  of  illegiti- 
macy from  twenty-one  to  six,  when  the  proportion  of  Romanists 
to  the  population  falls  off  from  ninety-seven  to  forty-six,  indi- 
cates the  salutary  effect  of  Protestant  Christianity,  not  only  on 
its  own  followers,  but  also  on  the  working  of  Romanisn^  itself. 
We  believe  that  candid  Roman  Catholic  writers  themselves 
would  acknowledge  that  their  church  is  nowhere  so  healthy  and 
free  from  abuses  as  where  it  is  hedged  about  with  plenty  of 
heresy,  nowhere  so  corrupt  as  where  it  is  universally  accepted 
and  has  everything  its  own  way. 

4.  Comparison  of  Nations. — ^In  his  "  Evenings  with  the 
Romanists,''  Mr.  Seymour,  anticipatinii^  the  tu  quoqus  retort 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  said, 

"If  aoy  man  wiU  name  the  worst  of  all  the  Protestant  countries,  I  care  not 
vhieh,  I  will  name  a  Roman  Catholic  country  stUl  worse.  Let  Protestant  Nor- 
way  be  named ;  its  population  was  1,1M,610,  and  the  proportion  of  illegitimate 
births  was,  at  the  last  returns,  from  seren  to  eight  per  cent  Let  Roman  Catho- 
lio Stjria,  a  province  with  a  similar  amount  of  population,  1,006,971,  be  set 
aguost  this ;  the  illegitimate  births  are  twenty-four  per  cent.  I  If  HanoTcr  be 
referred  to,  and  among  its  Protestant  population  the  illegitimate  births  are  ten 
per  cent ;  then  let  the  province  of  Trieste,  with  its  Roman  Catholic  population, 
be  remembered,  its  illegitimate  births  are  above  twenty4hree  per  cent.  1  "* 

In  this  way  he  proceeded  to  compare,  in  1854,  Saxony  with 
Carinthia,  and  sundry  other  regions  on  either  side,  where- 
upon the  [Caiholio  World  has  a  violent  outbreak  of  mingled 
indignation  and  erudition,  at  the  '*  extreme  trickiness"  of 
comparing  "Styria,  Upper  and  Lower  Austria,  Carinthia, 
Salzburg,  Trieste,  which  are  not  countries  at  all,  but  simply 
the  German  provinces  of  the  Austrian  Empire,  and  Bavariai 
with  countries  so  different  and  wide  apart  as  Norway,  Sweden, 
Saxony,  Hanover,  and  TVurtemberg/*    The  regions  in  ques- 

demoralixation  which  sends  the  Catkolie  World  beating  in  every  direction  for 
bgeoions  and  plausible  explanations.  Since  Austria  ha4  dropped  the  Pope  and 
hit  Syllabus  out  of  doors,  let  us  hope  that  the  amendment  of  *'  atrocious  laws," 
which  has  commenced,  may  go  on  to  a  happy  completion. 

*  It  is  not  strange  that  the  lapse  of  fifteen  years,  in  so  rapidly  changing  a  bit 
of  country  as  the  proTfnce  of  Trieste,  should  show  a  considerable  modification  of 
these  figures,  as  in  the  foregoing  tables. 
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tion  seem  to  have  been  selected  for  tbeir  approximate  equality 
in  popnlation,  and  it  is  a  little  difficnlt  to  see  how  their  loss  or 
gain  of  political  independence  aifects  the  present  case.  Bat 
the  style  in  which  the  Catholic  World  adorns  its  doctrine  i  s 
beaatifnl.  Comparing  snch  provinces  as  8tjria  and  Trieste, 
with  such  countries  as  Norway  and  Hanover  I  Outrage,  in- 
deed I  Will  some  one  charitably  inclined  send  the  Catholio 
World  a  copy  of  the  Primary  Geography  studied  in  the 
"godless  "  schools  of  New  York  City,  that  it  may  learn  that 
for  half  a  century  Norway  has  been  as  much  a  province  of 
Sweden  as  Styria  of  Austria,  and  that  while  its  Article  was  a- 
writing,  Hanover  was  just  as  completely  a  province  of  Prussia? 
But  the  glory  of  its  exact  scholarship  does  not  shine  in  full 
splendor  until,  in  rebuke  of  Mr.  Seymour's  "  extremely 
tricky  "  way  of  speaking  of  mere  provinces  as  if  they  were  in- 
dependent nations,  it  proceeds  to  make  out  lists  of  '*  Catholic 
countries,"  and  "Protestant  countries,"  on  sound  geograph- 
ical principles.  Its  "  Catholic  countries  "  include  Sardinia, 
Sicily,  and  Tuscany,  and  his  "Protestant  countries"  include 
Norway,  Hanover,  Scotland,  and  Iceland  !  We  are  more  than 
ever  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  common  school 
system  to  our  Roman  Catholic  population ! 

The  following  are  the  percentages  of  illegitimacy  in  the 
several  nations  of  Europe  : 

ILLEOmMAOT  IN   ECKOPEAN  NATIONS. 


Prote$tanL 

per  e«nt. 

Denmark, 11. 

England,  Scotland,  and  Wales^ ....  6.7 

Holland* 4. 

Prussia,  including   Saxony   and  ) 

Hanover, f   ^^ 

Sweden,  with  Norway, 9.6 

Switzerland,! 6.6 

Wuriemburg, 16.4 


Average,. 


S.S 


Roman  CatMie, 

per  cent 

Baden 1 6.« 

Bavaria 22.6 

Belgium 7.2 

France 7.6 

German  Austria. 18.1 

?Italy  [defective] - 6.1 

t  Spain  [defective] 6.6 

Arerage, 11.7 

or,  rejecting  luly  and  Spain, 14.6 


♦  Contains  35  per  cent,  of  Roman  Catholics. 

t  Contaios  41  per  cent,  of  Roman  Catholics.    In  the  Oatholie  World,  Hollard 
and  Switierland  are  not  allowed  to  stand  as  ProtesUnt  nations,  but  are  daaaified 
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18«1 16,000.000 

1864, 1 5,762.607 


1870.]  Moral  JSesults  of  the  Romish  System.  Ill 

The  retarns  from  Italy  and  Spain  are  utterly  defective  and 
untrustworthy.  Assuming  the  ordinary  average  birth-rate, 
the  returns  show  that  in  Italy  more  than  on&-fourth  of  the 
births  fail  to  be  registered.  Of  course,  as  all  experience 
shows,  it  is  the  illegitimate  births  that  are  most  apt  to  escape 
record.  As  for  Spain,  its  census  returns,  if  quoted  at  all 
among  statisticians,  are  quoted  at  even  a  larger  discount  than 
its  financial  securities.  The  ran  of  the  Spanish  censuses  for 
the  last  forty  years,  has  been  up  and  down  after  the  following 
zig-zag  fashion.    We  give  the  total  population : 

1828, 18,698.029. 

1837, 1 2,222,872. 

1842, 12,054,000. 

1846, 1 2,164.000. 

After  all,  what  better  could  be  expected  in  a  country  where 
(under  the  benign  and  enlightened  influence  of  the  Roman 
Chnrch)  there  were,  as  at  the  last  census,  422  Mayors,  and 
938  Deputy-Mayors,  who  could  neither  read  nor  write  ! 

Bat  even  if  the  returns  of  illegitimacy  in  these  two  coun- 
tries were  complete,  they  would  not  be  adequate  to  answer  the 
pending  question.  In  those  two  countries,  the  most  favored 
lands  of  Komanism,  where  "  the  Romish  system  '*  has  had 
absolutely  unlimited  opportunity  for  centuries,  through  church 
and  monastic  order,  and  law  and  government,  and  the  giving 
of  education,  and  the  preventing  of  education ,  to  work  out  its 
complete  results,  in  morals,  and  industry,  and  intelligence,  and 
peace,  and  order,  the  prevalent  form  of  sexual  immorality  is 
n^t  represented  in  the  returns  of  illegitimacy.  It  is  something 
for  which  the  languages  of  Protestant  countries  have  no 
name,  but  which  iixed  as  an  established  usage  there,  under  the 
title  of  the  cavaliere  eervente^  or  the  cidsheo^  is  ''  the  end 
which  crowns  the  work  "  which  the  peculiarities  of  Roman 


bj  tbemaelvet  as  mixed  natiooi ;  Wartembarg  haying  a  like  proportion  of  Ro- 
maaitU,  and  an  ezoeptionally  bad  character,  is  classified  remorselj  as  Protest- 
ant Unlacky  Wartembarg,  wedged  in  between  Roman  Oatholio  Baden,  with  its 
16  per  cent  of  iUegitimacj,  and  Roman  Catholic  Bayaria,  with  its  "1%  per  cent, 
is  a  solemn  and  statistical  proof  that  '^evU  commnnications  corrupt  good 
morals.*' 
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Catholic  Ohristianitj  have  wrought  for  Latin  Europe,  and 
which  thej  are  eager  to  do  over  again  in  the  United  States. 

The  IriBh  returns,  as  we  shall  shortly  show  from  the  evi- 
dence of  the  Registrar  General,  are  still  more  defective  than 
tlie  Italian,  so  as  to  be  worthless  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

The  kingdom  of  Hungary  is  also  omitted  from  the  table. 
The  minority  of  its  population  are  Bomanists.  The  majority 
are  partly  Protestant  and  partly  of  the  Greek  Church ;  the 
latter  conld  scarcely  be  classified  on  dther  side.  Accordingly 
only  those  provinces  of  Austria  have  been  included  which 
contain  a  Roman  Catholic  majority.  If  counted  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  provinces,  the  illegitimate  births  being  only 
seven  per  cent.,,  the  omitted  provinces  reduce  the  total  of  the 
Austrian  Empire  to  eleven  and  a  fraction,  according  to  the 
last  returns.* 

III.    The  Moeality  of  Ireland. — ^We  promised  in  perfect 

*  Th«  most  impudeut  of  the  diversified  pretences,  uoder  which  it  is  attempt- 
ed to  shield  the  Human  Catholic  natioDs  from  the  force  of  the  Ktatistics  of  ille> 
gitimaov,  is  the  pretence  that  those  forms  of  crime,  like  foeticide  and  abortioa* 
are  characteristic  of  Protestant  races.  One  glance  at  the  aspect  of  the  world 
to-day  ought  to  make  Roman  Catholics  very  shy  of  producing  it  Which  are 
the  increasing  races,  and  which  the  decreasing  ?  The  question  is  ans^  ered  in  a 
touching  paragraph  from  the  eloquent  Father  Hyacinthe: 

**  1  hear  it  said  that  there  are  races  that  increase,  and  other  races  that  dimin- 
ish, or  at  most  remain  stationary.  I  hear  it  in  the  most  eloquent  sort  of  language 
for  purposes  of  demonstration — ^the  language  of  figures;  and  most  saddening 
language  it  is,  in  this  case,  for  the  diminishing  race,  they  say,  is  our  own — ^it  is 
France  1  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  make  the  strength  of  any  country  to  con- 
sist in  the  weakness  of  its  neighbors— an  old  heathen  notion  which  every 
Christian  statesman  should  repudiate.  But  I  do  wish  that  my  country  might 
not  go  down,  while  the  rest  are  rising  1  ....  I  do  wish,  when  I  look 
abroad — I  will  say  no  more  of  Germany,  I  have  spoken  of  her  already  ;  neither 
will  I  speak  of  Russia,  which  is  in  a  very  fair  way  to  conquer  upper  A^,  and 
will  soon,  peradventure,  rule  China  to  the  farthest  East  .  ...  but  across 
the  channel  I  behold  the  noble  Anglo-Saxon  race,  one  of  the  noblest  in  the 
world,  and  I  do  wish  that  I  might  be  able  to  look  upon  that  race  without  blush- 
ing! I  will  not  reckon  up  her  provinces  and  colonies;  I  wUl  not  pavse  at  de- 
taiU; — but  a  vast  Empire  in  the  Indies  1  a  fiourishing  and  gigantic  republie  in 
the  United  States  1  a  Continent,  Australia,  emerging  from  mid-ocean,  and  soon  to 
be  the  rival  of  Europe  and  America  I  Forgive  me,  0  my  country,  forgive  one 
who  loves  thee  well,  this  respectful  and  painful  freedom  I  But  I  do  wish  that  I 
did  not  have  to  hear  it  said,  without  having  a  word  to  say  in  reply,  '  And  you. 
Frenchmen,  there  are  not  enough  of  you  to  people  and  colonise  Algeria  r"—>Za 
FamilU,  Con/erence$  de  Kotre  Dame, 
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good  faith,  in  our  Article  in  July,  that  "  whenever  the  official 
figures  of  the  last  Irish  census  should  be  accessible,  we  would 
gladly  make  any  correction  of  our  conclusions  which  they 
might  require."  Certain  newspapers  had  made  astounding 
statements,  on  the  authority  of  the  last  census,  of  an  almost 
paradisaical  purity  in  Ireland,  which  put  to  the  blush  Eng- 
land, Wales,  and  Scotland,  and  the  town  of  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed.  These  things  did  not  exactly  comport  with  our  pre- 
vious impressions,  derived  from  what  we  had  seen  of  Ireland 
in  America,  and  what  we  were  accustomed  to  hear  of  the 
American  half  of  the  Tace  in  the  police  reports.  Still  we 
were  conscious  that  we  might  have  observed  with  prejudice, 
and  we  were  determined  to  wait  for  the  facts  and  study 
them  with  impartial  candor.  The  story  ran,  that  while  the 
illegitimacy  of  England  was  6.4  per  cent.,  and  that  of  Scotland 
9.9  per  cent,  that  of  Catholic  Ireland  was  only  3.8  per  cent., 
and  the  greater  part  even  of  this  was  in  the  Protestant  coun- 
ties. We  waited  for  the  official  figures.  For  decade  upon 
decade,  some  influence,  generally  believed  to  be  Romish,  had 
defeated  every  attempt  to  get  at  the  facts  concerning  Ireland. 
Now  they  were  coming,  and  the  Catholic  W(/rld  flapped  its 
red  covers  and  crowed  in  anticipation,  and  timid  Protestant- 
ism trembled  at  its  cacophonous  exultations. 

What  do  the  figures  amount  to?  The  Begistrar-General 
informs  ns  in  his  Report,  page  16 : 

'*  As  regards  the  working  of  the  measures  for  the  registration  of  Births, 
Deaths,  and  Marriages  in  Ireland,  judging  from  the  nmnber  of  these  events  re^ 
corded  in  1S64,  I  consider  that  mmny  births,  deaths,  and  marriagea,  Aavs  nM 
Utm  rtcordsd, 

*'  In  several  instances  prosecutions  have  been  resorted  to  with  some  advantage, 
but  notwithstanding  the  exertions  made  to  induce  a  general  compliance  with  the 
law  throughout  the  country,  numerous  cases  of  neglect  to  register  births  and 
deaths  have  been  reported  to  me  by  the  Distriet  Registrars." 

The  average  birth-rate  in  all  Europe  is  one  in  twenty-eight 
of  the  pK>pulation.  The  actual  number  registered  in  Ireland 
has  been  one  in  forty-two.  The  inference  is  that  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  whole  number  of  births  is  unregistered.  The 
Registrar-General  adds,  after  this  computation : 

"  It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  ifigures,  compiled  from  the  statistical  tables 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  how  incomplete  was  registration  in  Ireland,  and  com- 
VOL.  XXIX.  8 
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IMuriDf  the  namber  of  births  recorded  in  that  year  with  those  since  nnniiaUy 
registered,  I  regret  to  state  that  there  appears  but  little  improyemeot  in  the  sub- 
sequent years." 

This  Beport,  althongh  for  the  jear  1864,  is  dated  March, 
1869.  In  almost  all  his  quarterly  returns  since  1864,  he  com- 
plains of  the  omissions  of  registry ;  for  example,  he  says  in 
1866,  "  a  great  number  of  births  and  deaths  are  unr^istered ;" 
and  '^  at  least  a  third  of  the  births  and  deaths  in  this  district 
have  not  been  registered." 

It  appears  that  the  illegitimate  births  in  Ireland  are  not  re- 
ported,^—or,  at  least,  only  in  the  Protestant  counties.  Of 
course,  if  any  births  are  to  be  kept  off  from  the  record,  it  will 
be,  first  of  all,  the  shameful  ones.  ^ 

But  is  there  no  way  of  gatting  at  some  means  of  estimating 
the  power  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to  strengthen  its 
votaries  against  temptation  ?  It  is  universally  conceded  that 
that  church  has  no  adherents  more  devoted  than  the  Irish 
women.  There  is  an  impression,  we  hope  a  true  one — cer- 
tainly Mr.  Seymour  cordially  confirms  it — that  in  their  native 
land,  remote  from  the  temptations  of  crowded  cities  and 
wealthy  neighborhoods,  they  live  as  purely  as  any  population 
in  like  circumstances.  And  we  freely  and  cheerfully  concede 
that  something  of  this  advantage  of  circumstances  is  due  to 
their  religion.  The  effectiveness  of  Romanism  in  discour- 
aging the  growth  of  cities,  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  and 
the  development  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  with  their 
attendant  dangers,  is  sometimes  boasted  by  its  friends,  and 
always  conceded  by  its  opponents.  But  that  is  a  poor  re- 
ligion which  is  a  safeguard  only  in  times  of  security.  How  is 
it  with  the  daughter  of  Erin  amid  the  temptations  of  great 
cities,  and  where  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  baulk  the  District- 
Registrar  of  his  facts  and  figures?  The  Irish  have  them- 
selves to  thank  if  we  cannot  give  the  figures  for  the  whole 
people.  We  take  the  best  indications  of  the  factsthat  we  are 
able  to  find. 

Take  the  city  of  Dublin.  It  is  the  most  populous  and 
the  wealthiest  city  in  Ireland,  and  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  part  of  its  population,  and  where  the  Romish 
Church  is  strongest  and  most  effective ;  and  it  contains  more 
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proBtitotes,  for  its  size,  than  any  city  in  the  three  kingdoms. 
There  is  one  prostitute  in  every  three  hundred  and  one  per- 
sons of  the  population,  while  even  in  London  there  is  only  a 
little  more  than  half  that  proportion,  or  one  in  every  five 
hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

There  is  a  very  painfully  interesting  document  which  comes 
to  ns  from  a  source  which  the  Vatholio  Worlds  certainly,  will 
respect,  and  which  illustrates  further  the  comparative  power 
of  the  Boman  Catholic  religion  to  secure  from  sin  in  the  pre- 
sence of  temptation.  It  is  the  oflScial  report  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  chaplain  at  the  Liverpool  jail,  the  Eeverend  Father 
Nugent  The  number  of  women  committed  to  that  prison  in 
1864  was  4,896,  of  whom  there  were 

ProtMtftnts, 1,812 

Roman  CatholicB, 8,088 

He  gives  also  the  monthly  commitments  of  *^  disorderly  prosti- 
tutes **  to  that  jail  for  nine  months  of  the  year  1864.  They  are 
as  follows : — 

Prot$9tant9.  Jtoman  Catkolxe*, 

Jftnaarj 56  70 

Febraary 88  97 

March, 69  101 

April, 60  96 

May, 58  91 

June, 66  116 

July, 66  122 

August, 71  117 

September, 77  111 

ToUl, 605  921 

Now  the  Boman  Catholic  population  of  Liverpool,  which  is 
almost  exclusively  Irish,  is  perhaps  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole 
population  of  the  city.  Why,  if  Roman  Catholic  Ireland  is  so 
vastly  purer  than  Protestant  England  and  Scotland, — why 
should  the  Roman  Catholic  Irish,  one-fifth  of  Liverpool,  ftimish 
more  than  three-fifths  of  the  female  criminals  ?  ^^Coeltmi,  non 
anifnum^^^  dke. 

It  would  not  be  so  easy  to  give  exact  figures  illustrating  the 
relation  of  crime  to  creed  in  America.  We  can  only  say  that 
the  claim  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  to  the  chaplaincies  of 
jails  and  prisons,  on  the  ground  that  the  majority  of  the  in- 
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mates  of  these  institutions  are  of  their  chnrch,  seems  to  be 
mnch  better  founded  than  man  j  of  their  claims  to  pnblie  privi- 
lege. Their  argument  would  seem  to  be :  **  We  produce  the 
criminals ;  whj,  then,  should  we  not  be  allowed  to  be  their 
spiritual  counselors  and  consolers?  We  admit  the  fact,  but 
object  to  the  conclusion ;  especially  in  the  case  of  juvenile  de- 
linquency, where  the  hope  of  society  is  that  the  juvenile  delin- 
quent may  be  put  on  a  different  track  from  the  one  on  which 
he  has  been  running.  The  population  of  the  City  of  New 
York  is  said  to  be  about  one-half  Roman  Catholic.  The  juve- 
nile vagrancy  and  crime  of  the  city  is  almost  entirely  Soman 
Catholic.  Part  of  it — exclusively  Romish — is  dispatched  to  an 
institution  in  Westchester  county,  which  is  as  completely  an 
ecclesiastical  institution  as  any  nunnery  in  Rome,  but  is  sus- 
tained from  the  public  treasury ;  and  the  residue,  that  is  sent 
to  Randall's  Island,  is  so  nearly  all  Romish  that  ecclesiastics 
of  the  Roman  church  have  complained  of  being  extremely  ill- 
used,  in  that  they  could  not  have  the  spiritual  direction  of  the 
multitude  of  their  rightful  wai*ds  in  that  penitentiary  also,  and 
carry  on  there  the  work  of  training  which  had  been  so  hope- 
fully begun  outside. 

IV.     THE  MORAL   OONDmON.OF  BOMB. 

In  the  haste  of  closing  our  Article  in  the  July  number  on  "  The 
Moral  Results  of  Romanism  "  we  appended  to  it  the  following 
note,  which  we  are  free  to  say  we  should  have  withheld,  as 
giving  an  unjust  and  extravagant  ifnpression,  if  we  had  taken 
time  to  scrutinize  it : — 

*'  Aceording  to  the  best  attainable  evidence,  tbe  total  number  of  births  in 
Rome,  in  1886,  was  4,87 S;  the  yearly  average  of  foondlings  was  8,168.  See  Mr. 
Seymour's  Introductory  Chapter,  page  43." 

Kow  we  are  not  frightened  into  any  retraction  by  the  fact 
that  the  Catholic  World  denounces  the  statement  as  ^'  an  in- 
famous calumny."  It  said  the  same  about  the  '^  Tax- Book  of 
the  Roman  Chancery,"  which  turns  out,  after  all,  to  be  no 
calumny  at  all,  in  the  judgment  of  the  ablest  Roman  Catholic 
scholars.  And  in  general,  every  fact  that  makes  agunst  its 
cause  is  ^^  an  infamous  calumny,"  and  every  person  who  writes 
effectively  against  it  is  a  ^^  mean  and  cowardly  liar,"  and  ^^  a 
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vQe  calnmniator.''  All  this  we  are  becoming  accnstomed  to, 
and  yet  it  a£fect&  as  the  lees  because  we  know  that  whenever,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  comes  in  the  way  of  our  duty  to  mention 
facts  to  the  advantage  of  the  Roman  Church,  we  shall  be 
hugged  immediately  to  the  bosom  of  the  Catholic  World  with 
gushing  testimonials  to  our  magnanimity  and  generosity. 

But  we  really  think  that  our  Note  over -stated  the  case.  We 
might  shelter  ourselves  under  the  saving  clause, ''  according  to 
the  best  attainable  evidence,"  and  vindicate  the  literal  exact- 
ness of  our  Note.  For  excellent  reasons,  no  doubt,  the  Roman 
Oovernment,  which  has  shrewdness  enough  in  small  maters,  has 
been  wont  to  pursue  a  policy  of  concealment,  and  withhold 
from  the  public  the  statistics  of  crime  and  immorality.  Con- 
scious that  the  States  of  the  Church  have  an  infamous  reputa- 
tion it  studiously  hides  the  facts  in  the  case,  as  if  these 
were  worse  than  even  tHe  common  fame.  It  may  be  a  wise 
policy ;  but  it  is  a  suspicious  one,  and  it  certainly  leaves  some 
excuse  for  those  who,  being  left  to  guess  at  the  facts  from  ''  the 
best  attainable  evidence,'^  find  the  best  bad  enough,  and  con- 
sequently sometimes  guess  wrong. 

Oar  opinion  of  the  moral  condition  of  Rome  agrees  with  the 
common  impression  of  travelvers — that  it  is  a  very  corrupt 
and  miserably  misgoverned  city,  in  which  the  principles  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  having  been  in  operation  for  many 
centuries,  without  let  or  hindrance,  have  brought  everything, 
moral  and  material,  to  a  bad  end.  Especially  are  we  convinced 
that  institutions  which  disparage  the  dignity  of  holy  wedlock, 
by  reserving  public  honors  for  the  unmarried,  tend  to  the  en- 
couragement of  immorality.  *'  Everybody  understands  that  in 
the  Pontifical  States  a  married  man  never  comes  to  anything. 
There  is  no  future  except  for  maids  and  bachelors."  * 

With  this  strong  conviction,  for  which  our  readers  will  make 
what  allowance  they  please,  we  wish  to  hold  a  just  balance 
between  the  statements  of  Mr.  Hobart  Seymour,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Catholic  World  on  the  other,  with  its  citations 
from  Mr.  Maguire,  an  Irish  Catholic  M.  P.,  and  the  Count  de 
Reyneval   who  makes  to  the  French  Minister  for  Foreign 

*  Borne  Contemporaine,  par  £.  About,  p.  26S. 
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Affairs  the  welcome  report  that  the  Roman  popnlation  bears 
the  marks  of  **  comparative  ease,"  "  apparent  prosperity,"  and 
"gayety  of  the  most  expansive  kind." 

The  contradiction  between  these  parties  is  not  so  fiat  as  at 
first  appears.  Mr.  Seymour  describes  Rome  before  the  Revo- 
lution of  1848,  and  Mr.  Maguire  describes  it  a  dozen  years 
after  that  event.  In  that  year,  as  all  the  world  know,  the  peo- 
ple of  Rome  rose  against  the  Papal  government,  and  expelled 
the  Pope,  the  cardinals,  and  the  Jesnits.  His  Holiness  was 
said  to  have  escaped,  disguised  as  a  livery-servant  on  the  car- 
riage of  a  foreign  gentleman.  After  a  long  absence,  in  which 
a  Republic,  under  Garibaldi,  was  proclaimed,  he  was  brought 
back  by  the  armies  of  France.  But  in  the  interval  all  was 
changed.  The  armies  of  France  can  now  maintain  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Pope,  but  they  cannot  reconcile  the  people  to 
the  priests.  A  hatred,  the  most  black  and  intense,  is  ever 
scowling  upon  priests  and  monks  ;  and  that  enormous  body  of 
celibates  are  more  isf>lated  than  before  from  the  homes  of  the 
people.  The  state  of  things  consequent  upon  the  defeated 
revolution  has  led  to  a  diminution  of  licentiousness,  but  an  in- 
crease of  lawlessness  and  violence. 

Now  in  the  good  old  days  at  Rome,  it  used  to  be  the  inces- 
sant boast  of  priests  and  monks,  when  conversing  with  Pro- 
testant visitors,  that  the  whole  world  never  exhibited  such  im- 
mense benevolence  as  the  church  of  Rome  manifested  in  re- 
ceiving and  nurturing  so  many  thousands  of  helpless  little 
foundling  babes,  that  must  otherwise  have  perished.  They 
challenged  all  Protestantism  to  show  anything  comparable  to 
it.  An  average,  during  ten  years,  of  3,160  foundlings  received 
in  a  year — such  was  the  statement  of  Mittermaier !  Protest- 
antism, with  all  its  good  works,  must  hang  its  head  f<^r  shame. 
It  may  hold  its  own  on  good  government,  public  peace,  domes- 
tic virtue,  but  on  that  great  test  of  public  virtue  and  charity, 
the  size  of  its  foundling  hospitals,  Rome  is  ahead,  and  the  rest 
nowhere. 

But  Mr.  Seymour  has  a  pleasant  way  in  controversy,  in  giv- 
ing  an  unexpected  turn  to  his  opponent's  arguments;  and  in 
answer  to  these  vaunts  he  remarked,  ^^  this  may  argue  unex- 
ampled benevolence  on  the  part  of  monks  and  nuns  in  pro- 
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vidiDg  for  eo  manv,  but  it  also  argnes,  either  a  monstrons 
amount  of  illegitimate  births,  or  at  least  an  unparalleled  num- 
ber of  cruel  and  unnatural  mothers,  that  could  thus  expose 
their  new-born  offspring."  Naturally  the  admirers  of  this 
characteristic  charity  of  Eome,  the  peculiar  boast  of  that  happy 
city,  do  not  like  the  dilemma ;  but  that  is  no  snflScient  reason 
vhy  they  should  let  fly  a  storm  of  foul  words  at  him. 

But  are  his  figures  correct  as  describing  the  Kome  of  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  We  do  not  undertake  to  be  responsible  for 
them ;  but  to  say,  as  his  opponents  do,  that  these  figures  do 
not  represent  the  Eome  of  to-day,  is  nothing  to  the  purpose. 
Things  have  changed,  and  changed  for  the  better.  The  first 
answer  for  Mr.  Maguire  and  the  Catholic  Worlds  in  charging 
Mr.  Seymour  with  false  figures,  would  have  been  to  show  the 
trne  ones.  The  books  of  II  Santo  SpiritOj  and  of  that  multi- 
ple of  little  institutions  called  7i  Cotiservatorio  would,  to  them, 
have  been  accessible.  Why  not  then  meet  Mr.  Seymour  ex- 
actly on  his  own  ground,  instead  of  giving  the  go-by  to  all  the 
facts  before  the  Revolution,  and  giving  no  exact  and  authenti- 
cated figures  even  as  to  the  number  of  foundlings  received  at 
the  present  time  ? 

Let  us  now  consider  the  Eoman  Catholic  answers. 

The  first  answer  assumes  the  corrbctness  of  Mr.  Seymour^s 
figures.  But  Mr.  Maguire,  and  after  him  the  Eev.  John 
Sweeney,  suggest  that  the  number  of  3,160  foundlings  include 
not  only  those  bom  within  the  city  of  Borne,  but  some  brought 
thither  iroro  the  rural  districts  to  be  dropped  in  the  wheel  of 
the  city  hospitals. 

Very  likely.  But  where  do  the  infants  come  from  that  are 
received  in  the  multitudes  of  country  nunneries  that  abound 
throughout  these  rural  districts,  and  commonly  have  each  its 
creche^  or  cradle,  in  which  the  child  of  shame  may  be  dropped 
in  secret,  with  a  ring  at  the  bell,  and  left?  So  little 
reason  is  left  for  mothers  in  the  country  to  resort  to  Rome,  that 
the  number  of  these  may  reasonably  be  offset  by  the  number 
of  those  in  Rome  who  may  resort  to  the  country  institutions. 

The  second  answer  is,  that  the  great  figure  given  by  Mr. 
Seymour  represents,  not  the  yearly  average  received  into  the 
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establishnients,  bnt  the  yearly  average  of  those  maintained 
there. 

This  looks  plansible ;  bnt  it  is  incompatible  with  Mitter- 
inaier's  statement,  which  is  nneqnivocal.  Bat  even  if  the  fact 
were  so,  it  wonld  make  no  such  vast  difference  with  the  nlti- 
mate  question.  Morichini,  a  Roman  Catholic,  describing  these 
fonndlings,  states  that  an  average  of  seventy-three  per  cent, 
died  yearly  during  infancy.  Nor  need  Ive  be  surprised,  how- 
ever we  may  be  shocked,  at  this  frightful  mortality,  for  as  the 
Imperial  Heview,  the  leading  Roman  Catholic  organ  in  Eng- 
land, states,  of  the  18,000  infants  sent  from  Paris  into  the  coun- 
try to  be  nursed  the  mortality  varied,  in  different  departments, 
from  69  per  cent,  to  90  per  cent. !  Everybody  acquainted  with 
the  subject  knows  that  this  foundling  hospital  business  is  hardly 
better  than  a  mitigated  and  l^alized  form  of  infanticide.* 
The  survivors  of  a  year's  receipt  of  foundlings,  if  deducted  from 
the  total  of  the  next  year's  inmates,  would  diminish  the  figure 
only  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  per  cent. 

To  come  now  more  closely  to  particulars:  Mr.  Hobart  Sey- 
mour lived  in  Rome,  and  described  it  (in  his  '^  Pilgrimage  to 
Rome  ")  as  it  was  in  all  its  power  and  glory  before  the  Revo- 
lution. The  Pope  then  swayed  the  most  despotic  sceptre  in 
Europe ;  the  power  of  the  priesthood  was  unbounded  ;  the  Pa- 
pal States  were  at  their  widest  extent ;  their  finances  were  in 
the  most  flourishing  condition ;  all  the  institutions,  and  among 
them  the  foundling  establishments,  were  amply  provided  tor 
from  the  public  revenues.  Mr.  Maguire,  however,  visited 
Rome  more  than  a  dozen  years  after  the  Revolution.  The 
Pope  remained  there  only  as  sustained  against  his  affectionate 
subjects  by  the  bayonets  of  France ;  three-fourths  of  the  terri- 
tories that  were  gained  of  old  by  fraud  had  now  been  wrested 

*  *'  Foandling  hospitals,  from  the  mortality  in  th«m,  even  under  the  beet 
management,  seem  to  be  amongst  the  most  pestilent  institutions  of  mistaken 
benerolence.  Such  considerations  indnced  a  Oerman  author  to  propose  as  aa 
appropriate  inseription  over  the  gstes  of  such  establishmenta,  *  Cliildren  mur- 
dered here  at  the  public  expense.'  Prof.  Traill,  in  EneyeL  Brit  xiT ,  444.  It  is  the 
prevailiug  opinion  of  British  philanthropists  that  foundling  hoepitals  have  been, 
"  on  the  whole,  more  pernicious  than  beneficial ;  that  they  have  rarely  accomplished 
their  objoet ;  but  that  instead  of  preyeoting  crime,  they  scatter  its  seeds  and 
spread  its  roots  on  all  sides.**    Bnd,,  ix.,  846. 
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away  from  him  by  violence ;  the  priesthood,  discontented  and 
impoverished,  were  held  in  detestation  by  the  enraged  popu- 
lace ;  the  finances  were  so  utterly  ruined  that  subscriptions 
of  **  Peter's  pence ''  were  needed  from  all  parts  of  the  world  ; 
and  all  the  old  institutions  of  the  city,  including  the  foundling 
hospitals,  were  impoverished  and  crippled.  This  was  a  great 
change,  and  in  many  respects  a  very  advantageous  one  for  the 
Bom  an  people. 

Mr.  Maguire,  visiting  Borne  in  her  low  estate  and  bank- 
ruptcy, gives  an  annual  average  of  foundlings  which  is,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  much  lower  than  that  in  the  Italian 
statistics  of  Mittermaier twenty-five  years  before;  in  his  loose, 
vague  way,  he  gives  it  as  "  about  nine  hundred."  The  Catholio 
World  gets  a  statement  from  the  records  of  II  Santo  Spirito 
of  the  receipt  of  foundlings  for  three  months  of  1868,  from 
which  it  estimates  the  annual  receipt  of  that  one  institution  at 
952.  It  asserts  flatly  that  there  is  no  other  place  in  the  city 
where  foundlings  are  received,  besides  this  one,  which  receives 
nearly  three  a  day ;  but  we  have  a  strong  impression  that  it  is 
mistaken.  It  gives  hints  of  '*  a  large  proportion  "  coming  from 
distant  provinces,  which  is  highly  improbable,  and  authenti- 
cated by  no  figures  whatever. 

Taking  the  Catholic  WorlcPs  own  figures,  then,  and  assum- 
ing its  estimate  of  the  annual  number  of  births  in  Bome,  we 
come  to  the  monstrous  fact  that  about  fifteen  per  cent,  or 
nearly  every  sixth  child  in  that  city  is  abandoned  by  its 
parents ! 

But  this  only  introduces  us  to  a  fact  more  astounding  still, 
that  of  this  number  of  nearly  one  thousand  voluntarily  desert- 
ed infants,  considerably  more  than  one-third  are  the  children 
of  lawful  wedlock  I  This,  understand,  is  claimed  by  the  Catho- 
lic World  as  an  item  in  its  vindication  of  the  moral  purity  of 
the  city  of  Bome !  About  one-sixth  of  its  infants  are  aban- 
doned, and  of  these  one-third  are  abandoned  by  their  lawfully 
married  parents! 

Now  the  Catholio  World  goes  gaily  on,  having  deducted  this 
third  part  from  the  952  children  received  at  one  foundling  hos- 
pital, to  ask  us  to  believe  that  the  remaining  584,  knocking  ofi 
the  odd  184,  as  being  possibly  legitimate,  or  else  possibly  from 
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the  rnral  districts — ^the  remaining  400,  then^-constitnte  the 
total  illegitimacy  of  the  city  of  Rome  I  As  if  there  were  not 
bastards  who  are  not  foundlings,  as  well  as  foundlings  who  are 
not  bastards  I  The  probability  that  the  number  of  lawful 
children  unnaturally  deserted  to  the  almost  certain  death  of  a 
foundling  hospital,  is  not  balanced  by  an  equal  number  of  ille- 
gitimates not  deserted,  seems  very  small.  But  if  we  assume 
the  number  of  illegitimates  in  Borne  to  be  no  more  than  the 
number  of  foundlings  dropped  into  the  wheel  of  this  one  asy- 
lum of  Santo  SpiritOy  and  assume  the  total  number  of  births  to 
be  no  less  than  the  estimate  of  the  CathoUo  Worlds  it  still 
leaves  the  proportion  of  illegitimate  births,  at  the  present  day, 
in  Bome.  to  be  more  than  twice  as  great  as  in  the  very  worst 
cities  of  Protestant  England. 

*<  The  Owiltd  Oattoliea  says  '  this  pr<^>ortioii  of  2S.8  of  legitimate  births  for 
every  one  thousand  of  the  popuktion  speaks  very  well  for  a  capital  city.*  And 
so  it  does ;  it  shows,  what  we  have  always  understood  them  to  be,  that  the  Ro- 
mans are  as  virtuous  and  moral  as  any  people  of  the  world.** 

Thus  the  Catholic  World;  to  which  it  might  safely  add, 
that  it  shows  that  the  separation  of  an  enormous  mass  of  the 
most  vigorous  part  of  the  people  under  vows  of  celibacy  and 
continence,  does  not  necessarily  check  the  multiplication  of 
the  population.* 

bull  against  the  damnable  heresies  of  Martin  Luther),  in  which  he  proposes  to 
*  According  to  the  statistics  which  the  Catholic  TTor/c^  itself  puts  in  evidence, 
the  birth-rate  in  the  city  of  priests,  monks,  and  nuns  is  considerably  higher  than 
in  the  wofnlly  secularized  kingdom  of  Italy ;  which  "  speaks  very  well "  for  the 
government— very  well  indeed — and  ought  to  be  counted  as  an  ofbet  to  the  fact 
that  its  murder-rate  eclipfcs  anything  of  the  sort  in  the  civilised  world.  If,  in 
view  of  this  awkward  comparison,  the  defendant  wishes  to  withdraw  his  worth- 
less Italian  statistics,  we  shall  offer  no  objection. 

We  have  said  nothing  of  the  wild  boast  of  the  Catholic  World  that  "  Rome,  in 
respect  to  offenses  against  chastity,  is  probably  the  most  orderly  and  decent 
city,  of  its  size,  in  the  world."  In  proof,  it  shows  from  Maguire,  that  prosti- 
tutes, instead  of  being  tolerated  or  licensed,  as  in  other  Roman  Catholic  countries, 
are  forbidden  to  walk  the  streets  of  Rome,  and  apparently  infers  from  this  that 
their  business  is  wholly  discountenanced  by  His  Holiness.  It  may  be  so,  and  if 
80,  we  should  be  glad  to  know  it.  But  our  best  authentioaied  indication  of  the 
mind  of  the  Holy  See  on  this  subject  is  in  a  buU  of  that  admirable  Pope,  Leo  X., 
{Bullariwn  IComanum,  vol.  iii.,  part  8,  p.  484 — ^you  will  find  it  next  before  his 
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We  oonfeeB  that  all  this  gneesing  and  groping  after  a  statis- 
tical fact  which  the  Boman  Government  linds  it  desirable  to 
conceal  from  the  world,  is  unsatisfactory,  and  not  worth  the 
time  we  have  spent  on  it.  But  there  is  one  point  in  which  the 
morality  of  this  most  Catholic  people  can  be  brought  into  exact 
comparison  with  other  countries :  it  is  that  of 

HOMICIDB  IN  THE  PAPAL   STATES. 

Sixteen  years  ago,  Mr.  Seymour,  in  giving  the  comparative 
statistics  of  murder  in  different  countries,  was  able  to  get  no 
official  returns  from  the  Papal  States,  and  was  compelled  to 
rely  on  proximate  figures,  derived  from  other  sources.  The 
result  of  his  comparison  was  as  follows: 

Roman  Catholic,        Ifurder$  to  each 
million  ofpopulaiion, 

Lombardy, 45 

ToBcany, 66 

Papal  SUtet, 118 

Naples, 174 

Sicily, 90 

Protestant  Enolamd,.  .      4 


Catholic        Murder*  to  each 

milium  of  population, 

InlaDd, 19 

Belgiom, 18 

Prance, 81 

Aoftria, 86 

BaTEria, 68 

Sardioiit, 20 


A  very  frightful  exhibit  for  an  infallible  ruler !  But  the 
Catholic  Wo'rld  *'  passed  by  this  branch  of  the  subject  for  rea- 
Bi»ns  which  it  assigned,  and  which  prevents  it  from  taking  up 
the  matter  now."  Fortunate  reasons  I  for  if  it  had  taken  up 
the  matter,  ma^k  what  it  would  have  come  to  I  It  is  one  of  the 
many  incidental  bad  consequences  attendant  on  that  necessary 
evil,  a  French  army  in  the  Papal  States  to  protect  the  Shep- 
herd from  his  own  lambs,  that  some  things  come  out  under 
official  (French)  authority  which  used  to  be  kept  quietly  hushed 
up.  The  French  report  states  the  horrible  fact  that  in  the  Papal 
States  there  was  in  1867  one  murder  for  each  5,358  of  the 

grant  aondry  priyUegefl  to  keepers  of  houses  of  ill  fame  in  the  holy  city,  on  con* 
didoD  of  their  paying  over,  for  a  special  nse,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  per 
eenL  of  the  profits.  Probably  this  was  one  of  the  sort  of  bulls  that  are  not  in- 
&llible ;  if  so,  we  are  glad  that,  without  undue  reflection  on  the  previous  holiness 
tod  in&Uibility,  the  present  holiness  and  infallibility  has  been  able  to  inaugurate 
a  more  decent  policy. 
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popalation  I     That  is,  there  were  186  mnrders  to  each  million 
of  the  population  !  * 

We  have  not  attempted  to  take  up  all  the  statistical  asser- 
tions in  the  Catholic  Worlds  and  explain  to  that  journal  how  it 
has  been  betrayed  into  its  mistakes.  We  tried  this  in  a  pre- 
vious number,  and  it  was  not  kindly  received  at  all.  We  do 
not  wish,  for  obvious  reasons  of  humanity  and  expediency,  to 
press  too  closely  an  adversary  who,  when  driven  into  a  corner, 
turns  at  bay  and  spits  out  such  unpleasant  language.  The  task 
which  the  World  has  set  itself  is  quite  like  that  with  which 
the  advocates  of  slavery  used  to  toil  like  the  bad  angels,  tear- 
ing up  mountains  of  solid  statistics  by  the  roots,  and  casting 
them  into  the  sea ;  and  after  every  demonstration  that  figures 
could  give,  of  the  wrongness  of  their  cause,  turning  up  un- 
abashed with  an  ingenious  explanation.  Something  ought  to 
be  conceded  to  the  heroism  with  which  so  gigantic  a  task  has 
been  undertaken  by  the  Catholic  World.  Without  unnecessary 
remarks  about  its  queer  statistics,  we  have  contented  ourselves 
mainly  with  exhibiting  authentic  facts,  from  the  most  recent 
government  returns. 

*  The  foUowiog  table  from  Moreau  de  Jonnds.  StoHiUgue  d»  la  Grande  Bre- 
taffn§y  Vol.  ii.,  p.  267,  is  instractiTe  and  corroboratiye,  though  not  recent: 

jLS8A88lNAn0N8  AND   ATTBMPT8  TO  A88A68INATX  IN  XUROFS. 

Protestant  Scotland, 18S6  1  for  270,000 

EngUnd, 1  for  178,000 

<*  Low  Countries, 1824  1  for  168,000 

**  Prussia, 1824  1  for  100,000 

Roman  Catholic   Austria, 1809  1  for    67,000 

*'  Spain, 1828  1  for      4,118 

"  Naples, Ifor      2,760 

**  BomanSUtes, Ifor         760 
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Abticlb  VL— JAMES  RUSSELL  LOWELL  AND  ROBERT 
BROWNING. 

The  Caihedral.    Jambs  Russbll  Lowbll.    Boston :    Fields, 

Osgood,  &  Oo.    1870.     16mo.  pp.  53. 
Chrietmas  Eve.     Robbbt  BEowNmo.    Boston :    Ticknor  & 

Fields.    1864. 

Wb  have  been  accnstoraed  to  accoant  Mr.  James  Russell 
Lowell  as  among  the  foremost  of  American  poets.  Bright- 
minded  and  cheerfal,  open-eyed  and  objective,  in  his  diction 
fluent  and  clear,  with  a  humor  as  bubbling  and  as  changing 
as  a  mountain  spring,  and  a  sprightliness  of  fancy  as  light  as 
the  leap  of  a  bounding  fawn,  he  rarely  fails  fully  to  satisfy  his 
expectant  readers.  The  announcement  of  a  new  poem  upon 
so  fruitful  a  theme  as  ^^  The  Cathedral  "  raised  our  expecta- 
tions more  than  ever.  .We  could  not  repress  the  belief  that, 
with  a  topic  so  elevating  and  suggestive,  he  would  rise  above 
his  wonted  excellence.  We  are  sorry,  to  confess  our  disap- 
po^tment.  Speculation  and  theology  evidently  do  not  suit 
his  genius.  They  are  "heavy  as  nightmare"  to  his  generally 
cheerful  and  believing  spirit.  He  had  better  leave  such  themes 
to  Mr.  Emerson.  It  is  better  that  one  poet  should  be  spoiled  than 
two,  by  the  nebulous  philosophy  that  resolves  into  ''  a  foul  and 
pestilent  congregation  of  vapors  "  the  ordinary  world  of  poe- 
try and  of  faith,  with  "its  brave,  o'erhanging  firmament,  its 
majestical  roof  fretted  with  golden  fire."  It  is  a  thousand 
pities  that  even  in  the  cathedral  of  Chartres,  on  that  memora- 
ble day  that  never  could  be  matched  by  another, 

**  Cloudless  of  care,  down-shod  to  every  sense, 
And  simply  perfect  from  its  own  resource,** 

I 

Mr.  Lowell  could  not  forget 

/  '*  the  homelike  sounds, 

At  Concord  and  by  Bankside  heard  before  */' 

that,  instead  of  giving  himself  up  to  the  inspiring  influences 
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of  the  Bcene,  he  should  have  fallen  into  a  brown  studj  concern- 
ing the  relations  of  Faith  to  Science  and  of  Science  to  Faith. 

Had  he  left  all  thoughts  of  Concord  at  home,  and  given 
himself  to  the  legitimate  inspiration  of  the  Cathedral,  the  father's 
faith  to  which,  as  he  informs  us  and  we  believe  most  truly, 
^'  he  is  not  recreant,"  would  have  found  new  stimulus  and  con- 
firmation, and  the  truths  which  he  learned  ^*  at  bis  mother's 
knee"  would  have  caught  a  fresh  glory  from  "  the  soul's  east 
window  of  divine  surprise."  ,  Surely  the  Cathedral's  inspira- 
tion is  fitted  to  suggest  thoughts  more  elevating  and  more 
poetic  than  those  expressed  in  the  lines, 

**  Whilere,  men  bornt  men  for  a  donbtfal  point, 
As  if  the  mind  were  qaenchable  with  fire, 
And  Faith  danced  round  them  with  her  war-paint  on, 
Devoutly  eavage  as  an  Iroquois: 
Now  Calvin  and  Serretus  at  one  board 
Snuff  in  grave  sympathy  a  milder  roast, 
And  o'er  their  claret  settle  Comte  unread.*' 

We  would  not  be  unjust  to  the  poetic  merits  of  "  The  Ca- 
thedral," even  when  we  express  our  regret  that  its  speculative 
character  has  been  very  unfortunate  in  its  influence.  We  are 
certain  Mr.  Lowell  never  wrote  such  a  poem  before,  so  arti- 
ficial in  its  structure,  so  indirect  and  elaborate  in  its  style,  and 
so  remote  in  its  allusions.  We  can  ascribe  this  to  no  other 
than  the  fact  that  he  has  given  to  speculation  the  mind  that 
was  made  for  faith  and  poetry.  Very  painfully,  in  this  in- 
stance, has 

'*  he  beat  bis  music  out. 
There  is  more  fiiith  in  honest  doubt, 
Believe  me,  than  in  half  the  creeds." 

We  have,  ho^frever,  still  graver  objections  to  his  philosophy 
than  to  the  poetry  wliich  it  has  so  seriously  marred.  We  ob- 
ject to  its  assumptions  and  its  conclusions.  Mr.  Lowell  is  cor- 
rect in  assuming  that  with  many  of  the  thinking  men  of  the 
day  the  old  Christian  faith  has  died  out ;  that  to  them  its  his- ' 
tory  and  its  miracles  are  untrue,  its  worship  is  "wearisome," 
and  its  hopes  and  consolations  are  undefined,  and,  above  all, 
its  Christ  is  little  more  than  a  sublime  and  attractive  ideal,  in 
the  interpretation  of  which  each  man  is^  at  liberty  to  use  his 
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individnal  discretion.  Bat  he  \%  not  jastified  in  the  assnmp- 
tion  that,  becanse  these  tendencies  are  widely  prevalent,  thej 
are  therefore  destined  to  be  nniversal,  nor  that,  becanse  mau j 
men  of  thought  and  science  give  way  to  thero,  therefore  any 
resistance  or  dissent  is  to  be  taken  as  something  exceptional 
and  nnnatnral,  which  in  the  next  generation  is  certain  to  be 
ontgrown  and  laid  aside.  Mr.  Lowell's  reading  of  history  is 
certainly  too  liberal  not  to  have  informed  him  that  a  similar 
tone  has  been  assnmed  in  other  generaticms  and  even  in  other 
centuries  by  the  rejectors  of  Christianity,  and  that  the  same 
conflict  has  been  said  to  exist  between  the  Science  of  other 
days  and  the  Faith  of  other  days,  which  is  now  affirmed  to  be 
irreconcilable  between  the  Faith  and  the  Science  of  the  present. 
Or,  if  he  had  been  at  fault,  his  learned  friend,  the  Eev.  Hosea 
Biglow,  would  have  informed  him  that  much  which  he  has 
intimated  in  this  canticle  has  been  bravely  uttered  by  the 
classic  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  the  elegant  Shaftesbury,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  vulgar  Paine  and  the  sentimental  Bousseau. 

He  is  too  generous  and  too  courteous  not  to  be  ready  to  con- 
cede that  there  are  some,  whosq  culture  and  honesty  he  re- 
spects, who  firmly  believe  that  the  two  are  not  irreconcilable. 
Why,  then,  should  he  assume,  as  one  of  those  axioms  which 
poetry  is  allowed  to  kccept  for  the  common  mind,  that  the 
one  must  give  way  to  the  other?  In  answer  to  this  question, 
he  would  doubtless  say  that  this  is  the  farthest  from  his  in- 
tent, so  much  so,  that  it  is  his  very  design  and  intent  to  save 
a  place  for  Faith  against  the  claims  of  Science ;  rather  is  it 
the  aim  of  his  argument  to  show  that  the  two  are  not  incon- 
sistent. Of  this  we  are  aware.  We  doubt  not  the  earnestness 
of  his  claim  and  the  warmth  of  his  sympathies  in  this  direc- 
tion. He  knows  that  man  cannot  live  without  faith  in  the 
divine.  He  strives  to  show  that  this  faith  will  and  must  sur- 
vive all  the  analyses  of  Science  and  even  the  coarse  and  practical 
measurements  of  the  democratic  spirit.  The  passages  in 
which  he  asserts  for  faith  indestructible  endurance  and 
final  triumph  are  among  the  finest  of  the  poem,  as  indeed  they 
must  bo,  from  the  necessary  relation  of  the  believing  to  the 
poetic  spirit  What  we  object  to  is  that  he  assumes  that  the 
worship  of  the  Christian  and  preeminently  of  the  Protestant 
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Charch  at  the  present  honr  is  bo  largely  inBinc^e  as  to  be 
properly  offensive  and  wearisome  to  a  man  of  insight  and  to 
culture,  and  that  its  faith  in  the  supernatural  and  miraculous 
is  very  largely  a  hindrance  rather  than  a  help  to  a  true  and 
earnest  belief  in  that  living  God,  who  is  more  effectively  re- 
ceived when  self-revealed  to  the  soul,  than  He  can  be  by  the 
medium  of  a  Christ  or  the  agency  of  a  miracle. 

"  Where  others  worship  I  bat  look  and  long. 

For,  thoogfa  not  recreant  to  my  father's  fofttb,' 

Its  forms  to  me  are  weariness.** 
**  Alas  I  we  cannot  draw  habitnal  breath 

lo  the  thin  air  of  life's  supremer  heights ; 

We  cannot  make  each  meal  a  sacrament." 
"  Perhaps  the  deeper  faith  that  is  to  come 

WiU  see  God  rather  in  the  strenuons  donbt. 

Than  in  the  creed  held  as  an  infant's  hand 

Holds  purposeless  whatso  is  placed  therein.** 
**  O  Power!  more  near  my  life  than  life  itself. 

•  •••••. 

I  fear  not  th j  withdrawal ;  more  I  fear. 
Seeing,  to  know  thee  not,  hoodwinked  with  dreams 
Of  signs  and  wonders,  while,  unnoticed,  Thou, 
Walking  Thy  garden  still,  communist  with  men. 
Missed  in  the  conmion  place  of  miracle.** 

We  are  compelled  to  observe  that  in  this  Platonic  commun- 
ing with  God  by  nature,  however  earnest  it  may  be,  there 
fails  entirely  that  recognition  of  human  weakness  and  guilt 
which  were  extorted  from  Plato  in  ''  the  garden  "  in  which 
ho  earnestly  sought  to  know  himself,  i^nd  passionately  longed 
for  a  teacher  divinely  commissioned  to  give  him  light  and  re- 
lief. Nor  are  there  expressed  in  any  part  of  this  poem  those 
sober  and  graver  views  of  the  moral  order  of  the  universe  and 
of  its  sterner  aspects  mingled  with  pity,  which  lend  snch 
pathos  to  the  reflections  of  the  Greek  tragedians.  Tlie  search 
after  God  which  this  poem  expresses  wants  the  earnestness 
which  not  a  few  have  felt  who,  finding  themselves  shut 
up  to  the  light  of  nature,  have  sought  after  God,  '*  if  haply 
they  might  feel  after  and  find  Him,  though  He  be  not  far  from 
every  one  of  us." 

So  far  as  the  poet  finds  occasion  to  learn  tolerance  from  his 
meditations  in  a  cathedral,  he  cannot  go  beyond  the  measure 
of  the  New  Testament,  "  that  in  every  nation  he  that  feareth 
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God  and  worketh  righteonsness  is  accepted  of  Htm."  His 
wearinesB  and  diagast  at  all  formal  worship,  and  his  ill-con- 
cealed  distaste  for  those  apostles  and  prophets  whom  the  Ohnroh 
commemorates,  and  who,  if  they  were  mistaken  respecting 
their  special  calling  and  the  scope  of  their  mission,  did  jet  ac- 
complish a  noble  work  and  give  forth  a  nobler  example, 
strike  ns,  as  ill-befitting  the  theme. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  notice,  that  in  all  this  poem  no  mention  is 
made  of  the  Christ  in  whose  name,  at  least,  all  cathedrals  were 
erected,  and  in  whose  honor  all  their  imposing  splendor  of 
worship  is  oondncted.  It  is  most  honorable  to  the  taste  and 
feeling  of  the  writer  that  this  should  be  so.  His  poetic  sense 
and  reverent  spirit  most  have  tanght  him,  either  oonscionsly 
or  unconscioasly  to  himself,  that  it  were  better  to  leave  Christ 
unnamed  and  unnoticed  than  to  give  him  the  humble  place  and 
to  render  to  him  the  scanty  honor  which  Mr.  Lowell's  specu- 
lative theory  accords  to  the  name  and  the  life  which  as  he  con- 
fesses still  ^^  sway  the  world."  To  a  reflecting  mind  there  is 
food  for  pensive  musing  as  well  as  for  sad  surprise  in  the  only 
recognition  of  the  divioe  sufferer  which  he  gives  in  the  lines, 

''yet  he,  nnoooeoious  h«r 
To  the  inflaence  sweet  of  Athens  and  of  Rome,  ' 

And  old  Judea^s  gift  of  secret  fire. 
Spite  of  himself  shall  snrely  learn  to  know 
And  worship  some  ideal  of  himself. 
Some  divine  thing,  large-hearted,  brotherly, 
Not  nice  in  trifles,  a  soft  ereditor, 
Pleaaed  with  his  world,  and  hatiog  only  cant 
And  if  his  Chnrch  be  donbtfal,  it  is  sure 
That,  in  a  world  made  for  whatever  else 
Not  made  for  mere  enjoyment — in  a  world 
Of  toil  bat  half  requited,  or,  at  best. 
Paid  in  some  futile  currency  of  breath, — 
A  world  of  incompleteness,  sorrow  swift 
And  consolation  laggard,  whatsoe'er 
The  form  of  building  or  the  creed  professed, 
The  Cross,  bold  type  of  shame  to  homage  tnmed. 
Of  an  unfinished  life  that  sways  the  world. 
Shall  tower  as  sovereign  emblem  over  all.** 

"While  reading  this  poem  of  "  The  Cathedral,"  we  could  not 
avoid  being  reminded  of  the  "Christmas  Eve"  by  Robert 
firowning,  as  like  it  in  some  points  and  greatly  unlike  it  in  oth- 
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era.  The  scene  ib  not  in  one  of  the  stately  edifices  which  are 
the  glory  of  England,  bnt  in  one  of  the  meanest  and  most  re- 
pulsive of  its  dissenting  chapels; — mean  for  the  scantiness  of  its 
dimensions  and  the  cheapness  of  its  fnmishings,  for  the  sqnalor 
and  Pharisaism  of  its  worshipers,  and  the  narrowness,  ignor- 
ance, and  intolerance  of  its  preacher.  On  a  wet  and  sloppy 
Christmas  Eve — quite  unlike  the  one  perfect  day  of  Mr. 
Lowell  at  Chartres — the  poet  had  ventured  within  its  walls  to 
find  the  Christ  whom  the  day  summoned  him  to  remember 
and  worship.  Spite  of  bad  smells  and  greasy  neighbors  and 
prying  looks  and  canting  noises  and  sanctimonious  ways 
in  the  people  and  the  perversion  of  grammar,  taste,  and  Scrip- 
ture in  the  preacher^  he  endures  for  a  while,  till,  at  last, 

**  Twa«  too  proYoking  1 
My  gorge  rose  at  tbe  noBBense  an^  stuff  of  it. 
So,  sajiog,  JIke  Ere  wb«n  she  plucked  the  apple, 
'  I  wanted  a  taste,  and  now  there's  enough  of  it^' 
I  flung  out  of  the  little  ohapel" 

When  fairly  out  of  doors  he  begins  to  meditate  on  the 
wretched  travesty  of  the  gospel  which  he  had  heard,  ponder- 
ing it  in  his  mind  over  and  again,  till  on  a  sudden  the  thought 
occurs  to  him : 

*'  But  wherefore  be  harth  on  a  single  case  ? 
After  how  many  modes,  this  Christmas  Eve, 
Does  the  self-same  weary  thing  take  place? 
The  same  endeavor  to  make  you  belieye, 
And  with  much  the  same  effect,  no  more : 
Each  method  abundantly  conyincing, 
As  I  say  to  those  conrinced  before, 
But  scarce  to  be  swaUowed  without  wincing 
By  the  not-as-yet  oonvinoed.    For  me, 
I  haTe  my  own  church  equally : 
And  in  ihu  church  my  faith  sprung  first  I 
In  youth  I  looked  to  these  yery  skies, 
And  probing  their  immensities, 
I  found  God  there,  his  Tisible  power ; 
Yet  felt  in  my  heart,  amid  aU  its  sense 
Of  that  power,  an  equal  evidence 
That  his  love,  there  too,  was  the  nobler  dower." 

Upon  this  love  he  soliloquizes  in  respect  to  the  light  and  hope 
which  it  may  warrant  for  the  future,  and  at  last  he  casts  him- 
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eelf  apon  it  ae  revealed  in  nature  in  a  tone  not  unlike  that 
which  we  have  already  quoted  from  Lowell. 

**  And  I  nhftU  behold  The^  Ikce  to  Hob, 

0  God,  and  in  Thj  light  retrace 

How  ID  all  I  lo?ed  here,  still  wast  Thou  1 
M'hom  presciog  to,  then  as  I  fain  would  now, 

1  shati  find  as  able  to  satiate 

The  loTe,  Thy  gift,  as  my  spirit's  wonder 

Thou  art  ahle  to  qnioken  and  sublimate. 

With  this  skj  of  Thine,  that  I  now  walk  nnder, 

And  glory  io  Thee  for,  aa  I  g^aze 

Thoa.  thnat  oh,  let  men  keep  their  waya 

Of  seeking  Thee  in  a  narrow  shrine— 

Be  this  my  way  I    And  this  U  mine  I " 

On  a  sudden  there  opens  to  him  in  the  heavens  a  partial 
vision  of  the  Christ  whom  Lowell  never  names.  His  first 
emotion  was  of  joyful  surprise,  then  of  terror ;  lest  perhaps 
this  Christ  had  been  in  the  chapel  and  among  the  two  or  three 
friends, — according  to  his  promise, — whom  the  poet  had  disdain- 
fully left,  and  for  this  act  of  contempt  the  Christ  might  now 
leave  him.  This  terror  is  at  once  assuaged  by  a  look  from  the 
Master  which  he  interprets  in  words  which  Mr.  Lowell  would 
scarce  expect  to  hear  from  any  orthodox  representatives  of 
Calvin  or  Servetus,  as  '^over  their  claret  they  settle  Comte  un- 
read,'' but  which  we  believe  to  be  Christian  and  true. 

<* '  So  He  said,  and  so  it  be&lla. 
Ood  who  registers  the  enp 
Of  mere  cold  water,  for  His  sake 
To  a  disciple  rendered  np, 
Disdains  not  his  own  thirst  to  slake 
At  the  poorest  love  waa  ever  offered: 
And  beeanse  it  was  my  heart  I  proffered. 
With  true  love  trembling  at  the  brim. 
He  suffers  me  to  follow  Him 
Forever  my  own  way^dispensed 
From  seeking  to  be  influenced 
By  all  the  less  immediate  ways 
That  earth,  in  worships  manifold, 
Adopts  to  reach,  by  prayer  and  praise. 
The  garment's  hem,  which,  lo,  I  hold  1 '  ** 

On  a  sudden  he  is  caught  up  within  the  robe  to  the  hem  of 
which  he  had  been  steadfastly  clinging,  and  is  borne  throngh 
the  air,  he  knows  not  how,  to  Rome  and  to  ^t.  Peter's;  where 
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i8  going  on  the  splendid  ceremonial  appropriate  to  the  most 
sacred  evening  of  the  Christian  year.  The  Master  enters  to  re- 
ceive SQch  love  and  homage  as  he  may  find  in  its  saperstitioos 
pomp.    The  disciple  does  not  deign  to  follow. 

«  UntU,  afiwih  iU  light  ■afludng  me, 
Hy  heart  cried — what  hat  been  abiulBg  me 
That  I  tboold  wait  here  lonely  and  coldly, 
Instead  of  riling,  entering  boldly, 
Baring  truth's  fiMse,  and  letting  drift 
Her  reils  of  lies  as  they  choose  to  shift  t 
Do  these  men  praise  Him?    I  will  raise 
My  Toice  np  to  their  p^t  of  praise  I 
I  see  the  eiror ;  bat  aboTe 
The  scope  of  error,  see  the  loTe." 

From  Rome  he  is  borne  to  a  German  University,  where  a 
nationalist  lecturer  is  solemnizing  Christmas  Eve  after  a 
philosophic  fashion,  by  expounding  the  mythical  theory  con- 
cerning Christ  and  Christianity.  The  Master  goes  in  even 
here.    The  disciple  follows. 

'*  Cautions  this  time  how  I  suffer  to  sUp 
The  chance  of  joining  in  fellowship 
With  any  that  call  themseWes  His  friends, 
As  these  foXkn  do,  I  ha?e  a  notion." 

The  professor  proceeds,  and  after  some  premising,  shows 
that  the  natural  residuum  of  reason  that  is  left,  after  straining 
out  the  myth,  is  that  Christ  was 

'*  A  Man  I~a  right  true  man,  howerer. 
Whose  work  was  worthy  a  man*s  endearor. 
Work  that  gave  warrant  almost  sufficient 
To  his  disciples,  for  rather  belieying 
He  was  just  omnipotent  and  omniscient, 
As  it  gives  to  us,  for  as  frankly  receiying 
His  word,  their  tradition — which,  though  it  meant 
Something  entirely  different 
From  aU  that  those  who  only  heard  It, 
In  their  simplicity  thought  and  averred  it, 
Had  yet  a  meaning  quite  as  respectable: 
For,  among  other  doctrines  delectable, 
Was  he  not  surely  the  first  to  insist  on 
The  natural  sovereignty  of  our  race?** 

Perhaps  this  is  an  example  of  what  Mr.  Lowell  means,  when 
he  says: 

"  Faith  were  Science  now. 
Would  she  but  lay  her  bow  and  arrows  by. 
And  arm  her  with  the  weapons  of  the  time." 
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Oq  hearing  this  disoonrse,  which  is  certainly  quite  after  the 
manner  of  the  Badical  Clab  that  meets  weekly  in  Boston,  the 
indignant  disciple  breaks  forth  in  sundry  pertinent  comments, 
among  which  the  following  are  especially  noticeable : 

"What  is  the  point  wb«re  HioMlf  lay*  itr«Mf 
Does  the  precept  ran, '  Believe  in  Good, 
In  Justice,  Truth,  now  nnderatood 
For  the  first  time  ?  *•— or,  *  Believe  in  Mb, 
Who  Iivetl  and  died,  yet  essentially 
Am  Lord  of  life?'" 

He  then  asks : 

"  Can  it  be  that  He  stays  inside  ? 
Is  the  vesture  left  me  to  commune  with  ? 
Could  my  soul  find  aught  to  sing  in  tune  with 
Even  at  this  lecture,  if  she  tried  ? 

0  let  ma  at  lowest  sympathize 

With  the  lurking  drop  of  blood  that  lies 
In  the  desiccated  brain's  white  roots 
Without  a  throb  for  Christ's  attributes. 
As  the  Lecturer  makes  hia  special  boast  1 
If  love 's  dead  there,  it  has  left  a  ghost" 

He  answers  his  own  question  by  being  reconciled  to  the 
Professor,  as  he  hears  him  tell  his  audience : 

*' '  Qo  home  and  venerate  the  Myth 

1  thus  have  experimented  with— 
This  liao,  continue  to  adore  him 
Bather  than  all  who  went  before  him. 
And  all  who  ever  followed  after ! ' — 

Surely  for  this  I  may  praise  you,  my  brother!** 

He  even  ventures  to  say : 

"  I  do  not  tell  a  lie  so  arrant 
As  say  my  passion's  wings  are  furled  up,  ^ 
And,  without  the  plainest  Heavenly  warrant, 
I  wera  ready  and  glad  to  give  this  world  up^ 
But  still,  when  you  rub  the  brow  meticulous. 
And  ponder  the  profit  of  turning  holy, 
If  not  for  God's,  for  your  own  sake  solely, 
— God  forbid  I  should  find  you  ridiculous  1 
Deduce  from  this  lecture  all  that  eases  you, 
Kay,  caU  yourselves,  if  the  calling  pleases  you, 
'Christians,'— abhor  the  Deisfs  pravity,— 
Go  on,  jou  shall  no  more  move  mv  gravity, 
Than,  when  I  see  boys  ride  a-cockhorsa 
I  find  it  in  my  heart  to  embarrass  them 
By  hinting  that  their  stick's  a  mock  horse. 
And  they  really  carry  what  they  say  carriea  them.** 
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After  this  lesson  of  tolerance  he  is  suddenly  thrown  ont  vio- 
lently npon  the  college-steps,  and  is  in  terror  lest  he  has  lost  his 
hold  of  the  Master's  robe  by  showing  a  too  loving  tolerance 
for  those  who  make  so  lightly  of  his  person  and  history.  Un- 
der a  sense  of  this  possible  loss  he  reflects  npon  the  folly  of 
wasting  his  energies  in  watching  his 

"  foolUh  heart  expand 
In  the  lazy  glow  of  benevoleoce, 
OV  the  various  modes  of  man's  belief." 
*'  — Needs  must  there  be  one  way,  our  chief. 
Best  way  of  worship:  let  me  striye 
To  find  it,  and  when  found,  contrive 
My  feUows  alto  take  their  share  1 
Tliis  constitutes  my  earthly  care." 

He  passes  in  thought  to  the  moment  of  death,  when  the 
great  question  for  him  to  answer  will  be : 

"  Soul  of  mine,  hadst  thou  caught  and  held 
By  the  hem  of  the  vesture ! " — 

"  scarce  had  the  words  escaped  my  tongue, 
When,  at  a  passionate  bound.  I  sprung 
Out  of  the  wandering  world  of  rain. 
Into  the  little  chapel  again." 

Eubbing  his  eyes,  he  scarcely  believes  that  he  has  been  out 
of  it  at  all ;  but  whether  it  has  been  a  dream  or  a  reality,  he 
has  come  to  his  senses  again,  and  has  learned  a  lesson  which 
reconciles  him  even  to  the  worship  and  preaching  of  the  dis- 
senting chapel.     This  lesson  he  thus  expresses : 

"  I,  then,  in  ignorance  and  weakness, 
Taking  God*s  help,  have  attained  to  think 
My  hslrt  does  best  to  receive  in  meekness  ' 

That  mode  of  worship,  as  most  to  his  mind. 
Where  earthly  aids  being  cast  behind. 
His  All  in  All  appears  serene 
With  the  thinnest  human  veil  between,  - 
Letting  the  mystic  Lamps,  the  Seven, 
The  many  motions  of  His  spirit. 
Pass,  as  they  list,  to  earth  from  Heaven. 
For  the  preacher's  merit  or  demerit, 
It  were  to  be  wished  the  flaws  were  fewer 
In  the  earthen  vessel,  holding  treasure. 
Which  lies  as  safe  in  a  golden  ewer; 
But  the  main  thing  is,  does  it  hold  good  measure  ? 
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Hmt6b  aooA  sett  right  ftU  other  matters  1" 
"  And  let  ns  hope 

That  DO  worse  blessing  befall  the  Pope." 
*^  Nor  maj  the  Professor  forego  its  peace 

At  Gotdngeo,  presently,  when,  in  the  dusk 

Of  his  life." 
^  Wbeo,  thicker  and  thicker,  the  darkness  fills 

The  world  through  his  mistj  spectacles, 

And  he  gropes  for  something  more  substantial 

Than  a  lable,  myth,  or  personification,— 

May  Christ  do  for  him,  what  no  mere  man  shall. 

And  stand  confessed  as  the  God  of  salvation  I 

Meantime,  in  the  still  recurring  fear 

Lest  myself,  at  unawares,  be  found, 

While  attacking  the  choice  of  my  neighbor'i  roimd, 

Without  my  own  made— I  choose  here  1 

The  giving  out  of  the  hymn  reclaims  me; 

I  have  done  I — And  if  any  blames  me. 

Thinking  that  merely  to  touch  in  brevity 

The  topics  I  dwell  on,  were  unlawful, — 

Or,  worse,  that  I  trench,  with  undue  levity. 

On  the  bounds  of  the  holy  and  the  awful,— 

I  praise  the  heart,  and  pity  the  head  of  him. 

And  refer  myself  to  This,  iikstead  of  him. 

Who  head  and  heart  alike  discemest" 
**  I  put  up  pencil  and  join  chorus 

To  Hepzibah  Tune,  without  further  apology, 

The  last  five  verses  of  the  third  section 

Of  the  seventeenth  hymn  in  Whitfield's  Collection, 

To  conclude  with  the  doxology.** 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  theme  of  the  two  poems  is  substan- 
tially the  same.  Both  writers  are  oppressed  with  the  scepticism 
of  modem  thought  and  feeling.  In  the  one  case  it  ti^es  the 
form  of  the  antagonism  of  a  refined  taste  to  doctrines  crudely 
conceived,  and  to  the  homely  worship  of  uncultured  souls.  In  the 
other,  it  finds  weariness  in  all  forms  and  acts  of  worship  as 
necessarily  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory,  and  a  necessary  con- 
tradiction between  science  and  any  revealed  doctrine  or  super- 
natural history.  Both  poets  take  refuge  at  first  in  God  as  re- 
vealed in  nature.  The  one  rests  thel*e,  but  not  content  with 
the  personal  satisfaction  which  he  himself  receives,  he  puts  on 
the  airs  of  a  fastidious  diletta/nte  who  knows  God  by  a  faith 
more  enlightened  and  earnest  than  that  of  those  who  see  Him 
revealed  in  Christ  and  the  ^'  common  place  of  miracle."    The 
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other  is  so  glad  to  find  Him  at  all,  and  is  so  ocoapied  with  the 
love  and  tenderness  of  the  Christ  whom  he  worships,  that  he 
can  feel  satisfaction  and  sympathy  with  the  humblest  and 
most  ignorant  of  his  worshipers. 

The  one  is  for  a  moment  moved  to  a  relenting^  mood  as  he 
beholds  a  Christian,  thon^h  a  superstitions  wordhiper,  but  it  is 
but  for  a  moment  only,  for  he  relaxes  into  his  wonted  disgnst 
at  what  he  considers  the  necessary  nnsatisfactoriness  of  all 
verbal  and  formal  worship. 

The  other  is  BO  entranced  with  the  Christ  of  his  worship,  and 
so  oppressed  with  the  thought  of  his  own  unworthiness  and  need, 
that  he  finds  occasion  for  tolerance  and  even  for  love  and  sym- 
pathy, in  the  humblest  assembly  that  honors  the  Christ 
whom  he  trusts. 

We  hold  that  the  conception  of  such  a  Christ,  with  attri- 
butes so  exalted  and  claims  so  transcendant,  who  can  conde- 
scend to  assemblies  so  mean  and  worship  so  uncouth,  is  of  itself 
an  argument  that  goes  far  to  establish  its  superhuman  origin; 
an4  also  that  the  power  of  faith  in  Him,  to  solve  the  problems 
and  to  adjust  the  conflicts  evolved  by  human  culture  and 
science,  confirms  the  argument.  If  this  argument  is  valid, 
the  moral  force  and  poetic  majesty  of  Christ's  person  can  never 
fail  in  any  age  to  fill  and  glorify 

"  The  soul's  east  window  of  dirine  svrpriss." 
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Artiolb  vn.— notices  of  new  books 

THEOLOGICAL  AND  BELIGIOUS. 
\  

"The  Primetal  World  of  Hebrew  Tradition."* — ^Thisbook, 
by  Rev.  F.  H.  Hedge,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  |Ecclesia8tical  History, 
and  Senior  Professor  in  the  Divinity  School,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  is 
put  forth  by  the  publishers  as  a  "  representative  religions  volume." 

It  contains  twelve  discourses,  professedly  relating  to  the 
primeval  world.  The  first  is  entitled  "The  World  a  Divine 
Creation."  In  this  we  learn  that  the  world  never  was  created. 
Notwithstanding  some  dozen  pages  are  occupied  in  showing  a 
progressive  geological  formation  of  the  earth,  covering  unknown 
ages,  the  whole  discussion  incontinently  swamps  itself  as  follows : 

"  God,  in  creating,  did  not  bring  into  being  a  new  substance 
foreign  to  himself.  *  *  •  The  material  creation  has  no  inde- 
pendent existence.  *  *  *  The  material  creation  exists  only 
in  God,  and  in  us." 

We  would  inquire  of  Dr.  Hedge,  in  the  name  of  Science,  how 
long  a  period  it  is  necessary  to  allow  for  the  above  mentioned 
creation  ? 

Then  comes  ^*Man  in  the  Image  of  God  ;^  and  here  our  author 
flounders  in  difficulties. 

^  There  was  a  first  man.  The  question  arises,  whether  one  first 
man  for  the  whole  human  family,  or  one  for  each  continent,  or  for 
each  of  th^  various  races,  Caucasian,  African,  Malay,  and  others, 
into  which  the  naturalists  divide  mankind.  Whether  the  human 
fiunily  originated  from  a  single  pair,  or  has  flowed  together  from 
different  centers  in  different  lands."  But  the  nub  of  the  difficulty 
18  the  great  Simiaug  question,  Was  man  originally  an  ape  ?  Our 
author  hates  to  believe  it,  but  then  there  are  very  learned  men 
who  do  believe  it,  and  it  is  even  more  difficult  to  doubt  their 
learning,  than  to  doubt  the  apeish  origin  of  man,  and  so  a  classifi- 
cation of  the  human  races  is  resorted  to  under  the  principle  of 
^*  divide  and  conquer.'*  Some  may  have  come  from  apes,  and 
Mome  QOt»  though  that  does  not  prevent  all  being  a  band  of  broth- 


*  *^The  Prinuwal  World  of  Hebrew    TratRtwu.*^     By  Frbdiuck  HimT 
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era.  The  apes  are  oomiDg  ap.  The  more  advanced  may  have  re- 
ceived souIb.  The  historic  races  are  some  of  them  on  the  decline* 
The  author  is  sometimefi  tempted  to  think  the  transformation  may 
have  been  the  other  way — a  change  of  type  from  human  to  simian. 
Such,  for  example,  as  jeer  **  at  the  great  and  serious  truths  ot 
humanity"  (like  the  above,  perhaps),  are  evidently  going  down. 
''  If  anything  can  make  an  ape  of  a  man,"  says  our  author,  ^'  it  is 
that." 

The  period  of  Apeish  gestation  being  over,  we  come  to  ^'  Man  in 
Paradise."  The  garden  of  Eden  is  doubtless  an  allegory,  never- 
theless, it  has  been  properly  located  by  Bunsen  at  the  head  waters 
of  the  Euphrates.  At  this  spot,  on  the  earth's  surface,  began  the 
hbtory  of  man,  or,  according  to  our  author,  possibly  took  place 
the  transformation  of  an  ape.  Various  questions  in  the  political 
economy  of  a  future  Eden  are  here  discussed,  as  to  whether  such 
robbery  as  property  will  exist,  and  kindred  matters. 

We  then  arrive  at  the  brute  creation.  Here  our  author  is  free 
from  theologic  or  scientific  troubles  and  trammels.  He  has  a 
theory  of  his  own.  Orthodox  Spain,  where  there  are  bull-fights, 
is  to  him  the  representative  idea  of  the  relation  of  Christianity  to 
brutes.  This  is  in  painful  contrast  with  the  spectacle  of  Hindu 
hospitals  for  the  cure  of  sick  animals,  '^  in  the  interest  of  mercy 
entirely,"  says  our  author,  *'not  for  the  sake  of  the  owners,  but 
of  the  animals."  He  might  have  mentioned,  also,  that  this  pecu- 
liar form  of  philanthropy  has  the  added  merit  oi  family  ftding. 
A  lame  cat,  for  instance,  may  be  at  the  very  moment  a  nian*s 
grandfather — or  a  dyspeptic  donkey  his  brother.  Something 
should  be  allowed  to  filial  tenderness.  The  author  closes  this 
chapter  with  a  celebrated  hymn  to  nature,  by  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi,  which  he  says  needs  only  a  recognition  of  the  brute  crea- 
tion to  make  it  the  best  expression  of  Christian  piety  in  relation  to 
the  visible  world.  We  agree  with  the  author,  that  David  is  not 
to  be  mentioned  in  this  connection.    Here  is  the  hymn : 

*'PndMd  b«  my  Lord  Ood  with  all  his  creatares;  and  especially  our  brother 
the  Suo,  who  brings  us  Ibe  day  and  who  brings  us  (he  light ;  fair  Is  be  and 
shining  with  a  very  great  splendor.    O  Lord,  he  signifies  to  us  Thee  t 

*'  Praised  be  my  Lord  for  our  sister  the  Moon ;  and  for  the  stars,  the  whieh  he 
has  set  clear  and  lonely  in  the  heaTens. 

**  Praised  be  my  Lord  for  our  brother  the  Wind,  and  for  air  and  cloud,  calms 
and  all  weather,  by  the  which  thou  upholdest  In  life  all  creatures. 

*'  Praised  be  my  Lord  for  our  sister  Water,  who  is  very  serviceable  unto  us 
and  precious  and  clean. 
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'*  Prmieed  be  my  Lord  for  our  brother  Fire,  throiigb  whera  thou  givest  ns  light 
ia  the  darkneiM,  and  he  it  bright  and  pleasaot,  and  very  mighty  and  atrong. 

**  Praised  be  my  Lord  for  our  mother  the  Earth,  the  which  dost  sustaio  and 
keep  oe  and  briugeet  forth  diyera  fruita,  and  flowers  of  many  colors,  and  grasa." 

Our  author  adds,  io  the  following  8applemeotary  stanza,  the 
final  touch  of  perfection  needed  to  render  this  AssiBinine  hymn 
the  best  expression  of  Christian  piety  extant : 

"Praised  be  my  Lord  for  our  brothers  and  sisters  the  living  creaturea  which 
thou  hast  made,  the  birds  of  the  air,  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  the  fishes  that 
inhabit  the  Sea.  They,  too,  are  thy  children,  they  praise  thy  handiwork,  and 
thoa  bleeseet  them  with  thy  love  f 

We  must  hasten  over  ^*  Paradise  Lost,*'  which  is,  in  fact,  no 
loss,  and  come  to  the  Gainite  genealogy,  which  is  peculiar.  We 
quote: 

"  Seth  14  the  name  of  a  God,  and  Enos,  his  son,  means  man.  Accordingly  the 
genealogy  in  Genesis  t.  begins  properly  with  Cainan  (Cain).  Enos  being  one 
with  Adam,  and  Seth  the  Oreator." 

This  is  quite  a  learned  note.  We  did  suppose  that  the  old 
Babylonian  God,  Set,  here  dragged  up  to  duty  in  the  fifth  chapter 
of  Genesis,  properly  belonged  to  some  period  after  the  Hood. 
How  he  gets  into  the  Hebrew  records  of  this  date  is  not  mention- 
ed— probably  through  the  arrow-headed,  in  some  way  unknown. 
Cainan  becomes  Cain  by  the  same  process  that  Middleton  is  de- 
rived from  Moses,  viz.  cutting  off  the  — oses  and  adding  on  the 
— iddleton.  So  cutting  off  an  from  Cain-an,  the  terminus  ad 
quem^  we  have  Cain,  the  termipus  a  quo^  from  whom  we  are  all 
descended  through  this  revised  genealogy. 

As  for  Methuselah,  his  960  years  were  too  many  for  him.  He 
either  died  of  apoplexy  from  the  accumulation  of  years  and  ideas — 
or  if  he  lived  so  long,  he  was  drowned  in  the  flood  ;.but  in  any 
cfvent,  whether  he  lived  at  all,  or  not,  or  was  only  a  period,  he  and 
the  period  are  both  dead  now,  which  is  satisfactory,  and  the  moral 
is,  that  we  must  all  die  sooner  or  later,  which  is  conclusive. 

"  The  Failure  of  Primeval  Society "  our  author  regards  as 
simply  ^'  the  crude  abortions  of  immature  nature  in  its  firpt  essays.** 

"The  Deluge"  has  undoubtedly  some  foundation  in  fact, 
although  the  biblical  account  of  it  is  puerile. 

As  for  *•  the  Dispersion,"  that,  too,  has  some  color  of  truth,  in- 
asmuch as  Ethnology  traces  back  the  historic  races  to  the  alleged 
locality. 

We  have,    then,  *♦  Jehovah  and  Abraham,  a  Hebrew  Idyl,** 
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from  the  text,  ^^And  the  Lord  appeared  onto  Abraham  In  the 
plain  of  Mamre,''  with  the  story  of  the  promise  to  Sarah,  and  the 
conversation  concerning  Sodom,  npon  which  our  author  remarks — 
**The  whole  narrative,  dinner  and  conversation  included,  is  ex- 
ceptional, a  visible,  palpable  appearance  of  Ood  to  man  is  rare  in 
Hebrew  tradition,  ♦  ♦  •  but  here  is  a  God  who  is  not  only  seen 
and  heard,  but  touched,  who  not  only  walks  and  talks,  but  eats/' 

This  is  more  than  the  author  can  endure.  Notwithstanding 
man  is  divine  and  God  is  human  (page  il)  the  fact  of  eating  de- 
stroys the  illusion.  Such  vulgar  occupation  becomes  neither  a 
Jehovah,  nor  a  Christ,  after  his  resurrection. 

^'  The  Heritage  of  the  Inner  Life "  is  the  poetic  title  of  the 
final  chapter  which  concerns  the  meditative  character  of  the  patri- 
arch Isaac.  It  seems  the  patriarch  did  not  know  his  letters.  He 
went  out  ill  the  evening  to  meditate — "  writing  had  not  been  in- 
vented. If  the  patriarch  experienced  intuitions,  or  formed  con- 
elusions,  there  was  no  opportunity  of  recording  them,  and  so  they 
are  lost  to  posterity/'  We  would  suggest  to  Dr.  Hedge,  that 
Isaac's  grand  ancestors  beyond  the  river  were  possibly  familiar 
with  the  record  of  certain  events  which  occurred  some  four 
hundred  years  before  Abraham  came  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  and 
which  were  inscribed  upon  memorial  cylinders  in  Hamitic  arrow 
headed  characters,  preserved  in  the  Temple  of  the  Moon,  in  this 
same  Ur,  or  Hur  of  Lower  Chaldea,  from  whence  Abraham  emi- 
grated. Furthermore,  that  Abraham  sojourned  some  years  in 
Egypt,  and  that  the  Egyptian  Book  of  the  Dead  antedates,  or  is 
at  least  as  old  as  the  time  of  his  visit  there.  It  is  also  a  new 
idea  to  us,  that  the  Phenician  or  Semitic  alphabet  is  younger 
than  either  the  Assyrian  or  Egyptian — so  that  if  the  patriarch 
Abraham  neglected  either  his  own  or  his  son's  education,  we 
think  him  quite  culpable. 

But  this  is  not  the  point  of  the  chapter.  It  is  the  tendency  to 
intoardness  of  the  Hebrews,  as  derived  from  father  Isaac,  which 
strikes  the  mind  of  the  author/  Their  outtoardness  they  get  from 
father  Jacob.  This  inwardness  flowered  outward  from  time  to 
time  in  their  history,  **  from  Joshua  to  John  the  Baptist — in  Jesus — 
in  John  of  the  Apocalypse — in  Maimonides,  and  in  Spinoza'' — and 
our  Christianity  ^^is  a  birth  from  the  interior  spiritual  life  so 
characteristic  of  the  Hebrew  race," — from  Confucius  to  Tam 
O'Shanter. 

We  have  endeavored  to  skin  the  cream  of  these  chapters.  If 
our  readers  desire  the  milk  of  the  word,  let  them  read  the  book. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


1870.]  Zange^s  Oommmtwry  on  Bomana.  141 

Lavgb^s  Oohmbntaby  on  Romans.* — Id  this  Tolame  of  Lange's 
Commentarj,  Dr.  Schaff  himself  has  done  a  large  share  of  the 
vork  connected  with  the  preparation  of  the  American  edition. 
Without  expressing  any  opinion  of  his  associate  (Dr.  Riddle) 
we  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Dr.  Schaff  did  not  find  himsdf 
able  to  finish  what  he  undertook,  and  to  give  to  the  entire  volnme 
the  same  attention  and  care  which  he  has  given  to  a  portion  of  it. 
We  hope  the  learned  editor  will  pardon  us  if  we  add  that,  in  our 
opinion,  it  would  have  been  better  if  he  had  prepared  a  commen- 
tarj  of  his  own  on  this  Epistle,  independently  of  the  work  of 
Lange.  In  that  case,  we  should  have  had  a  volume  of  greater 
variety,  and  one  in  which  his  own  views  could  have  been  present- 
ed in  a  more  satisfactory  way.  There  is  a  fundamental  evil  or 
failing  in  every  book  which  is  prepared  on  the  plan  of  this  Com- 
mentary, and,  notwithstanding  all  that  is  or  may  be  said  in  its 
favor,  this  evil  or  failing  will  be  felt  by  all  who  use  it  We  be- 
lieve it  is  felt  Tery  widely  by  those  who  have  examined  these  vol- 
umes. Where  a  Commentary  is  translated  from  another  language, 
with  additions,  and  especially  where  these  additions  are  borrowed 
from  every  good  source,  and  are  inserted  in  the  midst  of  the 
original  work  in  bracketed  passages  or  in  foot-notes,  the  reader  is 
greatly  hindered  in  getting  the  full  force  and  impression  either  of 
the  first  author  or  of  his  successors.  It  is  to  the  mind  of  the 
student  somewhat  the  same  thing  as  to  a  hearer  would  b^  the 
attempt  to  read  in  his  presence  the  text  of  this  Epistle  as  printed 
in  this  volume — ^for  example,  "  Paul,  a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ, 
called  to  be  an  apostle  [a  called,  chosen  apostle]  separated  [set 
apart]  unto  the  Gospel  of  God,  (which  he  had  promised  afore 
[which  he  promised  beforehand]  by  [through]  his  prophets  in 
the  holy  Scriptures)  [omit  parenthesis]  concerning  his  Son,  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  [omit  here  the  words,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
and  transfer  them  to  the  close  of  verse  4],  which  [who]  was 
made  [bom]  of  [fh)m]  the  seed  of  David  according  to  the  flesh," 
A;c.    The  hearer  certainly  would  not  be  greatly  edified  when 


•  A  Commentary  on  the  Holy  Beripturee :  Criticalf  Doctrinal^  and  Hwni* 
Uiieal,  with  special  reference  to  Minietere  and  Students.  By  JoHir  Pbtee  LAirei, 
D.  D.,  io  connection  with  a  number  of  eminent  European  Divines.  Translated 
from  the  German,  and  edited  with  additions,  original  and  selected,  by  Pbiup 
ScBAWF,  D.  D.,  in  connection  .with  American  scholars  of  various  Evangelical 
Denominations.  YoL  Y.  of  the  New  Testament ;  containing  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans.    Kew  York:  OharlesScribner  <&  Co.    1869.    8 vo.  pp.  455. 
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lUtening  to  such  a  passaga  He  would  prefer  to  hear  the  passage 
without  the  ineertionB  first,  and  then  the  passage  as  modified  bj 
the  insertions  afterwards;  and,  in  this  way,  he  might  hope  to  form 
some  clear  idea  of  what  Paul's  meaning  actually  was.  So  with  the 
student,  though  of  course  not  in  the  same  degree.  He  can  master, 
perhaps,  the  views  of  a  dozen  or  twenty  authors,  and  can  compare 
and  weigh  them  in  his  own  mind,  but  he  is  rather  bewildered  than 
aided  when  he  is  so  compelled  to  take  the  views  of  nineteen 
through  mere  parenthetical  passages  or  foot  notes  breaking  tjie 
sequence  of  the  thoughts  of  the  twentieth.  We  have  had  occa- 
sion to  use  Commentaries  pretty  extensively,  and,  if  our  experi- 
ence answers  to  that  of  others,  we  may  pronounce  a  judgment 
here  which  will  be  widely  accepted.  It  has  been  oflen  objected 
against  German  commentators,  that  they  are  too  minute  in  their 
presentation  of  all  views  of  a  Biblical  passaga  We  are  not  dis- 
posed to  agree  with  this  objection.  But  we  think  Dr.  SehafTs 
German  education  and  tendencies  have  led  him  to  adopt  this 
method,  in  these  volumes,  in  a  manner  which  is  not  desirable. 
Another  mistake,  which  we  think  Dr.  Schaff  has  made,  in  this 
great  undertaking  in  which  he  is  engaged,  is  this— that,  if  he 
were  proposing  to  adopt  the  method  to  which  we  have  alluded,  he 
should  not  have  taken  some  other  work  as  the  foundation  for  his 
additions  and  annotations,  rather  than  that  of  Lange.  Lange's 
original  work,  as  it  seems  to  us,  is  not  worthy  to  be  made  the 
basis  of  a  great  Biblical  commentary — ^to  be  brought  over  from 
Germany  to  America  and  translated  from  its  own  language  to 
ours.  The  American  world  would  not  have  suffered,  we  think,  if 
Dr.  Lange  had  spoken  to  none  but  his  German  countrymen— or,  if 
we  are  mistaken  in  this  view,  we  are  sure  that  there  are  other 
German  commentaries  which  might  better  have  been  introduoed 
to  our  readers  as  "  the  great  Biblical  work  of  the- age."  Lange 
is  not  a  scholar  of  the  order  of  many  of  those  whose  views  are  in- 
serted as  additions  by  the  American  editors,  and  the  consequence 
is,  that  we  have  the  more  scholarly  fitted  into  and  holding  a  sub- 
ordinate place  in  the  leas  scholarly.  We  do  not  know  why  Dr. 
Schaff  selected  this  work  for  translation  rather  than  any  other ; 
but  w«  fear  that  it  was  some  influence  from  his  American  life, 
rather  than  his  German  education,  which,  in  this  point,  we  cannot 
help  thinking  would  have  been  the  better  guide.  We  have  some- 
times said  of  the  other  volumes,  and  we  trust  that  our  esteemed 
friend  will  not  be  offended  if  we  say  of  this  one  to  which  he  has 
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oontribnted  so  much,  that  Lange's  [American]  Commentary 
would  have  been  a  more  valuable  book  if  Lange's  part  of  it  had 
been  omitted. 

Dr.  Schaff,  himself,  is  a  scholar  too  well  known  to  the  public  to 
need  any  commendation.  It  is  enough  to  say  of  his  present 
work — his  additions  and  annotations  in  the  early  part  of  this  vol- 
ume on  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans — that  it  is  characterized  by  his 
usual  research  and  thoroughness.  The  serviceableness  of  the 
book  to  all  who  use  it  will  be  largely  due  to  what  he  has  contrib- 
uted to  it,  and  we  hope  he  may  find  himself  repaid  for  his  labors 
in  every  way.  We  do  not  wonder  that  he  left  his  coadjutors  to 
carry  on  the  preparation  of  other  volumes,  and  himself  undertook 
the  work  of  preparing  this,  for  there  is  an  interest  in  the  study  of 
this  Epistle  which  nothing  else  affords.  And  yet  the  literature  eon- 
nected  with  it  is  so  vast  in  amount,  and  the  works  of  preceding 
commentators  are  so  numerous,  that  few  men  have  the  patience 
and  enthusiasm  combined  which  are  necessary  to  bear  them 
through  so  laborious  a  task.  Dr.  Schaff,  evidently,  has  both  the 
enthusiasm  and  the  patience.  As  we  have  already  said,  we  only 
wish  he  had  given  his  personal  and  minute  supervision  to  the 
entire  volumes. 

We  can  hardly  close  our  notice  of  this  book  without  expressing 
our  gratification,  that  so  widely-read  and  so  catholic  a  man  as  Dr. 
Schaff  should  have  set  forth  the  baselessness  of  the  interpretation 
which  Dr.  Charles  Hodge  gives  to  Romans  v.,  12-19.  If  Dr. 
Hodge's  claim  that  his  opinions  are  in  accordance  with  the  views 
of  almost  all  scholars  needs  any  further  reply  than  that  given  in 
the  New  Englander  eighteen  months  ago,  such  a  reply  is  found  in 
the  pages  of  this  volume.  The  readers  of  this  Commentary  will 
be  convinced  that  our  Princeton  friends  need  to  revise  their  exe- 
gesia  at  this  point,  if  nowhere  else ;  and  the  testimony  of  this 
author  we  commend  to  our  Princeton  friends  themselves,  with  the 
greater  willingness,  because  he  does  not  hold  the  view  of  this 
passage  which  we  hold  ourselves.  An  amusing  instance  of  the 
careful  exegetical  study  of  Dr.  Hodge,  so  far  as  the  views  of  other 
commentators  are  concerned — an  instance  which  we  had  noticed 
ourselves  before  this  volume  was  published — is  brought  out  by 
Dr.  Schaff  in  his  first  note  on  page  179.  Dr.  Hodge  charges 
Meyer  with  holding  what  he  does  not  hold  in  his  last  edition  of 
his  Commentary,  and  what  he  did  not  hold  even  in  the  edition 
which  was  published  ten  years  before  Dr.  Hodge's  work  was 
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written !  We  respectfully  snggest  that  some  of  the  (late)  New 
School  brethren  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  city  of  New 
York  or  elsewhere,  might  show  a  tender  regard  for  their  (late) 
Old  School  brethren  of  the  same  Church,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
might  give  them  an  appropriate  and  a  useful  token  of  their  new- 
bom  affection,  by  presenting  or  even  lending  to  the  Library  of 
Princeton  Seminary  a  few  of  the  Commentaries  which  have  been 
published  within  the  last  generation.  The  opportunity  of  exam- 
ining them — even  for  a  short  time — ^might  help  the  exegetical 
studies  of  the  Princeton  gentlemen  in  no  small  degree,  and  might, 
in  this  way,  do  something  towards  rendering  permanent  the  union 
of  the  two  branches  of  that  Church,  We  think  we  might  our- 
selves be  induced  to  present  a  copy  of  Meyer's  work  of  as  late  a 
date  as  that  indicated  above. 

FoLsoM^s  Tbuitslation  of  the  Gospel.* — This  volume  is  dedi- 
cated, first  of  all,  to  the  author's  former  colleagues  and  pupils  of 
the  Meadville  Theological  School ;  then,  to  Christian  disciples  of 
every  denomination ;  and,  finally,  to  all  who  seek  to  know  the 
truth  and  do  the  will  of  God.  The  reader  who  examines  its  pages 
will  see  that  it  is  prepared  from  the  standpoint  of  those  who  hold 
the  sentiments  of  that  Theological  School,  and  that  it  endeavors 
to  make  all  other  seekers  after  the  truth  accept  the  same  views. 
This  endeavor  is  manifest  in  the  translation,  so  far  as  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  case  allow,  but  in  the  notes,  though  they  are  brief, 
it  is  still  more  evident.  We  do  not  believe,  however,  that  Chris- 
tian disciples  of  other  denominations,  or  those  among  them  who 
honestly  and  earnestly  study  the  Scriptures,  will  be  convinced  by 
the  author^s  arguments,  or  that  they  will  accept  his  interpreta- 
tions, in  those  cases  in  which  the  teachings  of  Meadville  are  made 
the  teachings  of  tlie  Gospels.  When  Jesus  says,  for  example, 
'^  Glorify  thou  me.  Father,  with  the  glory  which  [  had  with  thee 
before  the  worid  was,''  men  in  general,  who  investigate  the  mean- 
ing of  his  words,  will  not  understand  him  as  saying  *'*'  with  the 
glory  which  I  possessed  in  the  divine  purpose."  They  will  not 
turn  the  words,  '^  Before  Abraham  was  [came  into  being]  I  am,'* 
into  a  declaration  that  Jesus  was  merely  ordained  of  God  to  be 

*  JTu  Four  Oo^ln ;  Translated  from  the  Greek  Text  of  Tisoheodorf,  with 
the  varioua  readings  of  Oriesbacb,  Lachmaon,  Tisohendorf,  TregeUen,  Mejer, 
Alfofii,  and  others ;  and  with  Critical  and  Explanatory  Notes.  Bj  Natoahiu. 
S.  FoLSOM.    Boston :  A.  Williams  <&  Co.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  476. 
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the  Messiah  before  the  birth  of  Abraham.    Nor  will  they  regard 
the  exclamation  of  Thomas,  in  the  twentieth  ch^ter  of  John's 
Gospel,  as  being  anything  less  than  an  expression  of  his  belief 
that  his  Lord  and  Master  was  divine.    We  have  no  space  or  de- 
sire to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  these  or  similar  passages  here, 
but  we  are  persnaded  that  the  advocates  of  these  views  can  never 
impress  their  truth   upon    scholarly  men  who  have  not    been 
educated  in  their  own  doctrines.    And  we  have  never  yet  seen 
any  explanation  or  suggestion  urged  in  support  of  these  views, 
which,  to  our  apprehension,  did  not  manifestly  fail  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  passages  in  question  or  of  the  context  in  the 
midst  of  which  they  stand.     On  the  word  aicjvio^,  in  Matt  xxv., 
46,  the  author  says,  "  This  word  is  used  so  often  in  the  Scriptures 
to  denote  ind^nite  length  of  duration,  that  it  seems  presumptu- 
ous to  affirm  positively  that  any  more  was  in  the  Master's  thought 
here.   The  ^  punishment'  will  last  as  long  as  the  sin  shall  last ;  and 
the  ^  life,'  too,  will  last  as  long,  and  only  as  long,  as  the  character 
on  which  it  depends  shall  last. "    On  Mark  ix.,  4i  ff.,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  words  ^^ unquenchable  fire"  and  "hell,"  he  says, 
"  In  quoting  the  greatest  of  the  prophets  who  preceded  him,  Jesus 
spoke  more  nearly,  if  he  did  not  speak  exactly,  in  accordance  with 
that  prophet's  thought  (Is.  Ixvi.,  24).    It  is  questionable,  even, 
if  he  meant  chiefly  the  fires  of  remorse,  real  and  terrible  as  these 
are.    But  he  may  have  meant  particularly  those  consequences  of 
sin  which,  springing  from  the  sources  here  alluded  to  in  Mark, 
are  a  public  warning  to  all  who  are  tempted  in  like  manner.  «Such 
a  hell  as  we  see  men  fall  into  in  this  life  is  often  both  fearful  and 
fiery."     These  citations  will  indicate  his  opinions  and  method  of 
interpretation  rn  connection  with  the  subject  of  ftitnre  punish- 
ment.    Of  the  Temptation  he  says,  "  Having  separated  from  the 
narration  those  parts  which  are  incidental  [i.  e.,  the  forty  days 
duration  of  the  fasting,  the  Tempter  in  a  personal  form,  <fec.],  the 
principal  feet  remains,  that  Jesus  had  tempting  thoughts  under 
the  circumstances  of  place  (though  it  is  possible  he  went  from 
place  to  place  in  thought  only),  and  with  the  deprivations  and 
exposures  mentioned  as  occurring  in  the  Desert,  and  that  he  tri- 
umphed over  those  thoughts,  without  incurring  the  charge  or  re- 
ceiving the  taint  of  sin."    "The  occurrence  of  such  tempting 
thoughts  to  a  pure  mind,"  he  adds,  "  may  be  accounted  for,  with- 
out supposing  that  they  originated  there.    If  th^  tempting  thought 
simply  tests  the  subject  of  it,  and  shows  that  one  is  incapable  of 

VOL.  XXIX.  10 
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harboring  and  executing  it,  it  is  an  adequate  temptation,  and  he 
is  sinless  in  it."  The  narrative  is  not,  thus,  to  be  understood  lit- 
erally in  all  its  details ;  and,  on  the  other  hand^  it  is  not  '^  a  para- 
ble misunderstood  by  the  disciples  and  afterward  confounded  by 
them  with  Jesus*  personal  experience,*'  but  an  account  of  thoughts 
which  actually  entered  the  mind  of  Christ  under  the  influence  of 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.  Tn  respect  to  the 
great  question  concerning  the  time  of  the  Last  Supper,  the  author 
thinks  that  John's  account  may  be  reconciled  with  that  of  the 
Synoptics.  In  respect  to  the  examinations  of  Jesus,  he  seems  in- 
clined to  favor  the  view  that  there  were  two— that  referred  to  in 
John  being  before  Annas,  and  that  mentioned  in  the  earlier  gos- 
pels being  before  Caiaphas.  "  This  is  the  more  plausible,"  he 
says,  ''if  we  may  assume  Annas  to  have  had  an  apartment  in  the 
same  house  with  Caiaphas,  to  which  there  was  one  court  or  yard 
where  the  denials  of  Peter  took  place."  Some  writers  regard 
this  last  supposition  as  quite  beyond  the  region  of  probability, 
but  we  are  unable  to  see  why  it  is  necessarily  so.  We  have  quoted 
enough,  perhaps,  to  excite  interest  in  an  examination  of  the  vol- 
ume. It  has  merits,  and  its  author  will  doubtless  find  numbers 
of  readers  in  his  own  section  of  the  Church  who  will  accept  all 
his  conclusions ;  while,  outside  of  that  circle,  it  will  meet,  as  we 
believe,  a  scholarly  consideration  of  its  views  and  a  just  apprecia- 
tion of  what  is  good  in  it. 

HAtort  of  the  Chitrch  nf  the  Eighteeitth  and  Nineteenth 
Centuries.* — We  are  glad  to  see  the  complete  work  of  Hagen- 
bach  presented  to  English  readers  in  their  own  language.  A 
partial  translation  has  before  been  printed  from  another  hand. 
The  difficulty  with  all  abridgments  is  that  the  reader  cannot  be 
certain  that  the  best  things  are  not  left  out.  This  is  one  objection, 
but  others  of  equal  weight  might  readily  be  stated.  The  volumes 
before  us  contain  the  best  account  which  we  know  of,  of  the  pro- 
gress of  theology,  literature,  and  culture  in  Germany  for  the  last 
century  and  a  half;  the  best  account,  that  is,  for  cultivated  read- 
ers, whether  clerical  or  lay.  Hagenbach  is  evangelical  without 
being  narrow,  and  he  writes,  in  these  lectures,  without  the  stiff- 

*  HUtory  of  the  Chureh  tn^  the  Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth  Centuriea.  Bj  K. 
R.  Haobhbach,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Tlieology  in  the  IfDiTersity  of  Bssle. 
Translated  with  addttkiis,  <fcc.  By  Jonr  F.  Hubst,  D.  D.  New  York:  Ghules 
8cribner&Co.    1869. 
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ness  and  pedantry  which  are  often  charaoteristio  of  German 
treatises  of  this  nature.  The  translation  appears  to  be  sabstan- 
tially  correct.  That  it  lacks  the  force  and  flavor  which  belonged, 
in  old  times,  to  English  translations  from  foreign  tODgnes,  is  a  failing 
which  it  has  in  common  with  most  other  effoits  made,  at  the  present 
day,  in  the  same  line.  There  is  a  lack  of  freedom  and  idiomatic 
richness  and  strength,  which  make  it  evident,  in  every  page  and 
almost  every  sentence,  that  the  book  was  not  written  in  English. 

Thb  Formation  op  Christendom.* — The  first  of  these  volumes, 
from  the  pen  of  a  thoughtful  English  writer  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church,  describes  the  effect  of  Chnstianity  upon  the  individual, 
or  the  moulding  influence  of  the  Christian  religion  in  its  historical 
influence  upon  man,  considered  as  an  individual.  The  second 
volume  takes  up  the  social  man,  from  a  similar  point  of  view. 
Both  are  parts  of  a  more  comprehensive  plan  which  remains  to 
be  carried  out.  There  is  a  good  degree  of  learning,  a  spirit  of 
moderation  and  candor,  and  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  philo- 
sophical power,  in  these  discussions.  Tet  they  are  thoroughly 
Roman  Catholic  in  their  conceptions  of  the  course  of  civilization 
and  in  the  theological  ideas  that  underlie  them.  Occasionally  we 
mark  an  uncritical  acceptance  of  documents  as  genuine  which  are 
not  so :  as  in  VoL  I.,  p.  340,  where  the  Clementine  Epistles  on 
Virginity — spurious  productions — are  referred  to  as  authentic. 
The  entire  work  will  repay  a  perusal  for  those  who  wish  to  ac- 
quaint themselves  with  Roman  Catholic  theories  as  to  the  philoso- 
phy of  history. 

COLSMAN   ON  THE    PRIMITIVE   CHURCH.f — ^Thc    UCW    edition    of 

this  carefully- written  manual  has  been  revised  by  the  author.  The 
book  is  a  compact,  correct,  and  instructive  exposition  of  the  polity 
of  the  churches  in  the  Apostolic  Age  and  of  the  changes  result- 
ing in  the  prelatical  system.  There  are  statements  occasionally  oc- 

*  Tlu  FamuUion  of  OkriH$ndo9L  Part  First  and  Part  Second  (Two  vols.)  By 
T.  W.  Alloa,  London :  Longman  <b  Co.  1866  and  1869.  New  York :  Catholic 
Poblication  Society.     1869. 

f  7!%e  ApoBtolical  and  Primitive  Church,  Popular  in  Its  Government,  Informal 
b  ito  Worriiip:  A  Manual  bi  Prelacy  and  Ritualism.  Carefolly  reTiaed  and 
adapted  to  these  diacoasiona.  By  Ltiuk  Colucak,  D.  D.,  Professor  in  La&yette 
Collsge,  Ac.    Philadelphia :  J.  B.  Lippincott  A  Co.    1869.* 
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cnrrinpf  which  are  open  to  criticism.  For  example,  on  page  159, 
it  i8  said  that  the  terms  bishop  and  presbyter  are  used  by  this  an- 
cient father  [Irenseus]  as  perfectly  convertible  terms.  Irenseus 
calls  bishops  presbyters,  but  he  does  not  call  presbyters — meaning 
the  second  grade  of  Church  officers — bishops.  His  use  of  terms 
shows  that  the  bishop  had  come  to  be  an  officer  distinct  from  and 
elerated  above  the  presbyters,  while  he  still  had  essentially  the 
same  functions. 

The  Jesus  op  the  Evangelists.* — ^This  work  has  been  pub- 
lished for  a  year,  but  is  little  known  as  yet  in  this  country.  It 
is  of  sufficient  merit  to  entitle  it  to  the  attention  of  the  theological 
public.  It  is,  in  some  respects,  original  in  its  construction  of  the  ar- 
gument for  the  truth  of  the  evangelical  history.  Taking  the  portrai- 
ture of  Christ  which  is  presented  in  the  Gospels,  it  shows  that  "  this 
portraiture  cannot  be  an  ideal  or  mythical  creation.'*  The  impos- 
sibility of  accounting  for  this  portraiture  on  any  other  supposition 
than  that  of  its  authenticity,  is  the  proposition  which  the  author 
ably  and  successfully  defends.  The  following  are  the  titles  of  the 
chapters:  L  Introduction;  11.  The  Portraiture  of  Jesus  as  it  is 
exhibited  in  the  Gospels ;  III.  The  Portraiture  of  the  suffering 
Jesus  of  the  Evangelists ;  lY.  The  union  of  Holiness  and  Benev- 
olence in  the  person  of  the  Jesus  of  the  Gospels ;  V.  The  Moral 
Teaching  of  the  Lord ;  VI.  The  Law  pf  our  Religious  and  Moral 
Development;  VIL  The  Preparations  made  in  the  Gentile  World 
for  the  Advent  of  Christianity ;  VIH.  The  Preparations  made  by 
Providence  for  the  Introduction  of  Christianity  through  the  De- 
velopment of  Judaism ;  IX.  Messianic  Conceptions  in  the  Old 
Testament;  X.  The  Development  of  Messianic  Conceptions  be- 
tween the  Prophetic  Period  and  the  Advent ;  XI.  The  Develop- 
ment of  Judaism  between  the  Termination  of  the  Prophetic  Pe- 
riod and  the  Advent ;  XII.  The  Portraiture  of  Christ  as  it  is 
depicted  in  the  Gospels  constitutes  an  Essential  Unity ;  XIII. 
The  limits  which  can  be  assigned  to  the  historical  Jesus  in  the 
relation  of  Christianity  on  the  supposition  of  His  purely  Human 
Character;  XIV.  The  Jesus  of  the  Gospels  no  Mythical  Creation; 
XV.  The  Moral  Aspect  of  our  Lord's  Character  an  Historical 

*  The  Jenu  of  the  Evangeliett :  His  Historical  Cbsmeter  Vindieftted ;  or,  an 
Examination  of  the  I&ternal  Evidence  for  Onr  Lord's  Mission,  with  refi^ence  to 
Modem  Controversy.  By  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Row,  M.  A.,  of  Pembroke  College,  Oz 
ford,  Ac,  Ao.    London :  WiHiams  &  Norgate.     186S. 
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Reality ;  XVI.  The  limits  of  the  Period  which  Anthentio  History 
assigns  as  that  during  which  the  Conception  of  the  Mythical 
Christ  must  have  been  created  and  developed  in  its  fullness ; 
XYII.  The  Evidence  afforded  by  the  Epistles  for  the  early  exist- 
ence of  the  Portraiture  of  the  Christ ;  XVIII.  The  Nature  and 
Character  of  the  Mythic  Oospels ;  XIX.  Features  of  the  Gospels 
which  are  inconsistent  with  the  supposition  of  their  unhistorical 
character. 

These  various  topics  are  treated  candidly  and  in  a  scholarly 
spirit.  The  impression  of  the  argument  is  somewhat  weakened 
by  the  want  of  severe  consecution  in  the  statement  of  it  and  by 
the  introduction  of  so  many  themes  which  bear  on  the  midn  prop- 
osition to  be  sure,  and  which  are  instructively  handled,  but  which 
do  not  always  tend  directly  to  establish  the  case.  On  the  whole, 
the  work  will  be  found  a  very  useful  one,  and  it  is  peculiarly 
timely. 

Hardwick's  Chubch  Histories,* — Among  the  publications 
of  Maomillan  <fe  Co.  (who  have  now  established  a  branch  of  their 
house  in  New  York),  the  works  of  the  late  Archdeacon  Hard  wick 
are  of  much  value  to  theologians.  His  "Christ  and  other  Mas- 
ters *"  it}  a  thorough  survey  of  the  heathen  or  ethnic  religions, 
their  history  and  doctrinal  characteristics.  The  manuals  of  Church 
History,  of  which  the  titles  are  given  below,  are  not  mere  com- 
pilations, but  exhibit  the  fruits  of  original  research.  At  the  same 
time,  the  best  works  in  this  department,  especially  the  German 
writers,  have  been  well  studied  and  faithfully  used. 

Lightfoot'b  Edition  op  Clement  op  RoMB-f — This  is  the 
first  instaUment  of  a  new  edition  of  the  Apostolic  Fathers,  which 
is  to  be  edited  by  the  learned  Hulsean  Professor  of  Divinity  at 

*  Bistcry  of  the  Chriatian  Church.  Middle  Age.  By  Cbaelks  Hakdwick, 
fonnerly  Teller  of  St  Catharine's  Church  and  Archdeacon  of  Ely.  Second 
Sdition.  Edited  bj  Francis  Proctor,  M.  A.  Cambridge  and  London :  Macmfl- 
kn  A  Go.    1S6S. ' 

*  A  Bittary  of  the  Chriuian  Church  dmrmg  ths  Refmrmmium.  [Same  author 
editor,  and  pnblishers.    1865.] 

f  8,  Clement  of  Rome.  The  Two  Epistles  to  the  Corinthians.  A  rerised  text 
with  introduction  and  notes.  By  J.  B.  Liohtfoot,  D.  D.,  Hulsean  Professor  of 
Dirinity,  and  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  London  and  Cambridge : 
MaoiBiaaa  St  Co.    1869.    New  York:  62  Bleecker  street 
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Cambridge,  Dr.  Lightfoot  The  commentaries  of  Dr.  Lightfoot 
upon  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians  and  the  Epistle  to  the  Philip- 
pians  are  of  the  highest  merit,  and  will  secure  a  favorable  atten- 
tion to  the  important  literary  undertaking  which  he  has  now  in 
hand.  The  present  volume  contains  the  carefully-revised  text  of 
the  first,  or  genuine,  Epistle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians,  and 
of  the  spurious  fragment,  called  the  second  epistle — together  with 
an  elaborate  introduction  and  numerous  marginal  notes.  The  ju- 
dicious and  candid  spirit  of  the  edition  are  everywhere  manifest. 
We  may  adduce,  as  an  example,  his  remarks  on  chapter  xL  of  the 
first  epistle — the  passage  relative  to  the  High  Priest,  the  Priests 
and  Levites,  on  which  so  much  reliance  has  been  placed  by  High 
Church  theologians.  *'Does  the  analogy" — ^between  the  Old 
Testament  Priesthood  and  the  Christian  ministry — "extend  to 
the  three  orders  f "  The  answer  to  this  seems  to  be  that,  though 
the  episcopate  seems  to  have  been  widely  established  in  Asia  Mi- 
nor at  this  time  (see  PhilippianSy  p.  209),  this  epistle  through- 
out only  recognizes  two  orders,  presbyters  and  deacons,  as  exist- 
ing at  Corinth."  "Later  writers,  indeed,  did  dwell  on  the 
analogy  of  the  three-fold  ministry ;  but  we  cannot  argue  back 
from  them  to  Clement,  in  whose  epistle  the  very  element  of  three- 
foldnoss,  which  gives  force  to  such  a  comparison,  is  wanting." 
We  cannot  agree  with  everything  that  is  said  on  this  subject  by 
Dr.  Lightfoot,  in  this  volume  and  in  the  Essay  on  the  Ministry, 
which  is  connected  with  his  work  on  the  Philippians.  But  the 
points  of  difference  between  us  would  not  be  very  great,  and  if 
the  discussion  were  always  conducted  in  the  enlightened  and  fair 
spirit  which  he  exhibits,  the  so-called  Episcopal  controversy  might 
soon  be  terminated. 

Binney's  Sbbmons .♦ — We  need  not  eat  the  whole  of  a  pine- 
apple to  get  some  idea  of  its  pungent  flavor.  As  far  as  we  have 
examined  this  book  of  sermons,  we  have  received  an  impression 
that  it  is  one  of  the  strongest  contributions  to  this  kind  of  litera- 
ture that  these  last  days,  so  fruitful  in  publications  of  this  sort, 
have  produced.  The  exceedingly  high  reputation  of  its  author  as 
a  pulpit-orator  is  amply  sustained  by  these  sermons.  While  they 
do  not  possess  the  elegance  and  the  rare  philosophic  tone  of  Rob- 

*  Semums  preached  in  ike  King*$  Wtigh'howt4  Chapel^  Ijondon,  1S29-1S69. 
By  T.  BiNNBT.    LondoD :  Maomillan  and  Co.     1869. 
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ertson's  discoarses,  they  are  superior  to  Robertson^s  sermons  in 
robust  logic,  and  strong,  clear  thought,  often  presenting  most 
forcible  and  massive  views  of  truth.  They  are  eminently  fitted  to 
instruct,  and  to  build  up  the  people  in  the  saving  doctrines  of  the 
gospeL  Some  of  them  are  treatises  rather  than  sermons ;  and, 
indeed,  the  author  says  in  his  preface,  that  he  has  expanded  the 
thoughts  in  some  of  the  sermons  after  they  were  delivered. 

We  should  judge  that  the  main  characteristic  of  Dr.  Binney's 
preaching  was  a  thoughtful,  didactic  method,  calmly  explaining 
and  reasoning  upon  the  truth,  and  drawing  out  by  a  process  of 
steady,  close  thinking,  the  richness  of  the  Divine  word,  though 
sometimes  bursting  away  from  the  logical  method,  and  rising  into 
strains  of  brief  and  powerful  eloquence.  These  discourses  are 
evidently  the  elaborated  ones  of  a  long  ministry.  They  could  not 
be  samples  of  every-day,  ordinary,  popular  preaching,  although 
characteristic  of  the  author^s  general  manner.  In  a  sermon  en- 
titled '*  Man  in  Understanding,*'  the  preacher  sets  forth  his  own 
conception  of  what  preaching  should  be,  which  affords  inciden- 
.  tally  a  noble  description  of  his  own  style.  He  says  (p.  99) 
^  Preaching  may  be  too  elementary,  and  it  may  not  be  elementary 
enough.  In  some  parts  of  the  church,  where  a  very  simple  style 
of  preaching  prevails,  there  is  the  constant  reiteration  of  just  the 
three  or  four  truths  which  make  up  what  we  call  the  Gospel. 
The  people  are  thus  always  kept  at  the  alphabet,  or  in  the  spelling 
book,  or  in  the  shortest  and  easiest  reading  lessons,  and  are 
never  introduced  to  the  high  arguments  which  lie  beyond.  In 
other  parts  of  the  church,  where  a  style  of  preaching  more 
abstruse  and  argumentative  prevails,  the  result  is,  that  theology  is 
taught  rather  than  religion — the  preacher  becomes  more  of  a 
lecturer  or  professor  going  through  his  argument,  than  a  minister 
in  the  church  speaking  '  to  instruction,  edification,  and  comfort ' 
and  giving  to  the  flock  its  *  portion  of  meat  in  due  season.'  The 
danger  here  is,  too,  that  plain,  elementary  instruction  will  be 
gone  through,  and  discussions  indulged  in,  which  take  too  much 
for  granted,  and  for  which  the  people  are  not  prepared.  They 
will  be  like  reading  the  higher  authors  before  the  pupils  have 
learnt  anything  of  grammar.  The  great  thing  is,  for  Christian 
people  to  be  such  thorough  'men,'  that  they  may  delight  in 
being  introduced  to  '  the  deep  things  of  Qod,'  and  may  be  able 
to  benefit  by  the  higher  forms  of  discipline  and  argument. 
Very  simple  and  elementary  preaching  is  very  proper,  and  very 
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important  in  it <  place;  bnt  the  Bible  is  a  book  which  demands, 
both  for  explanation  and  defense,  a  great  deal  beyond  that.  The 
character  and  wants  of  the  age,  the  popular  and  plausible  forms  of 
error,  the  ignorance  in  the  church,  and  the  subtlety  of  the  world, 
together  with  the  nature,  the  magnitude,  and  grandeur,  of  Christ- 
ian truth,  all  demand,  both  in  preachers  and  hearers,  greater 
efforts  after  that  *  manly  understanding'  which  includes  in  it, 
among  other  things,  accurate  knowledge  and  large  intelligence  in 
relation  to  all  spiritual  truth." 

For  the  department  of  sermonizing,  which  the  discourses  repre- 
sent, we  know  of  no  finer  illustrations  than  these  in  modern  lite- 
rature. The  sermons  entitled  **  The  Words  of  Jesus,  and  what 
underlie  them,''  "The  Blessed  God,"  and  ** Salvation  by  fire,  and 
Salvation  in  fullness,"  are  peculiarly  to  be  commended  for  their 
richness  of  thought  and  power.  The  discourse  on  morality  in 
trade,  under  the  title  of  "  Buying  and  Selling,"  might  be  profitably 
preached  in  America  as  well  as  in  England. 

Lamps,  Pttchees,  and  Trumpets.* — ^This  volume  is  the  first  of 
two  series  of  lectures,  printed  in  England  in  one  work,  mostly  de- 
livered to  the  students  in  Spurgeon's  "  Pastor's  College ; "  to  be 
followed  by  the  reprint  of  the  second  series,  the  latter  to  be  de- 
voted chiefiy  to  examples  in  our  own  time,  while  this  is  occupied 
mainly  with  the  past.  The  qnaint  title,  we  need  not  say,  is  taken 
from  the  history  of  Gideon  and  his  three  hundred  men,  their  pe- 
culiar implements  being  conceived  of  as  symbolic  of  difiTerent 
sorts  of  preachers.  It  departs  from  the  received  standard  in 
books  of  homiletics,  being  more  anecdotal,  as  the  title-page  prom- 
ises, and  much  less  formal  and  technical  in  its  arrangenient.  In- 
deed, it  hardly  admits  of  analysis  in  a  brief  notice.  The  first  lec- 
ture consists  mainly  of  notices  and  sketches  of  Fox,  Whitefield, 
Dawson,  and  R.  Watson,  and,  going  further  back,  of  Bishop  An- 
drewes,  with  extracts  of  what  is  called  "  the  romance  of  the  pulpit," 
including,  also,  certain  continental  preachers  in  the  Reformation, 
such  as  Alexander  de  la  Croix,  Caturce,  and  another,  martyrs, 
with  later  English  and  American  Methodists,  and  also  Edwards 

*  Lamfn,  Pitchtra,  and  Ihimp$t$ :  Leotaret  on  the  Vocation  of  the  PreAoher, 
lUcwtrated  by  aneodotee,  biographical,  historical,  and  elnoidatory,  from  tha  Great 
Preachers  of  all  ages.  By  Edwin  Paxton  Hood.  New  Tork :  M.  W.  Dodd. 
1S69.     12mo.  pp.  468. 
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and  again  Wbitefield.  The  second  lecture  treats  of  the  preacher's 
'  vocation,  as  instructive  and  awakening,  addressed  especially  to 
the  conscience,  and  demanding  the  culture  of  all  our  powers.  The 
Bible  is  set  forth  as  a  model,  and  the  Hebrew  prophets  are  de- 
picted, with  excellent  quotations  from  Dean  Stanley.  As  an  exam- 
ple of  the  Puritans,  Henry  Smith  is  described,  and  among  the 
later  preachers,  still  more  fully  Robert  Robinson,  the  translator 
of  Saurin.  The  Jewish  Church  is  the  first  subject  of  the  third 
lecture,  which  gives  a  representation  of  Isaiah,  and  also  (the  fiist 
of  what  the  author  calls  his  "  pulpit  monographs  ")  of  Paul,  as  of 
the  apostolic  age — an  animated  delineation.  The  fourth  lecture 
is  devoted  to  the  early  Church,  giving  accounts  of  Clemens,  Ori- 
gen,  Tertullian,  Athanasius,  Basil,  Augustine,  and  more  particu- 
larly Chrysostom.  In  the  fifth,  we  have  the  medieval  and  post- 
medieval  preachers,  among  them  noted  friars,  and  an  interesting 
account  of  Segneri  (though  of  the  seventeenth  century),  called 
the  Italian  Whitefield,  with  citations,  followed  by  a  fuller  mono- 
graph of  St.  Bernard.  The  sixth  lecture  treats  of  the  great 
preachers  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  ^nd  is  the 
more  interesting  as  commemorating  some  not  now  so  familiarly 
known  as  they  should  be,  such  as  Playfere,  John  Stoughton,  Wil- 
kinson (with  extracts),  Richard  Bernard,  Trapp,  and  Everard, 
adding  a  fuller  sketch  of  the  Puritan,  Thomas  Adams.  The  sub- 
ject of  the  seventh  is  wit,  humor,  and  coarseness  in  the  pulpit, 
with  specimens.  South  is  dealt  with  more  severely,  and  hence 
more  justly  than  by  most  writers.  The  next  lecture  discusses  the 
use  and  abuse  of  the  imagination,  and  the  various  forms  of  illus- 
tration, analogies,  parables,  allegories,  overwrought  descriptions, 
and  gives  an  ample  description  of  Christmas  Evans.  **  The  style 
best  adapted  for  usefulness  in  the  pulpit,^  is  the  subject  of  the 
closing  lecture.  The  author  would  have  the  preacher  study  words 
and  cherish  enthusiasm,  and  dissuades  him  from  multiplying  other 
interpretations  and  opinions  than  his  own,  and  from  the  declama- 
tory and  verbose  and  excessively  smooth  styles.  Interesting  ex- 
tracts are  given  from  Luther,  and  still  more  fully  from  the  Abb6 
MuUois'  book,  "  The  Church  and  the  Pulpit."  Much  account  is 
made  of  what  is  called  "  the  power  and  accent  of  conviction,"  and 
of  preaching  to  the  conscience.  Illustrations  are  taken  from 
James  Parsons,  and  full  and  iLteresting  extracts  from  Alexander 
Raleigh,  with  an  appeal  for  earnestness.  From  this  enumeration 
of  the  contents,  it  will  be  seen  that  these  lectures  are  fitted  to  be 
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an  aooompaniment  rather  than  a  substitate  for  other  homiletio 
treatises.  Their  style,  which  ia  free  and  lively,  as  well  as  their  . 
arrangement,  is  more  suitable  for  oral  delivery  than  for  the  uses 
of  a  text-book.  To  students  for  the  ministry  they  have  the  more 
value  and  interest  as  giving  an  unusual  amount  of  professional 
and  personal  information,  with  many  pertinent  suggestions  and 
wholesome  examples,  and  the  general  reader  will  find  in  them  en- 
tertaining reading.  Particularly  the  sketches  of  Chrysostom  and 
St.  Bernard  merit  high  commendation. 

A  Daily  Walk  with  God.* — This  is  an  earnest  argument  and 
persuasion  addressed  to  Christians  of  all  denominations  in  behalf 
of  the  liberal  use  of  property,  and  especially  in  behalf  of  daily 
social  worship.  First,  from  Old  Testament  teachings,  showing 
that,  in  addition  to  the  weekly  Sabbath,  by  appointing  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  sacrifice,  the  three  annual  festivals,  the  Sabbatical 
year,  and  the  year  of  Jubilee,  God  "released  the  Jewish  Church 
from  toil  for  the  body  about  one  half  of  the  time."  Secondly, 
from  the  New  Testament,  showing  the  practice  of  our  Lord  and 
his  apostles,  and  their  first  followers,  especially  in  connection  with 
the  day  of  Pentecost.  Then,  from  later  historical  testimony,  that 
^^  the  daily  service  introduced  by  the  apostles  was  continued  in 
the  Christian  Church,"  and  "generally  attended  by  professing 
Christians,  for  more  than  three  hundred  years,"  and  "that  the 
neglect  of  it  marks  the  decline  of  piety  in  the  Church."  The 
same  authorities,  among  the  early  Fathers  and  eminent  modern 
divines,  are  cited  for  more  frequent  communion  than  is  now 
practised  by  most  churches ;  and  on  this  ))oint  we  commend  to 
Congregational  and  Presbyterian  ministers  the  decided  judgment 
of  Calvin  and  Edwards.  The  same  thing  is  argued  further  from 
the  exigencies  of  the  church  and  the  world,  and  from  the  blessing 
that  has  sanctioned  daily  assemblages  for  worship.  Another 
chapter  is  devoted  to  answsring  objections.  Inferenees  are  drawn 
as  to  the  transientness  of  revivals  and  the  means  of  continuing 
them,  and  the  book  closes  with  **  an  appeal  to  Christians  of  every 


*  A  Daily  Walk  with  God,  in  ki§  own  Ordinance$ :  or  the  Bible  Standard  of 
Daty,  as  exemplified  in  the  Primitive  Christians.  By  Rev.  Stefhbn  Pobtee, 
Geneva.  Fifth  revised  edition,  with  an  introduotory  Sketch  of  the  Author's  life, 
by  his  son,  Rev.  J  J brmatn  Porter,  D.  D.,  Watertown.  Rochester:  £rastii8 
Darrow,  Pnblisher.    1S69.    16mo.  pp.  186. 
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denominatioi]."  The  earnest  piety  of  the  anthor  pervades  all  his 
argQments  and  exhortations.  He  writes  from  long  and  loving 
ftmiliarity  with  the  snbject^  and  most  fervent  desires  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  practice  and  the  power  of  primitive  Christi- 
anity. This  fifih  edition  of  his  work,  published  by  Darrow,  is 
the  more  valaable  for  the  Memoir  prefixed  by  his  son,  and  the 
accompanying  tribates,  since  his  decease,  from  other  ministers. 
**  Father  Porter,"  as  he  was  called,  was  one  of  the  most  saintly 
men  in  Western  New  York.  We  are  glad  to  find  his  work  in  in- 
creasing demand.  Its  circulation  cannot  fail  to  further  the  end 
which  above  all  things  he  desired.  Daily  prayer-meetings  are  so 
much  gained  in  this  direction.  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ations will  do  well  to  avail  themselves  of  this  volume  in  maintain- 
ing such  services.  We  desire  to  see  it  circulated  as  being  (what 
is  stamped  on  the  cover)  ^^  a  plea  for  a  daily  religious  service." 

Nkw  Edition  of  Professob  Fisheb*s  Essays  on  thb  StrPSR- 
NATURAL.* — The  new  edition  of  Professor  Fisher's  Essays  on  the 
Supernatural  Origin  of  Christianity  is  so  much  enlarged  as  to  de- 
mand a  new  notice.  It  is  so  much  enlarged  and  improved,  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  all  those  critics  and  students  to  procure 
and  read  it,  who  would  be  placed  at  once  in  possession  of  the 
present  state  of  literature  and  opinion,  in  respect  to  the  subject 
of  which  it  treats.  The  topics  which  are  here  discussed  must 
force  themselves  upon  the  attention  of  every  clergyman  to  whom 
is  committed  the  important  duty  of  defending  the  testimony  con- 
cerning Jesus,  and  of  every  thinking  man  whose  faith  is  assailed 
by  the  manifold  unbeliefs  that  are  current  in  every  community. 
The  candor,  ability,  and  conclusiveness  of  the  discussions  con- 
tained in  these  Essays  have  been  universally  acknowledged.  The 
additions  made  to  this  enlarged  edition  consist  of  an  elaborate 
Introduction  of  thirty-eight  pages,  presenting  a  brief  summary  of 
the  philosophical  and  critical  aspects  of  the  questions  concerning 
the  Supernatural  Origin  of  Christianity;  and  an  Appendix  of  forty 
pages,  consisting  of  a  series  of  supplementary  notes  which  are, 
in  fact,  extensions  of  the  several  Essays.  Both  these  additions  to 
the  volume  add  very  greatly  to  its  value.    Since  the  publication  of 


*  Ettay*  on  th€  Supernatural  Origin  of  Chrittianity  ;  with  tpeeial  r$ffrene€  to 
ik$  tMewriet  cf  R^nan,  8iraus$,  and  thg  Tubingen  SchooL  By  Giorob  P.  Fbbbb, 
D.  D.,  Professor  of  Church  History  in  Tale  College.  New  and  Enlarged  Edition. 
New  Tork :  Charles  Soribner  A  Co.    1870. 
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the  first  edition,  great  advanoes  have  been  made  in  the  state  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  many  of  the  leading  topics.  Important  oon- 
cessions  have  been  made  by  the  boldest  critics,  and  the  questions 
in  dispute  between  historical  and  philosophical  writers  are  narrowed 
down  to  fewer  points,  and  are  brought  within  more  definite  limits. 
The  questions  can  be  easily  apprehended  by  any  persons  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  acquaint  themselves  with  them,  and,  when  they 
are  once  stated,  with  the  arguments  for  and  against.  The  adver- 
saries of  Christianity,  whether  in  or  out  of  so-called  Christian 
pulpits,  make  the  meanwhile  noisy  and  confident  boastings  that 
the  learning  and  science  of  the  world  are  against  the  superaatural 
and  the  miraculous.  A  multitude  of  superficial  thinkers,  and  of 
active  minded  readers,  believe  what  they  hear  often  asserted  and 
rarely  disproved.  The  unreading  defenders  of  the  truth,  whether 
they  are  learned  or  unlearned,  are  frightened  out  of  their  wits, 
lest  this  boasting  may  have  some  terrible  significance  of  reality,  or 
they  hide  their  heads  perhaps  in  the  sand.  Let  them  acquaint  them- 
selves  fully  with  the  utmost  that  these  foes  of  Christianity  have  to 
offer,  and  they  will  prosecute  their  vocation  and  hold  their  faith 
with  clearer  heads  and  lighter  hearts.  The  new  edition  of  these 
Essays  is  emphatically  a  book  for  the  times. 

PHILOSOPHICAIi. 

V  Pbesident  Fairchild*s  Moral  Philosophy.* — President 
Fairchild's  Treatise  on  Moral  Philosophy  was  prepared  to  be 
used  as  a  text-book  in  Colleges  and  High  Schools,  and  is  in  most 
respects  admirably  fitted  for  these  uses.  In  its  leading  principles 
it  is  very  similar  to  the  two  treatises  by  President  Hopkins,  but  in 
its  details  it  is  more  directly  and  felicitously  constructed  with 
relerence  to  the  convenience  of  learners  and  teachers.  The  style  is 
clear,  the  sentiments  upon  many  delicate  questions  of  practical 
ethics  are,  in  the  main,  true  and  just,  and  the  tone  and  spirit  are 
eminently  elevated  and  Christian. 

The  controversial  attitude  of  a  work  of  this  kind  towards  the 
late  Dr.  Taylor  seems  to  us  entirely  inexplicable  and  unfortunate. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  introducing  any  such  reference  at  all  in 
a  college  text-book.  The  author  does  not  attempt  to  give  any 
other  than  the  most  general  classification  of  ethical  theories.     His 

♦  Moral  Philoiophy;  or,  the  Science  of  Obligation.  By  James  H.  Fairchild, 
Prendent  of  Oberlin  College.    New  York:  Sheldon  ft  Ga     1S69. 
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■eleetioD  is  narrow  even  from  English  writers,  and  his  notices  of 
those  are  merely  casnal  and  unsatisfactory.  That  the  views  of 
a  single  American  theologian,  whose  doctrines  and  influence  on 
so  many  points  were  so  nearly  akin  to  those  of  the  Oberlin 
school,  should  have  been  singled  out  for  adverse  criticism  in  a 
work  designed  for  elementary  studies,  seems  to  us  an  offense 
against  good  taste  and  good  feeling,  and  to  exemplify  a  provincial 
toidency  which  we  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  Oberlin  gentle- 
men, and  especially  their  catholic  minded  President,  had  altogeth- 
er outgrown. 

President  Fairchild  writes  as  follows :  ^  Of  those  which  account 
happiness  the  supreme  good,  there  are  again  two  classes ;  first, 
the  theories  which  represent  one's  own  happiness  as  the  ultimate 
aim  and  grand  motive  of  all  virtuous  action ;  *and  secondly,  those 
which  regard  the  happiness  of  all  general  well-being,  as  the  end. 
Of  the  writers  that  have  maintained  the  first  view,  Paley  in 
England,  and  Dr.  Taylor  of  New  Haven,  may  be  taken  as  repre- 
sentatives. The  second  view  has  been  maintained  by  Priestly  and 
Bentham  in  England,  Jouffroy  in  France,  and  Presidents  Edwards, 
Dwigbt,  and  Finney  in  America,  with  others  less  prominent. 
Each  of  these  writers  has  his  peculiar  views  and  modes  of  state- 
ment, but  the  theories  may  still  be  embraced  in  two  general 
classes.'^    pp.  104,  6. 

In  another  passage  he  speaks  of  the  second  class  of  theories  as 
those  **  which  make  happiness  the  sole  good,  but  find  the  grand 
motive  for  action  not  in  self-love  or  desire  of  good,  but  in  the 
value  of  the  good  wherever  perceived.  All  good  is  to  be  chosen 
and  pursued ;  and  this  choice  of  good  is  benevolence,  which  alone 
is  virtuous  action.  Many  writers  have  failed  to  distinguish  be- 
tween these  two  classes  of  theories,  and  have  applied  to  them 
both  the  term  utilitarianism,  which  is  no  more  applicable  to  the 
doctrine  of  benevolence,  as  set  forth  by  President  Edwards  and 
President  Finney,  than  to  the  transcendental  views  of  Zeno  and 
Kant."    p.  118. 

Of  this  classification  we  observe  that  the  points  of  opposition  be- 
tween the  two  classes  are  not  necessarily  exclusive  of  another. 
Neither  President  Edwards,  nor  Dr.  Dwight,  nor  Dr.  Taylor, 
would  have  contended  that  ^'  the  desire  of  one*s  own  happiness  as 
the  ulthnate  aim  and  grand  motive  of  all  virtuous  action  "  in  the 
sense  in  which  they  used  these  or  similar  phrases — were  exclusive  of 
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or  antagonist  to  "  a  r^ard  to  the  happiness  of  all  and  general 
well-being  as  the  end." 

Next,  the  olassification  according  to  which  Dr.  Taylor  is  jdaoed 
with  Paley,  and  separated  ^m  Dwight  and  Edwards,  seems  to 
us  entirely  arbitrary  and  unwarranted.  All  the  pupils  of  Dr. 
Taylor  know,  and  the  readers  of  Dr.  Taylor's  writings  ought  to 
be  able  to  discover,  that  the  system  of  Dr.  Taylor  was  totally 
opposed  to  that  of  Paley  in  its  so  called  utilitarian  characteristic : 
that  the  ''  for  the  sake  of  everlasting  happiness ''  of  Paley  stands 
for  an  entirely  different  motive  from  **  the  acting  from  a  regard  to 
their  own  well-being "  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Taylor. ,  An  attorney 
trying  a  case  before  a  country  justice  might  argue  that  the  passa- 
ges quoted  from  the  two  proved  a  coincidence  in  their  theories, 
but  no  person  who  had  studied  the  systems  of  both  writers 
ought  to  confound  the  two,  so  far  as  their  doctrine  of  the  desire 
of  happiness  is  concerned,  much  less  in  respect  to  the  spirit  of 
their  teachings. 

The  separation  of  Dr.  Taylor  from  Drs.  Dwight  and  Edwards, 
is,  in  our  view,  equally  unwarrantable.  The  views  of  Dr.  Dwight 
may  be  found  in  his  System  of  Theology,  Sermons  97,  98,  and  99, 
the  last  of  which  is  entitled  ''  Utility  the  Foundation  of  Virtue,** 
and  in  this  the  doctrine  is  explained  and  defended,  that  '^  virtue 
is  founded  in  utility.'^^  It  is  true  that  Dr.  Dwight  did  not  raise 
distinctly  the  questions  which  Dr.  Taylor  answers  in  respect  to  the 
universal  and  frindamental  character  of  the  generic  subjective 
desire  of  happiness,  which  is  common  to  all  special  desires,  and 
establishes  a  relation  to  itself  which  is  common  to  every  objective 
motive,  but  his  doctrine  was  the  same  in  principle,  and  is  ocoa. 
sionally  announced  in  words.  In  Sermon  97,  the  truly  good  man 
is  described  as  one  '*  who  seeks  his  happiness  in  doing  good.'' 
President  Edwards  subjects  the  question  to  a  more  careful  analy- 
sis with  the  following  results,  which  we  give  in  his  own  language : 
"  Negatively,  charity  or  the  spirit  of  Christian  love  is  not  con- 
trary to  all  self-love.  It  is  not  a  thing  contrary  to  Christianity 
that  a  man  should  love,  or  which  is  the  same  thing,  should  love 
his  own  happiness."  ^  That  a  man  should  love  his  own  happi- 
ness b  as  necessary  to  his  nature  as  the  faculty  of  will  is ;  and  it 
is  impossible  that  such  a  love  should  be  destroyed  in  any  other 
way  than  by  destroying  his  own  being.  The  saints  love  their  own 
happiness.  Tea,  those  that  are  perfect  in  happiness,  the  saints 
and  angels  in  heaven,  love  their  own  happiness ;  otherwise  that 
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happiiieRS  which  Gk>d  hath  giren  them  would  be  no  happiness  to 
them ;  for  that  whioh  any  one  4oe8  not  love,  he  cannot  enjoy  any 
happiness  in.'' 

Affirmatively — '*the  inordinatenees  of  self-love  does  not  consist 
in  onr  love  of  oar  own  happiness  being  absolutely  censidered  too 
great  in  degree.  ^  I  do  not  suppose  it  can  be  said  of  any,  that  their 
love  to  their  own  happiness^  if  we  consider  that  love  absolutely 
and  not  comparatively,  can  be  in  too  high  a  degree,  or  tjiat  it  is 
a  thing  that  is  liable  either  to  increase  or  diraunition.  For  I 
apprehend  that  self  love,  in  tnls  sense,  is  not  a  result  of  the  fall 
but  is  necessary,  and  what  belongs  to  the  nature  of  all  intelligent 
beings,  and  that  God  has  made  it  alike  in  all ;  and  that  saints  and 
sinners,  and  all  alike,  love  happiness,  and  have  the  same  unaltera- 
ble and  instinctive  inclination  to  desire  and  seek  it.'' 

^^  A  man  may  love  himself  as  much  as  one  can,  and  may  be  in 
the  exercise  of  a  high  degree  of  love  to  hifi  own  happiness,  cease- 
lessly longing  for  it,  and  yet  he  may  so  place  that  happiness,  that 
in  the  very  act  of  seeking  it  he  may  be  in  the  high  exercise  of  love 
to  €k>d ;  as,  for  example,  when  the  happiness  that  he  longs  for  is  to 
enjoy  Gk)d,  or  to  behold  his  glory,  or  to  hold  communion  with 
God,  or  a  man  may  place  his  hJ4:>piness  in  glorifying  God.  It  may 
seem  to  him  the  greatest  happiness  that  he  can  conceive  of,  to  give 
God  glory  as  he  may  do,  and  he  may  long  for  this  happiness. 
And  in  longing  for  it,  he  loves  that  which  he  looks  on  as  his  hap- 
piness ;  for  if  he  did  not  love  what  in  this  case  he  esteemed  his 
own  happiness,  he  would  not  long  for  it,  abd  to  love  his  own  hap* 
piness  is  to  love  himselC  And  yet,  in  the  same  act,  he  loves  God 
because  he  places  his  happiness  in  Gk>d,  for  nothing  can  more 
properly  be  oiUled  love  to  any  being  or  thing,  than  to  place  our 
happiness  in  it.  And  so  persons  may  place  their  happiness  con- 
sideraNy  in  the  good  of  others^  their  neighbors  for  instance^  and 
desiring  the  haui^ness  that  consists  in  seeking  their  good^  they 
mayy  in  seeking  it^  love-themseheSf  and  their  own  happiness.^* 
Charity  and  its  Fruits.  220-289  passim.  We  have  no  room  to 
comment  on  the  other  criticisms  of  the  author  upon  Dr.  Taylor's 
theory.  Nor  need  we,  for  if  he  fundamentally  mi(»conceives  it 
in  its  relation  to  that  of  President  Edwards,  it  will  occasion  no 
surprise  that  he  should  misunderstand  or  misrepresent  it  in  other 
aspects. 
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Prof.  Basoom^s  "Pbinciplbs  of  Pbychologt'^  gives  ample 
indications  of  active  and  iudependent  thinking  in  the  right 
direction.  In  all  the  positions  which  he  takes  he  is  directly 
opposed  to  the  sensational  and  associatioual  systems  which  are 
just  now  so  much  in  fashion,  and  are  at  once  so  plausible  at  the 
first  view,  and  so  nnsatisiiEU^tory  on  closer  inspection.  Many  of 
the  fundamenial  assumptions  of  these  systems  are  ably  exposed, 
and  the  material  analogies  by  which  they  have  been  occasioned  are 
clearly  pointed  out  and  satisfactorily  set  aside.  On  several  single 
topics  the  author  has  made  good  positions,  which  he  has  ably  de- 
fended. The  work  was  not  designed  to  serve  as  a  complete  dis- 
cussion of  the  whole  subject  so  much  as  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
a  system,  and  in  a  general  way  to  indicate  their  application  to  a 
few  classes  of  facts,  and  of  questions  in  dispute.  It  is  therefore 
rather  a  series  of  Essays  or  Studies  in  the  Science  of  Psychology, 
than  a  complete  exhibition  of  the  Science  itself.  The  writer  of  a 
book  of  this  sort  gains  to  himself  an  advantage  in  that  he  is  ex- 
empt from  the  obligation  to  work  out  in  detail  all  the  inferences 
and  applications  of  his  principles,  and  to  show  their  consistency 
with  the  facts  of  experience.  Then  he  may  allow  himself  a  far 
more  liberal  use  of  figurative  language  than  is  accorded  to  a 
writer  whose  problem  holds  him  to  a  diction  that  is  more  strict 
and  severe.  We  observe  that  Professor  Bascom  has  avuled  him- 
self very  freely  of  the  last  named  liberty  ;  to  an  extent  which 
many  critics  would  scarcely  approve.  We  do  not  believe  in 
hypercriticism  upon  such  a  point,  and  would  by  no  means  reject 
metaphorical  language  in  the  service  of  philosophy.  Nor  would  we 
restrict  a  writer  from  following  the  bent  of  his  own  genius  in  the 
choice  of  the  metaphors  which  he  thinks  fit  to  employ,  provided 
the  metaphors  do  not  mislead,  and  are  never  made  the  substitutes 
for  careful  analysis  and  systematic  coherence.  We  dare  not 
assert  that  Professor  Bascom  is  never  misled  by  the  exuberance  of 
his  own  fancy  and  the  confidence  of  his  own  active  and  eager  intel- 
lect to  iise  expressions  which  ofiend  even  a  very  catholic  taste,  and 
deceive  his  own  honest  mind.  Such  phrases  as  ^^  eross-lots^'*^  and 
"  log-chained  with  logical  rekUions,^^  do  not  help  any  argument, 
nor  do  they  please  the  taste  of  ordinary  men. 

We  find  some  difficulty  in   determining  and   accepting  the 

♦  Ths  Principle  of  P»ychologj/,    By  JoH!f  Bascom,  Professor  in  Williams 
CuUege.    New  York:  O.  P.  Putnaai  A  Son.     1869. 
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Milhor^s  doctrine  of  the  nature  of  consoioasnefis.  On  page  17, 
he  flays,  *'  Conscionsness  is  eommensurcUe  with  ail  mental  ntates 
and  aots.  It  accompanies  feeling  as  thinking,  and  volition  as 
much  as  either.  The  only  possible  way  in  which  a  mental  state  or 
act  can  be  testified  to,  is  by  consciousness."  ^^  ConsdouBness  is 
neither  a  knowing,  nor  a  feeling,  nor  a  willing;  is  neither  tliis  nor 
that  mental  act,  but  a  condition  common  to  them  all,  a  ^eld  in 
¥McA  they  appear^  in  which  they  arise  and  make  proof  of  their 
existence."  **  Consciousness  gives — we  use  familar  language,  a 
more  careful  expression  would  be,  in  consciousness  is  fotmd— the 
mere  fact  of  a  mental  state,  whether  one  of  thought,  feeling,  or 
volition." 

On  page  1 8,  he  speaks  of  *'  wrongly  regarding  consciousness 
as  a  faculty  giving  direct  testimony  to  certain  things,  instead  of 
something  involved  in  the  very  ^sict  of  knowing  and  feeling, 
making  them  what  they  are."  Still  further :  ''  It  is  with  most  an 
unusual  effort  of  mind  to  direct  attention  to  interior  phenomena  f^^ 
and  again,  *'  Neither  are  the  several  phases  of  mind  observed  as 
transpiring,  but  as  remembered." 

On  page  80,  afler  insisting  on  page  29  that  consciousness  not 
only  is  not  a  form  of  knowing,  nor  the  power  a  faculty  of  know^ 
ing,  but  that  it  has  no  more  to  do  with  knowing  than  with  feel- 
ing, so  that  we  might  as  properly  say,  *'*'  we  feel  that  we  knpw,^' 
or  that  ^'  we  know  that  we  feel ;"  he  proceeds  to  assert,  *'  mind,  by 
virtue  of  its  own  nature  as  mind,  does  and  suffers  what  it  does  and 
suffers,  consciously  under  this  simple,  peculiar,  and  inexplicable 
condition  of  being  aware  of  its  own  aots^  etcP 

On  page  50,  in  speaking  of  the  faculties  of  the  intellect  and  of 
sense  as  the  first  class  of  these  faculties,  he  thus  defines :  *'  The 
sense  includes  two  and  quite  diverse  sources  of  knowledge^  the 
power  of  perception,  and  the  immediate  cognizance  which  the 
mind  has  of  its  own  states,"  asserting  most  clearly  that  whether 
consciousness  be  a  power  of  knowledge  or  not,  there  is  a  power 
by  which  we  do  know  these  states. 

But  on  page  76,  he  calls  this  very  inner  sense  by  the  name  of 
eonsetonsness,  and  says,  *^  Consciousness,  or  the  inner  sense,  the 
remiuning  means  of  a  direct  knowledge  of  phenomena,  requires  but 
a  brief  notice ;"  and  then,  in  the  second  sentence  after,  ''  sell-con- 
sciousness, or  consciousness  or  the  inner  sense,  is  not  a  method  of 
the  mind's  action,  is  not  a  faculty  of  perception."  And  again. 
**  We  cannot  readily  speak  of  this  knowledge  which  the  mind  has 
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of  its  owD  phases  of  activity,  without  seeming  to  implj  more 
than  we  intend ;  to  impl j  au  explicit  form  or  faculty,  or  means  of 
knowing.'* 

On  pages  164,  5,  6,  the  author  endeavors  to  explain  what  he 
contends  is  the  necessary  "  confusion  of  language,*'  by  making 
consciousness  to  be  one  of  the  regtdative  ideae  of  the  reason. 
The  rea<^ons  for  this  view  are,  that  as  an  essential  condition  of 
mental  or  physical  phenomena  it  is  analogous  to  space  in  its  rela- 
tion to  material  objects.  "  What  space  is  to  material  figu)ts,  con- 
sciousness is  to  intellectual  facts,  the  interpreting  light  under 
which  they  occur.  The  words  we  constantly  apply  to  it  recog- 
nize this  relation — we  say,  *  the  field  of  consciousness,'  '  trans- 
piring in  consciousness,'  *  coming  up  into  the  light  of  conscious- 
ness,' '  the  flow  of  Consciousness ' — that  is  of  thought,  feeling  in 
consciousness.  These  and  like  expressions  are  shaped  under  an 
image  in  which  consciousness  is  presented  as  an  arena  of  mental 
movements,  as  is  space  of  physical  events."  There  is  much  more 
to  the  same  purport  in  which  we  are  struck  with  the  singular 
facility  with  which  the  writer  interchanges  the  language  of 
imagery  with  the  language  of  science,  and  leaps  from  loose  re- 
semblances to  well-grounded  analogies.  The  reason  why  space 
should  be  classed  among  what  in  the  language  of  Kant  are  called 
regulative  ideas,  and  why  consciousness  should  not  be  so  classed, 
in  our  opinion,  lies  in  this — that  space,  or  its  relations,  belongs  to 
the  class  which  he  denominates  ^^  synthetic  ideas,  a  priori ;"  the 
difference,  when  expressed  in  other  language,  being  that  space  is 
necessary,  a  priori,  to  the  conception  of  matter,  because  we 
necessarily  presuppose  it  in  order  that  any  conception  of  matter 
may  be  possible,  wliile  consciousness  is  found  by  the  analysis  of 
mental  phenomena  to  be  an  element  constantly  present,  and  there- 
fore always  evolved  from  an  analysis  of  a  mental  state.  It  is  not 
known,  a  priori,  to  be  a  condition  essential  to  the  conception  of 
mental  phenomena,  but  only  actually  observed  to  be  a  constituent 
attendant  in  fact. 

We  are  by  no  means  certain  that  this  distinction  will  satisfy  the 
author  that  he  has  inadvertently  classed  consciousness  among  the 
ideas  of  the  Reason.  On  our  part,  we  must  confess  ourselves 
entirely  unconvinced  that  the  consciousness  which  is  so  often 
spoken  of  by  him  as  that  which  is  *^  aware  of,"  *'  testifies  of,'* 
^^  takes  immediate  cognisance  of,"  ^^  observes,"  '^  directs  attention 
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to,"  "is  the  means  of  a  direct  knowledge  of"   the  mental  or 
peychical  state,  is  neither  an  act  nor  a  power  of  knowledge. 

Whether  the  criticism  which  we  have  offered  only  results 
'^from  the  facile  application  of  previous  opinions  to  detached 
points,^  or  whether  it  proceeds  from  a  "  discussion  of  the  prin- 
ciplei*  involved,  less  penetrative  and  systematic  than  that  here 
presented  "  by  the  author,  we  must  leave  others  to  decide. 

Lkckt'b  History  of  Eitropban  Morals.* — ^These  two  volumes 
exhibit  abundant  evidence  of  very  ex  tensive*  and  various  reading, 
and  of  rapid  and  rather  superficial  generalization ;  the  results  of 
which  are  expressed  in  a  very  clear  but  somewhat  artificial  style. 
The  History  of  European  Morals  may  not  be  as  brilliant  or  as 
thoughtful  as  the  History  of  Rationalism,  but  it  gives  evidence  of 
the  same  superior  powers  which  caused  that  work  to  produce  so 
profound  an  impression.  If  judged  of  by  the  promise  of  its  title, 
however,  it  can  by  no  means  be  pronounced  a  superior  work.  As 
a  history  of  the  theory  of  morals,  it  has  few  claims  to  considera- 
tion. As  a  history  of  the  practical  doctrines,  or  of  the  practices  of 
Christendom,  it  is  singularly  unfaithful  to  its  theme,  abounding  as 
it  does  in  extraneous  matter,  and  wandering  off  into  manifold  dis- 
cussions which  are  far  from  being  pertinent  to  the  subject.  The 
title  of  the  book  should  be,  a  Discourse  on  the  influence  of 
Christianity  upon  the  Morals  of  Europe,  being  ati  argument  to 
show  that  from  both  the  good  which  it  achieved  and  failed  to 
achieve,  its  claims  to  supernatural  origin  are  not  made  good.  This 
position  is  nowhere  distinctly  avowed.  Indeed,  the  author 
seems  to  shrink  from  avowing  what  his  own  opinion  is — giving  the 
impression,  notwithstanding  other  tokens  of  a  frank  and  noble 
mind,  that  he  dares  not  take  bis  position  and  come  squarely  up  to 
it  and  defend  it.  He  insinuates  rather  than  asserts,  he  intimates 
rather  than  argues.  When  he  seems  brought  by  the  force  of  his 
own  arguments  very  nearly  to  the  point  of  avowing  a  conclusion, 
be  turns  off  the  attention  of  the  reader  in  the  opposite  direction^ 
by  some  vague  declamation,  or  surprises  him  by  some  concession 
which  was  the  last  thing  which  in  such  a  connection  the  reader 
would  look  for.  In  short,  the  whole  tone  of  the  author,  with  re- 
spect to  the  question  which  he  is  all  the  while  arguing,  is  timid  and 

*  IRttory  of  European  MoraU  from  AtuniatuM  to  Charlimagne,    By  Wiliiam 
Eampolb Lxo&T,  Bi.  A.    Two  Yolumes.    New  York:  D.  Appleton  A  Co.    1S70. 
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evasive,  and  clearly  shows,  either  that  he  has  not  formed  definite 
opinions  upon  the  most  important  positions  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject which  he  discasses,  or  has  not  the  manliness  to  avow  them. 
One  conspicuous  instance  of  this  cannot  escape  the  most  superficial 
reader.  Chapter  IIL  he  devotes  to  the  conversion  of  Rome,  oocupj- 
ing  one  hundred  and  fifty  p^es  exclusively  with  this  subject,  giv- 
ing pause  the  meanwhile  to  the  History  of  Morals  in  Europe. 
Most  of  this  chapter  is  occupied  with  the  consideration  of  the 
"  Theory  which  attributes  the  conversion  of  the  Empire  to  the  evi- 
deuces  of  Miracles."  In  the  discussion  of  this  topic  he  takes 
ground  in  regard  to  the  influence  and  credibility  of  miracles  which 
would  be  entirely  incompatible  with  the  truth  of  the  gospel  history. 
He  takes  it  so  broadly,  and  reaffirms  it  so  often,  and  enforces  and 
reinforces  it  by  such  a  variety  of  considerations  as  to  leave  the 
impression  that  it  would  be  the  height  of  unreason  for  any  sane 
man  to  believe  that  the  gospel  records  are  true.  And  yet  he  is 
careful  to  call  the  attention  of  his  readers  to  the  fact  that  the 
origin  of  Christianity  does  not  come  within  the  range  of  his  argu- 
ment ;  that  he  is  concerned  only  with  its  progress  in  the  third 
century,  and  the  miracles  by  which  some  believe  it  to  have  been 
uded  at  that  late  period.  But  he  does  not  remind  them,  that  the 
positions  which  he  has  taken  in  respect  to  their  credibility  would 
be  fatal  to  their  reception  when  reported  by  any  class  of  witnesses, 
and  in  support  of  any  doctrines.  At  this  juncture  he  treata  his 
readers,  on  pp.  412-13,  to  one  of  the  most  eloquent,  as  it  is  one  of 
the  most  truthful,  passages  of  the  work,  on  the  manifold  adapta- 
tions of  Chrbtianity  to  the  moral  and  aflectional  nature  of  man. 
But  that  a  system  so  wonderfully  fitted  to  attract  and  move  man 
oould  have  had  a  human  origin,  he  does  not  stay  to  demonstrate, 
nor  does  be  make  a  suggestion  to  support  the  theory  which  he 
manifestly  would  have  his  readers  receive  by  *^  induction,''  that  its 
origin  could  not  be  supernatural.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  understand 
why,  in  a  History  of  European  Morals,  the  question  of  the 
miraculous  in  Christianity  should  have  been  introduced  at  all^  and 
more  particularly  why,  if  its  supernatural  origin  should  have  been 
incidentally  treated,  the  peculiarities  of  Christianity  as  a  moral 
system,  should  not  have  been  fully  set  forth  and  carefully  dis- 
criminated from  those  of  the  Pagan  system,  and  the  bearing  of 
these  peculiarities  upon  its  claims  to  divine  origination  squarely 
met  and  frankly  disposed  of.  We  respect  the  manliness  if  we  do 
not  share  in  the  views  of  Theodore  Parker,  when  he  says  of  the 
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miracles  of  the  Gospels,  '*  I  oauDot  reoeive  such  facts  on  such  oti- 
deace  ;'^  as  well  as  when  he  refers  the  maryeloas  moral  sapeiiority 
of  their  doctrines  to  the  elevated  and  purified  intuitional  power  of 
the  great  teacher.  But  we  do  not  respect  the  indirection  of  a 
writer  who  drags  in  the  question  of  miracles  in  the  last  century, 
and  does  not  choose  to  face  it  as  it  presents  itself  in  the  first,  and 
only  casually  notices  the  only  aspect  of  Christianity  with  which 
he  was  directly  concerned.  Is  it  because  the  English  pluck  is 
dying  out,  or  is  it  because  the  fear  of  social  ostracism  is  so  terri- 
ble to  literary  men,  or  is  it  because  conscience  and  the  traditions 
of  childhood  still  retain  so  strong  a  hold,  that  the  Rationalism  of 
so  many  English  writers  is  indirectly  avowed  and  so  sneakingly 
defended  ? 

We  observe^  again,  that  in  the  prosecution  of  what  we  have 
stated  to  be  Mr.  Lecky's  real  theme,  he  dwells  at  great  length  on 
the  frightful  abuses  both  of  doctrine  and  practice  which  prevailed 
in  the  Christian  church,  and  werejsanctioned  by  its  leading  teach- 
ers and  rulers.  The  picture,  as  he  presents  it,  is  at  once  disgust- 
ing and  revolting  in  the  extreme.  These  details,  we  are  sorry  to 
say,  are  so  presented,  and  the  argument  founded  on  them  is  so 
managed  as  to  enforce  the  impression  that  the  system  and  the 
society  which  could  err  so  grossly  and  so  perseveringly  in  respect 
to  points  of  such  great  importance,  could  lay  no  claim  to  divine 
origination  or  superintendence.  We  would  remind  our  readers, 
and  would  like  to  be  able  to  suggest  to  all  the  readers  of  Mr. 
Lecky's  History,  that  the  moral  perversions  and  corruptions  of 
morals  in  the  early  Christian  church,  are  as  fully  exposed  and  as 
impressively  set  forth  by  modern  Christian  writers  as  they  are  by 
this  half  paganized,  ethical  critic  of  the  school  of  Shaftesbury — 
that  among  others  the  well  known  Isaac  Taylor  has  dwelt  upon 
them  as  fully  and  as  frankly  as  Mr.  Lecky,  but  with  a  different  ap- 
plication of  the  facts  to  the  argument  than  that  which  is  insinuated, 
but  not  avowed,  by  the  latter. 

Mr.  Lecky  belongs  to  a  peculiar  school  of  historical  writers, 
whose  numbers  are  increasing,  and  whose  influence  is  rapidly  aug- 
mented in  English  literature,  of  whom  Buckle  and  Draper  are 
repiesentatives;  who  are  enormous  readers,  hasty  generalizers* 
superficial  critics,  credulous  receivers  of  second-band  facts  and  in- 
ferences,— men  who  owe  in  part  their  ability  to  make  an  im 
pression  as  writers  by  the  very  recklessness  with  which  they  use 
£EU3ts,  provided  they  are  effective  in  an  ambitious  period,  or  round 
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oat  a  defective  argument.  Their  attitude  toward  Chrstianity  i» 
decorons  and  respectful — nay,  it  is  emphatically  euch,  becauRe 
they  conceal  their  real  opinions,  and  rathei*  insinuate  than  declare 
them  out  of  the  very  excess  of  their  candor  and  moral  refinement. 
We  do  not  know  which  to  dislike  the  most,  the  infidelity  which 
they  hesitate  to  avow,  or  the  want  of  manliness  which  they  cannot 
conceal.        ' 

We  ought  not  to  omit  the  very  long  introductory  discussion 
upon  ethical  theories  with  which  the  author  begins  his  history 
The  anthor^s  want  of  critical  ability  and  of'  pliilosophical  dis- 
crimination is  most  obvious  in  his  treatment  of  this  topic.  His 
failures  to  do  justice  to  the  doctrines  which  he  rejects  is  very  con- 
spicuous, when  it  is  compared  with  that  of  any  able  historian  of 
ethical  systems — whether  English  or  German.  Kant,  for  ex- 
ample, belongs  to  the  same  ethical  school  with  Mr.  Lecky,  but 
Kant's  representations  of  the  doctrines  of  the  opposite  party  are 
immeasurably  more  profound  and  just  than  those  of  the  latter. 
While  in  the  last  there  are  abundant  quotations,  much  parade  of 
reading,  and  no  little  plausibility  in  the  impression  which  he 
makes,  there  is  the  most  decisive  evidence  that  he  is  not  at  home 
in  the  field  in  which  he  so  ambitiously  bears  himself  with  such 
assured  confidence. 

It  is  not  to  be  overlooked,  that  Mr,  Lecky,  like  Miss  Cobbe,  the 
author  of  the  **  Essay  upon  Intuitive  Morals,"  really,  though  not 
avowedly,  urges  the  Kantian  theory  in  its  Anti-Christian  appli- 
cation in  the  introduction,  and  throughout  his  entire  treatise. 

Pbofessob  Everett's  "Science  op  Thought"*  is  not  a 
System  of  Logic  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  phrase  as  it  is  used 
by  English  students.  It  is  not  a  treatise  upon  the  Art  of  Deduc- 
tion or  the  Methods  of  Induction,  nor  upon  "  the  Science  of  the 
Laws  of  Thought  as  Thought,"  as  Logic  is  defined  by  Hamilton. 
In  the  language  of  the  author,  it  is  the  Science  of  Sciences — or 
^Hhe  Science  of  those  generalized  conceptions  and  relations 
which  are  present  in  all  the  Sciences."  This  Science,  as  thus 
treated,  is  coincident  with  Metaphysics  whenever  Metaphysics  is 
either  intelligently  or  carefully  discriminated  from  Logic  on  the 
one  hand,  or  the  ultimate  principles  of  a  special  Science  on  the  other 

*  7%$  Seienee  of  Thought;  A  System  of  Logic.  Bj  Cha&lss  Carboll 
Etkbbtt.    Boaton :  Winiam  v.  Spencer.    1S69. 
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hand.  The  abundant  and  varied  applications  of  this  First  Science, 
first  of  all  to  the  methods  of  reasoning,  and  next  to  the  special 
Sciences  which  are  arranged  under  its  categories,  is  the  justifica- 
tion of  the  author  for  calling  his  work  '^  The  Science  of  Logie.*' 
In  this  he  follows  Hegel,  who  has  been  followed  bj  a  great  num- 
ber of  German  writers.  Not  onlj  does  he  follow  Hegel  in  this 
respect,  but  he  avowedly  adopts  his  method  of  developing 
the  Science,  as  well  as  in  many  of  his  special  doctrines.  That 
he  does  not  do  this  blindly  or  implicilly,  is  manifest  from  his 
original  method  of  treating  many  themes,  and  from  some  im- 
portant deviations  from  Hegel's  own  doctrines.  The  work  is  ad- 
mirably written,  so  far  as  simplicity  and  finish  of  style,  variety  of 
illustrations,  and  amplitude  of  knowledge  are  concerned.  No 
reader  who  is  competent  to  understand  the  volume,  can  fail  to  be 
delighted  with  much  that  it  contains.  The  Hegelian  method  of 
beginning  with  the  highest  generalizations  is,  in  our  view,  prac- 
tically objectionable,  because  it  frightens  many  a  reader  at  the 
outset  who  is  fully  qualified  to  understand  the  subject  when  differ- 
ently treated,  and  because  it  exposes  him  to  be  misled  by  fanciful 
analogies.  No  writer  has  the  confiding  reader  so  completely 
in  his  power  as  the  dealer  in  nebulous  abstractions,  if  only  he  can 
make  them  iridescent  with  the  varied  hues  reflected  from  a  brill- 
iant imagination,  and  apparently  real  by  the  multiform  shadows 
east  upon  them  by  skillfully  managed  illustrations.  Cloudland 
is  thus  not  only  made  a  gorgeous  land  to  the  admiring  pupil,  but 
it  is  easily  confounded  with  solid  land  when  it  is  passed  off  as 
such  by  dexterous  manipulations  which  often  may  deceive  even 
the  magician  himselC 

We  have  neither  room  nor  inclination  for  special  criticisms  upon 
the  volume  before  us.  To  be  at  all  satisfactory,  they  must  be 
given  at  length.  Reserving  to  ourselves  the  liberty  to  do  this 
on  another  occasion,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the 
volume  as  one  of  marked  ability  and  interest  to  the  students  of 
Philosophy. 
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HI8TOBICAL   AND  BIOGRAPHICAL. 

MomrsuN's  History  of  Rome.*— This  work,  at  its  first  appear- 
ance, seventeen  or  eighteen  years  ago,  took  the  German  public  by 
surprise.  Its  aothor  was  known  as  a  learned  and  profbnnd  inves- 
tigator in  the  fields  of  Roman  law,  history,  and  archaeology.  But 
few  probably  had  suspected  the  force  and  fire  that  he  had  in  him. 
The  powers  evinced  in  this  history,  the  masterly  grouping  and 
massing  of  his  material,  the  skill  with  which  he  subordinates  de- 
tails to  general  effects,  the  vivid  reality  of  his  conceptions,  the 
glowing  intensity  of  his  language, — these  are  qualities  very  differ- 
ent from  those  which  we  are  wont  to  associate  with  the  legist  and 
the  antiquarian.  The  book  was  intended  to  be  popular  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  word,  one  that  could  be  read  and  understood  by  all 
persons  of  sufficient  intelligence  to  feel  a  real  interest  in  its  sub- 
ject. The  author  throws  aside  his  whole  apparatus  of  learned  re- 
search, and  addresses  himself  to  the  task  of  setting  forth  in  the 
simplest,  clearest,  most  effective  way  the  results  of  bis  study,  the 
view  of  Roman  antiquity  which  he  has  been  led  to  form  in  his 
own  mind.  He  gives  very  few  notes  and  fewer  references  to  authori- 
ties. He  carries  on  no  polemic,  either  against  prevailing  opinions 
from  which  he  finds  occasion  to  dissent,  or  in  vindication  of  opin- 
ions which  are  peculiar  to  himself.  He  trusts  to  the  general  im- 
pression of  coherence,  harmony,  and  probability  which  his  views 
presented  in  order  will  make  on  the  mind  of  the  reader.  It  is  not 
to  be  denied  that  this  method  has  certain  advantages  over  that  of 
Orote  and  Arnold,  who  allow  us  to  see  something  of  the  nature 
and  degree  of  the  evidence  on  which  their  statements  are  founded, 
and,  where  opinions  vary,  something  of  the  arguments  by  which 
they  are  supported.  Unity  of  effect  and  distinctness  of  impression 
are  doubtless  more  or  less  impaired  by  this  process  of  criticism. 
Yet  we  must  confess  a  preference,  on  the  whole,  for  the  less  brill- 
iant and  impressive  method.  We  like  to  know  the  character  of 
the  ground  which  we  have  to  traverse,  whether  it  is  a  rock  on 
which  we  may  tread  firmly,  or  a  bog  which  may  give  way  under 
our  footsteps.  We  wish  to  have  the  means  of  distinguishing  what 

*  Hu  Hi$tory  of  B^nu,  By  Thsodoe  Momcsiif ;  translated,  with  the  aoihoi^s 
■anetion  and  additions,  by  the  ReT.  William  P.  Dickson,  D.  D.  With  a  preface 
by  Dr.  LnoNBAan  ScHiim.  New  Edition,  in  four  Tolomes.  Yolnme  I.  New 
York:  Charles  Scribner  A  Go.,  654  Broadway.  1S60.    12mo.  pp.  six.  686. 
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is  certain  from  what  is  only  more  or  less  probable,  what  is  agreed 
in  bv  all  the  best  writers  from  what  is  pecaliar  to  one  or  two  of 
them.  And  the  effect  on  onr  mind  of  Momm«»en*s  method  is  to 
inspire  a  vagne  feeling  of  distrust,  which  is  anything  but  satia- 
ftot^ry ;  we  hesitate  to  rely  on  many  things  which,  if  a  course 
like  Qrote's  had  been  pursued,  we  might  have  seen  to  be  perfectly 
ttustworthy. 

It  can  hardly  be  said  of  Mommsen  that  he  has  a  judicial  mind. 
The  intensity  with  which  he  holds  his  main  conclusions  makes  it 
scarcely  possible  for  him  to  be  quite  impartial  as  to  matters  con- 
nected with  and  bearing  upon  them.  He  sees  everything  in  the 
light  of  those  general  opinions  and  convictions  which  he  has  been 
led  to  form.  This  is  strikingly  shown  in  his  treatment  of  Julius 
CsBsar.  He  has  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  political  sagacity 
of  Gsdsar,  as  comprehending  better  than  any  of  his  contemporaries 
the  real  circumstances  of  the  time,  its  tendencies,  necessities,  and 
possibilities.  But  from  this  he  goes  on  almost  to  the  length  of  in- 
vesting his  hero  with  political  omniscienoe  and  infallibility.  He 
vindicates  every  step  in  his  career,  as  inspired  by  profound  wis- 
dom, and  demanded  by  the  true  interests  of  the  Roman  world. 
He  fails  to  do  justice  to  the  really  able  and  honest  men  of  the 
senatorian  party.  Cicero  and  Cato  he  treats  with  undisguised 
contempt.  The  cynical  scorn  with  which  he  speaks  of  all  persons 
for  whom  he  has  conceived  a  feeling  of  dislike  is  often  unpleasing 
when  it  is  not  wholly  unjust,  and  is  an  undeniable  blemish  in  his 
history. 

The  volume  before  us  is  the  first  of  four,  and  comes  down  to  the 
dose  of  the  war  with  Pyrrhus,  and  the  subjection  of  Italy  to  the 
Roman  power.  The  history  of  the  Kings,  from  Romulus  to  Tar- 
qnin  the  Proud,  our  author  looks  upon  as  unhistorical  and  un- 
trustworthy. He  shows  it  less  respect  than  Arnold,  who  gives  us 
the  traditional  narrative,  but  in  a  quaint  quasi-Biblical  style,  which 
is  intended  to  mark  its  legendary  character.  A  similar  course 
has  been  taken  by  Dr.  Ihne  in  his  recently  published  history  of 
early  Roma  But  Mommsen  does  not  even  tell  the  story ;  he 
alludes  to  it  frequently ;  he  presupposes  an  acquaintance  with  it 
on  the  part  of  his  readers ;  but  he  omits  it  from  his  pages.  Even 
the  early  history  of  the  republic,  down  to  the  burning  of  the 
city  by  the  Gauls,  be  regards  as,  to  a  great  extent,  mythical, 
and  contents  hii^nself  with  the  merest  sketch,  touching  only 
on  events  which  stand  connected  with  constitutional  changes. 
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On  these  changes  he  is  very  full,  tracing  political  forms  and  insti- 
tutions from  their  beginnings  in  times  much  earlier  than  the 
establishment  of  the  repnblia  It  is  carious  how  much  can  be 
made  out  as  to  these  points  in  long  penods  for  which  we  have 
no  history  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word.  It  is  a  fact  which 
gives  evidence  of  that  genius  for  political  organization  which  ex- 
isted, to  a  degree  never  surpassed  (perhaps  never  equaled)  else- 
where, in  these  primitive  Italican  communities.  There  is  a  logical 
coherence  in  the  political  system  of  the  early  Romans,  and  an  or- 
derly progress  and  conservative  steadiness  about  the  changes  it 
underwent,  that  make  it  possible  to  trace  it  back  step  by  step 
through  the  twilight  of  the  mythic  and  semi-historical  periods. 
But  Mommsen  does  not  con6ne  himself  to  the  political  life  and 
progress  of  the  Romans.  Language,  Law,  Religion,  Industry, 
Trade,  Art,  Literature,  all  the  phases  of  Roman  activity  and  civili- 
zation, receive  his  attention,  and  are  discussed  with  masterly 
power.  There  is  in  these  chapters  a  fullness  of  thought,  an  inex- 
haustible wealth  of  ideas  and  suggestions,  which  make  the  book  a 
marvel  of  historic  composition. 

The  translation,  by  Dr.  Dickson,  is  one  of  the  best  which  have 
been  made  from  German  into  English ;  it  may  take  rank  with 
Carlyle's  version  of  Goethe's  Wilhelm  Meister  and  Felton's  ver- 
sion of  MenzePs  History  of  German  Literature.  It  is  described 
in  Dr.  Schmitz's  Introduction  as  a  labor  of  love  on  the  part  of  the 
translator ;  and  the  comparison  of  a  few  pages  with  the  German 
original  is  enough  to  show  that  it  has  been  made  with  uncommon 
patience  and  painstaking.  A  long  German  sentence  is  often 
broken  up  into  two  or  three  English  ones,  a  change  imperatively 
demanded  by  the  different  genius  of  the  two  languages ;  but  in 
other  respects  the  trannlator  follows  very  closely  in  the  track  of 
his  author.  The  peculiarities  of  Mommsen's  style  are  reflected 
with  much  skill  and  felicity.  This  is  the  more  creditable  to  Dr. 
Dickson,  because  those  peculiarities  are  such  as  to  impose  unusual 
difficulties  on  a  translator.  The  style  is  not  that  dignified,  decor- 
ous, conventional  mode  of  expression  which  we  find  in  most  his- 
tories. Mommsen,  like  Grote,  is  ready  to  use  any  phraseology 
which  roost  vividly  or  forcibly  expresses  his  meaning.  Hc^raws 
freely  from  the  language  of  the  club  room,  the  stock  exchange, 
the  daily  newspaper.  He  goes  beyond  Grote  in  the  freedom  with 
which  he  introduces  spicy  and  stinging  colloquialisms  which  have 
hardly  gained  a  place  for  themselves  in  polite  literature.  Dr.  Dick- 
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80D  has  enjoyed  a  peculiar  advantage  from  being  in  comma nication 
with  his  author,  who  has  examined  the  version  sheet  by  sheet, 
making  the  snggestions  and  corrections  which  seemed  to  him 
desirable.  The  reader  of  this  book  may  feel  a  confidence  seldom 
allowed  to  the  readers  of  translations,  that  he  has  before  him  the 
true  intent  and  actual  meaning  of  the  foreign  author. 

Mr.  Henry  Crarb  Robinson's  "Diary,"*  etc.,  etc.,  is  not 
equal  in  interest  to  Boswell's  Life  of  Johnson,  but  it  deserves  to 
he  ranked  with  it  for  its  importance  as  a  contribution  to  the 
Hidtory  of  Literature,  and  of  literary  men.  Mr.  Robinson  was 
not  a  Boswell  in  his  exclusive  and  long  continued  devotion  to  a 
single  hero,  but  with  many  qualities  vastly  higher  and  nobler  than 
his,  he  resembled  him  in  the  strong  and  self-forgetting  interest 
which  he  felt  for  a  succession  of  heroes  ;  beginning  with  Goethe 
and  ending  with  F.  W.  Robertson.  This  series  extended  over  a  long 
succession  of  years,  from  before  1790  to  1866.  The  temperament 
of  Robinson  was  the  reverae  of  the  nil  admirart.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  carried  his  amiable  interest  in  distinguished  men,  espe- 
cially in  men  distinguished  in  literature,  to  an  almost  childish  ex- 
treme. Being  by  good  or  bad  fortune  bom  a  dissenter,  he  was 
shut  out  from  the  University  life,  and  the  University  studies  of 
England,  but  as  a  compensation  he  went  to  Germany  in  1800, 
when  it  was  comparatively  rare  for  an  Englishman  to  think  of  the 
German  language  or  of  German  literature  at  all,  and  when  the 
rising  suns  of  German  genius  had  scarcely  sent  a  ray  of  their 
brightness  to  the  self-occupied  and  the  self-satisfied  little  island, 
which  was  then  absorbed  in  putting  down  Napoleonism  and  uphold- 
ing British  supremacy.  In  Germany  he  spent  more  than  five 
years,  became  acquainted  apparently  with  everybody  who  was 
worth  knowing,  including  Madame  de  Stael,  then  in  quasi  exile 
from  Paris ;  was  on  somewhat  familiar  terms  with  Goethe,  and  re- 
turned home  in  1805  to  be  stared  at  somewhat  as  a  visitant  from 
the  moon  or  Timbuctoo. 

He  was  for  a  while  established  as  a  writer  and  foreign  editor  for 
the  London  Times,  and  finally  entered  upon  the  practice  of  the 
law   as  Barrister.      Directly   upon   his  return  he   resumed  his 

*  Diary y  Beminiseences,  and  Correspondenee  of  Henry  Crabb  Hobinton,  Bar- 
rister at  Law,  F.  8.  A.  Selected  and  edited  by  Tbomas  SArLsa,  Ph.  D.  In  two 
Tolomea.    Boston :  Fields,  Osgood,  A  Co.    1870. 
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aoqnaintanoe  with  the  literary  men  of  England  who  had  beoome 
famous  or  who  were  just  rising  into  notioe,  and  established  him- 
aelf  on  a  more  or  less  intimate  footing  with  very  many  of  the  most 
distinguished.  Coleridge  he  knew  intimately.  In  the  family  of 
Charles  Lamb  he  was  a  frequent  visitant,  and  a  trusted  and  loving 
friend.  With  Southey  he  was  a  frequent  correspondent.  With 
Edward  Irving  and  Basil  Montague  he  associated  freely.  To 
Samuel  Rogers'  breakfasts  he  was  a  never  to  be  omitted  guest 
To  Walter  Savage  Landor  he  cleaved  with  unshaken  constancy, 
and  was  one  of  the  few  whom  Landor  trusted  when  he  distrusted 
all  the  world  beside.  Wordsworth,  however,  was  the  magnus 
Apollo  of  the  later  half  of  Robinson's  life.  He  early  gave  in  his 
adhesion  to  his  theory  of  poetry ;  he  was  his  staunch  defender  on 
all  occasions,  and  in  all  societies ;  he  was  admitted  t.o  the  most 
unreserved  familiarity  at  his  house.  For  many  years  before  the 
death  of  the  Poet,  he  made  a  Christmas  visit  at  Rydal,  and  was 
one  of  the  warmest  and  sincerest  mourners  at  the  Poet's  death. 

His  relations  to  the  Political  and  Religious  development  of  his 
time  were  intimate  and  most  interesting.  He  was  from  the  first 
a  Liberal  in  Politics,  and  associated  with  the  better  class  of  leaders 
in  every  description  of  political  and  social  progress  and  reform. 
He  was  one  of  the  foremost  among  the  founders,  and  among  the 
most  liberal  and  devoted  of  the  friends,  of  the  London  University 
and  of  University  College.  His  religious  and  theological  opin- 
ions were  singularly  unsettled  from  the  first,  and  remained  vacil- 
lating to  the  last  From  being  almost  a  follower  of  Godwin,  he 
came  at  last  to  be  a  Broad-churchman  of  the  type  of  Robertson 
and  sympathized  most  warmly  with  the  theologians  and  religionists 
of  his  school.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  life,  Robinson 
was  cheery,  sympathizing,  gentle,  hopeful,  and  earnest,  and  yet,  as 
it  would  seem,  ever  driven  by  the  genius  of  unrest 

This  long-lived  man,  who  knew  everybody,  and  was  interested 
in  everybody  and  in  everything,  kept  a  diary  with  great  minute- 
ness, wrote  an  abundance  of  long  letters,  and  recorded  in  a  familiar 
way  his  Reminiscences  of  the  more  important  events  and  person- 
ages whom  he  had  seen.  From  these  materials,  these  volumes  were 
selected  and  are  very  judiciously  edited.  They  are  an  invalua- 
ble and  most  suggestive  record  of  the  literary,  political,  religious* 
and  personal  history  of  three-fourths  of  a  century,  during  one  of 
the  most  fruitful  periods  which  the  world  has  ever  seen.  As  such 
they  will  be  considered  necessary  to  every  library. 
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Baron  BxmssN^s  Msmoibs  *  have  at  h«t  been  brooght  within 
the  reach  and  the  means  of  many  of  his  admirers,  in  this  second 
and  greatly  improved  edition.  We  say  greatly  improved,  beoanse 
it  is  60  mnch  abridged.  The  first  edition  was  too  bulky  to  be 
read  with  facility  or  pleasure,  containing  as  it  did  a  vast  amount 
of  matter  interesting  only  to  special  students  in  respect  to  his  pe- 
culiar theories,  the  political  history  and  changes  of  Great  Britain 
and  Germany,  with  many  trivial  family  and  personal  details  whidi 
might  well  be  spared  even  by  his  most  devoted  admirers.  The 
narrative  was  heavy  and  dragging,  and  the  whole  impression  of 
the  book  was  one  of  unwieldiness.  We  have  in  its  place  a  con- 
densed biography  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  modem 
times  —  liberal,  cultured,  and  earnestly  Christian,  the  friend  of 
Niebuhr  and  Arnold,  as  well  as  of  everything  that  was  good  and 
true,  having  faith  in  progress  in  Science,  Theology,  and  Politics, 
and  not  doubting  in  the  least  that  Christianity  is  the  friend  of 
progress,  and  would  in  its  turn  be  befriended  thereby. 

As  a  scholar,  Bnnsen  was  a  model  for  his  diligence,  his  enter- 
prise, and  his  manysidedness.  His  learning  was  not  always  the 
most  exact,  but  for  breadth  and  activity  he  was  an  example  worthy 
of  admiration.  As  a  statesman  he  was  honest,  open,  and  nobly 
true  to  his  faith  in  honor  and  duty  and  in  patriotic  zeal.  Though 
the  cherished  friend  of  his  King,  he  dared  to  dissent  from  his 
policy  in  church  and  state  at  critical  moments  to  both,  and  to  be 
true  to  his  own  convictions  at  the  peril  of  the  loss  of  his  place 
and  of  the  confidence  of  his  cherished  royal  friend.  As  a  Chris- 
tian he  ever  bore  nearest  to  his  heart  the  honor  of  Christ  and  the 
prosperity  of  His  Church ;  but  he  believed  that  science  and  truth 
were  the  servants  of  both,  and  should  be  liberally  and  boldly  fol- 
lowed, without  fear  of  apparent  consequences.  He  compiled  a 
book  of  hymns  for  the  service  of  public  worship,  and  for  years 
labored  at  his  Bibelwerk^  in  the  faith  that  the  Scriptures  might 
be  so  expounded  as  not  to  be  an  offense  to  scholars  and  cultivated 
men.  One  does  not  need  to  accept  his  interpretations  to  admire 
the  spirit  in  which  he  conceived  them,  nor  need  we  be  insensible  to 

*  Memoirs  of  Baton  Buwwn,  late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary of  his  Majesty  Frederick  William  IV.,  at  the  Court  of  St.  Jamet. 
Drawn  chiefly  from  Familj  Papers,  by  his  widow,  Frakcbs  Baroness  Bunskr. 
Second  Edition.  Abridged  and  Corrected.  In  Two  Yolnmes.  (12mo.)  Phil- 
adelphia:   J.  R  Uppincott  <b  Co.     1869. 
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some  striking  weaknesses  in  Hansen's  mind  and  character  in  order 
to  love  and  admire  his  manifold  excellencies,  his  beautiful  life,  and 
to  more  than  admire  his  beautiful  Christian  death. 


Thb  Autobiography  of  oourt-pbeach^b  Krummacher*  is 
given  to  the  public  in  an  English  translation — almost  within 
twelve  months  of  his  death.  It  is  a  life  in  which  many  American 
readers  will  naturairy  feel  a  strong  interest  from  their  knowl- 
edge of  the  author  and  sabject  of  it  through  his  Elijah  the 
Tishbitey  and  many  other  well  known  volumes.  The  reader  who 
is  attracted  to  it  from  his  interest  in  the  author,  will  find  an  addi- 
tional interest  awakened  from  the  fullness  and  variety  of  informa- 
tion which  it  contains  concerning  many  important  matters  per- 
taining to  the  religious  history  of  Germany  for  the  last  half  century. 
The  scene  shifls  from  Halle  to  Jena,  from  Jena  to  Frankfort  on 
the  Maine,  from  Frankfort  to  Ruhrort,  from  Ruhrort  to  the 
Wupperthal,  the  place  of  a  very  decided  and  strongly  marked  re- 
ligious activity,  from  Elberfeldt  to  Berlin  and  Potsdam,  where 
Krummacher  die«i.  In  connection  with  his  residence  in  each 
of  these  places,  the  Author  gives  lively  sketches  of  the  social 
and  religious  condition  of  the  community,  and  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished personages  with  whom  he  came  into  contact.  For 
these  reasons  his  biography  is  as  truly  a  sketch  of  his  times  as  it 
is  of  the  incidents  of  his  own  life,  and  his  portraitures  are  almost 
as  full  and  vivid  of  some  of  his  contemporaries  as  the  one  which 
he  sketches  of  himself.  Thus,  in  connection  with  his  University 
studies  at  Halle,  he  gives  his  lively  recollections  of  Niemeyer, 
Wegscheider,  Gesenius,  DeWette,  and  Knapp,  at  the  time  when 
Knapp  was  the  only  champion  of  the  Gospel  against  the  current 
Rationalism.  His  residence  at  Jena  suggests  his  recollections  of 
Fries  and  Schott,  and  the  memorable  Wartburg  festival  of  1817. 
Frankfort  on  the  Maine  recalls  full  notices  of  many  distinguished 
preachers  whose  names  are  scarcely  known  in  this  country.  His 
pastorates  in  Ruhrort  and  the  Wupperthal  open  to  us  a  view  of 
the  peculiar  religious  life  which  for  so  many  years  has  distinguish- 
ed that  portion  of  Germany.  His  residence  in  Berlin  gives  occasion 
to  very  lively  and  lifelike  sketches  of  the  preachers  with  whom  he 

*  Fredrick  WUheltn  Krummwher :  An  Autobiography.  Edited  by  his  daagb- 
ter.  Translated  by  Rer.  M.  Q.  Easton,  A.  M.  With  a  Preface  by  Professor 
Caibus,  D.  D.,  of  Borwiok.    New  York:  Robert  Carter  A  Brothers.     1869. 
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was  associated,  as  also  of  Eichhom  the  minister  of  Pablic  Instruo- 
tioD  and  Worship,  of  Schelling,  Steffens,  Twesten,  Hengsten- 
berg,  and  Neander. 

Unfortunately  these  sketches  closed  with  his  notices  of  Berlin 
in  the  Revelation  of  1848.  We  speak  advisedly  when  we  say 
that  as  a  history  of  the  times  previous,  this  autobiography  con- 
tains abundant  and  various  information  which  cannot  easily  be 
obtained  by  an  English  or  American  reader  from  any  other  source. 
This  information,  inwrought  as  it  is  with  the  personal  history  and 
experiences  of  a  prominent  preacher  who  stood  very  high  in  a 
post  of  influence  and  favor  with  the  Court,  presented  in  a 
pleasant  narrative,  imparts  to  this  book  a  peculiar  charm,  and 
entitles  it  to  a  place  on  the  same  shelf  in  the  library  with  the 
memoirs  of  Niebuhr^  Perthes,  Passavant,  and  Schleiermacher. 

D'Aubigke's  Histoby  of  thb  Reformation.* — ^The  Messrs. 
Carters  have  now  published  the  fifth  volume  of  the  second  series 
of  Dr.  Merle  D'Aubign6*s  great  work  on  the  ^  Reformation  in  the 
Sixteenth  Century.**  Two  volumes  more  will  probably  bring  the 
author  to  the  conclusion  of  the  task  which  he  has  proposed  for 
himself.  The  present  volume  traces  the  progress  of  the  Reforma- 
tion in  England  in  the  time  of  Henry  YIII. ;  and  then  resumes 
the  story  of  the  work  accomplished  in  Oeneva  by  FareVs  ministry, 
and  brings  the  history  down  to  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  John 
Calvin. 

Akcient  States  and  EHPiBES.f — Mr.  Scribner  has  published  a 
volume  with  this  title,  which  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  John 
Lord,  the  well-known  lecturer,  for  the  special  use  of  students  in 
colleges  and  schools.  The  basis  of  his  work  is  the  admirable 
History  of  the  great  monarchies  of  the  ancient  world,  by  Mr. 
Philip  Smith.  His  three  large  octavos  are  altogether  too  bulky 
for  practical  use  as  a  class-book,  and  Mr.  Lord  has  done  good  ser- 
vice to  the  community  by  condensing  and  rearranging  it. 

*  Hiiftory  of  the  Reformation  in  Europe  in  the  Time  of  Calvin,  By  J.  H. 
IfiELB  IVAoBiOMK,  D.  D.  YoL  y.  Eogland,  Oeneva,  Ferranu  New  Tork:  R. 
Carter  4;  Brothers.     1S69.     12mo.  pp.470. 

f  Ancient  Btatee  and  Empires,  for  Colleges  and  Schools.  Bj  Johw  Lord,  LL.D. 
New  Tork:  Charles  Soribner  A  Co.    1869.    Sto.  pp.  646. 
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tRAYELS. 

Across  America  and  Asia«* — Among  the  man j  points  of  in- 
terest which  are  discassed  in  this  raeritorions  and  sacoerafQl  nar- 
rative of  a  jonmey  around  the  world,  it  is  not  easy  to  select  the 
most  worthy  of  note.  The  writer  has  obviously  been  trained,  by 
his  scientific  pursuits,  to  discrimination  and  quickness  of  observa- 
tion, but  he  has  not  failed  to  keep  up  a  live  interest  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  human  society,  as  well  as  in  all  the  phenomena  of  nature; 
and  he  does  not  empIoj|r  technical  language  when  the  phrases  of 
every-day  life  serve  his  purpose  better.  There  are  occasional  in- 
dications that  he  is  indifferent  or  inattentive  to  the  details  of  lite- 
rary finish ;  but  this  gives  no  serious  blemish  to  his  work,  which 
is  an  honest,  spirited,  instructive,  and  sensible  recital  of  the  more 
remarkable  adventures  and  experiences  of  the  author  in  the  newest 
^^  diggings  "  of  the  new  world,  and  among  the  most  secluded  and 
ancient  seats  of  empire  in  the  old.  As  a  whole,  then,  we  have 
heartily  enjoyed  and  profited  by  this  volume,  as  one  of  the  most 
recent  and  most  trustworthy,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  entertain- 
ing books  of  travel  in  Arizona^  Japan,  China,  and  Siberia. 

The  pi'ofession  of  the  author  is  that  of  a  Mining  Engineer.  In 
this  capacity  he  first  went  to  our  mountainous  West,  and  under 
the  most  barbarous  circumstances  of  border  life,  abounding  in 
thrilling  excitements,  took  charge,  for  several  months,  of  a  silver 
mine.  Released  from  this  engagement  he  pursued  his  jour- 
ney through  dreary  routes  in  the  wilderness  to  California,  and 
was  there  engaged  by  an  agent  of  the  government  of  Japan— to 
go  and  examine  some  of  the  deposits  of  coal  in  that  empire.  On 
this  trip  he  was  accompanied  by  Prof.  William  P.  Blake.  The 
Japanese  explorations  were  soon  impeded  and  brought  to  a  close. 
Mr.  Pumpelly  then  went  to  China,  where  his  services  were  sought 
for  by  the  Imperial  Government  of  that  country,  and  where  again, 
after  a  brief  period,  a  change  of  policy  put  an  end  to  his  official 
inquiries.  The  overland  route  from  Pekin  to  Moscow  introduced 
the  author  to  still  new  phases  of  adventure,  and  this  portion  of 
his  narrative  is  among  the  most  fresh  and  entertaining.  The 
scientific  results  of  his  investigations  in  China  and  in  Japan  were 
printed  some  little  time  since  among  the  publications  of  the  Smith- 

*  Aero8$  America  and  Atia,  Notes  of  a  Fire  Years*  Journey  Aroand  the 
World,  aod  of  residence  in  Arhona,  Japan,  and  China.  By  Raphael  Pumpkllt. 
New  York:  Lejpoldt  <fc  Holt.    pp.  404.  Sto.     1870. 
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soDian  Institution,  bo  that  in  his  present  volume  the  writer  has  not 
felt  called  upon  to  enter  into  detail  respecting  them,  but  has  been 
free  to  comment  on  society  and  institutions,  and  the  illnstrations 
of  manners  and  customs  which  attracted  his  eye.    The  comments 
made  by  Mr.  Pumpelly,  in  respect  to  the  treatment  bestowed  by 
western  nations,  and  especially  by  the  English  and  the  Americans, 
on  the  Chinese,  and  the  light  he  throws  upon  the  modem  progress 
of  the  imperial  government,  will  be  of  special  interest  to  those  of 
our  readers  who  have  read  the  instructive  Articles  of  Dr.  Martin, 
already  printed  in  these  pages.    The  chapters  on  ^  the  Chinese  as 
Emigrants  and  Colonizers,"  and  on  *^  Western  Policy  in  China," 
abound  in  suggestions  which  should  be  read  with  attention  by  all 
who  are  studying  the  Chinese  qaestion.    Mr.  Pumpelly  in  an  ad- 
vocate of  fair-play  for  the  Chinaman,  both  in  his  own  land  and  in 
ours.     With  us,  he  thinks  the  danger  most  to  be  guarded  against 
is  the  enactment  or  continuance  of  special  legislation  with  regard 
to  Mongolians.    Everything  which  tends  to  exclude  them  from 
the  rest  of  the  community  in  the  United  States  not  only  injures 
the  character  of  the  aliens,  but  produces  among  our  own  citisens 
**  those  moral  evils  which  were  the  worst  results  of  slavery  with 
us."    These  manly  and  righteous  sentiments  in  respect  to  the 
Chinese  among  us  have  their  counterpart  in  those  brought  for- 
ward in  respect  to  the  procedure  of  the  representatives  of  this 
country.      **The  co-operative  policy,"  of  which  Sir  Frederick 
Bruce  and  Mr.  Burlingame  were  the  enlightened  framers,  is  that 
which  Mr.  Pumpelly  regards  as  most  favorable  to  the  interests 
both  of  China  and  the  outside  world.    The  extension  of  our  inter- 
course with  the  Chinese  race  depends,  in  his  opinion,  on  the  policy 
by  which  western  powers  shall  regulate  the  actions  of  their  sub- 
jects.    "Both  the  people  and  the  government  must  learn  that 
foreign  ideas  and  improvements  are  not  intended  to  overthrow  the 
national  independence  and  the  imperial  authority."   This  is  a  very 
imperfect  outline  of  Mr.  Pumpelly's  volume,  and  a  meagre  repre- 
sentation of  his  spirit,  but  we  trust  it  is  sufficient  to  attract  many 
of  our  readers  to  the  book.    They  will  find  in  it  many  laughable 
stories,  many  pithy  reflections,  occasional  allusions  to  well-know 
friends  (like  Dr.  Martin,  Mr,  Blodget,  Drs.  S.  Wells  Williams, 
Tung  Wing,  etc.),  some  interesting  cuts  and  route  maps,  a  criti- 
cal essay  by  Mr.  J.  Lafarge  on  Japanese  Art,  and  a  photo-litho- 
graphic representation  of  a  wonderful  bronze  image  of  Buddha  in 
Nirvana,  which  stands  near  Yokohama  in  Japan. 
VOL.  XXDC.  12 
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Rusktn's  '^  QiTEBN  OF  THB  AiB.*** — ^Mr.  Raskin's  peculiarities  of 
thought  and  expression  ore  so  familiar  by  this  time  to  most  read- 
ers, that  we  might  perhaps  discharge  our  duty  to  them  by  saying 
that  this  book  has  the  same  merits  and  the  same  defects  which 
have  marked  its  author's  works  heretofore.  They  would  then 
know  that  it  must  contain  many  generous  and  noble  thoughts, 
many  original  and  valuable  remarks  on  art,  some  visionary  political 
economy,  many  hasty  inferences  with  a  good  deal  of  dogmatizing^ 
and  all  expressed  in  a  style  which  here  and  there  breaks  out  into 
more  genuine  and  glowing  poetry  than  it  is  given  to  any  other 
living  writer  to  put  into  prose  sentences.  This  would  be  a  cor- 
rect idea  of  the  book ;  yet,  because  its  subject  takes  the  author 
into  a  new  fidd,  in  which  we  believe  he  has  done  no  work  for  the 
public  eye  before,  it  seems  worth  while  to  speak  more  particularly 
of  it. 

This  book,  then,  consists  of  a  discussion  of  the  myths  about 
Athena,  the  **  Queen  of  the  Air ;"  or,  more  exactly,  a  rambling 
talk  about  the  functions  of  the  air  in  the  sky  and  on  the  eanh 
with  which  are  inwoven  all  the  myths  which  can  in  any  way  be 
connected  with  the  name  of  Athena,  so  as  to  sei*ve  the  whim  of 
the  paragraph.  This  is  followed  by  a  chapter  entitled  '^Athena 
In  the  Heart,"  wherein  is  discussed  the  influence  of  what  the 
author  considers  right  principles  upon  the  life  of  nations  and  indi- 
viduals, and  here  he  brings  in  more  fully  his  theories  of  art, 
political  economy,  and  morals.  How  much  Athena  has  to  do  with 
this  discussion  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  her  name  occurs 
on  only  six  of  the  sixty-one  pages  it  occupies.  After  this,  a  few 
words  on  Greek  art,  having  for  text  a  figure  of  Herakles  on  an 
ancient  coin,  finish  the  book. 

Mr.  Ruskin  does  one  thing  that  might  be  considered  a  device  of 
cowardice  in  any  one  who  had  not  established  as  he  has  a  reputa- 
tion for  sublime  indifference  to  adverse  criticism.  He  deliberately 
rejects  and  refuses  beforehand  the  opinion  about  his  book  of  the 
only  class  of  men  who  are  qualified  to  pass  judgment  upon  the 
greater  part  of  it.  He  says  that  scholars  cannot  be  expected  to 
understand  myths — it  is  only  the  men  of  creative  and  artistic 
genius  who  can  enter  into  and  explain  them.  The  great  creative 
minds  will  of  course  endorse  his  views ;  for,  if  any  one  ventures 

•  Th$  Qu9m  of  th$  Air;  being  a  ttudj  of  the  Greek  Myths  of  Cloud  aad 
Storm.    By  John  Ruskin,  LL.D.    New  York:  Wiley  ^  Son.    1S69. 
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to  criticise  them  on  philological  grounds,  the  very  act  of  d^ing  so 
proves  his  unfitness,  on  this  principle,  for  the  undertaking.  How- 
ever, at  the  risk  of  this  self-conviction,  we  propose  to  Dotice  some 
of  the  many  errors,  inaccuracies,  and  groundless  assumptions  of 
the  book. 

His  definition  of  a  myth  is  as  follows  (p.  2) :  '^  A  myth  is  a 
story  with  a  meaning  attached  to  it,  other  than  it  seems  to  have 
at  first."  What,  then,  is  a  parable?  What  is  an  allegory? 
What  is  a  fable  ?  The  specific  difference  of  the  myth — that  it  is 
a  story  of  gods  and  heroes,  believed  by  all  who  know  it  to  have 
been  true  in  the  remote  past,  and  generally  stating  some  natural 
phenomenon  in  personal  form — has  no  place  in  this  definition. 
Again,  further  on  (p.  71)  he  uses  **myth  "  in  the  sense  of  "  type  " 
i^parently,  for  he  speaks  of  ncUurcU  myths  as  distinguished  from 
human  myths,  and  gives  the  bird  and  the  serpent  as  examples, 
representing,  the  one  '*  the  clothed  power  of  the  air,"  the  other 
"  the  clothed  power  of  the  d^ist."  It  would  be  difficult  to  find 
anywhere  a  more  beautiful  or  more  powerful  passage  than  those 
in  which  he  reproduces  the  impression  made  upon  his  sensitive 
nature  by  the  bird  and  the  serpent  (pp.  70-77) ;  yet  when  one 
reads  on  and  tries  to  find  out  what  these  animals  have  to  do  with 
the  myth  of  Athena,  he  finds  that  Mr.  Ruskin  teaches  him  noth- 
ing on  this  point.  One  sentence  (p.  78)  may  bo  quoted  to  show 
that  what  is  new  is  not  always  true  in  his  explanations.  ^The 
bird  power  is  soon  made  entirely  human  by  the  Greeks  in  their 
flying  angel  of  victory  ;  and  thenceforward  ( 1)  it  associates  itself 
with  the  Hebrew  Cherubim,  and  has  had  the  most  singular  influ- 
ence on  the  Christian  religion  by  giving  its  wings  to  render  the 
conception  of  angels  mysterious  and  untenable,  and  check  rational 
endeavor  to  determine  the  nature  of  subordinate  spiritual  agency." 

But  we  are  convicting  ourselves  of  pedantry.  Let  us  rather 
seek  to  give  the  general  impression  of  the  book  upon  us.  For 
the  scientific  understanding  of  myths,  it  is  worthless.  Those  who 
can  judge  it  as  they  read,  will  learn  almost  nothing  from  it ;  those 
who  cannot  will  only  be  confused  and  misled.  It  is  like  reading 
the  visions  of  a  hasheesh-eater.  There  is  a  throng  and  whirl  of 
strange  disconnected  ideas  and  myths,  etymologies  and  botany, 
modern  science  and  ancient  fables,  art,  history,  political  economy, 
architecture,  morals,  and  absurdly  quoted  texts  from  the  Bible,  in 
one  glorious  jumble.  The  same  name  or  figure  need  only  occur 
in  any  two  places  to  warrant  Mr.  Ruskin  in  putting  them  side  by 
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side  a«d  drawing  his  inference.  Athena  represents  the  air,  the 
wind,  the  rain,  the  life  of  plant  and  animal,  color,  the  spirit  of  cre- 
ation and  volition,  modesty,  fortitude,  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  several 
other  things.  If  any  one  will  read  §  88,  he  will  get  a  fair  idea  of 
the  author's  conception  of  method  in  the  treatment  of  his  subject. 
But  for  exquisite  beauty  of  style,  for  warm  sympathy  with  suffer- 
ing men,  and  indignation  at  folly  and  wrong,  for  delicate  sense  of 
the  beautiful  in  art  and  nature,  for  manly  avowal  of  faith  in  moral 
principles,  this  book  has  its  value,  as  has  everything  that  Mr. 
Ruskin  writes* 

The  Popb  aito  the  Council.* — Every  one  remembers  the 
famous  scene  in  the  novel  of  Ivanhoe,  when,  in  the  midst  of  the 
tournament,  a  stalwart  knight,  clad  in  black  armor,  with  his  face 
concealed  behind  his  visor,  rode  into  the  lists  and  bore  down  the 
stoutest  adversaries  by  the  weight  of  his  arm.  The  appearance  of 
this  anonymous  volume,  on  the  eve  of  the  assembling  of  the 
Roman  Council, — a  volume  in  which  the  usurpations  of  the  Bishop 
of  Rome  are  powerfully  and  effectually  assailed,  and  the  new 
dogma  of  Papal  Infallibility  is  smitten  with  heavy  strokes,  has  re- 
called the  pages  of  Scott's  romance.  Whether  the  book  be 
written,  as  it  purports  to  be,  by  liberal  Catholics,  or  by  Protest- 
ants— for  its  authorship  is  plural, — the  writers  are  men  who  are 
fully  armed,  and  fully  and  justly  confident  in  the  work  which  they 
have  undertaken.  There  may  be  occasional  mistakes,  in  the  mul- 
titude of  literary  and  historical  references,  which  are  interwoven 
in  the  discussion.  But,  in  general,  the  learning  is  as  accurate  as  it 
is  ample.  There  may  be  another  point  of  view  from  which  the 
Papacy  might  be  seen  to  be  an  institution  having  its  temporary- 
uses  and  its  important  office  in  developing  European  civilization. 
But  the  mistakes  and  iniquities  of  Popes  and  the  Papal  Court ;  the 
frauds  and  forgeries  by  which  the  Papal  authority  was  built  up  ; 
the  robbery  of  the  liberties  of  the  church  by  which  this  consum- 
mation has  been  reached,  are  here  depicted  with  a  truthful  and 
unsparing  hand.  The  revival  of  Gallicanism  is  a  hopeful  sign  of 
the  times.  It  would  seem  as  if  nothing  could  have  produced  this 
awakening  of  a  free  spirit  short  of  the  monstrous  attempt  of  the 
Jesuits  and  their  auxiliaries  to  foist  in  the  already  overburdened 

**  Hu  Pope  and  the  Council,    By  Janus.    Authorized  Translation  from  the 
Oennan.    Botton:  Roberts  Brothers.     1870.     16mo.  pp.  xx?iii.,  846. 
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creed  of  the  Latii^  ohnroh  the  dogma  of  the  Pope's  persoDsl  infhl- 
libility.  In  France,  a  spirit  of  resistance  has  been  aroused  which 
will  probably  prove  to  be  effectual  in  thwarting  the  design  of  the 
Ultramontanist  &natics.  The  Bishop  of  Orleans  confronts  Man- 
ning with  something  of  the  old  Gallican  feeling  against  trans- 
alpine despotism.  Then  the  present  work  emanates  from  Germany, 
and  is  pervaded  with  the  old  Teutonic  hostility  to  the  spiritual 
rule  of  Italians. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  the  questions  which  will  come 
before  the  Latin  Council.  We  should  require  the  space  afforded 
by  an  Article  rather  than  the  narrow  limits  of  a  book-notice,  if  we 
would  enter  into  the  questions.  If  Papal  infallibility  be  decreed,  it 
will  require  all,  and  more  than  all,  of  the  subtlety  of  the  Romish 
theologians  to  define  the  occasions  and  topics  when  the  Oracle 
speaks  ex  cathedra^  or  in  the  character  of  an  Oracle.  If  the 
Immaculate  Conception  can  be  accepted  as  a  dogma,  on  the  ipse 
dixit  of  the  Pope,  without  the  declaration  of  a  Council,  why  may 
not  any  other  dogma  be  promulgated  and  received  on  the  same 
authority,  and  why  should  not  the  theory,  on  which  the  definition 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception  by  the  bare  voice  of  the  Pope  is 
admitted,  be  also  itself  shaped  into  a  dogma  which  the  faithful 
are  bound  to  accept,  under  peril  of  perdition  ? 

Phoctlidis  Poema  Admonitorium.* — We  are  much  disap- 
pointed in  this  little  pamphlet.  We  had  never  read  the  poem  of 
Phocylides,  and  we  expected  no  little  pleasure  in  looking  over  this 
edition  and  finding  in  it  an  encouragement  and  a  help  to  the  cause 
of  classical  scholarship  in  this  country.  Instead  of  that,  we  find  it 
to  be,  we  must  say,  worse  than  useless  for  its  avowed  purpose. 
In  the  first  place,  the  misprints  in  the  Greek  text,  more  than  one 
per  page,  as  we  noticed  in  merely  reading  it  over,  almost  spoil  it 
for  use  as  a  text-book.  They  are  enough  to  puszle  and  annoy 
both  teacher  and  scholar.  Then  the  notes  are  no  help  at  all  to 
the  understanding  of  the  poem,  or  to  the  study  by  it  of  the  lan- 
guage, although  the  Greek  affords  abundant  material  for  notes  of 
both  kinds.  They  consist  mainly  of  quotations  of  parallel  pas- 
sages from  late  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  with  here  and  there  a 
moral  reflection  by  the  editor.  In  general,  let  us  say  here,  par- 
allel passages  are  of  little  use  in  notes  to  school  editions  of  classi- 

*  PhoeylidU  Poema  Admonitorium;  recog.  brevibasque  not  instr.  J.  B. 
FiuLixo,  Ph.  D.,  etc.    Andover :  W.  F.  Draper.    1869. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


182  Ifolioes  af  New  Books.  [Jan., 

cal  antborB,  tinless  they  are  either  from  writers  contemporary  with 
the  one  annotated,  so  that  they  throw  light  upon  the  use  of  words 
or  upon  the  thought  as  it  lay  in  the  mind  of  men  at  that 
time,  or  from  modem  writers  in  whom  no  imitation  of  the  classi- 
cal model  can  be  suspected.  Most  of  those  in  this  book  belong 
to  neither  class.  Finally,  the  poem  itself  is  very  poorly  adapted 
for  use  in  our  schools  or  colleges.  We  should  not  suppose  that 
any  classical  scholar  could  read  it  once  without  being  convinced 
that  it  was  a  production  of  the  Christian  era.  If  there  are  any 
lines  by  Phocylides  in  it,  they  are  buried  under  the  additions  by 
a  later  hand,  as  is  admitted  by  scholars  generally.  A  mere  series 
of  moral  precepts  like  this  would  be  the  dullest  possible  reading  to 
a  beginner  in  Greek,  and  if  he  got  any  idea  of  Greek  morality  from 
it,  it  would  be  a  false  one.  As  for  moral  influence,  it  would  be 
infinitely  better  for  a  boy  to  read  Homer,  ^schylns,  Thucydides, 
or  Demosthenes.  We  cannot  but  wonder  what  idea  Mr.  Fouling 
has  of  the  scholarship  or  common  sense  of  his  adopted  country, 
or  what  motive  induced  him  to  put  forth  (his  book,  which  would 
certainly  meet  with  poor  success  in  his  native  .Germany.  We 
hope  no  teacher  here  will  be  induced,  by  the  pretentious  show  of 
scholarship  about  it,  to  adopt  this  as  a  text-book. 

Matthew  Arnold  on  "Culture  and  Anarchy.''*— Mr.  Mat- 
thew Arnold  has  written  a  very  interesting  "Essay,"  entitled 
"  Culture  and  Anarchy."  Its  object  is  "  to  recommend  culture  as 
the  great  help  out  of  our  present  difficulties."  He  defines  culture 
as  a  study  and  pursuit  of  perfection.  He  defends  it  against  the 
silly  "  cant  of  the  day."  He  takes  for  its  motto,  not  simply  "  to 
render  an  intelligent  being  yet  more  intelligent,"  but  *'  to  make 
reason  and  the  will  of  God  prevail"  He  evidently  believes  in 
"  knowing  the  best  which  has  been  thought  and  said  in  the  world," 
in  "  turning  a  stream  of  fresh  and  free  thought  upon  our  stock  no- 
tions and  habits,"  in  "  sweetness  and  light,"  as  well  as  "  fire  and 
strength  " — in  a  perfection  by  which  all  sides  of  human  nature, 
and  all  parts  of  human  society  may  be  harmoniously  developed. 
He  calls  it  the  "  one  thing  needful "  to  "  come  to  our  best  at  all 
points."  He  is  particularly  severe  on  those  who  care  only  or 
chiefly  "for  walking  staunchly  by  the  best  light  they  have" — who 
think  less  of  "knowing"  than  of"  doing" — which  he  considers  to 
be  the  fault  of  our  "Puritans,  ancient  and  modern." 

*  Culture  and  Anarchy:  an  Essay  in  Political  and  Social  Criticism.  By 
Mattbiw  Abmoldw    London :  Smith,  Elder,  dk  Go.    1869. 
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We  are  intereated  eepeoially  in  the  distioction  which  he  makes 
hetween  Hebraizing  and  HeUenUdng^  and  which  mns  throngh  the 
whole  Essay.  To  Hebraize  is  ^  to  sacrifice  all  other  sides  of  our 
being  to  the  religions  side."  This  ^^  leads  to  a  narrow  and  twisted 
growth  of  oor  religious  side  itself,  and  to  a  failure  in  perfection." 
This  is  the  tendency  of  ^  all  America.**  Hellenism  and  Hebraism 
are  rival  forces  and  divide  the  empire  of  the  world.  Their  final 
aim  is  the  same,  viz. :  "  man's  perfection  or  salvation."  But  they 
purane  it  in  different  ways.  The  uppermost  idea  of  the  one  is  ^^to 
see  things  as  they  really  are :  **  of  the  other,  is  ''  conduct  and  obe- 
dience.** The  governing  idea  of  the  one  is  '^  spontaneity  of  con- 
sciousness ;  **  of  the  other,  "  strictness  of  conscience."  "  The  Hel- 
lenic half  of  our  nature,  bearing  rule,  makes  a  sort  of  provision  for 
the  Hebrew  half,  but  it  turns  out  to  be  an  inadequate  provision : 
and  again  the  Hebrew  half  of  our  nature,  bearing  rule,  makes  a 
son  of  provision  for  the  Hellenic  half;  but  this,  too,  turns  out  to 
be  an  inadequate  provision.  The  true  and  smooth  order  of  hu- 
manity's development  is  not  reached  in  either  way."  Neither 
of  them  is  ^^  the  law  of  human  development.**  Both  are  but  ^^  con- 
tributions *'  Xo  it.    This  is  capital 

But  we  demur  when  he  says  that  ^^  Christianity  occupied  itself, 
like  Hebraism,  with  the  moral  side  of  man  exclusively.^^  ^^  What 
was  this  but  an  importation  of  Hellenism  irUo  Hebraism  f^^ 
'^  Whereas  St.  Paul  imported  Hellenism  within  the  limits  of  our 
moral  part  only,  this  part  being  still  treated  by  him  as  all  in  o^*' 
— '*we  ought  to  try  and  import  it" — **into  all  the  lines  of  our 
activity,**  <fec.  Is  this  a  just  and  fair  representation  of  Christianity  ? 
Is  it  not  broader  in  its  sphere  than  Hebraism?  Does  it  not 
^  import  '*  into  human  nature  and  human  society  more  than  either 
Hebraism  or  Hellenism  ?  indeed,  all  that  can  be  needed  or  wanted 
for  man's  salvation  and  perfection.  How  can  toe  import  what 
Paul  did  not,  since  he  is  not  satisfied  ^*  till  we  all  come  to  a  perfect 
roan,**  and  declares  of  Christ,  '^  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of 
wisdom  and  knowledge ;  **  or  Peter,  since  he  distinctly  speaks  of 
^*  all  things  that  pertain  unto  life  and  godliness  through  the  know- 
ledge of  Him  that  hath  called  us  to  glory  and  virtue ;  whereby 
are  given  unto  us  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises ;  that  by 
these  ye  might  be  partakers  of  the  divine  nature  f  "  It  is  doubt- 
less true  (as  is  here  said)  that  *'  no  man,  who  knows  nothing  else, 
knows  even  his  Bible.**  But  who  that  knows  '^  Sophocles  and 
Plato  "  can  say  that  '*  their  notion  of  what  goes  to  make  up  holi- 
ness was  larger  than  **  that  of  Christ  and  his  Apostles  ? 
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PerhapR  the  most  practical  part  of  the  Essay  is  that  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  ^^flexibility  of  culture,"  or  its  ^^independence  oivtaf 
chioery."  Faith  in  machinery  may  well  be  called  ^  oor  besetting 
danger.*^  ^^  What  is  freedom  but  machinery  ?  what  is  population 
but  machinery  ?  what  is  coal  but  machinery  ?  what  are  railroads 
but  machinery?  what  is  wealth  but  machinery?  what  are  re- 
ligious organizations  but  machinery?''  We  are  not  to  worship 
these  as  precious  ends  in  themselves.  But^  after  all,  does  he  not 
generally  undervalue  them  ?  E,g.  ^  the  blessedness  of  the  fran- 
chise and  the  wonderfulness  of  (our)  industrial  performances.''  He 
seems  to  despise  "  freedom,"  while  he  almost  worships  ^  establish- 
ments." 

The  Essay  is  very  suggestive,  for  it  abounds  in  felicitous  hits, 
as  wh^i  he  distinguishes  between  ^' provinciality "  and  ^totality" 
— when  he  distributes  society  in  England  into  ^  Barbarians,  Philis- 
tines, and  Populace,"  and  adds,  *'  America  is  ju«t  ourselves,  with 
the  Barbarians  quite  left  out,  and  the  populace  nearly ; "  when  he 
calls  the  non-conformists  ^^hole  and  comer  churches;"  when  he 
avers  that  "the  whole  attitude  of  horror  and  holy  superiority  as- 
sumed by  Puritanism  towards  the  Church  of  Rome,"  merits  Sir 
Henry  W  ottoii's  rebuke,  ^^  take  heed  of  thinking  that  the  further 
you  go  from  the  church  of  Rome,  the  nearer  you  are  to  Qod ;  '* 
when  he  distinguishes  between  ^^ creative"  and  ^^instrumental" 
statesm«[i ;  when  he  quotes  Epiotetus  as  saying  ^  It  is  a  sign  of  a 
nature  not  finely  tempered  to  give  yourselves  up  to  things  which 
relate  to  the  body ;  to  make,  e.  ^.,  a  great  fuss  about  eating,  drink- 
ing, walking,  riding.  All  these  things  ought  to  be  done  merely 
ly  the  way;  the  formation  of  the  spirit  and  character  must  be 
our  real  concern : "  when  he  insists  that  ^^  culture  does  not  set 
itself  against  games  and  sports.  It  congratulates  the  future, 
and  hopes  it  will  make  a  good  use  of  its  improved  physical 
basis;  but  it  points  out  that  our  passing  generation  of  boys 
and  young  men  is  meantime  sacrificed;"  that  "culture  is 
always  assigning  to  system-makers  and  systems  a  smaller 
share  in  the  bent  of  human  destiny  than  their  friends  like'* 
— "  will  not  let  us  rivet  our  faith  upon  any  one  man  and  his  do- 
ings " — labors  to  "  humanize  knowledge "  by  divesting  it  of  all 
that  is  "  harsh,  uncouth,  diflScult,  abstract,  professional,  exclusive," 
is  eminently  practical,  because  "even  when  it  does  not  lend  a 
hand  to  rough  and  coarse  movements,"  it ''  qualifies  it  to  act  less  at 
random,"  &c.  How  strange  that  only  once  does  he  make  direct 
allusion  to  that  "something  which  thwarts  and  spoils  all  our 
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efforts,  y'lz^  sin  I  With  a  stronger  sense  of  human  sinfdlness,  he 
m^t  not  have  been  ho  confident  that  ^'  now  and  for  as  it  is  a  time 
to  ITeUenizeJ*^  It  fact,  he  seems  to  feel  that  it  is  worse  for  those 
who  have  such  a  religion  as  ours,  than  for  those  who  are  utterly 
"  without  religion." 

Classical  Stitdt.* — ^The  aim  of  this  book  is  to  present,  in  a 
compact  form,  an  antidote  to  the  judgments,  adverse  to  the  study 
of  the  classics,  which  are  enforced  with  earnestness  by  many  edu- 
cators at  the  present  time.  The  views  of  tiventy-one  able  men 
are  here  given  with  more  or  less  fullness,  extracted  from  papers 
which  have  been  published  within  the  last  thirty-five  years.  These 
papers  are  of  varying  excellence ;  the  ablest,  without  question,  be- 
ing an  extract  from  Mr.  Mill's  Inaugural  before  the  University  of 
St.  Andrews,  but  no  one  of  them  is  without  merit. 

The  first,  that  of  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  Principal  of  King  William's 
College  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  is  a  thorough  analysis  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  study  of  the  dassics  in  itself  considered,  and  as  com- 
pared with  the  pursuit  of  any  other  branch  which  may  be  made 
central  in  a  college  course.  One  might,  after  reading  this  paper 
aod  the  Discourse  of  Mr.  Mill,  regard  them  as  covering  the  entire 
ground  involved  in  the  discussion.  But  so  numberless  are  the 
considerations  developed  by  a  fair  consideration  of  the  question, 
that  the  reading  of  each  successive  essay  seems  to  add  something 
forceful,  and  oflen  something  beautiful  to  the  thoughts,  that  have 
been  previously  unfolded.  Indeed,  the  book,  apart  from  its  argu- 
ments, is  one  of  the  noblest  pleas  that  could  be  made  for  classical 
culture.  In  the  plain  and  lucid  exposition  of  the  first  paper,  in 
the  terse  and  pointed  sentences  of  Mr.  Mill,  embracing  the  widest 
scope  of  knowledge,  in  the  exact  and  discriminating  statements 
of  Pro£  Conington,  in  the  glow  of  Prof.  Edwards's  scholarly  en- 
thusiasm, and  in  the  rhetoric  of  Mr.  Thompson,  one  finds  the 
precious  leaven  of  classical  training. 

We  think  more  may  be  made,  than  is  made  in  the  papers  written 
by  Americans,  of  the  worth  of  preparation  by  classical  study  for 
the  special  needs  of  our  own  country ;  that  it  might  be  shown 
that  classical  scholarship  is  not  in  our  times  necessarily  "  devita- 
tized,"  but  that  the  exercise  of  the  judgment  in  deciding  between 

*  OUmtieal  Study:  Its  Yalue  IHuttrated  by  Extracts  from  the  Writiogs  of 
Eminent  Scbolara.  Edited  with  an  Introduction  by  Samuel  U.  Tatlor,  LL.D., 
Principal  of  Phillips  Academy.    Andover:  Warren  F.  Draper.     1S70. 
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different  readings  and  emendations,  in  oaloalating  probabilities,  is 
a  training  well  adapted  to  prepare  men  for  business  life.  Bat  the 
value  of  this  training  for  professional  men,  and  as  ennobling  the 
entire  nature,  could  hardly  be  more  clearly  shown  by  abstract  ar- 
guments than  in  the  collective  writings  of  these  scholars. 

Should  any  one  think  that  two  or  three  of  these  papers  might  have 
been  omitted,  we  will  venture  to  doubt  whether  any  two  friends  of 
classical  study  would  agree  upon  the  extracts  to  be  rejected.  If 
this  be  true,  there  could  be  no  higher  evidence  of  the  skill  with 
which  the  editor  has  done  his  work. 

No  one  can  read  this  book  and  fail  to  see  that  the  classics  have 
been  made  responsible  for  a  great  deal  that  has  resulted  from  bad 
teaching.  Teachers  will  find  here  valuable  suggestions  and  will 
receive  from  these  pages  stimulus  to  constant  labor,  that  they  may 
bring  their  work  up  to  the  fine  art,  which  it  must  become  in  or- 
der to  be  successful.  When  one  reflects  how  few  teachers  in  our 
country  inspire  any  love  for  the  classics  in  their  pupils  (it  adds 
not  a  little  to  the  enjoyment  of  reading  the  book  to  know  that  its 
compiler  is  eminent  among  the  few),  one  does  not  wonder  at  the 
outcry  against  classical  study.  It  may  be,  that  as  the  number 
and  importance  of  other  branches  increase,  less  time  must  be 
given  to  the  classics  in  the  future.  Hence  there  must  be  wise 
methods  and  more  self-sacrificing  teaching,  that  more  work  and 
more  loving  work  may  be  expended  by  students  in  their  pursuit, 
than  has  been  ever  in  the  past.  If  the  majority  of  our  students 
learn  to  enjoy  the  classics  before  entering  college,  and  the  stand 
ard  of  admission  be  everywhere  raised,  the  elective  system  may 
produce  less  harmful  results  than  its  opponents  anticipate 

This  book  might  become  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  cause  of 
classical  learning.  Teachers  might  read  extracts  from  it  to  their 
advanced  classes  and  enforce  the  opinions  of  the  writers  by  un- 
folding the  precious  value  of  the  legacies  in  scholarship  and  elo- 
quence lefl  by  such  men  asLegar^,  Edwards,  Felton,  and  Coning- 
ton,  and  dwelling  upon  the  noble  contributions  to  literature  and 
metaphysical  discussion  of  Mill,  Porter,  and  McCosh.  Too  little 
effort  has  been  made  to  show  to  our  students  in  this  way  the 
worth  of  classical  study.  We  wish  that  Dr.  Taylor  (who  might 
so  easily  and  so  ably  do  it)  would  supplement  this  volume  by  an  • 
other,  which  should  exhibit  in  this  concrete  way  the  truth  of  the 
opinions  asserted  in  this  book.     Such  a  volume  might  contain,  for 
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instance,  translations  of  Sainte  Beuve's  critiques  on  Terence  and 
Yirgil ;  the  chapter  of  Mommsen  on  the  earliest  migrations  into 
Italy,  passages  perhaps  from  eminent  English  orators  and  poets, 
and  other  matter  which  directly  and  indirectly  should  show  the 
effect  of  classical  training.  Though  such  a  collection  would  be 
a  more  open,  would  it  after  all  be  a  more  concrete  exhibitioi;i  of 
the  worth  of  classical  scholarship  than  the  volume  before  us  ? 

LiBBABT  OF  WoKDBRS. — ^Thcre  are  books  which  are  equally 
interesting,  and  some  which  are  equally  instructive,  to  boys  and 
men,  young  people  and  old  people.  To  this  class  belongs  the 
Libraire  des  MerveUles^  a  series  of  books  in  French,  relating  to 
science,  art,  antiquities,  etc.,  and  written  generally  by  men  emi- 
nent in  the  various  departments  of  knowledge  to  which  they  re- 
late. The  information  is  up  to  the  point  of  the  latest  investiga- 
tions ;  it  is  presented  in  clear  language  and  a  lively  style ;  and  is 
illustrated  with  numerous  excellent  cuts  such  as  the  art  of  wood- 
engraving  enables  the  publisher  to  supply  at  a  comparatively 
small  cost.  Messrs.  Charles  Scribner  &  Co.  have  published  trans- 
lations of  a  number  of  these  volumes,  and  propose  to  add  others, 
if  not  the  whole  of  the  series,  to  their  list.  We  commend  these 
volumes  as  worthy  of  the  attention  of  all  lovers  of  good  books, 
and  especially  for  such  as  are  in  quest  of  profitable  reading  for 
boys  and  girls. 

Among  the  volumes  already  published,  are  "  The  Wonders  of 
Heat,"  ''The  Wonders  of  Optics,"  "Thunder  and  Lightning," 
"Pompeii,"  and  "  Egypt." 
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RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

TBIOLOOICAL  AND  KKLIOIOUS. 

The  Earlier  Tears  of  Our  Lord's  Life  on  Earth.    By  the  Rev.  William  Hanoa, 

D.  D.,  LL.D.     New  Tork:  Robert  Carter  k  Brothers.     1870.     12mo.  pp.  400. 
The  Spirit  of  Life;  or.  Scripture  Testimony  to  the  Divine  Person  and  Work 

of  the  Holy  Ghost.  By  E.  H.  Bickersieth.  M.  A.,  author  of  "  Yesterday,  To- 
Day,  and  Forever.**  New  Tork;  Robert  Carter  <k  Brothers.  1870.  12mo. 
pp.  192. 

Light  and  Truth  ;  or,  Bible  Thoughts  and  Themes.  The  Acts  and  the  larger 
Epistles.  By  Horatio  Bonar,  D.  D.  New  York :  Robert  Carter  <k  Brothers. 
1870.     12mo.  pp.  414. 

The  Life,  Passion,  Death,  and  Resurrection  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  Being 
an  Abridged  Harmony  of  the  four  Gospels  in  the  words  of  the  Sacred  Text. 
Edited  by  Rev.  Henry  Thomby.  New  York :  Catholic  Publication  Society. 
1870.     12mo.  pp.  184. 

Christ  and  the^  Church :  Lectures  delivered  in  St.  Ann*s  Church,  Eighth  street, 
during  the  season  of  Advent,  1869.  By  the  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Preston.  New 
Tork:  Catholic  Publieation  Society.     1870.     12roo.  pp.  844. 

Words  of  Comfort  for  Parents  Bereaved  of  Little  Children.  Edited  by  WiU 
liam  Logan,  Glasgow,  Scotland.  New  York:  Robert  Carter  A  Brothers.  1870. 
12mo.  pp.  887. 

The  Crown  without  the  Conflict ;  or.  Musings  on  the  Death  of  Children.  By 
the  Rev.  R.  H.  Lundie,  M.  A.,  Fairfield,  Liverpool.  New  York:  Robert  Carter 
h  Brothers.     1 870.    24mo.  pp.  29. 

The  Shepherd  of  Israel ;  or.  Illustrations  of  the  Inner  Life.  By  the  Rer. 
Duncan  Macgregor,  M.  A.,  Minister  of  St.  Peter's,  Dundee,  Scotland.  New 
York :  Robert  Carter  <k  Brothers.     1870.     16mo.  pp.  889. 

The  Scripturalness  and  Expediency  of  the  System  of  Modem  Evangelism.  By 
the  Rev.  W.  W.  Davenport     Boston:  Nichols  <fe  Noyes.     1869.     8vo.  pp.  81. 

Sunday  Laws  of  t^e  State  of  New  York,  and  Judicial  Decisions  affirming 
their  Constitutionality.  New  York:  New  York  Sabbath  Committee,  No.  5 
Bible  House.     1869.    8vo.  pp.  16. 

Address  at  the  laying  of  the  Comer  Stone  of  the  Divinity  Hall  of  the  Theo- 
logical Department  of  Yale  College,  September  22,  1869.     8vo.  pp.  48. 

Proceedings  of  the  Commemorative  Union  Meeting  of  the  Three  Presbyterian 
Churches  of  the  City  of  Detroit,  held  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  ou  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  December  6,  1869.  Phonographically  reported  by  Charles 
Flowers.    8vo.  pp.  86. 

The  Promise  of  Shiloh;  or,  Christ's  Temporal  Sovereignty  upon  Earth  :  When 
will  it  be  Fulfilled  ?    By  Joseph  L.  Lord,  M.  A.,  of  the  Boston  Bar.    Boston : 

E.  P.  Dutton  <k  Co.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  106. 

Jesus  on  the  Throne  of  His  Father  David;  or,  The  Tabemaole  of  David: 
When  will  it  be  built  again?    Sequel  to  *'  The  Promise  of  Shiloh."    By  Joseph 
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L.  Lord,  M.  A.,  of  the  BoetOD  Bar.    New  York:  Jamet  logUs  A  Ca    1869. 
ISmo.  pp.  92. 

lUligion  and  Life.    By  James  Reed.    New  York.     1869.     16mo.  pp.  85. 

The  Better  Life,  and  How  to  Find  It.  By  Rev.  Edward  Payson  Hammond. 
Boston:  Henry  Hoyt     16mo.  pp.  126. 

The  Writings  of  Madame  Swetohine.    Edited  by  Ckmnt  de  Fallonz,  of  the  * 
French  Aeademy.    Translated  by  H.  W.  Preston.    Boston:    Roberts  Brothers. 
1869.     16mo.  pp.  266. 

HT8T0BI0AI.. 

A  Brief  Sketch  of  the  Early  History  of  the  Catholic  Ohnrch  on  the  Island  of 
New  York.  By  the  ReT.  J.  R.  Bayley,  Secretary  to  the  Archbishop  of  New 
York.  Second  Edition,  rcTised  and  enlarged.  New  York :  Catholic  Pablicatiou 
Society.     1870.     16mo.  pp.  242. 

The  Capture  of  Ticonderoga,  in  1776.  A  Paper  read  before  the  Termout 
Historical  Society  at  Montpelier,  October  19,  1869.  By  Hiland  HalL  1869. 
SytK  pp.  82. 

Rameses  the  Great ;  or,  Egypt  8,800  Years  Ago.  Tsanslat«d  from  the  French 
of  F.  Lanoye.  With  thirty-nine  wood  cats  by  Lancelot,  Sellier,  and  Bayard* 
New  York:  Charles  Scribner  A  Co     1870.     16ma  pp.  296. 

MISOXLLAHBOUS. 

Essay  on  DiTorces  and  Dirorce  Lep^islation.  With  special  reference  to  the 
United  Sutes.  By  Theodore  D.  Woolsey,  D.D.,  LL.  D.,  President  of  Yale  Col- 
lege.   New  York:  Charles  Scribner  k  Co.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  808. 

Bible  Animals :  Being  a  description  of  every  living  creature  mentioned  in  the 
Scriptures,  from  the  Ape  to  the  Coral.  By  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood,  M.A.,  F.L.S., 
etc  With  one  hundred  new  designs  by  W.  F.  Keyl,  T.  W.  Wood,  and  E.  A. 
Smith.  Engraved  by  G.  Pearson.  New  York:  Charles  Scribner  A  Co.  1870. 
8vo.  pp.  652. 

Lientenant-General  U.  S.  Grant:  His  Services  and  Characteristics,  as  sketched 
by  Major-General  B.  S.  Roberts,  before  the  Faculty  and  Students  of  Yale  Col- 
It^^.  by  invitation,  October,  1865 ;  and  again  read  to  the  Legislature  of  Con- 
necticut, by  special  invitation,  in  IS66,  at  its  session  at  New  Haven,  Conn. 
1869.     8vo.  pp.  19. 

Meteors,  Aerolites,  Storms,  and  Atmospheric  Phenomena.  From  the  French 
of  Ziircher  and  Margolin.  By  William  Lackland.  Illustrated  with  twenty- 
three  fine  wood  cuts,  by  Lebreton.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co.  1870. 
16roo.  pp.  824. 

Arms  and  Armor  in  Antiquity  and  the  Middle  Ages:  also,  a  descriptive  no. 
Uce  of  modern  weapons.  Translated  from  the  French  of  M  P.  Lacombe,  and 
with  a  preface,  notes,  and  one  additional  chapter  on  arras  and  armor  in  England, 
By  Charles  Boutell,  M.  A.    New  York :  D.  Appleton  A  Co.  1870.  12mo.  pp.  296. 

An  American  Family  in  Paris.  With  fifty^eight  illustrations  of  Historic  il 
Mooamente  and  Familiar  Scenes.  New  York:  Hurd  A  Houghton.  1869.  16mo. 
pp.  819. 

Stories  from  mj  Attic.  By  the  author  of  **  Dream  Children.**  With  illustra- 
tions.   New  York:  Kurd  A  Houghton.     1869.     16ma  pp.  269. 
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White  and  Red :  A  Narrative  of  Life  among  the  Northwest  Indiana.  By 
Helen  C.  Weeks.  With  eight  iUostrations  by  A.  P.  Close.  New  York:  Hnrd 
<fc  Hooghton.     16mo.  pp.  266. 

Two  Lives  in  One.    By  Vienx  Monstaehe.    With  a  Frontispieoe  by  F.  O.  G. 
Darley.    New  York:  Hnrd  «k  Honghton.    1870.    1 61110.  pp.  246. 
«     Old  Horse  Gray,  and  the  Parish  of  Gmmbletoo.    By  Edward  Hopper.    Re- 
spectfully  dedicated  to  the  Mercifnl  Philosoist,  Henry  Bergh.    New  York:  Hnrd 
A  Honghton.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  82. 

The  Poems  of  Emma  0.  Embury.  First  collected  edition.  New  York:  Hnrd 
A  Houghton.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  868. 

The  Ballad  of  Edge  Hill  Fight;  and  other  Poems.  By  John  Lloyd,  Esq. 
London:  Longmans,  Oreen,  <fc  Co.    1869.     12mo.  pp.  88. 

The  Veil  Lifted;  or,  The  Romance  and  Reality  of  Convent  Life.  Boston: 
Henry  Hoyt.     1870.     16mo.  pp.  247. 

Janet's  Love  and  Service.  By  Margaret  M.  Robertson.  New  York:  A.  D.  F. 
Randolph.     1870.     12ma  pp.  681. 

Mountain  Patriots.  A  Tale  of  the  Reformation  in  Savoy.  Boston :  Henry 
Hoyt     1870.    16mo.  pp.  868. 

^A-pects  of  Humanity,  brokenly  mirrrored  in  the  ever-swelling  current  of  ha- 
man  speech.    Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  A  Co.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  65. 

How  to  Amuse  an  Evening  Party.  A  complete  collection  of  Home  Recrea- 
tiona.     New  York:  Dick  k  Fitzgerald.    16mo.  pp.  181. 

Howard^s  Book  of  Conundrums  and  Riddles.  By  Clarence  J.  Howard.  New 
York  :  Dick  <k  Fitzgerald.     16ma  pp.  162. 

How  to  Cook  Potatoes,  Apples,  Eggs,  Fish,  etc,  four  hundred  different  ways. 
New  York:  Dick  A  Fitzgerald.     16mo.  pp.  178. 

Eugene  Cooper;  or,  The  Motherless  Boy.  Boston:  Henry  Hoyt.  16mo. 
pp.  251.  ' 

Baby's  Christmas.  By  Caroline  E.  E.  Davis.  Boston:  Henry  Hoyt.  16mo. 
pp.  148. 

The  Squire's  Daughter.  By  Mrs.  Caroline  E.  Kelly  Davis.  Boston :  Henry 
Hoyt.     1870.     16mo.  pp.  829. 

Alone  in  London.    Boston  :  Henry  Hoyt.     1870.    16mo.  pp.  187. 

Jottings  from  the  Diary  of  the  Sun.  By  M.  H«  Boston :  Henry  Hoyt. 
16mo.  pp.  96. 

Publtcatiom  0/ tfie  American  Tract  Society^  150  NaMott  itreet.  New  York. — 
Rose  and  Her  Pets.  In  words  of  not  over  five  letters.  By  Mrs.  S.  K  Da  wee. — 
The  Child's  History  of  the  Fall  of  Jerusalem.  By  Mrs.  M.  A.  Hallock.— Our  Fa. 
ther. — Lottie  Lane ;  or,  "  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.**  By  Mrsi  li.  E. 
Berry.  ]6mo.  pp.  440. — Blanche  Gamond:  A  Heroine  of  the  Faith.  With  a 
Preface  by  Dr.  Merle  D'Aubign6.     16mo.  pp.  152. 
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Abticle  L— the  council  OF  CONSTANCE  AND  THB 
COUNCIL  OF  THE  VATICAN, 

Coficiliengeschichte.  Nach  den  Qaellen  bearbeitet  von  Dr. 
Cabl  Josbph  Hefelk,  o.  o  Professor  an  der  Universitat  Tu- 
bingen. Siebenter  Band.  I.  Abth.  Geschichte  des  Concils 
von  Conetanz.    Freiburg  im  Breisgau :  1869. 

The  Centenary  of  St.  Peter  and  the  General  Council :  A 
Pastoral  Zette?  to  the  Clergy ^  dkc.  By  Henby  Edwakd^ 
Archbishop  of  "Westminster.  London :  Longmans,  Green 
&  Co.,  1867. 

The  Council  of  Constance,  which  was  in  session  daring  the 
interval  between  the  years  1414  and  1418,  was  the  most  bril- 
liant and  imposing  of  the  ecclesiastical  assemblies  of  the  mid- 
dle ages.  If  the  number  of  bishops  present  was  not  so  large 
as  at  some  of  the  other  great  synods  of  the  Church,  this  differ- 
ence was  more  than  made   up  by  the  multitude  of  inferior 

VOL.  XXIX.  13 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


192  The  Council  of  Gonstanee  FApril, 

clergy,  of  doctors  and  of  jurists,  and  by  the  nnexampled  array  of 
sovereigns  and  nobles.  Pope  and  Emperor  were  both  present^ 
each  with  a  nnmerons  and  dazzling  retinue  of  officers  and  at- 
tendants. It  has  been  pronounced  the  first  example  of  a  con- 
gress of  princes  in  modem  times,  since  there  was  hardly  a 
kingdom  or  principality  of  the  catholic  world,  however  small 
or  remote,  that  was  not  represented  by  princes  or  other  depu- 
ties. A  throng  of  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  people,  drawn 
by  official  obligation,  curiosity,  the  love  of  gain  or  of  pleasure, 
flowed  into  the  city  of  Constance,  to  witness  the  doings  of  the 
Council.  It  has  been  truly  said  that  a  detailed  description  of 
the  scenes  that  took  place  within  and  without  the  assembly, 
would  afford  a  complete  as  well  as  vivid  picture  of  the  life 
and  manners  of  the  time.  The  occasion  that  called  the  Coun- 
cil together  was  of  the  gravest  character.  The  abuses  in  the 
administration  of  the  Church  had  grown  to  be  unbearable.  In 
Bohemia  there  was  a  formidable  religious  movement  that 
threatened  to  result  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  and  pow- 
erful sect.  Above  all,  the  long  schism  which  the  Council  of 
Pisa  had  unsuccessfully  tried  to  terminate,  demanded  an  in- 
stant and  effectual  remedv,  if  Christendom  and  the  Catholic 
Church  were  to  be  saved  from  permanent  division.  It  is  to 
the  proceedings  of  this  Synod,  that  the  new  instalment  of  He- 
fele's  copious  work  on  the  History  of  Councils  is  devoted. 

Hefele  is  one  of  the  most  learned  and  justly  esteemed  of  the 
Catholic  theologians  north  of  the  Alps.  His  work  is  one  to 
which  a  Protestant,  to  be  sure,  must  often  take  exception  ;  yet, 
generally  speaking,  it  is  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  fairness, 
and  it  is  not  probable  that  it  contains  any  intentional  perver- 
sion of  facts  or  sophistry  in  argument.  Hefele  is  frequently 
called  a  liberal  Catholic;  and  so  he  is,  in  comparison  with  the 
Curialists  or  extreme  ultramontanist  party.  On  the  particular 
question  whether  the  Pope  is,  by  himself  and  independently 
of  the  concurrence  of  a  Council,  infallible  in  matters  of  faith 
4tnd  morals,  we  do  not  find  that,  in  the  work  before  us,  he  dis- 
tinctly avows  his  opinion.  But  he  is  far  from  being  a  Galil- 
ean, in  the  sense  of  the  old  Paris  theologians,  who  exerted  a 
commanding  influence  in  the  Reforming  Councils  of  Pisa, 
Constance,  and  Basle,  or  in  the  sense  of  Bossnct,  who  followed 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  a/nd  the  GouficU  of  the  Vatican.  193 

in  their  track.  In  fact,  he  describes  his  own  position  as  being  a 
middle  one,  between  the  Galileans  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
Cnrialists  on  the  other.  The  Pope  is  neither  above  nor  under 
the  Council,  but  is  the  head  of  the  Church ;  his  relation  being 
analogous  to  that  of  the  head  to  the  members  of  the  human 
body.  A  Council  without  the  Pope  is  incomplete.  It  is  not 
an  oecumenical  Council.  His  assent  to  the  dogmatic  decrees 
of  such  an  assembly  is  requisite,  to  give  them  infallible  au- 
thority. Yet  Hefele  holds,  as  indeed  does  Bellannine,  that  a 
Council  might  depose  a  Pope  for  heresy,  inasmuch  as  a  heretic 
is  ipso  facto  disqualified  from  holding  an  ecclesiastical  office, 
high  or  low.*  But  in  such  a  proceeding  the  Council  does  not 
act  as  an  oecumenical  assembly.  Being  cut  off  from  the  Pope,  it 
cannot  act  in  this  capacity.  We  have  the  singular  doctrine, 
then,  that  an  assembly  of  bishops,  which  is  incompetent,  with- 
out the  Pope's  assent,  to  issue  infallible  definitions  of  doc- 
trine, is  still  competent  to  put  the  Pope  on  trial  for  heresy, 
convict  him,  and  degrade  him  from  his  office.  Hefele  shows 
his  conservatism,  also,  in  maintaining  that  a  Pope  cannot  be 
deposed  by  a  Council  for  personal  misconduct.  He  may  be 
a  very  bad  man,  but  he  cannot,  for  this  reason,  be  deprived  of 
bis  office.  John  XXIII.,  Hefele  expressly  says,  could  not  iiave 
been  lawfully  dej>osed  for  his  crimes.  It  was  only  heresy  on 
his  part  that  could  authorize  such  a  proceeding.  The  doubtful 
validity  of  his  election  is  brought  in,  as  another  sufficient  cause 
for  removing  him  from  his  station.  How  far  this  theory  is  from 
that  of  the  Constance  theologians  and  of  hosts  of  able  and 
good  Catliolics  in  past  ages,  we  need  not  stop  to  point  out. 

In  his  History,  Hefele  is  evidently  biased  by  the  theory  as  to 
the  relation  of  the  Pope  to  the  Council,  to  which  we  have 
just  adverted.  He  supports  by  feeble  arguments  the  often  re- 
fated  assertion  that  the  Bishops  of  Rome  convoked  and  pre- 
sided over  the  eurly  oecumenical  Councils,  including  that  of 
Kicsea.  The  proposition  that  the  Soman  Bishop  convoked 
the  Council  of  Niccea,  rests  on  no  proof  that  has  any  weight, 
and  is  contrary  to  all  the  evidence  and  probabilities  in  the 

*  Bellarmine,  as  wUl  be  explained  hereafter,  does  not  admit,  for  himself,  that  a 
Pope  will  ever  be  left  to  fall  from  the  faith.  ^ 
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case.  It  was  Constantine  who  endeavored  to  quell  tlie  dis- 
turbance raised  by  Arius  at  Alexandria.  It  was  through  his 
friend  Hosius,  the  Spanish  Bishop  whom  he  held  in  so  hifi^h 
esteem,  that  he  sent  his  letter  which  was  designed  to  pacify 
the  contending  parties.  Not  a  syllable  do  we  hear  from  the 
contemporary  historians  and  witnesses,  of  any  connection  of  the 
Roman  Bishop  with  these  preliminary  events.  Constantine, 
in  all  his  letters  and  missives  that  relate  to  the  Council,  says 
nothing  about  the  Pope.  The  assertion  that  Hosius  acted  for 
the  Pope  and  presided  in  his  name,  is  not  only  a  pure  conjec- 
ture, but  is  virtually  contradicted  by  Ensebius,  who  speaks  of 
the  Roman  presbyters  as  acting  for  the  Roman  Prelate,  and 
although  Hosius  is  named  in  the  same  sentence,  no  such  repre- 
sentative character  is  ascribed  to  him.  That  Hosius  signs  the 
decrees  of  the  synod  first,  is  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  he 
was  a  "  world-renowned  "  man,  as  Eusebius  says  of  him  ;  to 
his  personal  relations  to  the  Emperor;  and  to  the  probable  fact 
that  he  was  one  of  the  presidents ;  not  as  standing  in  the  Pope's 
place,  but  through  his  own  merits.  It  was  he  and  Eusebius  of 
Csdsarea,  as  Stanley  justly  thinks,  who  sat,  one  on  each  side 
of  the  Emperor,  when  that  august  personage  took  his  place  in 
the  midst  of  the  Council.  The  two  Roman  presbyters  signed 
after  Hosius — we  assume  that  the  authorities  which  report  the 
signatures  in  this  order,  are  correct, — out  of  respect  to  the  Ro- 
man Bishop,  to  whom  a  primacy  of  dignity  would  probably 
have  been  conceded,  had  he  been  present ;  although,  even  in 
this  case,  it  is  not  certain  that  the  name  of  Hosius  would  not 
have  been  first  inscribed.  Now  that  the  pseudo-Isidorian  mis- 
conceptions and  misrepresentations  respecting  the  powers  con- 
ceded to  the  Roman  Bishops  in  the  first  centuries,  have  been 
so  long  exploded,  is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  Roman  Catholic 
writers  will  cease  to  strain  historical  evidence  for  the  sake  of 
establishing  an  indefensible  position?  The  sole  authority  which 
Hefele  cites  for  the  pretended  presidency  of  the  Roman  Pre- 
late at  Nicsea,  is  Gelasius  of  Cyzicus,  who  wrote  towards  the 
end  of  the  fourth  century — an  utterly  worthless  witness,  a 
mauvaia  oompUcUeur^  as  Dupin  calls  him.  Gelasius  interpo- 
lates in  a  quotation  /rom  Ensebius  the  statement  that  the 
Pope  presided  by  representatives.     But  his  whole  narrative  of 
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the  Council  swarms  with  errors.  He  even  gives  an  account  of 
discussions  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  although,  as  is 
well  known,  the  subject  was  not  touched  at  the  Council.  One 
may  see  how  desperate  the  case  is,  when  a  scholar,  like  Hefele, 
finding  nothing  in  Eusebius  or  Socrates  or  Athanasius,  to  af- 
ford any  aid  to  his  position,  falls  back  on  Gelasius  1 

The  two  topics  of  most  interest  which  are  brought  forward 
in  Hefele's  recent  volume  on  the  proceedings  at  Constance, 
are  the  decrees  of  the  4th  and  5th  sessions,  affirming  the  sub- 
ordination of  Pope  to  Council,  and  the  trial  and  execution  of 
Huss.  Hefele  dissents,  of  course,  from  the  view  of  the  ex- 
treme Curialists,  who  deny  the  cecumenicity  of  the  Constance 
Council  altogether.  It  requires,  indeed,  some  hardihood  even 
in  them  to  take  such  ground,  in  the  face  of  the  distinct  decla- 
ration of  Martin  Y.,  in  the  bull  against  the  Hussites.  But 
Hefele  allows  an  oecumenical  character  only  to  those  acts  of 
the  Council  which  were  done  ofter  the  election  of  the  Pope 
and  with  his  approval  (the  41st  to  45th  sessions,  inclusive),  to- 
gether with  such  other  previous  acts  and  decrees  ae  were  rati- 
fied by  him.  All  the  ingenuity  of  the  Papal  theologians  haB 
been  exerted  in  the  effort  to  show  that  the  famous  doctrines  of 
the  4th  and  5t|}  sessions  never  had  Papal  sanction.  The  decrees 
which  had  been  agreed  upon  in  the  meetings  of  the  nations, 
were  to  be  read  in  the  general  session  (the  4th)  by  Zabarella, 
Cardinal  of  Florence,  the  anti-Gallican  spokesman.  But  it 
was  found  that  in  his  hands  they  had  undergone  an  alteration. 
One  of  the  changes  was  that  in  the  Ist  Article  which  declared 
the  obligation  of  all,  the  Pope  included,  to  obey  the  Council, 
the  words, — "  Beformation  in  head  and  members  " — one  of  the 
points  in  regard  to  which  the  obligation  to  submit  to  the  Coun- 
cil was  affirmed— were  left  out.  This,  Hefele  states,  was  by 
an  arrangement  between  Sigismund  and  the  Cardinals.  Then 
the  intelligence  came  that  the  Pope  had  fled  again,  leaving 
Schaffiiausen.  The  Council  now  insisted  upon  the  passage  of 
the  Articles  as  originally  conceived,  and  as  approved  by  the 
nations,  and  this  took  place  at  the  5th  general  session,  at  which 
Zabarella  and  seven  other  cardinals  were  present.  They  made 
no  protest,  and  the  Articles  were  passed  in  due  form.     We 
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cannot  admit,  therefore,  the  plea  of  Hefele,  that  on  account  of 
their  secret  objections  or  private  declarations,  supposing  these 
to  have  been  in  opposition  to  tlie  decrees,  they  were  rendered 
invalid.  In  two  discourses  of  Gerson,  they  were  quoted  before 
the  Council  as  authoritative  acts,  and  no  voice  was  lifted  up 
to  dispute  the  statement.  They  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  de- 
crees of  the  Council,  not  less  than  the  declarations  of  the  pre- 
ceding session.  But  we  do  not  see  that  Hefele  materially  helps 
his  case,  were  he  to  succeed  in  showing  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  6th  Session  were  without  the  assent  of  the  Cardinals.  For 
the  1st  Article,  as  read  by  Zabarella  and  passed  in  the  4th  Ses- 
sion, is  all  that  a  Qallican  can  ask.  It  read  thus :  "The  Synod 
of  Constance,  regularly  assembled  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  forming 
a  universal  Council  and  representing  the  militant  Church,  has 
its  authority  immediately  from  God,  and  every  one,  the  Pope 
included,  is  bound  to  obey  it  in  what  pertains  to  the  Faith  and 
to  the  extirpation  of  Schism."  This  is  enough.  The  superiority 
of  the  Council  to  the  Pope  is  unambiguously  declared.  And 
as  to  the  omitted  clause — ''the  Reformation  of  tlie  Church  in 
head  and  members,*' — the  Council  practically  vindicated  its 
right  on  this  point  by  deposing  John  XXIII.,  and  by  other  meas- 
ures equally  significant.  But  how  about  the  approval  of  the 
Popes?  In  the  first  place,  John  XXIIL,  before Jiis deposition, 
declared,  over  and  over  again,  that  the  Council  was  "  holy  and 
could  not  err."  Hefele  himself  quotes  these  declarations.  To 
be  sure,  Balthasar  Cossa  was  one  of  the  most  flagitious  of  men, 
although  Hefele  would  mitigate  somewhat  the  verdict  of  exe- 
cration that  was  pronounced  upon  him  by  his  contemporaries. 
But  he  was  Pope,  nevertheless,  up  to  the  time  of  his  deposi- 
tion. In  the  second  place,  Martin  V.  sanctioned  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Council,  in  terms  that  cover  the  4:th  and  5th  Ses- 
sions. No  matter  what  reluctance  he  may  have  felt  in  doing 
this.  No  matter  what  counter  expressions  he  may  have  ut- 
tered. In  the  matter  of  Falkenberg,  who  had  so  grievously 
incensed  the  Poles  by  his  book,  and  whom  the  French,  on  ac- 
count of  the  aflSnity  of  his  doctrines  with  those  of  Jean  Petit, 
wished  also  to  condemn,  the  Pope  declared  that  he  maintained 
the  decrees  of  the  Council  as  to  everything  which  had  been 
adopted  in  materiis  fidei  et  conciliariter.     The  verdict  against 
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Falkenberg  had  been  passed  in  the  nations,  but  not  in  the 
^neral  session.  This  is  the  sense  of  the  term  concUiarnter, 
It  is  not  opposed  to  tumvUuariter^  as  Hefele  seemed  to  think, 
in  his  first  volume;  but  to  nationaliter.  Now  the  decrees  of 
the  4th  and  5th  Sessions  were  adopted  conciliariter.  Hefele 
obiectfi,  again,  that  they  are  not  dtjide.  That  is,  they  are  not 
of  a  dogmatic  character.  They  were  obviously  so  meant ; 
and  this  Hefele  himself  concedes.*  If  the  supremacy  of  Pope 
over  Council  can  be  made  into  a  dogma,  why  not  the  reverse 
proposition!  If  the  infallibility  of  the  Pope  can  be  turned 
into  an  article  of  the  creeJ,  why  not  the  infallibility  of  the 
Council?  But  look  at  Martin's  bull  against  the  Hussites.  In 
this  bull,  it  was  provided  that  every  person  suspected  of  hold- 
ing the  condemned  heresies  of  Wickliffe  and  Huss,  should  be 
required  by  bishop  or  inquisitor  to  say,  among  other  things, 
whether  he  believes  that  "what  the  Holy  Council  of  Con- 
stance, representing  the  universal  Church,  has  sanctioned  and 
sanctions  infavoremjidei  et  satutsm  animarum  is  binding  on 
all  Christian  believers,  and  also  that  what  the  Synod  has  con- 
demned as  contrary  to  the  faith,  must  be  held  by  all  to  deserve 
reprobation."  Hefele  can  do  nothing  with  this  passage  except 
to  construe  the  terms, — infavoremjidei  et  salutem  animarum^ 
as  restrictive !  As  if  Martin  in  a  bull  for  the  suppression  of 
heresy,  which  aimed  to  accomplish  its  end  by  bringing  the  au- 
thority of  the  Council  to  bear  heavily  upon  offenders,  would 
couple  with  the  assertion  of  the  oecumenical  character  of  the 
Synod,  a  partial  denial  of  the  same !  As  if  he  would  sug- 
gest to  persons  heretically  inclined,  that  decrees  not  judged 
to  be  in  favorem  fidei  and  for  the  health  of  souls,  need 
not  be  respected  I  But  Hefele  is  compelled  to  resort  to  the 
hypothesis  that  Martin  V.  purposely  used  ambiguous  language, 
such  as  might  be  understood  by  each  party  as  favoring  its  cause 
against  the  other.  That  is,  he  intended  that  the  supporters  of 
the  Council  should  understand  him  to  approve  of  their  doc- 
trine, at  the  same  time  that  he  left  a  loop-hole  out  of  which 
he  could  escape  1  We  think  more  charitably,  in  this  instance, 
of  Martin  V.,  and  we  interpret  him  as  giving  a  full  and  un- 

*  p.  104. 
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qualified  assent  to  the  decrees  and  declarations,  passed  in 
general  session,  of  the  Coancil  of  Constance.  In  the  third 
place,  when  the  Council  of  Basle  had  reaffirmed  the  Constance 
decrees  on  the  point  in  question,  Eugene  lY.  gave  them  his 
express  and  unqualified  sanction.  The  pretence  of  the  Curial- 
ists,  that  this  was  done  under  stress,  will  not  answer.  There 
^was  the  force  of  public  opinion  and  the  pressure  of  circum- 
stances, so  that  he  did  what  he  would  have  preferred  not  to 
do ;  but  he  acted  freely,  without  coercion.  Moreover,  his  le- 
gates solemnly  swore  to  observe  the  decrees  of  the  Council 
of  Basle,  before  they  were  permitted  to  preside.  We  might 
bring  other  evidence  to  prove  that  Popes  have  sanctioned  the 
Constance  doctrine,  upon  the  relative  authority  of  Councils. 
But  the  great  French  historians  and  theologians  have  estab- 
lished the  fact  long  ago.  It  is  only  the  fresh  assertion  of  the 
contrary  proposition  by  Hefele,  and  his  particular  mode  of  de- 
fending it,  that  has  induced  us  to  enter  into  the  question  at 
all. 

The  subject  of  the  trial  and  execution  of  Hnss  is  treated  by 
Hefele,  on  the  whole,  with  commendable  fairness.  There  are 
occasional  criticisms  on  the  character  and  on  the  statements 
of  Huss,  to  which  we  do  not  assent,  but  which  are  to  bo  ex- 
pected from  a  Roman  Catholic,  even  though  his  proclivities  are 
humane  and  liberal.  Hass,  though  strongly  influenced  by  the 
writings  of  Wicklifife,  was  quite  a  different  man  in  his  intel- 
lectual cast.  Huss  did  not  carry  out  his  principles,  as  Wick- 
liffe  did,  to  their  logical  consequences;  although,  had  he  lived 
longer,  he  might  have  worked  out  a  more  complete  system. 
The  Council  found  it  difficult  to  fasten  on  propositions  which, 
in  the  sense  in  which  they  were  intended  by  him,  could  justly 
be  declared  heretical ;  and  the  impatience  and  passion  of  the 
assembly  prevented  him  from  having  a  fair  and  attentive  hear- 
ing. His  occasional  paradoxes,  which  were  in  themselves  in- 
nocent, were  perversely  construed  into  an  assault  upon  the 
foundations  of  civil  as  well  as  ecclesiastical  authority.  But 
the  Council  were  sagacious  enough  to  discern  that  he  disowned 
the  authority  of  the  Church,  and  placed  himself  on  the  Scrip- 
tures as  he  understood  them.     He  was,  in  truth,  a  Protestant 
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in  this  essential  principle.  He  was  ready  to  renounce  errors, 
if  he  could  be  convinced  that  his  opinions  were  errors;  but  he 
would  not  abjure  his  opinions  at  the  mere  command  of  the 
Council.  He  presented  thus,  in  the  attitude  which  he  as- 
sumed before  that  body,  a  practical  demonstration  to  their 
eyes  that  he  was  a  heretic.  D'Ailly,  Gerson,  and  the  rest  of 
the  eminent  men  who  led  in  the  Council  and  who  were  ready 
to  pull  the  offending  Pope  down  from  his  throne,  were  at- 
tached as  firmly  as  possible  to  the  doctrine  of  hierarchical  au- 
thority. They  simply  held  the  episcopal,  aristocratic  theory 
that  this  authority  inheres  not  in  the  Pope  personally,  but  is 
diffused  through  the  hierarchical  body  ;  that  the  center  of  grav- 
ity is  in  the  whole  assembly  of  bishops,  and  not  in  the  primate. 
They  felt  it  the  more  necessary,  since  they  were  effecting  changes 
with  a  high  hand,  to  mark  the  limits  of  the  reform  which  they 
aspired  to  achieve;  and  this  limit,  as  one  has  said,  they  did 
mark  with  blood.  Every  enlightened  Protestant  Christian 
who  believes  that  the  Scriptures  are  the  guide  in  doctrine  and 
life,  and  that  the  disciple  has  the  right  to  interpret  the  Scrip- 
tures for  himself,  looks  up  to  Hubs  as  a  noble  witness  for  the 
truth  and  an  illustrious  martyr.  It  is  evident  that  his  upright- 
ness, his  sincerity,  his  unfaltering  courage,  his  spirit  of  forgive- 
ness, so  like  that  of  the  Master,  make  a  deep  impression  even 
upon  men  like  Hefele,  who  yet  deem  his  doctrinal  position  an 
erroneous  one.  Luther  said,  in  view  of  the  words  and  conduct 
of  Huss,  that  if  he  was  not  a  good  Christian,  there  never  was 
one. 

Respecting  the  execution  of  Huss,  Hefele  has  interesting 
remarks,  which  are  designed  to  soften  the  condemnation  which 
IB  visited  on  the  Council  for  this  act;  for  it  is  the  Council,  and 
not  Huss,  which,  in  modern  days,  is  on  trial.  He  urges  the 
fact  that  all  civil  punishments  in  those  days  were  severe  and 
barbarous  even,  when  judged  by  our  standards  and  by  existing 
codes.  He  also  shows  that,  according  to  the  universal  opin- 
ion of  that  age,  a  heretic,  convicted  by  the  proper  ecclesiasti- 
cal authority,  should  and  must  be  put  to  death  by  the  civil 
magistrate.  Huss  was  adjudged  a  heretic  by  the  highest  judi- 
cial body ;  and  his  opinions  were,  in  fact,  if  compared  with 
the  creed,  heretical.     The  legislation,  however,  which  inflicted 
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such  penalties  upon  heresy,  Hefele  styles  "  Draconiau,"  and 
he  deplores  the  execution  of  Huss  the  more,  since  great  disad- 
vantages have  resulted  to  the  Church  from  this  iron  legislation, 
and  countless  misunderstandings  and  misconceptions  have  been 
occasioned  by  it. 

Hefele  brings  up  the  burning  of  Servetus,  as  an  illustration 
of  tlie  sentiments  prevalent  even  a  hundred  yeare  later  and 
among  Protestants,  respecting  the  right  mode  of  dealing  with 
heretics.  The  feeble  attempts  which  have  been  made  in  times 
past  to  relieve  Calvin  from  the  responsibility  connected  with 
the  death  of  Servetus,  are  now,  for  the  most  part,  abandoned,  as 
they  ought  to  be.  Calvin,  seven  years  before  the  arrest  of 
Servetus,  said  that  if  he  came  to  Geneva,  he  should  not, 
with  his  (Calvin's)  consent,  go  away  alive.  He  approved 
and  justified  the  execution.  The  "mild  Melancthon,"  as 
Hefele  truly  says,  joined  in  this  approval.  Protestants  gen- 
erally, at  that  time,  held  that  civil  magistrates 'should  use 
the  sword,  which  is  entrusted  to  them,  for  the  extirpation 
of  heresy.  The  theory  of  religious  persecution  is  now  given 
up,  for  two  reasons.  First,  there  is  undoubtedly  a  different 
estimate  of  the  criminality  involved  in  holding  erroneous  opin- 
ions in  religion,  and  a  disposition  to  more  charitable  judgment. 
Along  with  this  feeling,  there  is  a  stronger  sense  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  measuring  the  guilt  of  false  belief.  Yet  this  is  not 
the  only,  nor  is  it  the  chief,  influence  which  renders  Protest- 
ants averee  to  the  use  of  force  against  what  they  consider  dan- 
gerous and  mischievious  errors.  Nor  is  the  experience  of  the 
futility  of  forcible  and  violent  means  for  the  defence  of  truth, 
the  sole  or  the  principal  cause  of  this  change.  We  may  hold 
that  men  are  morally  responsible  for  their  beliefs,  inasmuch 
as  they  are  responsible  for  using  those  means  of  ascertaining 
the  truth,  which  God  has  placed  within  their  reach,  and  be- 
cause character  cannot  be  dissevered  from  belief;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  we  may  hold  that  it  is  utterly  wrong 
to  use  force  for  the  propagation  of  truth  or  the  extirpation  of 
error.  The  real  ground  of  this  view  is,  that  it  is  not  the  func- 
tion of  the  Church  to  use,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  but  moral 
influences  against  religious  error,  and  that  it  is  not  the  func- 
tion of  the  State  to  punish  men  for  their  opinions.  This  rad- 
ical alteration  in  the  view  that  is  taken  of  the  proper  function 
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of  the  State,  and  of  the  Church  as  well,  is  the  gronnd  of  tole- 
ration ;  al though  the  other  motives  to  the  exercise  of  this  spirit, 
which  have  been  adverted  to,  are  cogent  auxiliary  reasons. 
There  are  two  important  differences  between  Protestants  and 
Boman  Catholics,  in  regard  to  this  subject.  The  first  is,  that 
the  amonnt  of  persecution  of  which  Prot^tants  have  been 
guilty  is  far  less  than  that  for  which  Catholics,  in  the  same  pe- 
iod  of  time,  are  accountable.  Thus,  Protestants  have  never 
perpetrated  such  cruelties  as  were  perpetrated  in  the  Nether- 
lands by  the  Roman  Catholics  under  Philip  of  Spain  and 
through  the  Inquisition.  This  difference  is  not  an  unimportant 
one ;  since  it  shows  that  the  misgivings  which  spring  from 
humane  Christian  feeling  have  had  far  more  practical  influence 
in  neutralizing  the  power  of  wrong  principles,  among  Prot- 
estants than  among  Boman  Catholics.  It  took  some  time  for 
Protestants  to  emancipate  themselves  from  the  theory  of  per- 
secution, which  was  an  heir-loom  from  the  middle  ages  and  the 
Catholic  hierarchy ;  but  even  before  this  happy  result  was  con- 
summated, it  was  manifest  that  the  old  principle  of  suppressing 
error  by  force  had  relaxed  its  hold  upon  the  Protestant  mind. 
The  main  difference  between  Protestants  and  Catholics  on  this 
subject,  however,  is  that  while  we  disown  the  theory  of  per- 
secution, and  lament  that  Protestants  should  have  been  so  mis- 
taken as  to  be  guilty  of  it;  while,  in  short,  we  heartily  repent, 
so  far  as  one  generation  can  repent  of  the  errors  of  another, 
of  all  the  instances  of  religious  persecution  in  which  Protest- 
ants bore  a  part,  the  Catholic  Church  makes  no  such  confes- 
sion and  exercises  no  such  compunction.  Hefele  may  deplore 
the  severity  of  the  sentence  against  Huss,  but  even  he  does  not 
commit  himself  to  an  absolute  rejection  of  the  theory  on  which 
that  sentence  was  pronounced.  To  the  attitude  of  the  Catho- 
lic church  generally  on  this  point,  we  shall  soon  have  occasion 
again  to  refer. 

The  true  force  and  intent  of  the  safe-conduct  which  Sigis- 
mnnd  had  given  to  Hnss,  is  a  topic  of  much  interest  to  the 
historical  student.  Did  the  safe-conduct,  properly  interpreted, 
protect  the  bearer  of  it  against  the  Council,  as  well  as  from 
attacks  which  might  emanate  from  all  other  persons  and  bodies ; 
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or  was  it  merely  a  passport  ensuring  his  safety  on  the  journey 
to  Constance,  a  hearing  before  the  Council,  and  a  safe  return 
in  case  of  acquittal?  This  last  interpretation  is  strenuously 
advocated  by  Hefele.  With  him  agrees  Palacky,  the  learned 
and  nsually  accurate  historian  of  Bohemia.*  The  same  view  is 
adopted  by  Leo,  the  German  historian,  although  his  very  luke- 
warm Protestantism  should  prevent  him  from  being  quoted, 
as  he  sometimes  is,  as  a  Protestant  authority.  On  the  other 
side  are  Hallam  and  most  of  the  other  Protestant  historians. 
Neander  speaks  of  the  restricted  interpretation  of  the  safe- 
conduct  as  a  device  of  modern  sophistical  historians,  and  con- 
siders that  Sigismund  was  guilty  of  a  perfidious  violation  of 
his  promise. 

How  stands  the  evidence  ?  If  we  look  at  the  terms  of  the 
safe-c  )nduct,  we  find  that  Huss  is  taken  under  the  protection 
of  Sigismund  and  of  the  Empire,  and  that  all  lords  and  magis- 
trates are  enjoined  to  permit  him,  without  hindrance  or  mo- 
lestation, to  go  and  return, — "  transire,  stare,  morari,  et  retlire 
libere."  Hefele  concedes  that  his  safe  return  was  guarantied, 
provided  he  should  be  acquitted ;  but  no  exception  or  promise 
is  found  in  the  document  itself.  This  exception  Hefele  con- 
siders to  be  implied  in  the  nature  of  the  case.  Huss  was  going 
before  a  judicial  body  to  be  tried,  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  Emperor  would  undertake  to  protect  him  against  the 
very  tribunal  before  which,  as  an  accused  person,  he  was  to 
make  answer  Tlie  reply  to  this  is,  that  Huss  did  not  so  regard 
the  Council.  He  often  said  that  he  desired  to  bring  his  cause 
before  the  Council ;  but  in  all  his  expressions  of  this  nature, 
there  is  always  the  avowed  or  implied  qualification,  that  un- 
less he  can  be  convinced  of  the  error  of  his  opinions,  he  shall  not 
abandon  them.  To  give  up  his  alleged  errors,  provided  they  can 
be  shown  to  be  such,  he  ever  professes  his  readiness,  but  only 
on  this  condition.  In  reality,  he  wished  to  vindicate  himself 
before  so  great  an  assembly,  and  in  this  public  and  conspicu- 
ous manner,  against  aspersions  that  had  been  thrown  out  by 
his  enemies,  and  he  wished  to  show  what  sort  of  a  man  he  was 
by  a  free  and  open  declaration  of  his  opinions  and  feelings.  It 
was  always  far  from  his  design,  as  his  whole  conduct  as  well 

*  OescMehte  der  Bohmm,  IIL  ii.  p.  867  n. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  and  the  Council  of  the  Vatiean.  203 

as  words  prove,  to  surrender  the  convictions  of  his  own  mind,  in 
consequence  of  a  mandate  from  any  man  or  body  of  men.  No 
weight,  therefore,  is  to  be  attached  to  this  argument  of  Hefele, 
especially  as  there  is  no  evidence  that  Sigismund,  prior  to  the 
Council,  had  a  materially  different  idea  respecting  the  design 
of  Huss's  visit  to  Constance,  from  that  of  Huss  himself.  But 
what  was  the  interpretation  which  Huss  himself  gave  to  the 
safe-conduct?  He  considered  that  Sigismund  had  bound  him- 
self to  bring  him  back  in  safety  to  Bohemia.  In  one  of  his 
last  letters,  he  accuses  Sigismund  of  breaking  his  engagement, 
and  says,  that  he  ought  to  have  told  the  Council :  ^'  if  he  (Huss) 
does  not  choose  to  abide  the  decision  of  the  Council,  I  will 
send  him  to  the  king  of  Bohemia,  together  with  your  sentence 
and  the  documents  in  support  of  it,  to  the  end  that  he  [the 
king]  with  his  clergy  may  judge  him."*  Huss  adds  that  Sigis- 
mund had  allowed  Henry  Lefl  and  others  to  say  to  him,  that 
he  should  be  brought  back  unhurt,  in  case  he  chose  not  to  sub- 
mit to  the  judgment  of  the  Council.  Peter  von  Mladenowicz, 
the  friend  of  Huss,  declares  the  same  thing.  Hefele  and  Pa- 
lacky  say  that  nothing  should  have  been  built  by  Huss  and  his 
friends  on  such  declarations,  since  they  manifestly  transcended 
the  bounds  of  Sigismund's  lawful  power.  But  this  answer 
appears  to  us  insufficient.  The  veracity  of  Huss  cannot  be 
called  in  question ;  and  if  the  official  agents  of  Sigismund  gave 
him  this  assurance,  it  is  probable  that  Sigismund  expected  to 
be  able  to  verify  it.  That  Sigismund  blushed  when  Huss  fixed 
his  eyes  upon  him,  at  the  moment  when  the  sentence  of  the 
Council  was  pronounced,  rests  upon  the  testimony  of  a  cred- 
ible eye-witness.  That  it  was  a  fact  widely  reported,  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  remark  ol  Charles  V.  at  Worms,  when,  in  re- 
ference to  a  suggestion  that  he  should  avail  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  lay  hold  of  Luther,  he  said  that  he  would  not 
blush  like  his  predecessor  Sigismund.  Whether  more  or  less 
importance  is  attached  to  this  famous  blush  of  Sigismund,  the 
fact  seems  to  rest  on  pretty  good  authority.  The  only  argu- 
ment of  much  weight  on  Hefele's  side  of  the  question,  is  de- 
rived from  a  passage  in  one  of  the  remonstrances  addressed  by 

*  The  language  of  Hum  is  given  bj  Hefele,  p.  226. 
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the  Bohemian  nobles  to  Sigisinund,  after  Hues  had  been  taken 
into  custody,  and  before  he  had   been   brought  before  the 
Council.     The  arrest  of  Huss,  as  is  well  known,  was  effected 
by  the  Cardinals  on  their  own  authority,  with  the  consent  of 
John  XXLQL, — involuntary  consent,  as  he  declared  to  the  Bohe- 
mians.    It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that  this  imprison- 
ment was  considered,  by  the  Bohemian  friends  of  Huss,  and 
by  Sigismund  himself,    a  flagrant  violation  of  the  terms  of 
the  safe-conduct.     Sigismund,  having  threatened  to  liberate 
him  by  force,  actually  went  so  far  as  to  quit  Constance, — so 
indignant  was  he  that  the  Council  did  not  adopt  efficient  means 
to  relieve  him  from  this  disgrace.     It  was  only  when  it  was 
strongly  represented  to  him  that  if  the  Council  was  to  be  con- 
trolled in  its  action,  all  the  hopes  of  reform  and  of  terminating 
the  schism  would  be  nipped  in  the  bud,  that  he  consented  to 
come  back.     When  by  the  flight  of  his  custodians,  Huss  was 
released  from  the  hands  of  the  Cardinals,  the  Bohemians  were 
confident  in  the  expectation  that  Sigismund  would  deliver  him 
from  his  cruel  confinement  and  procure  for  him  a  hearing  be- 
fore the  Council.     When  this  did  not  follow,  but  Huss  was 
still  kept  in  prison,  the  Bohemians  were  yet  more  aggrieved 
and  exasperated.     Among  the   petitions  and  remonstrances 
with  which  they  endeavored   to  move  the  Council  and  Sigis- 
mund to  fulfill  the  obligations  under  which  he  had  placed  him- 
self, there  is  one  in  which  they  say,  that  provided  Huss  is 
found  guilty  before  the  Council,  and  his  false  doctrine  is  shown 
to  him,  they  do  not  expect  that  he  is  to  go  away  unpunished,  but 
that  the  Emperor  may  then  do  with  him  what  he  chooses.   The 
phrase  is : — ''  Nee  vero  cupimus,  ut  convictus,  falsaque  doctrina 
ipsi  ostens4,  impunitus  abeat.    Sed  tum  pro  ut  potest,  cum 
ipso  agat,  deque  ipso  quod  vult  faciat."*    Possibly  they  mean 
no  more  than  Huss  meant  himself  in  his  professions  of  a  wil- 
lingness to  bow  to  the  Council,  if  they  will  show  him — that  is, 
make  him  see— that  he  is  in  error.     We  must  allow  that  this 
is  not  the  most  natural  interpretation  of  the   phrase.     It  is 
more  naturally  interpreted  as  implying  a  strong  desire  that  he 
should  be  delivered  from  his  gaolers  and  be  heard  before  the 

*  Van  der  Hardu  iii.  88. 
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Coancil,  with  the  judgment  of  which,  even  if  unfavorable  to 
Hnss,  his  friends  wonld  be  content.  If  this  be  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  passage  in  the  Bohemians'  petition  to  Sigismund, 
we  must  conclude  that  the  exact  sense  of  the  safe- conduct  was 
not  definitely  understood  by  all  of  the  parties  concerned,  and 
that  a  discussion  and  difference  of  opinion  as  to  its  intent  and 
scope  sprung  up,  when  the  true  meaning  of  it  became  a  mat- 
ter of  vital  moment.* 

In  this  place,  we  may  notice  an  unjust  criticism  of  Hefele 
upon  Gieseler.  Says  the  former :  "  Fi  nally ,  in  reference  to  the 
letter  of  safe-conduct,  another,  still  heavier  offence  has  been 
laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Council  of  Constance,  which  Gieseler 
thus  formulizes :  4n  order  to  justify  the  Emperor  on  account 
of  his  violated  safe-conduct,  the  Council  put  forth  the  shame- 
ful decree,  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  a  heretic?'  For  the 
sake  of  giving  at  least  the  semblance  of  a  proof,  Gieseler  cites 
two  decrees  of  the  Constance  Synod,  which  Van  der  Hardt 
(T.  iv.  p.  521)  and  Mansi  (T.  xy vii.,  p.  791  and  799)  have  com- 
municated. The  first  of  them  says :  Mf  a  Prince,  also,  has 
given  out  a  letter  of  safe-conduct,  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  is 
stilJ  authorized  to  bring  the  person  charged  with  heresy  to  an 
examination,  and,  if  he  shows  himself  guilty  and  contuma- 
cious, to  punishment;  nevertheless,  he  who  has  given  the  safe- 
conduct  is  bound,  as  far  as  stands  in  his  power,  to  labor  to  ful- 
fill it.'  I  know  not  what  solid  objection  any  one,  from  the 
stand-point  of  those  times,  could  bring  to  this.  But  against 
Gieseler  it  can  be  said  with  the  best  reason,  that  he  has  grossly 
sinned  against  the  Synod  and  against  the  truth,  in  just  leaving 
out  the  conclusion  of  the  reprobated  decree,  viz :  '  that  the 
giver  of  the  safe-conduct  must  do  his  utmost  to  fulfill  it.' " 
Gieseler  combines  with  an  unsurpassed  thoroughness  of  inves- 
tigation an  unequalled  accuracy  of  statement.  His  frigid 
impartiality  is  one  of  his  leading  characteristics.  He  is  totally 
incapable  of  a  wiliul  ev/ppreeeio  vetn.    Looking  into  Yan  der 

*The  Bafo-conduct  obtained  for  Jerome  was  differently  drawn  up;  but  this 
proceeded  from  the  Coancil. 

We  understand  that  Rev.  E.  H.  Gillett,  in  the  next  edition  of  his  interesting 
work  on  the  *'  Life  and  Times  of  Hues,"  will  make  the  safe-conduct  from  Sigis- 
mund the  subject  of  special  examination. 
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Hardt,  we  find  that  the  decree  referred  to  is  abbreviated  and 
imperfectly  paraphrased  by  Hefele,  in  the  passage  just  cited. 
The  decree  declares  that  a  safe-conduct  issued  to  heretics  or 
persons  charged  with  heresy,  by  kings  or  other  princes,  with 
whatever  bond  they  may  have  bound  themselves, — quocunque 
vinculo  se  astrinxerint, — can  work  no  prejudice  to  the  Catholic 
faith  and  interpose  no  hindrance  in  the  way  of  the  arraign- 
ment and  punishment  of  such  persons  by  the  proper  ecclesias- 
tical tnbunal,  even  though  they  may  have  come  to  the  place 
of  trial,  trusting  in  the  safe-conduct,  and  would  not  have  come 
without  it.  Then  follows  the  concluding  sentence,  omitted  by 
Gieseler :  "  Nor  is  the  promiser,  when  he  has  otherwise  done 
what  in  him  lies,  any  further  obliged,  in  consequence  of  his 
engagement."  Now,  it  is  obvious  that  this  sentence  does  not 
affect  materially  the  import  of  the  decree.  But  in  the  text  of 
Van  der  Hardt,  it  is  given  in  brackets  (with  a  reference  to  two 
manuscripts  in  which  it  is  found) ;  and  it  was  probably  a  donbt 
as  to  its  genuineness  that  led  Gieseler  to  leave  it  out.  The 
second  decree,  asserting  that  in  the  matter  of  a  safe-conduct, 
faith  need  not  be  kept  by  Princes  with  heretics,  Hefele  de* 
clares  not  to  have  been  passed  by  the  Council,  and  to  be  found 
only  in  one  codex.  But  it  is  given  as  authentic  by  Van  der 
Hardt,  and  although  Hefele's  view  may,  perhaps,  be  correct, 
that  it  was  a  programme  or  original  proposition  for  which  the 
firet  quoted  decree  was  substituted, — this  decree  being  the  one 
that  actually  passed  in  the  general  session, — there  is  not  the 
smallest  ground  for  impugning  the  honesty  and  impartiality  of 
Gieseler.  The  decree,  in  the  most  offensive  form  of  it,  asserts 
that  the  king  had  done  what  he  lawfully  could  and  what  it  be* 
hoved  him  to  do,  in  the  matter  of  the  safe-condnctf  The  ob- 
noxious clause  affirms  that  Huss,  by  persistently  attacking  the 
orthodox  faith,  has  put  himself  beyond  the  pale — reddiderit 
alienum — of  every  safe-conduct  and  privilege;  "nor  is  any 
faith  or  promise  to  be  kept  with  him,  by  natural  right,  divine 
or  human,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Catholic  Church."  The 
doctrine  which  both  decrees  were  framed  to  embody,  was  the 

*  Nee  sic  promitteatem,  cum  aliAs  fecerit  qaod  in  ipso  est,  ex  hoc  in  aliqno 
reman  sisse  obligatum. 
f  "  Ez  debito  fecisse  qaod  liouit,  et  qaod  decuit  Regtam  Migestatem.'' 
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same,  namely,  that  a  safecondaot  from  a  secular  Prince  gives 
to  a  heretic  no  protection  against  the  lawfal  ecclesiastical 
tribunal.  The  decree  which,  according  to  Hefele,  was  passed, 
simply  formnlizes  this  doctrine.  The  other  decree  adds  the 
reason  that  promises  of  protection  to  one  who  turns  out  to  be 
an  obstinate  heretic  are  ipso  facto  void.  The  theologians, 
from  the  first,  endeavored  to  indoctrinate  Sigismund  with  the 
idea  that  his  safe-conduct  was  limited  and  qualified  by  the  ab- 
solute rights  of  the  ecclesiastical  tribunal  to  try  and  convict 
heretics;  and  there  were  not  wanting  those  who  put  the  doc- 
trine in  the  repulsive  form  in  which  it  appears  in  the  draft  of 
the  second  decree  referred  to  by  Gieseler.  It  is  evident  that 
there  was  complaint  and  loud  complaint  that  Sigismund  had 
broken  his  engagement;  otherwise,  there  would  have  been  no 
occasion  for  such  a  decree,  in  either  form.  The  decree  which 
Hefele  allows  to  have  been  passed,  proves  not  less  clearly  than 
the  other,  that  an  accusation  of  bad  faith  had  been  brought 
against  the  Emperor,  which  was  founded  on  his  failure  to  pro^ 
tect  Huss  from  the  penalty  imposed  by  the  Council. 

Huss  was  condemned.  The  old  quarrel  in  the  University  of 
Prague,  which  resulted  in  the  desertion  of  the  University  by 
the  whole  body  of  German  teachers  and  students,  had  some 
influence  in  increasing  that  spirit  of  hostility  towards  the  Bo- 
hemian innovators,  which  inflamed  the  Council ;  but  the  influ- 
ence of  this  circumstance  was  comparatively  small.  The  phi- 
losophical quarrel  between  Nominalism,  which  was  now  once 
more  in  the  ascendency  at  Paris  and  elsewhere,  and  Realism, 
to  which  in  common  with  Anselm  and  the  most  orthodox  of 
the  Schoolmen,  Huss,  like  Wickliflfe,  adhered,  sharpened  the 
antagonism  of  Qerson.  But  the  violent  and  mob-like  deport- 
ment of  the  Council,  which  contrasts  so  unfavorably  with  the 
Doble  serenity  and  self-possession  of  their  victim,  was  due  to 
the  vindictive  hatred  that  was  felt  towards  what  they  called 
heresy.  This  sentiment  was  sufficient  to  paralyze  all  wiser  and 
more  hnmane  feelings,  even  in  the  hearts  of  gond  men, — for 
such,  we  doubt  not,  were  many  of  those  who  killed  Hnss,  and 
for  whose  forgiveness  he,  remembering  the  words  of  his  dying 
Master,  prayed.  Say  what  one  will  of  minor,  incidental 
questions,  like  this  of  the  intent  of  the  safe-conduct,  and  bring 

VOL.   XXIX.  14 
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forward  what  other  examples  one  may  of  eccleeiastical  iyrvtmy 
and  cruelty,  it  remains  true  that  a  frightful  tragedy  was  enact- 
ed at  Oonstance,  when  a  sincere,  earnest  preacher  of  the  Gos- 
pel, inspired  with  heroic  conrage  and  Ohristian  gentleness, 
and  so  elevated  by  faith  and  love  that  death  had  for  him  no 
terrors,  was  killed  for  his  opinions  by  men  who  claimed  to  be 
acting  in  the  name  of  Jeeos  and  by  his  anthority.  Luther 
published  four  of  the  impressive  letters  which  Hues  wrote 
while  he  wa=)  in  prison  and  shortly  before  his  death,*  and  in 
the  preface  Luther  gives  an  interesting  reminiscence  concern- 
ing himself.  He  says  that  when  he  was  a  young  theologae  at 
Erfurt,  he  took  down  from  the  convent  library  a  volume  of 
Huss's  sermons.  He  was  curious  to  see  for  what  heresies  it 
was  that  Huss  had  been  killed ;  but,  as  he  read,  he  was  struck 
with  astonishment  that  a  man  who  wrote  in  so  excellent  and 
Christian  a  way  should  have  been  burned  to  death  for  heresy. 
As  he  put  back  the  volume,  he  thought  to  himself — not  know- 
ing then  the  particulars  of  the  history, — that  Huss  must  have 
become  a  heretic  after  writing  these  sermons. 

Bossuet  wrote  a  book  on  the  Variations  of  Protestantism. 
Quite  as  copious  and  telling  a  book  might  be  written  on  the 
Variations  of  Roman  Catholicism  ;  and,  we  may  add,  in  such 
a  work  the  name  of  Bossuet  himself  would  figure  largely.  Bei- 
larmine,  a  great,  exponent  of  the  Papal,  anti-Gallican  theology^ 
and  a  great  name  in  the  estimation  of  all  parties,  resorts  to 
different  subterfuges  in  order  to  escape  from  the  difficulty  oc- 
casioned by  the  Constance  decrees  relative  to  the  power  of 
a  Council.f  He  brings  forward  the  utterly  false  position  of 
Turrecremata,  Campegius,  and  others,  that  the  Constance  prop- 
ositions were  meant  to  apply  only  to  times  of  schism,  wh^n 
opinion  is  divided  as  to  who  is  the  lawful  Pope.  He  denies, 
of  course,  that  Martin  Y.  opposed  the  decrees  in  question,  and 
makes  the  term  oonoiliariterj  or  concUialitery  mean  ^^  after  the 
manner  of  other  Councils,  the  matter  having  been  diligently 
examined ; "  a  totally  different  definition  from  either  of  those 

*  Theoe  letters  are  included  in  the  edition  of  Haas's  letters  in  prison,  published 
by  Micowek. 
t  0.  in.  Lib.  U.,  0.  ziz.,  p.  1322  seq. 
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given  by  Hefele,  and  one  altogether  anfoanded.  Equally  on- 
founded  is  the  assertion  that  when  Martin  approved  of  the  de- 
crees which  had  been  adopted  dejide  and  conctlialiter^  he  re- 
ferred solely  to  those  against  the  Wickliffites  and  Hussites. 
Bellarmino  denies  that  John  XXIU,  and  Gregory  IX.  were  de- 
posed against  their  will,  and  affirms  that,  admitting  that  they 
were,  the  power  to  depose  them  does  not  involve  the  power  to 
frame  new  dogmas.  Bjs  whole  treatment  of  this  question  is 
according  to  his  usual  method,  which  is  to  bring  forward  every- 
thing that  can  be  said,  with  any  degree  of  plausibility,  against 
the  antagonist,  whether  the  considerations  advanced  are  con- 
sistent with  one  another  or  not.  He  is  m«^^ter  of  the  art  of 
fencing ;  a  typical  polemic.  Bellarmine  maintains  jthe  opinion 
that  the  Pope  is  absolutely  superior  to  a  Council,  and  that  he 
cannot  be  deposed.*  In  an  earlier  section  of  his  work,t  he 
takes  up  the  question  whether  a  heretical  Pope  can  be  deposed, 
and  discusses  it  at  length.  He  begins  by  stating  the  opinion 
of  Pighius  that  a  Pope  cannot  be  a  heretic,  and  with  this  opin- 
ion he  expresses  his  concurrence.  ^^  Yet,"  he  adds,  ^'  because 
it  is  not  certain,  and  the  common  opinion  is  the  opposite  " — 
*'  communis  opinio  est  in  contrarium  "  — ''  it  will  be  worth  while 
to  see  what  answer  can  be  given,  provided  it  be  allowed  that 
the  Pope  can  be  a  heretic."  It  seems,  by  Bellarraine's  own 
concession,  that  it  was  the  common  opinion  that  a  Pope  could 
fall  into  heresy.  Bellarmine,  with  the  rest  of  the  advocates  of 
the  indefectibility  of  the  Pope,  is  involved  in  extreme  embar- 
rassment by  examples  like  those  of  Liberius,  who  cast  off 
Athanasius,  signed  the  confession  of  the  semiArians,  and  re- 
ceived them  to  his  fellowship,  and  of  Honorius,  who  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  Monothelites,  and  was  anathematized  as  a  her- 
etic by  the  6th  General  Council,  as  well  as  by  several  of  his 
own  successors.  The  various  evasions  that  have  been  sought 
out  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  these  unwelcome  facts,  form  a 
curious  chapter  in  polemical  theology.  Hefele,  while  he  con- 
tends that  Liberius  was  not  a  heretic  in  his  real  opinion  on  the 
Trinity,  allows  that  his  constancy  so  far  broke  down,  that  he 
purchased  his  return  from  exile  by  deserting  the  orthodox 
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Athanasians,  abjuring  the  terra  homodicsion  (and  with  it,  of 
course,  giving  np  the  Nicene  creed),  and  by  joining  hands  with 
heretics.  Newman,  in  his  edition  of  Athanasius,  styles  Libe- 
rins  '*a  renegade."*  Ho  speaks  of  that  time  as  one  wlien 
"  the  Latins"  were  "  committed  to  an  anti-OathoHc  creed,  the 
Pope  a  renegade,  Hosins  fallen  and  dead,  Athanasius  wander- 
ing in  the  deserts,  Arians  in  the  sees  of  Christendom,"  etc. 
That  Liberius  gave  np  the  Nicene  formulary  and  allied  him- 
self with  the  semi- Arians,  is  an  unquestionable  fact.  Athana- 
sius, Jerome,  and  Hilary  are  strong  witnesses  to  his  unfaithful- 
ness. The  instance  of  Honorins  is  still  more  perplexing  to  the 
Curialists.  He  expressed  his  concurrence  with  the  Monothe- 
lite,  Sergius.  All  that  Hefele  can  claim  in  behalf  of  him  is, 
that  he  was  a  Dyothelite  at  heartj  but  not  competent  to  handle 
the  question,  and  was  therefore  led  to  the  avowal  of  opposite 
principles.  That  he  took  the  Monothelite  position  in  his  let- 
ters to  Sergius,  will  be  clear  to  every  unprejudiced  person  who 
is  familiar  with  the  points  that  were  under  discussion.f  Bnt 
whether  he  did  or  not,  it  is  a  fact  that  he  was  anathematized 
as  a  heretic  by  the  6th  general  Council,  in  repeated  declara- 
tions. It  is  a  fact  that  this  condemnation  was  approved  by  the 
Pope,  as  well  as  by  the  Emperor.  It  is  a  fact,  moreover,  that 
Pope  Leo  II.,  who  had  succeeded  Agatho,  reiterated  the  anath- 
ema of  the  Council.  "Pariter  anathemitizamus  novi  erroris 
inventores,  id  est,  Theodorum  Pharinitanum  episcopum,  Oy- 
rum  Alexandrinum,  Serginm,  Pyrrhum,  Paulum,  Petrum, 
Constantinopolitanse  ecclesise  subsessores  magis  quam  prsesu' 
les,  NKONON  ET  HoNOBiTJM,  qui  hauc  apostolicara  sedem  non 
apostolicsB  traditionis  doctriua  lustravit,8ed  profana  proditione 
immaculatam  fidem  subvertere  conatus  est  [or,  according  to 
the  Greek,  subverti  permisit]  et  omnes,  qui  in  suo  errore  de- 
functi  sunt."  In  a  letter  to  the  Spanish  bishops,  and  in  another 
letter  to  king  Erwig,  Leo  charged  Honorius  with  nourishing 
the  flames  of  heretical  doctrine  and  defiling  the  spotless  rule 
of  Apostolic  tradition  which  he  had  received  from  his  prede- 
cessors.   The  TruUan  Synod  (Concilium  Quinisextum)  repeated 

•  p.  127  N.  c.  t  S««»  ^^  ^^^^  point,  Neander,  ni.,  179  N.  8. 
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the  conderanation  of  Honorius,  which  the  6th  Council  had 
passed.  The  7th  General  Council  did  the  same,  and  so  did  the 
8th.  Pope  Sadrian  II.  (867-872)  wrote :  "  although  the  anath- 
ema was  pronounced  upon  Honorius  after  his  death,  yet  it  is 
to  be  understood  that  it  was  because  he  was  charged  with  her- 
esy, for  which  cause  alone  it  is  allowed  to  inferiors  to  resist  the 
movements  of  their  superiors.*'  This  declaration  of  Hadrian 
was  read  and  approved  in  the  7th  session  of  the  8th  General 
Council.  Hefele  shows  fully  and  conclusively  that  Honorius 
was  condemned  by  the  6th  General  Council  for  heresy.  He 
holds  that  the  Council  was  right  in  doing  this,  since  they  could 
not  look  into  his  heart,  but  must  judge  his  declarations  and 
avowals,  which  are  really  heretical.  The  foolish,  because  des- 
perately futile,  endeavor  of  Baronius  to  make  out  that  the 
name  of  Honorius  had  been  falsely  inserted  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  6th  General  Council,  is  completely  demolished  in  the 
third  volume  of  Hefele,  where  proofs  of  the  foregoing  state- 
ments may  be  found.  Popes  and  Councils,  then,  have  united 
in  anathematizing  Honorius  as  a  patron  and  supporter  of 
heresy.  Did  they  believe  that  a  pope  is  indefectible  ?  When 
Popes  acknowledged  the  6th  General  Council  and  anathema- 
tized Honorius,  did  they  hold*  the  doctrine  that  a  Pope  cannot 
err  from  the  faith?  When  all  other  refuges  fail,  the  defenders 
of  Papal  infallibility  set  up  the  plea  that  Honorius  was  utter- 
ing private  opinions,  not  public  delinitions  of  doctrine !  Let. 
ters,  then,  from  the  Bishop  of  Some  to  the  Bishop  of  Constan- 
tinople on  a  doctrinal  question  that  is  agitating  the  whole 
Church,  are  destitute  of  authority  ! 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  remarks  upon  the  case  of  Hono- 
rius, we  have  received  the  pamphlet  of  M.  Gratry,*  Priest  of  the 
Oratoire  and  member  of  the  French  Academy,  which  relates 
to  just  this  topic.  M.  Gratry  is  a  distinguished  writer  upon 
philosophy  and  theology.  We  recollect  that  his  able  work  on 
"  The  Knowledge  of  God"t  is  preceded  by  a  commendatory  let- 
ter from  Pius  IX.    In  the  little  pamphlet  before  us,  M.  Gratry 

*  Mgr.  L'Ey^ne  D*Orl6an8  et  Mgr.  L' Archeydque  de  Malines.  Premiere  lettre  a 
Mgr.  Deehampi.  Par  A.  Qratry,  Pr4tre  de  Voratoire,  mombre  de  l*acad6iiiie 
Fran^abe.    Paris:  1870. 
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expresses  his  strong  sense  of  the  wrong  that  is  done  to  history 
by  the  attempts  to  falsify  the  testimonies  to  the  condemnation 
of  Honorius  for  heresy.  He  shows  that  Honorias  was  con- 
demned for  heresy  "  by  three  oecumenical  Councils  which  were 
approved  by  the  Popes,  by  two  Roman  Councils,  which  were 
presided  over  by  Popes,  and  by  the  Pontifical  profession  of 
faith  in  U8eforage8(plu8iears8iecles).  He  exposes,  with  strong 
displeasure,  the  absurd  pretense  that  the  6th  Council  meant 
anything  by  heresy  except  that  which  the  word  imports.  He 
shows  that  Leo  IT.  anathematized  Honorius  for  something  be- 
sides mere  negligence.  It  was  the  neglect  to  extinguish  an  error 
which  grew  out  of  sympathy  with  it,  and  a  willingness  that  it 
should  prevail.  He  reminds  Archbishop  Manning  that  he  ex- 
poses himself  to  the  penalty  of  excommunication  threatened 
against  all  defenders  of  heretics,  when,  in  the  face  of  the  ver- 
dict of  three  General  Councils,  he  assumes,  in  the  exercise  of 
his  individual  judgment,  to  pronounce  the  oflfending  letters  of 
Honorius  to  be  free  from  heresy.  But  M.  Gratry  is  especially 
earnest  in  his  protest  against  the  changes  that  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  Roman  breviary  and  the  Liber  Diwnvs.  In 
all  the  copies  of  the  former,  up  to  the  commencement  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  the  condemnation  of  Honorius  is  mentioned. 
The  name  of  Honorius  has  now  been  stricken  out.  The  Liber 
Diumus  contains  the  ancient  confession  of  faith  of  the  Popes- 
This  included  the  condemnation  of  Honorius,  but  the  Liber 
Diumus^  containing  the  disagreeable  passage,  is  now  suppress- 
ed.  These  things,  together  with  the  evasions  of  the  papal 
apologists  for  Honorius,  appear  to  M.  Gratry  to  be  examples 
of  intolerable  duplicity  and  mendacity.  He  inquires  if  the 
Church  and  the  Pope  are  to  be  helped  by  lies!  In  the  last 
number  of  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Hefele,*  there  is  a  brief 
Article  by  the  learned  Editor  on  the  Liber  Diurnus,  He  af- 
firms that  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  8th 
century  it  was  held  at  Rome  that  a  Pope  might  be  subjected 
to  trial  and  condemnation,  at  the  hands  of  a  General  Council, 
for  heresy,  and  also  for  negligence  in  his  office.  Hefele  does  not 
explicitly  say,  either  in  this  Article  or  in  his  History  of  Coun- 

*  QuaHaUehrifL  1869.   4. 
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cUs,  whether  or  not  Leo  IL  anathematized  Honorius  for  heresy 
as  well  as  for  criminal  negligence.  He  does  not  conceal,  how- 
ever, the  fact  that  Leo  IL  approved  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
6th  Councilf  and  the  fact  that  by  the  Council  Honorins  was 
condemned  for  being  himself  a  heretic.  That  Leo  U.  and  the 
other  Popes  meant,  in  their  reiterated  anathemas,  to  charge 
upon  Honorins  more  than  mere  remissness,  even  real  partici- 
patioa  in  heresy,  is  made  evident  by  M.  Gratry.  The  farther 
plea  that  Honorins  was  not  speaking  ex  cathedra^  when  respond- 
ing to  interrogatories  of  the  £a6tei*n  Primates  on  a  debated 
question  of  doctrine,  is  effectively  disposed  of  in  this  little 
pamphlet. 

The  Synod  of  the  Vatican,  which  Pius  IX.  has  convoked  to 
rebuke  the  errors  of  the  times,  is  a  much  less  imposing  assem- 
blage than  that  which  was  gathered  within  the  ancient  walls 
of  Constance.  The  realistic  or  practical  spirit  of  tlie  nine- 
teenth century  neither  provides  nor  craves  a  pageant  such  as 
gratified  the  taste  of  the  fifteenth.  The  mediseval  passion  for 
symbols  and  shows  has  now,  to  a  great  extent,  passed  away. 
Everything  in  the  present  Council  betokens  the  altered  condi- 
tion of  Church  and  society.  That  the  Pope  should  gather  a 
Council  at  £ome,  summon  it  into  his  own  court  and  camp,  as 
it  were ;  also,  that  he  should  be  suffered  to  mark  out  and  man- 
age its  proceedings,  with  little,  if  any,  audible  remonstrance, 
indicates  a  great  change,  even  since  the  days  of  the  Tridentine 
Synod,  in  the  temper  of  the  bishops.  The  absence  of  the 
sovereigns  and  princes  is  another  notable  feature,  indicating 
that  the  policy  of  the  Church  is  not  coincident  with  that  of  the 
European  states,  and  that  church  and  state  move  in  different 
(M-bits.  The  cabinets  stand  aloof,  prepared,  if  it  is  thought  ex- 
pedient, to  withstand  and  thwart  the  determinations  of  the 
Council.  The  Church,  in  turn,  asks  no  advice  from  the  civil 
rulers,  and  is  conscious  how  little  practical  authority  she  exer- 
cises over  their  conduct  and  over  the  course  of  political  affairs. 

On  one  of  the  two  great  points  which  absorbed  the  attention 
of  the  fathers  at  Constance,  there  is  a  remarkable  contrast  be- 
tween that  body  and  the  one  now  in  session.  The  preroga- 
tives of  the  Pope  are  again  a  topic  of  discussion ;  but  we  find 
a  powerful  party  in  favor  of  declaring  the  personal  infallibility 
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of  the  Pope.  If  a  general  Conncil  could  be  brought  to  re- 
nounce the  very  prerogative  which  liberal  Catholics  have 
claimed  for  it,  that  would  be  a  triumph  for  the  Papacy  indeed. 
The  monster  which  has  so  long  lifted  its  head  against  the  chair 
of  Peter  would  strangle  itself.  The  principles  and  aims  of  the 
ultramontanist  party  are  well  set  forth  in  the  Pastoral  Letter  of 
Archbishop  Manning,  one  of  their  most  prominent  leaders. 
He  writes  in  vigorous  English.  It  is  almost  a  pleasure  to  read 
invectives  against  one's  self,  when  they  are  uttered  in  the  terse 
and  polished  style  of  this  noted  Prelate.  We  find  in  his 
pamphlet  a  distinct  expression  of  the  ultramontanist  theology ; 
the  very  principles  which  Innocent  III.  proclaimed  when  the 
Papacy  was  at  the  summit  of  its  power.  The  Lord  made  Pe- 
ter, and  the  successors  of  Peter,  the  fountain  both  of  doctrine 
and  of  jurisdiction.  Episcopal  authority,  therefore,  is  derived 
from  the  Pope  and  through  him.  He  is  the  bishop  of  bishops, 
and  the  doctor  of  the  universal  church.  We  cannot  praise 
Bossuet,  ^'  when  his  illustrious  name  is  under  a  cloud."  ^^  Ultra- 
montanism  is  Catholic  Christianity.''  The  object  of  greatest 
dislike  to  this  representative  of  the  Papal  party  is  "national- 
ism." It  is  a  Judaic  notion  that  began  to  rise  when  the  idea 
of  Catholic  unity  began  to  decline.  It  was  the  rise  of  modem 
nationalities,  we  are  told,  that  caused  the  great  Western  schism 
and  Protestantism  after  it  This  is  the  Archbishop's  protest 
against  modem  civilization,  for  modem  civilization  as  distin- 
guished from  mediaeval,  is  inseparable  from  the  rise  of  nationali- 
ties to  distinct  and  separate  existence,  and  to  a  consciousness  of 
separate  rights  and  obligations.  What  is  Manning's  theory  ? 
Does  he  think  that  the  resistance  to  Boniface  VIII.  by  France 
was  all  wrong  ?  Does  he  approve  of  the  bulls  of  Boniface — deri- 
cis  laioas  and  all }  Does  he  think  that  the  European  nations  and 
their  governments  should  have  yielded  hnmble  submission  to 
the  lofty  claims  of  the  Papal  see  to  a  dominion  over  them  f 
Does  he  think  that  the  Council  of  Constance  committed  a  capital 
error  in  seeking  to  curtail  the  Papal  office  f  Should  that  Council, 
instead  of  voting  by  nations,  have  allowed  John  XXIII.  with 
his  host  of  Italian  ecclesiastics  to  govern  the  Assembly  by 
their  numerical  force?  What  would  have  been  the  condition 
of  the  Koman  Catholic  Church  if  this  had  happened  %    It 
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wonld  seem  that  the  Archbishop  is  prepared  to  sanction  the 
doctrine  which  the  most  ambitions  of  the  Popes  formnlized 
and  acted  upon,  that  the  State  is  to  be  sabject  to  the  Church, 
and  that  the  civil  governments  are  to  receive  law  from  the 
Pope.  When  one  reads,  in  the  light  of  history,  the  Archbish- 
op's fine  phrases  about  the  union  of  the  two  jurisdictions,  the 
church  and  state,  and  'Hhe  supreme  direction  of  the  supernat- 
ural over  the  natural  law,"  coupled  as  these  phrases  are  with 
denunciations  of  the  system  that  subordinates  the  Church  to 
%e  State,  or  makes  the  latter  independent  of  the  former,  and 
with  a  general  disapproval  of  the  "  nationalism  "  which  is  the 
prevailing  characteristic  of  the  free  civilization  of  the  modem 
age,  one  is  led  to  conclude  that  it  is  the  realization  of  the  old 
and  fitUen  assumptions  of  Hildebrand,  Innocent,  and  Boniface, 
that  this  enthusiastic  Prelate  hopes  to  behold. 

It  is  not  strange  that  French  ecclesiastics  are  affronted  at  the 
supercilious  and  slighting  tone  in  which  Manning  speaks  of 
Gallicanism.  He  affects  to  consider  this  a  transient  episode  in 
the  course  of  the  history  of  the  Church  of  France;  a  diverg- 
ence from  the  orthodox  faith,  which  never  counted  in  its  favor 
more  than  a  fraction  of  the  French  clergy.  And  he  identifies 
Gallicanism  with  the  movement  of  Louis  XIV.  and  the  Decla- 
ration of  1682.  The  Archbishop  misreads  history.  If  we 
take  Gallicanism,  as  Bossuet  defines  it,  as  consisting  of  the 
three  principles  of  the  independence  of  kings,  as  to  tem- 
poralities, of  ecclesiastical  control,  the  derivation  of  episco- 
pal authority  immediately  from  Christ,  and  the  authority  of 
Councils,  we  shall  find  the  roots  of  this  type  of  Catholicism 
tar  back  iu  French  history.  The  peculiarites  of  the  French 
Church,  as  a  national  Church,  claiming  rights  and  privileges  of 
its  own,  appear  in  full  vigor  in  the  days  of  Charlemagne.  They 
were  maintained  by  Louis  IX.  with  persevering  energy,  against 
Papal  encroachments.  In  the  eventful  period  before  the  Prot- 
estant movement,  when  great  but  ineflbctual  efforts  at  reform 
were  attempted,  it  was  French  doctors  and  statesmen  who  were 
forward  and  influential  in  the  effort  to  restrict  Papal  preroga- 
tives, as  well  as  to  remedy  Papal  abuses.  Gallicanism  is  not 
at  all  the  transient  and  erratic  phenomenom  which  Manning 
represents  it  to  be. 
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In  view  of  BQch  declarations  as  are  made  in  this  pamphlet 
of  Manning,  and  in  other  publications  of  the  ultramontanist 
party,  the  question  arises  whether  the  Council  of  the  Vatican 
is  to  re-affim  the  principles  on  which  John  Huas  and  Jerome 
of  Prague  were  led  to  the  stake.  We  should  be  glad  to  have 
explicit  information  on  this  subject.  The  question  is  not 
whether  the  form  and  degree  of  penalty  to  be  inflicted  for 
opinions  which  are  judged  heretical,  may  not  be  changed  to 
suit  modem  ideas  of  the  criminal  code.  It  is  to  be  presumed 
that  neither  Pope  nor  Bishops  would  wish  to  have  Protestants 
or  other  heretics  burned  at  the  stake.  But  the  question  is, 
whether  the  principle  that  Ohurch  and  State  may  rightfully 
combine,  the  one  to  adjudge  the  degree  of  their  guilt  and  the 
other  to  inflict  the  penalty  upon  persevering  opposers  of  the 
Koman  Catholic  dogmas,  is  still  held  ?  Ought  men  to  be  pun- 
ished criminally  by  the  Church,  or  by  the  State  executing  the 
Church's  verdict,  for  heretical  opinions?  If  we  seek  for  an 
answer  to  this  question  in  the  Pope's  £noyclical,  we  find  that 
the  old  doctrine  of  persecution  appears  to  be  approved  and  as- 
sorted,  and  the  modern  doctrine  of  toleration  appears  to  be  con- 
demned  and  denounced.  The  liberty  of  conscience,  which  is 
conceded  by  modern  States,  is  set  down  among  the  damnable 
errors  of  the  times.  What  does  the  Pope  mean  i  If  he  does 
not  mean  that  civil  governments  ought  to  use  force  to  punish 
persons  who  teach  doctrines  which  are  pronounced  by  him  or 
by  the  Catholic  Church  heretical,  what  do  these  statements  of 
the  Encyclical  mean  i  The  ^'  bloody  tenet  of  persecution  "  is  not 
yet  abandoned,  but,  it  would  seem,  is  again  to  be  asserted  in 
^  audacious  opposition  to  the  humane  and  Christian  spirit  of  the 
age,  and  in  obstinate  derogation  of  the  precepts  of  the  founder 
of  Christianity. 

The  other  point  of  the  Pope's  infallibility,  in  which,  if  the 
new  dogma ns  carried,  the  Council  of  Constance  will  be  flatly 
contradicted  by  the  Vatican  Synod,  is  one  which  an  enemy  of 
the  Catholic  Church  might  wish  to  see  adopted.  For  ourselves, 
if  the  Boman  Catholic  Church  is  to  act  practically  upon  this 
dogma,  as  it  has  done  in  regard  to  the  Immaculate  Conception 
of  the  Virgin,  we  should  prefer  to  have  it  defined  and  declared; 
for  then  it  would  be  more  likely  to  awaken  opposition.    But 
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we  shonld  prefer  that  the  doctrine  should  be  neither  practically 
nor  theoretically  received.  We  may  desire  that  evil  should  be 
manifested,  but  not  that  evil  should  be  done,  in  order  that  good 
may  come.  And  we  have  no  hostility  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  except  so  far  as  we  deem  its  doctrines  erroneous. 

One  of  Manning's  arguments  in  favor  of  an  authoritative 
proclamation  of  the  infallibility  of  the  Pope  is  derived  from 
the  need  of  such  a  doctrine.  Protestants  are  told  that  the 
Church  is  infiillible,  but  they  taunt  Catholics  with  the  fact  of 
a  division  among  themselves  as  to  the  place  where  infallibility 
resides.  Persons  in  quest  of  a  safe  harbor  into  which  they 
can  retreat  from  the  agitations  of  doubt,  are  exhorted  to  cast 
themselves  upon  the  authority  of  the  Church ;  but  when  they 
comply  with  the  counsel,  they  hear  it  said  by  some  that  the 
Pope's  definitions  of  doctrine  are  not  irreformable.  We  fear, 
however,  that  if  the  Ultramontanists  were  to  secure  their  end, 
difficulties  and  perplexities  would  still  remain.  What  are 
the  bounds  and  limits  of  this  Papal  infallibility?  We  are 
told  by  Perrone  and  the  other  Catholic  theologians  of  this 
school,  that  his  infallibility  relates  only  to  matters  pertaining 
to  Faith  and  Morals,  and  that  on  these  matters  he  is  unerring 
only  when  he  speaks  to  the  whole  Church  in  his  character  of 
universal  bishop.  The  fine  distinctions  which  are  made  by 
these  theologians  remind  us  of  a  passage  in  the  "  Republic"  of 
Plato,  where  Socrates,  in  one  of  his  paradoxical  speeches,  ar- 
gues that  no  physician  can  err,  since  when  he  mistakes  he  is 
not  in  that  mistake,  or  so  far  as  he  makes  it,  a  physician  ;  and 
that  no  pilot  can  err,  since,  if  he  misleads  a  vessel,  he  is  not  in 
this  act  a  pilot,  and  so  of  the  various  trades  and  professions. 
A  thousand  questions  would  immediately  arise  respecting  the 
metes  and  bounds  of  this  supernatural  prerogative  of  the  Pop/, 
if  it  were  to  be  authoritatively  ascribed  to  him.  Moreover, 
the  historical  perplexities  in  which  the  champions  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  system  would  be  involved,  already  great  enough 
to  task  them  to  the  utmost,  would  be  much  enhanced  through 
such  a  decree. 

The  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  assumes  to  stand,  with 
priestly  prerogatives,  between  the  soul  and  God.  This  doc- 
trine of  a  priesthood  in  the  Christian  Church,  all  consistent 
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Protestants  unite  in  rejecting.  It  is  the  first  great  corruption 
of  Christianity.  It  is  grateful  to  notice  occasional  symptoms 
of  a  more  true  and  spiritual  conception  of  the  Gospel  and  the 
Church.  Father  Hyacinthe,  in  one  of  his  sermons  or  addresses, 
remarks  that  he  cannot  look  on  these  *great  Protestant  com- 
munities, with  all  the  fruits  of  religion  which  they  exhibit,  as 
disinherited  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  expression  is  a  very 
striking  one.  It  shows  how  the  very  warmth  and  honesty  of 
Christian  feeling  may  carry  one  beyond  the  narrow  bounds  of 
sect  It  was  just  this  recognition  of  the  fruits  or  effects  ol^the 
Spirit,  that  opened  the  eyes  of  the  Apostle  Peter,  and  broke 
down  his  traditional  prejudice.  '*  Forasmuch,"  he  said,  "as 
God  gave  them  the  like  gift  as  he  did  unto  us,  who  believed  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  what  was  I  that  I  could  withstand  God." 
(Acts  xi.  17).  A  like  argument  brought  all  of  the  Apostles 
to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  Paul  and  Barnabas. 
They  learned  that  the  Spirit  was  not  confined  in  the  channel  to 
which  they  had  limited  His  operations.  A  new  dispensation 
had  come,  which  was  of  a  different  character  from  the  old. 
The  revival  of  Judaism  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  ob- 
scured for  ages  an  essential  peculiarity  of  the  Gospel  and  the 
Gospel  Dispensation.  Such  words  as  these  of  Father  Hya- 
cinthe, to  which  we  have  referred,  indicate,  in  our  judgment^ 
the  way  in  which  the  Roman  Catholic  error  and  all  sectarian 
narrowness  will  ultimately  disappear.  Good  men  will  be  com- 
pelled to  acknowledge  that  a  Christianity,  as  genuine  and  as 
valuable,  it  may  be,  as  their  own,  is  found  outside  of  the  bor- 
ders in  which  they  had  supposed  it  to  be  confined. 
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Article    II.— A    CRITICAL    EXAMINATION     OF    PRO- 
FESSOR HUXLEY»S  "PHYSICAL  BASIS  OF  LIFE." 

A  LITTLE  less  than  eighteen  months  ago  a  remarkable  ad- 
dress was  delivered  in  Edinburgh,  bj  Professor  Thomas  H. 
Huxley,  of  London,  which  has  been  published  and  extensively 
circulated,  and  has  attracted  much  attention.  Its  author  is 
Professor  of  Comparative  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  the 
Eoyal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  has  for  some  years  held  a 
prominent  position  among  English  physicists.  The  striking 
facts  and  startling  assertions  of  the  writer,  and  especially  the 
bold  and  almost  defiant  manner  in  which  they  are  presented, 
are  well  calculated  to  excite  the  attention  of  thinking  men. 
Professor  Huxley  did  not  hesitate  in  this  address  to  avow  him- 
self a  follower  of  David  Hume,  and  to  quote  with  approval 
this  sentiment  of  that  philosopher : 

**If  we  take  io  hand  any  volume  of  Diyinity  or  school  metaphysics,  let  as 
ask,  DoM  it  contain  any  abstract  reoioning  ameeming  quantity  or  number  f  No. 
Doe9  it  contain  any  experimental  retuoning  concerning  matter  of  fact  and  exitt- 
enct  f  No.  Commit  it  then  to  the  flamen ;  for  it  cao  contain  nothing  but  sophis- 
try and  illusion." 

He  boldly  declared  that  all  inquiries  about  spiritual  things 
lie  "outside  of  the  limits  of  philosophical  enquiry,"  and  can- 
not be  matters  of  knowledge  or  faith ;  and  told  his  hearers 
that  if  they  accepted  his  conclusions  *'they  had  placed  their 
feet  on  the  first  rung  of  a  ladder  which,  in  many  people's  esti- 
mation," and  he  did  not  except  himself,  ^'  leads  to  the  antipodes 
of  heaven."  He,  to  be  sure,  denies  that  he  is  a  materialist, 
and  yet  affirms  that  ^^  matter  may  be  regarded  as  a  tbrm  of 
thought,  thought  may  be  regarded  as  a  property  of  matter," 
and  again,  ''  matter  and  spirit  are  but  names  for  the  imaginary 
substrata  of  groups  of  natural  phenomena,"  leaving  his  readers 
in  donbt  whether  to  class  him  among  materialists  or  nihilists. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  such  views  have  been  received  with 
satisfaction  by  those  who  believe  that  there  is  a  contest  waging 
between  physical  science  and  faith,  in  which  the  former  is  to 
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gain  the  victory ;  and  that  the  offensive  manner  in  which  thej 
have  been  presented  has  caused  them  to  be  regarded  by  others 
with  suspicion  so  strong  as  to  prevent  their  acqnainting  them- 
selves with  either  the  facts,  the  argaments,  or  the  conclusions 
of  the  essay.  We  do  not  sympathize  with  either  of  these 
classes.  We  do  not  believe  in  any  necessary  antagonism  be- 
tween physical  science  and  religions  or  Christian  faith.  We 
are  at  times  amused,  and,  it  may  be,  vexed  with  the  arrogance 
of  physicists,  as  if  all  knowledge  was  to  die  with  them,  espe- 
cially when  we  find  one  theorist  of  this  sort  opposing  another ; 
one  stoutly  affirming  what  the  other  denies.  Indeed,  when 
we  have  heard  what  have  been  regarded  as  some  of  the  best 
established  principles  of  physical  science  overthrown  and 
again  re-established,  we  have  sometimes  thought  that  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  interfere  in  their  disputes.  But  theories 
and  conclusions  which  are  put  forth  with  so  much  assurance, 
and  in  the  way  of  challenge  to  all  tbe  world,  and  which  are 
accepted  by  so  many  as  indisputable,  ought  not  to  be  passed 
by  without  notice.  We  propose,  then,  to  examine  the  theories 
and  arguments  of  this  essay.  If  it  shall  be  found  on  exami- 
nation that  the  facts  do  not  sustain  the  theories,  it  will  not  be 
the  first  time  in  history  that  on  ''  the  battle  fields  of  science" 
the  performance  has  not  equalled  the  promise. 

The  first  thing  which  strikes  us  in  reading  the  essay  is  the 
loose  estimate  which  the  writer  puts  on  language  as  a  means 
of  expressing  ideas.  He  tells  us,  indeed,  ^'  that  scientific  lan- 
guage should  possess  a  definite  and  constant  signification,"  yet 
when  it  suits  one  purpose,  he  says  that  ^'  matter  and  life  are 
inseparably  connected,"  and  with  another  object  in  view  he 
speaks  of  ^^  lifeless  matter."  He  denies  that  in  nature  there  is 
anything  which  corresponds  to  the  metaphysical  idea  of 
''cause  and  effect,"  and  notwithstanding  this  he  uses  these 
terms  in  his  essay  and  makes  much  of  the  ''  powers  of  mat* 
ter,"  and  reasons  about  the  ''  direct  results  of  the  nature  of 
matter,"  as  if  there  could  be  a  power  which  produces  no  effect, 
and  a  result  which  is  traceable  to  no  cause.  In  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  essay  he  uses  this  language,  ''  If  we  find  that  the 
ascertainment  of  the  order  of  nature  is  facilitated  by  using 
one  terminology  or  one  set  of  symbols,  rather  than  another, 
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it  is  our  clear  doty  to  nse  the  former,  and  no  barm  can  accme 
80  long  as  we  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  dealing  with  terms 
and  symbols.  In  itself  it  is  of  little  moment  whether  we  ex- 
press the  phenomena  of  matter  in  terms  of  spirit  or  the  phe- 
nomena of  spirit  in  terms  of  matter."  A  remarkable  declara- 
tion, certainly,  to  come  from  an  eminent  professor  of  physical 
science,  the  superior  adaptation  of  which  to  train  the  mind  to 
habits  of  precision  is  the  continual  boast  of  its  friends.  We 
shall  have  occasion,  as  we  proceed,  to  notice  the  singular  use 
of  words  by  our  author,  and  shall,  perhaps,  find  that  he  has 
been  led  into  some  striking  fallacies  by  it.  We  allude  to  it 
now  that  our  readers  may  have  it  in  mind  as  we  advance  in 
the  examination  of  the  argument. 

Professor  Huxley  announces  his  subject  as  "  Protoplasm," 
but  as  he  supposes  this  term  is  not  generally  intelligible  he 
translates  it,  for  the  benefit  of  the  unscientific,  into  the  phrase 
"  Physical  Basis  of  Life."  We  regard  it  as  unfortunate  that 
a  term  which  has  acquired  a  definite  signification,  should  have 
been  exchanged  for  such  a  phrase  as  ^'  Physical  Basis  of  Life," 
or  that  the  writer  had  not  at  least  explained  what  he  means 
by  this  somewhat  ambiguous  expression.  For  instance,  he  no- 
where tells  us  what  he  means  by  "  life."  He,  indeed,  states 
the  common  conception  of  life  to  be  "  something  which  works 
through  matter,  but  is  independent  of  it,"  leading  us  to  sup- 
pose that  he  himself  conceives  of  '^  life  "  as  something  dififer- 
ent  from  this;  but  whether,  in  his  view,  life  is  something 
which  does  not  work  through  matter,  meaning  something  which 
has  no  connection  with  matter,  or  as  something  whi4^  is  de- 
pendent on  matter,  we  are  not  clearly  informed.  In  the  next 
line  of  his  printed  essay  we  find  it  stated  that  ^'  life  and  mat- 
ter are  inseparably  connected,"  which  seems  to  be  intelligible, 
and  we  understand  him  to  hold  that  the  stonee  have  life,  and 
even  the  ^cooked  mutton,"  about  which  he  is  so  learned  and 
witty,  declaring  that  it  is  ^^  competent  to  resume  its  old  func- 
tions as  matter  oi  life,"  although  now  '^  dead." 

He  afterwards,  however,  speaks  of  ^'  lifeless  matter,"  that  is 
matter  which  is  not  ''  inseparably  connected  with  life,"  under 
which  class  he  includes  cooked  mutton,  but  as  he  does  not  ex- 
plain how  the  cooked  mutton  can  be  '^  lifeless"  and  yet  have 
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power  to  do  what  he  says  it  is  competent  to  do,  we  are  left  in 
doabt  as  to  his  making  any  real  distinotion  between  the  living 
and  the  lifeless.  He  seems  here  to  think  it  of  no  importance 
what  terminology  he  uses.  So,  too,  "  basis  "  is  a  word  having 
a  definite  meaning  as  a  foundation  on  which  a  superstructure* 
of  life  for  instance,  is  or  may  be  built,  and  we  should  suppose 
that  to  be  its  meaning  here,  but  that  we  find  Professor  Hux- 
ley almost  immediately  using  it  as  synonymous  with  "  mat- 
ter," as  if  he  intended  by  it  tlie  material  substance  out  of 
which  life  is  made,  and  we  finally  conclude  this  latter  to  be  his 
real  meaning.  If,  however,  Professor  Huxley  does  not  ex- 
plain the  expression,  *'  Physical  Basis  of  Life,"  he  goes  on  to 
inform  us  what  conclasion  is  suggested  by  it,  viz:  ^^that  there 
is  one  kind  of  matter  which  is  common  to  all  living  beings, 
and  that  their  endless  diversities  are  bound  together  by  a 
physical  unity."  This  statement  is  simple  and  definite,  and 
we  think  we  have  arrived  at  the  truth  which  this  teacher  is 
about  to  present  to  us,  and  we  inquire  is  this  the  new  philoso- 
phy which  is  to  revolutionize  the  opinions  of  men  f  Is  this  the 
conclusion  **  shocking  to  common  sense,"  by  accepting  which 
we  are  to  be  led  away  from  heaven  ?  Is  this  the  foundation 
for  the  somewhat  glowing  rhetoric  with  which  Professor  Hux- 
ley brings  into  one  class  t!ie  brightly  colored  lichen  of  the 
rock  and  the  painter  who  strives  to  reproduce  it  on  the  can- 
vass; the  microscopic  fungus  and  the  gigantic  Californian 
pine;  the  fiower  which  adorns  a  girl's  hair  and  the  blood 
which  courses  through  her  veins  ? 

It  is  no  new  idea  that  there  is  one  kind  of  matter  common 
to  all  living  beings  and  inanimate  things  as  well.  Chemistry 
long  ago  told  us  that  all  material  substances  may  be  resolved 
into  a  few  simple  elements.  The  experience  of  the  world  has 
shown  from  the  first,  that  at  death  all  living  things  are 
changed  into  their  inanimate  constituents.  The  oldest  book 
we  have  teaches  among  its  earliest  utterances  that  man,  the 
head  of  creation,  was  formed  of  the  dust  of  the  ground.  We 
have  no  difficnlty  with  this  ''conclusion"  which  the  Professor 
announces.  We  accept  it  heartily.  There  is  a  sense  in  which  all 
animals  are  ''  bound  together  in  a  physical  unity,"  and  in  that 
sense  we  assent  to  the  proposition ;  not  meaning  thereby  that  all 
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living  things  are  parts  of  one  vast  material  substance,  or  that 
they  have  all  sprung  from  the  same  grain  of  matter ;  not  as- 
serting that  there  is  no  diversity ;  but  such  a  unity  as  is  indi- 
cated by  the  v^ord  of  God,  and  by  the  experience  of  men 
coupled  with  the  investigations  of  science. 

Professor  Huxley  does  not  allow  us  to  rest  long  on  this 
proposition.    He  proceeds  to  develop  his  theory  more  in  detail. 

Before  proceeding,  however,  to  discuss  his  arguments,  we 
will  quote  from  his  essay  some  passages  which  will  serve  to 
acquaint  our  readers  with  the  facts  on  which  these  arguments 
rest: 

^  Ton  are  doubtless  aware  that  the  common  nettle  owes  its  stinginjjr  property 
to  the  innamerable  stiff  and  needle  like,  though  exquisitely  delicate,  hairs  which 
cover  its  surface.  Each  stinging-needle  tapers  from  a  broad  base  to  a  slender 
summit,  which,  though  rounded  at  the  end,  is  of  such  microscopic  fineness  that  it 
readUy  penetrates,  and  breaks  off  in  the  skin*  The  whole  hair  consists  of  a  very 
delicate  outer  case  of  wood,  closely  applied  to  the  inner  surface  of  which  is  a 
layer  of  semi  fluid  matter,  fall  of  innumerable  granules  of  extreme  miuuteness. 
This  semi-fluid  lining  is  protoplasm,  which  thus  constitutes  a  kind  of  bag,  full  of 
a  limpid  liquid,  and  roughly  corresponding  in  form  with  the  interior  of  the  hair 
which  it  fills.  When  viewed  with  a  sufficiently  high  magnifying  power,  the  pro- 
toplasmic layer  of  the  nettle  hair  is  seen  to  be  in  a  condition  of  unceasing  activ- 
ity. Local  contractions  of  the  whole  thickness  of  its  substance  pass  slowly  and 
gradually  from  point  to  point,  and  give  rise  to  the  appearance  of  progressive 
waves,  just  as  the  bending  of  successive  stalks  of  corn  by  a  breexe  produces  the 
apparent  billows  of  a  corn-field.  But,  in  addition  to  these  movements,  and  inde- 
pendently of  them,  the  granules  are  driven,  in  relatively  rapid  streams,  through 
channels  in  the  protoplasm  which  seem  to  have  a  considerable  amount  of  persist- 
ence. Most  commonly,  the  currents  in  adjacent  parts  of  the  protoplasm  take 
similar  directions ;  and  thus,  there  is  a  general  stream  up  one  side  of  the  hair 
and  down  the  other.  But  this  does  not  prevent  (he  existence  of  partial  currents 
which  take  different  routes;  and,  sometimes,  trains  of  granules  maybe  seen 
coursing  swiftly  in  opposite  directions,  within  a  twenty -thousandth  of  an  inch  of 
one  another;  whUe,  occasionally,  opposite  streams  come  into  direct  collision,  and 
after  a  longer  or  shorter  struggle  one  predominates.  The  cause  of  thi'se  currents 
seems  to  lie  in  contractions  of  the  protoplasm  which  bounds  the  channels  in  which 
they  flow,  but  which  are  so  minute  that  the  best  microscopes  show  only  their 
effects,  and  not  themselves." 

**If  a  drop  of  blood  be  drawn  by  pricking  one's  finger,  and  viewed  with  prop* 
er  precaotioDs  and  under  a  sufficiently  high  microeeopic  power,  there  will  be  seen 
among  the  innumerable  multitude  of  little,  circular,  discoidol  bodies  or  cor- 
puscles, which  float  in  it  and  give  it  its  color,  a  comparatively  small  number  of 
colorless  corpuscles,  of  somewhat  larger  size  and  very  irregular  shape.  If  the 
drop  of  blood  be  kept  at  the  temperature  of  the  body,  these  colorless  oorpusdet 
will  be  seen  to  exhibit  a  marvelous  activity,  changing  their  forms  with  great  ra- 
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pidity,  drawing  in  and  throRting  ofit  prolaogatioM  of  th«ir  enbeUooe,  and  creep- 
ing about  as  if  they  were  independent  organisoM.  The  substance  which  is  thus 
active  is  a  mass  of  protoplasm,  and  its  aetiTitj  differs  in  detail,  rather  than  in 
principle,  from  that  of  the  protoplasm  ^  the  nettle.  Under  sundry  cireumstaocee 
the  corpuscle  dies  and  becomes  distended  into  a  ronnd  mass,  in  the  midst  of 
which  is  seen  a  smaller  spherical  body,  which  eidsted,  but  was  more  or  less  hid- 
den, in  the  living  corpuscle,  and  is  called  its  nii«?#ys.  Corpuscles  of  essentially 
similar  structure  are  to  be  found  in  the  skin,  in  the  lining  of  the  mouth,  and 
scattered  through  the  whole  frame  work  of  the  body.  Nay,  more ;  in  the  earli- 
est condition  of  the  human  organism,  in  that  state  in  which  it  has  just  become 
distinguishable  from  the  egg  in  which  it  arises,  it  is  nothing  but  an  aggregation 
of  such  corpuscles,  and  every  org^an  of  the  body  was  oooe  no  more  than  such  an 
aggregation.  Thus  a  nucleated  mass  of  protoplasm  turns  out  to  be  the  struc- 
tural unit  of  the  human  body."  "  Beast  and  fowl,  reptile  and  fish,  mollusk, 
worm  and  polype,  are  all  composed  of  structural  units  of  the  same  character, 
namely,  masses  of  protoplasm  with  a  nucleus." 

In  these  extracts  we  have  all  the  facts  which  are  essential  to 
enable  ns  to  nnderstand  the  arguments  nsed  by  Professor  Hox- 
ley  to  support  his  main  proposition.  Other  facts  we  shall 
bring  forward  as  it  becomes  necessary.  His  statement  of  a 
general  unity  he  now  develops  as  follows : 

"  I  propose  to  demonstrate  that  a  three-fold  unity,  namely,  a  unity  of  power  or 
faculty,  a  unity  of  form,  and  a  unity  of  substantial  composition,  pervades  the 
whole  living  world.'* 

Let  US  examine  each  of  these  propositions  with  the  prom- 
ised demonstation  in  order.  First,  a  unity  of  power  pervades 
the  whole  living  world.  Professor  Huxley  explains  that  these 
powers  may  be  different  in  degree,  but  claims  that  they  are 
similar  in  kind.  The  proposition  then,  is,  that  the  same  kind 
of  power  pervades  all  living  things.  The  demonstration  is  as 
follows:  "Either  they  (the  powers  of  all  living  things)  are 
immediately  directed  to  the  maintenance  and  development  of 
the  body,  or  they  effect  transitory  changes  in  the  relative  po- 
sitions of  parts  of  the  body,  or  they  tend  towards  a  contin- 
uance of  the  species."  Granting  all  this  to  be  true,  the  de- 
monstration is  not  complete.  The  argument  is  that  because, 
for  instance,  the  body  of  a  plant  is  maintained  and  developed 
by  "  a  power,"  and  the  body  of  an  animal  is  maintained  and 
developed  by  "  a  power,"  therefore  these  powers  are  of  the 
same  kind.  But  this  reasoning  does  not  go  very  far  to  estab- 
lish the  proposition.    Even  if  we  admit  that  the  results  of  the 
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two  powers  are  the  same,  that  is,  that  the  body  of  the  plant 
and  the  animal  are  the  same,  which  is  certainly  not  a  self-evi- 
dent truth,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  powers  from 
which  each  are  derived  are  the  same.  In  the  inanimate  world 
the  same  result  may  be  produced  in  different  ways,  by  differ- 
ent powers.  How  does  it  appear  that  the  same  is  not  the  case 
in  the  living  world  ?  That  an  accomplished  jesult  is  a  certain 
indicator  of  the  kind  of  power  which  produced  it,  is  not  an 
axiom,  and  if  it  is  true,  its  truth  needs  to  be  shown.  But 
Professor  Huxley  assumes  it.  He  brings  no  evidence  to  show 
that  the  processes  which  tend  to  the  maintenance  and  devel- 
opment of  the  body  of  the  plant  are  directed  by  the  same 
kind  of  power  as  those  which  tend  to  the  maintenance  and  de- 
velopment of  the  body  of  the  animal.  This  unity  of  power  is 
asserted — assumed ;  not  proved  nor  demonstrated. 

If  we  suppose  that  by  this  proposition  Professor  Huxley 
means  that  as  the  powers  of  all  living  things  reside  in  the 
protoplasms,  there  is  a  unity  of  power,  or  the  same  kind  of 
power  in  the  protoplasms,  no  proof  is  adduced  of  this.  Let 
us  enquire,  however,  what  the  facts,  as  he  has  given  them, 
teach  on  this  subject.  Do  they  show  that  the  powers  of  the 
animal  and  vegetable  protoplasms  are  of  the  same  kind? 
The  protoplasm  of  the  animal  has  no  power  to  assimilate  min- 
eral matter,  or,  in  the  language  of  Professor  Huxley,  "to 
manufacture  new  protoplasm  out  of  mineral  compounds." 
"  A  solution,"  he  says,  "  of  smelling  salts  in  water,  with  an 
infinitesimal  proportion  of  some  other  saline  matters,  contains 
all  the  elementary  bodies  which  enter  into  protoplasm ;  but  as 
I  need  hardly  say,  a  hogshead  of  that  fluid  would  not  keep  a 
hungry  man  from  starving,  nor  would  it  save  any  animal 
.  whatever  from  a  like  fate."  K,  however,  the  animal  cannot, 
the  vegetable  protoplasm  can,  derive  nourishment  from  min- 
eral matter.  *^  The  fluid,"  he  continues,  ^'  which  offers  such  a 
barmecide  feast  to  the  animal,  is  a  table  richly  spread  to  mul- 
titudes of  plants."  This  ^^  striking  difference,"  as  Professor 
Huxley  himself  calls  it,  interferes  materially  with  the  truth  of 
the  proposition,  that  ^'  a  unity  of  power  pervades  the  whole 
living  world,"  and  perhaps  ends  the  discussion  on  this  point. 
We  observe,  however,  another  **  striking  difference  "  between 
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the  powers  of  animal  protoplasm  and  vegetable  protoplasm. 
The  former  never  manafactares  vegetable  protoplasm,  the 
latter  never  manufactures  animal  protoplasm.  A  block  may 
be  cut  from  the  body  of  a  tree,  but  it  never  shapes  itself  into 
the  head  of  a  philosopher,  nor  does  a  cabbage  spring  sponta- 
neously from  above  the  shoulders  of  a  man.  The  power 
of  the  animal  protoplasm  to  derive  nourishment  is  lim- 
ited to  animal  and  vegetable  matter,  and  does  not  extend  to 
the  mineral  world ;  the  power  oft  the  vegetable  protoplasm  to 
derive  nourishment  is  limited  to  the  vegetables  and  minerals 
and  does  not  extend  to  animal  matter.  In  the  source,  then, 
from  which  their  nourishment  is  derived,  and  in  the  products 
which  are  the  result  of  their  operation,  in  their  beginning  and 
in  their  end,  the  powers  of  animal  and  vegetable  protoplasm 
differ.  "With  such  qualification,"  says  Professor  Huxley, 
"  as  arises  out  of  this  fact,  it  may  be  truly  said  that  the  acts  of 
living  things  are  fundamentally  one."  The  man  who  can 
argue  (?)  in  this  way  would  assert  that  the  act  of  the  horse  in 
drawing  a  load,  and  of  the  philosopher  in  drawing  an  infer- 
ence, are  fundamentally  one.  Indeed,  such  a  conclusion  is  in 
strict  accord  with  Professor  Huxley's  theory,  for  does  he  not 
tell  us  that  "  all  acts  of  the  intellect  are  resolvable  into  mus- 
cular contractions?" 

The  second  proposition  which  he  proposes  to  demon- 
strate is,  that  "there  is  a  unity  of  form  in  all  living  things." 
What  is  meant  by  this  ?  Not  that  the  worm  has  the  same 
form  as  the  eagle;  not  that  the  man  has  the  same  form  as  the 
squash.  No  one  accustomed  to  regard  language  as  a  vehicle 
for  expressing  ideas  would  guess  what  hidden  meaning  lies 
wrapped  up  in  this  phrase,  or  what  facts  are  adduced  to  de- 
monstrate the  truth  of  the  proposijion  that  "  there  is  a  unity 
of  form  in  all  living  things."  Indeed,  in  his  argument  on  this 
very  subject,  unity  of  form,  Professor  Huxley,  as  in  repeated 
instances  elsewhere,  some  of  which  we  have  already  shown, 
contradicts  himself,  when  he  says  that  "  the  substance  of  the 
nettle  is  made  up  of  masses  of  nucleated  protoplasm,  each  con- 
tained in  a  wooden  case,  which  is  modified  inform?'*  His 
demonstration  of  this  proposition  seems  to  be,  for  we  speak 
with  some  caution,  that  as  in  the  plant  the  protoplasm  is  seen 
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to  be  in  a  state  of  anceasing  activity,  a  general  stream  cours- 
ing up  one  side  and  down  the  other,  &c.,  and  in  the  drop  of 
blood  the  protoplasm  is  seen  ever  in  motion  ;  the  simple  feet 
that  there  is  motion  in  the  two  cases  is  sufficient  to  prove, 
nay,  to  demonstrate,  that  there  is  a  unity  of  form  between 
them.  Professor  Huxley  does  not  tell  us  (if  the  fact  were  so, 
he  would  not  withhold  it,)  that  the  "grannies  of  extreme  mi- 
nuteness" which  course  so  swiftly  in  the  nettle  hair,  are  of 
the  same  size  or  shape,  or  that  their  course  is  in  the  same 
order  or  figure,  as  is  the  case  with  those  "  corpuscles  of  very 
irregular  shape"  which  are  moving  with  such  ceaseless  activ- 
ity in  the  drop  of  blood.  A  variation,  in  any  one  of  these 
particulars  would  be  an  important  variation  sufficient  to  nega- 
tive the  idea  of  a  unity  of  form  or  any  other  essential  unity. 
We  infer  from  his  description  of  the  two  protoplasms,  the 
charactei  of  their  movements,  and  what  is  said  of  the  granules 
in  one — "  coursing  up  and  down  in  swift  columns  " — and  the 
corpuscles  in  the  other — ''  creeping  about  and  putting  out  pro- 
longations of  their  substance" — that  there  is  a  difference  in 
one,  or  other,  or  all  the  particulars  mentioned  above.  Pro- 
fessor Huxley  admits  a  difference,  saying  "  the  activity  of  the 
protoplasm  of  the  animal  differs  from  that  of  the  vegetable, 
but  that  it  is  a  difference  of  detail  merely,  and  not  of  princi- 
ple. But  what  do  we  know  of  principle  and  detail  in  this 
case  f  If,  which  we  do  not  admit  but  as  Professor  Huxley 
seems  to  imply,  the  circulation  of  the  infinitesimal  portions  of 
the  animal  or  vegetable  protoplasm  constitutes  life ;  it  would 
be  a  natural  inference  that  the  form  and  size  of  the  revolving 
globules,  the  rapidity  of  their  motion,  their  relative  distances 
from  each  other,  the  character  of  the  curve  which  they  de- 
scribe in  their  revolution,  all  matters  of  detail,  may  be  mat- 
ters of  principle  as  well,  and  that  these  details  or  some  of 
them  bring  it  to  pass  that  from  one  nucleated  mass  of  proto- 
plasm there  springs  a  tree,  and  from  another  a  man.  But  we 
do  not  attempt,  at  this  stage  of  our  enquiries,  to  present  any 
demonstration  ourselves.  Our  sole  aim  is  to  test  his.  We 
sum  np,  then,  our  conclusion  upon  this  point,  as  follows: 
There  is  no  proof  offered  to  show,  the  contrary  is  evident  to 
the  senses,  that  the  forms  of  living  things  are  alike.    No  evi- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


228  A  Oritioal  Eaoaminatian  of  [Av^\ 

dence  is  adduced  to  show  that  there  is  ^^ noity  of  form"  in  the 
protoplasms;  the  only  unity,  if  it  can  be  called  such,  is  in  the 
£Etct  that  in  all  protoplasms  there  is  motion.  This  is  the  whole 
of  the  promised  demonstration  of  this  proposition. 

The  third  proposition  which  Professor  Huxley  professes  to 
demonstrate  is,  that  ^^  there  is  a  unity  of  material  composition 
in  all  living  matter."  He  tells  us  that  chemical  analysis  shows 
^Hhat  all  forms  of  protoplasm  which  have  been  examined  are 
composed  of  the  four  elements,  carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen, 
and  nitrogen ;"  and  this  appears  to  be  his  promised  demon- 
stration. Carbonate  of  lime  is  the  example  which  he  uses  for 
illustration,  although  the  reason  of  comparing  mineral  com- 
pounds with  living  matter  is  not  made  apparent.  He  says,  ^Hhis 
mineral  assumes  an  immense  diversity  of  characters,  though  no 
one  doubts  that  under  all  these  Protean  changes  it  is  one  and  the 
same  thing."  But  he  had  already  said,  ^^  the  statement  that  a 
crystal  of  calc-spar  consists  of  carbonate  of  lime,  is  quite  true, 
if  we  only  mecm  that  ly  appropria/te  processes  it  may  he  re- 
solved  into  carbonic  acid  and  quicklime.  K  you  pass  the 
same  carbonic  add  over  the  very  quick-lime  thus  obtained,  you 
will  obtain  carbonate  of  lime  again ;  but  it  will  not  be  calc- 
spar,  nor  anything  like  it."  It  is  not  for  us  to  reconcile  such 
discrepancies  as  are  presented  in  these  two  extracts,  and  Pro- 
fessor Huxley  does  not  attempt  it.  How  cwbouate  of  lime  in 
all  its  Protean  changes  can  always  be  one  and  the  same  thing, 
and  yet  entirely  dissimilar  from  calc-spar,  which,  by  chemical 
analysis,  yields  no  other  elements  than  carbonate  of  lime,  we 
do  not  pretend  to  explain.  We  think,  however,  that  if  "  car- 
bonate of  lime  is  not  calc-spar  nor  anything  like  it,"  although 
calc-spar  yields  on  chemical  analysis  precisely  the  same  ele- 
ments as  carbonate  of  lime,  then,  on  Professor  Huxley's  own 
mode  of  argument,  we  may  safely  claim  that  the  protoplasm 
of  the  plant  may  yield  on  chemical  analysis  the  same  elements 
as  the  protoplasm  of  the  animal,  and  yet  the  one  is  not  the 
other,  "nor  anything  like  it."  Even  though  Professor  Huxley 
declares  that  "general  uniformity  by  no  means  excludes  any 
amount  of  special  modifications  of  the  iundamental  sub- 
stance" (whatever  that  phrase  means),  we  claim  him  as  our 
authority  against  his  own  proposition.    Chemistry,  if  it  teadies 
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8ome  things,  does  not  teach  all  respecting  even  the  material 
composition  of  bodies.  If  it  did,  we  mast  believe  that  calc- 
spar  is  identical  with  ^'  the  quick-lime  and  carbonic  acid  into 
which  it  may  be  resolved  by  known  processes ;"  that  the  wa- 
ter which  floats  onr  ships  is  one  and  tl  e  same  thing  with  the 
steam  which  propels  them,  and  the  ice  which  obstructs  their 
passage. 

If,  however,  when  Professor  Huxley  says  that  there  is  a 
unity  of  material  composition  in  all  living  matter,  he  only 
means  that  all  living  matter  may  be  resolved  into  a  few  sim- 
ple substances,  we  have  no  objection  to  the  phrase,  "unity  of 
material  composition;"  if  he  means  only  that  onr  chemical 
tests  show  no  difference  of  material  composition  in  all  proto- 
plasm, we  have  no  objection  to  it  We  only  object  to  the  as- 
sumption that  these  tests,  or  any  other  which  we  now  know, 
teach  the  whole  truth  respecting  the  material  composition  of 
bodies,  and  to  the  assertion  that  the  resemblances  which  he 
can  trace  prove  identity.  The  fact  that  a  mass  of  protoplasm 
cannot  be  re-formed  from  the  elements  into  which  it  is  re- 
solved proves  that  there  is  something  about  its  material  com- 
position which  has  not  yet  been  discovered  by  the  profoundest 
chemist  or  the  most  acute  microscopic  observer. 

We  have  already  said  that  the  truth  that  there  is  a  bond 
of  connection  between  all  material  substances  is  not  new. 
The  one  living  God  has  not  left  out  of  his  creation  the  mani- 
festation of  His  unity,  forgotten  and  overlooked  as  this  truth 
may  have  sometimes  been  in  contemplating  the  boundless  di- 
versity of  His  works.  The  unity  of  the  creation  is  a  doctrine 
of  the  Bible,  and  the  more  it  is  understood  will  increase  our 
admiration  of  the  power  and  skill  of  the  great  Architect. 

In  concluding  this  part  of  the  subject  we  say,  then,  that 
Professor  Huxley  has  not  demonstrated  either  of  his  three 
propositions,  "nor  any  thing  like  it."  He  has  given,  on  the 
contrary,  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  neither  of  them  is 
true. 

We  propose,  now,  to  examine  this  essay  from  another  point 
of  view,  and  to  show  some  of  the  assumptions,  and  fallacies 
on  which  its  theories  and  conclusions  are  built. 
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The  facts  are  few  and  flimple.  Carbonic  acid,  water,  and 
ammonia,  all  of  which  are  compound  substancee,  formed  from 
the  simple  elements,  carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen,  and  nitrogen^ 
are  liieless.  These  compounds,  and  nothing  else,  are  found  in 
all  protoplasm,  and  in  protoplasm  we  find  indications  of  life. 
Upon  these  facts,  Professor  Huxley  argues  as  follows : 

**  Carbon,  hydogeo,  oxygen,  and  nitrogen  are  all  lifeless  bodiesw  Of  these,  car 
bon  and  oxygen  unite  in  certain  proportions  and  under  certain  conditions  to  give 
rise  to  carbonic  acid  ;  hydrogen  and  oxygen  produce  water ;  nitrogen  and  hydro- 
gen giro  rise  to  ammonia.  These  new  compounds,  like  the  elementary  bodies  of 
which  they  are  composed,  are  lifeless.  But  when  they  are  brought  together  under 
certiin  conditions  they  give  rise  to  the  still  more  complex  body,  protoplasm,  and 
this  protoplasm  exhibits  the  phenomena  of  life.  I  see  no  break  in  this  series  of 
steps  in  molecular  complication,  and  I  am  unable  to  understand  why  the  language 
which  is  applicable  to  one  term  of  the  series  may  not  be  used  to  any  of  the  others.** 

Let  us  exami  ne  this  argument  and  see  whether  there  is  any 
^'  break  in  the  series  of  steps "  by  which  the  conclusion  is 
reached.  We  will  take  one  step  for  an  example : — "  Hydrogen 
and  oxygen  produce  water."  T>o  ih^y produce  water?  Pro- 
fessor Huxley  tells  us  a  little  further  on, ''  when  hydrogen  and 
oxygen  are  mixed  in  a  certain  proportion,  and  the  electric  spark 
is  passed  tkroicghthem^  they  disappear,  and  a  quantity  of  water 
equal  in  weight  to  the  sum  of  their  weights  a'^pears  in  their 
place.''  Here  we  have  a  definite  scientific  statement,  but  a  very 
different  one  from  that  which  he  uses  as  ^^  a  step  "  in  his  argu- 
ment : — "  Hydrogen  and  oxygen  produce  water  I "  No  ;  they 
might  have  lain  together  in  whatever  proportions  from  the 
first  moment  of  creation,  and  they  would  not  have  produced 
water.  They  are  inert,  inactive,  passive.  Were  it  not  that  an 
electric  spark,  a  slip  of  platinum,  or  some  degree  of  heat  had 
moved  them,  they  would  have  remained  uncompounded  to  this 
day.  Should  the  electric  spark  count  for  nothing  in  this  series 
of  steps  ?  Without  it  the  result  described  would  not  have  ap- 
peared. The  important  element,  the  agent  without  which  no 
change  could  have  been  effected,  is  omitted,  and  "  this  step  " 
is  found  to  be  resting  on  no  solid  basis.  So  another  step  in  the 
series  is,  that  under  certain  conditions  carbon  and  oxygen  unite 
to  form  carbonic  acid.  Without  the  presence  of  these  condi- 
tions carbonic  acid  is  not  found.     But  if  we  cannot  leave  out  of 
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view  the  electric  spark  in  the  formation  of  water,  if  we  cannot 
omit  the  conditions  under  which  carbon  and  oxygen  unite  to 
form  carbonic  acid,  neither  can  we  omit  the  conditions  under 
which  protoplasm  is  formed,  the  condition  of  vitality,  the  spark 
of  life. 

In  this  argument  Professor  Huxley  overlooks  or  conceals 
the  important  distinction  between  living  matter  and  lifeless 
matter.  The  living  thing  develops  and  increases  its  bulk ;  it 
changes  other  compounds  and  elementary  substances,  and  as- 
similates them  to  itself;  it  acts  in  various  ways.  The  lifeless 
substance  does  not  develop  or  increase,  it  exerts  no  power,  it 
does  nothing.  How  can  the  two  be  compared  ?  It  is  evident 
that  they  cannot  be  united  in  one  category. 

Again,  it  ia  not  logical  to  say  this  result  occurs  under  certain 
conditions,  that  other  result  occurs  under  certain  conditions, 
therefore  the  results  are  the  same.  The  question  at  once  arises 
what  are  the  conditions  in  the  two  cases  ?  This  is  the  import- 
ant point.  The  conditions  may  be  heavenwide.  Professor 
Huxley  says  ''  there  is  not  the  slightest  parity  between  the 
powers  of  the  water  and  those  of  the  oxygen  and  hydrogen 
which  have  been  given  to  it,"  and  so  of  the  formation  of  pro- 
toplasm he  says,  "  there  is  no  sort  of  parity  between  the  prop- 
perties  of  the  components  and  the  properties  of  the  resultant," 
a  very  strong  reason  one  would  think  for  not  attempting  any 
comparison,  for  where  there  is  no  parity  things  cannot  be  com- 
pared. Yet  the  whole  of  Professor  Huxley's  argument  is  based 
upon  just  this  attempted  comparison.  A  strong  reason,  if  we 
may  reason  from  inanimate  to  animate  things,  one  would  think, 
for  believing  that  as  in  the  one  case  the  elements  of  oxygen 
and  hydrogen  do  nothing  towards  the  formation  of  water,  a 
resultant  having  no  parity  with  its  elements,  but  are  depend- 
ent on  a  spark  of  electricity  or  other  active  agent ;  so  in  the 
other  case  the  carbonic  acid,  ammonia  and  water  do  nothing 
towards  the  formation  of  protoplasm,  but  are  dependent  on  the 
introduction  of  the  element  of  life,  for  thore  is  no  parity  be- 
tween the  properties  of  the  components  and  the  resultant. 

But  Professor  Huxley  goes  on'^to  say,  "  K  the  phenomena 
exhibited  by  water  are  its  properties,  so  are  those  presented  by 
protoplasm  its  properties.    If  the  properties  of  water  may 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


232  A  Critical  Exammation  of  l^V^j 

properly  be  said  to  resnlt  from  the  natare  and  disposition  of 
its  molecules,  I  can  find  no  intelligible  ground  for  refusing  to 
say  that  the  properties  of  protoplasm  result  from  the  nature 
and  disposition  of  its  molecules." 

To  say  nothing  of  the  doubtful  propriety  of  reasoning  from 
lifeless  to  living  matter,  we  have  here  a  fiJlacy  resulting  from 
the  use  of  the  word  "  property."  Little  as  Professor  Huxley 
at  times  seems  to  think  of  the  use  of  words  there  are  occasions 
when  his  whole  argument  seems  to  hang  on  the  use  of  a  word. 
As  a  little  while  ago  his  argument  was,  that  because  certain 
conditions  could  be  predicated  of  two  things,  therefore  they 
could  be  regarded  as  successive  steps  in  a  series,  however 
different  those  conditions  might  be,  so  now  because  he  chooses 
to  call  certain  things  "  properties  "  of  water  and  certain  other 
tilings  "  properties  "  of  protoplasm,  he  compares  them  together. 
What  does  Professor  Huxley  mean  by  the  expression  "  proper- 
ties of  water  I "  He  means  that  the  particles  of  water  have 
an  inherent  power  resulting  from  the  nature  and  disposition  of 
the  molecules  to  change  into  steam  or  into  ice.  They  are  not 
acted  on,  but  they  act,  "just  as  truly  as  the  living  man  acts," 
"  At  32  degrees  Fahrenheit  and  far  below  that  temperature,"  he 
says,  "  oxygen  and  hydrogen  are  elastic  gaseous  bodies,  whose 
particles  tend  to  rush  away  from  one  another  with  great  force. 
Water  at  the  same  temperature  is  a  strong,  though  brittle  solid, 
whose  particles  tend  to  cohere  into  definite  geometrical  shapes, 
and  sometimes  build  up  frosty  imitations  of  the  most  complex 
forms  of  vegetable  foliage."  We  call  these  the  properties  of 
water  and  do  not  hesitate  to  believe  that  they  result  from  the 
properties  of  the  component  elements  of  the  water."  No  proof 
is  attempted,  however,  no  observed  fact  sustains  the  theory 
that  these  results  proceed  from  the  nature  or  disposition  of  the 
molecules,  or  from  the  inherent  power  of  water.  It  is  all 
conjecture,  a  pure  assumption.  Professor  Huxley  is  a  man  of 
science,  who  takes  nothing  on  faith ;  he  has  made  wonderful  dis- 
coveries by  means  of  the  microscope.  Has  he  ever  seen,  through 
his  most  po^^erful  lenses,  this  wonderful  power,  this  all-control- 
ling property  which  "guides  the  aqueous  particles  to  their  places 
in  the  facets  of  the  crystal  and  among  the  leaflets  of  the  hoar 
Irost."   No ;  he  does  not  pretend  to  have  seen  any  such  thing,  or 
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that  any  one  else  has  seen  any  such  thing.  "  We  heU&oe^^  he  says, 
that  in  some  way  or  another  they  (these  phenomena)  result  from 
the  properties  of  the  component  elements  of  the  water."  As, 
however,  he  tells  as  in  another  place  that  we  can  hncw  nothing 
of  the  real  nature  of  any  thing,  this  guess  that  the  result, 
which  he  sees,  proceeds  from  the  properties  (nature  ?)  of  the 
component  elements  of  the  water,  seems  extraordinary.  It  is 
pure  assumption.  In  the  language  of  the  logicians  he  begs 
the  question,  and  the  whole  question.  Have  the  oxygen  and 
hydrogen  power  or  property  resulting  from  the  disposition  of 
their  molecules  to  become  water  ?  If  so,  it  is  strange  they 
have  never  done  so,  but  always  need  the  action  of  the  electric 
spark,  or  other  agent  extraneous  to  themselves ;  and  still,  with 
this  fact  before  him.  Professor  Huxley  turns  away  from  it,  and 
from  the  analogy  which  it  suggests,  and  guesses  that  there  is  in- 
herent power  in  inert  matter.  And  then  comes  this  extraordi- 
nary conclusion.  ^^  If  scientific  language  is  to  possess  a  definite 
and  constant  signification,  whenever  it  is  employed,  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  are  logically  bound  to  apply  to  the  protoplasm  the 
physical  basis  of  life,  the  same  conceptions  as  those  which  are 
held  to  be  legitimate  elsewhere."  Wonderful  logic.  If  Pro- 
fessor Huxley  oanoeives,  not  observes,  something  to  be  the 
property  of  water,  he  is  logically  bound  to  conceive  something 
else  to  be  a  property  of  protoplasm.  If  he  guesses  that  there 
is  inherent  power  in  the  elements  of  water,  he  is  logically 
bound  to  guess  that  there  is  inherent  power  in  the  elements  of 
protoplasm.  In  the  same  way,  we  argue,  as  he  guesses  that 
"the  appearance  of  progressive  waves  "  in  the  protoplasm  rer 
suits  solely  from  the  nature  and  disposition  of  the  molecules  of 
which  it  is  composed,  he  is  logically  bound  to  guess  that  "  the 
apparent  billows  of  a  corn-field,"  which  he  says  these  waves 
resemble,  result  from  the  nature  and  disposition  of  the  mole- 
culeg  composing  the  corn-stalks,  and  not  at  all  from  the  breeze 
which  sweeps  over  them.  This  assumption  underlies  bis  whole 
theory ;  to  it  he  seeks  to  bend  his  facts,  by  it  his  terminology 
is  decided. 

Why  is  it  not  as  logical  to  suppose  that  there  is  a  principle 
of  life  of  which  we  only  see  the  results  in  the  protoplasm,  as 
to  suppose  that  these  results  come  from  a  power  residing  in  or 
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springing  from  the  nature  and  disposition  of  the  molecules, 
^hich  power  we  cannot  see,  the  nature  of  which  we  know  no- 
thing of,  and  the  mode  of  whose  operation  we  cannot  explain  ? 
The  electric  spark,  which  performs  so  important  a  part  in  the 
formation  of  water  from  the  elements  oxygen  and  hydrogen, 
leaves  its  results  behind  it  and  is  not  discovered  by  the  most 
accurate  tests  or  the  strongest  lens.  The  argument  against  the 
vital  power  is  as  valid  against  the  material  power  or  against  elec- 
trical power  or  against  the  power  of  the  breeze  on  the  corn-field. 

We  have  said  that  one  fallacy  of  this  argument,  we  may 
now  say  this  guessing,  is  in  the  use  of  the  word  "  properties;" 
This  word,  in  its  proper  sense,  signifies  that  which  is  peculiar 
to  some  power  or  object.  It  tells  nothing  of  the  essential  na- 
ture of  that  to  which  it  is  applied.  In  this  sense  it  is  right  to 
use  it  with  reference  to  any  thing  which  is  the  subject  of  re- 
mark, but  when  we  go  beyond  this  simple,  natural  meaning, 
and  assign  to  this  word  a  meaning  which  professes  to  interpret 
the  nature  of  the  object  to  which  it  is  applied,  we  are  liable 
to  fall  into  error.  But  Professor  Huxley,  in  many  instances, 
perhaps  always,  uses  this  word  *^  property  "  to  signify  the  power 
which  inheres  in  the  nature,  the  material  composition  of  the 
object,  and  on  this  use  of  the  word  he  bases  his  argument. 
Throughout  his  essay  he  makes  no  difference  between  the  liv- 
ing and  the  lifeless,  using  the  spiritual  terminology  on  material 
subjects.  Thus,  he  says,  the  elements  of  water  have  power  to  be- 
come water ;  the  water  has  power  to  change  its  character ;  cook- 
ed mutton  has  power  to  resume  its  old  functions.  He  speaks  of 
water  as  having  both  active  and  passive  powers,  and  the  same 
can  with  the  same  propriety  be  predicted  of  all  matter.  But 
what  is  a  passive  power  ?  There  can  be  no  such  thing.  It  is 
a  contradiction  in  terms.  Power  is  in  its  essence  active,  efli- 
cient,  not  passive  or  inert.  If  his  meaning  is  simply  that  a  sub- 
stance may  be  acted  on,  the  only  result  obtained  by  using 
the  word  "  power,"  to  express  that  idea  is  to  mislead  and  con- 
fuse. We  have  however  perhaps  said  enough  to  show  that  the 
main  propositions  of  this  noted  essay  are  not  established,  that 
the  theory  which  underlies  it  is  not  supported  by  the  facts  in 
the  case,  but  is  a  sheer  assumption. 

A  little  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago  HLarvey  demon- 
strated the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  since  that  time  many 
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new  facts  concerning  this  circulation  have  been  discovered. 
Professor  Huxley  is  the  latest  laborer  in  this  field,  and  has 
carried  his  investigations  farther  than  any  who  have  preceded 
him,  even  so  far  as  to  ascertain  the  movements  of  the  infini- 
tesimal portions  of  the  blood  to  the  twenty  thousandth  part  of 
an  inch ;  but  he  is  as  far  as  Harvey  was  from  understanding  the 
secret  spring  of  these  movements.  Harvey  could  demonstrate 
that  the  blood  was  driven  by  the  heart  through  the  arteries 
and  retnrned  through  the  veins,  but  he  could  not  tell  what 
causes  the  heart  to  pulsate  or  by  what  means  its  activity  is 
continued.  Huxley  demonstrates  that  the  blood  contains  cor- 
puscles of  extreme  minuteness  which  are  in  ceaseless  motion, 
but  he  cannot  explain  to  us  what  hidden  power  gives  to  these 
corpuscles  their  original  movement  or  why  the  movement, 
when  once  begun,  continues.  All  that  Huxley  knows,  all  that 
can  be  known  by  observation  is,  that  when  life  is  present, 
activity  in  the  corpuscles  is  present ;  when  life  ceases,  the  ac- 
tivity also  ceases.  Physical  science  is  not  competent  to  ex- 
plain whether  the  life  is  the  cause  of  the  activity,  or  the  activity 
is  the  cause  of  the  life.  The  ultimate  fact,  and  one  that  must 
always  remain  such  to  the  observer  is,  that  they  exist  together. 
Although  Professor  Huxley  should  increase  the  magnitying 
power  of  his  lenses  a  hundred  fold,  he  could  not  throw  a  ray 
of  light  on  the  origin  of  life.  We  gladly  accept  him  as  our 
teacher  in  respect  to  all  the  facts  pertaining  to  the  living  or- 
ganism, which  he  has  observed  or  may  observe,  but  when  he 
forms  a  "  conception  "  or  expresses  a  "  belief,"  he  steps  outside 
of  what  he  calls  "  the  limits  of  philosophical  inquiry,"  and  we 
decline  to  follow  him.  Unless  his  conceptions  and  beliefs  are 
deducible  from  his  facts,  they  are  no  better  than  the  vagaries 
of  a  dream. 

We  cannot  but  think  that  the  world  would  have  been  the 
gainer  if  Professor  Huxley  had  devoted  less  time  to  the  micros- 
cope and  more  to  the  study  of  logic.  We  are  surprised  that  so 
many  physicists  should  have  received  the  arguments  and  con- 
clusions of  this  essay  without  objection.  One  desirous  of 
depreciating  the  study  of  physical  science,  would  want  no 
better  argument  than  is  afibrded  by  the  assumptions  and  falla- 
cies of  one  of  its  most  eminent  professors,  and  the  readiness 
with  which  these  are  accepted  by  others. 
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Abticlb  in.— is  the  doctrine   of  the  final  RES- 
TOR /ITION  OF  ALL  MEN  SCRIPTURAL? 

Does  the  Bible  farnish  ground  for  the  belief  that  all  men 
will  finally  be  restored  to  holiness  and  happiness?  There 
need  be  no  apology  for  discussing  a  subject  so  close  to  human 
feeling,  and  which  attracts  increased  attention  daily,  in  the 
theological  world.  As  we  naturally  desire  salvation  for  our- 
selves and  for  others,  so  we  sensitively  shrink  from  the  idea 
that  any  should  be  eternally  lost.  The  thought  is  also  attrac- 
tive to  our  reason,  that  the  universe  will  finally  be  in  complete 
harmon}  with  itself;  that  God  will  use  methods,  in  the  lapse 
of  ages,  by  which  sin  and  misery  shall  be  terminated,  and 
holiness  and  happiness  characterize  all  his  rational  creatures. 
We  can  hardly  conceive  that  a  good  man  should  be  without 
sympathy  with  such  longings  and  hopes.  They  are  the  views 
of  those  called  "  Liberal  Christians."  They  were  entertained 
by  John  Frederick  Oberlin  and  John  Foster,  after  an  exami- 
nation of  the  subject  in  the  light  of  reason  and  of  the  Word 
of  God.  Not  a  few  Christians  decidedly  lean  towards  this 
belief,  while  the  contrary  view  is  accepted  by  yet  others  only 
with  painful  doubt,  and  a  sense  of  conflict.  Learned  and 
orthodox  German  commentators,  such  as  Tholnck,  Neander, 
Olshausen,  and  Lange,  also  intimate  that  the  Bible  gives  an 
occasional  hint,  in  some  large-hearted  and  far-reaching  Pauline 
expression,  of  such  a  restoration.  Let  us  approach  the  subject, 
then,  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  charity,  endeavoring  to  gather 
up  all  the  facts  which  can  shed  light  upon  it ;  let  us  come  to 
it  gradually,  patiently,  thoughtfully,  asking  divine  guidance  in 
exploring  the  divine  counsels. 

First  ofall^  then,  we  confess  that  the  doctrine  of  the  final 
restoration  of  all  fallen  souls  comes  to  us  with  this  suspicious 
mark  upon  its  front,  that  it  has  never  been  the  faith  of  the 
church  of  Christ.  Doubtless  individuals,  like  Clemens,  Alex- 
andrinus,  and  Origen,  were  found  in  the  early  church  (and,  at 
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a  later  period,  now  and  then,  a  heretical  or  mystical  sect  or 
school)  who  favored  this  doctrine.  Bat  nothing  is  more  dear 
than  that  the  church,  as  a  body,  has  ever  maintained  tlie  oppo- 
site view,  and  made  it  a  prominent  part  of  the  Christian  faith. 
Now  it  is  to  be  conceded,  that  no  opinion  can  be  settled  in 
any  age  merely  by  being  pat  to  vote.  The  majority  on  a 
given  point  has  ofteu  been  wrong ;  the  minority  may  be  the 
wiser  and  better  party.  Bat  the  fact  before  us  has  to  do  with 
something  beside  mere  numbers.  It  can  support  the  verdict 
of  the  church  by  a  threefold  consideration  of  great  power. 

(1).  The  majority  in  this  case  can  abide  any  comparative 
test  of  learning  or  piety  which  may  be  applied  to  ascertain 
quality  as  well  as  numbers.  It  is  not  an  ignorant,  supersti- 
tious, and  morally  debased  majority  against  a  learned,  liberal, 
and  pure  minority.  Certainly  the  current  doctrine  of  the 
Christian  church  on  this  subject  has  been  supported  by  the 
overwhelming  weight  of  scholarship  and  piety  among  those 
who  accept  the  teachings  of  Scripture  as  inspired.  From  age 
to  age,  in  the  light  as  well  as  in  the  darkness,  before,  during, 
and  since  the  prevalence  of  Eomish  usurpation  and  corrup- 
tion, by  bodies  of  Christians  who  differ  widely  in  other  re- 
spects, and  who  embrace  the  Oriental  churches,  the  Latin 
cliurcb,  and  all  but  one  or  two  small  sects  of  Protestantism, 
has  the  doctrine  of  restoration  been  rejected,  as  utterly  incon- 
sistent with  Scripture. 

(2).  The  value  of  this  rejection  is  increased  by  the  fact  that 
it  is  contrary  to  the  natural  tendency.  Here  the  very  claim 
which,  in  one  aspect  favors  the  doctrine,  is  seen  to  operate 
against  it.  The  question  must  be  answered,  How  comes  it, 
that  the  church  has  been  thus  agreed  in  interpreting  the  Bible 
contrary  to  man's  natural  desire,  and  to  plausible  demands  of 
the  reason  ?  Every  man,  thinking  of  his  personal  danger  as  a 
sinner,  would  incline  to  the  lees  terrible  view  of  the  penalty  of 
sin,  and  to  the  larger  view  of  the  results  of  redemption.  The 
same  inclination  would  arise  in  the  minds  of  parents,  children, 
and  friends,  as  they  contemplated  the  final  destiny  of  those 
they  loved.  The  longing  for  universal  happiness  aud  holiness 
must  always  have  been  strong  in  pious  souls,  and  must 
have  predisposed  them  to  regard  with  favor  an  interpretation 
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of  Scripture  which  would  warrant  the  addition  of  faith  to  such  a 
hope.  Yet  the  doctrine  of  restoration,  although  supported  bj 
natural  feeling,  and  by  many  desires  and  sympathies  in  re- 
generate souls,  has  utterly  failed  to  command  the  faith  of  the 
Christian  church. 

(3).  But  more  significant  still  is  the  relation  of  such  a  unity 
and  permanence  of  church  belief  to  the  promised  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  We  may  properly  reject  the  idea  of  Papal 
Infallibility :  we  may  doubt  such  a  quality  even  in  an  Ecu- 
menical Council  that  should  be  truly  representative  of  the 
universal  Christian  church ;  but  we  cannot  explain  away  the 
promised  illumination  of  the  abiding  Comforter,  so  that  it  shall 
mean  nothing  practical  or  valuable.  Bejecting  any  enthu- 
siastic and  mystical  appropriations  of  it  by  individuals,  in  a 
sense  that  would  render  them  inspired  authorities,  and  avoid- 
ing the  other  extreme  of  applying  it  to  an  outward  organism 
or  corporation,  we  are  warranted  in  understanding  it  to  mean, 
at  leastj  that  the  body  of  true  believers,  the  succession  of  those 
regenerated  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  shall  be  taught  the  truth  as 
revealed  in  Scripture  concerning  the  grand  facts  which  consti- 
tute the  working  power  of  the  gospel  on  earth.  And  this 
would  seem  necessarily  to  include  the  truth  respecting  the 
final  destiny  of  men,  which  stands  so  closely  related  to  the 
whole  doctrine  of  sin  and  redemption.  Can  it  then  be,  that 
the  Holy  Ghost  has  allowed  almost  the  entire  church  to  abide 
in  serious  error  on  this  solemn  subject }  But  while  deeply  im- 
pressed with  this  opening  suspicion,  this  ear-mark  of  error,  we 
will  not  regard  it  as  conclusive  against  all  argument.  Perhaps 
too  much  light  could  not  be  allowed  to  flood  the  church  at 
first ;  perhaps  the  lapse  of  eighteen  centuries  has  so  elevated 
its  character  and  increased  its  intelligence,  that  now  it  is  pre- 
pared  to  be  taught  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  its  past  anxiety 
for  the  fate  of  the  wicked  has  been  unwarranted  and  exces- 
sive, and  its  confident  interpretation  of  Scripture  quite  mis- 
taken 1  This  does  not  seem  very  probable  ;  let  us  admit  it  to 
be  possible.     We  observe,  then, 

Secondly^  That  we  regard  it  as  another  unfavorable  circum- 
stance, that  the  argument  for  a  final  restoration  is  so  largely 
based  on  mere  sentiment,  or  else  on  abstract,  philosophical 
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arguments  concerning  the  divine  character  and  government, 
called  Bometimes  "the  principles  of  the  Bible."  "We  have 
been  strnck  vs^ith  the  fact,  that  in  the  minds  of  many  who  ad- 
vocate this  doctrine,  it  seems  to  be  an  ebullition  of  feeling 
rather  than  a  careful  exercise  of  judgment.  •'  It  must  be 
true  1  They  cannot  bring  themselves  to  believe  the  contrary ! 
They  will  sooner  reject  the  Bible,  or  even  become  atheists  at 
ODce !"  One  can  hardly  be  expected  to  convince  such  a  state 
of  mind,  or  to  be  convinced  by  it.  To  us  it  does  not  seem  like 
an  act  of  reason,  or  a  state  of  humility.  We  confess  that  we 
are  very  ignorant  of  the  consequences  or  deserts  of  sin,  except 
as  God  teaches  us  by  his  word.  The  future  world  is  an  unex- 
plored realm,  save  as  Christ,  who  came  to  reveal  some  of  its 
mysteries,  has  put  on  record  his  testimony.  Conscience  prophe- 
sies evil :  we  dare  not  trust  natural  hopes:  we  are  sliuc  up  to 
the  words  of  Him  who  said  "  I  am  the  Truth !" 

Thus,  if  any  one  arrays  against  the  Biblical  declaration  that 
those  on  the  left  hand  of  the  Judge  ''  shall  go  away  into  ever- 
lasting punishment,"  the  objection  that  these  words  of  Christ 
offend  his  sentimetit  of  justice  ;  that  no  earthly  sin  can  justly 
entail  an  eternity  of  woe  ;  we  cannot  be  made  to  believe  that 
Christ  was  without  the  sentiment  of  jnstice,  or  that  He  care- 
lessly used  language  to  shock  that  sentiment  in  his  hearers, 
lience,  if  no  other  reply  were  possible,  we  could  refer  the 
solution  to  the  disclosures  of  the  next  life,  as  a  course  wiser 
and  safer  than  to  deny  or  to  change  the  words  of  Christ.  Yet 
reason  assures  that  sin  in  the  human  soul  is  not  a  mere  act,  or 
series  of  acts,  but  is  an  abiding  state,  and  is  so  viewed  in 
the  Bible  always;  that  the  penalty  of  '^eternal  death"  has  re- 
lation to  this  fundamental  fact ;  and  that  a  soul  which  persists 
in  sin  through  this  life  is  in  confirmed  and  hopeless  depravity, 
and  is  therefore  properly  sentenced  to  a  correspondiag  exclu- 
sion from  the  society  and  bliss  of  heaven.  Thus  our  con- 
ception of  justice  is  in  no  respect  wounded:  which  teaches  us 
to  suspect  that  a  sentimental  religion  may  not  be  a  rational  re- 
ligion, and  should  not  be  allowed  to  give  law  to  exegesis. 

For  somewhat  similar  reasouB,  we  lack  confidence  in  those — 
whetlier  called  theologians  or  philosophers — who  build  a  uni- 
verse of  perfect  order  and  beauty  out  of  abstract  principles, 
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and  who  have  vast  knowledge,  aside  from  Scriptnre»  of  what 
God  can  and  cannot  do.  We  can  only  take  the  Jsmmos  as  we 
find  it,  and  interpret  its  past,  and  predict  its  future,  by  read- 
ing the  word  of  Him  who  rules  it ;  in  which  word  He  supplies 
facts  not  otherwise  discoverable,  and  announces  purposes 
which  reason  could  not  anticipate.  Peihaps  Tennyson,  in  his 
^^ In  Memoriamy'*  has  presented  a  fair  specimen  of  the  inter- 
mingling of  the  sentimental  and  rationalistic  process  of  thought 
on  this  subject,  and  of  the  small  certainty  of  its  conclusions : 

"  Oh,  yet  we  trotft  that,  somehow,  good 
Will  be  the  fintl  goal  of  ill. 
To  pnDgfi  of  nature,  sins  of  will, 
Defeett  of  doubt,  and  taints  of  blood ; 

**  That  Dotfaing  walks  with  aimless  feet; 
That  not  one  life  shall  be  destroyed. 
Or  east  as  rubbish  to  the  Toid, 
When  (}od  hath  made  the  pile  complete ; 

**  That  not  a  worm  is  cloven  in  Tain ; 
That  not  a  moth  with  vain  desire 
Is  shrirelled  in  a  fruitless  fini. 
Or  but  subserres  another's  gain. 

"  Behold  I  we  know  not  anything ; 
I  can  but  trust  that  good  shall  fall 
At  last,  far  off,  at  Isst,  to  all. 
And  every  winter  change  to  spring. 

'*  So  runs  my  dream :  but  what  am  I  f 
An  infant  crying  in  the  night: 
An  in&nt  crying  for  the  light ; 
And  with  DO  language  but  a  cry." 

Bat  this  ^  dream  "  has  its  nightmare.  The  poet  is  oppress- 
ed by  horrible  doubts,  which  crush  his  rising  faith,  and  he 
breatiies  out  his  difficulties  in  such  stanzas  as  these : 

"  The  wish,  that  of  the  ttring  wbole 
No  life  may  fail  beyond  the  grare-^ 
Derives  it  not  from  what  we  have 
The  likest  God  within  the  soul  f 
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'*  Are  God  and  Katore,  then,  at  strife, 
That  Katore  lends  such  evil  dreams  7 
So  carefnl  of  the  type  she  seems, 
So  careless  of  the  single  life ; 

"  That  I,  considering  eyerjirhere 
Her  secret  meaning  in  her  deeds, 
And  finding  that  of  fifty  seeds. 
She  often  brings  but  one  to  bear, 

*'I  filter  where  I  firmly  trod. 
And  falling  with  my  weight  of  cares 
Upon  the  great  world's  altar-stairs 
That  slope  through  darkness  np  to  Qod, 

*'  I  str  tch  lame  hands  of  faith,  and  grope, 
And  gather  dost  and  chaff,  and  call 
To  what  I  feel  is  Lord  of  all, 
And  faintly  trust  the  larger  hope.** 

Yes,  this  "  faint  trust "  is  all  the  support  which  can  be  given 
by  either  natural  sentiment  or  natural  reason,  to  this  ^^  larger 
hope.'*  The  difficulty  is,  that  the  principles  adopted  involve 
conclusions  which,  in  brightening  the  future,  contradict  the 
past  and  present,  and  therefore  prove  their  own  absurdity. 
Thus  the  advocates  of  universal  restoration  argue  that  the 
boundless  perfections  of  God  imply  that  the  outcome  of  hu- 
man history  will  be  only  holiness  and  happiness ;  that  these 
compel  UB  to  believe  that  his  power  will  secure  a  universe 
in  which  shall  be  found  no  sin  or  misery,  since  nothing  less 
can  satisfy  the  desire,  or  manifest  the  glory,  of  infinite  love» 
while  any  other  result  would  be  the  eternal  triumph  of  evil 
over  God,  "We  will  not  deny  a  certain  degree  of  force  in  this 
argument,  and  that  it  appeals  strongly  to  an  idea  of  moral 
beauty  and  fitness.  But  omitting,  at  present,  a  reference  to 
Scripture,  and  regarding  only  the  abstract  reason  of  the  case, 
a  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact,  that  one  can  in  this  way  as  easily 
prove,  either  that  there  is  no  God  of  infinite  perfection,  or  that 
there  never  has  been  sin  or  misery !  For  surely  it  may  be 
argued  that  a  Being  of  infinite  natnral  and  moral  attributes 
would  create  and  preserve  a  perfect  moral  universe,  into  which 
neither  sin  nor  suffering  should  ever  gain  admittance.    A 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


242  la  the  Doctrine  of  the  Final  Restoration       [April, 

Being  of  bonndless  parity  and   love  would  so  abhor  sin  and 
SQflToring,  that  he  would  take  all  possible  means  of  preventing 
their  existence,  equally  because  hateful  to  hirnsfelf  as  because 
destructive  to  his  creatures ;  and,  inasmuch  as  his  resources 
are  boundless,  and  He  can  do  all  his  will,  it  is  simply  impos- 
sible that  He  should  have  allowed  evil  to  cast  even  a  shadow 
upon  his  universe.     Rather  than  admit  the  contrary,  it  might 
be  said;  if  we  must  concede  the  fact  of  sin  and  suffering,  we 
will  deny  that  there  is  a  God  ;  we  will  fall  back  on  pantheism 
or  atheism.     It  is  no  sufficient  answer,  to  reply,  "  that  we  may 
not  reason  about  temporary  evil  as  we  would  about  eternal 
evil ;  that  it  might  be  wise  and  right  to  adopt  a  system  in 
which  sin  and  suffering  should  have  a  brief  existence ;  but 
that  to  affirm  their  eternal  duration  is  to  deny  the  divine  at- 
tributes."    This  is  not  a  question  of  quantity,  or  of  time,  but 
of  quality.     It  is  the  question  of  sin  or  no  sin,  that  a  holy, 
wise,  and  omnipotent  God  is  called  on  to  decide ;  and  not 
more  or  less  sin,  or  longer  or  shorter  sin.     Abstract  reason,  if 
it  can  take  jurisdiction  of  this  matter  at  all  (which  we  very 
much  doubt),  must  teach  that  God's  abhorrence  of  sin  would 
lead  him  to  do  all  that  he  could  to  prevent  its  occurrence 
among  his  creatures,  while  his  physical  and  moral  omnipo- 
tence  would  ensure  success  in   its  prevention.     If  any   ob- 
jection be  made  to  this  sweeping  demand  of  reason,  in   the 
name  of  the  freedom  of  the  creature,  and  the  peculiar  limita- 
tions of  moral  government  (as  the  facts  of  the  case  would 
seem  to  require),  then  abstract  philosophizing  is  ruled  out  once 
for  all,  and  may  not  return  to  dictate  on  other  points.     Hav- 
ing failed  utterly  as  to  the  origin  and  early  history  of  the  uni- 
verse, it  shall  have  no  hearing  as  to  its  final  destiny.     So  poor 
a  historian  cannot  figure   creditably  as  a  propliet!     Hence 
Rev.  Thomas  Starr  King  admits,  virtually,  that  in  the  abuse  of 
their  freedom  there  may  be  souls  who  will  persist  forever  in 
sin,   and  who  will  correspondingly  suffer.      His  philoc^ophy 
compels  him  to  say  candidly  :     "  We  cannot  conceive  too  se- 
riously the  ingratitude  of  evil,  the  wrong  which  sin  does  to 
our  own  nature;  the  offence  it  offers  to  the  purity  of  God ;  the 
peril  which  habits  of  evil,  wrought  into  the  constitution  of 
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our  natnre,  induce,  by  sinking  us  away  from  the  region  of  true 
life  and  blessedness.  We  may  be  sure  that  hereafter,  as  well 
as  here,  the  spiritual  laws  will  be  utterly  hostile  to  everything 
but  goodness  in  us,  and  that  we  shall  suffer  according  to  our 
denial  of  God,  and  our  chosen  distance  from  hira."  Again  he 
says :  '"Neither  is  it  a  question  whether  or  not  the  sin  of  this 
life  will  be  visited  with  bitter  consequences  in  the  life  to  come; 
nor  even  whether  souls  may  not  harden  themselves  against  the 
justice  and  grace  of  the  Infinite  forever,  and  prefer  forever, 
through  the  natural  gravitation  of  evil  loves,  to  live  away 
from  God,  and  from  the  bliss  that  attends  the  continual  recep- 
tion of  his  life."  ("Two  Discourses  on  the  Doctrine  of  End- 
less Punishment,"  pp.  31,  38.) 

It  may  appear  to  the  restorationist  that  an  infinitely  perfect 
king  and  kingdom  imply  that  in  the  result  there  shall  be  not 
left  one  rebel,  nor  the  vestige  of  a  prison ;  but  on  the  same 
principle  it  may  much  more  certainly  be  aflSrmed,  that  an  in- 
finitely perfect  king  and  kingdom  imply  a  realm  into  which 
no  thought  of  rebellion  ever  entered,  and  no  prison  was  ever 
needed !  If  we  are  at  liberty  to  reason  merely  from  our  idea 
of  perfection  in  government,  or  our  idea  of  what  the  divine 
attributes  require  or  imply,  is  it  not  a  more  worthy  and  glori- 
ous conception,  to  think  of  God  as  having  a  holy  and  happy 
universe  from  the  very  first,  than  to  believe  that  it  was  marred 
by  sin  and  suflTering  for  long  agen,  and  then  was  recovered  to 
purity  and  bliss?  Would  the  latter  result,  even  if  secured, 
remove  the  imperfection  of  the  previous  reign  of  evil  t  Would 
not  the  niemory  of  it  eternally  abide,  a  dark  spot  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  universe,  and  in  the  consciousness  of  the  once 
apostate  races  ?  Thus  it  appears  that,  even  at  best,  restorationistB 
arrive  at  no  absolute  perfection  in  the  divine  government,  as 
measured  by  their  own  standard,  while  they  are  contradicted 
in  their  leading  principles  of  reasoning  by  all  that  we  now  see 
to  be,  and  know  to  have  taken  place. 

We  have  a  right  to  reason  from  what  has  been  and  now  is, 
to  what  shall  be,  so  far  as  principles  are  concerned.  If  the 
creation  of  finite  minds  with  freedom  of  will,  and  the  institu- 
tion of  moral  government,  imply  a  limitation  of  the  Creator, — 
not  in  himself,  but  in  his  revelations  and  influence, — by  finite 
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capacities,  so  that  God  may  not  prevent  the  introduction  of 
sin  and  misery,  and  their  continuance  through  ages,  then  no 
one  is  authorized  to  say,  that  the  same  limitations,  growing 
out  of  creature-freedom  and  the  peculiarities  of  moral  govern- 
ment, will  not  require  so  much  of  eternal  sin  and  misery  as 
may  remain,  after  a  glorious  redemption,  in  a  crushed  remnant 
of  rebellion  and  a  signal  example  made  of  persistent  trans- 
gressors. No  one  can  show  that  the  attribute  of  benevolence 
is  thereby  impeached,  that  injustice  is  done,  or  that  moral 
government  has  not  been  administered  in  the  wisest  and  most 
worthy  manner. 

Nor  is  this  conclusion  at  all  invalidated  by  the  declaration 
that  punishment  is  in  its  very  nature  disciplinary  to  the  suf- 
ferer, and  will  therefore  be  used  by  God  to  reclaim  his  erring 
subjects.  We  dispute  that  philosophy  of  punishment.  It  is 
not  self-evident  and  axiomatic.  It  is  not  universally  accepted. 
What  is  its  proof?  God  no  where  affirms  it  in  his  word. 
Beason  teaches  that,  under  law,  punishment  has  principal  ref- 
erence, and  ought  to  have  principal  reference,  to  the  public 
good,  and  the  support  of  government.  History  fails  to  pro- 
duce a  single  human  government,  from  the  beginning  of  time 
to  the  present,  based  on  that  idea,  or  a  single  legislator  who 
advocated  it  Penalties  are  inflicted  principally  to  deter  oth- 
ers from  crime,  and  are  never  made  conditional  upon  the  pen- 
itence of  the  oflfender.  Even  under  the  brief  and  less  rigid 
parental  form  of  government,  perseverance  in  wrong  when 
mature  years  are  reached,  and  when  the  family  safety  and 
peace  are  affected,  is  visited  with  total  and  final  expulsion. 
The  Bible  represents  the  effect  of  future  punishment  on  the 
wicked  to  be,  "  weeping  and  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth," 
rather  than  repentance. 

Thirdly,  We  cannot  but  notice  the  vagueness  of  the  pro- 
fessed Scriptural  evidence.  A  doctrine  so  important  should 
be  clearly  taught.  Human  hope  requires  it,  the  relation  to 
the  other  parts  of  the  evangelical  system  makes  it  necessary, 
and,  according  to  the  reasoning  of  its  advocates,  the  bearing 
on  the  divine  glory  renders  such  a  statement  imperative.  Yet 
the  direct  evidence  from  Biblical  assertion  is  acknowled  to  be 
scant.     Thus  an  Article  in  the  Bibliotheca  Sacra^  January, 
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1870,  on  ^'The  Doctrine  of  The  ApostleB,"  based  on  the  Ger- 
man work  of  Professor  Herman  Messner,  says:  ''The  doctrine 
of  the  restoration  of  those  who  did  not  believe  in  Christ  daring 
their  earthly  life  is  certainly  not  distinctly  and  expressly  tanght, 
hot  only  intimated."  Olshansen,  in  his  commentary  on  Matt, 
lii.  31,  82,  althongh  inclined  to  that  view  of  the  fntnre,  is  com- 
pelled to  speak  of  it  thns  ?  ^'  It  has  no  dotibt  a  deep  root  in  noble 
minds :  it  is  the  expression  of  a  heartfelt  desire  for  a  consammate 
harmony  throughoat  creation.  But  considered  from  a  purely 
exegetical  point  of  view,  we  must  confess,  that  no  passage  in  the 
New  Testament  affords  a  clear  and  positive  testimony  for  the 
consnmmation  of  this  heartfelt  desire."  Ro  also  Neander, 
(Planting  and  Training,  p.  294),  after  advancing  cantiously, 
and  with  doubt,  to  the  idea  tliat  such  a  doctrine  may  be  in- 
tended in  certain  Pauline  passages,  adds :  ''At  all  events,  we 
find  here  only  some  slight  intimations,  and  we  acknowedge 
the  gnidance  of  divine  wisdom,  that,  in  the  records  of  revela- 
tion destined  for  such  various  steps  of  religious  development, 
no  more  light  has  been  communicated  on  this  subject ! " 

What,  then,  are  the  testimonies  of  Scripture  alleged  in  sup- 
port of  the  final  restoration  of  all  bein^irs  to  holiness  ar  .illsst 
There  is  not  one  which  is  direct,  which  bears,  that  is  specifi 
eally,  on  the  point  before  us :  not  one  which,  speaking  of  the 
punishment  of  sinners  in  the  future  life,  declares  that  it  will 
be  temporary,  or  disciplinary ;  not  one  which  states  that  the 
sinful  will  be  released  from  their  prison  house,  or  that,  eventu- 
allj,  the  flames  of  hell  will  be  quenched,  because  the  devil, 
with  all  his  angelic  and  human  followers,  shall  have  been  con- 
verted. The  texts  cited  by  restoration ists  are  on  other  sub- 
jects. Hence  Rev.  Thomas  Starr  King  said  candidly  (Doctrine 
of  Endless  Punishment,  p.  5),  "  I  do  not  find  the  doctrine  of 
the  ultimate  salvation  of  all  souls  clearly  stated  in  any  text, 
or  in  any  discourse,  that  has  been  reported  from  the  lips  of 
Christ."  He  appeals  therefore  to  "  the  principles  of  the  reli- 
gion of  Jesus."  Again  he  says  (p.  6),  "  There  is  no  argument 
for  tlie  final  triumph  of  goodness  recorded  in  the  four  gospels, 
nor  any  dogmatic  textual  assertion  of  that  doctrine;  but  all 
the  principles  glow  there,  vivid  as  the  sunlight,  that  are  re- 
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qnired  to  give  ns  the  most  consoling  trust  in  God  throagh 
eternity,  and  the  most  cheering  hope  for  man." 

There  are,  indeed,  passages  which  speak  in  a  lively  and  em- 
phatic manner  of  certain  general  bearings  and  broad  results 
of  the  atonement  of  Christ.  These,  pressed  to  the  extreme  of 
their  literal  and  independent  meaning,  and  nnqaalified  by  the 
specific  and  definite  limitations  elsewhere  made,  give  plans!- 
bility  to  the  theory  in  question.  The  most  common  argument 
in  the  early  stage  of  modern  IJniversaiism  was  from  the  nu- 
merons  texts  which  declare  the  universal  relations  of  the 
death  of  Christ,  suflTered  for  *'  all  men,"  for  ''  the  world,"  &c. 
But  the  distinction  between  the  efficacy  of  Christ's  death  as 
placing  all  men  in  a  salvable  condition,  and  as  actually  saving 
them,  is  so  evident,  and  is  so  sustained  by  all  the  texts  which 
annex  conditions  of  repentance  and  faith,  that  the  argument 
has  nearly  dropped  from  use,  especially  as  the  ITniveraalists 
have  ceased  to  believe  in  a  vicarious  atonement  at  all! 

But  what  shall  be  said  of  Eomans  xi,  32?  '^  For  God  hath 
concluded  them  all  in  unbelief,  that  he  might  have  mercy  upon 
all."  Does  not  this  assertion  point  to  his  ultimate  purpose, 
and  the  final  result?  Not  as  regards  all  men  individually. 
The  Apostle  is  stating  that  the  Jews  are  for  a  time  cut  off,  in 
order  that  the  Gentiles  may  be  grafted  in ;  and  that,  at  a  later 
period,  the  Jews  will  be  reclaimed,  and  thus  mercy  be  shown 
to  both  sections  of  mankind,  and  the  salvation  of  Christ  come 
to  all  without  exception  of  race.  That  the  benefit  of  the  sal- 
vation was  conditional,  however,  and  suspended  on  personal 
faith,  is  put  beyond  doubt  by  a  precisely  parallel  passage  in 
the  same  Apostle's  epistle  to  the  Galatians,  in  which  he  thus 
makes  plain  his  meaning:  (iii,  22.)  ^'Bnt  the  Scripture  hath 
concluded  all  under  sin,  that  the  promise  by  faith  of  Jesus 
Christ  might  be  given  to  them  that  believe." 

A  stronger  appeal  is  made  to  the  language  of  the  fifth  chap- 
ter of  Bomans,  in  which  a  contrast  is  drawn  between  what 
the  human  race  lost  in  Adam,  and  what  it  gained  in  Christ: 
"  For  if  through  the  offence  of  the  one  the  many  be  dead, 
much  more  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  gift  by  grace,  which  is  by 
the  one  man  Jesus  Christ,  hath  abounded  unto  the  many."  *  * 
"  Therefore  as  by  the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all 
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men  to  comdemnation,  even  so  by  the  righteoufiness  of  one 
the  free  gift  came  upon  alt  men  unto  jnetification  of  life.  For 
as  by  the  one  man's  disobedience  the  many  were  made  sin- 
ners, so  by  the  obedience  of  the  one  shall  the  many  be  made 
righteous.  ♦  ♦  *  But  where  sin  abounded,  grace  did 
much  more  abound ;  that  as  sin  reigned  unto  death,  even  so 
might  grace  reign  through  righteousness  unto  eternal  life,  by 
Jesus  Christ,  onr  Lord."  It  may  candidly  be  admitted,  that 
if  we  had  no  other  instruction  in  the  Bible  respecting  the  final 
results  of  the  redemptive  scheme,  a  ground  of  hope  might  be 
afforded,  by  these  expressions,  of  a  universal  human  salvation. 
But  in  their  interpretation  we  are  limited  (1)  by  the  plain  and 
express  declarations  of  Scripture  to  the  contrary,  which  we 
are  yet  to  consider ;  (2)  by  the  opposing  language  of  the  Apos- 
tle in  this  very  epistle,  in  the  second  chapter,  where  he  restricts 
eternal  life  '^  to  them  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well  do- 
ing seek  for  glory  and  honor  and  immortality  ;"  (3)  by  the  con- 
ditional nature  which  he  invariably  ascribes  to  salvation  by 
Christ ;  (4)  by  the  personal  act  of  appropriation  which  the 
very  parallel  and  contrast  between  what  we  derive  from  Adam 
and  from  Christ  imply  in  each  case,  seeing  that  ^^  death  passed 
upon  all  men  hecavseaU  have  sirmed^^  (yev^Q  12),  or  made 
Adam's  transgression  their  own  by  voluntary  lives  of  sin — a 
fact  which  calls  in  the  parallel  for  a  similarly  personal  appro- 
priation of  the  redemption  through  Christ;  which  possibly 
may  be  meant  by  the  form  of  expression  that,  ''  much  more 
they  who  receive  (that  is,  by  personal,  voluntary  act)  the  abund- 
ance of  grace,  and  of  the  gift  of  righteousness,  shall  reign  in 
life  by  the  one,  Jesus  Christ."  (verse  17.)  Nor  when  this 
limitation  is  thus  made,  are  the  assertions  of  the  passage  ren- 
dered weak  and  meaningless.  They  still  abide  in  truth  and 
force,  showing  a  superiority  in  the  salvation  over  the  ruin  ;  (1) 
in  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  haman  race  will  be  found  at  the 
end  among  the  redeemed,  the  lost  being  but  as  the  inmates  of 
oar  prisons  compared  with  the  virtuous  community  ;  and  (2) 
in  that  God,  through  the  work  of  Christ,  will  have  turned  the 
fact  of  sin  into  an  occasion  of  the  divine  glory,  otherwise  un- 
paralleled. 
Another  passage  often  cited  to  sustain  the  theory  of  resto- 
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ration  is,  1  Cor.  xv.  21,  22.  "  For  since  by  man  came  death, 
by  man  also  came  the  resurrection  of  the  dead.  For  as  in  Ad- 
am all  die,  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive."  There  is  cer- 
tainly much  to  be  said  for  the  explanation  (favored  by  De- 
Wette)  that  the  "  all "  in  the  two  members  of  this  comparison 
are  not  identical,  but  represent  two  classes  with  their  respec- 
tive heads — all  men  dying  in  Adam,  their  natural  head,  and 
all  saints  as  surely  made  alive  in  Christ  their  spiritual  head ; 
especially  as  in  this  whole  chapter  the  Apostle  is  specifically 
discussing  the  future  life  of  the  saints.  Yet  in  view  of  the 
parallel  passage  in  Romans,  just  considered,  we  think  the  ar- 
gument exegetically  probable,  that  the  two  "  all  "s  correspond, 
and  refer  to  the  whole  human  race,  respecting  whom  it  is  true 
that  they  become  subject  to  bodily  death  through  Adam,  and 
receive  a  bodily  resurrection  through  Christ.  But  this  latter, 
like  many  other  things  procured  for  us  through  Christ,  may 
be  made  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing  by  an  impenitent  life. 
Hence  Christ  himself  alludes  to  a  double  resurrection  :  '*The 
hour  is  coming,  in  the  which  all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall 
hear  his  voice,  and  shall  come  forth ;  they  that  have  done  good, 
unto  the  resurrection  of  life ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil, 
unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation."  That  Paul  did  not  de- 
velop this  latter  truth  is  explained  by  the  specific  purpose 
which  he  had  in  view,  in  comforting  the  saints.  Yet  we  do 
seem  to  have  a  hint  of  a  distinction,  and  of  the  reference  of 
the  glorious  resurrection  only  to  Christians,  in  the  very  next 
words:  *'But  every  man  in  his  own  order — Christ  the  first- 
fruits,  afterward  they  that  are  ChruCs  at  his  coming."  The 
whole  usage  of  Paul  in  his  writings,  in  his  constant  character- 
ization of  the  saints  as  "  in  Christ  Jesus,"  and  as  "  ChristV* 
forbids  us  to  understand  such  a  specific  phrase  as  including  all 
men. 

Perhaps  the  weak  argument  derived  from  1  Tim.  ii.  4, 
**  Who  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  unto  the 
knowledge  of  the  trnth,"  and  the  parallel  words,  in  2  Pet.,  iii, 
9,  *'  Not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should 
come  to  repentance,"  ought  not  to  be  passed  by.  When  it  is 
said  that  God  is  surely  able  to  carry  out  his  will,  as  here  ex- 
pressed, and  that  consequently  all  men  will  be  saved,  it  is  as- 
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sninod  that  the  words  refer  to  his  decretive  will,  and  announce 
a  purposed  result  But  the  context — which  in  the  one  pas- 
sage is  an  exhortation  to  prayer  for  all  classes  of  men,  and  in 
the  other  is  an  explanation  of  the  delay  of  wrath, — as  well  as 
the  whole  drift  of  Scripture,  points  us  rather  to  his  benevolent 
will  or  desire,  which  urges  all  to  be  saved,  and  makes  it  our 
duty  to  labor  and  pray  for  all.  It  is  thus  simply  parallel  to 
the  words  in  Ezekiel  xviii,  32,  *^  For  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the 
death  of  him  that  dieth,  saith  the  Lord  God ;  wherefore  turn 
yourselves  and  live  ye,"  and  in  xxxiii,  11,  "  Say  unto  them, 
As  I  live,  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death 
of  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live; 
turn  ye,  turn  ye  from  your  evil  ways ;  for  why  will  ye  die,  O 
house  of  Israel  ?" 

An  attempt  is  made  to  press  into  use,  Phil,  ii,  9-11 .  "  Where- 
fore God  hath  highly  exalted  him  (Christ  Jesus)  and  given  him 
a  name  which  is  above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus 
every  knee  should  bow,  of  things  (beings)  in  heaven,  and  things 
(beings)  in  earth,  and  things  (beings)  under  the  earth,  and  that 
every  tongue  should  confers  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father.''  This  sets  forth  simply  the  ''  Lord- 
ship" of  Christ,  as  a  fact  to  be  universally  recognized  in  heaven, 
earth,  and  the  underworld,  or  by  angels,  living  men,  and  the 
departed,  or,  as  some  prefer,  by  heaven,  earth,  and  hell.  01- 
shausen,  himself  a  restorationist,  says :  "  Jesus  is  not  here  ac- 
knowledged as  Mediator,  but  as  i^ord,  and  the  true  interpreta- 
tion of  this  passage,  as  also  Rom.  xiv.  11,  and  Is.  xlv.  23,  show, 
that  it  is  not  a  willing  acknowledgment  of  Jesus  that  is  here 
spoken  of."  *'  Those  knees  which  till  then  were  not  willingly 
bowed  to  him,  shall  then  be  forced  to  bow."  Even  now,  James 
tells  us,  "  the  devils  believe  and  tremble,"  and  when  Jesus 
was  on  earth  the  demons  recognized  his  authority,  and  feared 
that  he  was  come  "  to  torment  them  before  the  time,"  know- 
ing that  eventnally  they  were  to  be  stripped  of  power,  to  be 
humbled  beneath  his  judgment  seat,  and  to  be  cast  into  hell 
forever. 

A  somewhat  favorite  proof-text  for  the  doctrine  of  restora- 
tion has  been  the  language  of  Peter  in  Acts  iii.  21,  "  Whom 
(Jesus)  the  heaven  must  receive,  until  the  time  of  the  restitu- 
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tion  of  all  things,  which  God  hath  spoken  bj  the  mouth  of  all 
his  holy  prophets  since  the  world  began.''  Not  to  lay  undue 
stress  on  the  fact  that  the  word  '*  restitution  "  [ij^oxazaurcda^w^ 
may  mean  **  full  establishment/'  and  thus  the  idea  be  only 
that  Jesus  is  to  tarry  in  heaven  until  all  has  been  accomplished 
on  earth  which  the  prophets  have  predicted,  we  may  claim 
that  such  general  phraseology  simply  imports  the  final  victory 
of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  over  Satanic  opposition,  and  the 
renewal  of  earth's  allegiance  to  her  rightful  king,  as  constantly 
foretold  by  the  Jewish  prophets.  This  by  no  means  teaches 
or  implies,  that  Satan  and  all  the  other  defeated  enemies  are 
transformed  into  saints,  and  made  inhabitants  of  heaven ; 
a  result  of  which  surely  the  **  holy  prophets  since  the  world 
began  "  have  not  continually  spoken,  while  the  Old  Testament 
is  filled  with  predictions  that  the  Messiah  would  crush  bis  foes. 
But,  at  his  second  coming,  Christ  will  inaugurate  his  holy  and 
blissful  kingdom  for  the  reward  of  his  redeemed  ones,  and  will 
institute  a  second  paradise,  of  which  he  has  said,  (Kev.  ii.  7) 
**  To  him  that  overcomcth  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  lite, 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  paradise  of  God." 

But  the  chief  reliance  of  the  restorationists  is  on  Colossians 
i.,  19,  2u.  "  For  it  pleased  the  Father  that  in  him  (the  Son) 
should  all  fulness  dwell,  and  having  made  peace  through  the 
blood  of  his  cross,  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  himself; 
by  him,  I  say,  whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things  in 
heaven."  This  had  influence  withNeander  to  make  him  say; 
(Planting,  &c.  B.  vi,  cap.  1.)  **  This  passage  we  shall  inter- 
pret in  the  simplest  and  most  natural  manner,  if  we  can  admit 
such  a  reference  to  the  reconciling  and  redeeming  work  of 
Christ  on  the  fallen  spiritual  world.  *  ♦  *  A  magnificent 
prospect  is  thus  presented  of  the  final  triumph  of  the  work  of 
redemption,  which  was  first  opened  to  the  mind  of  the  great 
Apostle  in  the  last  stage  of  his  Christian  development,  by  means 
of  that  love  which  impelled  him  to  sacrifice  himself  for  the 
salvation  of  mankind.'*  Ellicott,  also,while  not  quite  venturing 
to  afiirm  the  same  idea,  comes  so  close  to  it  as  to  write :  ^^This, 
and  no  less  than  this,  it  does  say,  that  the  eternal  and  incai^ 
nate  Son  is  the  ^^  causa  medians  "  by  which  the  absolute  total- 
ity of  created  things  shall  be  restored  into  its  primal  harmony 
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with  its  Creator — a  declaration  more  specifically  nnfolded  in 
the  following  clause ;  more  than  this  it  does  not  say,  and  where 
Qod  is  silent,  it  is  not  for  man  to  speak ; "  an  interpretation, 
which  savors   more  of  caution  than   courage.     Let  us  more 
boldly  face  the  question,  which  is,  How  to  give  an  interpreta- 
tion to  these  words,  which  shall  be  natural  and   appropriate, 
and  yet  in  entire  harmony  with  the  obvious  drift  of  Scripture 
in   its  numerous   specific  declarations  as  to  the  final  condi- 
tion of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  after  the  general  judg- 
ment.    To  affirm  here  a  doctrine  of  universal  restoration  of 
fallen  men  and  angels,  certainly  seems  to  be  a  flat  contradic- 
tion of  a  hundred  explicit  passages,  which  teach  thelfinal  per- 
dition of  impenitent  men,  besides  several  which  unequivocally 
declare  the  eternal  ruin  of  Satan  and  his  fallen  comrades,  and 
one  (Heb.  ii.  16)  which  asserts  that  Christ's  redemption  does 
not  extend  to  angels.     Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  many  tind  diffi- 
culty in  understanding  any  thing  less  in  construing  such  em- 
phatic words  as  ''reconcile  all  things  unto  himself,"  followed 
by  the  explanatory  clause,  "  whether  they  be  things  in  earth, 
or  things  in  heaven."    It  may  be  suggested  here,  that  the  al- 
leged universality  of  the  langnage  is,  after  all,  limited  to  earth 
and  heaven,  and  therefore  does  not  include  the  devil  and  his 
angels ;  and  further,  that  the  reference  may  be,  therefore,  to 
the  idea  of  Peter,  who,  in  the   very  act  of  declaring  the  cer- 
tain "perdition  of  ungodly  men,"  says:  "  We,  according  to 
his  promise,  look  for  a  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein 
dwelleth  righteousness."     It  may  also  be  said  with  truth,  that 
less  contradiction  to  the  other  assertions  of  Scripture  would 
be  found  in  interpreting  this  passage  on  the  annihilation  the- 
ory, than  on  that  of  restoration  ;  so  that  it  should  describe  the 
harmonious  and  perfect  condition  of  things,  when  the  wicked 
shall  have  perished  out  of  being,  and  only  a  holy  universe  re- 
main, bound  together  by  the  love  of  a  redeeming  God.     But 
we  prefer  another  solution.    The  difficulty  arises  from  taking 
the  language  in  question  in  an  individual  instead  of  an  organic 
sense.     Paul  is  not  speaking  of  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  and 
earth  as  a  mass  of  individuals,  every  one  of  whom  is  declared 
to  have  been  "  reconciled  ' '  by  Christ  to  the  Father.     That 
sense  would  have  no  application  to  the  larger  portion  of  those 
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supposed  to  be  represented  by  the  word  "  heaven,"  the  nnfel- 
len  angels,  who  need  no  reconciliation  individually  ;  nor  yet 
could  it  apply  to  the  fallen  angels,  without  contradicting  ex- 
pressly the  assertion  in  Heb.  ii,  16,  which  states  that  Christ 
did  not  undertake  the  redemption  of  angels.  Paul  is  using 
heaven  and  earth  as  a  convenient  and  customary  phrase  to  de- 
note the  organic  universe,  as  such,  the  instituted  kingdom  of 
Ood.  This,  viewed  as  an  organic  unit,  was  brought  into  a 
state  of  controversy,  division,  and  alienation,  by  a  two-fold 
rupture ;  the  apostacy  of  Satan  and  the  fall  of  Adam.  The 
original  moral  universe,  from  that  day  to  the  day  of  Judgment, 
presents  a  scene  of  disorder,  because  the  process  of  the  devel- 
opment and  the  conflict  of  good  and  evil,  under  a  redemptive 
scheme,  is  unfinished.  But  that  being  completed  at  the  Judg- 
ment, God  and  holiness  having  been  fully  vindicated,  and 
Satan  and  sin  as  fully  exposed,  the  rebellion  having  been  suc- 
cessfully crushed,  and  the  unrepentant  fragment  condignly 
sentenced  to  eternal  woe,  God  will  thereupon  reconstruct  his 
moral  universe,  or  reorganize  his  kingdom,  in  the  new  and 
glorious  light  of  redemption,  bringing  forth  his  '^  new  heavens 
and  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness."  This  shall  be  a 
Jcosmoa  of  perfect  purity,  into  which  sin  can  never  gain  access, 
even  by  a  misunderstanding  of  God,  such  as  that  to  which  the 
original  kosmos  was  liable ;  for  "  the  blood  of  the  cross  "  will 
have  forever  made  peace  between  G^d  and  his  rational  crea- 
tures, and  the  organized  universe  will  be ''  reconciled  "  through 
Christ  unto  the  Father.  Of  this  organic  unity  hell  makes  no 
part.  Lost  men  and  angels  are  outside  of  the  kornios.  They 
have  no  recognized  place.  They  are  stricken  from  the  rolL 
They  are  the  convicts  in  the  prison;  not  counted  among  citi- 
zens, civilly  dead.  They  are  *'  the  dogs"  outside  of  the  New 
Jerusalem,  and  thus  not  referred  to  when  one  describes  the 
glories  of  the  holy  city  and  the  bliss  of  its  inhabitants. 

As  the  passage  in  Ephesians  i,  10,  is  entirely  parallel  with 
the  one  just  considered,  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  explana- 
tion in  connection  with  it.  The  same  idea  of  a  reconstructed 
holy  universe  (in  which  no  account  is  taken  of  hell)  is  con- 
veyed by  the  words,  "  That  in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness 
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of  times  He  might  gather  in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  both 
which  are  in  heaven  and  which  are  on  earth  ;  even  in  him." 

Thns  we  see,  that  the  alleged  Scriptural  evidence  for  resto- 
ration is  wanting  in  delinitiveness,  and  is  an  inference  from 
certain  general  expressions  interpreted,  without  reason,  and 
contrary  to  the  whole  analogy  of  Scripture,  in  an  unlimited 
manner.  We  agree,  therefore,  with  Rev.  Thomas  Starr  King, 
though  with  an  opposite  application  of  his  language,  that 
*^  the  method  which  so  many  pulpit  teachers  pursue  of  bring- 
ing texts  together  and  pressing  words  t:>  the  utmost  limit  of 
meaning  which  dictionaries  will  allow,  is  a  most  dangerous 
method  of  handling  the  Scripture,  an  almost  hopeless  mode  of 
reaching  truth,  a  puerile  style  of  discussion,  and  the  last  way 
of  paying  reverence  to  the  New  Testament." — (Doctrine  of 
Endless  Punishment,  p.  12). 

Fourthly.  The  doctrine  of  restoration  seems  inconsistent 
with  the  specific  declarations  of  Scripture  respecting  the 
eternity  of  future  punishment.  The  texts  cited  in  its  favor  are 
not  numerous,  and  are  not  on  the  specific  point  at  issue,  but 
are  general  statements  of  the  triumphant  results  of  Christ's 
redemption,  from  which  a  hopeful  inference  is  drawn.  Those 
opposed  to  it  are  many,  probably  twenty  or  fifty  to  one  in 
namber,  and  are  given  as  explicit  statements  of  fact  on  the  very 
subject  of  the  punishment  of  the  wicked.  It  is  always  a  safe 
rule,  to  explain  the  doubtful  by  the  plain  passages,  to  limit  in- 
ferential arguments  by  those  which  are  direct,  and  to  value 
one  word  of  positive  testimony  above  the  most  plausible  theo 
ories  and  suppositions.  Plain  evidence  that  a  thing  is,  must 
outweigh  all  objections  brought  to  prove  that  it  cannot  be. 
Now  Christ  is  the  most  credible  of  witnesses  on  the  point  in 
question,  and  he  has  taught  us  more  in  amount  and  explicit- 
ness  than  all  the  inspired  writers,  having  spoken  with  fre- 
quency and  plainness.  His  solemn  statement  of  the  result  of 
the  judgment,  at  which  He  will  preside  is,  that  He  will  say  unto 
them  on  the  left  hand,  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  cui*3ed,  into  ever- 
lasting fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels ;"  and  again, 
he  says,  "  These  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment, 
but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal."  Immense  efforts  have 
been  made,  by  men  learned  and  unlearned,  to  show  that 
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"  everlasting  "  in  this  passage  means  only  of  long  dnration. 
But  the  literal  and  natural  sense  is  sustained  by  these  five  con- 
siderations: (1)  the  use  of  the  same  (^reek  word  in  the  same 
sentence  to  denote  the  *'  eternal  "  life  of  the  righteous ;  (2)  the 
concurrence  of  other  texts  with  varied  language  expressing  the 
same  idea ;  (3)  the  fact  that  the  sentence  is  pronounced  at  the 
general  judgment,  which  closes  earthly  history,  and  beyond 
the  results  of  which  we  have  no  further  revelations  as  to  tfie 
wicked ;  (4)  that  the  words  were  addressed  to  those  who  be- 
lieve, as  Josephus  and  other  authors  testify,  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  endless  punishment  of  the  wicked;  and  (6)  the  constant 
use  of  the  word  al(avio<:  in  the  New  Testament  to  denote  a 
strict  eternity.  We  have  no  space  to  enlarge  upon  these  points. 
As  to  the  last,  we  observe,  that  the  word  aiwvco(:  occurs  71  times 
in  the  New  Testament,  in  61  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  means  literally  endless,  because  it  is  used  in  59  instan- 
ces of  the  results  of  Christ's  salvation,  and  in  2  as  a  divine 
characteristic  ;  while  once  it  is  used  of  the  past  eternity,  and 
twice  of  eternity  as  beginning,  through  the  fact  of  creation,  to 
be  marked  off  by  ages.  There  only  remain  the  7  passages  in 
which  it  is  applied  to  the  future  punishment  of  the  wicked. 
One  of  these  (Mark  iii,  29)  contains,  by  the  way,  in  the  Greek 
expression  now  accepted  as  correct  by  the  best  authorities 
(Griesbach,  Lachmann,  and  Tischendorf,  sustained  by  the 
Sinaitic  and  Vatican  M8S.)  the  very  phrase  so  abhorrent  to 
Restoi'ation-Opti mists,  "eternal  sin," — luo^S^  iartv  ahoviou 
SifiapnjfiaTo^.  There  is  thus  room  for  but  one  exegetical  con- 
clusion from  the  New  Testament  usage,  which  is  corroborated 
beyond  doubt  by  the  numerous  parallel  expressions,  "  death  ;*' 
"shall  not  see  life;"  "hath  never  forgiveness;"  "shall  not  be 
forgiven,  neither  in  this  world,  neither  in  the  world  to  come  ." 
"  unquenchable  fire ;"  "  worm  dieth  not ;"  ^'  tormented  for  ever 
and  ever;"  "perdition  of  ungodly  men  ;"  "  whose  end  is  de- 
struction;" "fiery  indignation,  which  shall  devour  the  adver- 
saries ;"  "  whose  end  is,  to  be  burned."  Nor  is  the  effort 
more  successful  to  eliminate  from  alwpeo^  the  idea  of  time 
altogether,  and  to  make  it  denote  quality  only,  something 
spiritual  in  character,  because  Christ  said,  '^Tliis  is  life  eter- 
nal, that  they  might  know  Thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  JesuB 
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Christ,  whom  Thou  hast  sent ;"  inferring  that  by  analogy  death 
eternal  is  merely  ignorance  of  God !  It  is  obvious  that  Christ 
does  not  eliminate  the  element  of  time,  at  all,  but  only  adds 
to  it,  from  the  word  "  life,"  the  spiritual  element ;  the  whole 
phrase  thus  denoting  the  endless  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of 
God  and  Christ.  Hence,  eternal  death  must  be  the  endless 
ruin  which  is  involved  in  the  loss  of  God  as  the  soul's  portion, 
and  of  Christ  as  the  soul's  Saviour. 

Neander  makes  a  singular  attempt  to  reconcile  restoration 
with  these  explicit  assertions  to  the  contrary.  He  says  (Plant- 
ing, B.  VI.,  Cap.  1.,  Note) :  **  The  doctrine  of  such  a  uni- 
versal restitution  would  not  stand  in  contradiction  to  the 
doctrine  of  eternal  punishment,  as  it  appears  in  the  gos(>els ; 
for,  although  those  who  are  hardened  in  wickedness,  left  to  the 
consequences  of  their  conduct,  their  merited  fate,  have  to  ex- 
pect endless  unhappiness,  yet  a  secret  decree  of  the  divine 
compassion  is  not  necessarily  excluded,  by  virtue  of  which, 
through  the  wisdom  of  God  revealing  itself  in  the  discipline 
of  free  agents,  they  will  be  led  to  a  free  appropriation  of  re- 
demption." How  a  secret  decree,  which  contradicts  God's 
announced  purpose  and  declared  sentence,  is  reconcilable  with 
divine  trnth,  does  not  readily  appear;  nor  yet  how  that  can  be 
called  ''  secret "  which  is  stated  by  Paul  with  sufficient  ex- 
plicitness  to  warrant  our  faith ;  nor  why,  if  it  was  to  be  secret, 
God  did  not  succeed  better  in  hiding  it  from  Neander  and  the 
other  Germans !  The  theory  for  explaining  away  the  positive, 
varied,  and  oft-repeated  language  of  Christ,  adaf>ted  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Starr  King,  viz.  that  "Jesus  was  a  poet;"  that  "  he 
loved  indefinite  language,  vast  expressions,  paradoxes,  goi^e- 
ous  imagery,  vivid  parables ;"  that  his  words  were  "  a  few 
fragmentary  flashes  of  poetry;"  that  he  had  an  "oriental 
imagination,"  &e.,  &c. — this  theory  scarcely  needs  refntation, 
so  inconsistent  is  it  with  confidence  in  Christ  as  an  infallible 
teacher,  with  the  intention  and  use  of  the  Bible,  and  with  the 
possibility  of  any  system  of  doctrine  whatever. 

Fifthly.  The  doctrine  of  a  final  restoration  is  not  com- 
mended by  its  tendencies  and  results.  Its  very  defenders  are 
often  fearful  in  this  respect,  and  singularly  enough  give  this 
as  a  reason  why  God  did  not  more  plainly  revep  1  it  in  the  Bible  I 
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Tims,  in  a  passage  already  qnoted,  Neander  acknowledges  the 
divine  wisdom  in  the  fact  that  ^^  no  more  light  has  been  com- 
municated on  this  subject  I"  Prof.  Messner,  also,  after  using 
the  words  previimslj  cited  from  the  Bibliotheca  Sacraj 
adds,  '^  It  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  the  divine  wisdom  in  not 
having  granted  us  a  further  revelation  on  this  subject !" 
There  are  doubtless  many  who  inwardly  incline  towards  this 
belief  or  who  secretly  adopt  it,  but  are  persuaded  that  it  would 
be  of  evil  effect,  if  generally  credited  1  The  faith  of  such  be- 
lievers must  be  weak  indeed,  while  their  intellectual  conclusion 
is  plainly  at  war  with  their  religious  instincts  and  common 
sense.  Their  fears  are  not  groundless.  We  regard  the  ten- 
dency of  the  doctrine  as  bad  in  a  two-fold  respect. 

(1).  Theologically.  The  minds  which  cherish  objections  to 
the  orthodox  creed  in  this  respect,  such  that  they  can  sur- 
mount all  exegetical  difficulties  in  rejecting  it,  will  not  apply 
their  doubts  and  reasonings  to  this  subject  alone,  nor  pause  with 
discarding  a  single  article  of  the  orthodox  faith.  Their  pecu- 
liar feeling  and  exegesis  will  be  brought  to  bear  with  like  effect 
upon  the  other  distinctive  points  of  evangelical  belief.  The 
road  entered  upon  tends  logically  downward,  and  few  will  be 
content  with  taking  only  the  first  step.  We  have  illustrations 
on  a  large  scale.  Universalism  began  with  preaching  restora- 
tionism  as  its  only  dissent  from  orthodoxy ;  but  in  the  course 
of  the  century,  it  has  passed  to  the  repudiation  of  the  trinity, 
the  deity  of  Christ,  the  atonement,  total  depravity,  and  regene- 
ration, as  held  by  evangelical  churches,  and  to-day  its  support 
ers  claim  to  stand  on  the  platform  of  ^* Liberal"  Christianity, 
some  of  them  being  numbered  with  its  '^  left  wing  "  of  radical 
rationalists,  and  ^'  tree  religionists."  By  an  instructive  paral- 
lel movement,  Unitarianism,  which  began  by  differing  from 
,orthodoxy  as  to  the  trinity,  has  worked  its  logical  way  onward 
to  the  rejection  of  eternal  punishment.  The  (Unitarian) 
Monthly  Beview  and  Religious  Magazine  (February.  1870) 
says  of  the  idea  of  restoration,  '^  While  the  Universalist  puts 
it  forward  as  one  of  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  the  Unita- 
rian cherishes  it  as  one  of  the  glorious  hopes  of  humanity. 
The  Universalist  preaches  it  as  the  word  of  God.  The  Unita- 
rian holds  it  as  the  hope  of  man."    The  difference  between 
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IlDitarianism  and  Dniversalisin  at  the  present  time,  is  popu- 
larly considered  to  bo  one  almost  wholly  of  gentility  ! 

(2).  Practically.  There  is  a  loss  of  moral  and  religious 
power,  when  the  doctrine  of  eternal  ruin  gives  place  to  tem- 
porary suffering  for  disciplinary  purposes  only.  The  motive 
(which  is  certainly  Scriptural  and  reasonable)  to  **  flee  from 
the  wrath  to  come,"  loses  much  of  its  force.  Ministers  do  not 
insist  on  it,  and  hearers  do  not  feel  it.  The  tendency  is,  to 
make  religion  less  distinctive  and  paramount ;  less  spiritual 
in  development,  and  Godward  in  action,  and  more  formal  in 
character  and  humanitarian  in  object.  Revivals  disappear  and 
are  ridiculed,  and  the  distinction  between  religion  and  morality, 
between  Christians  and  the  world,  becomes  obscure.  And 
what  is  noticeable  is,  that  these  results  go  beyond  what  would 
seem  to  be  logically  necessary ;  inasmuch  as  a  genuine  faith  in 
a  limited  but  dreadful  future  punishment,  might  reasonably 
stimulate  the  Restoration ists  to  a  style  of  preaching  and  of 
spiritual  labor  quite  parallel  with  that  of  the  orthodox.  Yet 
we  neither  see  nor  hear  of  any  such  effect  of  their  belief; 
which,  they  must  confess,  would  make  them  more  nearly 
resemble  the  primitive  Christians.  To  object  to  an  eternal  hell 
seems  to  them  more  important  than  to  warn  the  wicked 
against  a  hell  enduring  enough,  as  they  acknowledge,  to  be 
called  by  Christ  acciueo^l  As  to  public  morals,  it  would 
hardly  be  rash  to  assert  that  the  effect  must  be  deleterious  in 
time.  We  concede  that  such  men  as  Neander  and  Tholuck, 
Oberlin  and  John  Foster,  are  not  likely  to  lose  tJieir  religion, 
or  to  fall  into  immorality,  because  of  their  error  on  this  point ; 
and,  also,  that  the  ministers  and  church  members  of  the  de- 
nominations in  this  respect  in  error  are  not  chargeable  with 
impure  lives.  But  they  are  the  better  class  of  those  so  be- 
lievins;;  are  often  persons  educated  under  other  influences; 
and  are  fortified  by  existing  social  relations  and  public  opin- 
ion. The  full  effect  of  a  disbelief  in  eternal  punishment 
could  only  be  seen  in  successive  generations,  or  isolated  com- 
munities, trained  from  childhood  in  that  opinion,  without  aid 
from  the  orthodox  faith.  We  may  err  in  such  a  judgment, 
but  it  seems  to  us  that,  at  present,  the  restoration-theory  wears 
its  best  appearance  as  to  moral  results ;  and  this  because  it 
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does  not  grow  on  its  own  stock,  bat  is  grafted  into  minds 
formed  or  fortified  under  opposite  views.  It  is  represented 
largely  by  men  of  principle  and  culture  who,  having  drifted 
into  that  sentiment,  are  not  seriously  affected  by  it  in  general 
character.  But  there  is  a  class  below  which  must  speedily  re- 
ceive serious  injury  from  the  prevalence  of  such  opinions — 
men  who  need  the  restraint  of  the  Bible  doctrine  of  retribu- 
tion, and  who  desire  nothing  more  than  deliverance  from  the 
orthodox  idea  of  hell,  in  order  to  plunge  into  vice  with  greedi- 
ness. Let  it  be  generally  believed  that  heaven  is  sure  to  every 
man  at  last,  and  the  flood-gates  of  sin  will  be  wide  open. 
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Abticle  IV.— memoirs   OF   ALEXANDER    CAMPBELL. 

Memoi/re  of  Alexander  Campbell^  embracing  a  view  of  the 
origin,  progress,  and  principles  of  the  religious  reformation 
which  he  advocated.  By  Robebt  Richardson.  Two  vol- 
nmes.     8vo.    Philadelphia :  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.    1868. 

The  Memoirs  of  Alexander  Campbell,  including  as  they  do 
a  sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  religious  community 
which  he  founded,  are  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  religious 
history  of  this  country  as  well  as  a  very  important  illustration 
of  the  defects  of  a  theory  of  Christianity  which,  at  the  present 
day,  is  very  attractive.  The  Campbellite  Baptists,  as  they  are 
called,  number  five  hundred  thousand  members — baptized  per- 
sons or  adherents — according  to  the  latest  reports.  These  all 
look  upon  Alexander  Campbell  as  the  great  leader  and  re- 
former to  whom  it  was  given  of  God  to  discover  the  true  basis 
of  church  fellowship  and  unity,  and  to  enforce  it  with  effi- 
ciency and  success.  The  history  of  the  several  stages  or  steps 
of  progress  by  which  he  was  led  to  what  he  considered  the 
Scriptural  doctrine  upon  these  subjects,  of  the  courage  and 
boldness  with  which  he  eijpounded  and  defended  his  peculiar 
views,  and  of  the  great  ability  and  zeal  with  which  he  gather- 
ed disciples  and  inspired  other  preachers  with  a  confidence  and 
zeal  similar  to  his  own,  is  told  in  this  volume  with  great 
minuteness  and  apparent  fidelity.  The  result  is  a  biography 
of  interest  and  importance. 

Alexander  Campbell  was  bom  in  the  county  of  Antrim, 
Ireland,  in  1788.  His  father  was  a  teacher  of  youth  and  a 
preacher  to  a  small  Presbyterian  Secession  church  of  the  Anti- 
Burgher  wing.  The  son  received  most  of  his  early  education 
under  his  father's  tuition,  and  began  his  public  life  as  a 
teacher.  After  a  sharp  and  somewhat  protracted  religious  ex- 
perience, he  became  a  communicant  in  his  father's  church. 
His  early  life  gave  him  abundant  experience  of  the  narrow- 
ness of  sectarian  strifes  and  the  bitterness  of  sectarian  ani- 
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mosity.  His  father,  being  a  man  of  a  more  catholic  spirit,  was 
somewhat  impatient  of  the  bonds  by  which  he  was  oppressed, 
and  strove  in  vain  to  bring  about  a  union  between  the  Burg- 
hers and  Anti -Burghers.  The  oppressions  which  rested  upon 
Irish  dissenters,  both  Catholic  and  Protestant,  roused  in  both 
father  and  son  a  determined  antagonism  against  every  form  of 
political  and  ecclesiastical  domination.  In  1807,  Thomas 
Campbell,  the  father,  was  induced  to  visit  America  to  avert 
the  threatened  failure  of  his  health.  His  destination  was 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  which  region  a  number 
of  his  pupils  and  friends  had  previously  emigrated  ;  and  it  was 
arranged  that  in  case  he  should  be  pleased  with  the  country, 
his  family  should  follow  him.  The  family  were  sent  for  after 
a  few  months  had  elapsed,  and  in  October,  1808,  Alexander 
sailed  for  America  with  his  mother  and  the  family.  After  a 
few  days  they  were  wrecked  upon  one  of  the  Islands  off  the 
west  coast  of  Scotland.  Tlie  lateness  of  the  season,  and  the 
desirableness  that  Alexander  should  have  additional  opportu- 
nity to  pursue  his  studies,  determined  them  to  spend  the  winter 
in  Glasgow.  Here  Alexander  was  brought  into  a  close  inti- 
macy with  the  Rev.  Greville  Ewing,  who  had  been  closely 
identified  with  the  religious  movement  commenced  a  few 
years  before  by  theHaldanes,  which  had  such  important  conse- 
quences in  the  British  Islands  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  indirectly  through  Alexander  Campbell  in  this  country. 

From  the  school  of  the  Haldanes  he  learned  to  take  a  very 
much  more  simple  view  of  faith  than  the  highly  scholastic  and 
cumbrous  notion  which  had  been  traditional  in  the  Scottish 
churches.  Instead  of  regarding  it  as  a  mysterious  creation 
which  could  neither  be  explained  nor  analyzed  any  further 
than  to  say  that  it  was  the  effect  of  the  workings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  Campbell  learned  "  to  insist  upon  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  evidence,  and  to  assert,  most  truthfully,  that  when 
there  was  no  evidence  there  could  be  no  faith ;  yet  he  ever  re- 
garded true  faith  in  Christ  as  implying  a  willingness  to  submit 
to  his  authority,  and  as  consisting  in  a  heartfelt  personal  trust 
in  Him  as  the  Son  of  God  and  the  appointed  Saviour  of  man- 
kind." 

Dr.  Ewing  was  finally  led,  by  the  force  of  circumstances  and 
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the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  to  adopt  the  Congregational  views 
of  Chnrch  Polity,  and  among  other  innovations  npon  the 
Scotch  usage,  to  introdnce  the  administration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  every  Lord's  day.  It  was  after  these  important  steps 
had  been  taken,  and  while  the  new  movement  in  Glasgow  was 
in  the  ardor  and  eclat  of  its  first  enthusiasm,  under  Dr.  Ewing 
and  his  assistant,  Mr.,  afterwards  Dr.  Wardlaw,  that  Mr. 
Campbell  spent  his  winter  in  Glasgow.  Though  he  did  not 
break  from  the  Seceding  church,  and  felt  obliged  to  attend 
its  Sabbath  services,  he  warmly  sympathized  with  the  simpler 
views  of  the  gospel,  and  the  freer  and  more  apostolic  views  of 
church  organization,  which  were  adopted  by  Dr.  Ewing's  fol- 
lowers. 

After  going  through  all  these  experiences  of  ten  most  ex- 
citing and  memorable  months,  this  ardent  and  self-confident 
young  Irishman  again  set  sail  for  America  in  August,  1809,  in 
the  21st  year  of  his  age.  The  family  landed  in  New  York 
on  September  29th,  Friday,  and  on  Sunday  he  heard  Dr.  John 
M.  Mason  preach.  He  soon  set  off  to  join  his  father  in 
Washington  Co.,  Penn.  Great  was  their  joy  at  meeting,  and 
greater  was  tho  astonishment  of  the  son  to  find  that  his  father, 
having  been  annoyed  by  "  the  persecutions  he  had  undergone 
at  the  hands  of  the  Seceding  clergy  on  account  of  his  efforts  to 
effect  a  reformation  and  to  promote  Christian  union  on  the 
basis  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,"  ^*had  actually  dissolved  his  con- 
nection with  the  Seceders,"  and  *'  had  been  for  some  time  past 
preaching  independently  to  audiences  made  up  of  individuals 
of  different  parties,  who  were  willing  to  listen  to  his  overtures 
for  Christian  union  upon  the  basis  of  the  Bible  alone.  Alex- 
ander was  greatly  rejoiced  at  this  announcement,  and  could 
not  but  admire  the  ways  of  Providence,  which  had  thus, 
through  a  bitter  experience,  delivered  his  father  from  the 
shackles  of  partyism,  so  that  instead  of  fearing  opposition 
from  him  to  the  views  to  which  he  had  himself  been  definitely 
brought  while  in  Glasgow,  he  found  him  already,  though  by  a 
somewhat  different  method,  led  practically  to  the  same  con- 
clusions." The  chief  offense  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  elder, 
seems  to  have  been  that  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  America, 
his  spirit  was  moved  at  a  sacramental  celebration  to  lament  the 
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divisions  in  the  Presbyterian  family  which  deterred  a  nninber 
of  believing  Christians  from  uniting  with  the  Secession  Anti- 
Burghers  in  commemorating  the  dea  h  of  the  common  Saviour. 
This  aroused  the  suspicion  of  the  guardians  of  the  faith  as 
delivered  to  the  ^'  Anti-Bui^hers,"  which  led  to  questionings 
which  aroused  the  independence  of  the  Irish  preacher,  and 
this  to  his  public  censure  for  ^^  not  adhering  to  the  ^  Secession 
section  only.'"  Then  followed  his  formal  renunciation  of 
the  authority  of  the  Synod  and  his  abandonment  of  all  minis- 
terial connection  with  it  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  so- 
called  Campbell  movement,  or,  as  its  adherents  choose  to  call 
it,  the  Eeligions  Reformation  on  the  basis  of  the  Scriptures. 
It  began  with  the  necessities  and  independent  spirit  of  Camp- 
bell, the  tiather,  and  was  formally  urged  on  by  the  already 
kindled  zeal  of  Campbell,  the  sou.  Mr.  Campbell,  the  elder, 
having  already  been  favorably  known  as  a  preacher  in  Wash- 
ington and  Alleghany  Counties,  would  of  course  not  be  silent. 
He  preached  as  he  found  opportunity,  urging  his  plan  ^^  for 
Christian  liberality  and  Christian  union  upon  the  basis  of  the 
Bible,  and  large  numbers  continued  to  attend  his  ministra- 
tions, wherever  it  was  in  his  power  to  hold  meetings."  "  Find- 
ing, after  a  time,  that  his  hearers  were  constant  in  their  attend- 
ance, and  apparently  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  taught,  and  desirous  of  the  success  of  his 
efforts  to  form  a  union  upon  the  Bible  alone,"  he  proposed  a 
meeting  for  the  serious  and  formal  discussion  of  the  principles 
which  might  be  safely  adopted  as  the  foundation  of  their  so- 
ciety and  the  bond  of  its  union.  He  was  himself,  in  his 
doctrinal  belief,  an  adherent  of  the  Westminster  Confession  of 
Faith.  But  he  found  it  already  conceded  in  all  the  Protestant 
formularies  that  the  Bible  was  the  only  foundation  of  faith  and 
practice.  He  felt  himself  authorized  to  propose  and  enjoin 
upon  all  his  brethren  to  make  this  their  starting  point.  They 
were  all  at  one  in  their  dissatisfaction  '^  with  religious  parties, 
and  especially  with  the  intolerant  and  sectarian  spirit  which 
pervaded  them."  At  this  first  meeting,  under  the  exhorta- 
tions of  Thomas  Campbell,  they  were  invited  to  adopt  this  as 
their  formative  principle  and  rule.  '^  When  the  Scriptures 
speak,  we  speak  ,  and  when  the  Scriptuk^  are  silent,  we  are 
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silent."  In  the  annoaocement  of  this  principle,  sajs  the  biog- 
rapher very  justly,  was  "  the  formal  and  actual  commence- 
ment of  the  Reformation,  which  was  subsequently  carried  on 
with  so  much  success."  Not  long  after  Mr.  Campbell  had 
taken  his  seat,  a  shrewd  Scotch  Seceder  arose  and  said,  '^  Mr. 
Campbell,  if  we  adopt  that  as  a  basis  then  there  is  an  end  o\ 
infant  baptism."  "  Of  course,"  said  Mr.  Campbell  in  reply, 
"  if  infant  baptism  be  not  found  in  Scripture,  we  can  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it."  Mr.  C.  had  not  reflected  upon  what 
might  be  the  result  and  application  of  his  own  principles,  '^  but 
thought  that  in  the  absence  of  positive  Scripture  authority 
each  one  might  be  permitted  to  determine  for  himself  both  as 
to  the  validity  of  infant  baptism  and  the  propriety  of  the  re- 
spective powers  or  actions  of  sprinkling,  pouring,  and  immer- 
sion." Such  differences  were  then  regarded  by  him  as  among 
the  *' non-essentials."  Notwithstanding  these  differences  of 
sentiment  on  such  points,  the  brethren  united  on  the  cardinal 
basis  of  faith  on  the  17th  of  August,  1809,  as  "  The  Christian 
Association  of  Washington."  A  log  edifice  was  soon  erected 
as  their  place  of  assemblage.  Mr.  Campbell  at  once  gave 
himself  to  the  work  of  preparing  a  declaration  and  address 
which  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  printed  September  7th, 
1809.  This  declaration  sets  forth  the  principles  and  aims  of 
the  Society.  Of  the  principles,  the  following  is  the  most  im- 
portant, and  comprehends  most  of  the  others :  ^^  We  are  also 
of  opinion  that  as  the  divine  word  is  equally  binding  upon  all, 
so  all  lie  under  an  equal  obligation  to  be  bound  by  it,  and  it 
alone,  and  not  by  any  human  interpretation  of  it,  and  that, 
therefore,  no  man  has  a  right  to  judge  his  brother  except  in 
so  far  as  he  manifestly  violates  the  express  letter  of  the  law — 
that  every  such  judgment  is  an  express  violation  of  the  law  of 
Christ,  a  daring  usurpation  of  his  throne,  and  a  gross  intrusion 
upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  subjects."  The  society  ex- 
pressly disclaims  to  be  a  church,  but  purports  to  be  only  an 
association  of  "  voluntary  advocates  for  church  reformation." 
To  this  document  thirteen  propositions  were  attached,  of 
which  we  quote  the  following : 

'*  That  the  Church  of  Christ  upon  earth  is  eeseotially,  intentiooallj,  and  coo. 
fltitotioDally  one;  consistiiig  of  all  those  in  every  place  that  profess  their  faith  in 
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Christ  and  obedience  to  him  in  all  things  accordini;;  to  the  Scriptures,  and  that 
manifest  the  same  by  their  tempers  and  conduct ;  and  of  none  else,  as  none  else 
can  be  truly  and  properly  called  Christians. 

*'  That,  in  order  to  do  this,  nothing  ought  to  be  inculcated  upon  Christians  as 
articles  of  faith,  nor  required  of  them  as  terms  of  communion,  but  what  is  ex- 
pressly taught  and  enjoined  upon  them  in  the  Word  of  God.  Nor  ought  any- 
tning  to  be  admitted  as  of  Divine  obli|;ation  in  their  Church  constitution  and 
managements,  but  what  is  expressly  enjoined  by  the  authority  of  our  Lord  Jesua 
Christ  and  his  apostles  upon  the  New  Testament  Church,  either  in  express  terms 
or  by  approved  precedent. 

*'  That  although  inferences  and  deductions  from  Scripture  premises,  when  fidrly 
inferred,  may  be  truly  called  the  doctrine  of  God's  holy  word,  yet  are  they  not 
formally  binding  upon  the  consciences  of  Christians  further  than  they  perceive 
the  connection,  and  evidently ^see  that  they  are  so,  for  their  faith  must  not  stand 
in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  and  veracity  of  God.  Therefore  no  such 
deductions  can  be  made  terms  of  commxmion,  but  do  properly  belong  to  the  after 
and  progressive  edification  of  the  Church.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  no  such  de- 
ductions or  inferential  truths  ought  to  have  any  place  in  the  Churches  confession. 

**That  although  doctrinal  exhibitions  of  the  great  system  of  Divine  truths,  and 
defensive  testimoniee,  in  opposition  to  prevailing  errors,  be  highly  expedient,  and 
the  more  full  and  explicit  they  be  for  those  purposes  the  better ;  yet,  as  these 
must  be,  in  a  great  measure,  the  eftect  of  human  reasoning,  and  of  coarse  must 
contain  many  inferential  truths,  they  ought  not  to  be  made  terms  of  Christian 
communion,  unless  we  suppose,  what  is  contrary  to  fact,  that  none  Dave  a  right 
to  the  oommunion  of  the  Church,  but  such  as  possess  a  very  dear  and  decisive 
judgment,  or  are  come  to  a  very  \n^\i  degree  of  doctrinal  information ;  whereas 
the  Church  from  the  beginning  did,  and  ever  will,  consist  of  little  children  and 
young  men,  as  well  as  Withers. 

"  That  as  it  is  not  necessary  that  persons  should  have  a  particular  knowledge 
or  distinct  apprehension  of  all  Divinely-revealed  truths,  in  order  to  entitle  them 
to  a  place  in  the  Church ;  neither  should  they,  for  this  purpose,  be  required  to 
make  a  profession  more  extensive  than  their  knowledge  ;  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, their  having  a  due  measure  of  scriptural  self-knowledge  respecting  their 
lost  and  perishing  condition  by  nature  and  practice,  and  of  the  way  of  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ,  accompanied  with  a  profession  of  their  faith  in  and  obedi- 
ence to  him  in  all  things,  aocordiog  to  his  word,  is  all  that  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  qualify  them  for  admission  into  his  Church."    pp.  268,  259,  260. 

This  remarkable  document  occupied  fifty-four  closely  print- 
ed pages,  and  was  signed  by  Thomas  Campbell  and  Thomas 
Acheson.  It  was  more  remarkable  for  those  times  than  if  it 
were  issued  now.  It  was  the  result  of  painful  and  bitter  expe- 
rience by  earnest  Christian  men  of  the  evils  of  dogmatic  inter- 
pretations of  the  Scriptures  and  bigoted  sectarianism.  It 
was  the  outgrowth  of  enquiries  and  aspirations  such  as  occupy 
many  thoughtful  persons  at  the  present  moment  who  are  dis- 
gusted with  the  arrogance  of  priestly  claims,  the  childishness 
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of  ritual  spectacles,  the  positiveness  of  scholastic  dogmatism, 
and  the  narrowness  of  contending  sects,  and  are  anxiously 
forecastins:  what  the  better  church  of  the  future  is  likely  to 
become,  and  how  soon  it  is  likely  to  appear  in  a  practical  and 
organized  form.  Events  proved  that  this  document  was  the 
germ  of  a  large  organization  which,  in  aiming  to  rise  above 
the  features  and  the  spirit  of  a  sect  or  "partyism,"  did  not 
escape  entirely  the  inconveniences  and  temper  which  it  sought 
to  avoid. 

It  was  while  this  address  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer 
that  Alexander  joined  his  father,  after  the  singular  transfor- 
mation in  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  father  and  son.  He 
read  the  paper  in  the  light  of  his  recent  experience  in  Scot- 
land, and  with  thfe  interest  imparted  by  his  newly  formed  prin- 
ciples and  aspirations,  and  at  once  gave  his  adhesion  to  its 
doctrines  and  consecrated  his  life  to  the  accomplishment  of  its 
aims.  He  refused  flattering  oflfers  of  lucrative  employment 
and  gave  himself  to  the  work  of  propagating  these  principles, 
resolving  from  the  first  never  to  receive  compensation  for  his 
labors  in  the  Christian  ministry.  With  two  companions, 
memnbers  of  the  association,  he  renewed  his  studies  in  the  lan- 
guages and  theology.  In  July,  1810,  he  preached  his  first 
sermon,  and  in  a  single  year  had  preached  one  hundred  and  six 
discourses.  The  movement  begun  by  the  association  seemed 
now  to  be  shaping  itself  toward  the  formation  of  a  new  sect 
in  a  way  which  alarmed  Mr.  Thomas  Campbell.  At  the  in- 
stance of  a  friend  Le  was  induced  to  ask  a  recognition  of  him- 
self and  his  society  by  the  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  which  met 
October  4,  1810.  But  this  body  declined  to  recognize  him  or 
the  society  in  any  way,  one  reason  being  that  the  society  had 
allowed  Alexander  to  exercise  his  gift  of  public  speaking 
"  without  any  regular  authority."  This  action  of  the  Synod 
stirred  the  spirit  of  the  ardent  young  Irishman  and  he  at  once 
in  an  animated  sermon,  large  portions  of  which  are  printed  in 
the  memoir,  proceeded  to  summon  the  society  to  propagate 
its  principles  and  organize  societies  upon  the  New  Testament 
platform.  The  author  of  the  memoir  insists,  and  correctly,  so 
far  as  we  can  see,  '^  that  the  positions  taken  by  the  Christian 
Association  were  almost  identical    witli  those  taken   by  the 
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chnrches  eatabliBhed  by  the  Haldanes,  with  which  Alexander 
had  become  familiar  dnring  his  residence  in  Scotland.  The 
independence  of  each  congregation,  its  government  by  its  own 
rnlers,  the  Scriptures  as  the  only  authoritative  guide,  the 
practice  of  lay-preaching,  and  the  toleration  of  infant  baptism, 
were  all  points  of  agreement."  "  On  the  other  hand  the  re- 
form urged  by  the  Campbells  *  *  was  much  more  radical 
and  sweeping.  Its  aim  was  not  so  much  to  repair  defects  in 
modern  Christianity,  as  to  restore  thac  which  was  original  and 
pure,  ^  both  in  letter  and  spirit,  in  principle  and  practice.' " 

In  1811,  the  society  organized  itself  into  a  church  somewhat 
in  the  way  in  whicli  the  English  Brownists,  or  Independents, 
and  the  Kew  England  planters,  had  done  before  them.  It  is 
worth  noticing  that  Thomas  Campbell  proposed  that  each 
member  should,  as  a  test  of  his  fitness  to  be  received,  '^give  a 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  question,  ^what  is  the  meritorious 
cause  of  a  sinner's  acceptance  with  God.' "  Two  failed  to 
give  satisfaction  and  were  set  aside.  Of  this  church  Thomas 
Campbell  was  chosen  Elder;  and  Alexander  was  licensed. 
The  new  church  began  with  solemnizing  the  Lord's  Supper 
weekly.  Two  or  three  of  the  society,  having  never  been  bap- 
tised, declined  to  participate  in  the  ordinance,  and  sought  bap- 
tism ;  but  as  they  preferred  to  be  immersed,  Thomas  Campbell, 
though  he  had  never  been  himself  immersed,  immersed  these 
disciples.  It  is  noticed  by  the  biographer  in  commenting  up- 
on a  sermon  preached  at  this  time  by  Alexander  Campbell, 
that  at  this  period,  ^^  while  he  had  taken  a  simple  and  just 
view  of  faith  as  a  '  trusting  in  Christ,' '  a  hearty  reliance  upon 
Him  for  salvation,'  etc.,  he  still  retained  the  opinion 
that  this  *  trusting'  was  *from  the  operation  of  God,  and  the 
effect  of  Almighty  power  and  regenerating  grace.' "  This 
view  was  subsequently  modified.  Within  a  few  months  his 
attention  was  called  again  to  the  question  of  baptism,  and  he 
became  convinced  that  the  proper  rendering  of  baptism  and 
to  baptize,  was  immersion  and  to  vmmerse^  and  that  beKevers 
only  were  the  proper  subjects  of  this  ordinance.  He  was  im- 
mersed himself,  and  so  was  his  father,  with  all  their  relatives. 
It  is  noticed  in  this  connection,  and  what  is  recorded  was  of 
the  greatest  significance  in  its  bearings  upon  the  future  devel- 
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opment  of  Campbellism — that  "Alexander  had  stipulated  with 
Elder  Luce  that  the  ceremony  should  be  performed  precisely 
according  to  the  pattern  given  in  the  New  Testament,  and 
that,  as  there  was  no  account  of  any  of  the  first  converts  being 
called  upon  to  give  what  is  called  a  ^religions  experience,'  this 
custom  should  be  omitted,  and  that  the  candidates  should  be 
admitted  on  the  simple  confession  that  ^  Jesus  is  the  Son  of 
God.' "  The  development  of  these  views  transferred  the 
leadership  of  this  movement  from  the  hands  of  the 
father  to  the  son.  It  is  forcibly  and  truly  remarked  by  the 
biographer  that  if  the  new  church  had  confined  itself  to  a  pro- 
test against  sectarian  divisions  and  extended  creeds,  it  would 
have  made  little  impression,  but  when  it  began  to  preach  what 
seemed  to  be  a  new  and  simpler  way  of  salvation,  by  immer- 
sion as  the  profession  of  personal  faith  in  Jesus  as  the  Son  of 
God,  it  had  a  new  and  distinct  message  to  men. 

At  this  point  what  has  since  been  called  Campbellism  took 
definite  shape  and  consistency.  Starting  with  the  desire  to  re- 
form Christianity  after  the  primitive  or  New  Testament  pat- 
tern, its  organizing  leader  found,  first  of  all,  the  duty  of  faith  in 
Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God  to  be  prescribed ;  next,  the  duty  of 
being  baptised  in  His  name ;  next,  the  act  of  observing  the 
Lord's  Supper  as  a  memorial  of  His  Son,  and  the  Lord's  Day 
in  honor  of  His  resurrection.  These,  he  contended,  were  pre- 
scribed by  the  command  of  God,  these  and  no  more,  as  the 
grounds  of  acceptance  with  God  and  the  bond  of  Christian 
organization  and  fellowship.  But  the  simple  duty  of  faith 
had  been  greatly  complicated  in  all  branches  of  the  Christian 
church  in  respect  to  the  determination  of  its  object  and  the 
analysis  of  its  nature.  Its  proper  object,  Campbell  contended, 
was  preeminently  a  person,  not  a  creed,  least  of  all  a  compli- 
cated system  of  scholastic  propositions,  such  as  had  been  suc- 
cessively developed  by  hair-splitting  theologians. 

It  is  true  when  Mr.  Campbell  was  pressed  with  the  question 
— must  not  something  be  known  and  approved  concerning  the 
person  in  whom  we  trust,  in  order  that  we  may  believe  intelligi- 
bly and  acceptably  ? — he  was  forced  to  reply  that  there  must. 
To  the  question  which  would  be  immediately  suggested,  if 
what  is  known  is  stated  in  distinct  propositions,  is  not  that  a 
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creed,  and  from  a  creed  do  not  a  catechism  and  a  doctrinal 
system  proceed  by  logical  and  actual  necessity  ?  he  would  say 
yes ;  but  he  would  immediately  seek  to  recover  his  position 
by  asserting,  *'I  simply  follow  the  New  Testament  direction 
and  that  prescribes  faith  in  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God,  not  faith 
in  what  that  belief  involves.  I  plant  myself  on  an  express 
command  of  God,  and  do  not  add  what  that  command  im- 
plies." His  opponent  would  reply  that  this  is  to  regard  faith, 
the  condition  ot  salvation,  as  an  intellectual  opvs  operandum^ 
and  Mr.  Campbell  becomes  a  superstitious  literalist  in  order  to 
save  his  own  consistency. 

The  analysis  of  faith  as  a  subjective  act  or  state  necessarily 
conducted  to  a  similar  result.  The  theologians  answer  the 
question,  what  is  faith  t  says  Campbell,  by  a  metaphysical 
analysis  of  its  nature  and  it«  relations  to  repentance,  conver- 
sion, regeneration,  etc. ;  whereas  I  find  in  the  New  Testament 
that  it  is  trtbst,  '*  But  is  it  simply  triLSt^  or  confidence  in  the 
fact  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiasl"  ^Not  at  all,' he  replies, 
'^  but  it  implies  the  willingness  to  be  guided  by  his  will  and  to 
yield  the  lite  to  his  control."  ''Then  if  the  faith  is  not  fol- 
lowed by  these  fruits,  the  believer  cannot  be  acknowledged  as 
a  Christian  ?"  "  Certainly."  "  But  what  are  the  indications 
of  real  discipleship  ?"  **Are  not  love,  repentance,  purit}, 
justice,  and  truth,  such  indications?'  "Certainly."  "Is  it 
then  faith  or  trust  which  is  accepted,  or  is  it  the  new  character 
of  which  faith  is  the  sign  ?"  Pushed  by  these  questions, 
which  had  been  asked  again  and  again,  long  before  they  vexed 
Mr.  Campbell,  the  apostle  of  the  Reformation  could  only  be- 
tiike  himself  to  the  letter  of  the  word,  and  say  trust  is  all 
that  is  required  and  trust  it  shall  be,  and  if  a  man  says  he 
trusts  in  Christ  and  is  willing  to  obey  Him,  I  am  forbidden  by 
the  commands  and  precedent  of  the  New  Testament  to  sub- 
ject his  faith  to  any  further  question  or  analysis ;  thus  repeat- 
ing a  second  time  an  act  of  superstitious  literalism.  The  same 
is  conspicuous  in  his  view  of  Baptism.  It  is  literally  the 
being  immersed,  he  contends,  which  the  New  Testament  re- 
quires. ''  It  is  the  being  plunged  beneath  the  water  that  is  de- 
manded, and  to  that  requirement  I  submit.  I  find,  moreover, 
that  this  immersion  is  coupled  with  faith — made  coordinate 
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with  it  as  a  joint  condition  of  the  remission  of  sins  and  re- 
ceiving the  Holy  Ghost,  so  that  without  baptism  there  is  no 
promise,  and  baptism  itself  must  be  accepted  as  the  requisite 
for  forgiveness  and  eternal  life."  The  literalism  is  here  mani- 
fest, which  fails  to  see  that  it  is  not  the  rite  as  such,  but  the 
rite  as  a  symbol  of  the  confession  of  Christ  before  men  which 
gives  it  any  moral  worth.  Moreover,  it  also  fails  to  ob- 
serve that  the  confession  of  Christ  as  an  act  is  of  no  moral 
significance  except  as  it  is  a  token  of  the  reality  and  energy 
of  love,  or  of  the  new  moral  life. 

We  do  not  wonder  that  Mr.  Campbell  was  led  by  a  sense  of 
consistency  to  go  a  step  further ;  so  far  that,  through  his  anxiety 
not  to  complicate  either  faith,  or  the  confession  of  it,  with  any 
renewal  of  character,  he  made  Baptism  to  be  the  regeneration 
of  the  New  Testament,  and  a  pre-ccmdition  of  the  renewal 
by  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day  and 
the  Lord's  Supper  were  in  like  manner  insisted  on  with  a  cer- 
tain protesting  freedom  from  Jewish  notions,  but  with  a  liter- 
al formalism,  that  observed  what  was  required  simply  because 
it  was  required. 

In  the  same  way,  the  protest  against  the  sectarian  churches 
became  itself  sectarian  in  insisting  that  no  one  could  be  re- 
garded as  a  New  Testament  believer,  who  had  not  submitted 
to  immersion,  in  what  was  r^arded  as  the  New  Testament 
mode  and  with  the  New  Testament  significance. 

More  generally  conceived  and  described,  the  system  of 
Campbellism  is  the  result  of  an  attempt  to  go  back  to  primi- 
tive Christianity  on  the  simple  basis  of  the  New  Testament 
when  interpreted  without  'ahe  historic  sense."  The  letter  is 
adhered  to,  but  the  import  of  the  letter,  when  it  is  explained 
in  the  light  of  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  uttered 
and  written,  is  overlooked,  or  rather  there  is  manifest  a  blind 
and  superstitious  dread  of  using  these  circumstances  in  order 
to  gain  the  needed  illumination  and  explanation.  To  believe 
that  Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  to  be  baptised  in  EUs 
name,  signified,  in  apostolic  times,  a  definite  knowledge  of 
some  spiritual  truth,  and  a  practical  subjection  to  that  truth 
of  the  feeliugs,  the  principles,  and  the  character.  The  Camp- 
bells were  altogether  right,  as  many  reformers  and  thinkers^ 
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before  and  since,  have  been  in  bein^  scandalized  at  the  meta- 
physical  creeds  which  were  presented  as  a  condition  of  fellow- 
ship in  the  Christian  church.  They  were  reasonably  disgusted 
at  the  narrow  spirit  with  which  the  several  Christian  sects 
prosecute  their  separate  interests  and  contend  against  their 
rivals,  whom  they  ought  to  cherish  as  fellow  workers  in  the 
Kingdom  of  the  Master.  Their  aims  were  catholic  and  noble, 
but  the  expedient  to  which  they  resorted,  of  making  a  historic 
faith  and  iitimersion  the  sole  conditions  of  Christian  fellowship, 
was  unsound  and  narrow  in  its  conception.  That  it  in  fact 
proved  inconvenient  in  its  working  should  not  be  surprising. 
That  it  should  be  difficult  to  draw  the  line  between  what  the 
Scriptures  expressly  declare  and  what  may  fairly  be  inferred 
from  their  teachings,  would  surprise  no  one  who  has  known 
anything  of  the  history  of  religious  discussions  and  interpre- 
tations. The  memoir  of  Campbell's  life  contains  not  a  few 
revelations  of  the  inconvenient  workings  of  his  system.  It 
not  unfrequently  occurred  that  a  teacher  in  thi^  connection 
was  charged  with  rejecting  the  divinity  of  our  Lord,  or  was 
reported  to  be  unsound  on  some  other  point  deemed  essential 
to  the  Christian  faith.  In  such  cases  it  became  the  duty  of 
Mr.  Campbell  to  call  the  offender  to  an  explanation,  or  to  use 
his  personal  influence  for  the  correction  of  his  error.  In  a 
similar  way  occasional  breaches  of  morality,  either  real  or 
imagined,  would  occur,  and  the  application  of  discipline  in 
some  form  became  necessary.  In  other  words  there  was  an 
unwritten  creed  that  was  actually  taught  and  received  in  this 
rapidly  increasing  and  widely  spread  communion,  and  which 
was  made  a  test  in  some  sort  of  fellowship  and  brotherhood. 
Thus  grew  up  an  unwritten  code  of  ethical  and  religious  rules, 
that  were  tests  of  the  Christian  life,  and  applied  in  the  way 
of  discipline. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  many  of  our  readers  should  we 
describe  minutely  the  career  of  this  remarkable  preacher  to  its 
termination.  His  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  a  new  trans- 
lation of  the  New  Testament,  and  the  courage  with  which  he 
ventured  upon  introducing  one  into  popular  acceptance  in  his 
churches ;  his  energy  in  sustaining  for  so  many  years  a  vigorous 
periodical ;  the  courage,  versatility,  and  ability  which  he  ex- 
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hibited  in  pnblic  debates  with  a  great  variety  of  prominent 
champions  of  faiths  and  opinions  diverse  from  his  own, 
are  all  instructively  described  in  these  volumes  by  Mr.  Carap- 
belPs  biographer. 

The  story  of  the  progress  of  this  anti-sectarian  sect,  this 
"  anti-party  "  party,  is  also  recorded  with  great  spirit.  That 
among  a  population  such  as  then  inhabited  western  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  Kentucky,  etc.,  the  doctines  of  Campbell  should 
have  been  very  attractive  is  not  in  the  least  surprising.  The 
broad-ipinded  and  independent  farmers  of  these  districts  could 
not  but  admire  the  catholic  promises  and  the  large  hearted 
principles  of  Mr.  Campbell  and  his  associates.  They  could 
not  but  be  disgusted  with  the  bigotry  and  narrowness  of  many 
of  the  sects  which  abounded  among  them.  The  scholastic  creeds, 
the  hair-splitting  distinctions,  the  abstract  psychological  tests 
of  character  which  were  made  the  conditions  of  admission  to 
the  church  and  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  could  not  but  con- 
trast unfavorably  with  the  simple  requisitions  and  the  definite 
acts  which  were  imposed  by  the  so  called  New  Testament 
Christianity  of  the  new  preachers.  The  general  freedom  and 
liberality  of  spirit  in  respect  to  conduct  which  was  allowed, 
had  its  good  as  well  as  its  dangerous  side. 

It  is  difficult  for  us  at  the  East  to  form  any  judgment  in  re- 
gard to  the  general  character  of  this  communion.  It  would 
be  wrong  to  express  such  a  judgment  if  we  had  formed  one, 
without  either  documents  or  testimony.  We  shall  have  dis- 
charged onr  duty  when  we  have  called  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  this  very  interesting  personal  memoir,  this  instruc- 
tive chapter  in  American  Ecclesiastical  History.  But  what  is 
ranch  more  important,  in  these  days  of  ecclesiastical  recon- 
struction and  of  more  or  less  vague  aspirations  after  the 
church  of  the  future,  we  advise  our  seekers  after  the  compre- 
hensive and  nnsectarian  church  which  is  to  be,  to  read  the 
story  of  Alexander  Campbell's  gropings  and  struggles  in  the 
same  direction.  Perhaps  the  record  of  his  experience  will  in- 
crease the  catholicity,  while  it  will  not  diminish  the  caution  of 
those  who  are  looking  for  a  simple,  yet  comprehensive,  symbol 
of  Christian  faith  and  bond  of  Christian  fellowship. 

VOL.   XXIX.  J  8 
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Article  V.— CHRISTIANITY  A  UNIVERSAL 
RELIGION. 

Thb  religioD  of  the  Old  Testament  had  two  uDlike  facee.  If 
you  looked  at  it  on  the  one  side,  it  was  narrow,  local,  exclusive ; 
if  yon  looked  at  it  on  the  other  side,  it  was  broad,  free,  in- 
tended for  mankind.  Tlie  hedge  of  national  and  formal  obser- 
vances, which  gave  it  an  uninviting  aspect,  was  designed  for 
the  protection  of  its  absolute  and  universal  doctrines,  until  in 
the  fulness  of  time,  having  impressed  themselves  on  the  mind 
of  one  people,  they  conld  pass  the  more  readily  over  the  ha- 
man  ince.  It  was  like  a  blossom  of  surpassing  beauty,  hid  in 
a  thorny  calyx  until  the  sun  burst  it  open  and  displayed  it  to 
the  eyes  of  men.  The  calyx,  having  done  its  work,  dropped, 
but  the  blossom  shone  in  perpetual  glory. 

Meanwhile  from  within  the  pale  of  this  narrow,  national, 
and  ceremonial  religion,  voices  of  the  noblest  and  truest  men 
reach  us,  showing  that  they  beheld  in  the  future  a  spread  and 
a  glory  tor  the  worship  of  Jehovah,  which  nothing  in  the  past 
justified.    Let  us  listen  to  some  of  these  voices. 

First,  we  may  notice,  scattered  through  the  ancient  scrip- 
tures, a  conviction  of  the  greatness  of  Jehovah,  as  the  univer- 
sal creator  and  Lord,  and  of  the  nothingness  of  gods  worship- 
ped by  the  heathen.  ^^The  gods  that  have  not  made  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  even  they  shall  perish  from  the  earth, 
and  from  under  these  heavens."  Next  we  perceive  the  expec- 
tation of  proselytes  coming  to  worship  at  Jerusalem,  and  of 
whole  nations  joining  themselves  to  the  God  of  Israel.  At  the 
dedication  of  the  temple,  Solomon  spoke  of  the  stranger  who 
was  not  of  Gkxl's  people,  but  should  come  out  of  a  far  country 
for  his  name's  sake.  '*  For  they  shall  hear,"  says  he,  '*  of  thy 
great  name,  and  of  thy  strong  hand,  and  of  thy  stretched  out 
mm,"  and  he  prays  that  the  prayer  of  the  stranger  may  be 
heard  when  he  shall  come  and  pray  towards  the  house  of  God, 
so  that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  may  know  God's  name  and 
fear  him,  as  do  his  people  Israel.    So  in  one  of  the  Psalms, 
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(Ixviii,  31)  it  is  said  that  '^Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch 
out  her  hands  to  God,"  that  is,  either  in  prayer  or  to  offer 
gifts ;  and  in  the  prophets  that  ^^  Israel  shall  be  the  third  with 
Egypt  and  Assyria,  a  blessing  in  the  midst  of  the  land,  whom 
the  Lord  shall  bless,  saying  blessed  be  Egypt  my  people,  and 
Assyria  the  work  of  my  hands,  and  Israel  my  inheritance.'* 
In  another  place  the  eanuch,  whom  the  law  of  Moses  shnt  oat 
from  the  blessings  of  the  congregation,  and  the  sons  of  the 
stranger,  who  complained  that  they  were  separated  from  the 
Lord's  people,  had  the  promise  made  to  them  that  they  should 
be  joyful  in  God's  house  of  prayer,  and  should  be  accepted  in 
their  burnt  ojSerings  and  sacrifices,  '^  for  my  house,"  saith  God, 
"  shall  be  called  a  house  of  prayer  for  all  people."  Thus  out 
of  Zion  was  the  law  to  go  forth,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  out 
of  Jerusalem,  or  as  the  prophet  Zechariah  says,  ^^  the  Lord  shall 
be  king  over  all  the  earth  ;  in  that  day  there  shall  be  one  Lord 
and  his  name  one." 

Still  more  spiritual  is  the  picture  which  Jeremiah  gives  of 
the  worship  of  the  future,  where  he  says  that  in  the  coming 
time,  "  they  shall  no  more  say  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord,  neither  shall  they  remember  it,"  .  .  .  "but  Jerusalem 
shall  be  called  the  throne  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  nations  shall 
be  gathered  unto  it,  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  Jerusalem  ; 
neither  shall  they  walk  any  more  after  the  imagination  of  their 
evil  heart"  As  if  the  holiness  of  the  penetrale  of  the  temple 
and  of  the  ceremonial  worship  should  fade  and  grow  pale,  be- 
fore the  holiness  of  Jerusalem,  as  the  gathering  place  of  con- 
verted and  purified  heathens. 

But  especially  remarkable  are  those  places  in  the  later  chap- 
tors  of  Isaiah,  where  the  servant  of  Jehovah  is  spoken  of  in 
connexion  with  a  spread  of  religion  over  all  lands.  That 
servant  or  messenger  at  first,  owing  to  his  marred  form  and 
visage,  shall  cause  many  to  be  aatonished,  but  afterwards  he 
shall  cause  many  nations  to  rejoice  in  himself, — for  so  what  is 
rendered  '^  he  shall  sprinkle  "  ought  probably  to  be  translated. 
"  He  is  mine  elect,"  saith  God,  ^^  in  whom  my  soul  delighteth  ; 
I  have  put  my  spirit  upon  him,  and  he  shall  bring  forth  judg- 
ment  to  the  Gentiles," — "  he  shall  not  fail  nor  be  discouraged 
till  he  have  set  judgment  in  the  earth,  and  the  isles  (or  coasts) 
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shall  wait  for  his  law."  And  in  another  place  the  same  ser- 
vant of  the  Lord  is  thus  addressed :  "  It  is  a  light  thing  that 
thou  shouldest  be  my  servant  to  raise  up  tie  tribes  of  Jacob, 
and  to  restore  the  preserved  of  Israel ;  I  will  also  give  thee  for 
a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  may  est  be  my  salvation  to 
the  end  of  the  earth.'' 

We  may  add  that  what  prophets  taught,  the  very  faith  of  an 
Israelite  would  make  him  look  upon  as  probable.  The  sublime 
conception  of  God  was  the  pious  Jew's  highest  treasure.  To 
him  Jehovah  was  God  alone  ;  he  held  no  divided  empire  with 
heathen  objects  of  worship.  Should  not  this  idea,  which 
seemed  so  real  to  him,  triumph  over  all  unreality?  He  could 
not  but  live  in  hope  of  a  glorious  future,  because  Gx>d  was  his 
God  and  the  God  of  all  the  earth,  though  unknown,  as  yet,  to 
most  of  his  creatures. 

Still  more  must  this  faith  have  given  the  promise  of  triumph, 
when  in  the  lands  of  the  dispersion  he  had  opportunity  to  con- 
trast his  God  and  his  religion  with  those  of  even  the  most 
polished  heathen.  Theirs  were  the  religions  of  children  ;  his 
rested  on  truths  wide  as  heaven  and  deep  as  the  earth's  base, 
which  would  have  made  Plato  bow  in  adoration.  How  could 
such  a  faith  fail  to  spread  ?  He  saw  proselytes  coming  to  the 
synagogue :  he  felt  that  his  nation  had  a  great  destiny.  The 
promise  to  the  fathers,  the  declaration  of  the  prophets,  the 
very  notion  of  Jehovah's  religion,  all  betokened  its  univer- 
sality. 

And  so  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  about  the  time  of  Christ's 
coming,  every  pious  Jew,  however  narrow  and  national  might 
be  his  view  of  the  Messiah,  did  expect  the  Gentiles  to  share 
in  the  great  blessing.  As  the  aged  Simeon  by  faith  saw  in 
the  infant  Jesus  the  promised  Saviour,  he  called  him  a  light 
to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as  the  glory  of  Israel.  Our 
Lord  himself  encouraged  these  expectations.  Thus  he  says, 
"and  other  sheep  I  have  which  are  not  of  this  fold;  them 
also  must  I  bring,  and  there  shall  be  one  fold  and  one  shep* 
herd."  So  in  speaking  of  the  progress  of  the  gospel  in  the 
world,  and  of  its  rejection  by  the  Jews,  he  teaches  us  that 
"many  shall  come  from  the  east  and  the  west,  and  shall  sit 
down  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob  in  the  Kingdom  of 
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God,  while  the  children  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  cast  out  into 
outer  darkness."  And  indeed,  the  command  to  the  Apostles 
to  teach  all  nations,  and  the  declaration  that  the  gospel  of  the 
kingdom  would  be  preached  to  all  nations  ere  the  end  came, 
involve  this  universality  of  the  gospel, — a  doctrine  into  which 
Paul  especially  penetrated  earliest  and  most  deeply,  and  to 
which  he  was  committed  with  all  his  heart,  from  his  conver- 
sion to  his  martyrdom. 

Having  thus  shown  that  the  ancient  scriptnres  taught  the 
spread  of  Jehovah's  religion  over  the  world,  that  the  expecta- 
tion of  this  event  was  fondly  cherished  by  the  Jews,  and  that 
Christ  applied  the  predictions  to  his  gospel,  we  propose  to  en- 
quire next,  on  what  this  universality  of  the  gospel  depended, 
what  there  is  in  it  which  fits  it  to  be  a  religion  for  mankind, 
how  it  cut  the  cord  which  bonnd  it  to  Judaism,  and  how  it  has 
proved  itself  in  the  experiment  to  be  the  universal  religion. 

I.  In  the  first  place,  the  gospel  discarded  whatever  was 
local,  national,  and  ceremonial,  in  the  old  religion,  and  retained 
whatever  had  a  bearing  on  the  whole  human  race.  It  put 
aside  all  that  required  worship  to  be  confined  to  Jerusalem, 
all  that  was  preparatory  to  a  higher  state  of  religious  know- 
ledge, all  symbols  half  concealing  and  half  revealing  some- 
thing glorious  in  the  future.  It  kept,  as  it  could  not  help  keep, 
those  doctrines  of  world-wide  bearing  which  lay  at  the  found- 
ation of  Judaism,  the  doctrines,  namely,  concerning  God  and 
concerning  the  fallen  state  of  man,  for  the  sake  of  which,  Ju- 
daism had  existed,  while  it  rejected  all  that  separated  the 
Jews  from  the  rest  of  the  world  as  the  peculiar  people  of  God. 
There  were  three  possible  courses  for  the  gospel  to  take  in  its 
practical  workings,  with  reference  to  the  old  dispensation.  It 
might,  first,  form  a  union  with  the  older  system,  retaining  the 
whole  of  the  ceremonial  law,  and  simply  adding  itself  as  a  new 
element  or  institution  to  that  which  was  already  established, 
in  which  case  Jew  and  Gentile  would  form  one  body,  with 
common  obligations  to  obey  the  law.  Or,  secondly,  it  might  re- 
lease Gentile  converts  from  obligations  which  lay  on  Jews, 
and  so  form  two  communities,  both  professing  a  faith  in  the 
gospel,  but  differing  most  widely  in  worship  and  tone  of  char- 
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acter.  Or,  lastly,  it  might  proclaim  that  Clirist  had  abolished 
the  Jewish  system,  and  so,  by  releasing  the  Jew  from  its  obli- 
gations, put  him  on  a  common  ground  of  freedom  with  the 
Gentile. 

The  first  of  these  three  courses  was  probably  that  which  the 
greater  part  of  the  nation  anticipated,  and  to  which  the  dra- 
pery of  the  ancient  prophets  gave  countenance.  Yet  it  would 
have  been  self-destruction  for  the  gospel  to  perpetuate  or  even 
long  to  endure  a  union  of  the  spiritual  with  the  ceremonial, 
of  the  thing  signified  with  the  type.  The  mind,  enlightened 
by  it,  at  once  asked  why,  if  Christ  procured  forgiveness,  the 
blood  of  bulls  and  goats  was  any  longer  needed.  It  was.  more- 
over, impossible  for  the  dwellers  in  remote  parts  of  the  world 
to  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  ritual,  which  had  an  eye 
towards  a  narrow  land,  whose  inhabitants  could  with  ease 
meet  together.  And  the  Jews  themselves  had  already  paved 
the  way  for  the  neglect  of  the  law  by  the  system  of  prose- 
lytes, who  might,  in  some  sort,  share  the  religious  blessings  of 
the  nation  without  being  incorporated  into  it.  It  needed,  there- 
fore, no  long  experience  of  the  manner  in  which  the  gospel 
took  hold  of  the  Gentile  mind  to  see  that  it  was  more  efiSca- 
cious,  more  beneficial  without  than  with  Judaism,  and  that  if 
it  allowed  the  old  religion  to  go  with  it  over  the  world,  there 
would  arise  a  strife  of  principles  to  be  terminated  by  ultimate 
rejection  and  overthrow  of  the  one  or  of  the  other. 

The  second  course,  that  of  giving  a  dispensation  from  the 
law  to  the  Gentile  but  not  to  the  Jew,  was  a  halfway  measure, 
a  method  of  compromise,  by  which  Jewish  national  feeling 
was  reconciled  to  Christianity,  and  many  zealous  Jews  might 
be  retained  in  the  church  who  would  otherwise  have  deserted 
it.  On  this  ground  stood  the  Apostles  for  a  time,  and  only  by 
degrees  gave  it  up.  But  in  truth  it  was  almost  as  objection- 
able as  the  first  course,  if  not  more  so.  How  could  two  such 
churches  have  walked  hand  in  hand,  the  one  of  which  would 
regard  as  worse  than  useless  the  ceremonies  which  the  other 
clung  to  as  God's  law  to  the  fathers  ?  How  could  Christ  have 
reigned  supreme  amid  the  sacrifices  kept  up  from  age  to  age, 
which  had  no  meaning,  unless  they  did  some  good  to  the  wor- 
shiper which  he  could  not  do?     The  Jewish  church  then,  by 
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a  logical  necessity,  woald  fall  away  from  Obristianity, — a  fate 
that  actaally  oyertook  a  portion  of  it,  which  tried  to  har 
monize  the  new  and  the  old  On  the  other  hand,  the  Gentiles 
might  fairly  argae  that  if  there  had  been  a  progress  in  religion 
as  there  was  from  Abraham  onward,  and  if  a  new  era  had  be- 
gan, and  the  religion  had  pot  on  its  universal  character,  there 
mnst  be  some  change  in  forms  and  outward  institutions  to  fit  it 
for  mankind.  Of  what  possible  use  could  it  be  to  keep  up  a 
difference  between  Jew  and  Gentile,  if  the  rights  of  both  were 
the  same  under  the  gospel,  if  both  bad  the  same  access  by 
Christ  to  the  Father. 

The  third  course  then,  that  of  doing  away  with  whatever 
was  local  and  symbolical,  was  the  only  logical,  the  only  safe, 
the  only  beneficial  one.  But  the  steps  by  which  the  church 
among  the  Jews  was  led  towards  it  were  remarkable,  as  dis- 
closing to  us  God's  way  of  letting  light  by  degrees  fall  into 
minds  blinded  and  swayed  by  national  partialities.  First, 
Christ  had  uttered  a  few  sayings  looking  that  way,  as  that  glo- 
rious one,  ^' the  hour  Cometh,  when  ye  shall  neither  in  this 
mountain  nor  yet  at  Jerusalem,  worship  the  Father."  Next 
it  needed  special  revelations  of  a  very  remarkable  kind,  to 
show  to  Peter  and  the  other  disciples  that  there  was  to  be  no 
caste  in  the  church,  that  a  Jew  might  eat  and  mingle  freely 
with  a  Gentile  Christian,  like  Cornelius,  as  with  a  brother. 
Then  the  church  was  called  upon  to  decide  whether  the  Gen- 
tiles who  believed  should  be  bound  to  observe  the  law  of 
Moses,  and  by  inspired  directions  it  freed  them  from  the  use- 
less and  deadly  yoke.  Then  the  apostle  Paul  was  raised  up 
to  show  that  the  law  was  done  away  by  Christ, — the  shadow 
by  the  substance, — and  his  disciples  pursued  the  same  line  of 
thought,  until  it  became  the  triumphant  and  general  view  of 
the  Christian  body.  And  finally,  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem gave  the  death  blow  to  a  half  Jewish  half  Christian  reli- 
gion ;  the  temple  in  ruins,  the  nation  destroyed,  the  rites  neg- 
lected or  made  impossible,  who  with  a  Christian  mind  could 
longer  hold  on  to  that  which  fanatical  Jews  iiad  abandoned  ? 

Thus,  not  by  any  one  revelation  directly  bearing  on  the 
point,  but  by  various  hints  as  it  were,  did  divine  wisdom  purge 
and  separate  the  g.)spel  from  the  old  leaven  of  the  Mosaic  law. 
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As  the  gospel  seized  on  Jewish  minds,  it  by  degrees  burst  its 
fetters,  it  felt  its  freedom  and  power  at  once,  it  uttered  to  the 
world  and  for  the  world  the  noble  words  ^'  where  there  is 
neither  Oreek  nor  Jew,  circumcision  nor  unoircamcision,  bond 
nor  free,  bnt  Ohrist  is  all  and  in  all." 

This  was  a  vital,  a  momentous  advance.  We  are  so  far  re- 
moTed  from  Jewish  ways  of  thinking  that  it  may  seem  to  as 
as  if  the  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles  is  wasting  energy  when  he  is 
battling  with  Jews  concerning  the  law.  But  in  fact  ho  is  the 
truest  exponent  of  the  gospel  in  all  this,  and  by  no  means  ex- 
aggerated the  importance  of  the  question  at  issue.  But  for 
him,  humanly  speaking,  the  religion  of  Christ  could  not  have 
reached  mankind.  He,  or  some  one  less  fitted  by  inward  ex- 
perienoe  and  acquaintance  with  the  feelings  of  the  Jews,  was 
wanted  to  settle  that  question,  for  on  it  the  destinies  of  the 
Q-entile  world  depended. 

IL  The  universality  of  the  gospel,  we  add  in  the  second 
place,  was  favored  by  its  elear  disclosures  concerning  a  future 
life.  It  is  remarkable  that  so  soon  as  the  gospel  embraced  the 
world  as  its  place  of  action,  it  embraced  this  world  and  the 
next  riri  its  time  of  action.  Everywhere  and  forever  were  its 
watchwords*  The  little  Jewish  state  was  held  together  with- 
out a  very  explicit  doctrine  in  relation  to  the  last  things,  al- 
though such  a  doctrine  was  held,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  Christ, 
widely  entertained.  The  mind  was  in  a  condition  of  child- 
hood ;  it  lived  under  an  immediate  Providence,  whose  rewards 
and  punishments  were  not  put  off  until  after  death,  and  so 
while  it  was  a  local,  it  was  also,  in  a  sense,  an  earthly  religiim, 
earthly,  that  is,  to  all  except  a  few  nobler  men  among  the 
people. 

But  when  the  gospel  came  into  the  world  and  when  it  tra* 
veiled  over  the  world,  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  throw 
light  upon  a  future  life  and  the  future  destinies  <^  man.  We  re- 
fer not  to  a  logical  necessity,  to  the  fact  that  so  great  an  event 
as  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God  would  seem  destitute  of 
meaning  and  out  <^  proportion  to  the  wants  of  man,  if  its 
bearings  reached  only  to  the  end  of  the  present  life.  Nor  do 
we  refer  to  the  demands  which  the  human  £Etmily  would  inevi- 
tably make  upon  the  new  revelation,  that  it  must  and  ought 
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to  clear  up  the  mystery  of  man's  position  in  the  world,  which 
philosophy  had  vainly  attempted  to  explore.  But  it  was 
necessary  for  the  success  of  the  gospel,  necessary  in  order  to 
attract  and  sober  and  alarm  the  nations,  necessary  in  order  that 
men  should  perceive  the  greatness  of  the  gift  which  the  gos* 
pel  offers,  that  it  should  speak  a  word  of  authority  on  the  dura- 
tion of  the  soul.  It  cannot  be  conceived  that  men  would  long 
listen  to  a  story  of  redemption,  broken  off  in  the  midst,  before 
it  told  of  a  hereafter.  But  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  brought 
the  world  to  come  before  the  eyes  of  men,  it  satisfied  a  longing 
which  no  mythology,  no  system  of  human  wisdom,  had  met. 
And  it  put  the  life  beyond  the  grave  into  such  a  connexion 
with  the  life  this  side,  that  all  its  teachings  became  interesting, 
momentous,  imperative. 

nL  More,  tar  more,  than  all  things  else  in  the  gospel,  the 
doctrine  of  Christ  dying  for  the  sins  of  die  world,  and  dying 
on  the  cross  to  procure  forgiveness,  contains  a  power  over  the 
universal  human  family.  The  elements  of  the  old  dispensa- 
tion, which  the  new  carried  along  with  it,  the  doctrine  of  God, 
and  of  man's  fallen  condition,  are  indeed  fundamental  truths  of 
a  universal  nature,  as  interesting  to  the  Greek  as  to  the  Jew, 
to  the  barbarian  as  to  the  Greek,  and  without  them  there  could 
have  been  no  gospel.  But  our  remark  now  is  that  what  be- 
longs exclusively  to  the  gospel,  the  manifestation  of  God  to 
the  world  by  his  own  Son  in  a  state  of  humiliation,  and  above 
all  through  his  atoning  death,  contained  in  itself  a  power  and 
an  attractiveness  as  wide  as  mankind.  The  deatb  of  Christ  for 
sin  did  not  draw  its  strength  from  those  universal  docrines  of 
the  old  religion  with  which  it  was  in  company,  so  much  as  by 
its  own  strength  it  lent  them  a  force  they  had  not  before. 

'^  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me.  This 
he  said,  signifying  what  manner  of  death  he  should  die."  It 
was  surely  a  daring  word  for  a  Galilean  to  utter,  when  about  to 
die  a  malefactor's  death,  he  said  that  such  an  event  would  cast 
Satan  from  his  throne  of  empire  and  draw  men  unto  himself. 
No  other  human  being  then  living  dreamed  of  such  a  thing. 
And  almost  every  one  who  believed  in  a  Messiah  would  have 
called  him  a  dreamer  for  entertaining  such  a  thought.  But 
the  facts  of  all  lands  and  of  all  centuries  since  have  proved 
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that  JesQS  knew  mankind  better  than  all  wise  men,  Jew  or 
pagan — that  he  knew  man's  heart  as  well  as  he  knew  him- 
self; and  so  the  double  fact  of  his  consciousness  of  coming 
from  God,  and  of  his  k  nowledge  where  the  strength  of  his 
religion  lay,  is  an  evidence,  never  to  be  overcome,  that  he  is 
the  Saviour  for  mankind.  At  the  time  when  he  nttered  these 
words  his  lowliness  was  proof  to  many  that  he  was  an  im- 
postor. Bat  his  lowliness  of  station  and  of  temper  has  reached 
to  ten  thousand  dark,  depraved  places,  where  no  kingly  vir- 
tues could  penetrate.  When  he  hung  on  the  cross  his  enemies 
thought  that  an  end  was  put  to  his  pretensions  and  his  fac- 
tion. But  what  has  interested  the  heart  of  the  world  since  so 
much  as  this  great  moment?  Let  Christian  tears,  let  Chris- 
tian song  and  art,  let  Christian  theology  in  all  its  shapes,  an- 
swer the  question.  Or  let  the  new  convert  from  heathenism 
in  any  quarter — the  Hindoo,  or  Sandwich  Islander,  or  Hotten- 
tot, or  American  Indian — answer ;  and  he  will  tell  of  a  strange 
power  coming  from  the  dying  Christ  And  this,  whether  be 
may  have  had  instilled  into  him  a  theory  of  atonement  or  not. 
Let  him  follow  the  simple  narrative  and  have  no  dogma — the 
narrative  breaks  and  subdues  him,  as  it  did  when  told  by  the 
artless  disciples  of  the  Redeemer. 

Now,  if  we  may  get  behind  and  analyze  the  feelings  of 
Christian  souls,  in  what  consists  the  great  power  of  the  cross 
-—of  the  cross,  we  mean,  as  taken  in  connection  with  the  rising 
from  the  dead  and  the  exaltation.  What  is  there  which  gives 
their  universal  sway  over  men  to  these  distinctive  facts  of  the 
gospel  ? 

In  the  first  place  the  influence  of  the  death  of  Christ  on  all 
races  and  times  arises  from  its  being  a  fact  and  not  a  dogma. 
The  strength  of  heathenism  lay  in  its  mythologies,  and  when 
these  were  found  to  be  false,  no  philosophy  could  hold  them 
up  or  take  their  place.  Mankind  have  ever  had  a  longing  to 
be  brought  into  the  presence  of  the  Godhead,  to  have  some- 
thing authoratative  from  him ;  and  the  revelation  needs  to  take 
the  shape  of  history  to  be  powerful  and  attractive.  Doctrine 
must  come  out  of  facts  to  have  any  power :  it  is  dead  being 
alone. 
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Again  the  cross  ap][>eal8  to  the  common  feelings  of  oar  na- 
ture, which,  whether  men  fully  understand  them  or  not,  crave 
forgiveness  and  reconciliation  with  God.  A  sense  of  sin,  care- 
less as  men  seem  about  their  conduct,  lies  in  every  breast, 
slumberins:  perhaps  but  not  extinct  This  sense  of  sin  may 
meet  the  doctrine  of  the  cross  as  an  enemy  which  would  take 
from  it  its  lustrations  and  sacrifices,  or  woiild  alarmingly  en- 
hance the  guilt  of  sin,  but  the  gospel  is  an  enemy  which  can 
conquer  it  and  win  it  over.  There  is  no  other  way  of  appeal- 
ing to  heathens  than  to  dwellers  in  Christian  lands ;  both  have 
the  same  kind,  if  not  degree,  of  preparation  for  Christ,  in  a 
sense  of  distance  from  God  and  of  falling  short  of  the  end  for 
which  they  were  made.  The  heathen  needs  little  or  no  train- 
ing before  he  is  ready  to  receive  Christ,  and  indeed,  is  better 
off  than  one  who  for  years,  by  sophistries,  has  shielded  himself 
from  the  truth. 

Thirdly,  the  crosssatisfies  the  rational  nature  of  all.  We  do  not 
mean  that  all  men  or  that  any  man  can  give  a  iull  explanation 
of  Christ,  or  of  his  work,  nor  can  we  suppose  that  in  a  great 
scheme,  involving  relations  of  the  deepest  kind  between  God 
and  man,  complete  explanation  and  removal  of  difiSculties  is 
possible.  Nay  more,  if  this  were  possible  it  would  not  be 
desirable,  for  the  soul  is  not  saved  by  clear  understanding  of 
truth,  but  by  the  awakening  of  feelings  and  purposes  that  are 
good,  and  these  do  not  demand  a  perfectly  definite  statement. 
But  we  mean  that  however  men  explain  the  cross,  they  are  con- 
vinced when  they  receive  it  that  it  is  the  wisdom  of  God.  It 
is  not  something  clothed  in  Jewish  drapery,  which  a  person 
of  another  race  needs  to  strip  naked  and  put  into  the  abstrac- 
test  form,  in  order  to  welcome  it;  but  it  makes  an  appeal  to  all 
classes  of  minds  everywhere,  to  all  who  have  noticed  the  part 
which  vicarious  action  plays  in  the  world,  and  the  good  which 
vicarious  suffering  brings  to  thousands,  and  even  to  the  unde- 
serving. 

And  if  there  were  no  adequate  solution  of  the  atonement 
we  fall  back  on  this  which  our  whole  race  can  appreciate — 
that  in  Christ  living  and  dying  there  is  a  union  of  holiness  and 
love.  Holiness  alone  could  not  satisfy  man,  for  he  stands  in 
dread  and  distrust  aloof  from  a  God  of  holiness.    Love  alone 
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could  not  satiBfj  hiin,  for  it  coald  alone,  without  reTelation  of 
God's  feeling  toward  sin,  work  no  transformations.  Bnt  loving 
holiDoss,  holy  love,  can  bring  God  and  man  together,  can 
make  man  like  God  by  winning  him  to  God,  as  God  became 
like  man  in  order  to  win  him.  With  this  deep  impression  that 
ill  Christ's  offer  of  pardon,  holiness  and  love  are  united, — ^an 
iaipression  which  the  cross  makes  on  the  heart  of  mankind — 
we  have  the  outlines  of  a  doctrine  which,  under  various  forms, 
commends  itself  to  all. 

We  may  add  that  the  condescension  of  Christ  carries  with  it 
a  power  over  mankind.  There  is  no  more  moving  form  of 
love  than  this,  which  gives  to  divine  Providence  and  grace  its 
principal  sweetness.  This  quality  shines  in  all  of  Christ's 
life  and  actions,  for  we  go  back  in  all  to  the  incarnation  of  the 
Son  of  God.  The  height  of  this  attractive  glory  of  character 
reaches  us  at  the  lowest  point  of  Christ's  lowliness,  at  the 
ignominious  cross  itself.  When  we  contemplate  him  on  the 
cross  we  have  the  strongest  promptings  to  give  him  ourlove,  and 
the  stronger,  the  lower  we  feel  ourselves  to  be  in  sin,  and  the 
deeper  in  our  depression.  Ilis  condescension  commends  him 
thus  to  all,  and  most  to  the  mass  of  mankind. 

Another  obvious  cord  which  binds  him  to  all  mankind  is 
his  brotherly  sympathy,  which  indeed  is  nothing  else  but  love 
in  his  state  of  humiliation.  It  is  not  the  sympathy  of  man, 
which  would  have  comparatively  but  little  value  and  power, 
nor  the  love  of  God,  but  the  feeling  entertained  towards  man 
by  the  incarnate  Saviour,  who  has  made  himself  their  fellow. 
It  unites  thus  all  the  power  of  love  divine  and  human. 

Nor  would  the  work  of  Christ  as  the  world's  Saviour  be  com- 
plete, if  we  were  to  stop  at  the  cross.  His  exaltation  carries 
the  power  of  his  death  into  his  life  in  glory,  attracts  the  faith 
and  hope  of  man  towards  heaven,  shows  to  his  wondering  eye 
the  great  scale  and  wide  extent  of  the  plan  of  grace,  and  ex- 
hibits him  as  an  all  sufficient  ever  ready  helper. 

lY.  The  life  and  death  of  Christ  are  the  foundation  of  Christ- 
ian morality,  which  is  in  some  of  its  features  unlike  all  other 
forms  of  morality,  Jewish  or  philosophical,  and  commends  itself, 
as  a  model,  to  all.  mankind.     Here  we  see  the  passive  virtues 
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first  raised  to  a  level  with  or  above  the  active,  and  a  kind  of 
heroism  exhibited  in  action  which  the  lowest  can  admire  and 
imitate.  Here  we  see  action  under  the  sway  of  such  virtues 
taking  the  place  of  the  contemplation  of  the  philosopher,  and 
therefore  possible  for  all.  Here  we  find  a  new  idea  of  life — 
that  its  purity  consists  not  in  religious  observances  or  with- 
drawal from  the  world,  but  in  ennobling  all  the  scenes  and  re- 
lations of  life,  great  and  small,  by  a  spirit  of  consecration  to 
God.  The  divine  and  human  are  blended  in  the  life  of  the 
Christian,  as  they  are  in  union  in  the  person  of  the  Saviour. 
The  great  characteristics  of  Christian  morality  are  such  as  to 
appear  possible  for  all;  they  wear  a  human  garb  which  is 
attractive  to  all.  The  life  of  Christ,  and  a  life  such  as  Christ's, 
however  it  rebukes  sin,  commands  the  respect  and  attracts  tbe 
love  of  the  world. 

V.  We  add,  fifthly,  that  the  brotherhood  of  Christians,  im- 
plied in  Christian  privileges  and  taking  form  in  the  church, 
greatly  helps  the  system  to  become  universal.  A  religion  of 
castes,  or  one  with  a  priestly  class,  divides  society  and  de- 
grades its  lower  members.  A  religious  philosophy  is  not 
fitted  for  mankind.  A  national  religion  puts  up  a  bar  against 
human  brotherhood.  But  as  all  dififerences  of  men  are  in- 
finitely small  before  God,  and  as  Christ  came  for  the  whole 
race,  there  was  laid  up  in  true  religion,  especially  in  its  form 
of  redemption,  a  fraternal  spirit.  All  are  brethren  even  as 
Christ  is  the  brother  of  all.  A  common  redemption  involves 
a  community  of  believers,  who  are  one  every  where  and 
through  all  classes.  This  one  Catholic  church,  in  which  all 
share  alike,  is  the  only  society  spreading  through  the  world 
that  has  ever  been  conceived  of.  Imagine,  instead  of  it,  vari- 
ous branches  of  a  church,  or  various  churches  for  dififerent 
ranks,  and  you  will  feel  that  in  such  a  system,  if  it  were  possi- 
ble, the  Gospel  would  defeat  itself,  and  limit  its  own  spread 
from  land  to  land,  and  from  one  stratum  of  society  to  another. 

We  have  confined  our  attention  to  the  question,  What  there 
is  in  Christianity  itself  to  gain  access  for  it  among  men  every 
where  and  at  all  stages  of  culture?  Did  not  the  subject 
stretch  beyond  our  limits,  we  might  put  this  quality  of  the 
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Gospel  to  the  test  of  fact  and  observation.  We  might  draw 
notice  to  its  power  of  attraction  for  all  kinds  of  minds 
and  of  sensibilities,  for  the  intellectual  and  the  warm-heart- 
ed, for  the  hopefa)  and  the  desponding,  for  the  practical  and 
the  contemplative,  for  the  mind  of  coarser  and  that  of  finer 
moald,  the  manly  and  the  feminine,  the  experienced  and  the 
inexperienced.  We  might  show  its  sympathies  with  art,  sci- 
ence, and  political  liberty.  We  might  gather  the  testimonies 
of  history,  which  tells  ns  how  neither  the  degradation  nor  the 
refinement  of  a  race,  neither  its  inaptness  for  reflection  nor  its 
worn  out  civilization,  nor  even  its  self-conceit  can  nentralize 
the  force  of  Christianity.  Every  where,  and  in  all  classes,  it 
shows  its  restorative,  formative,  creative  power.  As  "  there 
is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  neither  bond  nor  free,  neither  male 
nor  female,  but  all  are  one  in  Christ  Jesus,"  so  its  aim  is  to 
make  one  family  of  God,  one  kingdom  of  heaven  to  which  all 
nations  are  to  belong,  and  this  the  proof  of  facts  shows  that  it 
can  accomplish. 

But  dismissing  these  considerations  thus  briefly,  we  go  on  to 
close  our  discussion  with  a  few  reflections;  the ^r*^  of  which 
is  that  this  universal  character  of  Christianity  is  best  taught 
by  experience.  The  man  who  receives  it  in  its  power  into  his 
heart  knows  that  it  has  transformed  him  not  by  its  sway  over 
civilized  men,  nor  over  those  who  are  imbued  with  Old  Testa- 
ment ideas,  but  by  its  sway  over  him  as  a  man^  by  its  appeals 
to  that  in  him  which  he  shares  in  common  with  all  mankind. 
If,  having  exaltedliis  conception  of  the  universal  Buler,  and 
deepened  his  sense  ef  obligation  and  of  sin,  it  now  speaks  to 
him  of  the  worth  of  his  soul,  of  his  wants,  of  the  Christian  re- 
demption, and  the  Christian  life  of  holiness,  he  knows  that  the 
plea  is  as  applicable  to  all  who  bear  the  human  name ;  and  if 
it  can  transform  and  purify  him,  it  can  do  the  same  for  men  in 
Africa,  or  Labrador,  or  China — it  is  a  religion  for  the  world. 
Its  truths,  under  the  impressive  form  of  facts  and  of  life,  he 
knows  to  be  universal  truths,  and  to  be  designed  for  alL  He 
therefore  believes  in  a  Catholic  church,  in  the  feasibility  of 
missions,  in  the  future  spread  of  Christianity  in  every  clime. 
The  Christian  spirit  that  is  in  him  makes  him  hopeful;  he, 
more  than  all  men  besides,  believes  in  the  capacity  of  man  to 
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riae  above  the  present  confasion  of  the  world,  and  to  approach 
nigh  to  perfect  manhood.  It  is  not  civilization  that  he  be- 
lieves, nor  governments,  nor  the  nineteenth  oentnrj,  but  the 
Gospel,  this  which  has  made  civilization  what  it  is  more  than 
all  causes  besides,  and  is  purifying  governments,  this  which 
can  carry  civilization  where  it  goes  and  make  all  things  new 
there,  while  if  civilization  went  alone  it  would  but  increase 
the  capacity  of  savages  to  do  evil. 

2.  The  Gospel  is  no  republication,  and  authorized  exposition 
of  the  religion  of  nature,  as  some  persons,  called  Christians, 
have  accounted  it.  It  is  something  more,  or  else  nothing.  It 
claims  to  contain  a  method  of  recovering  man  from  his  ruins 
through  the  life  and  death  of  the  Son  of  God,  which,  by  its 
startling  nature,  proves  that  it  must  be  some  new  additional 
revelation,  or  some  marvelous  imposture.  The  power  with 
which  it  has  acted  on  man,  through  what  is  novel  in  it  and 
superadded  to  the  old  religion,  shows  that  it  was  no  new  edition 
merely  of  the  religion  of  Adam,  Abraham,  and  Moses,  but  a 
mystery  of  godliness  hid  from  ages  and  generations.  It  claims 
to  be  a  religion  adapted  for  the  fulness  of  times,  the  patri- 
archal religion  and  Judaism  being  but  messengers  sent  to  pre- 
pare its  way ;  to  be  a  religion  for  those  who  had  been  trained 
already  under  the  divioe  law  and  the  system  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment ;  to  be  a  religion  of  the  latter  days,  of  the  last  stage  of 
man's  historical  progress  in  this  world, — in  other  words,  to  be 
man's  religion  until  the  coming  again  of  Christ  for  judgment. 

And  if  so,  it  is  idle,  it  is  unchristian  to  try  to  recommend 
Christianity  by  rounding  off  its  corners  and  sharp  points,  in 
order  to  have  as  little  that  is  positive  about  it  as  possible. 
He  cannot  understand  or  love  the  Gospel  who  makes  such  an 
attempt.  He  cannot  understand  man  who  does  not  perceive 
that  there  are  principles  in  him  and  wants  every  where, 
through  all  races,  in  civilized  lite  and  in  savage,  which  Christ- 
ianity with  its  dying  redeemer,  and  its  future  retributions, 
and  its  Divine  Spirit  in  the  world,  meets  and  satisfies ;  so  that 
if  a  civilized  country  or  age  should  perchance  show  a  spirit 
alien  from  the  Gospel,  the  fault  would  not  lie  in  the  Gospel's 
want  of  universality  but  in  the  godlessly  corrupt  character  of 
the  age  or  civilization.    How  foolish,  how  cowardly,  to  bring 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


286  ChnsUanity  a  UnwetMl  Rdigion.    •         [April, 

it  shorn  of  its  peculiarities  to  the  mind  of  the  world,  because 
there  are  now,  as  there  were  at  first,  many  who  reject  it  tor 
those  peculiarities.  How  foolish,  we  say,  is  this,  when  it  has 
won  its  way,  and  obtained  its  triumphs,  and  set  itself  up  in  the 
hearts  and  thinking  of  men  as  a  controlling  power,  diiefly  by 
what  is  peculiar  to  it  and  characteristic.  Take  away  all  this, 
and  if  you  could  still  offer  salvation  to  men,  you  would  have 
cut  the  cord  which  binds  man  to  the  Gospel,  you  would  have 
brought  about  the  death  of  positive  revealed  religion. 

3.  The  idea  is  therefore  vain  that  the  Gospel  will  be  super- 
seded in  the  progress  of  soeiety  by  some  more  abstract  re- 
ligion, which  shall  retain  its  morality  and  throw  away  its  facts. 
Some  seem  to  think  that  civilization  has  a  power  to  do  good 
without  Christianity.  As  the  master  said,  in  his  foresight  of 
the  triumph  of  his  religion,  **  now  is  the  Prince  of  this  world 
cast  out,"  so  say  they,  standing  on  the  hilltop  of  this  nine- 
teenth century,  ''  now  is  the  Redeemer  of  the  world  cast  out." 
He  represents,  they  admit,  the  highest  development  of  humaa- 
ity,  and  his  views  are  nearest  to  the  truth.  All  religions  have 
had  some  grains  of  truth  in  them ;  His  has  the  most;  but  a 
time  is  coming  and  now  is,  when  the  world  is  become  old 
and  knowing  enough  to  get  along  without  revelation  by  a 
simple  faith  in  tlie  God  of  nature.  Such  is  to  be  the  world- 
religion  of  the  maturity  of  mankind. 

There  are  two  questions  that  arise  before  us  here;  one 
whether  the  Gospel  is  true  or  not,  the  other  whether,  if  it  be 
discarded,  any  other  religion  will  take  its  place  among  men — 
for  that  some  one  religion  is  to  be  universal,  all  signs  show. 
With  the  first  of  these  questions  wo  are  here  not  immediately 
concerned.  If  it  be  false,  it  must  fall ;  if  true,  it  will  stand  its 
ground,  as  it  has  stood  its  ground  hitherto,  against  the  attacks 
of  its  foes  and  the  follies  of  its  friends.  And  the  man  who  re- 
jects it  must  find  it  hard  to  account  for  its  wonderful  adapta- 
tion to  all  races  and  ages.  Whence  did  falsehood  get  such  a 
hold  over  mankind  i 

But  the  other  question — what  the  world  could  do  without 
the  Gt)spel — what  universal  religion  could  take  its  place,  de- 
serves our  attention,  and  indeed  claims  it  for  a  longer  time 
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than  we  can  now  Bpare.     Let  ns,  as  it  regards  this  question, 
briefly  consider  one  or  two  points. 

First.  Soch  a  new  religion  must  be  a  philosophy,  another 
revelation  being  out  of  the  qnestion.  Now  it  is  probable,  if 
not  certain,  that  the  loss  of  authority  and  of  vivid  inapres- 
siveness,  which  would  arise  from  putting  human  dogmas  in 
the  place  of  the  life  of  a  divine  teacher,  would  be  utterly  irre- 
parable. Religion  after  that  would  lie  fainting  in  the  dust. 
Who  that  considers  the  cravings  of  man  disclosed  by  all  my- 
thology for  a  connection  with  heaven,  who  that  understands 
where  the  power  of  the  Gospel  lies,  will  doubt  that  the  power 
of  a  religion  depends  on  its  being  believed  to  state  facts  con- 
cerning God,  and  that  as  soon  as  men  make  a  religion  for  them- 
selves, it  will  lose  its  hold  on  them, — ^as  soon  as  they  have  con- 
structed an  automaton  pretending  to  have  life,  they  will  get 
behind  the  machinery,  and  laugh  at  it. 

Secondly.  What  will  be  the  conclusions  of  this  new  uni» 
versal  religion  of  man's  devising?  What  will  it  lay  down  as 
certain  ?  Will  it  teach  the  immortality  of  the  soul  i  But  the 
most  advanced  philosophy,  that  of  Hegel,  is  so  dark  on  that 
great  point,  that  after  the  founder's  death  his  school  divided 
into  two  parts  contending  with  one  another — like  Michael  and 
the  devil  about  the  body  of  Moses — on  this  very  question. 
Whether  or  not  he  taught  the  soul's  immortality.  Will  it 
teach  a  providence  and  a  plan  in  nature?  But  the  positive 
philosophy  of  Comte  ignores  final  causes  altogether.  The 
foundations  of  the  religion — or  universal  philosophy  as  we 
may  call  it — it  would  seem,  must  shrink  to  about  the  propor- 
tions of  atheism. 

Thirdly.  The  ideas  of  sin,  repentance,  redemption,  immor- 
tality, are  inwrought  into  the  literature,  art,  life,  and  feelings 
of  all  Christian  lands.  They  serve,  in  fact,  as  resting  places 
for  the  intellect,  sentiments,  and  hope  of  myriads.  When  a 
vacuum  is  created  by  the  departure  of  the  Gospel,  what  »hall 
fill  it?  Or  could  it  ever  thrust  oul  the  Gospel,  unless  it 
brought  in  something  for  men  ^to  rely  upon,  to  hope  from,  to 
love  and  to  fear  ? 

Fourthly.  Civilization  and  progress  are  words  of  jugglery, 
they  are  general  terms  of  no  meaning  except  as  including  the 
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motive  forces  which  lead  man  on  to  the  standard  of  perfect 
manhood.  These  forces  are  religion,  morals,  social  life,  gov- 
ernment, art,  and  science.  The  chief  of  these  motive  forces 
is  religion.  How  is  the  world  to  get  along  withont  them  any 
more  than  the  most  nicely  fornished  locomotive  can  leave  its 
place,  or  can  go  on  safely  without  steam  or  a  road  ?  Would  it 
not  be  as  absard  to  say  that  civilization  consists  in  that  ad- 
vancement of  society  which  will  supersede  the  family  and  the 
state,  as  in  that  which  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  religion  ? 
CTntil  civilization  can  create  some  new  kind  of  force  to  perfect 
mankind,  it  must  depend  in  no  small  degree  for  its  perfection 
and  spread  on  the  moral  powers  called  into  being  by  the 
Gospel. 

And,  in  fact,  the  highest  civilization  hitherto  reached,  con- 
tains within  itself  enormous  disorders.  Where  great  masses 
are  crowded  together  as  in  large  cities,  extreme  refinement 
gives  to  some  an  elegant  sceptical  worldliness,  while  close  by 
them  there  are  godless  desperates,  savages  worse  than  the 
Pagans  who  live  under  simpler  instirutions.  Will  those  culti- 
vated men  who  are  throwing  religion  away  surpass  Christians 
in  the  earnestness  of  doing  good ;  and  what  will  doing  good 
mean^  if  GkKl  and  immortality  and  the  Gospel  ideal  of  a  per- 
fect life  and  retribution  are  given  up  I  Christianity  was  plain- 
ly intended  to  make  men  good ;  it  does  contain  very  strong 
motives  to  virtue  and  uprightness,  and  yet  its  influence  is 
small,  and  hitherto  u]>on  a  few.  How,  when  its  truths  are 
denied  and  its  motive  power  is  stopped,  can  there  be  any 
better  state  of  things  ?  They  are  bound  to  say,  who  are  busy 
in  hastening  on  such  an  era. 

Until,  then,  there  are  signs  more  than  we  have  now,  that 
some  new  cause  or  combination  of  causes  will  perfect  man  and 
society,  we  will  believe  that  the  renovation  of  the  world  is  laid 
in  the  hands  of  the  Gospel.  And  we  will  hope  in  it,  as  the 
grand  catholicon,  as  the  tree  of  life  which  yields  her  fruit 
eo0ry  months  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  are  for  the  healing  of 
\ihe  nations. 
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Abtiolb  VL— the  proprieties  OF  THE  PULPIT. 

Thebb  are  those  who  would  settle  all  questions  of  taste  or 
decorum  on  which  they  are  either  in  a  minority  or  indiflferent, 
by  the  ancient  maxim,  ''  De  gvMi^us^^^  &c.,  meaning  thus  to 
deny  all  jurisdiction  and  leave  a  decision  impossible.  The 
maxim  justly  imports  that,  as  in  respect  to  physical  appetite, 
so  in  art,  literature,  and  social  life,  there  are  questions  which 
must  be  left  to  individual  partialities.  Men  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  agree,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  dispute  about 
them.  But  the  ancient  critic  did  not  hold  that  there  is  no 
standard  of  good  taste,  or  that  there  can  be  no  approximation 
to  harmony  among  cultivated  minds,  and  therefore  every  one 
ought  to  abide  by  his  own  practice  according  to  his  prefer- 
ence, or  in  the  absence  of  any  preference.  By  common 
acknowledgment,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  we  call  good  taste, 
decorum,  or,  especially  in  respect  to  graver  or  more  sacred  oc- 
casions, propriety.  It  has  its  foundation  in  the  nature  of 
things  and  the  natural  susceptibilities  of  the  human  mind  as 
cultivated  and  matured.  It  has  its  own  canons  of  criticism. 
Questions  of  this  sort  may  be  reasonably  discussed,  and  with 
the  advantage  of  time  and  experience,  differing  minds  may 
arrive  at  common  perceptions  and  conclusions  on  these  sub- 
jects as  generally  as  on  graver  matters  of  truth  or  obligation. 
Tlie  concurrent,  lasting  judgment  of  educated  persons  convers- 
ant with  the  subject  in  view,  must  form  a  legitimate  tribunal. 
There  is  no  more  warrant  for  saying  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
propriety,  because  all  are  not  agreed  upon  it,  than  for  saying 
the  same  of  truth.  The  pretense  is  no  better  than  a  flimsy 
refuge  for  conceit,  vanity,  and  presumption.  That  there  is  a 
propriety  to  be  ascertained  and  regarded  in  the  most  im- 
portant work  we  can  have  to  do,  even  in  the  public  worship  of 
God,  is  acknowledged  in  the  apostle's  precept :  '^  Let  all  things 
be  done  decently  and  in  order."*  There  is  a  decency,  an  order, 

•  1  Oor.  xiv.,  40. 
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in  the  services  of  a  Christian  assembly,  which  the  writer  there 
has  in  view ;  a  character  that  is  suitable  and  becoming  ;  the 
worshipers  must  judge,  and  tnay  learn,  what  it  is;  and  no  in- 
dividual is  authorized  to  violate  or  overlook  it  in  carrying  out 
his  separate  partiality. 

The  proprieties  of  the  church,  then,  are  those  considerations 
that  serve  to  determine  what  is  proper,  what  is  dacent,  or  be- 
coming, in  the  services  of  the  church.  As  the  persons  con- 
cerned are  the  minister  and  the  people,  the  subject  may  relate 
especially  to  the  pulpit  or  to  the  pews.  Confining  ourselves 
now  to  one  only,  we  inquire  as  to  the  proprieties  of  the  pulpit. 
And,  not  to  cover  too  much  ground,  we  here  refer  only  to  the 
conduct  of  the  devotional  services  of  a  Christian  assembly. 

In  the  greater  part  of  Christendom,  public  prayer  is  in  pre- 
scribed forms.  Even  there  the  effect  of  the  service  depends 
much  on  the  spirit  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  performed. 
But  wherever,  as  in  most  Protestant  congregations,  the  officia- 
ting minister  is  required  to  compose  the  prayers  as  well  as  the 
sermon,  his  office  becomes  more  difficult  and  responsible  than 
is  commonly  imagined.  To  introduce  the  right  thoughts  in 
the  right  langnage,  with  due  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  occasion,  requires  qualifications  not  to  be  presumed  in  the 
majority  of  men, — sensibility  and  sympathy,  imagination,  and 
memory,  and  judgment,  with  good  general  powers,  in  nnusnal 
measure  and  combination.  High  excellence  here  demands 
rarer  resources  than  in  preaching.  The  wonder  is  not  that  the 
service  is  so  often  unsatisfactory,  but  that  it  is  no  worse,  espe- 
cially since  candidates  for  the  ministry  seldom  appreciate  its 
importance,  or  approach  it  with  the  requisite  preparation. 

One  principal  consideration  determining  the  nature  of  pub- 
lic worship,  and  therefore  its  proprieties,  is  this,  that  it  is  ad- 
dressed directly  to  God.  He  is  its  object,  and  as  such  is  im- 
mediately contemplated  in  the  act.  It  is  not  so  with  all  duties 
or  good  works,  some  of  them  necessarily  occupying  the  mind  to 
the  present  exclusion  of  thoughts  of  divine  things.  It  is  not 
so  even  with  preaching,  which  therefore  has  other  laws.  To 
say  that  all  actions  ought  to  be  a  kind  of  worship,  is  only  a 
rhetorical  figure  for  setting  forth  the  tribute  He  receives  from 
obedience. 
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This  faet,  of  the  direct  contemplation  of  God  in  proper 
worship,  of  coarse  enjoins  the  obligations  of  sincerity,  puritj, 
lowliness,  and  reverence,  but  these  are  not  now  in  view  so 
much  as  the  claims  of  a  true  propriety.  In  a  service  address- 
ed to  God,  as  all  may  see,  there  is  no  place  for  the  same  collo- 
quial freedom  which  is  allowed  in  conference  with  men.  The 
temper,  the  thought,  the  language,  the  voice,  must  be  affected 
by  thid  difference.  There  cannot  be  the  same  familiarity  at 
the  throne  of  grace  as  in  conversation.  There  can  be  no  de- 
fense for  the  minister  who,  according  to  a  child's  natural,  just 
criticism,  "  prayed  as  if  God  were  his  cousin,"  or  another  who 
conducted  family  worship  in  such  a  manner  that  a  boy  asked, 
"  Does  God  like  such  praying  ?" 

Hence,  too,  prettinesses  of  expression,  polite  phrases,  and 
flourishes  of  rhetoric,  are  out  of  place  in  prayers  and  hymns. 
As  opposed  to  these  things,  simplicity  is  indispensable.  The 
imagination,  however  naturally  fervid,  must  be  chastened  as 
far  as  the  presence  of  God  is  felt.  The  petitioner  must  not  de- 
claim. 

In  the  same  view,  we  object  to  what  is  called  ''  preaching 
prayer,"  which  aims  directly  and  consciously  at  effect  u{:K)n 
the  human  hearers.  The  only  effect  that  ought  to  be  sought 
directly,  is  upon  the  divine  hearer.  It  is  true  that  this  service 
has  a  most  salutary  influence  upon  the  assembly,  yet  such  an 
influence  itself  requires  that  it  he  not  directly  aimed  at,  but 
left  to  flow  from  a  proper  appeal  to  God.  For  the  same 
reason  the  singing  that  is  obviously  designed,  like  an  artistic 
performance,  to  please  the  assembly,  belongs  to  a  musical  con. 
cert  rather  than  to  the  worship  of  God.  la  fine,  the  end  pro- 
posed, both  in  prayers  and  hymns,  is  the  expression  of  devout 
affection ;  and  impression  is  not  a  legitimate  object  except  as  it 
may  be  reached  secondarily  and  incidentally,  which,  indeed,  is 
the  most  effectual  way  of  reaching  it. 

A  second  consideration  is  the  fact  that  the  minister  is  the 
organ  of  the  worshiping  congregation.  He  is  a  priest  in  this 
sense  that  he  represents  them  before  the  divine  throne.  He 
conducts  their  worship.  Hence,  he  says,  "  Let  us  pray  ;"  and 
since  such  a  relation  must  always  be  taken  for  granted,  this 
simple  form  is  better,  because    more  simple,  than  '^  Let  us 
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unite  in  prayer."  So  far,  indeed,  as  the  people  may  act  for 
themselves,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  shoold  be  only  repre- 
sented, and  therefore  congregational  singing,  as  far  as  it  can  be 
had,  answers  more  nearly  than  any  other  to  the  idea  of  public 
worship.  There  is  the  same  argument  for  certain  brief  forms 
of  prayer,  such  as  the  Lord's  prayer,  which  may  be  conven- 
iently uttered  both  by  the  minister  and  the  people.  It  is  as  un- 
reasonable to  exclude  all  [irescribed  forms  among  the  people, 
as  to  exclude  all  extemporaneous  utterance  on  the  part  of  the 
minister.  The  service,  whether  of  the  one  sort  or  the  other,  is 
properly  what  it  is  called  in  the  title  of  the  Episcopal  prayer- 
book,  "  Common  Prayer,"  being  common  in  the  sense  of  the 
phrase,  "  the  common  salvation,"  since  it  purports  to  be  the 
offering  of  the  congregation,  and  not  of  the  minister  alone. 
For  this  reason,  if  we  were  treating  now  of  the  proprieties  of 
the  pews,  we  should  insist  on  the  people  bearing  some  part  in 
all  the  offices  of  worship,  not  only  actively  in  prait^e,  but  at 
least  in  some  posture  of  consent  in  prayer. 

Since  the  minister  stands  in  this  relation,  it  becomes  him, 
moreover,  to  conduct  the  service  as  though  it  were  his  prerog- 
ative, and  were  expected  of  him  in  his  place.  Hence  we  can- 
not like  to  hear  him  say,  "The  choir  will  please  to  sing,"  or 
**  omit  if  you  please,"  or  **  shall  we  sing?"  or  the  like  parlor- 
phraseology,  instead  of,  simply,  as  his  office  authorizes,  '^Let 
US  sing."  Might  he  not  as  properly  say,  "  Shall  we  pray  f" 
or,  "  If  you  please,  let  us  pray  ?"  If  we  mistake  not,  there  is 
in  such  usages  an  indication  of  what  is  still  more  plainly 
shown  in  other  ways,  the  notion  that  singing  is  not  as  strictly 
as  praying  an  act  of  worship. 

But  still  more  we  insist,  that  as  the  organ  of  the  church  the 
minister  must  truly  represent  their  condition,  capacities, 
wants,  and  feelings.  His  confessions,  petitions,  and  thanks- 
givings, must  be  such  as  they  could  utter  with  one  voice,  or  as 
he  can  have  their  sympathy  in  uttering.  Now  it  is  generally 
acknowledged  that  his  use  of  an  unknown  tongue,  speaking 
for  himself,  but  to  them  unintelligibly,  would' violate  this  rule. 
Yet  he  violates  it  no  less  if  for  any  reason  he  is  beyond  or 
above  the  range  of  their  sympathy  in  thonght,  or  feeling,  or 
language.     It  is  for  him  to  lead  them  ;  and,  if  possible,  so  to 
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lead  as  to  allure  and  advance  them  ;  bnt  he  muBt  so  lead  that 
they  can  follow  him,  which  certainly  they  cannot  do  up  and 
down  every  by-way  of  fancy,  or  among  the  pyrotechnics  of 
eccentric  feeling,  or  in  the  rarified  air  of  mysticism.  A  prayer 
may  be  strictly  too  poetical,  in  the  better  sense  of  the  word  i 
and  still  more  unbecoming  is  rhapsody  or  sentimentalism.  It 
has  its  admirers,  yet  they  utterly  mistake  this  canon  of  all 
criticism,  that  the  worship  which  pu  ports  to  come  from  the 
people  must  represent  the  people. 

The  same  rule  may  be  violated  by  a  certain  refined,  elevated 
spirituality.  High  experiences,  like  subtle  speculations,  may 
belong  to  the  minister's  own  exercises,  but  cannot  become  him 
as  the  organ  of  the  church.  His  interior  history,  his  individu- 
al type  of  piety,  may  have  an  interest  as  his  own,  but  what 
have  we  to  do  with  these  when  he  and  they — and  they  through 
him — are  looking  to  Ood  ?  His  idiosyncasy  thus  obtruded  is 
an  impertinence.  Some  would  have  the  min  ster  sunk  in  the 
man :  rather  we  would  sink  the  man  in  the  minister, — not  in 
an  official  personage^  yet  in  the  living  minister,  whenever  he 
represents  the  church,  as  when  !  e  says,  ^'  Let  us  pray." 

In  this  connection  occurs  a  caution  against  the  excessive 
quaintness  or  originality — it  will  be  called  the  one  or  the 
other  as  it  is  disliked  or  relished — whether  in  thought  or 
language,  which  continually  startles  the  worshipers.  Two  de- 
vout  and  cultivated  persons  were  conversing  on  this  general 
subject,  the  one  a  Baptist,  the  other  an  Episcopalian,  and 
while  the  first  complained  that  where  prescribed  forms  were 
used  he  always  knew  what  was  coming  next,  the  otiier 
complained  that  without  them  he  never  knew  what  was  com- 
ing next.  Either  of  the  two  contrary  extremes  thus  described 
in  the  condition  of  the  worshipers  may  impair  the  efiect.  Ex- 
tempore prayer,  which  we  have  now  in  view,  may  the  less  exr 
pose  them  to  inattention  through  familiarity,  yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  may  be  of  such  a  sort  as  to  surprise,  or  even  be^ 
wilder  or  perplex  them,  so  far  as  not  the  less  to  defeat  its 
proper  end,  and  this  the  more  by  reason  of  its  ill-directed  in- 
tellectual activity.  Whatever  other  merits  it  may  have,  it 
must  fail  as  public  prayer  if  it  cannot  represent  and  lead  their 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


294  The  ProjnieUes  of  the  Pulpit.  [April, 

devotiors,  if  it  moves  them  rather  to  wonder  than  to  praj, 
rather  to  study  the  minister  than  to  worship  God. 

For  the  same  reason  there  should  be  in  his  dress  and  man- 
ners as  little  as  possible  to  attract  attention  to  his  individnality. 
With  this  view  we  might  concede  some  advantage  in  a  simple 
garb,  common  to  his  class,  though  it  is  sometimes  complained 
of  for  this  very  reason  ;  since  it  may  be  suitable  to  the  sacred- 
ness  of  his  function,  by  hiding  personal  diversities  among 
those  who  agree  in  that  function  if  in  nothing  else,  and  hence 
diverting  attention  from  himself.  At  any  rate,  eccentricity  of 
personal  appearance,  however  it  may  stimulate  curiosity, 
diverts  the  minds  of  the  worshipers  from  the  very  office  which 
brings  him  at  once  nearest  to  them  and  to  his  master.  It  has 
been  well  said,  that  in  preaching  a  man  should  hide  himself 
behind  the  cross :  no  less  in  conducting  public  prayer  he  should 
hide  himself  at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

We  might  add  another  consideration :  public  worship  is  a 
stated,  frequent  service.  Hence  it  will  naturally  be  marked 
with  a  certain  equablenesss  and  self-possession  which  might 
not  be  expected  of  extraordinary  occasions.  To  attempt  to 
carry  it  forward  in  the  manner  of  a  specialty,  or  sensation- 
ally, HS  if  it  were  a  camp-meeting  or  a  Pentecostal  festival,  is 
foreign  and  uncongenial.  The  incidents  of  novelty,  fresh  ex- 
citement, surprise,  and  picturesqueness,  do  not  give  character 
to  common,  social  life,  and  public  worship  is  the  common, 
social  life  of  the  church.  Nor  will  they  fail,  if  imported  into 
it,  to  impair  in  the  long  run  the  interest  they  were  expected 
to  enhance. 

In  a  similar  way  we  might  reason  from  the  natural  associa- 
tions with  which  the  minister's  function  and  surroundings  are 
invested,  that  they  impose  laws  of  propriety  which  may  not 
lightly  be  set  aside.  But  we  have  gone  far  enough  to  indicate 
at  least  the  method  for  just  criticism  on  this  subject.  It  should 
be  the  concern  of  every  minister,  by  the  decency  and  order  of 
his  public  services,  as  well  as  in  his  doctrine  and  life,  to  com- 
mend himself  first  indeed  to  his  Master,  but  for  that  end  to  the 
judgments  also  of  thoughtful,  cultivated,  Christian  worshipers. 
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Article  VH— THE  NEW  CRITICISM. 

Within  the  present  centnry,  there  has  come  into  being  a  de- 
scription of  criticism  which  is  familiarly  designated  as  the 
historical  or  philosophical  criticism.  Onr  libraries  and  book- 
shops are  fnrnished  with  many  books  which  are  made  np 
of  criticisms  of  other  books.  Not  only  is  there  a  countless 
number  of  essays  devoted  to,  the  criticism  and  interpretation 
of  single  authors  and  even  of  single  works,  but  whole  volumes 
are  occupied  with  the  illustration  of  great  authors  or  some  one 
of  their  works.  We  have  more  than  one  series  of  essays,  and 
even  whole  libraries,  devoted  to  critiques  upon  single  writers,  as 
Homer,  Goethe,  and  Shakespeare.  Active  controversies  have 
arisen  between  the  partisans  of  opposing  theories.  Indeed, 
critiques  and  counter  critiques  ^re  so  abundant,  that  it  almost 
seems  as  though  this  was  the  age  of  nothing  but  criticism, 
and  literature  were  nothing  if  not  critical.  In  other  words 
there  now  exists  a  special  department  of  literature  which  is 
employed  in  the  interpretation  and  judgment  of  literature  itself. 
It  has  enlisted  the  services  of  many  of  the  ablest  writers  of 
their  time,  some  of  whom  have  not  only  been  distinguished  as 
critics  of  the  productions  of  men  of  surpassing  genius,  but 
have  also  themselves  been  known  as  the  foremost  writers  of 
their  generation.  We  need  name  only  Goethe^  the  Schlegds^ 
Coleridge^  Wordsworth^  Mad,  de  Stad^  St.  Beuve^  WUsoriy  and 
Matthew  Arnold.  Criticism  itself  has  become  a  department 
of  literature,  and  is  justified  in  its  claims  by  being  also  histor. 
ical,  philosophical,  and  almost  creative  of  itself. 

This  new  criticism,  in  the  eminent  sense  of  the  phrase,  may 
be  said  to  be  of  German  origin,  though  it  has  attained  a  vigo- 
rous growth  on  English  soiL  That  it  should  first  have  taken 
form  in  Germany  was  natural.  It  is  the  natural  outgrowth  of 
extensive  reading,  joined  with  an  appreciative  iifiagination 
and  reflective  sagacity.  Irmust  necessarily  have  been  some- 
what late  in  its  development.  As  men  roust  act  poems  before 
they  write  them, — as  one  or  many  must  act  the  hero,  before 
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othere  can  recount  his  exploits  or  celebrate  his  praises,  so  lite- 
rature must  be  created  before  it  can  be  criticised.  There  must 
be  brought  into  being  a  considerable  number  of  productions, 
in  the  forms  of  poetry,  fiction,  the  drama,  history,  biography, 
and  eloquence,  before  the  materials  are  prepared  with  which 
the  critic  can  begin.  When  we  assert  that  the  species  of  crit- 
icism which  we  have  in  mind  is  comparatively  of  recent  originy 
we  do  not  say  that  criticism  of  every  kind  is  recent  in  its 
growth,  nor  indeed  that  before  the  present  century  there  were 
no  profound  and  genial  critics,  who  took  hist(»ic  and  philo- 
sophical estimates  of  the  great  writers  who  had  gone  before 
them,  but  only  that  criticism  as  it  now  exists  has  come  into 
o**ganized  being,  with  distinctly  recognised  functions  and  fixed 
principles  and  laws  for  its  direction.  Dryden  and  Johnson 
were  both  penetrating,  and  to  a  certain  degree  large-minded 
critics,  but  neither  Dryden  nor  Johnson  rose  above  very  nar- 
row traditions,  or  personal  prejudices.  We  speak  of  the  old 
and  the  new  generally  when  we  say,  that  formerly,  criticisin 
confined  itself  almost  exclusively  to  the  form  of  literature,  as 
the  choice  of  words,  the  rhythm  of  verse,  the  proportion  of 
parts,  the  order  of  development,  the  efiTectiveneee  of  the  intro 
duction,  the  argument,  and  the  peroration,  and  these,  with  the 
illustration  and  explanation  of  the  meaning  of  a  work  or  a 
writer,  constituted  its  entire  aim.  Now,  while  it  does  not  neg- 
lect the  form,  it  thinks  more  of  the  matter,  L  e.  the  weighti 
ness  and  truth  of  the  thoughts,  the  energy  and  noblenesi 
of  the  sentiments,  the  splendor  and  power  of  the  imagery, 
and  the  heroic  manhood  or  the  refined  womanhood  of  the 
writer  as  expressed  in  his  or  her  works.  Formerly  it  judged  of 
the  form  by  the  fashion  of  the  day  in  respect  of  style  and  dic- 
tion, and  pronounced  everything  barbarous  which  was  not  after 
the  newest  type,  very  much  as  the  dress  or  hat  which  are  most 
becoming  in  themselves  are  declared  to  be  dowdy  and  fright- 
ful,  if  worn  a  year  or  a  season  too  early  or  too  late.  Now  the 
form  is  regarded  as  that  which  in  some  respects  must  be  trao- 
sient  and  changeable,  according  to  the  shaping  power  of  the 
matter  itself,  the  temper  of  the  writer,  and  the  temper  of  the 
times  in  which  he  lived  and  for  which  he  wrote.  Formerly 
the  critic  was  regarded  by  others  and  too  often  regarded  him* 
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self  as  the  natural  eneray  of  the  author.  Now  it  is  exacted 
of  him  that  he  should  be  the  expounder  of  the  anthor^s  thoughts 
and  the  sharer  of  his  feelings ;  that  he  should  almost  see 
with  his  eyes,  hear  with  his  ears,  and  judge  with  his  mind. 
But  this  estimate  of  the  characteristic  features  of  the  new  crltr 
icism  is  general  and  superficial.  A  closer  and  more  careful 
examination,  gives  the  following  results: 

First:  the  new  criticism  starts  with  a  more  enlarged  and 
profound  conception  of  literature  itself.  The  word  literature, 
etymologically  considered,  is  necessarily  somewhat  loose  and 
general  in  its  import,  signifying  whatever  is  committed  to  a 
permanent  form  by  writing.  When  this  import  is  somewl  at 
narrowed,  it  signifies  whatever  survives  a  merely  ephemeral 
existence,  and  attracts  the  notice  of  a  second  generation.  In 
this  sense,  any  book  or  tract  would  come  under  this  designa- 
tion, which  is  worth  retaining  in  a  library,  or  which  happens 
to  be  so  preserved.  With  the  older  critics,  literature  included 
only  those  works  which  were  eminent  and  attractive  from  per- 
fection in  style,  beauty,  and  fitness  of  imagery,  or  elevation  of 
sentiment ;  those  being  preeminent  which  combined  all  these 
excellencies  in  one.  By  a  practice  that  was  almost  universal, 
the  word  was  restricted  to  those  works  whose  prime  object  was 
to  address  the  imagination  or  to  please  the  taste.  Under  this 
usage  literature  was  confined  to  poetry,  fiction,  and  the  drama, 
alsoto  various  lighter  efi'usions,  which  had  the  common  charac- 
teristic of  being  designed  to  amuse  rather  than  instruct,  to  grat- 
ify some  sesthetic  interest  rather  than  to  convince  or  to  arouse 
to  action.  If  a  work  had  any  higher  end  than  these,  it  was 
by  general  consent  excluded  from  literature  and  deemed  un- 
worthy of  the  notice  of  the  critic,  as  it  was  exempt  from  his 
censure.  The  poetry  of  Milton  was  literature,  but  his  Areopa^ 
tica  with  its  magnificent  prose,Mid  his  Defeneio  Popvli  AngU- 
cani^  were  not,  because  they  were  political  tracts.  The  poems 
of  Donne  and  Cowley  were  literature,  but  the  sermons  oi  Jer- 
emy Taylor^  though  luxuriant  with  the  wealth  of  an  oriental 
imagination,  were  not  literature,  because  they  were  composed 
with  an  earnest  Christian  purpose.  A  work  profound  in 
thought,  if  it  was  designed  to  convince  of  truth  ;  impassioned 
in  eloquence,  if  it  was  written  to  persuade ;  bright  with  humor, 
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if  it  was  intended  for  practical  effect ;  was  excluded  from  the 
roll  of  the  literature  of  the  period,  as  too  severe  and  earnest, 
however  finished  it  might  be  in  stvle,  rich  in  imagery,  or  ele- 
vated in  sentiment.  A  conception  of  literature  so  narrow 
must,  of  necessity,  be  belittling  and  trivial  to  author  and  critic. 
It  could  not  but  make  the  writer  trifling  and  heartless,  and  his 
censor  fastidious  and  flippant. 

Now-a-days  literature  is  restricted  within  no  such  narrow 
limits,  and,  as  tlie  result,  both  literature  and  criticism  have 
been  elevated.  While  it  is  required  that  every  work  which 
aspires  to  be  called  a  work  of  literature  should  have  a  certain 
perfection  of  finish  and  of  form,  none  are  excluded  by  reason 
of  their  solidity  of  matter,  or  earnestness  of  aim.  A  history 
or  a  sermon,  an  oration  or  a  political  tract,  even  a  scientific 
essay,  if  excellent  in  method  and  style,  in  eloquence  and  im- 
agery, takes  the  place  as  a  contribution  to  the  literature  of  a 
period  or  of  a  nation,  to  which  its  merits  entitle  it.  As  a  con- 
sequence, the  conception  of  literature  itself  is  greatly  elevated 
and  ennobled.  Instead  of  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  acces- 
sories of  culture  and  luxury,  it  is  viewed  as  the  best  and  noblest 
expression  of  the  best  powers  of  the  ablest  men  of  an  age. 
Instead  of  being  judged  by  the  mere  accidents  of  form,  and 
according  to  the  capriciousness  of  a  changing  taste,  it  is  both 
studied  and  tested  according  to  its  perfect  ideal.    It  follows, — 

Second  :  that  while  the  older  was  narrow  and  conventional 
in  its  standards,  the  new  criticism  is  catholic  and  liberal  in  its 
spirit.  The  tendency  of  the  earlier  criticism  was  to  set  up  a 
single  author  who  was  supposed  to  be  nearest  the  ideal  perfec- 
tion, as  the  standard  by  which  to  try  every  other.  Every  other 
author,  and  the  literature  of  every  other  period,  were  measured 
by  him  and  the  literature  of  which  he  set  the  fashion.  Thus, 
in  the  days  of  Queen  Anne,  Dryden,  Addison,  and  Swift  were 
the  ne  plus  uUra  of  actual  and  almost  possible  perfection,  A 
generation  later,  Johnson  and  his  imitators  imposed,  if  they 
did  not  constitute,  the  rule  of  measurement.  Tlie  earlier  and 
nobler  writers  of  the  days  of  Elizabeth  and  James  were  either 
depreciated  for  their  latinised  and  lumbering  sentences,  or 
counted  half  barbarians  for  that  individual  freedom  which  con- 
stituted their  real  strength  and  glory. 
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In  a  generation  ^till  later,  literature  was  still  more  or  lees  con- 
ventional, becanse  criticism  kept  it  in  bonds  to  the  factitious 
standards  which  were  derived  from  Addison,  Pope,  and  John- 
son; inconsistent  with  one  another,  as  were  the  examples  and 
the  teachings  of  the  masters  from  which  she  received  her  laws. 
In  vain  did  Thomson  give  range  to  the  impulses  of  his  creative 
imagination,  and  Cowper  plead  the  exemption  from  rule  of  one 
who  claimed  to  be  a  rhymester  and  did  not  aspire  to  be  called 
a  poet.  In  vain  did  Burke  give  vent  to  the  eloquence  and 
imagery  which  his  fiery  imagination  could  not  restrain,  and 
Scott  follow  the  bent  of  a  romantic  spirit  which  was  im- 
breathed  from  his  infancy.  Criticism  was  still  inexorable,  till 
the  more  catholic  spirit  of  Coleridge,  Wordsworth,  and  others 
whom  they  incited  and  inspired,  awakened  the  English  mind 
to  the  personal  and  admiring  study  of  the  older  writers,  and 
encouraged  the  young  litercUeurs  to  dare  to  use  all  the  resour- 
ces of  their  own  language  with  the  freedom  of  the  elder  days, 
and  to  give  utterance  to  their  thoughts  in  a  more  copious  and 
uutrammeled  diction.  The  cumbrous  phraseology  of  the  old 
writers,  their  involved  sentences,  their  learned  pedantry,  their 
disregard  of  neatness,  directness,  simplicity,  and  taste,  had  pre- 
viously made  them  outcasts  from  polite  society,  or  if  they  were 
admitted  it  was  to  be  wondered  at  rather  than  to  be  admired 
on  account  of  "  the  barbaric  pearl  and  gold  "  with  which  they 
were  so  richly  clad,  albeit  the  ornaments  were  uncouth  and 
the  garments  were  misshapen.  But  now  these  defects  are  little 
thought  of  in  comparison  with  the  greater  copiousness  and  va- 
riety of  their  diction,  the  individuality  impressed  upon  their 
style,  and  the  shaping  of  the  diction  to  the  thought  and  feeling 
of  the  writer.  To  the  victory,  thus  achieved  by  this  more 
catholic  criticism,  do  we  owe  it,  that,  in  the  last  two  generations, 
the  range  of  thought  in  our  leading  writers  has  been  so  greatly 
enlarged,  the  depth  of  their  researches  has  been  proportion- 
ately increased,  their  philosophy  has  been  more  profound,  their 
strength  and  intensity  of  emotion  have  been  augmented,  their 
imaginative  power  has  been  more  unrestrained  and  more  ere 
ative,  and  their  diction  has  been  more  varied  and  powerful. 

The  modern  criticism  has  not  only  been  more  catholic  in  its 
tastes  and  judgments  of  native  literature,  but  also  in  its  capa- 
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city  to  judge  fairly  and  to  appreciate  adequately  the  literature 
of  other  countriee  and  of  remote  ages.  In  tliis  respect  the  ear- 
lier criticism  was  eminently  bigoted  and  narrow.  Looking  upon 
its  own  narrow  domain  as  the  celestial  empire  and  the  flowery 
land,  it  regarded  all  foreign  writers  as  in  a  certain  sense  out- 
side barbarians,  who  migiit  indeed  be  worthy  of  consideration 
for  certain  excellencies  of  style  or  imagery,  or  for  the  purposes 
of  grammar  and  philology,  but  were  thought  to  have  no  special 
claim  to  attention  as  varied  expressions  of  that  common  human 
life  which  makes  the  whole  world  kin.  The  new  criticism,  in 
rising  above  such  narrow  prejudices,  has  not  only  done  justice 
to  its  neighbor,  but  it  has  gained  more  than  an  equivalent  for 
itself — reaping  the  double  benison  of  charity,  which  always 
blesses  him  that  gives  as  well  as  him  that  takes.  In  this,  it 
has  sympathized  with  the  general  movement  of  our  times. 
While  many  of  the  sciences,  both  physical  and  humanistic, 
have  become  liberal  by  becoming  comparative^  as  anatomy, 
physiology,  and  theology ;  criticism  has  also  learned  to  com- 
pare the  literatures  of  different  ages  and  different  nations,  and 
to  estimate  them  by  certain  fundamental  principles.  Critics 
now  bring  to  the  same  bar  of  judgment  Goethe,  Shakespeare 
and  Moli^re,  and  try  them  all  in  respect  of  their  common 
adaptation  to  express  and  please  the  same  human  nature.  Crit- 
icism concludes  its  examination  and  allots  its  sentences  without 
respect  of  persons.  What  is  different  in  each  writer,  in  language 
or  nationality,  serves  to  set  in  bolder  relief  what  is  common  ; 
and  the  various  methods  by  which  writers  of  different  countries 
accomplish  the  same  effect,  impress  the  reader  with  the  varied 
resources  of  human  genius.  National  peculiarities,  whether 
of  matter  or  form,  are  relished  with  a  special  zest,  and  the 
reader^s  attention  is  quickened  as  he  turns  from  one  to  the 
other  with  a  freshened  interest. 

This  leads  us  to  observe, — 

Third :  The  new  criticism  is  more phUoeaphical  than  the  old 
in  its  methods,  and  is  therefore  more  just  in  its  conclusions. 
Indeed  it  calls  itself,  by  eminence,  philoeaphical  criticism. 
This  claim  is  not  extravagant,  if  the  criticism  be  at  once  really 
elevated  and  catholic,  inasmuch  as  these  terms  are  almost  in- 
terchangable  with  profound  and  comprehensive.    In  aspiring 
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to  be  philosophical,  it  seeks  to  find  those  principles  which  ex- 
plain and  jnstity  everything  that  is  excellent,  and  to  expose 
and  reject  everything  that  is  defective  or  bad.     In  respect  of 
style  or  diction,  it  seeks  for  the  permanent  and  common  char- 
acteristics of  good  writing,  in  those  endless  and  manifold  pecul- 
iarities of  an  individual  writer,  which  spring  from  the  constraints 
of  language,  from  the  genins  of  his  nation,  from  the  temper 
and  cnltnre  of  his  period,  and  from  his  own  individual  habits 
or  circumstances.  In  respect  of  thought,  it  measures  each  writer 
by  the  circumstances  of  his  people  and  his  time,  as  well  as  by 
the  special  aim  which  he  has  in  view,  and  the  capacity  or  at- 
tainments which  the  workings  of  his  imagination  may  have 
made.    In  respect  to  the  past  it  judges  his  genius  by  all  the 
local  and  temporary  influences,  as  well  as  by  its  acceptableness 
to  the  private  taste  of  the  critic  or  the  community  with  whom 
he  sympathizes.     It  does  not  try  Goethe  by  Moli^re,  or  either 
by  gShakespeare,  or  each  and  all  by  a  living  English  dramatist 
or  poet,  but  according  to  a  just  standard  for  each.     It  does  not 
claim  from  Auerbach  and  Freitag,  what  it  exacts  from  George 
Eliot  and  Anthony  TroUope.    In  the  same  way,  among  English 
writers,  it  does  not  measure  Scott  by  Dickens  or  Dickens  by 
Thackeray,  or  Thackeray  by  George  Eliot,  or  George  Eliot  by 
Hawthorne.     It  does  not  test  the  subjective  Tennyson  by  the 
objective  William  Morris,  nor  Robert  Browning  by  the  simple 
William   Barnes,  of  Dorsetshire,  nor  the  Spanish  Gypsey  by 
the  Ring  and  the  Book,  nor  Whittier  by  Longfellow.     It  finds 
what  is  good  in  each,  and  judges  the  good  of  each,  by  the 
individuality  of  the  author,  the  ends  for  which  he  writes,  the 
audience  to  whom  he  writes,  the  times  in  which  he  writes,  and 
the  language  through  which  he  writes,  as  well  as  the  people 
whose  genius  inspires  what  he  writes.     While  it  receives,  as 
the  rule  of  its  judgments,  the  nature  of  man,  it  recognizes  the. 
truth  that  this  nature  exists  and  manifests  itself  under  an  in- 
definite variety  of  conditions,  without  ceasing  to  be  the  same. 
We  add  next,  and — 

Fourth :  that  this  criticism,  in  being  m^re  just,  is  necessarily 
more  genefrou%  and  gemal.  It  cannot  well  be  otherwise.  For 
its  cardinal  maxim  is,  the  critic  cannot  be  just  to  an  author 
unless  he  puts  himself  in  the  author's  place.  Its  comprehen- 
sive rule  is,  if  you  would  understand  an  author's  meaning  you 
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must  learn  to  think  as  the  anther  thinks,  to  feel  as  he  feels,  to 
look  at  nature  and  man  through  his  eyes,  to  respond  to  both 
with  his  soul,  to  estimate  his  audience  as  he  knew  them,  to 
measure  the  instruments  of  language  and  imagery  which  he 
Iiad  at  command,  in  their  several  limitations,  as  well  as  their  ca- 
pacities. You  must  do  all  these  things  before  you  can  even  be- 
gin to  judge  him.  This  is  only  a  special  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple which  is  expressed  in  the  golden  rule,  "  Whatsoever 
ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them." 
In  putting  in  practice  this  rule  of  simple  justice  to  any  author 
who  deserves  our  attentive  study,  there  is  wakened  toward  him 
an  appreciative  sympathy.  It  is  only  by  seeking  fairly  and 
fully  to  understand  a  writer,  that  we  are  enabled  to  enter  fully 
into  his  feelings,  to  catch  his  spirit,  and  to  estimate  his  reasonings 
if  we  are  not  convinced  of  their  conclusiveness.  So  complete, 
at  times,  is  this  sympathy  with  a  writer  whom  we  desire  to 
understand,  that  as  we  give  ourselves  up  to  his  influence,  we 
seem  to  be  his  other  self;  we  seem  with  him  to  compose  a 
second  time  what  he  has  already  created  for  us,  and,  borne  on 
the  rushing  stream  of  his  thick  coming  fancies,  to  revel  in  the 
joy  of  exercising  the  gift  which  we  dream  we  have  newly  ac- 
quired. Criticism  thus  applied  wakens  enthusiasm  rather  than 
represses  it.  It  teaches  us  to  look  for  excellences  rather  than 
to  search  for  defects — and  when  it  enables  us  to  find  them,  it 
prompts  to  our  unrepressed  enjoyment  of  them ;  it  wakens  in 
the  mind  a  generous,  because  an  intelligent  delight  in  the  bean- 
ties  it  reveals, — it  bids  the  reader  be  lenient  to  inadverten- 
cies and  defects  in  a  writer  of  positive  merit,  because  it  teaches 
him  how  they  are  to  bo  accounted  for. 

Fifth  :  The  philosophic  critic,  in  the  very  best  sense  of  the 
term,  interprets  the  author  to  the  reader.  Thomas  Carlyle 
says,  in  his  peculiar  way,  of  Heyne,  the  editor  of  Virgil,  "I 
can  remember  it  was  quite  a  revolution  in  my  mind  when  I 
got  hold  of  that  man's  book  on  Virgil.  I  found  that  for  the 
first  time  I  had  understood  him — that  he  had  introduced  me 
for  the  first  time  into  an  insight  of  Koman  life,  and  pointed 
out  the  circumstances  in  which  the  poems  were  written — and 
here  was  interpretation."  This  is  indeed  interpretation,  and 
such  interpretation  is  needed  in  a  far  wider  and  deeper  sense 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  The  S'&u)  Cfriticism,  303 

than  is  commonly  appreciated,  and  of  a  mnltitude  of  authors 
whose  meaning  seems  obvious  to  a  man  of  common  under- 
standing, while  yet  it  may  be  imperfectly  understood.  What 
Carlyle  calls  the  circumstances  in  which  a  work  was  written, 
are  very  comprehensive  in  their  significance.  They  include 
almost  everything  which  may  be  known  about  an  author ;  not 
the  accidents  of  his  external  life — the  day  of  his  birth  and 
death,  the  time  when  he  lived  or  died, — but  the  sort  of  a  man 
he  was  in  character  and  the  sort  of  people  with  whom  he  had 
to  do ;  and  this,  not  so  much  in  their  manners  and  habits  as  in 
their  conception  of  life,  their  moving  principles,  including 
their  prejudices  and  superstitions — what  they  were  willing  to 
fight  for  and  die  for,  what  they  loved  most  heartily  and  hated 
most  bitterly ;  how  they  kept  their  holidays,  how  tbey  spent 
their  work-days,  and  all  else  that  may  give  a  complete  picture  of 
the  life  out  of  which  sprung  the  poems  or  sermons  or  tracts 
which  the  writer  composed,  and  for  which  he  wrote  them, 
Matthew  Arnold  says,  very  pertinently,  that  **  creative  literary 
genius  does  not  principally  show  itself  in  discovering  new 
ideas,  '  but '  its  gift  lies  in  the  faculty  of  being  happily  in- 
spired by  a  certain  intellectual  and  spiritual  atmosphere,  which 
finds  itself  in  them."  "  This  is  the  reason  why  creative  epochs 
in  literature  are  so  rare,"  "  because,  for  the  creation  of  a  master- 
work  of  literature,  two  powers  must  concur,  the  power  of  the 
moment  and  the  power  of  the  man,  and  the  man  is  not  enough 
without  the  moment."  To  understand  the  atmosphere  on  which 
a  great  writer  depended  for  the  development  of  his  genius,  is 
not  always  easy.  It  requires  much  study  and  sagacity  to  find 
it  out,  much  honesty  and  zeal  to  appreciate  it,  and  often  great 
skill  to  represent  it  for  the  ready  apprehension  of  another. 
This  is  the  reason  why  the  greatest  gifts  of  genius  can  be  so 
severely  tasked  as  well  as  worthily  employed  in  this  service  of 
interpretation,  and  also  why  when  this  service  is  successfully 
performed,  it  invests  the  author  with  a  manifold  greater  interest 
to  the  reader,  and  binds  him  to  his  interpreter  by  heavy  obli- 
gations. 

There  is  also  another  sense,  perhaps  a  higher,  in  which  the 
critic  interprets  his  author,  especially  if  he  be  a  great  dramatic 
writer,  who  must  outline  his  characters  by  a  few  bold  and  mas- 
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terly  etrokee,  and  manifest  their  inner  life  by  means  of  a  few 
significant  words  and  actions.  The  reader,  without  the  aid  of 
the  critic,  may  be  astonished  by  bold  deeds  and  be  excited  by 
passionate  words,  and  yet  be  unable  except  with  this  aid  to 
penetrate  their  significance  or  to  fill  out  what  the  poet  has  only 
suggested.  We  select  Hamlet  as  a  striking  example  of  what  we 
mean.  As  we  study  this  character,  we  say  at  once  some  age 
and  thought  are  required  to  excite  an  interest  in  its  obyions 
aspects  and  import.  Let  us  concede  liowever  that  it  is  scarcely 
possible  for  an  intelligent  person  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  the 
unlucky  prince,  without  feeling  a  saddened  sympathy  stealing 
over  his  soul,  at  the  same  time  that  he  is  more  and  more  perplex- 
ed by  the  enigmatical  character  of  much  that  lie  says  and  does. 
But  let  such  a  man  meet  the  brief  delineation  of  Hamlet  which 
Goethe  has  given  in  two  or  three  pages  of  Wilhelm  Meister, 
and  return  to  the  play ;  he  will  find  it  invested  with  a  new 
interest,  as  well  as  enriched  with  a  deeper  significance.  K  we 
suppose  Goethe's  conception  of  Hamlet  to  be  correct,  it  sends 
light  through  the  whole  of  the  play  and  gives  significance  to 
incidents  and  sayings  that  would  otherwise  be  unintelligible, 
if  not  offensive.  The  difficulty  in  fully  understanding  Hamlet 
without  such  a  guide  is,  in  part,  as  we  have  already  intimated, 
that  his  character  is  rather  sketched  than  completed — that  it 
is  suggested  rather  than  developed;  and  also  that  many 
readers  lack  the  experience  of  human  life,  and  the  sagacity  to 
interpret  what  they  observe,  which  are  requisite  to  compre- 
hend a  character  so  complicated  and  strange.  Goethe  inter- 
prets Hamlet  when  he  teaches  the  reader  to  imagine  some  one 
of  his  own  circle  who  has  had  an  experience  similar  to  his, 
and  to  conceive  what  would  be  his  conflicting  emotions,  under 
a  calamity  so  sudden  and  so  sad.  He  goes  even  further  and 
teaches  us  to  understand  the  almost  superhuman  sagacity  of 
the  poet  in  making  a  word  or  an  act,  perhaps  of  irony  or  bitter 
Booru,  to  be  so  weiglity  with  significance.  For  Goethe  to  have 
interpreted  Hamlet  may  not  be  so  signal  a  proof  of  genius  as 
it  was  for  Shakespeare  to  create  him,  but  no  man  who  could  not 
also  create  could  have  interpreted  the  character  so  well,  if  he 
could  have  interpreted  it  at  all.  The  acceptable  service  which 
Goethe  has  rendered  to  the  readers  of  the  great  Dramatist  it 
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one  of  the  moet  important  which  modern  criticism  has  achiev- 
ed. While  it  illustrates  the  need  which  the  reader  may  feel  of 
the  critic's  assistance,  it  exalts  the  service  to  which  the  critic 
is  called.  What  Goethe  did  for  Hamlet,  has  been  done  by 
other  critics  for  manj  of  the  other  characters  of  Shakspeare. 
We  know  it  is  often  said  that  some  of  the  ablest  of  Shakespeare's 
critics  have  found  morj  in  many  of  his  characters  than  ever 
Shakspeare  dreamed,  and  that  bj  the  extravagance  of  their 
fancies  and  the  boldness  of  their  saggestions,  they  have  buried 
out  of  sight  the  originals  which  Shakespeare  conceived.  This 
may  be  conceded,  and  the  fact  still  be  unquestioned  that  even 
where  critics  err  by  overdoing,  they  stimulate  to  healthful  in- 
quiry and  to  wakeful  earnestness.  Certainly,  the  modern  world 
would  lose  much  of  stimulating  and  instructive  reading,  if  it 
should  lose  what  Coleridge,  and  Hazlitt,and  Mrs.  Jameson,  what 
TJlrici,  Schlegel,  and  Gervinus,  what  Henry  Eeed,  Hudson, 
and  Grant  White  have  written  upon  the  great  English  Drama- 
tist. 

If  the  gifted  critic  sometimes  errs  or  overdoes  by  substituting 
his  own  fancies  for  the  thoughts  of  his  author,  he  more  than 
compensates  for  this,  by  making  the  suggestions  of  the  author 
a  text  for  brilliant  thoughts  of  his  own.  As  there  is  nothing 
more  stimulating  to  a  man  of  genius  than  the  works  of  an- 
other man  of  genius,  so  it  should  not  be  surprising  that  the 
criticisms  of  snch  writers  as  Coleridge,  Goethe,  and  St.  Beuve, 
npon  a  great  writer,  may  contain  the  most  valuable  and  inspiring 
original  contributions.  The  thoughts  need  be  none  the  less 
original  because  they  are  excited  by  the  thoughts  of  another, 
any  more  than  the  thoughts  of  two  persons  who  are  brilliant 
in  conversation,  are  less  original  or  less  weighty  because  the 
one  stimulates  or  arouses  the  other.  Often,  when  the  critic  meets 
his  author,  the  encounter  may  not  be  unlike  that  which  the  witty 
ThomasFuUer  records  of  Shakespeare  and  Ben  Jonson,  in  the 
words  which,  though  familiar,  will  bear  repeating :  ^'  Many 
were  the  wit-combats  between  him  and  Ben  Jonson,  which 
two  I  beheld  like  a  Spanish  great  galleon  and  an  English  man- 
of-war.  Master  Jonson,  like  the  former,  was  built  far  higher 
in  learning ;  solid  but  slow  in  his  performances.  Shakespeare, 
like  an  English  man-of-war,  lesser  in  bulk,  but  lighter  in  sail- 
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ing,  could  tnrn  with  all  tides,  and  take  advantage  of  all  winds, 
by  the  quiikness  of  his  wit  and  invention." 

Sixth  :  Philosophical  criticism  not  only  interprets  an  author 
by  means  of  his  times,  hut  it  interprets  the  times  of  an  author 
ly  means  of  his  writings.  In  other  words,  modern  criticism 
is  a  most  Important  adjunct  to  history,  and  for  that  reason  em- 
inently deserves  to  be  called  historical  criticism.  Not  otily 
mv^t  we  know  something  of  the  history  of  an  author's  sur- 
roundings,— his  atmosphere,  as  Matthew  Arnold  calls  them, — 
in  order  to  fully  or  more  justly  appreciate  either  the  man  or 
his  works,  but  we  can  also  learn  very  much  of  these  surround- 
ings by  means  of  his  writings.  The  literature  of  a  period  is 
one  of  the  most  important  adjuncts  to  the  study  of  its  history. 
It  supplies  certain  descriptions  of  information  which  no  other 
sources  of  knowledge  can  yield.  It  stamps  and  fixes  impres- 
sions  of  much  besides,  such  as  no  secondBry  or  indirect  infor- 
mation can  possibly  imprint,  giving  those  vivid  and  life-like 
images  of  the  men  and  scenes  of  the  past  which  are  the  best 
substitutes  for  having  actually  lived  among  them.  The  Odys- 
sey of  Homer  is  a  fresh  and  detailed  picture  of  the  Greek  life 
in  its  golden  age.  As  we  follow  the  story  of  the  wanderings 
of  its  hero,  we  see  and  feel  how  the  Greeks  must  have  lived  in 
the  times  when  Homer  actually  wrote, — what  they  thought, 
how  they  felt,  how  they  furnished  their  houses,  how  they  sup- 
plied their  tables,  how  they  entertained  their  guests,  how  they 
regarded  their  wives  and  children,  and  in  what  esteem  they 
held  their  horses  and  dogs.  We  learn  with  what  thoughts 
they  looked  up  to  the  stars,  with  what  longing  and  admiring 
eyes  they  looked  out  on  the  neighboring  azure  sea  as  it  lay 
along  their  sharp  horizon,  ever  glittering  with  its  rippling  laugh- 
ter, and  with  what  a  shuddering  awe  they  thought  of  the  mys- 
terious and  unexplored  ocean  which  extended  beyond,  how  far 
and  whither  they  knew  not.  We  are  made  to  know  how  the 
Greeks  viewed  the  present  life  in  its  wealth  and  friendship,  its 
prizes  and  honors,  its  love  of  country  and  of  glory,  its  com- 
forts of  home  and  its  delights  of  love,  and  how  they  sought  to 
penetrate  into  the  life  unseen,  filling  it  with  the  shapes  ot 
beauty  and  of  terror  with  which  their  brilliant  mythology  also 
peopled  the  earth  and  the  air.    We  visit  Greece  with  longing 
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expectations.  We  rejoice  in  its  transparent  atmosphere  and 
delight  in  its  beautiful  islands  and  its  aznre  sea.  We  admire 
the  few  remnants  of  its  temples  and  shrines.  But  we  are 
appalled  at  the  misery  and  degradation  of  its  present  inhabi- 
tants, we  cannot  find  the  lively  and  polished  Greek  whom  we 
look  for  among  the  loungers  in  the  market  places  of  Athens  or 
the  attendants  upon  its  university.  We  can  only  find  him  as 
we  study  the  comedies  of  Aristophanes.  We  look  for  Socrates 
in  the  scanty  and  starveling  groves  which  we  fancy  may  be 
haunted  by  his  shade,  but  we  can  only  find  him  where  we  find 
Alcibiades  and  Plato,  in  the  dialogues  written  by  Plato  him- 
self, and  in  Xenophou's  sketches  from  the  life.  We  go  to  the 
Pnyx  to  hear  Demosthenes,  and  to  the  Areopagus  to  listen  to 
Paul,  but  it  is  only  in  the  recorded  words  of  each  that  we  can 
either  hear  the  orators  or  see  their  audiences. 

We  visit  Damascus,  Syria,  and  Palestine.  Simple  histo- 
ry, even  when  it  is  the  best  constructed,  and  the  most  faithful, 
can  only  give  us  imperfect  impressions  of  the  people  which 
once  inhabited  the  now  half  deserted  plains  and  mountains. 
The  brief,  but  graphic,  annals  of  patriarchs  and  Jewish  kings 
supply  us  only  with  the  facts  concerning  the  external  life  of 
the  people  that  once  made  these  deserts  blossom  as  the  rose. 
But  in  these  records  we  can  neither  find  the  people  as  they 
were,  nor  can  we  imagine  how  they  felt  and  lived.  We  must 
go  to  Job  to  find  the  devout  man  of  the  desert,  the  counterpart 
of  Abraham,  the  father  of  his  people ;  and  with  Job  and  the 
Odyssey,  together,  we  begin  to  understand  the  monotheistic 
patriarch  of  the  East.  When  we  study  the  code  of  laws 
which  Moses  enacted,  and  the  solemn  counsels  with  which 
he  enforced  these  laws,  we  begin  to  find  who  the  Hebrew  peo- 
ple were.  If  we  proceed  to  study  those  matchless  Psalms,  in 
which  God  was  praised  for  the  glory  of  the  Heavens,  the 
beauty  of  the  stars,  the  tumult  of  the  storm  and  the  noise  of 
the  ocean,  over  which  He  thundered  with  His  awful  voice ; 
the  Psalms  by  which  His  Holiness  was  extolled,  the  victories 
of  His  leadership  were  recounted,  the  nation's  feasts  of  thanks- 
giving and  sacrifice  were  solemnized,  the  glory  of  Jerusalem 
was  fitly  set  forth  ;  in  which  also  the  prayer  and  praise,  the 
penitence  and  thankfulness  of  the  individual  worshiper  were 
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expressed  in  words  which  have  never  been  surpassed ;  then, 
and  not  till  then,  do  we  learn,  in  the  spirit  of  Hebrew  Poetry, 
the  spirit  of  the  Hebrew  people.  If  we  follow  on  through  the 
sad  lamentations  of  their  prophets,  their  fierce  rebukes,  their 
faithful  admonitions,  and  their  glorious  predictions,  we  learn 
to  know  this  people  more  perfectly  in  their  evil  as  well  as 
their  good,  in  their  sad  perverseness,  as  well  as  their  many 
repentings  and  frequent  returns  to  God.  In  all  these  treasures 
of  poetic  and  prophetic  literature,  we  trace  the  rising  of  the 
star  of  promise,  till  it  stood  at  last  over  Bethlehem, 
and  heralded  the  angelic  shouts  of  glad  tidings  of  great  joy. 
We  wander  all  the  way  from  Bethlehem  to  Calvary, 

-4b  those  holy  Mdt, 
Over  wboM  utm  wtlkod  diese  blessed  feet» 
Which,  eighteen  hnndred  jeara  igo,  were  nailed 
For  our  adTantage  to  the  bitter  cross. 

Studying  the  path  in  which  those  footsteps  lie,  if  perhaps  we 
may  catch  some  vision  of  the  present  Jesus.  But  both  in  Beth- 
lehem and  at  the  Sepulchre,  we  hear  the  answer  to  our  longings, 
He  is  not  here,  He  is  risen.  As  we  read  the  history  which  re- 
cords His  deeds,  we  cannot  bring  Him  back  to  the  deso- 
late land  which  He  once  inhabited.  But  as  we  read  His  own 
words  in  the  most  precious  legacy  which  human  literature  has 
preserved,  we  seem  to  see  Him  living — and  while  we  worship 
at  His  feet,  we  rejoice  in  His  benediction. 

When  we  go  to  Rome  and  Italy  we  cannot  find  the  old  Ro- 
mans, however  earnestly  we  search  for  them  in  their  sepulchres, 
in  the  Forum,  or  the  Coliseum,  or  however  sanguinely  we 
look  to  see  them  repeated  in  the  population  which  now  inhabits 
the  Eternal  city.  We  cannot  revive  them  to  our  imaginations 
by  the  unaided  force  of  all  the  suggestions  which  haunt  the 
Tibur  or  the  Appian  way.  We  find  them  only  as  we  consult 
the  letters  of  Cicero  and  of  Pliny,  and  the  poems  of  Virgil, 
of  Lucan,  and  of  Lucretius,  or  study  the  treatises  of  Seneca  and 
Antoninus.  The  old  Roman  life  re-appears  in  the  incidental 
records  of  their  thoughts  and  feelings,  which  we  find  in  these 
and  similar  writers,  and  in  the  incidental  glimpses  which 
they  give  of  the  life  of  the  people  with  whom  they  had  to  do. 
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As  we  compare  ancient  literature  with  modem,  we  reach  the 
confident  conclasion,  that  the  virtnes  of  the  ancients  were  pa- 
triotism, hospitality,  friendship,  and  honor,  all  restricted  in 
their  sphere,  however  noble  in  iiind,  and  limited  to  certain  ex- 
ternal daties  or  habitnal  sentiments.  We  miss  entirely  the 
self-denying  love  of  man  as  man,  which  Christianity  sane* 
tioned  by  the  most  characteristic  act  of  its  great  fonnder.  The 
Christian  love  to  enemies,  the  Christian  forgiveness  of  injuries, 
its  sweet  and  contented  submission  to  adversity,  its  patience 
under  undeserved  wrong,  the  overcoming  evil  with  good — all 
being  special  virtues  of  the  temper,  springing  from  charity  as 
the  bond  of  their  perfectness — were  not  known,  we  do  not  say  in 
the  practice  of  the  ancients,  bat  they  were  not  honored  as  ele- 
ments of  their  ideal.  All  this  we  know  from  their  literature 
when  it  is  critically  studied  as  a  trustworthy  representation  at 
the  people's  inner  life.  From  the  literature  of  the  ancients  we 
learn  with  satisfactory  certainty  the  place  which  woman  held 
in  the  house  and  in  society.  We  know  that  in  the  esteem 
and  affections  of  the  best  and  the  purest,  she  did  not  hold  the 
place,  with  the  rarest  exceptions,  which  she  now  holds  in  the 
confidence  and  love  of  myriads  of  households  and  of  hearts. 
The  ideal  man  of  the  noblest  ancient  schools,  was  immeasura- 
bly inferior  to  the  ideal  man  of  multitudes  of  humble  and  uncul- 
tured Christian  communities.  We  learn  all  this  from  what  is 
plainly  manifest  in  the  literatures  of  the  ancient  and  modem 
worlds. 

The  importance  of  the  critical  study  of  literature  as  an  aid 
to  the  interpretation  of  modem  history  is  equally  manifest. 
It  is  even  more  so,  because  the  appliances  which  literature 
furnishes  for  the  exposition  of  many  periods  of  modem  history 
are  so  much  more  varied  than  those  which  illustrate  the  best 
known  of  any  of  the  ancient  generations.  The  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  is  reflected,  as  in  a  magic  mirror,  in  the  plays  and 
letters,  in  the  sermons  and  diaries  of  her  time.  The  times  of 
the  memorable  conflict  between  Puritan  and  Cavalier  can  be 
almost  literally  reproduced  from  the  direct  and  indirect 
sketches  which  were  made  of  its  various  characters  and  scenes, 
in  the  manifold  forms  of  literature  which  were  photographed 
from  the  life  by  unconscious  artists.    The  writings  of  Swift 
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and  his  compeers,  the  plajs  and  songs  of  the  honr,  the  libels 
and  street  placards,  the  sermons  and  letters,  were  the  mate- 
rials which  enabled  Thackeray,  with  the  rarest  critical  discern- 
ment to  reconstrnct  his  admirable  historical  tale  of  the  days 
of  Queen  Anne.  It  was  ont  of  the  literature  of  their  several 
periods,  that  Scott  was  able  almost  to  recreate  them  before  our 
eyes. 

This  service  of  the  critical  study  of  literature  is  as  great  to 
the  reader  as  it  is  to  the  writer  of  history.  No  one  can  fully  ap- 
preciate the  history  of  any  people  or  of  any  period,  by  relying 
on  the  descriptions  and  judgments  of  others.  He  must,  in  a 
certain  sense,  construct  the  history  for  himself,  even  when  he 
reads  it  as  constructed  by  others ;  at  least  he  must  reinforce  the 
assertions,  and  verify  the  conclusions,  of  his  authorities,  by  look- 
ing for  himself,  so  far  as  he  may,  upon  the  people  and  events 
described,  and  doing  this  face  to  face.  This  he  can  in  no  way 
do  so  effectually  as  by  studying  their  literature.  But  in  order 
to  do  this  with  the  most  eminent  success,  most  readers  require 
the  aid  of  the  philosophical  critic,  to  explain  the  relation  of 
literature  to  history. 

Seventh.  The  critical  study  of  literature  is  of  service  to 
hioffrnphy  as  well  as  to  history.  If  we  can  read  the  times  of 
an  author  by  the  pictures  of  them  which  he  reflects  in  his 
writings,  much  more  can  we  learn  the  character  of  the  au- 
thor himself  by  the  sentiments  and  feelings  with  which  he  re- 
produces his  times,  as  these  determine  the  shadings  and  col- 
ors with  which  he  represents  them.  If  a  man's  private  letters 
are  often  the  best  materials  out  of  which  to  construct  his  biogra- 
phy, it  should  be  remembered  that  much  of  what  he  publishes 
as  his  works  are  in  some  sense  his  public  letters,  his  epistles  to 
the  world  and  to  posterity,  as  these  convey,  not  alone  what 
he  professedly  aims  to  produce  and  record,  but  often  much 
more  of  what  he  unconsciously  reveals.  Some  books  from 
their  very  nature,  reveal  very  little  of  their  author's 
feelings  and  character.  But  very  many  books  communicate 
much  more,  at  times,  than  he  designs  or  desires.  The  sonnets 
of  Shakespeare,  the  poems  of  Milton,  the  playful  and  serious 
essays  of  Cowper,  the  meditations  of  Wordsworth,  the  passion- 
ate outbreaks  of  Byron,  the  vague  aspirations  of  Shelley,  and  the 
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8ad,  brief  elegies  of  Tennyson,  when  skillfully  interpreted,  en- 
able us  penetrate  into  the  secrets  of  their  hearts,  and  open  to  us 
the  hidden  springs  of  their  character.  It  is  the  office  of  the 
critic  to  discriminate  between  what  does  and  what  does  not 
express  the  man,  and  thus  to  interpret  the  man  by  many  of  his 
works;  and  the  service  which  he  renders  to  the  reader  is  often 
of  surpassing  interest. 

The  features  of  modern  criticism  which  have  been  enume- 
rated, may  suffice.  We  may  perhaps  more  profitably,  as  well 
as  more  practically,  consider  our  own  literature  as  a  field  for 
its  exercise.  We  may  aver  with  confidence,  that  English  lit- 
erature furnishes  the  amplest,  the  most  varied,  and  the  most 
interesting  material  for  the  critic,  of  any  whether  ancient  or 
modem.  It  ought  not  to  surprise  us  that  it  should.  The  com- 
pound structure  of  the  language  gives  an  advantage  to  the 
writer  as  well  as  to  the  philologist,  furnishing  often  a  richer 
choice  of  terms,  a  greater  variety  of  phrases,  and  a  wider 
range  of  structure,  than  is  possible  for  any  other  modern  ton- 
gue. This  affects  its  form  alone  is  true,  but  the  form  in  this 
instance  happens  to  furnish  large  capacities  for  the  investment 
and  expression  of  a  rich  and  manifold  material.  This  ma- 
terial is  rich  and  manifold,  chiefly,  because  its  people  have  been 
free,  and  being  free,  have  been  bold  in  thought,  and  ear- 
nest in  feeling.  They  have  been  moved  and  stirred  by  the 
largest  spirit  of  adventure  in  commerce,  in  war,  in  colonizing, 
and  in  self  government.  They  have  had  an  intense  religious 
spirit,  manifested  in  a  sufficient  variety  of  forms,  and  inspiring 
to  fervent  faith,  to  martyrlike  boldness,  and  to  consistent  and 
heroic  self-denial.  They  have  had  earnest  political  struggles 
for  the  crown  and  against  the  crown^— for  the  liberty  of  the 
commons,  and  the  traditional  rights  of  the  people,  and  far  the 
divine  right  of  kings,  and  the  dignity  of  the  royal  prerog- 
ative. They  have  had  sacred  and  happy  homes, — fireside  en- 
joyments hallowed  by  domestic  love,  and  made  doubly  sacred 
and  dear  by  ancestral  recollections.  They  have  had  exhaust- 
less  and  irrepressible  humor — an  inborn  love  of  noisy  hila- 
rity, an  infinitude  of  original  characters  to  provoke  this  humor, 
and  inspire  the  songs  of  a  people  ever  ready  to  be  excited  to 
uproarious  merriment.    They  have  had  a  free  press — a  free 
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pulpit,  and  free  newspapers,  in  spite  of  occasional  censorship, 
packed  jaries,  and  venal  jndges. 

If  we  trace  the  history  and  characteristics  of  this  literature 
we  may  well  be  amazed  at  its  varied  riches,  and  be  excited 
to  avail  ourselves  of  its  inviting  stores  to  a  more  earnest  as 
well  as  a  more  critical  use  of  its  ample  resources. 

We  begin  with  Chaucer.  In  the  Canterbury  Tales  we 
have  a  worthy  counterpart  to  the  Odyssey,  giving  as  they  do, 
a  graphic  and  varied  picture  of  the  many  sided  life,  and  the 
strongly  marked  characteristics  which,  even  at  this  very  early 
period,  were  manifest  among  the  English  people.  Indeed  we 
could  not  desire  a  more  satisfactory  illustration  of  the  truth 
and  justice  of  all  that  we  have  said  of  literature  as  a  field  for 
the  study  of  history,  than  is  furnished  in  those  tales  of  Chau- 
cer. The  attentive  reader  cannot  fail  to  observe  how  emi- 
nently true  it  is  that  the  times  illustrate  the  author  and  the 
author  illustrates  his  times ;  how,  through  these  tales,  we  have 
a  direct  insight  into  the  manners  and  the  sentiments,  the  cus- 
toms and  the  philosophy  of  our  ancestors,  as  they  were,  and  aa 
they  lived  some  five  hundred  years  ago.  We  have  only  to 
look  through  this  magic  show  glass,  and  we  are  transported 
back  to  the  very  scenes  which  were  then  transacted,  and  those 
early  times  live  again  before  our  eyes.  It  is  not  a  lifeless 
chronicle  which  we  read,  it  is  not  a  grave  description,  not  a 
careful  analysis,  not  a  logical  generalization,  such  as  the  annal- 
ist and  the  historian  furnish.  It  is  not  even  an  historical  novel 
in  which  a  writer  of  a  later  period  has  endeavored  to  recreate 
the  times  as  he  conceived  them,  bat  it  is  an  unconscious  painter 
of  the  men  and  the  manners  with  which  he  was  conversant. 
How  strong  and  bold-hearted  were  those  men,  how  natural  their 
manners, — how  brave  and  sincere,  how  humorous  and  tender 
hearted,  how  beneficent  and  devout  were  the  sentiments  which 
they  express. 

After  a  long  and  somewhat  dreary  interval,  we  come  to  the 
age  of  Shakespeare,  and  not  the  age  of  Shakespeare  alone,  but 
that  of  Spencer  and  Sidney,  and  Baleigh,  and  Hooker,  and 
Bacon,  and  Ben  Jonson^  and  the  train  of  dramatists  of  whom 
Jonson  was  the  representative  and  the  head.  We  call  this  truly 
the  golden  age  of  English  literature,  and  we  ask  what  agencies 
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could  hare  prodaced  snch  writers  as  these  ?  We  find  onr  an- 
swer— first  in  the  vigorous  growth  of  the  English  stock,  that, 
nuder  all  the  burdens  of  royal  and  chnrchly  oppression,  had 
never  been  debased  or  crushed,  bnt  had  held  its  own  in  the  hall 
of  the  gentry,  the  farm  house  of  the  yeoman,  and  the  cottage  of 
the  laborer.  This  living  force  was  marvellously  excited  by 
the  Protestant  Reformation,  and  when  after  many  struggles,  a 
Protestant  Queen  had  come  to  the  throne,  it  experienced,  as  it 
were,  a  thrill  of  new  creative  energy.  Foreign  wars,  commer- 
cial adventures,  romantic  discoveries,  all  united  to  keep  this 
young  life  excited  to  its  utmost  tension,  and  to  move  it  by  an  in- 
ward ferment.  The  thoughts  of  men  were  great ;  their  hopes 
were  unbounded,  their  feelings  were  fervent,  their  self  confi- 
dence was  untrammeled ;  their  power  of  expression  was  un- 
tamed. They  had  at  their  command  the  language  not  as  yet 
shaped  by  critics  or  developed  into  any  normal  structure, — a  fit 
instrument  of  the  young  giants,  rejoicing  in  their  strength,  who 
were  ready  to  use  it,  each  as  he  would.  Oould  the  student  de- 
sire a  study  more  inviting  than  that  to  which  the  literature  of 
these  active  and  hopeful  days  invites  him  ?  Whether  he  would 
study  the  authors  or  their  times,  or  both  together,  whether  he 
would  study  the  matter  or  the  form  of  literature, — thought, 
sentiment,  and  imagery,  on  the  one  hand,  or  diction,  rythm, 
and  periodic  power  on  the  other, — ^he  could  ask  for  nothing 
more  exciting  or  more  rewarding  than  what  is  furnished  here. 
The  age  of  Milton  follows,  and  not  of  Milton  only  but  of 
Taylor,  and  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  of  Baxter,  and  Bunyan,  of 
Hobbes  ,and  Fuller.  Here  the  English  life  and  with  it  English 
literature  appears  in  other  forms,  more  fixed,  and  serious,  and 
grave,  but  with  not  a  whit  of  its  force  abated,  nor  aught  of  its 
fiery  energy  repressed.  Imagination  is  still  as  soaring  as  ever, 
and  the  manifold  and  seeming  exhaustless  varieties  of  diction 
illustrate  the  resources  and  the  plastic  capacities  of  the  English 
language.  Thsi  period  was  marked  for  its  political  struggles, 
and  its  religious  strifes,  for  its  intense  feeling  and  its  strong 
thinking;  for  its  ardent  longings,  and  its  patient  endurance, 
and  above  all,  for  its  faith  in  God  and  in  man  ;  and  all  these 
influences  shaped  the  literature,  as  the  literature  formed  the 
period. 
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The  age  of  Dryden  followed,  and  not  of  Dryden  only,  but 
of  South,  and  Locke,  and  Boyle,  and  Newton.  It  was  a 
tamer  period,  in  which  accuracy  of  thought,  and  exactness  of 
language,  and  symmetry  and  beauty  of  style,  and  repression 
of  feeling,  and  caution  in  imagery,  were  all  conspicuous.  It 
was  an  age  of  repression  and  of  criticism,  as  was  natural  after 
the  real  and  imagined  excesses  of  principle  and  feeling  which 
had  characterized  the  times  of  the  commonwealth, — an  age  in 
which  religion  declined  and  immorality  was  less  sustained,  an 
age  of  free  thinking  and  unbelief, — which  were  scarcely  held 
in  check  by  the  efforts  of  Locke  and  Boyle.  With  an  age  thus 
characterized  in  the  life  of  the  people,  the  literature  of  the 
period  sympathized.  First  of  all,  it  was  the  period  in  which 
the  modern  and  the  better  English  style  was  developed  and 
fixed — preeminently  by  Dryden.  Next  criticism  itself  was  first 
applied  with  systematic  aims  and  definite  results.  In  both 
Dryden  was  preeminent.  With  more  accurate  thinking  and 
careful  writing,  there  were  not  wholly  lost  the  fire  of  feeling 
and  the  splendor  of  imagination  which  had  distinguished  the 
earlier  periods. 

Then  followed  the  age  of  Pope,  and  not  of  Pope  alone,  but 
also  of  Addison  and  Swift,  of  Shaftesbury  and  Bishop  But- 
ler, of  Berkeley  and  Warburton,  and  they  were  followed  by 
that  of  Richardson,  Detbe,  Fielding,  and  Smollett.  It  was  an 
age  in  no  wise  distinguished  for  earnestness  or  for  faith,  an  age 
of  conventionalities,  gaiety,  and  frivolity,  an.  age  of  free  living, 
and  of  free  thinking,  an  age  in  which  satire  and  sneering 
criticism  would  be  likely  to  flourish,  and  in  which  both  were 
abundant.  As  was  the  life,  such  was  the  literature  of  the  pe- 
riod, with  here  and  there  an  exception.  For  the  ease  and  felici- 
ty of  its  prose  diction,  and  for  the  correctness  and  smoothness 
of  its  verse  to  the  ear — it  has  been  called  the  Augustan  age  of 
English  literature  but  the  perfection  of  form  to  which  it 
brought  this  literature  was  ill  compensated  for  the  loss  of 
these  higher  qualities  by  which  the  earlier  periods  were  dis- 
tinguished. 

In  the  latter  half  of  the  same  century  there  was  a  change 
for  the  better.  This  was  the  period  of  Johnson,  and  of  Burke, 
of  Thomson,  Goldsmith,  and  Cowper.    The  national  life  grew 
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more  serious.  The  lower  classes  bad  been  moved  to  greater 
religious  earnestness  by  Wesley,  Whitfield,  and  others.  The 
higher  wore  tired  with  the  emptiness  and  dissoluteness,  with  the 
heartlessness  and  frivolity  of  the  generations  before  them, — 
there  was  a  longing  after  better  things,  and  to  this  longing  the 
literature  of  the  period  gave  expression  in  manifold  signs. 

Then  came  the  French  Revolution,  filling  many  hopeful 
and  sanguine  spirits  with  ardent  enthusiasm,  and  stimng  their 
minds  with  inquiries  which  led  to  profounder  studies  of  the 
principles  of  moral,  political,  and  theological  faith — then  the 
inevitable  reaction,  involving  strong  repressive  measures,  and 
dividing  society  into  angry  sections, — then  the  long  and  cost- 
ly wara  of  the  allies,  and  the  exciting  career  of  the  first  Napo- 
leon. All  these  movements  in  English  thought,  attended,  as 
they  were,  by  the  corrupt  demoralization  of  the  court  and 
example  of  the  last  of  the  Georges,  were  reflected  in  English 
literature  as  it  presents  itself  in  the  first  thirty  years  of  the 
present  century.  This  is  the  period  of  Scott,  of  Byron  and 
Shelley,  of  Coleridge  and  Southey,  of  Wordsworth,  Wilson, 
and  Lamb,  of  Macaulay  and  Hallam,  of  JeflFrey  and  Mackin- 
tosh. Literature  is  sharply  divided  into  opposing  schools — 
expressing  the  divided  sentiment  and  opinion  of  the  English 
nation.  Foremost  among  them  is  that  catholic  and  compre- 
hensive school  which  dared  to  free  itself  from  the  fashion  of 
the  day  in  both  thought  and  diction,  and  to  go  back  to  the 
English  writers  of  the  earlier  periods,  and  to  vindicate  Shakes- 
peare, and  Milton,  and  Hooker,  and  Bacon,  from  the  neglect 
into  which  they  had  fallen.  More  than  all,  this  school  dared 
to  vindicate  for  itself  the  liberty  to  use  all  the  resources  of  the 
English  language,  as  well  as  to  sound  all  the  depths  ot  Eng- 
lish thought  and  feeling  after  the  ancient  ways.  While  in  one 
direction,  as  with  Byron,  literature  is  passionate  and  satanic, 
and  in  another,  as  with  Shelley,  it  is  blasphemous  and  atheis- 
tic; while  in  Scott  it  is  brilliantly  romantic;  while  with  Hal- 
lam and  Mackintosh  it  is  solidly  earnest;  withColeridge,  Words- 
worth, Southey,  and  Wilson,  it  is  more  thoughtful  and  aflFec- 
tionate,  it  is  mindful  of  nature  and  of  God,  and  above  all  it 
dares  to  be  true  to  all  that  is  best  in  human  character  and  liter- 
ature. With  this  school  and  its  awakened  interest  in  all  the  older 
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literature,  there  arose  also  the  spirit  of  historical  and  philosophi- 
cal criticism,  which  has  been  the  theme  of  this  paper  and  which 
has  largely  contribated  to  the  many  sided,  and  in  general,  the 
elevated  literature  of  the  present  generation.  Of  this  litera- 
ture we  need  not  write,  for  to  attempt  to  characterize  it  would 
lead  us  beyond  our  limits. 

This  English  literature  is  our  heritage,  and  to  study  it  should 
be  our  delight  and  occupation.  That  it  may  be  a  delight,  it 
must  be,  in  some  sense,  an  occupation.  If  we  are  to  judge  of 
it  in  a  truly  critical  t^pirit, — if  we  are  to  understand  historical- 
ly its  authors  and  the  times  in  which  they  lived — if  we  are  to 
judge  of  it  philosophically,  and  to  read  intelligently  its 
graver  writers  of  the  past,  or  the  more  novel  and  fresher  of  the 
present, — we  must  read  it  earnestly  and  comprehensively;  we 
must  make  it  our  study — not  a  study  that  is  painful  or  repul- 
sive— but  one  that  is  patient,  systematic,  and  earnest. 

Englbh  literature  when  once  it  has  become  a  familiar  field 
of  intelligent  study,  brings  this  advantage,  that  it  is  a  field  which 
the  student  will  never  be  able  and  never  will  desire  to  desert. 
To  him  who  has  learned  to  read  aright,  every  week  will  bring 
some  fresh  tale,  or  poem,  or  essay,  or  history ;  every  season  will 
introduce  some  fresh  author,  who  summons  the  reader  to  a 
new  feast  of  delight,  which  will  be  none  the  less  keenly  en- 
joyed, because  it  is  enjoyed  with  a  chastened  taste,  and  is 
judged  with  critical  appreciation.  All  the  life-long,  amid  its 
cares  and  its  sorrows,  its  employments  and  its  leisure,  there 
will  be  at  hand  a  capacity  and  a  taste  for  these  satisfying  and 
elevating  pleasures, — which  instruct  while  they  delight, — 
which  lead  us  upwards  to  heaven,  while  they  make  us  content 
with  the  earth.  No  class  of  habits  that  are  purely  intellec- 
tual can  possibly  enter  so  largely  into  our  happiness  for  life, 
as  those  habits  of  reading  with  discrimination  and  with  ardor, 
which  are  formed  by  abundant  studies  in  the  history  and  criti- 
cism of  English  literature. 
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abticlb  vni.— notices  op  new  books. 

THEOLOGICAL  AND  BELIOIOXT8. 

The  End  of  the  World,  and  the  Day  of  Judgment.* — We 
are  informed  that  some  two  thousand,  more  or  less,  of  onr  fellow- 
beings,  of  fair  average  intellect,  are  accustomed  to  attend  upon 
the  weekly  ministrations  of  Rev.  William  Rounseville  Alger.  In 
order  that  outsiders,  who  do  not  attend  upon  those  ministrations, 
may  not  be  at  disadvantage  with  these  two  thousand  select,  pro- 
gressive souls,  on  the  two  subjects.  The  End  of  the  World,  and 
The  Day  of  Judgment,  we  give  in  brief  the  doctrine  of  the  above 
discourses. 

Our  preacher  affirms  that  the  notion  of  the  End  of  the  World 
is  a  vulgar,  traditional  superstition,  common  to  all  nations — 
Hindus,  Polynesians,  Oreeks,  Scandinavians,  and  Persians,  in- 
cluded. 

Then  comes  a  portrayal  of  the  Hebrew  scenic  Eschatology, 
treated  with  that  high  local  coloring  peculiar  to  certain  advanced 
artists  at  the  ^'  Hub,'^  and  closing  with  the  inquiry  and  conclusion, 
^  Is  there  any  more  reason  for  believing  thia  doctrine,  than  for  be- 
lieving other  kindred  schemes  ?    No !  not  a  wbit.** 

Next  follows  a  comparison  of  the  ecclesiastical  and  scientific 
doctrines  of  the  End  of  the  World,  and  we  learn  that  both  are 
objectionable,  the  scientific  being  the  least  so,  because,  as  our 
preacher  naively  remarks,  **we  can  contemplate  the  scientific 
prophecy  of  the  End  of  the  World  with  a  peace  of  mind  which 
the  traditional  prophecy  does  not  permit ;"  and,  he  adds,  "  We 
shrink  in  fright  from  the  wrath  and  power  of  the  personal  Judge, 
the  inexorable  Foe  of  the  Wicked,"  which  constitutes  the  prin- 
ciple objection,  in  the  mind  of  the  preacher,  to  the  ecclesiastical 
doctrine. 

The  scientific  End  of  the  Worid  may  be  contemplated  with 
calmness,  because,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  it  will  ever  occur  at  all.    *^  A  billion  of  centuries  hence,'' 

*  The  End  of  iks  World,  and  the  Day  of  JudgmmL  Two  Dlsoonnes  preached 
to  the  Mntic  Hall  Society  by  their  Miniater,  the  Rev.  Willum  Rouhsstille 
AuixB.    Pobliahed  by  reqneat.    Boaton:  Roberta  Brothers.    187a 
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says  our  preacher,  "  the  world  may,  perhaps,  come  to  an  end," 
and  then,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  not,  but  if  it  does,  we  are  not 
left  wholly  at  a  loss  even  in  that  contingency.  Collective  Hu- 
manity and  Science  combined  may  ward  off  the  fatal  crisis. 

We  quote : — "  A  brilliant  French  writer  has  suggested  that 
even  if  the  natural  course  of  evolution  does  of  itself  necessitate 
the  final  destruction  of  the  world,  yet  our  race,  judging  from  the 
magnificent  achievements  of  science  and  art  already  reached, 
may,  within  ten  thousand  centuries,  which  will  be  long  before  the 
foreseen  end  approaches,  obtain  such  a  knowledge  and  control  of 
the  forces  of  nature,  as  to  make  collective  humanity  master  of 
this  planet,  able  to  shape  and  guide  its  tendencies,  ward  off  every 
fatal  crisis,  and  perfect  and  immortalize  the  system  as  now  sus- 
tained. It  is  an  audacious  fancy.  But  like  many  other  incredi- 
ble conceptions  which  have  forerun  their  own  still  more  incredi- 
ble fulfillment,  the  very  thought  electrifies  us  with  hope  and 
courage." 

Is  the  brain  of  Boston  softening  ? 

The  conclusion  from  the  preceding  ''investigation,"  as  our 
preacher  terms  it,  is  ^'  that  the  world  is  to  last,  and  our  race  to 
flourish  on  it,  virtually  forever." 

We  have  then  a  discourse  upon  The  Day  of  Judgment,  where- 
in that  ^'  catastrophic  myth "  is  treated  with  the  same  warm, 
local  coloring,  although  the  execution  might  be  chai*acterized,  in 
high  art,  as  "  spotty."  The  doctrine,  so  far  as  it  hangs  together 
at  all,  may  be  set  forth  in  the  preacher's  illustration  of  the  ortho- 
dox view.     Here  it  is : 

**  The  Judge  will  say  to  the  orthodox  on  his  right,  *  You  may 
have  been  impure  and  cruel, — lied,  cheated,  hated  your  neighbor, 
rolled  in  vice  and  crime,  —but  you  have  believed  in  me,  in  my 
divinity ;  therefore,  come  ye  blessed,  inherit  my  kingdom.'  To 
the  heretical  on  his  left  he  will  say,  ^  Tou  may  have  been  pure  and 
kind, — sought  the  truth,  self-sacrificingly  served  your  fellow  men, 
fulfilled  every  moral  duty  in  your  power, — but  you  have  not  be- 
lieved in  me,  in  my  deity,  and  my  blood ;  therefore,  depart,  ye 
cursed,  into  everlasting  fire.'" 

But  the  chief  folly  of  the  orthodox  is  in  believing  in  any  judg- 
ment of  the  wicked  at  all.  "  It  is,"  says  the  preacher,  "  a  direct 
transference  into  the  Godhead  of  the  most  egotistical  and  hate- 
ful feelings  of  a  bad  man.  No  good  man,  who  had  been  ever  so 
grossly  misconceived,  vilified,  and  wronged,  if  he  saw  his  ene- 
mies prostrate  in  submissive  terror  at  his  feet,  perfectly  powerless 
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before  his  authority,  could  bear  to  trample  on  them  and  wreak 
vengeance  on  them.  He  would  eay,  '  Unhappy  odcs,  fear  not ; 
you  have  miBunderstood  me ;  I  will  not  injure  you ;  if  there  be 
any  favor  which  I  can  bestow  on  you,  freely  take  it.'  And  is  it 
not  an  incredible  blasphemy  to  deny  to  the  deified  Christ  a  mag- 
nanimity equal  to  that  which  any  good  man  would  exhibit?*' 

The  doctrine  of  the  preacher  would  rather  require  the  Judge 
should  say  to  the  heretical  on  his  right, — **  You  may  have  been 
pure  and  kind,  sought  the  truth,  self-sacrificingly  served  your 
fellow- men,  fulfilled  every  moral  duty  in  your  power, — but  you 
are  not  one  whit  better  off  than  our  friends  of  the  left  wing." 

To  the  orthodox  on  his  left  he  should  say, — "  You  may  have 
been  impure  and  cruel, — lied,  cheated,  hated  your  neighbor,  rolled 
in  vice  and  crime, — but,  unhappy  ones,  fear  not ;  you  have  misun- 
jderstood  me  ;  I  will  not  injure  you  ;  if  there  be  any  favor  which 
I  can  bestow  on  you,  freely  take  it." 

The  above  is  a  trueTjill  of  the  whole  doctrine ;  and  the  discourse 
ends  in  a  grand /ew  dejoie  over  the  disappeai  ance  of  these  dread- 
ful incubi  which  have  so  long  sat  upon  the  breast  of  man. 

"Away,  then,  monstrous  horrors,  bred  in  the  night  of  the 
past!"  exclaims  our  preacher,  "The  cock-crow  of  reason  has 
been  heard,  and  it  is  time  ye  were  gone." 

Sage  of  Concord  thou  hast  triumphed  I — Cast  thy  bread  upon 
the  waters  and  thou  shalt  find  it  after  many  days.  See  first  the 
blade,  then  the  ear,  and,  last  of  all,  the  full  com  in  the  ear,  of  that 
little  germ  thou  didst  cast  upon  the  waters  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago. 

"  Man,  though  in  hrotheUy  or  Jails, 
or  on  gibbets,  i»  on  hit  way  to  all 
that  i$  good  and  true^ 

He  that  goeth  forth  weeping,  and  bearing  precious  seed,  shall 
donbtless  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  sheaves  with 
him. 

Origin  and  Development  of  Religious  Belief.* — The  author, 
in  his  preface  to  this  book,  aflSrms  his  aim  to  be  "  an  attempt  on 
purely  positive  grounds,  to  determine  the  religious  instincts  of 
humanity;"  his   "purely  positive  ground"  being  Comparative 

♦  Origin  and  Developmsut  of  Religious  Belief,    By  8.  Barino  Gould,  M.  A. 
Part  I.    Heathenism  and  Mosaism.    New  York:  D.  Appleton  <b  Go.     1870. 
VOL.   XXIX.  21 
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Anatomy,  out  of  which  he  proposes  to  develop  a  "  Comparative 
Theology." 

According  to  onr  author,  the  absorption  of  force  and  matter 
through  the  assimilation  of  food,  and  their  afler  liberation  by  the 
human  organism,  develops  a  variety  of  results.  This  resultant 
variety  is  effected  through  the  polarity  of  the  spinal  column,  the 
structure  of  man  being  axial,  one  end  in  the  stomach  producing 
vitality,  the  other  through  the  oxidation  of  the  gray  matter  of 
the  cerebrum,  ideas,  and  in  the  cerebellum,  religion.  Here  is  his 
statement  of  the  province  of  religion : 

^  To  oodrdioate  the  miod  and  the  sentimeot,  to  unite  •abjectivity  and  ob- 
jeetiTity  in  a  common  work,  to  deyelop  equally  and  harmonioiuly  the  eerebrnm 
and  the  senaory  ganglionic  tract,  and  to  subordinate  to  the  domination  of  tike 
reason  and  the  feelings,  acting  conjointly,  the  actions  of  the  body — this  is  what 
religion  undertakes  to  perform. 

"  Philosophy,  the  cultiTation  of  logic,  the  abstract  seiencea  tend  to  raise  the 
pitch  of  the  intelligence. 

'*  Solidarity,  politics,  social  life,  give  tone  to  the  feelings ;  but  religion  clidms 
as  its  special  prerogative  to  develop  equally  and  justly  both  the  mind  and  the 
affections,  to  hold  the  balance  between  reason  and  sentiment,  to  direct  the  spon- 
taneous life4brce  to  the  development  and  oxidation  of  oerebric  and  sensory 
tissue." 

In  this  mode  of  treatment  all  mental  and  moral  ideas  and 
emotions  and  esthetical  precepts  are  simply  resolutions  and  trans- 
formations of  mechanical  forces.  It  may  be  interesting  to  know 
the  physical  result  of  the  contemplation  of  a  great  work  of  art  by 
a  connoisseur.     V\  e  quote : 

*'  The  perception  of  pleasure  or  pain  is  a  resolution  of  force.  This  is  evident 
in  the  life  of  the  animal.  Where  there  is  no  pleasurable  or  painful  sensation, 
there  is  no  arrest  and  disintegration  of  force.  A  clown  placed  before  a  painting 
by  Raphael,  is  insensible  to  its  beauty.  The  waves  of  light  pass  through  his 
brain  as  through  a  sheet  of  clear  glass.  But  a  connoisseur  before  it  is  sensible  of 
delight,  because  the  pulsations  of  light  are  stopped  and  resolved  in  his  mind, 
which,  like  a  convex  mirror,  focuses  and  refracts  the  force,  and  like  a  lens  re- 
solves it  The  formation  of  an  idea,  as  has  already  been  said,  is  an  assimilatioiL 
and  alteration  of  force,  and  a  stream  of  ideas  passing  through  the  brain  leavee 
evidence  of  its  material  action  in  the  excretion  of  alkaline  phosphates  by  the  kid 
neys.    The  resolution  of  mubde,  on  the  contrary,  produces  lithates.** 

Out  of  his  physical  structure  of  man,  our  author  proceeds  to  de- 
velop the  religious  instincts  of  humanity,  returning  ever  to  the 
"wild  bog  of  sayageism  "  for  the  springs  of  religious  thought. 
.  Many  of  his  discussions  and  comparisons  are  interesting,  and  not 
without  value.    The  fundamental  difficulty  is  the  subject  matter 
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omitted  from  the  premises.  The  reader  is  requested  to  bear  in 
mind  that  neither  the  existence  of  God,  nor  the  truth  of  Revela- 
tion, is  assumed  in  the  argument.  Mosaism  and  all  the  various 
forms  of  heathenism  are  therefore  discussed  as  arising  wholly  out 
of  the  religious  instincts  of  man,  as  the  product  of  his  physical 
structure,  having  no  relation  whatever  to  an  original  revelation, 
or  knowledge  of  God  acquired  in  any  other  way  than  through  the 
oxidation  of  the  cerebrum.  This  fundamental  assumption,  or 
non-assumption,  renders  the  argument,  as  an  argument,  futile. 
To  use  a  common  illustration — It  is  like  the  play  of  Hamlet,  with 
that  personage  omitted. 

Thus  all  forms  of  heathenism  are  treated  as  attempts  toward 
positive  religion,  rather  than  as  wanderings  from  a  higher  type. 
Idolatry  becomes  "  an  outward  expression  of  a  belief  in  a  personal 
God,*^  and  ''  piety  toward  plants  and  animals,"  and  we  learn  that 
^'to  Fetishism  humanity  owes  immense  obligations."  At  the 
same  time,  the  leading  and  the  leaning  of  the  argument  to  the 
position,  that  the  physical  structure  of  man  cries  out,  as  it  were, 
for  the  co&rdinating  and  controlling  forces  of  Christianity  to  its 
perfect  development,  gives  a  certain  value  to  the  discussion. 

In  the  words  of  the  author : 

*'  The  history  of  religions  ezperiments  is  exeeedingly  instructive,  for  it  shows 
us,  first,  what  are  the  religions  instincts  of  hnnutnity ;  and,  secondly,  faihure, 
through  imperfect  coordinaiion  of  these  instincts.  A  review  of  the  religions  of 
the  world  will  show  us  of  what  nature  that  religion  must  be  which  alone  will 
satisfy  humanity — a  religion  in  which  those  inherent  tendencies  of  the  mind  and 
soul  which  produced  Fetishism,  Anthropomorphism,  Polytheism,  Monotheism, 
Spiritualism,  Idealism,  Positivism,  will  find  their  oodrdinate  expression ;  a  re- 
ligion in  which  all  the  sacred  S3r8tems  of  humanity  may  meet,  as  in  a  Field  of  the 
Oloth  of  Gold,  to  adorn  it  with  their  piety,  their  mysticism,  their  mythology,  their 
subtlety  of  thought,  their  splendor  of  ceremonial,  their  adaptability  to  progress, 
their  elasticity  of  organization — and  meeting  may  exhaust  Uieir  own  resources — 

"  '  By  this  to  sicken  their  estates,  that  never 
They  shall  abound  as  formerly.' 

"  Hbnrt  Vm.,  Aor.  L,  a  L" 

This  direction  of  the  argument  leads  us  to  look  with  interest  to 
the  second  volume  in  which  the  author  will  endeavor  ^^  to  show 
how  that  Christianity,  by  its  fundamental  postulate — ^the  Incarna- 
tion— assumes  to  meet  all  the  religious  instincts  of  humanity ;  how 
it  actually  does  meet  them ;  and  how  failure  is  due  to  counteract- 
ing poKtical  or  social  causes." 

In  the  meantime,  we  can  commend  this  volume.  Part  I.,  to  the 
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warm  regard  of  those  philosophers  who,  by  the  appIicatioD  of  a 
thermometer  to  the  back  of  their  heads,  are  convinced  that 
thought  is  a  mode  of  heat.  They  may  be  able  to  get  up  some 
little  mechanical  c6ntrivance  which,  applied  by  our  missionaries 
directly  to  the  cerebellums  of  the  heathen,  may  produce  an  instan- 
taneous modification  of  the  religious  sentiment.  Henceforth  let 
the  Chui  ch  of  the  Future  endeavor  •*  to  direct  the  spontaneous 
life-force  to  the  development  and  oxidation  of  the  cerebric  and 
sensory  tissue." 

GlOAg's  CoMMBNrABT  ON    THE    ACTS  OP  THE    ApOSTLES  * — ^Thc 

author  of  this  commentary  is  the  minister  of  a  parish  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Glasgow,  who  has  given  his  attention  to  exegetical 
studies  in  no  inconsiderable  degree.  He  refers  to  his  pastoral  du- 
ties as  occupying  so  much  of  his  time  as  to  hinder  somewhat  his 
prosecution  of  his  work.  But  he  claims — what  those  who  exam- 
ine the  volumes  will  find  abundant  evidence  to  prove — that  he  has 
gone  over  the  ground  with  great  care,  and  has  investigated  thor- 
oughly the  works  of  the  leading  authorities  in  the  German  lan- 
guage and  in  our  own.  His  commentary  is  mainly  exegeticaL 
Extending  over  nine  hundred  pages,  it  is  very  full  and  complete, 
and  at  the  same  time  is  free  from  the  faults  which  are  often  found 
in  books  of  this  character,  where  the  writer  allows  himself  such  free 
scope.  It  displays  scholarly  tastes  and  attainments  as  well  as  can- 
dor and  freedom  from  prejudice  in  the  author;  and,  altogether,  it 
will  prove  an  addition  to  the  helps  which  the  student  may  desire 
for  the  study  of  this  most  important  portion  of  the  New  Testament. 
The  commentary  is  preceded  by  an  Introduction,  consisting  of 
eight  different  sections,  in  which  such  questions  as  the  Authorship, 
the  Language  and  Text,  the  Chronology  of  the  book  are  consid- 
ered. Several  of  the  more  interesting  topics  of  discussion  con- 
nected with  the  different  parts  of  the  book  are  also  examined  as 
they  are  suggested  by  the  text,  and  the  author  seems  nowhere  to 
shrink  from  any  investigation  to  which  he  is  legitimately  called. 
We  notice  that  he  places  the  date  of  Paul's  conversion  in  the  year 
87,  and  that  of  the  Apostolic  Council  and  the  visit  of  Paul  to  Je- 
rusalem, which  is  alluded  to  in  the  second  chapter  of  Galatians,  in 

*  A  Oritieal  and  BxeaetUal  Oommenlary  on  the  AetB  of  tho  Apotiloa,  By 
Paton  J.  Gloao,  D.  D.,  MiniBtar  of  Biaotyre.  Edinbiirgh  :  T.  <fc  T.  CUrk.  1870- 
Two  vols.  8to.,  pp.  489  and  458.  New  York:  Scribner,  Welford  A  Co.  Price, 
$10.60. 
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the  year  51.  He  thus  adopts  the  view  which  separates  these 
eyeuts  by  only  fourteen  years,  referring  all  the  measures  of  time 
in  the  first  two  chapters  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians  to  the  con- 
version of  the  Apostle  as  their  starting  point.  This  is  a  question 
which  can,  perhaps,  never  be  satisfactorily  settled ;  and  yet,  the 
more  we  investigate  it,  the  more  are  we  persuaded  that  the  other 
view  is  the  more  reasonable  one.  The  evidence  in  regard  to  the 
time  of  Paul's  conversion,  also,  seems  to  us  to  favor  some  other 
date  than  the  one  here  given — either  placing  it,  as  we  think,  in 
the  year  35,  and  seventeen  years  before  the  Apostolic  Council,  or, 
if  that  be  not  admitted,  carrying  it  to  as  late  a  point  as  the  year 
88.  Dr.  Gloag  regards  the  Gift  of  Tongues,  on  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost, as  having  been  a  miraculous  gift  of  speaking  foreign  lan- 
guages, Aough,  in  the  Corinthian  church,  he  admits  that  it  may 
have  been  of  a  somewhat  different  character.  In  respect  to  the 
relationship  of  James,  who  is  called  the  Lord's  brother,  to  Jesus, 
he  presents  the  different  views  which  have  been  held,  but  leaves 
the  point  without  coming  to  any  decision.  The  number  of  top- 
ics of  this  and  other  classes  which  are  treated  of  in  the  volume  is 
quite  considerable,  but  they  are  made  subordinate  to  the  author's 
main  design,  which,  as  he  is  careful  to  remind  his  readers,  is  to  pre- 
pare a  purely  exegetical  work.  The  difficulties  which  have  been  sug- 
gested by  Baur  and  others  in  connection  with  the  Acts  are,  also, 
considered  wherever  in  the  progress  of  the  work  they  arise,  and 
the  examination  of  all  these  questions  is  such  as  to  show  that  the 
author  is  familiar  with  them.  If  these  discussions  are  not  extend- 
ed enough  to  satisfy  the  student  altogether,  they  at  least  call  his 
attention  to  the  subjects  discussed,  and,  at  the  same  time,  point  him 
to  the  best  works  in  which  they  are  more  thoroughly  investigated. 
The  author  has  certainly  exhibited  a  devotion  to  biblical  scholar- 
ship which  is  creditable  to  him  and  worthy  of  imitation.  His 
book  will  receive  commendation,  we  think,  from  those  who  exam- 
ine it,  and  will  be  regarded  as  a  useful  work.  It  is  published  by 
Messrs.  T.  &  T.  Clark,  of  Edinburgh,  and  so  far  as  its  general  ap- 
pearance, type  and  paper  are  concerned,  it  is  all  that  could  be  de- 
sired. In  respect,  however,  to  the  price  at  which  it  is  offered,  we 
wish  it  might  be  lower.  The  publishing  house  through  whieh  it 
is  introduced  to  the  American  public,  is  that  of  Messrs.  Scribner, 
Welford,  &  Co.,  of  New  York. 
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Hbndebson's  Commbntaby  on  Ezbkiel.* — ^This  volume  of  Dr. 
Henderson's  commentaries  was  the  last  one  which  he  published 
previous  to  his  death.  It  is  prepared  upon  the  same  plan,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  same  principles  of  interpretation,  which  have 
characterized  the  other  volumes  already  introduced  into  this 
country.  It  is,  however,  breifer  in  its  annotations  and  less  elabo- 
rate than  those  on  Isaiah  and  the  Minor  Prophets,  a  peculiarity 
which  has  been  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  it  was  prepared  so 
late  in  the  author's  life.  We  think  it  is  too  brief  for  its  highest 
usefulness.  Dr.  Henderson  was  a  man  of  learning  and  of  labori- 
ous and  patient  research.  But  the  opinion  has  been  already  ex- 
pressed in  the  Nbw  £n<ilakder,  that  his  method  of  interpretation  is 
a  wrong  one — making  the  events  of  history  the  measure  and  test 
of  the  prophet's  meaning.  We  cannot,  therefore,  regard  his  works 
as  of  equal  value  with  the  best  German  commentaries  on  the  pro- 
phet's writings.  They  have,  however,  met  with  a  favorable  re- 
ception both  in  England  and  America,  and,  to  those  who  have  used 
with  satisfaction  the  former  volumes,  we  think  the  present  one 
may  be  commended. 

SoBBow.f — ^This  subject  has  been  often  chosen  for  a  single  poem 
or  sketch  or  essay,  but  seldom  before  for  a  whole  volume.  One 
wonders  that  it  should  have  been  thus  adopted,  as  if  its  aspect 
were  itself  alluring,  or  as  if  being  once  entered  upon  it  held  the 
writer  as  by  a  spell.  The  title  itself  is  enough  to  repel  most  read- 
ers. We  were  not  surprised  when  a  critic  in  a  prominent  journal 
— who,  however,  we  suspect,  had  not  looked  much  beyond  the 
table  of  contents, — judged  it  not  worth  while  to  draw  so  much 
more  attention  to  sorrow  itself  than  to  its  mitigation.  But  the 
name  of  the  author  should  lead  one  to  look  beyond  first  impres- 
sions, since  his  earlier  work  engaged  the  attention  of  many 
thoughtful  readers.  And  in  fact,  though  singularly  enough  his 
chief  subject  here  is  sorrow  rather  than  consolation,  his  clear, 
calm  treatment,  with  the  aid  of  touching  examples  and  not  infre- 
quent quotations,  gives  it  unexpected  attractions,  appealing  health* 

*  The  Booh  of  the  Prophet  Eukid,  Translated  from  the  originml  Hebrew.  With 
a  Gommentary,  Critical,  Philological  and  ExegetieaL  By  £.  Hsitdbrbov,  D.D. 
Author  of  CommentarioB  on  the  Book  of  the  Minor  Prophets,  Jeremiah  and  Lam* 
entations,  Isaiah,  eta    Ando?er:  Warren  F.  Draper.     1870.    Syo.,  pp.  228. 

f  Sorrow,  By  John  Rbid,  anthor  of  '*  Voices  of  the  Soul  answered  in  God." 
New  York :  Robert  Carter  A  Brothers.    1870.     12mo.,  pp.  873. 
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fully  to  our  knowledge  of  human  life  and  our  sympathies,  and 
keeping  clear  of  the  morbid  fancy  or  the  narrow  sentimentalism 
that  lie  in  wait  for  most  writers  on  such  subjects.  The  work  is  a 
series  of  brief  essays  on  the  kinds,  causes,  and  effects  of  sorrow. 
Among  the  subordinate  topics  giving  titles  to  the  chapters,  are 
"the  sorrow  of  great  minds,"  "sorrow  at  home,"  sorrow  as  aflfect- 
ed  by  "  loneliness,"  that  which  is  connected  with  **  love  between 
the  sexes,"  "  the  sorrow  of  children,"  "  the  Bible  and  sorrow," 
that  which  is  for  "  the  dead,"  "  the  man  of  sorrows,"  that  which 
is  "  pleasing,"  that  which  is  "  beautiful,"  its  "  bearing  on  the 
higher  themes  of  existence,"  and  "  sorrow  because  of  the  shadows 
that  fall  upon  us  from  the  other  life."  The  last  four  are  on  the 
sorrow  of  parents  in  the  loss  of  "  infant  children,"  the  "  mystery 
of  sorrow,"  "  sorrow  alleviated  and  destroyed,"  and  "  God  and 
heaven  as  thoughts  of  power  to  the  sorrowful."  It  will  be  seen 
at  once  that  these  topics  of  consolation  have  not  so  large  a  place 
in  the  book  as  the  reader  would  expect  or  think  desirable,  and  yet 
he  is  not  pained  or  wearied,  as  he  might  have  feared,  with  the  de- 
lineations of  grief  that  fill  so  many  more  of  the  chapters.  Sombre 
as  is  the  theme,  it  is  relieved  by  delicate  distinctions  and  many 
beautiful  thoughts.  We  know  nothing  of  the  author's  history, 
and  we  confess  some  curiosity  to  learn  how  he  should  have  been 
led  to  so  large  an  utterance  in  this  plaintive  monotone,  but  he 
seems  to  have 

"  an  eye 
That  hath  kept  watch  o'er  man'i  mortality.'* 

A  mind  so  reflective  and  observant  will  invest  any  subject  that 
it  handles  with  a  charm.  While  commending  the  style  in  general, 
we  must  take  exception  to  something  of  formality  in  the  transi- 
tions from  one  subordinate  point  to  another,  partly  in  the  italici- 
sing of  certain  words  as  if  to  mark  distinct  heads  of  thought, 
giving  a  sermonizing  air  that  might  be  better  dispensed  with. 
But  this  is  of  the  less  account,  since  the  more  desirable  qualities 
of  good  sermons  appear  throughout  the  work  ic  the  devout  tem- 
per and  the  earnest  faith  of  a  Christian  minister. 

He  that  Oveecomkth.* — Mr.  Boardman's  former  work,  "  The 
Higher  Christian  Life,"  made  him  favorably  known  several  years 

*  Hb  that  Overeometh  ;  or  a  conqaering  Qospel.  By  W.  £.  Boahdhan.  author 
of  **  The  Higher  Christian  Life.**  Boeton :  Henry  Hoyt,  9  GomhilL  12mo.,  pp. 
808. 
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ago  in  the  oircle  of  earnest  Christian  people  in  this  country  who, 
instead  of  resting  satisfied  with  the  standard  of  practical  religion 
exemplified  in  the  church  at  large,  aspired,  for  themselves  and  oth- 
ers, to  a  higher  plane  of  piety.  Of  those  whose  wants  it  met« 
some  have  passed  into  the  clearer  vision  of  the  objects  of  faith, 
while  others  still  surviving  will  welcome  the  further  treatment  of 
the  same  themes  from  the  same  pen.  The  present  volume  may 
not  attract  as  much  attention,  since  works  of  this  kind  have  been 
more  multiplied,  yet  we  judge  it  to  be  not  less  fitted  to  further 
vital  piety.  Like  the  other,  it  has  to  do  with  Christian  experience 
•  in  the  proper  sense  of  that  phrase.  It  is  distributed  under  three 
heads,  **Life,"  "Work,"  and  "Results;"  and  each  of  these  is  in 
several  chapters, — under  the  first,  for  example,  "  Man  in  Creation,** 
"the  Perversion,"  "a  Conversion,"  "the  Test,"  Ac,  several 
sketches  being  interspersed  as  illustrations  from  facts  in  life.  The 
drift  of  the  whole  is  in  keeping  with  this  sentence  from  the  pre- 
face:— "There  is  but  one  way  of  silencing  naturalism,  and  that  is 
by  power  and  presence  of  supernaturalism."  The  spiritual  and  su- 
pernatural elements  of  Christianity  are  uppermost  in  the  delinea- 
tions here  given  of  piety.  Justification  by  faith,  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  the  efficacy  of  "  praying  and  working,"  pervade 
the  book.  The  tone  is  cheerful  and  hopeful,  the  style  clear  and 
direei,  and  the  method  fitted  to  guide  and  stimulate  various  classes 
of  readers  in  the  best  aims.  It  has  occured  to  us  that  here  and 
there  more  ample  explanations  of  true  statements  might  have  been 
profitable,  and  yet,  on  the  whole,  the  work  is  one  of  the  best  lately 
issued  for  the  improvement  of  Christian  character  and  efficiency. 

Light  and  Tbuth.* — In  the  414  pages  of  "  Light  and  Truth," 
Dr.  Bonar  has  set  forth  a  series  of  eighty-three  short  devotional 
meditations  and  lectures  on  various  topics,  suggested  by  texts  in 
the  Acts,  and  in  the  Epistles  to  the  Romans,  and  the  Corinthians. 
In  their  scope  and  intent  these  papers  remind  us  of  Jay^s  Mominfi^ 
and  Evening  Exercises,  being  popular,  pious,  and  helpful ;  not  re- 
markably brilliant,  nor  attempting  much  in  the  way  of  exposition ; 
but,  so  far  as  we  see,  unobjectionable  in  sentiment  and  spirit, 
reverent  in  their  treatment  of  the  text,  and  full  of  gospel  truth.  The 
titles  of  the  papers  are,  in  many  cases,  attractive  and  suggestive, 

*  lAght  and  Truth  ;  or,  BihU  Thwghtt  and  Thmn$9.  The  Aeto  aod  the  Iat- 
ger  Epistles.  By  Hoeativs  Bomab,  D.  D.  New  York:  Robert  Carter  A  Bio- 
then,  580  Broadway.    1870.    pp.414. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  The  Earlier  Tears  of  our  LoroPe  Life  on  Earth.    327 

but  at  other  times  they  cover  more  groand  than  the  disonssion 
which  they  introduce;  sometimes  too,  the  discussions  might  have 
gained  in  force  by  being  restricted  in  range.  Still,  the  author  has 
confined  himself  to  ''  Bible  thoughts  and  themes,"  and  writes  with 
the  intent  to  instruct  and  bless  mankind. 

Thb  Earlibb  Yeabs  op  Oub  Lobd's Life  on  Eabth* — ^In  this 
first  of  a  series  of  six  volumes,  Dr.  Hanna  makes  a  valuable  con- 
tribution to  the  large  list  of  works  devoted  to  Jesus  and  his  life 
on  earth.  Writing  in  a  style  remarkably  fresh  and  spirited,  with- 
out any  parade  of  learning,  and  having  the  advantage  of  personal 
familiatity  with  many  of  the  localities  mentioned  in  the  gospel 
history,  he  has  been  very  successful  in  giving  vivid  sketches  of 
events  familiar  to  every  reader  of  the  Bible.  Should  the  remain- 
der of  the  series  be  executed  in  the  same  way.  we  think  the  work, 
while  open  to  criticism  in  details,  will  deserve  to  be  put  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  popular  presentations  of  the  life  of  Christ. 

It  is,  of  course,  a  mere  slip  of  the  pen  when  the  author  allows 
himself  to  say  (page  1 23)  that  Jesus  "  had  no  earthly  parent ;" 
but  it  is  an  obvious,  perhaps  a  common  misapprehension  of  the 
text,  when  he  cites  the  aged  Simeon's  words,  '^  Lord,  now  lettest 
thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,"  as  an  ^^  expression  of  his  desired 
(page  63.)  The  nunc  dimittU  is  surely  not  a  prayer.  Dr.  Hanna 
contradicts  himself,  as  well  as  the  scripture,  when  he  affirms  (page 
118)  that  when  Joseph  and  Mary  went  up  with  Jesus  to  the 
passover,  they  had  not  been  in  Jerusalem  since  the  time  when 
they  presented  him  as  an  infant  in  the  temple.  The  hypothesis  that 
Simon  was  th^  son  Alphaeus,  and  that  he  was  called  the  Canaan- 
ite  [Cananite]  because  of  his  connection  with  the  village  of  Cana, 
are  altogether  too  farfetched  and  improbable  to  support  any  con- 
jecture concerning  the  family  for  whose  sake  Jesus  changed  the 
water  into  wine.  Some  such  blemishes  as  these  excite  the  wish 
that  the  work  had  received  a  more  thorough  revision,  by  which 
it  would  have  gained  in  accuracy  without  losing  in  popularity. 

*  The  EarlUr  Ybotb  of  our  Lwi%  Lift  on  Barih,  By  the  Bet.  Wiluam 
Hanna,  DD.,  LLD.,  [D.D.,  LL.D.]  New  York:  Robert  Carter  A  Brothers, 
680  Broadway.     18*70.    12ma    pp.  400. 
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The  Family  akd  the  Church.* — The  Position  of  Father  Hya- 
cinthe,  in  relation  to  Rome  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  is  so 
conspicQous,  every  help  to  a  knowledge  of  the  man  and  of  his 
principles  is  important.  Inasmuch  as  he  has  never  been  an  author 
of  books  or  fiamphlets,  those  who  would  become  acquainted  with 
him,  and  cannot  hear  him,  are  compelled  to  accept  the  reports 
(generally  imperfect  and  frasrmentary,  though  sometimes  revised 
by  himself)  of  his  spoken  discourses.  A  volume  of  such  reported 
discourses,  hastily  collected  but  carefully  translated,  was  com- 
mended to  our  readers  in  the  last  Number  of  the  New  Englander. 
Another  volume  is  now  before  the  public ;  and  in  its  contents  it  is 
the  complement  rather  than  the  orderly  sequel  of  its  predecessor. 
In  the  first  volume,  we  have  the  fourth  of  the  five  courses  of  Ad- 
vent conferences,  that  on  the  relations  of  Christianity  to  Civil 
Society  on  the  State.  The  present  volume  gives  us  the  third  of 
those  courses,  and  the  fifth,— on  Domestic  Society  or  "  the  Family,** 
and  on  Religious  Society  or  "  the  Church."  It  contains,  also,  the 
memorable  speech  at  Malines  on  "  the  education  of  the  working 
classes,"  and  a  brief  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Bishop  Baudry, 
who  had  been  his  teacher  in  theology,  and  whom  he  honors  as  his 
spiritual  father.  A  spirited  and  well  informed  essay  on  ^^  Father 
Hyacinthe  and  his  Church,"  by  the  Hon.  John  Bigelow  (reprint- 
ed from  Putnam's  Magazine),  forms  an  appropriate  Introduction ; 
and  Bishop  Dupanloup's  Letter  to  his  clergy  against  the  dogma 
of  Papal  Infallibility  is  given  as  an  appendix.  The  two  volumes 
contain  everything  that  Father  Hyacinthe  has  written  or  revised 
for  publication. 

It  has  been  given  out,  on  we  know  not  what  authority,  that  the 
great  preacher  has  been  released  by  the  Pope  from  the  monastic 
vows  that  bound  him  to  the  Carmelite  order,  and  has  been  re- 
stored to  the  ranks  of  the  secular  clergy ;  and  from  this  it  has 
been  inferred  that,  by  some  surrender  of  the  principles  professed 
in  his  letter  to  the  General  of  his  Order,  he  has  made  a  dishonora- 
ble peace  with  his  adversaries  at  Rome.  We  have  no  private  or 
special  information  which  authorises  us  to  contradict  the  story ; 


*  Th€  Family  and  the  Chureh,  Advent  Oonferenoes  of  Notre  Dame,  Paris. 
1866-7, 186S-9.  By  the  Re?.  Father  Htaointhi,  late  Superior  of  the  Barefooted 
Carmelites  of  Paris.  Edited  by  Lbonaed  Woolskt  Baoom.  With  an  Intro- 
doction  by  Jonir  Bioblow,  Esq.,  late  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court 
of  France.    New  Yorlc :  G.  P.  Putnam  A  Son. 
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bat  we  will  venture  to  say  that  whatever  else  may  be  true,  the 
author  of  the  two  volumes  has  not  so  humbled  himself  as  to 
accept  the  ^'  doctrines  and  practices  which  call  themselves  Roman 
but  are  not  Christian,"  and  that,  if  Pius  IX.  has  relieved  him 
from  excommunication  and  restored  him  to  a  standing  in  the  secu- 
lar priesthood,  that  restoration  is  because  of  some  very  significant 
hint  from  the  emperor  of  the  French,  or  rather  from  the  very 
liberal  statesman  who  is  just  now  governing  at  Paris  in  the  name 
of  the  emperor.  The  story  of  Father  Hyacinthe  is  not  ended. 
K  he  lives  he  will  be  heard  of  in  the  great  conflict  which  is  soon 
to  shake  the  Roman  Catholic  nations.  The  author  of  these  dis- 
courses, and  especially  of  the  speech  on  ^The  Education  of  the 
working  classes,"  cannot  be  silent  long  at  such  a  crisis. 

Tlie  great  conflict  of  the  present  time— after  the  conflict  be- 
tween the  Supematuralism  of  Christianity  and  the  mere  Natural- 
ism of  unbelieving  science — is  that  between  Spiritual  Christianity 
and  Formalism.  In  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Formalism  pre- 
dominates. In  Protestant  communions,  it  takes  the  shape  and 
bears  the  name,  just  now,  of  Ritualism.  On  one  side  is  a  religion 
of  faith,  of  love,  of  spiritual  communion  with  the  one  invisible 
and  infinite  object  of  worship,  and  of  joy  in  the  help  of  an  un- 
seen and  ever  living  Saviour — a  religion|which  grounds  itself  on  the 
great  objective  truths  of  the  Christian  revelation.  On  the  other 
side  is  a  religion  which  lives  and  has  its  being  in  outward  institu- 
tions, which  works  by  sacerdotal  manifestations,  which  makes 
much  of  costumes  and  attitudes,  and  which  rejoices  in  the  stage- 
effect  of  imposing  ceremonies — a  hierarchical  religion  investing  its 
priests  with  dominion  over  the  conscience  by  setting  them  as  me- 
diators between  the  soul  and  God.  Those  who  would  know  on 
which  side  Father  Hyacinthe  is  found,  and  is  likely  to  be  found,  in 
the  conflict  between  Formalism  and  Spiritual  religion,  may  satisfy 
themselves  by  reading  in  this  volume  the  discourses  on  the 
Church — ^particularly  the  first,  on  "The  Church  TTniversal,"  and 
the  last,  on  '^  The  Conflict  between  the  Letter  and  the  Spirit  in 
the  Jewish  Church." 
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Pateb  Mundi.*— The  author  of  "  E(Ui$  Coelum  ^  could  not  well 
be  expected  to  write  a  dull  book  on  any  subject,  much  less  one  in 
which  God  and  Nature  were  the  chief  topic.  But  whether  he 
could  be  able  to  clothe  the  skeleton  of  a  two-volume  argument 
for  Theism — often  so  dry  and  grim  in  other  hands — with  the  flesh 
and  muscle,  the  life  and  beauty,  that  charm  us  in  ^  Parish  Astron- 
amy,"  could  only  be  shown  conclusively  by  the  production  of  a 
work  like  that  before  us.  PcUer  Mundi^  though  from  the  nature 
of  the  subject  not  likely  to  be  so  generally  popular  as  £k!ce  Ccs- 
lurriy  will,  nevertheless,  by  the  glow  and  magnetism  of  its  rhetoric, 
and  the  enthusiastic  earnestness  of  its  tone,  as  well  as  the  strength 
of  its  argument,  br  sure  to  command  everywhere  appreciative  and 
admiring  readers,  and  prove,  we  trust,  of  special  value  to  those 
who  are  inclined  to  regard  science  as  hostile  to  religion.  The 
author  affects,  however,  no  judicial  impartiality  in  conducting  his 
argument,  but  purposely  throws  himself  into  it  with  all  the  feel- 
ing and  earnestness  of  an  advocate  anxious  to  carry  a  point.  It  is 
in  this  magnetic  glow,  indeed,  that  the  strength  of  the  book  chief- 
ly lies.  The  logic  of  it  could  be  put  in  a  nutshell.  But  that  logic 
is  vitalized  and  made  effective  by  the  force  and  richness  of  the 
illustrations  drawn  from  the  various  fields  of  science.  It  is  these 
all  glowing,  often  with  poetic  fervor,  that  rivet  the  attention  at 
once,  and  carry  the  reader  insensibly  on  from  topic  to  topic.  In 
some  of  the  lectures,  indeed,  the  argument  assumes  the  elevation 
and  almost  the  form  of  a  grand  poem.  The  sixth,  for  example, 
like  a  sublime  ode,  returns,  strophe  by  strophe,  with  each  point 
made  in  the  argument,  to  the  same  exultant  chorus,  which  be- 
comes at  once  a  quod  erat  demonstrandum  to  the  understand- 
ing, and  an  inspiration  of  faith  to  the  heart. 

The  second  volume  promises  to  be  even  more  attractive  than 
the  first ;  for  it  is  to  be  still  more  replete  with  the  marvels  and 
sublimities  of  the  sciences,  as  illustrative  of  the  argument.  We 
welcome  the  work,  then,  as  a  valuable  contribution  to  Natural 
Theology,  especially  for  general  readers.  It  is  too  much  forgotten 
by  many  that  God  may  be  studied  in  flower  and  forest,  in  storm 
and  star,  and  in  the  soul  of  man,  as  well  as  in  Moses  and  the  pro- 


*  Patir  Mftndi  ;  (mt,  Modern  Seienee  te$Hfying  to  the  Heavenly  Father.  Being 
in  fubstanoe  lectures  delivered  to  senior  classes  in  Amherst  College.  By  the  Rkt. 
B.  F.  Burr,  D.D.,  author  of  "  Ecce  CoBlnm."  In  two  yolumes.  YoL  I.  Boston; 
Nichols  and  Noyes,  No.  117  Washington  Street    1870.    Sva  pp.  294. 
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phets.    The  glowing  pages  of  Pater  Mundi  teach  impressively 
that  the  God  of  Revelation  is  the  God  of  Nature  as  well. 

The  title  sufficiently  indicates  the  general  scope  and  object  of 
the  work.  There  are  eight  lectures  in  this  volume.  Having  heard 
most  of  them  as  delivered,  and  since  read  them  with  added  inter- 
est, we  can  cordially  reccommend  the  work  as  one  that  will  be 
found  both  interesting  and  instructive.  Its  general  boldness  and 
originality  of  style  may  be  inferred  from  its  striking  dedication : 
— "  To  the  Hbavenlt  Fathbb  to  whom  we  dedicate  our 
Sabbaths^  our  Sanctuaries,  and  ourselvesy  Thbsb  Volumes,  in 
illustration  of  his  being  and  greatness,  are  reverentfy  inscribedJ*^ 

Immobtality.* — Perowne's  Four  Sermons  on  Immortality  treat 
the  subject  within  narrow  limits  in  a  far  more  comprehensive  and 
many-sided  way  than  is  common  even  with  theological  lecturem. 
The  Lectures  are  entitled — The  Future  Life.  The  Hope  of  the 
Gentile.  The  Hope  of  the  Jew.  The  Hope  of  the  Christian.  In 
the  first,  the  modem  theories  are  satisfactorily,  though,  of  neces- 
sity, not  very  exhaustively  discussed,  in  the  three  forms  of  scien- 
tific materialism,  philosophical  pantheism,  and  necromantic  spirit- 
ualism. In  the  second,  are  expounded  the  conceptions  of  the 
future  life  which  were  taught  and  held  respectively  by  the  Egyp- 
tian, the  Greek,  and  the  Oriental.  In  the  third,  the  Hope  of  the 
Jew  is  discussed  at  length,  and  in  this  is  examined  with  some 
care  and  scholarship  the  oft  mooted  questions,  how  far  a  tuture 
life  was  revealed  to  the  Hebrews  by  their  prophets  and  inspired 
teachers,  and  how  fully  and  distinctly  they  recognized  such  a  life 
in  their  practical  faith.  We  cannot  say  these  questions  ai*e  as 
sharply  discriminated  as  we  fancy  they  might  and  ought  to  be, 
but  we  find  some  very  good  thoughts  upon  each.  The  Hope  of 
the  Christian,  or  the  Christian  doctrine  of  the  future  life,  is  the 
theme  of  the  last  lecture.  This  hope  is  made  to  rest  on  two 
facts,  the  Resurrection  of  Christ  and  the  inner  life  of  the  spirit, 
and  is  confirmed  by  the  consideration  of  the  analogies  of  Nature. 
The  discussions  of  all  these  topics  indicate  a  mind  fully  alive  to 
tlie  questions  of  the  times,  and  accustomed  to  thorough  and  inde- 
pendent investigation.    While,  as  we  have  said,  they  are  neither 

*  Immart<Uity,  Four  Sermont  preached  before  the  University  of  Cambridge. 
BeiDg  the  Huteean  Lectures  for  1868.  By  J.  J.  Stewart  Pkbowni,  B.  D.,  Vice- 
Principal  and  Professor  of  Hebrew  in  St  Davids  College,  Lampeter,  etc,  etc 
New  York:  Anson  D.  F.  Randolph  A  Co.     1870. 
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80  profound  nor  so  exhanstive  as  might  be  conceived  to  be  possi- 
ble, they  are  sufficiently  so  for  the  majority  of  readers,  and  they 
are  written  in  a  lucid  and  pleasing  style.  The  preface  notices  Mr. 
Huxley's  much  talked  of  paper  on  the  Physical  Basis  of  Life,  and 
the  Appendix  No.  I.  is  an  extract  from  Professor  Tyndall's  ad- 
dress before  jthe  British  Association  at  Norwich.  No.  EL  dis- 
cusses Job  xix,  24-26.  No.  III.  treats,  a  little  more  critically  than 
the  text,  of  the  Jewish  doctrine  of  the  Future  Life.  No.  IV.  cites 
a  fine  passage  from  Nitszch  on  the  Christian  doctrine.  This  little 
volume,  as  will  be  inferred  from  this  criticism  of  its  contents,  is 
very  timely,  and  it  deserves  general  circulation. 

Mb.  Mubbat's  Music  Hjlll  Sebmons.* — Mr.  Murray  having 
turned  from  deer-stalking  and  trout  fishing  to  his  genuine  avoca- 
tion as  a  preacher,  shows  that  the  qualities  which  made  him  suc- 
cessful among  the  Adirondac  hills  and  ponds  may  be  turned  to 
good  account  in  some  other  ways.  A  bold  hand  and  quick  eye, 
art  in  throwing  the  bait,  tenacity  in  holding  on  to  the  prey,  a  lit- 
tle rashness  in  shooting  the  rapids  of  argument,  and  a  dash  too 
much  of  foam  in  the  rhetoric,  but  a  knack  at  coming  out  high 
and  dry,  safe  and  sound,  and  a  real  love  and  tender  charity  for 
the  victims  of  his  skill — these  qualities  have  not  deserted  him 
when  he  has  followed  higher  game.  We  have  read  this  comfort- 
able little  volume  of  twelve  sermons  with  much  pleasure  and 
profit.  The  style  is  graphic  and  the  thought  fresh.  There  is  con- 
siderable power  exhibited  in  picturesque  and  moral  word-paint- 
ing. The  sermons  have  point,  speak  right  out,  and  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  cut  right  and  lefl  on  occasions.  Often  they  have  beauty 
of  illustration  drawn  from  pure  nature.  The  element  of  Christian 
hope  runs  through  them.  The  discourse  on  the  **  Divine  Friend- 
ship ^'  is  a  fine  and  brave  discourse.  The  last  sermon  on  *'  The 
Moral  Condition  of  Boston  and  How  to  Improve  it,"  treats  a  dif- 
ficult subject  with  delicacy,  sagacity,  and  honesty.  That  system 
which  educates  highly,  and  yet  which  affords  no  corresponding 
means  of  gratifying  the  newly  refined  tastes  which  it  originates,  is 
justly  and  temperately  criticised.  Some  passages  of  this  sermon 
have  an  incisive  and  vigorous  style  promising  good  things  in  the 
future,  when  a  sobered  strength  shall  have  taught  the  preacher 
to  repress  exuberance  without  destroying  individuality. 

*  Miuie  Hall  Sermom,    By  William  H.  H.  Muesat,  Pastor  of  Park  Street 
Church.  Boston.    Boston :  Fields,  Osgood,  &  Ca    1870. 
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Archbishop  Whatblt's  Essays.* — ^Arobbishop  Wbately's  well 
known  Essays,  and  his  '^Historic  Doubts,'^  are  reprinted  by  Mr. 
Warren  F.  Draper,  of  Andover,  in  a  neat  and  carefal  manner, 
and  are  bound  in  the  same  volarae.  The  subjects  of  the  Essays 
are  as  follows.  Revelation  of  a  future  state.  On  the  Declaration 
of  Ood  in  His  Son.  On  Love  towards  Christ  as  a  motive  to  obe. 
dience.  On  the  Practical  Character  of  Revelation.  On  the  Exam- 
ple of  Children  as  proposed  to  Christians.  On  the  Omission  of  a 
system  of  articles  of  Faith,  Liturgies,  and  Ecclesiastical  Canons. 
To  these  is  added  an  appendix  on  the  Absence  of  a  Priesthood. 
Of  these  esnays,  the  first  and  the  fourth  have  attracted  the  most 
attention,  and  have  elicited  an  active  discussion  as  to  their  sound- 
ness. In  the  first,  the  author  asserts,  more  positively  than  most 
modern  Christian  writers,  that  the  wisest  and  the  most  thought- 
ful of  the  ancients  did  not  believe  in  a  future  state.  He  also  in- 
sists that  the  Mosaic  Revelation  neither  made  known  nor  recog- 
nized a  happy  future  state  as  the  reward  of  human  virtue,  but 
that  it  is  in  Christianity  alone  that  such  a  hope  is  warranted. 
The  Essay  on  the  practical  character  of  Revelation  has  been  criti- 
cised very  sharply  as  opening  the  way  to  latitudlnarian  senti- 
ments, and,  when  taken  with  two  or  three  passages  in  the  appen- 
dix to  the  author's  Logic,  as  teaching  Sabellian  views  of  the 
Trinity.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  Whately's  views  on  par- 
ticular doctrines  of  the  Christian  system,  no  one  can  question  his 
sturdy  good  sense,  his  discriminating  judgment,  and  his  large- 
hearted  catholicity.  In  some  respects  it  might  seem  that,  perhaps, 
his  views  have  been  outgrown  by  the  new  forms  of  infidelity  and 
of  orthodoxy  which  have  come  into  being  since  his  time.  It 
will  be  found,  however,  that  his  deliberate  opinion  upon  any  fun- 
damental question  is  always  worth  considering,  and  often  contains 
more  weighty  thought  than  the  unpretending  manner  of  stating 
it  would  indicate. 

*  Eway  <m  8cm%  of  ikt  Peeuliaritis*  of  tke  Ohrittian  Jieligum,  B j  Biohasd 
Whatilt,  D.  D.,  Archbishop  of  DubliD.  From  the  SoTenth  London  Edition. 
Andover:  Warren F.  Draper.     IStO. 

Historic  Dwibtf  reiative  to  Napoleon  Bwmapartt,  From  the  Eleventh  London 
Edition.    Andover:  Warren  F.  Draper.     1S70. 
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The  Sacrifice  of  Pbaisb.* — ^This  book  is  modestly  put  forth 
without  the  sauotioD  of  any  name,  the  compilers  choosing  to  style 
themselves  "  A  Committee  of  the  Session  of  the  Brick  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  New  York.'*  The  design  expressed  in  its  title  and 
preface  is  to  present  a  selection  of  the  best  Hymns  to  the  exclusion 
of  a  large  number  of  the  less  effective.  In  England  public  taste 
has  demanded  works  of  tliis  kind,  in  lieu  of  the  multitudinous 
hymns  and  centos,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  which  had  swelled 
collections  there,  as  they  had  here,  up  to  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred. 
The  public  is  beginning  to  see  that  very  short  hymns  are  a  mis- 
take as  well  as  very  long  ones  A  congregation  has  no  time  to 
draw  spiritual  nourishment  fi'om  a  hymn  of  two  or  three  verses, 
and  the  tendency  now  in  England  is  to  take  a  smaller  number  of 
hymns,  and  these  more  perfect  in  character.  ^^  Hymns,  Ancient 
and  Modern,"  the  most  popular  of  English  hymn-books,  contains 
886  Hymns;  Lyra  Brittanica,  London,  1867,  660  Hymns;  The 
Scottish  Hymnal,  1868,  200  Hymns;  The  Peoples'  Hymnal,  1868, 
600  Hymns  ;  The  United  Presbyterian,  468  Hymns ;  The  Congre- 
gational Union,  748  Hymns. 

The  Sacrifice  of  Praise,  designed  for  private  devotion  as  well  as 
public  worship,  and  containing  Psalms,  Hymns,  and  Spiritual 
Songs,  is  limited  to  616  Lyrics.  The  principle  of  giving  the  text 
of  the  hymns,  as  originally  written,  is  quite  faithfully  adhered  to. 

The  greatest  variety  of  opinion  has  been  expressed  as  to  what 
constitutes  a  good  hymn.  Didactic  hymns  have  been  condemned 
because  '^  if  the  sermon  preaches,  and  the  hymn  also,  the  monot- 
ony of  the  service  will  occasion  uneasiness."  Subjective  hymns 
have  been  objected  to  as  unfit  for  the  united  worship  of  a  congre- 
gation. Watts's  lines,  **When  T  can  read  my  title  clear,"  are 
omitted  by  one  compiler  because  he  thinks  them  "  gravely  wrong 
in  doctrine,"  and  "There  is  a  land  of  pure  delight,"  because 
**  seriously  faultly  in  style."  The  well-known  hymn  of  Mont- 
gomery, "  Prayer  is  the  soul's  sincere  desire,"  is  claimed  to  be  in- 
admissible because  it  is  merely  a  definition  of  prayer.  Other 
critics  have  deemed  it  important  to  tone  down  the  originally  fer- 
vent utterances  of  Wesley  and  Heber,  though  far  less  fervent  than 
their  inspired  model,  the  Psalms.     Men  in  their  enthusiastic  devo- 

*  The  Sacrifice  of  Praiee,  Ptalms,  Hymns,  and  Spiritual  Songs,  desired  for 
poblio  worship  and  private  deTotion,  with  notes  on  the  origin  of  Hymns.  New 
York:  Charles  Scribner  <b  Co.     1870. 
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tion  to  the  true  doctrine,  have  forgotten  that  in  hymns,  truth  is 
necessarily  presented  "  poetically,  not  dogmatically,  to  the  adoring 
gaze  of  faith  and  love,  not  to  the  discriminating  survey  of  the  in- 
tellect" Some,  desiring  to  improve  on  Toplady  and  Cowper, 
have  recast  their  hymns,  diminishing  by  a  verse  or  two,  "Rock  of 
Ages  "  dropping  out  therefrom  the  idea  that  the  blood  of  Chinst 
cleanses  from  the  guilt  and  power  of  sin,  and  in  the  hymn,  **  There 
is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood,"  destroying  the  immediate  effect  of 
the  antithesis  in  the  last  two  verses.  The  full  effect  of  the  last 
line  of  each  verse  of  Charlotte  Elliott's  exquisite  hymn,  **  My  God 
is  any  hour  so  sweet,"  has  been  destroyed  by  the  addition  of 
adjectives  in  order  to  suit  the  tune  I  Sir  John  Bowring's  admira- 
ble hymn,  **  God  is  love,  his  mercy  brightens,"  has  been  objected 
to  as  too  full  of  aspirates  and  sibilants.  These  are  samples  of 
that  variety  of  opinion  which  brings  home  the  question  whether 
our  rule  should  be  to  prove  faithful  to  the  poet's  text,  or  whether 
our  hymns  shall  be  mutilated,  recast,  and  their  appeals  to  the  in- 
tellect and  the  affections  be  sacrificed  in  order  to  subordinate  them 
to  the  tune  or  to  the  views  of  every  new  compiler. 

The  Committee  of  the  Brick  Church  appear  to  have  entirely 
disregarded  such  criticisms  as  we  have  referred  to.  Betaking 
themselves  to  the  Word  of  God  for  their  guidance,  they  have,  in 
their  preface,  vindicated  the  bold  and  unqualified  presentation  of 
different  aspects  of  the  truth.  They  also  say :  "  In  preparing  the 
present  selection  of  hymns,  those  passages  of  Scripture  have  been 
kept  in  view  which  teach  that  the  object  of  praise  is  to  glorify 
God  (Ps.  1.,  28)  that  the  understanding  and  spirit  are  to  be  exer- 
cised in  worship  (1  Cor.  xiv.,  1 5)  and  that  Christians  should  teach 
and  admonish  one  another  in  Psalms,  and  Hymns,  and  Spiritual 
Songs,"  (Col.  iii.,  16).  A  sermon  preached  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  Rev.  Dr.  James  O.  Murray  (which  has  been  pub- 
lished by  C.  Scribner  A  Co.)  on  the  subject  of  Christian  Hymn- 
ology,  shows  that  the  questions  of  merit  on  which  they  formed 
their  opinions  were,  Is  the  hymn  based  on  Scriptural  truth? 
Does  it  bear  the  Scriptural  test  of  ministering  to  the  intellect  and 
the  heart,  and  is  it  lyrical  ? 

The  result  of  their  labors,  based  on  these  principles,  is  a  col- 
lection distinguished  by  literary  excellence  and  spiritual  power, 
which  represents  the  varioub  phases  of  Christian  feeling  and  expe- 
rience in  different  souls  and  under  varying  circumstances.  The 
hymns  are  chiefly  those  of  writers  of  celebrity,  like  Watts,  Dodd- 
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ridge,  Wesley,  Toplady,  Oowper,  Newton,  Lyte,  and  Heber,  their 
names  and  the  dates  being  attached  to  their  compositions.  An 
Index  of  Authors,  comprising  over  one  hundred  and  sixty  names, 
from  Ambrose  and  Anatolius,  in  the  fourth  and  fifbh  centuries, 
down  to  the  writers  of  our  own  day  is  added,  affording  evidence 
of  research,  and  that  the  committee  have  gathered  beside  all 
waters  in  a  truly  catholic  spirit.  A  Prayer,  affording  a  good 
index  to  the  state  of  heart  with  which  the  sacrifice  of  praise 
should  be  offered,  precedes  the  Hymns.  The  restoration  of  the 
glowing  language  of  the  original  text,  together  with  more  than 
one  hundred  lyrics  not  common  in  any  American  collection,  and 
the  introduction  of  much  valuable  information  in  the  notes  re- 
garding the  origin  of  hymns  give  a  freshness  to  the  book,  and 
must  cause  it  to  be  highly  prized  wherever  used.  It  is  admirably 
adapted  for  private  use. 

We  have  no  space  left  to  illustrate  the  great  improvement  made 
in  the  restoration  of  hymns,  but  must  content  ourselves  by  quoting 
No.  165,  as  a  fair  average  of  the  newer  lyrics  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee: 

"  Not  yet  ye  people  of  His  graces 
Ye  see  your  Sftvioor  face  to  face; 
Not  yet  enamored  eyes  ye  bring 
Unto  the  glory  of  yonr  King. 

'*  Ye  follow  in  Hit  steps  below. 
Along  His  thorny  way  ye  go, 
Ye  stand  His  bitter  cross  beside, 
Ye  ding  to  Him,  the  crucified. 

*'  Upon  His  grace  ye  banquet  here : 
Ye  know  Him  trae,  ye  feel  Him  near; 
The  bahn  of  Uis  dear  blood  ye  bless ; 
Ye  wear  His  robe  of  ri^teonsnesa, 

**  But  greater  shall  the  wonder  grow. 
But  mightier  shall  the  Joy  overflow; 
Upon  your  Lord,  ye  yet  shall  gaze 
And  look  your  Iotc  and  sweet  amase. 

**0  make  me  meet  for  joy  like  this! 
O I  grant  me  grace  to  bear  the  blow, 
To  set  my  heart  on  Thee  below, 
No  other  lord  or  lo?e  to  know. 
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'*  Then  shall  I  set  my  eyes  on  Thee ; 
The  King  in  all  His  beauty  see. 
And  gaang  on  forpvermore. 
Glow  with  the  beauty  I  adore. 

**Tboma8  H.  Gill,  1869." 

Db.  Murray's  Sermon  on  Christian  Hymnology.* — This  ex- 
cellent Discourse  was  preached  on  the  occasion  of  the  introduction 
of  the  author's  Hymn  Book  into  the  public  services  of  the  Church 
of  which  he  is  the  Pastor. '  The  scholarship  and  taste  of  Dr.  Mur- 
ray are,  without  pretense  or  ostentation,  and  with  entire  subordi- 
nation to  the  motive  of  edification,  illustrated  on  every  page. 
We  know  not  where  to  find  in  so  brief  a  form,  so  much  information, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  so  much  instructive  thought,  on  the  subject 
of  Hymns,  as  this  Discourse  presents.  We  have  room  for  only  a 
brief  extract  relating  to  Congregational  Singing : 

'*  The  reasons  for  insisting  on  congregiitional  singing  are  few  and  simple,  but 
ihey  are  incontroTettible^ 

**  1st.  Only  by  such  a  service  of  song  can  we  imitate  the  example  of  our  Lord 
and  his  Apostlea 

*'  2d.  The  best  and  largest  part  of  our  churches  calla  for  it  If  this  part  de- 
sires to  sing  the  praise  of  God  with  its  own  lips,  it  is  arbitrary  and  unjust  to  de- 
prive it  of  the  privilege,  that  the  tastes  of  the  few  may  be  gratified  by  choir 
performances.  Not  only  so,  but  if  it  is  debarred  the  privilege,  what  becomes  of 
the  spirituality  in  the  worship  of  song  f 

'*  8d.  The  evidence  is  abundant  that  spiritual  life  is  evoked  from  our  hymnology 
only  so  far  as  it  is  personally  appropriated  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  individu- 
al  Christian. 

"  4th.  In  the  times  of  highest  and  purest  spiritual  activity,  the  church  of 
Christ  has  always  demanded  congregational  singing.  Revivals  of  religion  tole- 
rate nothing  else.  But  we  have  great  need  to  remember  that  congregational 
singing  is  not  something  which  comet  of  itself  and  without  effort,  *  If/f  said 
John  Calvin,  '  the  singing  is  such  as  befits  the  reverence  which  we  ought  to  feel 
when  we  sing  before  Ood  and  the  angels,  it  is  an  ornament  which  bestows  grace 
and  dignity  upon  our  worship ;  and  it  is  an  excellent  method  of  kindling  the  heart, 
and  making  it  bum  with  great  ardor  in  prayer.  But  we  must  at  all  times  take 
heed  lest  the  ear  should  be  more  attentive  to  the  harmony  of  the  sound  than  the 
soul  to  the  hidden  meaning  of  thp  words.' 

"  So  profoundly  was  he  convinced  that  special  pains  nmst  be  taken  in  order  to 
secure  an  effective  congregational  sieging,  that  a  music  teaeher  was  secured,  paid 

*  CkrUiian  Hymnology, — A.  Sermon  preached  in  the  Brick  Church,  New 
York,  December  12th,  1869.  By  Jamis  O.  Mureat,  D.  D.,  Associate  Pastor. 
Published  by  request  of  the  Session.  New  York:  Charles  Scribner  k  Co. 
IStO. 

f  Institutes,  Ch.  zx. 
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by  the  State,  who  g«ye  lessons  three  times  a  week  to  several  choirs  of  children. 
They  seem  to  have  led  the  congregatiOD  in  its  serrice  of  song  after  a  carefnl 
trainiug  for  the  parpose.  Calvin's  idea  of  Church  music  was  exactly  that  of 
Israers  psalmist :  Both  young  men  and  maidens^  old  men  and  ehildren^  let  them 
praiee  the  nmifte  of  the  Lord  We  have  need  to  follow  closely  the  example  of  oar 
great  leader,  io  the  cultivation  of  sacred  song,  as  well  as  in  his  theology.  First,  the 
service  of  praise  must  be  exalted  as  a  part  of  worship.  Then  the  Jittest  mediums 
of  soDg-worship,  in  the  choicest  chants  aod  hymns,  should  be  famished  the  people 
of  Ood,  and  the  tame,  mediocre,  insipid,  prosaic  rhymes  on  spiritual  themes, 
falsely  called  pealms  or  hymns  or  spiritual  son^,  discarded.  And  then  by  a 
direct  education  of  the  people  in  singing  these  hymns  to  suitable  tunes,  the 
latent  capacities  for  conj^egational  singing  in  our  churches  should  be  called  out. 
This  will  take  time  and  pains,  but  it  is  well  worth  all  it  will  cost.  In  no  dim  or 
deubtful  sense  will  it  prove  true,  that  a  revival  of  the  spirit  of  Christian  song  is  a 
revival  of  religion.*'    pp.  89,  40,  41. 

Thb  Ante-Nicknk  Librabt. — Messrs.  ScribDer,  Welford,  A 
Co.,  have  received  two  new  volames  of  the  English  Translation 
of  the  Ante-Nicene  theologians, — viz.  a  volume  containing  the 
treatises  of  Cyprian,  both  those  which  are  known  to  be  genuine, 
and  those  which  are  questionable ;  also  the  writings  of  Novatian, 
the  Octavius  of  Minncius  Felix,  etc. ;  and  a  volume  comprising 
the  Writings  of  Methodius,  of  Alexander  of  Alexandria,  the 
spurious  Epistles  of  Clement  of  Rome  concerning  Virginity,  and 
a  variety  of  minor  treatises  and  fragments  of  other  ecclesiastical 
writers.  The  entire  series,  of  which  these  two  volumes  are  a  part^ 
will  have  the  effect  to  bring  the  Fathers  of  the  First  Period  to 
the  knowledge  of  many  who  could  never  resort  to  the  original 
works.  It  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped  that  the  enterprize  will  receive 
sufficient  encouragement  to  induce  the  Scottish  publishers  (Messrs. 
Clark  of  Edinburgh)  to  give  us  the  works  of  Origen  entire.  He 
is  the  most  important  of  the  Pre-Nicene  Fathers,  and  his  volumin- 
ous writings,  if  presented  in  an  English  dress,  would  be  much 
more  valuable  than  are  many  of  the  documents  which  enter  into 
the  volumes  last  issued. 

Smith's  Dictionaby  of  thb  Biblb.— The  xxv.th  number  of 
Doctors  Hackett  and  Abbot's  edition  of  this  work  brings  it 
down  to,  or  rather  into,  the  Article,  "Samaritan  Pentateuch." 
In  typography  and  literary  excellence  we  observe  no  falling  oflf  in 
the  later  numbers  as  compared  with  the  earlier.  The  American 
edition,  as  we  have  before  said,  is  a  great  improvement  upon  the 
Dictionary  as  originally  published  in  England. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  E.  W.  Beeeherh  Sermons.  339 

Henby  Ward  Beechbb's  Sebmons.* — It  is  a  little  remarkable 
that  till  now  there  has  not  been  what  mii^^ht  be  called  a  handsome 
"  library  edition  "  of  the  sermons  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  the 
preacher  who  is  more  widely  known  than  auy  other  in  America. 
For  years,  it  has  seemed  as  if  there  could  hardly  be  anywhere  a 
first-class  religious  newspaper,  in  New  York  City  or  out  of  it,  un- 
less its  conductors  gave  weekly  a  full  report  of  one  of  his  sermons ; 
or  at  least  a  sketch  of  some  one  of  his  ^'  lecture  room  talks.''  But 
at  last  we  have  two  handsome  good  sized  octavo  volumes,  which 
are  published  by  Messrs  J.  B.  Ford  A  Co.,  from  "  verbatim  reports 
by  T.  J.  EUingwood,*'  to  which  Mr,  Beecher  has  himself  added  a 
preface. 

This  preface  covers  bat  two  pages,  but  it  is  by  no  means  the 
least  interesting  part  of  the  book.  We  should  like  to  transfer  the 
whole  of  it  to  our  pages,  as  it  shows  what  this  great  pnlpit  orator 
deems  essential  to  success  in  gaining  the  interested  attention  of 
church  going  people  who  listen  to  sermons. 

Mr.  Beecher  siys  that  sermons  will  be  *'  interesting,"  not  so 
much  '^  by  the  merit  of  their  contents,"  as  ^'  by  their  skilfnll  adap 
tation  to  the  wants  of  men."  And  again :  "  The  master  sermons  of 
one  age  will  fall  powerless  on  another."  "  The  sermons  that  will 
be  read  by  multidudes  are  those  which  bring  God's  infinite  truth 
into  vital  relations  with  the  thoughts,  sympathies,  enterprises, 
habits,  loves,  hatreds,  temptations  and  sins,  ideals  and  aspirations 
of  the  times  in  which  the  preacher  lives."  And  again :  "A  few 
sermons  there  are,  a  very  few,  that  so  grasp  the  heart  truths  in 
their  univeisal  forms  as  to  be  interesting  and  powerful  alike  in 
every  age.  But  few  good  sermons  can  live  longer  than  the  gen- 
eration for  which  they  were  made.  The  true  preacher  is  to  be 
eminently  a  man  of  his  own  time." 

In  other  words,  every  congregation  is  always,  and  without  ex- 
ception, under  the  sway  of  a  thousand  subtle  influences  that  are 
changing  imperceptibly  even  from  week  to  week.  Each  individ- 
ual feels  them,  though  no  man  can  analyse  them.  There  is  what 
may  be  called  the  "  spirit  of  the  week,"  or  the  "  spirit  of  the  occa- 
sion,"— more  evanescent  even  than  the  "  spirit  of  the  times."  Now 
the  "  merit "  of  the  sermons  of  two  preachers  being    equal,  the 

•  TkB  8ermon9  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  In  Plymouth  Church,  Brooklyn.  Prom 
verbatim  reports  by  T.  J.  Elliwowood.  "  Plymouth  Pulpit."  First  Series — 
September,  1868-MArch,  1869.  Second  Series — March-September,  1869.  New 
Tork :  J.  B.  Ford  <b  Co.     1869.    8yo.  pp.  488,466. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


310  Notices  of  New  BooJc9.  [^V^'^\ 

clergyman  who  takes  advantage  of  this  subtle  state  of  feeling  in  the 
congregation,  even  by  the  slightest  allusion,  finds  the  fuel  as  it  were 
all  prepared,  ready  to  his  hand ;  and  fire  is  kindled  at  once,  and 
no  one  knows  how.  While  the  preacher  who  does  not  adapt  him- 
self to  this  sabtle  spirit,  will  find  little  or  no  response.  He  works 
at  an  immense  disadvantage.  He  has  to  dry  his  wood  before  he 
can  hope  to  fire  it. 

During  the  war,  a  very  popular  clergyman  preached  a  sermon 
on  the  nature  of  God's  government  over  men.  It  was  a  solid,  in- 
structive sermon,  and  the  congregation  evidently  followed  him 
with  interest  and  satisfaction  as  he  developed  his  argument.  But 
there  was  no  special  glow  in  the  pulpit,  and  no  warm  response 
from  the  pews.  At  last,  the  preacher  had  suflSciently  felt  his  way, 
and  brought  out  the  doctrine  of  his  discourse  in  such  a  way  as  to 
convince  the  intellect,  when  he  proceeded  to  remind  his  hearers  that 
one  of  the  characteristics  of  a  good  government  is,  that  it  does  not 
make  itself  conspicuously  seen  or  felt.  Often  under  a  good  govern- 
ment men  scarcely  know  that  there  is  any  government  at  alL 
But,  said  he,  changing  his  manner,  and  with  tones  that  fairly 
electrified  the  whole  congregation,  "  if  you  want  to  find  whether 
you  are  under  a  government,  Fire  on  Fort  Sumter  I"  If  a  can- 
non ball  had  crashed  through  the  walls  of  the  church,  it  could  not 
have  produced  more  emotion.  From  that  moment  the  orator  had 
his  audience  breathless  and  spell-bound.  Now  suppose  he  had 
said  those  very  same  words  five  years  before,  they  would  have 
fallen  cold  and  dead.  Suppose  they  had  been  uttered  before  a 
a  British  audience,  in  a  British  church,  that  very  Sunday  morning. 
We  repeat  our  quotation  from  Mr.  Beeoher's  preface:  "The 
mastei  sermons  of  one  age  will  fall  powerless  on  another.''  Many 
a  minister  has  found  that  a  sermon  which  e^en  one  short  year  be- 
fore seemed  to  carry  all  before  it,  had  with  the  lapse  of  a  twelve- 
month somehow  lost  all  its  special  power.  To  quote  Mr.  Beecher 
again,  there  must  be  a  ^'  vital  relation  "  between  the  sermon  and 
the  '*  thoughts,  sympathies,  enterprises,  habits,  loves,  hatreds, 
temptations  and  sins,  ideals  and  aspirations  "  which  then  and  there 
are  swaying  the  minds  of  the  hearers.  And,  as  we  understand  it, 
it  is  by  working  ever  on  this  line  that  Mr.  Beecher  has  attained 
his  success  and  his  reputation. 
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Thb  Overtdtbb  of  Angels.* — Messrs.  J.  B.  Ford  A  Co.,  have 
also  published  in  a  beautiful  volume,  with  the  title  which  we  here 
put  down,  that  portion  of  Mr.  Beecher's  forthcoming  "  Life  of 
JesuH,— the  Christ,"  which  depicts  the  scenes  and  events  that 
duster  about  the  birth  of  our  Lord. 

Rev.  Mb.  Gage's  "  Relief  Maps  "  of  Palestine. — The  Rev. 
W.  L.  Gage,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  published  some  months  ago  a 
"  Relief  Map "  of  Palestine,  which  has  been  widely  sold,  and  is 
now  quite  generally  known.  He  proposes  to  publish,  on  the  first 
of  May,  "  A  Relief  Map  of  New  Testament  Palestine,"  in  similar 
style,  and  on  July  15th,  he  will  also  publish  a  Map  of  the  Sinaitic 
Peninsula,  and  the  Scene  of  the  Wanderings  of  the  Israelites. 
The  price  of  the  first  two  maps,  neatly  framed,  is  $1  each ;  and 
they  may  be  had  by  remitting  this  sum  to  Mr.  Gage  by  mail. 
The  price  of  the  Map  of  the  Sinaitic  Peninsula  will  be  $1.50. 
These  sums  will  cover  the  cost  of  transportation  to  any  part  of 
the  United  States.  The  maps  are  put  up  in  such  a  way  that  they 
ought  to  go  without  being  injured  to  the  most  remote  parts  of 
the  country. 

historical  and  biographical. 

The  xi.th  and  xilth  Volumes  of  Frottde's  History  of 
England.! — These  volumes  appear  with  a  change  of  title,  indica- 
ting that  instead  of  proceeding  to  the  close  of  Elizabeth's  reign, 
the  work  terminates  with  the  defeat  of  the  Armada.  These  vol- 
umes are,  therefore,  the  last  of  the  series.  Mr.  Fronde's  reason 
for  stopping  at  this  point  is  not  a  very  conclusive  one ;  since  the 
supremacy  of  Protestantism  in  England  can  hardly  be  considered 
to  have  been  absolutely  settled  until  the  Revolution  of  '88.  The 
two  volumes  before  us  are  filled  up  with  the  intrigues  of  the  Euro- 
pean Princes  and  Cabinets,  which  are  narrated  with  the  author's 
wonted  perspicuity  and  liveliness,  and  with  the  utmost  detail. 
The  stirring  events  are  the  execution  of  the  Queen  of  Soots  and 
the   dispersion  and  defeat  of  Philip's  fleet.    The  most  obvious 


*  The  Overture  of  AngeU.  By  Hknrt  Ward  Rbbohsb.  New  York:  J.  B. 
Ford  k  Ca     Svo.    pp.  66. 

t  History  of  JSngtand  fr<nn  the  Fall  of  WoUey  to  the  Defeat  o/theSpaniah 
Artnada.  By  James  Anthony  Feouds,  M.  A.  (Vols.  xi.  tnd  jM)  New  York : 
0.  Scribner  <fc  Co.    1870. 
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merits  of  Froade  are  his  masterly  skill  in  the  grouping  of  events, 
his  descnptive  power,  and  his  animated  and  hrilliant  style.  His 
work  is  not  in  the  "  old  Almanac  style,"  as  the  dry,  unreadable 
method  of  composing  history  has  been  characterized.  As  to  the 
more  solid  qualifications  for  historical  writing,  it  is  evident  that 
Mr.  Froude  has  diligently  explored  the  materials  offered  to  his  in- 
spection in  the  State  Paper  Office,  and  in  the  Spanish  Archives. 
Whether  he  has  accurately  followed  and  cited  his  documents  can- 
not be  absolutely  decided  until  they  shall  have  been  examined  by 
others  or  presented  to  the  public  in  print.  A  rather  savage  criti- 
cism of  Froude,  in  the  "  Saturday  Review,**  taxes  him  with  "  in- 
curable inaccuracy,"  but  brings  little  proof  in  support  of  the  im- 
putation. The  examples  of  inexact  statement,  which  the  Review- 
er adduces,  are  mostly  trivial.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  a 
smartness  and  evident  taste  for  strong  coloring  in  Froude,  which 
excite  a  certain  degree  of  distrust,  and  make  us  regret  the 
absence  of  more  abundant,  and  explicit  marginal  evidence  for  the 
statements  of  the  text.  As  a  lively  and  powerful  picture  of  an 
eventful  portion  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  the  later  volumes  of  this 
work  will  always  maintain  a  very  high  rank.  In  some  other  as- 
pects, as  a  historical  production,  it  is,  in  a  marked  degree,  defi- 
cient. The  Constitutional  History  of  this  formative  and  preg- 
nant period  is  very  scantily  and  imperfectly  treated.  A  student 
of  the  growth  of  the  English  system  of  government  must  resort 
to  Hallam  and  other  writers,  for  he  will  derive  little  satisfaction 
from  Froude.  The  greatest  defect,  however,  is  in  the  way  in 
which  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  England  is  treated.  Much 
complaint  is  made,  and  with  some  justice,  of  the  hostility  and 
contempt  with  which  the  English  Episcopal  Church  is  uniformly 
mentioned.  What  a  meagre  and,  in  many  respects,  positively  in- 
correct idea  of  the  progress  and  character  of  Protestantism  in 
England  would  be  gained,  if  a  reader  were  shut  up  to  the  in- 
Btmctions  of  this  history !  The  Author  is  one  of  the  free-thinkers 
of  the  "  earnest  **  type,  and,  with  all  his  vigor  and  terseness,  is  not 
free  from  the  cant  of  his  school.  Many  sentences  and  paragraphs 
Bound  like  an  echo  of  some  of  the  old,  oracular  utterances  of 
Carlyle.  In  fact,  the  moral  judgments  of  Froude  are  not  only 
untrustworthy,  but  are  often  vacillating  and  inconsistent.  It  is 
not  without  indignation  that  one  reads  (Vol.  L,  pp.  35,  36)  the 
observations  upon  the  war  in  the  Netherlands,  and  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  surrender  to  Spain  on  the  part  of  the  heroic  people  who 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  Mom/msen^s  History  of  Rome.  343 

were  founding  a  Great  Republic,  and  giving  an  immortal  example  of 
self-sacrificing  patriotism.  Mr.  Fronde's  estimate  of  the  cTiaracter 
of  Mary  of  Scotland  is  a  righteous  one,  and  will  do  something  to 
dispel  the  halo  which  still  lingers  about  the  brow  of  this  intel- 
lectual, energetic,  fascinating,  but  bad,  mischievous  woman.  So 
his  unveiling  of  the  mendacity,  fickleness,  imprudence,  selfish- 
ness, and  other  evil  traits  of  Elizabeth,  will  aid  in  correcting  thd 
exaggerated  impression  relative  to  her  sagacity  and  genius, 
which  has  not  been  dislodged  from  the  popular  mind.  Wherever 
she  departed  from  Burghley's  counsels,  she  uniformly  blundered. 
We  must  say  of  Fronde's  book,  as  of  so  m^iny  other  books,  that 
being  so  good,  it  is  a  pity  that  it  is  not  better  In  these  last  voL 
umes  there  is,  at  least,  nothing  so  utterly  unpardonable  as  the  de- 
fense of  the  atrocious  murder  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  and  the  hardly 
less  iniquitous  execution  of  Cromwel,  whom,  it  will  be  remember- 
ed, Froude  praises  through  his  whole  career  up  to  the  vwy  steps 
of  the  scaffold,  but  there  turns  round  and  apologises  for  his  de- 
struction. The  story  of  intrigue  and  deception  is  spun  out,  in 
these  volumes,  to  a  somewhat  wearisome  length ;  and  if  Froude, 
in  case  he  proceeded,  were  to  continue  his  narrative  with  the 
same  minuteness,  it  may  be  well  that  he  stops  at  this  point.  We 
think,  however,  that  the  remainder  of  Elizabeth's  reign  might 
well  have  been  presented  with  more  brevity  and  condensation , 
and  thus  completeness  be  given  to  a  work  which  is  really  left  a 
fragment.  Portions  of  history  may  profitably  be  written  in  this 
detailed  fashion,  but  life  is  too  short  to  render  it  possible  for  the 
whole  long  story  of  human  affiiirs  to  be  thus  narrated. 

Mommsbn's  Histoby  op  Romb,  Yolumb  II. — The  first  volume 
of  this  work  was  noticed  at  some  length  in  the  last  Number  of 
the  New  Englander.  The  one  now  before  us  takes  up  the  history 
at  the  opening  of  the  wars  with  Carthage,  in  264  B.  C,  and  car- 
ries it  forward  through  about  a  century,  to  the  close  of  the  third. 
Macedonian  war  in  168.  To  most  readers,  probably,  it  will 
appear  a  much  more  interesting  book  than  its  predecessor.  In  the 
twilight  of  the  early  centuries  of  Rome,  little  Jmore  can  be  seen 
than  the  great  outlines  of  political  and  social  institutions,  and  the 

*  Th9  Biiloiy  of  Borne,  By  Tbcodoe  Momissv.  Tnuialated  by  the  ReT. 
William  P.  DroKsoif,  D.  D.  Yolame  II.  New  York;  Chariee  Soribner  A  Oa 
1870.     12mo.  pp.  668. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


344  NoUoes  of  New  Books.  [April, 

progressive  changes  which  they  undergo.  The  first  volume  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case  was  mainly  a  constitutional  history, 
without  the  interest  which  belongs  to  a  continuous  narrative  and 
to  personal  characters  and  fortunes.  But  with  the  Punic  wars  we 
come  to  a  period  for  which  the  sources  of  authentic  history, 
though  for  times  nearer  to  our  own  they  would  seem  lamentably 
defective,  are  for  the  ancient  world  tolerably  abundant.  The 
events,  too,  unlike  the  petty  wars  of  the  early  republic,  are  on  a 
scale  of  imperial  magnitude,  and  draw  after  them  consequences  of 
enduring  and  incalculable  importance.  The  hundred  years  in- 
cluded in  this  volume  are,  on  the  whole,  the  best  century  of 
Roman  history, — distinguished  by  the  greatest  vigor,  the  most 
heroic  efforts,  the  severest  sacrifices,  and  the  most  dazzling  suc- 
cesses. The  republic  is  now  at  the  acme  of  its  strength  and  glory. 
The  seeds  of  its  decay  and  dissolution  are,  indeed,  already  sown, 
especially  by  the  devastations  of  the  Hannibalian  war,  destroying 
that  class  of  peasant  proprietors,  of  small  land-owners,  which  con- 
stituted the  real  strength  of  the  state.  But  the  symptoms  of  de- 
cline did  not  become  manifest  and  alarming  until  some  time  after 
the  battle  of  Pydna. 

Of  all  the  historic  personages  who  appear  in  this  volume,  the 
grandest  figure  by  far  is  that  of  the  great  Carthaginian,  Hannibal. 
We  quote  the  passage  in  which  Mommsen  introduces  him  to  the 
reader : 

*'  The  voioe  of  his  comrades  now  snmmoned  him — ^the  tried,  although  yonthfol 
general — to  the  chief  command,  and  he  coald  now  execute  the  designs  for  which 
hi?  father  and  brother-in-law  had  Uved  and  died.  He  took  possession  of  the  in- 
heritance, and  he  was  worthy  of  it.  His  eontemporaries  tried  to  cast  stains  of 
▼arioos  sorts  on  his  character ;  the  Romans  charged  him  with  cruelty,  the  Car- 
thaginians with  covetousness ;  and  it  is  true  that  he  hated  as  only  Oriental  natures 
know  how  to  hate,  and  that  a  general  who  never  fell  short  of  money  aud  stores 
can  hardly  have  been  other  than  covetous.  But  though  anger,  and  envy,  and 
meanness  have  written  his  history,  they  have  not  availed  to  mar  the  pure  and 
noble  image  which  it  presents.  Laying  aside  wretched  inventions  which  furnish 
their  own  refutation,  and  some  things  which  his  lieutenants  were  guilty  of  doing 
in  his  name,  nothing  occurs  in  the  accounts  regarding  him  which  may  not  be  jus- 
tified in  the  circumstances  and  According  to  the  international  law,  of  the  times; 
and  all  agree  in  this,  that  he  combined  in  rare  perfection  discretion  aod  enthusi- 
asm, caution  and  energy.  He  was  peculiarly  marked  by  that  inventive  crafti- 
ness, which  forms  one  of  the  leading  traits  of  the  Phcsnician  character ;  he  was 
fond  of  taking  singular  and  unexpected  routes ;  ambushes  and  stratagems  of  all 
sorts  were  familiar  to  him ;  and  he  studied  the  character  of  his  antagonists  with 
unprecedented  care.    By  an  unrivalled  system  of  espionage-— he  had  spies  even 
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in  Rome — ^he  kept  himself  informed  of  the  projects  of  the  enemy ;  he  himself 
was  frequently  Been  wearing  disguises  and  false  hair,  in  order  to  procure  informa- 
tion on  some  point  or  other.  Every  page  of  the  history  of  the  period  attests  his 
genius  as  a  general ;  and  his  gifts  as  a  statesman  were,  alter  the  peace  with  Rome, 
no  less  conspicuously  displayed  in  his  reform  of  the  Carthaginian  constitution,  and 
in  the  nnparalleled  influence  which,  as  a  foreign  exile,  he  exercised  in  the  cahi- 
nets  of  the  Eastern  powers.  The  power  which  he  wielded  over  men  is  shown  by 
his  incomparable  control  over  an  army  of  various  nations  and  many  tongues — an 
army  which  never  in  the  worst  times  mutinied  agfunst  him.  He  was  a  great  man ; 
wherever  be  went,  he  riveted  the  eyes  of  all." 

The  current  belief  that  the  policy  of  Rome  towards  the  repub- 
lics of  Greece  was  from  the  odtset  an  aggressive  one,  designed  to 
encroach  upon  their  rights  and  crush  their  independence,  is  warm- 
ly combated  by  Mommsen.  After  describing  the  proclamation  of 
freedom  for  the  Greek  states  by  Flamininus  in  196,  he  says : 

'*  It  is  only  contemptible  disingenuousness  or  weakly  sentimentality,  which  can 
fail  to  perceive  that  the  Romans  were  entirely  in  earnest  in  the  liberation  of 
Greece ;  and  the  reason  why  the  plan  so  nobly  projected  resulted  in  so  wretched 
a  structure,  is  to  be  sought  only  in  the  complete  moral  and  political  disorganisa- 
tion of  the  Hellenic  people.  It  was  no  small  matter,  that  a  mighty  nation  should 
have  suddenly,  with  its  powerful  arm,  brought  the  land,  which  it  had  been 
accustomed  to  regard  as  its  primitive  home  and  the  shrine  of  its  intellectual  and 
higher  interests,  into  the  possession  of  full  freedom,  and  should  have  conf«)rred  on 
every  community  in  it  deliverance  from  foreign  taxation  and  foreign  gatrisons, 
and  the  unlimited  right  of  self-government ;  it  is  mere  paltriness  that  sees  in 
this  nothing  save  political  calculation.  Political  calculation  suggested  to  the 
Romans  the  possibility  of  liberating  Greece;  it  was  converted  into  a  reality  by 
the  Hellenic  sympathies  that  were  at  that  time  indescribably  powerful  in  Rome, 
and  above  all  in  Flamininus  himself.  If  the  Romans  are  liable  to  any  reproach, 
it  is  that  all  of  them,  and  in  particular  Flamininus,  who  overcame  the  well-found- 
ed scruples  of  the  senate,  allowed  the  magic  charm  of  the  Hellenic  name  to  pre- 
vent  them  from  perceiving  in  all  its  extent  the  wretched  character  of  the  Greek 
states  of  that  period,  and  from  putting  a  stop  at  once  to  the  proceedings  of  com 
munities  who,  owing  to  the  antipathies  that  prevailed  alike  in  their  internal  and 
thoir  mutual  relations,,  neither  knew  how  to  act  nor  how  to  keep  quiet  What 
was  really  necessary,  as  things  stood,  was  at  once  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  free- 
dom, equally  pitiful  and  pernicious,  by  means  of  a  superior  power  permanently 
present  on  the  spot ;  the  feeble  policy  of  sentiment,  with  all  its  apparent  human- 
ity, was  far  more  cruel  than  the  sternest  occupation  would  have  been." 

The  volume  closes  with  a  series  of  chapters  on  "  the  govern- 
ment and  the  governed,^'  on  '^  the  management  of  land  and  of 
capital,"  on  "faith  and  manners,"  on  ''literature  and  art," — 
which  represent  with  masterly  skill  and  power  the  social  and  intel- 
lectual conditions  of  the  Romans  during  this  penod.  From  the 
last  of  these  chapters  we  quote  an  impressive  passage  on  the  later 
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Attic  comedy,  which,  as  adapted  to  the  Roman  stage  by  Plautiis, 
Terence,  and  others,  forms  the  staple  of  the  Roman  comic  drama: 

"  The  natioDal-HeUenic  poetry  has  preterrdd,  even  in  this  its  last  creation,  its 
indestructible  plastic  vigor ;  bat  the  delineation  of  character  is  here  copied  from 
without  rather  than  reproduced  from  inward  experience,  and  the  more  so,  the 
more  the  task  approaches  the  really  poetical.  *  *  *  Tet  the  blame  of  this 
want  of  depth  in  the  portraying  of  character,  and  generally  of  the  whole  poetical 
and  moral  hollo wness  of  this  new  comedy,  lay  less  w  ith  the  comic  writers  than 
with  the  nation  as  a  whole.  Every  thing  distinctiTely  Greek  was  expiring; 
fatherland,  national  faith,  domestic  life,  all  nobleness  of  action  and  sentiment 
were  gone  ;  poetry,  history,  and  philosophy  were  inwardly  exhausted  ;  and  noth- 
ing remained  to  the  Athenian  save  the  school,  the  fish-market,  and  the  brothel. 
It  is  no  matter  of  wonder,  and  hardly  a  matter  of  blame,  that  poetry,  whose 
oflSce  it  is  to  shed  a  glory  over  human  existence,  could  make  nothing  more  oat  of 
sach  a  life  th^n  the  Menandrian  oomedj  presents  to  us.  *  *  *  It  is  not  a  re- 
proach to  the  poet  that  he  oocapies  the  level  of  his  epoch.  Comedy  was  not  the 
cause,  but  the  effect  of  the  corruption  that  prevailed  in  the  national  life.  But  it  is 
necessary,  more  especially  with  a  view  to  estimate  correctly  the  influence  of  these 
comedies  on  the  life  of  the  Roman  people,  to  point  oat  the  abyss  that  yawned  be 
neath  all  that  polish  and  elegance.  The  coarseness  and  obscenities,  which  Menand- 
er,  indeed,  in  some  measure  avoided,  but  of  which  there  is  no  lack  in  tbe  other  poets, 
are  the  least  paK  of  the  evil  Features  far  worse  are,  the  dreadfbl  aspect  of  life 
as  a  desert  in  which  the  only  oases  are  love-making  and  intoncation ;  the  fearfully 
prosaic  monotony,  in  which  any  thing  resembling  enthasiasm  is  to  be  found  only 
among  sharpers  whose  heads  have  been  turned  by  their  own  swindling,  and  who 
prosecute  the  trade  of  cheating  with  some  sort  of  zeal ;  and  above  all,  that  im- 
moral morality  with  which  the  pieces  of  Menander  in  particalar  are  garnished* 
Yice  is  chastised,  virtue  is  rewarded,  and  any  peccadilloes  are  covered  by  con- 
version at  or  after  marriage.  There  are  pieces,  such  as  the  TWnummiM  of  Plaa- 
tas  and  several  of  Terence,  in  which  all  the  characters  down  to  the  slaves  possess 
some  admixture  of  virtue ;  all  swarm  with  honest  men  who  allow  deception  on 
their  behalf,  with  maidenly  virtue  whenever  possible,  with  lovers  equally  favored 
and  making  love  in  company ;  moral  commonplaces  and  well-turned  ethical  max- 
ims abound.  A  finale  of  reconciliation,  sach  as  that  of  the  BaeehideMy  where  the 
swindling  sons  and  the  swindled  fathers,  by  way  of  a  good  conclusion,  all  go  to 
carouse  together  in  the  brothel,  presents  a  corruption  of  morals  thoroughly 
worthy  of  Eotcebue.'* 

The  Life  of  Miss  Mitford,*  as  told  by  herself  in  these  vol- 
umes of  letters  to  her  friends,  was  a  very  sad  life,  darkened  by 
constant  shadows,  which  were  as  constantly  lighted  up  by  the  per- 
petual sunshine  of  a  buoyant  and  kindly  nature.  On  the  Thursday 
before  her  death,  which  was  in  distinct  and  near  prospect,  she 
thus  wrote  to  a  friend.    "  It  has  pleased  Providence  to  preserve  to 

*  7%«  Life  of  Mary  Jiu$8eU  Miiford,  told  by  herself  in  letters  to  her  friends. 
Edited  by  the  Rev.  A.*G.  E.  L'Ebteangs.  In  two  volumes.  New  York:  Har- 
per A  Brothers.    1870. 
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me  my  calmness  of  mind,  clearness  of  intellect,  and  also  ray  power 
of  reading  by  day  and  by  night ;  and,  which  is  still  more,  my  love 
of  poetry  and  literature,  my  cheerfulness,  and  my  enjoyment  of 
little  things.  This  very  day,  not  only  my  common  pensioners,  the 
dear  robins,  but  a  saucy  troop  of  sparrows,  and  a  little  shining 
bird  of  passage  whose  name  I  forget,  have  all  been  pecking  at 
once  at  their  tray  of  bread-crumbs  outside  the  window.  Poor 
pretty  things  I  how  much  delight  there  is  in  those  common  objects, 
if  people  but  learn  to  enjoy  them  :  and  I  really  think  that  the  feel- 
ing for  these  simple  pleasures  is  increasing  with  the  incj-ease  of 
education." 

This  letter,  written  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  gives  expression 
to  certain  prominent  traits  of  character,  such  as  were  conspicuous 
in  many  of  her  writings.  But  they  do  scant  justice  to  the  more 
serious  and  noble  traits  of  filial  devotion  and  self-sacrifice,  of  con- 
stant and  painful  labor  and  sorrow — of  sustained  patience  and 
sweetness  under  constant  mortification,  and  of  an  honest  religious 
peace  and  faith,  long-delayed,  but  given  at  last  when  it  was  most 
needed.  Few  of  the  many  who  will  read  this  life  will  fail  to  be 
the  wiser  for  the  reading,  though  all  may  well  be  the  sadder.  The 
multitudes  who  were  delighted  at  the  first  and  cheerful  pictures 
which  this  merry  writer  gave  them  of  nature  and  society  in  rural 
England,  did  not  dream  that  these  sketches  were  written  under  a 
constant  pressure  of  sorrow,  but  those  who  learn  the  painful  secret, 
will  not  admire  the  writer  or  her  works  any  the  less  for  this  dis- 
covery, though  they  will  wonder  at  both  the  more.  The  moral 
value  of  this  collection  of  letters  is  of  the  highest,  and  it  is  still 
more  highly  to  be  praised  in  our  country  than  in  England,  inas- 
much as  not  a  few  of  our  gifted  writers  are  somewhat  morbidly 
disposed  to  cherish  discontent  and  envy,  under  what  they  call 
their  ill-requited  services.  In  other  respects  than  as  they  give  us 
so  ample  a  revelation  of  a  very  noble  character  and  so  beautiful 
and  truthful  a  picture  of  a  truly  noble  life,  they  will  be  variously 
estimated  by  different  persons,  according  to  the  point  of  view  from 
which  they  study  them.  Some  will  regard  them  as  overloaded 
with  petty  personal  and  domestic  details,  as  super-abounding  in 
the  small  gossip  concerning  men  and  events  that  are  now  deserv- 
edly forgotten — a  representation  of  a  state  of  society  which  was 
in  many  respects  more  frivolous  and  petty  than  that  which  has 
happily  taken  its  place  in  similar  circles.  Others  will  not  agree 
with  many  of  the  personal  preferences  of  the  writer,  as  her  de- 
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voted  admiration  for  Napoleon,  O'Connel,  and  Cobbett,  and  her 
equally  unreasonable  dislike  of  all  descriptions  of  Conservatives 
and  Tories.  Her  ci  itical  estimates  of  authors  and  their  works, 
both  living  and  dead,  will  be  positively  and  sorely  offensive  to  not 
a  few.  Their  occasional  capriciousness  and  superficiality  will  be 
more  scandalous  in  the  eyes  of  many  men.  She  says  hard  things 
and  pungent  things  of  the  works  of  Thackeray,  Dickens,  of  Mrs. 
Stowe's  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,  and  is  not  always  complimentary  to 
Walter  Scott  or  Wordsworth.,  to  both  of  whom  she  became  more 
than  reconciled  at  a  subsequent  period.  But  none  of  her  caprices 
and  prejudices  and  dislikes  are  malicious  or  inveterate,  and  all 
bear  the  marks  of  an  honest,  if  it  be  a  hasty  mind,  of  an  impal- 
sive  but  true-hearted  temper.  One  of  the  most  interesting  of  her 
loves  was  that  which  she  cherished  for  Miss  Barrett,  afer wards 
Mrs.  Browning.  The  letters  which  she  addressed  to  her,  and  the 
terms  in  which  she  spoke  of  her  in  her  letters  to  others,  are  alto* 
gether  delightful.  To  one  class  of  readers  these  volumes  may  be 
of  special  service,  as  they  will  be  likely  to  be  of  special  interest  to 
them — to  the  not  few  female  writers  of  every  grade  in  which 
this  country  abounds,  and  the  very  much  more  numerous  class  of 
female  litterateurs^  with  which  perhaps  we  super-abound.  The 
lessons  of  wisdom,  of  patience,  and  hope  which  they  inculcate 
for  all  such,  will  suggest  themselves  to  every  reader.  Many  bles- 
sings must  follow  the  memory  of  so  bright  an  example  of  brilliant 
and  varied  talents,  consecrated  to  filial  duty* 

Life  op  Jambs  Hamilton,  D.D.* — ^The  author  of  the  "  Royal 
Preacher'*'^  was  himself  a  man  of  rich  and  royal  mind,  to  whom 
nothing  was  too  great  and  nothing  too  small  in  God's  works  for 
him  to  love.  He  was  like  the  '^Preacher"  of  old,  conversant  with 
every  tree  and  plant,  from  the  cedar  of  Lebanon  to  the  hyssop 
that  runneth  on  the  wall.  While  yet  a  young  roan  ministering  to 
his  rural  flock  at  Abernyte,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  carrying  the 
wild  flowers  he  had  gathered  on  the  way  into  the  pulpit,  and  of 
expatiating  upon  them,  mnch  to  the  wonderment  of  his  stern,  old 
fashioned  Scotch  hearers ;  and  on  one  occasion,  having  obtained 
possession  of  the  big  branch  of  a  fig  tree  he  used  it  to  illustrate 
a  scriptural  lesson.  A  plain  woman  from  a  neighboring  parish, 
full  of  fervid  zeal  for  spiritual  things,  seeing  the  young  preacher 

•  Uft  of  Jam$9  Hamiltofi,  D.D.,  F.L,8,  By  William  Abnot,  Edinburgh. 
SeooDd  Edition.    New  York  :  Robert  Carter  and  Brothers.     1870. 
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floarishing  his  branch  of  green  leaves  above  his  head,  was  seized 
with  a  holy  horror,  and,  after  the  sermon,  waiting  in  the  aisle  for 
him  to  come  down  from  the  pulpit,  she  thus  accosted  him :  "  Oh 
Maister  Hamilton,  hoo  do  ye  gie  them  fig  leaves  when  they're 
hungerin  for  the  bread  of  life.'*  But  Master  Hamilton  had  some- 
thing more  than  fig  leaves  to  give  his  hearers ;  as  a  fruitful  minis-' 
try  of  twenty-six  years  at  the  National  Scotch  Church,  Regent 
Street,  London, — the  most  important  Presbyterian  church  south 
of  the  Tweed — might  testify.  Yet,  eminent  preacher  as  he  was, 
perhaps  he  did  more  for  the  world  by  his  pen,  as  a  writer  of  tracts, 
essays,  and  short  biographies,  such  as  Church  in  the  Houae^  Mem- 
oir  of  Lady  Colquhoun^  Our  Christian  Classics^  and  above  all. 
The  Eoyal  Preacher^  which  works  have  been  extensively  read  in 
this  country.  His  biographer,  noticing  this  fact,  says  *'  it  would 
not  have  been  amiss,  all  circumstances  considered,  if  our  brothers 
beyond  the  Atlantic  had  felt  in  their  pockets  for  the  author  of 
works  they  so  much  admired." 

A  contemporary  and  personal  friend  of  Robert  McCheyne  and 
Edward  Irving,  he  had  something  of  his  own — a  tireless  energy 
in  doing  good,  and  a  literaiy  genius  of  considerable  power — to 
make  him  worthy  of  such  companionship.  His  fresh  love  of  na- 
ture and  his  vivid  poetic  fancy,  vitalizing  what  he  wrote,  were 
his  chief  qualities  as  a  writer.  Genial,  cheerful,  sagacious,  ardent, 
energetic,  devoted,  he  filled  an  important  place  in  the  religious 
world,  without  being  a  man  of  extraordinary  powers.  This  vol- 
ume is  a  handsome  one,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  good  portrait. 

Memoib  of  Rev.  William  C.  Burns.* — In  much  the  same 
style  as  the  above  volume,  the  Carters  have  just  brought  out  a 
reprint  of  the  biography  of  the  saintly  Scotch  missionary,  Wil- 
liam Burns.  A  characteristic  portrait  of  Burns,  in  his  Chinese 
dress,  adorns  the  volume.  Burns  was  a  life-long  friend  of  James 
Hamilton's,  and  the  two  were  brought  up  in  neighboring  parishes. 
He  was  also  a  friend  of  Robert  Murray  McCheyne's,  and  the  first 
part  of  his  life  belongs  to  that  circle  of  remarkable  revivals  of  re- 


•  Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Wtn.  C,  Bume,  M,  A.,  MissioDary  to  China  from  the 
English  Presbyterian  Chnroh.  By  the  Bit.  Islat  Bubhs,  D.D.,  Professor  of 
Theology,  Free  Church  College  Glasgow. 

*'  Watch  those  in  all  things,  endure  afflictions  (or  hardships),  do  the  work  of  an 
CTangelist,  make  full  proof  of  thy  ministry.**    2  Tim.  4-6. 

New  York:  Robert  Carter  and  Brothers,  680  Broadway.    1870. 
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ligion  in  Dundee,  Perth,  and  the  north  of  Scotland,  of  which 
Dundee  and  McCheyne  formed  the  center.  The  life  of  Burns 
may,  in  fact,  be  divided  into  two  diRtinct  periods — the  one,  that  of 
revival  preacher,  and  the  other,  that  of  a  foreign  missionary.  In 
his  first  capacity  he  visted  Ireland  and  Canada.  His  preaching 
was  attended  with  many  of  the  powerful  manifestations  that  sig- 
nalized the  pleaching  of  Whitefield  and  Wesley.  He  endured 
the  rage  of  men  and  of  mobs.  His  preaching,  whose  effects  in 
some  instances  were  like  those  that  followed  the  preaching  of  the 
apostle  Peter,  is  thus  described  by  one  who  knew  him  intimately: 
"  He  had  no  pathos,  no  fancy,  little  natural  enthusiasm,  and  not 
much  that  could  be  called  natural  eloquence  ;  but  he  had  a  firm 
grasp  of  gospel  truth,  a  capacity  for  clear  and  forcible  statement, 
and  a  voice  capable  of  commanding  any  audience,  however  large, 
in  the  church,  in  the  street,  in  the  field ;  and  when  the  power  of 
the  Spirit  rested  upon  him,  there  were  the  thunders  of  Sinai  in 
all  their  terrors,  the  still  small  voice  of  the  gospel  in  much  of  its 
tenderness,  the  fervent  fluency  of  a  tongue  touched  with  a  live 
coal  from  the  altar,  the  irrepressible  urgency  of  one  standing  be- 
tween the  living  and  the  dead,  the  earnest  pressing  of  salvation 
that  would  accept  no  refusal;  himself  standing  consciously  and 
evidently  in  the  presence  of  the  great  God,  with  heaven,  and  hell, 
and  the  souls  of  men,  open  before  him,  with  Jesus  Christ  filling  his 
heart  with  his  love  and  pouring  grace  into  his  lips,  and  with  mul- 
titudes before  him  weeping  for  sorrow  over  discovered  sin,  or  for 
joy  in  a  discovered  Saviour."  But  he  was  pledged  to  the  mis- 
sionary work,  having  formally  offered  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  to  go  to  Hindustan.  Following  out  his  early  impulse,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-two,  still  a  young  man  in  years,  though  worn  with 
manifold  labors  and  journeyings  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  he  em- 
barked for  China,  to  commence,  as  he  regarded  it,  his  real  work 
of  life.  He  plunged  into  that  great  empire,  as  if  single-handed 
he  expected  to  conquer  it  for  his  Master.  He  was  all  things  to 
all  men,  that  he  might  win  some  to  Christ.  He  put  off  the  Eu- 
ropean, and  became,  in  all  but  his  Christian  heart,  a  Chinese.  Hb 
method  of  operations  was  highly  primitive  and  apostolic.  Hav- 
ing learned  the  language,  he  preached,  as  he  had  opportunity, 
directly  to  the  people,  sometimes  quite  alone,  or  accompanied  in 
his  journeyings  and  boat  excursions  by  a  single  native  helper. 
But  we  refer  the  reader  to  the  book  itself,  which  deserves  to  stand 
by  the  side  of  Dr.  Wayland's  Life  of  Judson — the  two  men  not 
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being  dissimilar  in  their  energy  of  faith.  Both  were  holy  men, 
consecrated  to  a  holy  work.  "  Of  the  results  of  his  work  in  the 
Chinese  field,  it  is  difficult  to  speak.  Undoubtedly  his  life  there 
▼as  far  more  powerful  as  an  influence  than  an  agency.  It  was 
not  so  much  by  what  he  said  or  by  what  he  did,  as  by  what  he 
was,  that  he  made  his  presence  felt  over  so  wide  a  surface  of  that 
vast  land."  In  these  days,  when  the  work  of  foreign  missions 
seems  to  languish,  the  example  of  this  fearless  Pauline  missionary 
is  stimulating  and  salutary. 

BELL^  LETTBBS. 

Tennyson's  Holy  Gbajl,  and  other  Poems.* — ^The  medisBval 
legends  of  the  Arthurian  cycle  seem  to  have  had  a  peculiar  inter- 
est and  attraction  for  the  mind  of  Tennyson.  It  is  said  that  in  his 
joath  he  formed  the  plan  of  composing  an  epic  poem,  extended 
and  comprehensive,  with  King  Arthur  for  its  hero.  In  the  col- 
lection of  his  poems  published  in  1843,  there  was  a  piece  entitled 
"Morte  d' Arthur,"  which  was  understood  to  be  a  fragment  of  the 
intended  epic,  and  destined  to  form,  in  whole  or  in  part,  its  closing 
ttmto.  But  nearly  thirty  years  have  passed,  and  the  bnlliant  piece 
is  still  only  a  fragment  Perhaps  the  poet  found  his  subject 
vauting  in  the  unity  of  action  and  interest  required  for  epic  com- 
potntion  Perhaps  he  distrusted  himself,  doubting  whether  his 
powers  of  construction  and  development  were  sufficient  for  a  great 
narrative  poem.  At  all  events,  he  has  contented  himself  with 
working  up  detached  incidents  and  episodes  of  the  gi'eat  story. ^ 
Four  of  these,  entitled  "Enid,"  "Vivien,"  "Elaine,"  and  "Gui- 
nevere,"  make  up  the  book  called  "  Idylls  of  the  King,"  which 
appeared  in  1 869.  And  now  four  others,  "  The  Coming  of  Ar- 
thur," "The  Holy  Grail,*'  "Pelleas  and  Ettare,"  and  "The  Pass- 
ing  of  Arthur,"  are  found  in  the  volume  before  us,  and  form 
about  three-fourths  of  its  contents.  Only  the  last  of  these  pieces 
is  not  wholly  new ;  it  consists  of  the  "  Morte  d'  Arthur,"  just 
mentioned,  with  a  prefixed  description  of  the  battle  in  Lyonnesse, 
"that  last  weird  battle  in  the  West,"  ending  with  the  single  com- 
bat of  Arthur  and  Modred,  in  which  the  latter  is  slain  outright, 
and  the  former  mortally  wounded. 

The  maxim  that  "  to  the  pure  all  things  are  pure  "  is  strikingly 

*  The  Holy  Orail,  and  other  Poems.    Bj  Alfred  Tennyson.  D.  C.   L.,  Poet 
LanreAte.    Boston :  Fields,  Osgood,  <k  Co.     1870.     12ido.    pp.202. 
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illustrated  in  our  poet's  treatment  of  these  Arthurian  legends. 
The  easy-going  morality  of  the  medisBval  story  teHers,  their  light 
tone  of  mockery,  their  gay  and  riant  disregard  of  moral  restraints, 
all  this  disappears  nnder  the  hands  of  the  modem  reciter.  Here  the 
moral  element  is  uppermost.  The  pleasant  vices  of  men  meet 
with  no  indulgence  or  tenderness.  The  ruinous  effects  of  lawless 
passion  are  painted  in  the  darkest  colors.  The  very  conception  of 
his  theme  makes  the  poet  a  preacher  of  righteousness.  It  is  the 
grand  aim  of  his  royal  hero  to  be  the  founder  of  a  society  in 
which  purity,  justice,  equity,  charity,  and  every  other  virtue, 
shall  be  exercised  and  exemplified,  which  shall  redress  all  injuries, 
reform  all  abuses,  and  change  the  face  of  the  world.  Such  was 
the  purpose  of  his  Round  Table,  ^'that  goodliest  fellowship  of 
famous  knights,  whereof  this  world  holds  record."  But  this 
hoped  for  paradise  was  lost  through  the  weakness  of  its  £ve. 
Queen  Guinevere  was  the  loveliest  and  most  gracious  of  mortal 
women ;  but  she  could  not  appreciate  the  transcendent  greatness 
and  nobleness  of  her  lord,  and  had  no  sympathy  for  his  lofly  and 
far-reaching  aims.  Her  affections  became  fixed  upon  Lancelot,  the 
stoutest  of  Arthur's  knights,  a  man  brave  and  generous-minded, 
capable  of  high  aspiration,  capable  of  keen  remorse,  but  without 
moral  energy  and  steadiness.  The  guilty  passion  of  Lancelot  and 
Guinevere  is  the  fatal  cancer  which  eats  away  the  strength  and 
soundness  of  the  Arthurian  society,  and  at  last  destroys  its  exist- 
ence. 

Among  the  legends  of  the  Round  Table  there  is  one  which  by 
its  own  nature  is  specially  adapted  to  moral  uses,  such  as  our  poet 
has  in  view.  We  refer  to  the  story  of  the  Holy  Grail,  the  cup 
used  by  our  I^rd  in  his  institution  of  the  £ucharist, — or,  as  Sir 
Percivale  describes  it,  when,  having  exchanged  the  helmet  for  the 
cowl,  he  tells  the  story  to  an  old  brother  of  his  convent : 

"The  cup,  the  cup  itself  from  -which  our  Lord 
Drank  at  the  last  sad  supper  with  his  own. 
This,  from  the  blessed  land  of  Aromat — 
After  the  day  of  darkness,  when  the  dead 
Went  wandering  o*er  Moriah,  the  good  saint , 
Arimathiean  Joseph,  journeying  brought  « 

To  Glastonbury,  where  the  winter  thorn 
Blossoms  at  Christmas,  mindful  of  our  Lord. 
And  there  awhile  it  bode ;  and  if  a  man 
Could  touch  or  see  it,  he  was  healM  at  once. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  Tenny8on*s  Holy  Grail. 

By  faith,  of  all  his  ills  ;  but  then  the  times 

Grew  to  such  evil  that  the  Holy  cup 

Was  oaoght  away  to  Heaven  and  disappeared.'* 

Now  it  chanced  that  a  holy  nun,  sister  of  Percivale,  had  mat 
ecstatic  vision  of  the  Grail,  and,  by  reporting  this,  excited  the 
hope  that  the  lost  treasure  might  be  recovered,  ^^and  all  the 
world  be  healed.^  Then  a  sadden  and  strange  appearance  awak. 
ened  the  enthusiasm  of  Arthur^s  knights,  and  the  best  among  them 
vowed  a  vow  to  spend  a  twelvemonth  and  a  day  in  quest  of  the 
Holy  Grail.  Arthur,  who  was  not  present  at  the  time,  heard  of 
the  act  with  disapproval  and  regret,  foreseeing  the  dangers  and 
evils  that  would  come  of  it,  but  did  not  interfere  to  prevent  the 
fulfilment  of  the  vow.  In  the  quest  which  followed,  the  only  suo- 
eessfnl  seekers  were  Galahad,  Percivale,  Bors,  and  Lancelot.  The 
last,  on  account  of  his  secret  sin,  obtained  only  a  troubled  and 
doabtful  glimpse  of  the  object  sought.  Galahad,  the  maiden 
knight,  whose  heart  was  pure,  enjoyed  the  fullness  of  the  beati- 
fic vision,  but  with  it  passed  away  from  earth  intol  the  heavenly 
world.  Percivale,  who  followed  him,  and  liad  a  distant  view  ot 
the  Grail,  lost  all  relish  for  an  earthly  life  and  resolved  to  spend 
his  remaining  days  in  a  cloister.  In  describing  the  adventures  of 
these  knights,  our  author  has  lavished  all  his  wealth  of  imagina- 
tion and  expression.  We  quote  the  ending  of  Galahad,  as  told  by 
his  companion,  Percivale : 

"  There  rose  a  hill  that  none  but  man  could  climb, 
Scarred  with  a  hundred  wintry  watercourse*  — 
Storm  at  the  top,  and,  when  we  gain'd  it,  storm 
Round  us  and  death  ;  for  every  moment  glanced 
Hia  silver  arms  and  gloomed :  so  quick  and  thick 
The  lightnings  hore  and  there  to  left  and  right 
Struck,  till  the  dry  old  trunks  about  us,  dead. 
Tea,  rotten  with  a  hundred  years  of  death, 
Sprang  into  fire;  and  at  the  base  we  found 
On  either  hand,  as  Car  as  eye  could  see, 
A  great  black  swamp  and  of  an  evil  smell. 
Part  black,  part  whitened  with  the  bones  of  men, 
Not  to  be  crost  save  that  some  ancient  king 
Had  built  a  way,  where,  linked  with  many  a  bridge, 
A  thousand  piers  ran  into  the  Great  Sea. 
And  Galahad  fled  along  them  bridge  by  bridge, 
And  every  bridge  as  quickly  as  he  crost 
Sprang  into  fire  and  vanished,  tho'  I  yeamM 


Digitized  by 


Google 


854  Notices  of  New  Books.  [April, 

To  follow ;  And  thrice  above  him  all  the  heaTent 

OpenM  and  blazed  with  thnoder  snch  as  seem'd 

Shoutings  of  all  the  sons  of  God  ;  and  first 

At  oDce  I  saw  him  far  on  the  great  sea. 

In  ulver-ahining  armor  starry -clear ; 

•  *••«• 

And  o*er  his  head  the  holy  vessel  hung 

Redder  than  any  rose,  a  joy  to  me, 

For  now  I  knew  the  veil  had  been  withdrawn. 

Then  in  a  moment  when  they  blazed  again 

Opening,  I  saw  the  host  of  little  stars 

Down  on  the  waste,  and  straight  oeyood  the  star 

I  saw  the  spiritual  city  and  all  her  spires 

And  gateways  in  a  glory  like  one  pearl, 

No  larger,  tho*  the  goal  of  all  the  saints, 

Strike  from  the  sea ;  and  from  the  star  there  shot 

A  rose-red  sparkle  to  the  city,  and  there 

Dwelt,  and  I  knew  it  was  the  Holy  Grail, 

Which  never  eyes  on  earth  again  shall  see." 

It  is  evident  that  in  this  quest  of  the  Holy  Grail,  Tennyson  in- 
tends to  symbolize  the  conduct  of  those  who  forsake  the  tasks 
that  lie  in  their  path,  the  necessary  labors  of  life  and  society,  to 
pursue  a  distant  and  lofty  good,  a  virtue  and  excellence  beyond 
the  reach  of  common  men.  All  who  seek  salvation  for  themselves 
or  for  the  world  by  turning  aside  from  the  honest,  faithful  dis- 
charge of  immediate  and  clearly  indicated  duties,  may  lay  to 
heart  the  teachings  of  this  poem.  These  teachings  are  best  seen 
in  the  closing  words  of  King  Arthur: 

'*  And  cpake  I  not  too  truly,  O  my  knights  ? 
Was  I  too  dark  a  prophet,  when  I  said 
To  those  who  went  xi\\on  the  Holy  Quest 
That  most  of  them  would  follow  waoderiog  fires. 
Lost  in  the  quagmire, — lost  to  me  and  gone. 
And  left  me  gazing  at  a  barren  board. 
And  a  lean  order — scarce  return'd  a  tithe — 
And  out  of  those  to  whom  the  vision  came 
My  greatest  hardly  will  believe  he  saw ; 
Another  hath  beheld  it  afar  off, 
And  leaving  human  wrongs  to  right  themselves. 
Cares  but  to  pass  into  the  silent  life. 
And  one  hath  had  the  vision  face  to  face, 
And  now  his  chair  desires  him  here  in  vain. 
However  they  may  crown  him  otherwhere. 
And  some  among  you  hold  that  if  the  king 
Had  seen  the  sight  he  would  have  sworn  the  vow : 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.1  Tennyson's  Bdy  Grail.  856 

Not  easilj,  seeing  that  the  king  must  guard 
That  which  be  rales,  and  is  but  as  the  hind 
To  -whom  a  space  of  land  is  giveo  to  plough. 
Who  may  not  wander  from  the  allotted  field 
Before  his  work  be  done ;  but,  being  done, 
Let  visions  of  the  night  or  of  the  day 
Gome,  as  they  will ;  and  many  a  time  they  come, 
Until  this  earth  he  walks  on  seems  not  earth, 
This  light  that  strikes  his  eye-ball  b  not  light. 
This  air  that  smites  his  forehead  is  not  air 
But  vision.** 

There  has  been  of  late  a  good  deal  of  discussion  as  to  whether 
Tennyson  is  really  a  great  poet.  A  critic  in  the  (London) 
Quarterly  Review  has  undertaken  to  reduce  the  poet  to  his  true 
dimensions.  He  finds  him  not  to  be  a  master  in  science  and 
philosophy,  and  says  that  when  he  touches  on  social  and  political 
questions,  he  does  it  with  much  candor  but  little  success.  It  can 
hardly  be  expected,  even  of  great  poets,  that  they  should  be  pre- 
eminent in  these  departments.  But  if  it  be  the  poet's  duty  to 
**  watch  what  main  currents  draw  the  age  "  (the  language  is  Ten- 
nyson's), we  think  that  few  have  discharged  it  more  faithfully  and 
truly.  The  tendencies  of  advanced  thought  and  the  movements 
of  society  in  the  present  age  are,  it  seems  to  us,  reflected  with  ex- 
traordinary vividness  and  force  in  some  of  his  poems,  particularly 
in  his  marvellous  "  In  Meraoriam."  That  he  does  not  stand  aloof 
from  the  social  progress  of  the  time  is  abundantly  shown  by 
"The  Princess:"  twenty-five  years  ago,  when  as  yet  the  woman 
question  was  scarcely  heard  of,  he  felt  its  coming  power  and  im- 
portance. But  the  critic  to  whom  we  refer  has  a  heavier  charge 
to  bring.  Tennyson,  he  tells  us,  is  wanting  in  dramatic  power. 
How  many  of  England's  great  poets  are  not  liable  to  the  same 
imputation  ?  Not  Spenser,  certainly,  nor  Milton  (though  some  of 
his  works  are  dramatic  in  form),  nor  Byron,  nor  Wordsworth. 
There  are  many  who  regard  Browning  as  a  dramatic  genius;  bat 
the  introspective  monologues  in  which  his  persons  go  through  a 
kind  of  self-dissection,  an  elaborate  analysis  of  their  feelings  and 
motives,  are  very  different  from  those  truly  dramatic  works  where 
the  persons  manifest  their  characters  unconsciously  in  words  and 
actions.  That  Tennyson  does  not  regard  himself  as  gifted  with 
this  faculty  may  be  presumed  from  the  fact  that,  while  he  has 
tried  his  powers  in  many  directions,  he  has  abstained  wholly  from 
dramatic  composition.    But  one  who  had  not  a  ij)rofound  insight 
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into  the  huraan  heart  could  never  have  written  **  In  Memoriam.* 
We  find  in  that  poem  many  passages  where  evanescent  or  rudi- 
mentary feelings  are  represented  with  a  matchless  subtlety  of 
apprehension  and  expression.  As  we  read  it,  we  learn  to  know 
ourselves  ;  we  recognize  states  of  mind  that  have  belonged  to  our 
own  past  experience,  but  were  so  obscure,  shadowy,  undeveloped^ 
that  we  were  never  properly  conscious  of  their  existence. 

There  is  a  place,  doubtless,  for  negative  critici'^m.  It  is  proper 
to  point  out  the  deficiencies  even  of  the  greatest  minds.  But  it  is 
more  gracious,  more  instructive,  more  useful,  to  criticise  them 
from  the  positive  side,  to  acknowledge  and  appreciate  what  is 
valuable  in  their  works.  What  have  they  given  to  the  world  ? 
What  elements  of  truth  and  beauty,  what  sources  of  enjoyment  or 
incitement,  have  they  added  to  the  common  stock?  Let  the 
critic  look  at  Tennyson  in  this  way,  duly  considering  the  variety 
of  his  works  both  in  substance  and  in  form,  considering  their  fin- 
ish of  workmanship,  their  perfection  of  rhythm,  their  condensed 
fullness  of  meaning,  their  moral  elevation  and  purity  ;  and,  if  he 
thinks  as  we  do,  he  will  conclude  that,  with  the  exception  of 
Shakespeare,  no  English  poet  has  been  on  the  whole  more  richly 
endowed,  or  has  left  a  more  precious  legacy  to  after  times.  Many, 
we  know,  will  regard  this  as  a  most  exaggerated  estimate.  We 
eannot  here  debate  the  point,  even  if  any  debate  could  be  expect- 
ed to  give  a  result  which  all  would  accept.  We  will  content  our- 
nelves  with  giving  one  more  extract,  taken  from  "  The  Passing  of 
Arthnr ;''  and  if  any  one,  having  read  it  attentively,  thinks  that 
any  but  a  great  poet  could  have  written  it,  we  shall  be  willing  to 
differ  from  him  in  opinion. 

'*  Then  roee  the  kin^  and  moved  his  host  by  night, 
And  ever  pushM  Sir  Modred.  league  by  league. 
Back  to  the  snnset  bound  of  Lyonnesse, 
A  land  of  old  npheaven  from  the  abyss 
Bj  fire,  to  sink  into  the  abyss  again ; 
Where  fragments  of  forgotten  people"  dwelt. 
And  the  long  mountain  ended  in  a  coast 
Of  ever-shifting  eand,  and  far  away 
The  phantom  circle  of  a  moaning  sea. 
There  the  purener  could  pursne  no  more. 
And  he  that  fled  no  further  fly  the  king; 
And  then,  that  day,  when  the  great  light  of  heaven 
Bum*d  at  his  lowest  in  the  rolling  year, 
On  the  waste  sand  by  the  waste  sea  they  dosed. 
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Nor  oyer  yet  had  Arthur  fought  a  fight 
Like  thU  last,  dim,  veird  battle  of  the  Weet 
A  death-white  mist  slept  over  sand  and  sea : 
Whereof  the  ohill,  to  him  who  breathed  it,  drew 
Down  with  his  blood,  till  all  his  heart  was  cold 
With  formless  fear,  and  st'o  on  Arthur  fell 
ConfusioD,  siooe  he  Baw  not  whom  he  fought, 
For  friend  and  foe  were  shadows  in  the  mist. 
And  friend  slew  friend,  not  knowing  whom  he  slew; 
And  some  had  visions  out  of  golden  youth. 
And  some  beheld  the  faces  of  old  ghosts 
Look  in  upon  the  battle;  and  in  the  mist 
Was  many  a  noble  deed,  many  a  base.^ 

The  Earthly  Paeadise — Paet  III.* — Here  is  Mr.  MorrbV 
second  volume,  with  only  half  the  number  of  stories  that  the  first 
contained.  He  promises  another  to  complete  the  full  set  of  two 
for  each  month  in  the  year.  What  a  marvel  of  productive  power  he 
is !  Can  any  other  poet  be  named  who  would  undertake  such  a  task 
and  perform  it  so  successfully  ?  The  very  promise  to  versify  these 
ancient  tales,  and  to  supply  a  fixed  number  of  them  without  losing 
his  hold  on  the  interest  of  his  readers,  has  some  hardihood  in  it. 
Would  Scott  have  ventured  to  predict  the  number  of  the  Waverley 
novels,  or  Tennyson  that  of  the  Idylls  of  the  King  ?  Not  less  to 
be  admired  than  this  confidence  is  the  success  which  justifies  it. 
Readers  of  poetry  know  what  the  first  volume  was,  and  we  can 
safely  assure  them  that  they  need  not  fear  disappointment  in  going 
on  to  the  second.  The  skill  in  selection,  the  variety  of  treatment, 
the  simple,  steady  progress  of  narrative,  the  delicate,  sympathetic 
reproduction  of  ancient  stories,  the  purity  and  power  of  feeling — 
all  are  here  as  they  were  there.  But  in  this  second  instalment  the 
proportion  of  classic  to  Norse  stories  is  changed.  Only  88  pages 
out  of  382,  if  we  may  be  pardoned  for  having  counted,  are  given 
to  the  Greek  myths,  and  they  seem  to  us  less  valuable  than  the 
others.  Yet  the  first  one  of  all,  the  Death  of  Paris,  we  could  not 
spare,  and  the  third  one,  the  story  of  Rhodope,  unclassical  as  it  is 
in  its  tone,  carries  the  reader  on  with  singular  fascination  and  will 
linger  long  in  his  memory.  If  any  one  will  look  at  the  original 
story  in  a  few  lines  of  Strabo  copied  by  ^ian,  he  will  see  on 
how  slight  a  hint  Mr.  Morris  has  built  up  this  striking  poem.  It 
suggests  the  story  of  Cinderella  by  the  main  feature  of  its  plot, 

•  The  Earthly  FaradiM,  A  Poem.  By  Wiluam  Morsib,  author  of  "The 
Life  and  Death  of  Jason.**    Part  IIL     Boston :  Roberts  Brothers.     1870. 
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yet  how  nnlike  is  the  strange  character  it  develops.  A  woman  of 
perfect  beauty  in  a  lowly  home,  living  her  daily  life  in  a  cold,  me- 
chany?al  way,  inspiring  love  in  many  hearts  yet  returning  it  not 
at  all  except  in  scant  measure  to  her  old  father,  a  puzzle  to  others 
and  to  herself,  and  all  because  she  has  a  mysterious  consciousness 
that  she  is  destined  for  a  higher  life — is  it  not  a  strange  concep- 
tion ?  It  seems  almost  an  allegory  of  the  conflict  between  love  and 
ambition.  To  us  the  most  perfect  work  of  art  in  all  the  book  is 
the  description  of  the  killing  of  Paris  in  the  first  two  pages.  The 
picture  of  the  Greek  and  Trojan  armies,  tired  of  the  war  and  only 
keeping  it  alive  by  skirmishing,  the  gloomy  discouragement  of 
the  Greeks,  the  awkward  coming  out  of  Philoktetes,  the  aimless- 
ness  of  his  shooting,  the  contrast  between  him  and  the  dainty 
warrior  whom  he  slays  in  the  very  feathers  of  their  arrows,  the 
weather  itself  in  sympathy  with  the  deed, — such  things  make  the 
narrative  wonderfully  vivid  and  impressive.  It  strikes  us  as  Ho- 
meric ;  there  can  be  no  higher  praise. 

When  we  turn  to  the  Norse  stories  in  this  volume,  we  find  our- 
selves in  a  very  different  world.  The  first  and  second  have  the 
same  character  that  marked  most  of  those  in  the  first  volume.  A 
sort  of  magic  rules  in  them,  quite  different  from  the  supernatural 
action  of  the  gods  in  Greek  myths.  In  both  appears  the  dream 
of  a  union  of  man  with  beings  of  another  race,  that  wide-spread 
idea  which  shows  the  power  of  our  desire  to  penetrate  the  mys- 
tery of  the  invisible  world  about  us.  In  both  too  we  find  in  dif- 
ferent forms  the  deep  feeling  of  unsatisfied  longing  which  breathes 
in  all  modern  literature.  In  each  a  man  is  put  on  probation,  to 
show  whether  he  can  deny  himself  present  gratification ;  he  fails, 
and  loses  all  his  happiness.     He  fails  because  he  has  not 

"  The  calm,  wu»«  heart  that  knoweth  how  to  rest, 
The  hear»  too  kind  to  eoatch  out  at  the  best, 
Since  it  is  part  of  all,  each  thing  a  part 
Beloved  alike  of  that  wide-loring  heart" 

And  what  is  the  "  land  east  of  the  sun  ?  '^  Is  it  not  the  land 
to  which  at  first  John  was  taken  by  his  love  ?  Is  it  not  the  unattain- 
able land  of  our  dreams,  the  "Earthly  Paradise"  itself?  The  last 
story  in  the  book  is  the  one  which  will  probably  most  interest  the 
majority  of  Mr.  Morris's  readers,  because  it  is  the  most  real  and 
human.  It  is  a  story  of  Iceland  life  at  the  time  of  the  introduc- 
tion there  of  Christianity.  There  is  no  magic  in  it.  It  is  a  plain 
story  of  human  love  and  hate,  with  the  wildness  of  the  race  and 
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the  time,  but  with*  the  nobility  and  tenderness  of  the  men  and 
women  of  the  North  in  it  too.  It  reminds  one,  in  spite  of  the 
many  points  of  difference,  of  the  story  of  King  Arthur  and  Gui- 
nevere. Both  spring  from  the  same  general  stock ;  both  show 
nearly  the  same  ideals  of  hnman  character.  Both  are  healthier 
reading  than  the  morbid  fantastic  novels  of  our  day. 

Who  will  tell  us  whence  Mr.  Morris  draws  his  Norse  stories  ? 
Nooneofhis  reviewers  condescends  to  so  much  pedantry,  so  far  as 
we  have  seen.  Yet  we  confess  we  should  be  very  glad  to  be  told. 
Are  they  all  to  be  found  in  the  *'  folk-lore  "  of  northern  Europe,  or 
are  they  the  rich  outgrowth  of  his  own  Norse-bom  imagination  ? 
Tlie  power  of  invention  shown  in  the  prologue  to  the  whole  poem, 
proves  him  not  incapable  of  producing  them,  yet  we  would  rather 
believe  that  the  germs  of  them  all  lie  somewhere  in  the  mass  of 
stories  with  which  the  world  delighted  and  instructed  itself  in  the 
days  of  its  ignorance.     Who  will  answer  our  questions  ? 

He  who  seeks  charming  stories,  told  in  varied  rhythm,  for  a 
leisure  hour,  can  find  them  nowhere  better  than  here.  Here  is  the 
sensual  love  of  the  old  world  without  impurity,  the  domestic  love 
of  the  Germanic  race  without  sentimentality ;  here  are  mysteries 
of  fate  and  energies  of  human  will ;  here  are  friendship,  valor, 
truth,  in  all  their  might;  and  falsehood,  self-seeking,  and  meanness, 
in  their  short-lived  power ;  here  is  the  tangled  web  of  human  life 
as  men  of  all  ages  have  looked  upon  and  wondered  at  it. 

Leigh  Hunt's  **  Day  by  the  Fibe,  Era"*  proves  the  words  of 
Charles  Lamb  concerning  him,  to  be  literally  true,  that  he  was 
"  matchless  as  a  fire-side  companion."  The  present  volume  contains 
almost  the  last  gleanings  from  various  periodicals,  as  *'  The  Reflec- 
tor," "The  Examiner,"  "The Indicator,"  "The London  Journal," 
"The  Monthly  Chronicle,"  and  "The  New  Monthly  Magazine," 
and  "  were  written  at  widely  different  periods*  of  the  author's  life 
— in  his  early  manhood,  middle  life,  and  old  age."  Their  topics 
are  as  various  as  the  subjects  of  a  midsummer  night's  dream,  and 
bizarre,  grotesque,  and  amusing,  and  they  are  as  disconnected  with 
one  another.  But  they  are  all  treated  with  a  similar  delicacy  of 
handling — with  a  touch  as  light  as  that  of  a  fairy's  pencil,  and  the 
odor  that  is  is  emitted  from  one  and  all  is  as  sweet  and  as  evanes- 
cent as  that  which  is  breathed  in  a  summer's    evening.     The 

*  A  Day  bt  ths  Fire  ;  and  other  papers,  hitherto  UDoollected,  by  Leigh  Hunt* 
Boston :  Roberts  ^  Brothers. 
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mingled  hnmor  and  wit — the  snbtle  saiire  and  kindliness,  are  as 
interesting  as  the  graver  sentiment  of  love  and  duty  which  under- 
lies many  of  the  seemingly  half  profane  and  broadly  spoken  es- 
says. Leigh  Hunt  is  not  to  be  judged  or  condemned  for  an  occa- 
sional sneer  at  what  he  should  have  more  carefully  considered  and 
would  in  that  way  have  better  understood.  He  was  remarkable 
for  his  purity  and  elevation,  considering  the  sad  set  of  authors 
and  critics  of  the  Byron  school  with  whom  he  was  so  intimately 
associated.  The  occasional  slips  which  he  makes  bear  no  compar- 
ison with  that  which  is  good  and  charitable  and  soothing — and  on 
the  human  side,  and  in  the  sphere  of  the  minor  moralities,  is  truly 
Christian. 

Goethe's  "  Hermann  and  Dorothea.'** — Miss  Frothingham's 
translation  of  the  favorite  Idyll  "Hermann  and  Dorothea"  comes  to 
us  in  beautiful  form,  which  it  well  deserves  for  its  skillful  execu- 
tion. To  write  English  hexameters  is  not  an  easy  task.  We  are 
by  no  means  certain  that  it  is  any  the  easier  because  the  original 
German  is  in  the  same  measure.  So  far  as  we  have  compared  the 
translation  with  the  original,  we  find  it  not  only  faithful,  but  very 
dexterously  composed,  and  the  English  is  certainly  as  smooth  and 
well  chosen  as  could  be  conceived  possible.  Such  a  work  is  a 
positive  addition  to  our  literature,  as  it  will  give  pleasure  and 
tears  to  many  readers,  young  and  old.  The  simplicity,  truthful- 
ness, the  wisdom  and  tenderness,  of  the  poem  will  win  many 
hearts. 

Auerbach's  WoBKS.f — Leypoldt  &  Holt  seem  to  be  the  legiti- 
mate and  authorized  American  publishers  of  the  tales  of  the  cele- 
brated Auerbach,  which  are  now  well  known  to  multitudes  of 
readers  in  our  country.  The  Villa  on  the  Rhine  is  a  novel  of 
great  power  in  its  description  of  scenery  and  its  portraitures  of 
character.     We  must  confess,  while  we  own  its  power  and  recog- 

*  Ooethe*8  Hermann  and  Dorothea.  Tran elated  by  Ellen  FRormNGBAif.  With 
Ulustratioiia     Boston:  Roberts  Brothers.     1870. 

f  The  Villa  on  the  Rhine.  By  Bertbold  ikuEBBicB.  Author's  edition 
tritn  a  portrait  of  the  Author,  and  a  Biographical  Sketch.  By  Bitj^rd  Taylor 
Two  VolunocB.     New  York:  Leypoldt  A  Holt.     1869. 

X  Black  Forest  Village  Sioriee.  By  Berthold  Auerbach.  Translated  by 
Charles  Gobpp.  Author's  edition.  Illustrated  with  facsimiles  of  the  original 
German  Woodcuts.    New  York:  Leypoldt <fc  Holt     1869. 
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nize  the  genius  of  the  writer,  that  we  think  it  strained  and  sensa- 
tional. It  must  seem  much  more  so  we  believe  to  ordinary  read- 
ers, were  it  not  for  its  comprehensive  and  consistent  philosophy. 
This  philosophy  is  manifest  upon  every  page,  and  made  the  con- 
trolling motive  of  almost  every  incident.  The  dialogues  abound 
in  the  emphatic  utterance  and  the  elaborate  defense  of  tliis  subtle 
and  yet  passionately  held  doctrine,  which  evidently  controls  the 
faith  and  the  devotion  of  its  very  able  author.  The  leading 
characters  whom  Auerbach  reverences  in  his  heart  of  hearts,  are 
Spinoza,  Goethe,  Franklin,  and  Theodore  Parker.  The  American 
incidents,  and  character,  and  denoument^  give  abundant  occasion 
for  reference  to  the  last  two.  The  philosophical  and  poetical  life 
of  this  deep  thinking  and  strong  feeling  writer  is  nourished  by 
the  former  two. 

The  doctrine  and  tendency  of  the  book  is  summed  up  briefly  in 
a  passage  from  his  favorite  hero :  *'  Over  against  monarchy,  aris- 
tocracy, monotheism,  stand  the  republic,  democracy,  pantheism. 
TJiey  are  merely  three  different  names  for  three  phases  of  the  same 
principle."  Upon  the  possible  evil  that  may  come  of  the  influ- 
ence of  tales  like  this,  we  have  no  occasion  to  comment,  for  com- 
ment is  unnecessary. 

*'  The  Black  Forest  Village  Stories  "  are  simple,  homely,  full  of 
pathos  and  affection.  And  yet  fair  and  charming  as  are  these 
tales,  there  now  and  then  emerges  the  tokens  of  the  same  de- 
fective, and  worse  than  defective,  practical  philosophy,  which  is 
so  obtrusive  in  '*  The  Villa  on  the  Rhine." 

mSOELLANEOUB. 

New  Edition  op  the  -^neid.* — This  volume  contains  only  the 
first  six  books  of  the  -^neid.  The  general  plan  of  the  work  is 
worthy  of  being  well  carried  out.  It  includes  a  brief  account  of 
the  life  and  writings  of  Virgil ;  a  map  of  the  countries  bordering 
on  the  Mediterranean,  from  the  Tigris  on  the  east  to  Nuraidia  on 
the  west;  the  text;  a  Metrical  Index;  from  fifty  to  sixty  pages 
of  explanatory  notes,  and  a  full  Latin-EngliHh  Lexicon.     So  far  it 

*  The  jEneid  of  PMuu  VtrgiliuM  Jfaro,  elacidtttetl  by  Eoglith  notes,  critical, 
historical  and  mythological,  with  a  metrical  Index  and  Map;  and  illtif»trated  by 
antique  statoes,  gems,  coins,  and  medals.  To  which  is  added  a  copioas  dictionary, 
giving  the  meaning  of  all  the  words  with  critical  exactness.  Bt  Nathan  Co. 
viNOTojr  Brooks  LL.D.,  President  of  the  Baltimore  Female  College.  First  edl- 
on.    Philadelphia:  Claxton,  Remsen,  A  Haffelfinger.     1869. 
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does  not  differ  materially  from  other  editions  of  VirgiL  But  there 
are  two  other  features  of  the  work  which  give  it  a  marked  char- 
acter, and  which  are  adapted  to  add  greatly  to  itM  value.  The  first 
is  a  copious  addition  of  references  in  the  margin  of  the  text  to 
similar  or  illustrative  phrases  in  other  parts  of  Virgil  and  in  Ho- 
mer, Horace,  Juvenal,  Lucretius,  Livy,  Caesar,  and  twenty  other 
authors  in  various  languages,  ancient  and  modern.  The  other  and 
most  striking  peculiarity  of  the  book  is  its  illumination  with  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  engravings,  drawn  from  the  treasuries 
of  classical  archaeology.  Most  of  these  engravings  are  of  a  size 
which  permits  them  to  appear,  as  they  do,  among  the  marginal 
references  by  the  side  of  the  text.  Others  are  larger  and  freer 
compositions,  representing  mythological  or  historical  scenes,  or 
groups  of  Roman  celebrities. 

It  is  by  no  means  a  new  thing  to  make  use  of  the  remains  of 
ancient  art  to  illustrate  classical  authors,  but  we  do  not  remember 
to  have  seen  any  other  work  of  the  kind  in  which  such  engravings 
were  by  any  means  so  numerous.  We  anticipate,  however,  a  con- 
stantly increasing  use  of  the  engraver's  art,  as  a  help  in  conveying 
classical  knowledge  Quite  probably  the  Latin  lexicons  ot  the 
next  generation  will  be  **  illustrated  with  3,000  engravings,"  after 
the  manner  of  Webster. 

But  it  is  easy  to  do  more  harm  than  good  by  attempts  of  this 
kind.  What  is  wanted  is  not  a  good  picture-book,  but  knowledge, 
and  help  in  acquiring  knowledge.  This  may  be  either  the  knowl- 
edge of  what  the  men  of  classical  times  believed  to  be  true,  or  the 
knowledge  of  what  was  true.  They  believed  in  their  mythology 
and  embodied  it  in  their  works  of  art ;  and  it  is  worth  while  for 
us  to  know  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  belief  and  all  their  forms 
of  mythological  representation.  But  mythological  characters 
should  be  distinguished  from  historical  characters,  except  where 
early  history  runs  back  into  myths ;  and  even  then  we  should  take 
oare  not  to  confound  a  daring  fancy  with  well  established  fact* 
Ancient  art  gives  us,  for  instance,  beyond  a  doubt,  tolerably  cor- 
rect likenesses  of  the  Caesars.  Their  statues  and  busts,  and  has 
reliefs  on  coins  and  elsewhere,  are  so  numerous  and  well  preserved, 
that  an  American  interested  in  antiquities  in  Rome  becomes  more 
familiar  with  their  features  in  a  few  weeks  than  he  has  ever  been 
with  the  faces  of  our  successive  presidents.  Now  these  likenesses, 
copied  with  some  good  degree  of  correctness,  may  well  be  intro- 
duced into  such  a  book  as  the  manual  before  us,  where,  however, 
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they  are  valuable  only  as  they  are  correctly  given.  But  what 
does  the  learner  gain,  on  the  other  hand,  from  the  group  of  por- 
traits on  the  173d  page,  where  the  engraver  seems  to  have  ex- 
pended his  choicest  skill  in  setting  before  us  the  seven  kings  of 
Rome  ?  Even  the  existence  of  these  kings  is  denied,  and  there  is 
probably  no  man  in  the  world  bold  enough  to  claim  that  any  like- 
ness of  any  one  of  them  is  to  be  found  anywhere.  It  may  be 
said,  to  be  sure,  that  they  are  represented  in  the  works  of  ancient 
art.  So  also  ancient  art  has  preserved  to  us,  in  one  of  its  finest 
works,  the  wolf  that  suckled  Romulus  and  Remus.  But  who 
would  think  of  copying  out  of  that  celebrated  bronze  group  at 
the  Roman  capital  this  wolf,  as  a  likeness  of  the  particular  beast 
which  nurtured  young  Rome?  or  of  presenting  the  face  of  either 
of  those  bronze  babies  as  a  correct  representation  of  the  infant 
Romulus  or  Remus,  although  the  Romans  may  have  called  them 
by  those  names  for  centuries  ?  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be 
quite  a  proper  thing  to  give  a  picture  of  the  whole  of  this  ancient 
work  of  art  on  some  page  of  an  edition  of  Virgil,  because  it  em- 
bodies one  of  the  early  historical  myths  which  the  Romans  used 
to  repeat 

The  confusion  which  we  criticise  as  marring  the  most  attractive 
feature  of  this  school  book,  and  which  runs  in  a  measure  through 
the  volume,  appears  further  from  the  fact  that  the  same  persons 
are  differently  represented  in  different  parts  of  the  book,  and  with- 
out explanation.  This  would  be  quite  legitimate  in  the  case  of 
divinities,  who  appear  in  varying  characters.  But  compare  the 
Julius  CsBsar  on  page  26  with  the  same  on  page  171,  or  on  page 
174.  Or  compare  the  Augustus  on  page  page  17 1  with  the  same 
on  page  238 ;  or  the  Numa  on  page  172  with  the  same  personage 
as  he  appears,  back  to  back,  with  Romulus  in  that  unique  group  of 
kings  on  page  1 73. 

We  must  add  a  word  on  the  engravings  themselves.  The  best 
of  these  are  such  as  are  done  in  outline,  or  with  the  fewest  lines. 
But  of  those  which  are  most  elaborated,  many  have  caught  a  look 
so  modern,  as  they  have  passed  under  the  engraver's  hand,  that 
we  cannot  give  them  the  names  to  which  they  are  assigned  with- 
out a  lively  sense  of  the  ludicrous.  Think  of  such  an  Ajax  as  fig- 
ures on  the  18th  page  I  or  such  a  god  of  the  fierce  winds  as  ^olus 
is  represented  to  be  on  page  19!  or  impute  majesty,  even  under 
the  waters,  to  such  a  Neptune  as  holds  the  trident  on  page  22,  or 
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to  snch  a  feeble  figure  as  represents  the  maxima  Juno  on  page 
105! 

Bat  our  readers  must  not  suppose  that  all  such  richness  of  illus- 
tration is  wasted.  The  coins,  although  they  are  left  without  much 
explanation,  are  adapted  to  stimulate  inquiry,  and  familiarize  the 
learner  with  some  of  the  material  of  a  very  interesting  science, 
and  he  will  also  find  instruction  in  the  repres^en  tat  ions  of  the  im- 
plements of  war  and  of  religion,  and  of  the  emblems  which  dis- 
tinguish the  various  divinities.  We  only  wish  that  the  editor  had 
rejected  all  that  seems  to  have  becu  introduced  merely  to  multiply 
ornament  and  had  used  instead  more  of  the  really  instructive  ma- 
terial which  classical  archaeology  so  abundantly  furnishes.  Such 
illustrations,  presented  in  an  unambitious  style,  would  have  added 
much  to  the  real  value,  and  no  less  to  the  attractiveness  of  the 
volume. 

We  had  it  in  mind  to  notice  some  other  points  which  have  at- 
tracted our  attention,  but  will  only  add  that  the  book  is  beauti- 
fully prmted  on  tinted  paper,  and  is  withal  of  very  attractive  ap- 
pearance. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson's  **  Socibtt  and  Soutude  "  etc., 
needs  no  word  of  ours  to  extol  its  many  excellencies  or  to  be- 
speak a  welcome  from  our  readers.  The  other  topics,  besides  that 
which  is  the  title  of  this  volume  of  Essays,  are  Civilization, 
Art,  Eloquence,  Domestic  Life,  Farming,  Works  and  Days, 
Books,  Clubs,  Courage,  Success,  and  Old  Age.  Some,  if  not  all  of 
these  Essays,  have  been  already  published.  They  all  have  a  famil- 
iar look  and  sound,  perhaps  because  of  a  mannerism  which  Mr. 
Emerson,  with  all  his  resources  of  illustration,  and  with  all  his 
freshness  of  genius,  cannot  avoid.  This  mannerism  sometimes 
becomes  monotonous,  perhaps  from  the  very  tension  which  it  indi- 
cates in  the  writer  and  requires  in  the  reader.  For  Mr.  Emerson, 
with  all  his  apparent  directness  and  simplicity,  is  anything  rather 
than  a  natural  thinker  and  writer.  'His  thoughts  seem  to  fall  from 
his  mind  like  easy  and  almost  unconscious  utterances,  whereas  they 
are  in  fact  jerked  out  with  an  ill-concealed  violence  and  effort.  His 
comparisons  and  metaphors,  though  always  exciting,  and  full  of 
interest,  are  sometimes  so  extravagant  as  to  be  sensational.     Mr^ 

*  Society  and  Solitude,  TweWe  Chapters.  By  Ralph  Waldo  Emkuon. 
Boston :  Fields,  Osgood,  k  Ca     1870. 
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Emer8on  is  not  above  certain  tricks  of  thought  and  expression, 
notwithstanding  his  apparent  "Yankee  directness  and  simplicity. 
Indeed,  the  Yankee  shrewdness  is  eminent  in  his  quaint  remarks 
on  common  things,  and  Yankee  humor  often  twinkles  in  his  eye, 
especially  when  he  quietly  strives  to  take  down  characters  or  opin- 
ions for  which  most  people  cherish  a  high  esteem,  as  for  example, 
Moses,  and  Jesus,  and  the  Bible.  Indeed  we  are  not  certain,  but 
considering  the  country  in  which  he  lives,  and  that  the  people  for 
whom  he  writes,  are  somewhat  generally  reputed  to  be  Christian — 
Concord,  perhaps,  being  an  exception — Mr.  Emerson  carries  this 
tendency  a  little  too  iar,  and  sometimes  beyond  the  limit  which 
good  manners,  to  say  nothing  of  good  morals,  would  perhaps  pre- 
scribe. We  are  of  course  disposed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  he  has  become  so  satisfied  with  his  own  position  of 
philosophic  orthodoxy,  as  to  be  somewhat  pharisaic  in  respect  to 
the  poor  publicans  who  do  not  so  much  as  lilt  their  eyes  to  Ueaven 
in  the  confident  manner  which  he  would  recommend.  We  do  not 
suppose  he  intends  to  wound  the  feelings  of  his  unilluminated 
fellow-countrymen,  and  would  therefore  suggest  that  it  is  by  this 
time  pretty  well  understood  in  the  most  enlightened  circles — 
which  of  course  are  the  circles  which  read  his  Essays — what  he 
thinks  about  Jesus  and  the  various  scriptural  worthies,  and  that  he 
might  as  well  spare  their  feelings  and  be  considerate  of  their 
prejudices.  It  seems  to  us  that  as  a  matter  of  taste,  even  if  the 
affair  does  not  come  under  the  statute  concerning  cruelty  to  imbe- 
ciles, he  would  consult  his  own  influence  and  reputation  as 
a^writer,  should  he  less  obtrusively  and  less  frequently,  hoist  his 
theological  flag.  We  might  cull  out  from  this  volume  a  score 
perhaps  of  passages  which  can  serve  no  purpose  whatever,  except 
to  illustrate  his  own  inelfoctual  protest  against  popular  faith,  and 
to  awaken  towards  himself  feelings  of  neither  honor  nor  respect, 
because  they  seem  to  be  so  thoroughly  gratuitous  and  uncalled 
for. 

With  these  abatements,  which  are  no  more  applicable  to  this 
than  to  his  other  writings,  this  volume  seems  to  indicate  no  falling 
off  in  the  charm  of  thinking  and  writing  which  always  attracts 
and  holds  multitudes  ot  admiring  readers. 
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Principles  of  Domestic  Science.* — ^This  trentise  is  prompted 
by  the  conviction  that  womankind  need  special  caltnre  for  home 
duties,  and  that  higher  honors,  larger  remuneration,  and  greater 
usefulness  will  surely  follow,  when  women  are  thoroughly  taught 
the  principles  of  domestic  economy,  and  trained  with  reference  to 
their  profession  as  "  house-keepers  and  health-keepers."  How  far 
the  work  may  prove  serviceable  as  a  text  book,  we  will  not  pre- 
dict, though  twenty  pages  of  questions  and  suggestive  hints  for 
the  use  of  teachers  and  scholars,  vindicate  the  desire  of  the 
authors  that  it  should  be  studied  and  recited  in  schools ;  but  we 
are  confident  that  its  wide  circulation  would  promote  comfort, 
convenience,  economy,  and  health*  especially  among  people  of 
moderate  circumstances,  living  in  small  houses,  with  little  or  no 
"help,"  and  in  a  frugal  way.  Its  hints  on  various  departments  of 
domestic  economy,  its  suggestions  about  the  necessities  of  the 
body  and  the  mind,  and  its  advice  about  the  care  of  the  aged,  the 
sick,  the  ignorant,  the  homeless,  the  helpless,  and  the  vicious,  will 
prove  salutary  in  thousands  of  fiimilies.  This,  however,  is  inci- 
dental to  the  design  of  the  authors.  They  desire  to  magnify  the 
calling  of  woman,  and  to  convince  or  reassure  intelligent,  reflec- 
ting Christian  women  that  it  is  a  noble  work  which  falls  to  their 
lot  in  training  the  whole  race  to  the  highest  possible  virtue  and 
happiness  with  chief  reference  to  the  future  world ;  and  in  this 
aim  they  have  our  most  cordial  sympathy. 

EccE  FEMiNA.f— Mr.  Carlos  White's  discussion  of  "the  woman 
question  "  is  very  able  and  eflfective.  The  only  objection  which 
we  make  to  his  book  is  its  title.  The  Latin  in  it,  we  mean  for  the 
epexcgesis  of  the  title,  is  sufficiently  explicit  and  intelligible.  Mr. 
White  writes  with  great  honesty,  great  candor,  great  patience  of 
analysis,  with  a  certain  simple-hearted  dispassionateness  that  is 
eminently  refreshing — and  a  Yankee-like  homeliness  which  makes 

*  Principles  of  Domettie  Science ;  <u  applied  to  the  Xhitiea  and  Pletuurea  oj 
Home,  A  text  book  for  the  use  of  young  ladies  ia  schools,  seminaries,  and  coI« 
leges.  By  Cathabinb  E.  Bbkohkr  and  Habrikt  Bceoheb  Stowk.  New  York: 
J.  B.  Ford  <b  Co.     1870.     pp.  89a 

*  Ecee  Fanina,  An  attempt  to  solve  the  woman  question.  Being  an  exami- 
nation of  arguments  in  favor  of  female  suffrage  by  John  Stuart  Mill»  and  a  pre- 
pentntion  of  arguments  agaiuat  the  proposed  change  in  the  constitution  of  society. 
By  Carlos  White,  Hanover,  N.  H.    Boston :  Lee  <b  Shepard.    1870. 
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his  argnments  home-th  rusts  against  his  antagonists.  He  is  evi- 
dently a  thoroughly  honest  and  earnest  man,  to  whom  a  joke 
would  be  as  foreign  as  to  a  Scotchman,  to  whom  anything  like 
banter  would  be  an  amazing  piece  of  impertinence.  He  takes  up 
the  subject  with  the  confession  that  for  certain  solid  and  substan- 
tial reasons  he  was  at  first  more  than  half  inclined  to  accept  the 
reform ;  but  on  a  careful  consideration  of  certain  other  reasons, 
which  he  finds  more  solid  and  substantial,  he  has  been  compelled 
to  withdraw  from  all  participation  in  it.  The  potent  name  of 
Mr.  John  Stuart  Mill  does  not  appal  him  His  arguments  do  not 
convince  our  imperturbable  and  honest  New  Englander.  He  even 
turns  Mr.  Mill's  own  logic  against  himself,  and  then  proceeds  to 
set  forth  certain  cogent  arguments  which  all  the  advocates  of  the 
opposite  opinion  would  do  well  to  consider,  and  will  find  it  some- 
what difficult  to  answer.  To  this  contest  we  must  come  at  last, 
and  we  hope  Mr.  White  will  find  "his  mission"  in  seeing  that 
the  republic  of  the  male  sex,  as  well  as  the  republic  of  collective 
humanity  and  our  Christian  civilization,  shall  suffer  no  detriment. 

Communion  Wine  and  Bible  Temperance.* — ^This  work  has 
been  preity  widely  and  gratuitously  circulated  for  the  sake  ot 
convincing  the  public  that  the  churches  are  bound  to  exclude  all 
fermented  wine  from  the  Lord's  Table.  A  good  cause  may  be 
damaged  by  bad  logic.  It  has  been  so  with  the  temperance  refor- 
mation. This  book  is  an  illustration.  A  book  so  full  of  misrep- 
resentations, misprints,  sophistry,  and  inconclusive  reasoning,  we 
have  not  lately  read.  We  notice  it  only  to  disavow  its  fallacies. 
The  money  of  a  temperance  society  might  be  better  spent  than  in 
perpetuating  a  work  so  weak  as  this. 

*  Communion  Wine  and  Bible  Temperanee.  By  Rev.  William  M.  Thatib. 
New  York:  National  Temperaace  Society  aiid  Pablication  Houae.  1869.  paper, 
pp.  90. 
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THBOLOGIOAL   AND  RELIGIOUS. 

Proyerbs,  EcolesiasteSf  and  the  Song  of  Solomon,  with  Notes,  critical,  explan- 
atory, and  practical,  designed  for  both  pastors  and  people.  By  Rev.  Henry 
Oowles.  D.  D.    New  York  :  D.  Appleton  <b  Co.    1870.     12mo.  pp.  868. 

The  Ministry  in  Galilee.  By  Rev.  William  Hanna,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.  New  York : 
Robert  Carter  k  Brothers.  1870.  12mo.  pp.  860 

Beginning  Life;  Chapters  for  Young  Men  on  Religion,  Study,  and  Business. 
By  John  TuUoob,  D.  D.,  Principal  and  Primarius  Professor,  St.  Mary's  College, 
St.  Andrews.    American  Tract  Society,  New  York.  12mo.  pp.  268. 

Crowned  and  Discrowned ;  or,  the  Rebel  King  and  the  Prophet  of  Ramah. 
By  Rev.  a  W.  Culver,  A.  M.  With  an  Introduction  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Eaton,  D.  D.; 
Pres.  of  the  Theohigical  Department  of  Madison  University.  Boston :  Gould  A 
Lincoln.  1870.  16mo.  pp.  149. 

Removing  Mountains;  Life  Lessons  from  the  Gospels.  By  John  S.  Hart. 
New  York:  Robert  Carter  A  Brothers.     1870.  16mo.  pp.  806. 

Questions  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  with  a  theme  from  each  verse.  For 
Bible  Classes  and  Sabbath  School  Teachers.  By  John  A.  Paine,  M.  D.  New 
York:  Anson  D.  F.  Randolph  A  Co.     1870.     12mo.  pp.  228. 

A  Manual  of  the  Doctrines  and  Usages  of  Congregational  Churches.  Compiled 
by  Rev.  J.  E.  Roy,  D.  D.    Chicago:  1870.  12mo.  pp.  48. 

Pearls  of  Wisdom.  A  Text  of  Scripture,  with  an  appropriate  selection  from 
Tarious  authors.  For  every  day  in  the  year.  By  Rev.  Samuel  Hutchings. 
American  Tract  Society,  160  Nassau  street.  New  York. 

Fables  of  Infidelity  aud  Tracts  of  Faith.  A  series  of  Tracts  on  the  absurdity 
of  Atheism,  Pantheism,  and  Rationalism.  By  Robert  Patterson.  New  York : 
Robert  Carter  A  Brothers.     12mo.  pp.  ^16. 

BELLES   LETTRE8. 

Mauprat.  A  Novel.  By  George  Sand.  Translated  from  the  French,  by  Vir- 
ginia Yaughan.    Boston :  Roberts  Brothers.    1870.    l6mo.  pp.  824. 

The  Spanish  Barber.  A  Tale  of  the  Bible  in  Spain.  New  York:  M.  W.  Dodd. 
1870.  16ma  pp.  809.  [This  is  a  new  book  by  the  author  of  ''The  Maiden  and 
Married  Life  of  Mary  Powell,  afterwards  Mistress  Milton."] 

Stepping  Heavenward.  By  R  Prentiss,  author  of  the  "  Susy  Books."  New 
York:  A.  D.  F.  Randolph.    1870.  12mo.  pp.  426. 

Hedged  In.  By  Elizabeth  Stuart  Phelps,  author  of  "The  Gates  Ajar."  Bos- 
ton ;  Fields,  Osgood  A  Co.     1870.  16mo.  pp.  296. 

Wonder  Stories  told  for  Children.  By  Hans  Christian  Andersen.  With 
illustrations  by  Y.  Pedersen  and  M.  L.  Stone.  Author's  edition.  New  York : 
Hurd  A  Houghton.     1870.  ISmo.  pp.  656. 
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Warp  and  Woof.  A  Book  of  Vene.  By  Samuel  Willoughby  Duffield.  New 
Tok>k:  AnBon  D.  F.  Randolph  <&  Co.    18*70.  12mo.  pp.  188. 

Home  Influence ;  a  Tale  for  Mothers  and  Daughters.  By  Grace  Aguilar.  New 
Edition.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  <b  Co.  1870.  12mo.  pp.  886.  [This  is  the 
first  volume  of  a  new  edition  of  Orace  Aguilar^s  works,  to  be  published  in  nine 
volumes,  at  $1  per  volume.] 

The  Spencers ;  A  Story  of  Home  Influence.  By  Rev.  Stephen  H.  Tyng,  D.  D., 
Rector  of  St  Qeorge's  Church,  New  York.  American  Tract  Society,  160  Nassau 
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Abticlb  I.— ST.  FRANCIS  AND  HIS  TIME* 

Regent  events  have  turned  the  attention  of  historicai  Btadentg^ 
both  in  Europe  and  America,  to  a  review  of  those  periods  in 
the  history  of  the  Romish  Church  that  have  been  most  remark- 
able for  their  danger  and  their  triumph.  Of  the  different 
attempts  that  have  been  made  by  the  human  intellect  to  rise 
up  against  the  Roman  yoke  and  throw  it  off,  there  are  two  that 
may  be  deemed  peculiarly  worthy  of  careful  study.  The  one, 
that  which  followed  dose  upon  the  revival  of  classical  scholar- 
ship, and  the  inventions  and  discoveries  of  the  fifteenth  and  six^ 
teenth  centuries,  is  already  for  the  most  part  well  understood. 
With  the  other,  that  which  occurred  at  the  moment  when 
Europe  was  emerging  from  the  darkness  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
and  men  were  showing  the  first  symptoms  of  intellectual  free- 
dom, the  world  is  far  less  familiar.  At  a  time  when  so  many 
possibilities  are  involved  in  the  action  of  the  Council  now  con- 
vened at  Rome,  it  may  not  be  without  interest  to  pass  in  review 
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some  of  the  events  of  that  great  struggle  which  took  place  in 
the  thirteenth  century.  ' 

One  of  the  most  brilliant  administrations  in  the  history  of 
the  Romish  Church  was  that  of  Innocent  III.  Gregory 
VII.,  by  the  boldness  of  his  ambition,  did  more  perhaps  to 
raise  the  hierarchy  to  an  ascendency  over  the  secular  govern- 
ments ;  and,  Sixtus  V.,  by  the  skill  with  which  he  conducted 
his  church  through  the  most  critical  period  of  its  history,  earn- 
ed the  right  perhaps  to  be  regarded  as  a  still  greater  states- 
man. But  neither  of  these  embodied  in  himself  so  com- 
pletely all  those  attributes  which  are  naturally  associated  with 
the  name  Supreme  Pontiff,  as  did  he  who  wore  the  triple 
crown  and  gave  law  to  Christendom  at  the  beginning  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  By  the  prominence  which  he  gave  to  the 
Canons  of  the  Church,  by  the  steadiness  with  which  he  insist- 
ed upon  the  binding  force  of  the  Decretals,  by  the  unity  and 
coherence  of  his  policy,  as  well  as  by  the  judicious  exercise  of 
the  enormous  power  already  vested  in  the  pontifical  throne, 
Innocent  brought  to  its  culmination  that  policy  of  papal 
ascendency  which  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  years  had  been 
slowly  revolutionizing  the  constitution  of  the  Church.  That 
great  revolution  (for  it  can  be  called  nothing  le^s)  which  had 
begun  about  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century  with  the  fabrica- 
tion of  the  Isidorian  Decretals,  and  which  had  found  its  most 
powerful  support  in  the  forgeries  of  Gratian,  reached  its 
appropriate  and  complete  fruition  in  the  words  of  Innocent 
III.,  when  he  declared  that  ''  Christ  had  committed  the  whole 
world,  temporal  as  well  as  spiritual,  to  the  government  of  the 
Popes." 

These  extraordinary  claims  on  the  part  of  the  -pope  were 
not  without  their  influence  on  the  political  condition  of  the 
different  European  nationalities.  Those  who  had  come  to 
look  upon  the  Pontiff  as  infallible  in  all  matters  of  eternal 
interest,  advanced  by  an  easy  logic  to  have  full  taith  in  all  his 
assumptions  of  infallibility  in  the  minor  and  less  difficult 
aftiairs  of  temporal  interest.  Thus  the  secular  power  of  the 
pope  came  by  degrees  to  be  felt  in  all  parts  of  Europe,  and 
Innocent  was  able  to  convert  into  realities  visions  of  temporal 
supremacy  which  had  filled  the  mind  of  the  great  Hildebra^d 
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bnt  which  even  Hildebrand  himself  had  not  been  strong 
enough  to  realize.  He  not  only  succeeded  in  wrenching  an 
oath  of  fealty  from  the  temporal  officers  at  Rome,  and  in 
bringing  under  his  control  several  of  the  imperial  provinces  of 
Italy ;  but  also  in  making  the  tremendous  force  of  his  power 
felt  in  every  country  north  of  the  Alps.  In  Germany  he  an- 
nulled the. election  of  one  Emperor,  and  raised  into  the  vacant 
throne  another  whom  he  in  turn  also  excommunicated.  In 
France  he  laid  Philip  Augustus  under  an  interdict  which 
absolved  all  French  subjects  from  their  allegiance,  and  which 
offered  the  French  crown  to  any  one  who  would  take  the 
trouble  to  accept  and  defend  it.  From  Baldwin,  the  con- 
queror of  Constant  inople,  he  received  the  virtual  control  of 
the  Eastern  Empire,  and  from  the  hand  of  John  he  accepted 
that  villanage  of  England  which  was  to  blacken  forever  the 
name  of  an  English  king,  and  secure  the  advantages  of  the 
Great  Charter  to  the  English  people. 

The  boldness  with  which  Innocent  thus  ventured  to  bestow 
kingdoms,  and  cite  princes  to  his  judgment  seat,  would 
seem  to  indicate  either  that  the  temporal  as  well  as  the  spirit- 
ual supremacy  of  the  Pontiffs  had  been  established  beyond 
question,  or  that,  as  a  last  desperate  throw  in  a  losing  game, 
the  pope,  having  abandoned  all  hope  of  convincing  his  oppo- 
nents, was  determined  to  stun  them  into  submission  by  the 
very  audacity  of  his  pretensions. 

But  however  this  enormous  display  of  temporal  power  is  to 
be  interpreted,  it  requires  but  a  glance  at  the  political  and  re- 
ligious characteristics  of  the  thirteenth  century  to  see  that 
there  were  to  the  church  grounds  for  the  most  serious  alarm. 
Though  the  material  prosperity  of  the  hierarchy  was  unabated, 
there  were  beginning  to  germinate  in  all  parts  of  Christendom 
certain  seeds  of  discontent.  It  began  to  be  painfully  appar- 
ent, not  only  to  the  clear  intelligence  of  the  pope  but  also  to 
all  the  higher  officers  of  the  church,  that  there  was  need  of  the 
greatest  wisdom  in  the  administration  of  her  affairs  and  in  the 
direction  of  her  councils.  For  it  was  in  this  very  century 
that  the  darkness  of  the  Middle  Ages  began  to  disappear. 
It  was  during  this  very  reign  of  Innocent  HE.  that  the  gray 
dawn  of  twilight  gave  the  first  promise  of  modem  intelligence 
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and  modem  independence.  Indeed  new  methods  of  thought 
had  ah*eadj  begun  to  prevail.  On  every  hand  there  was 
beginning  to  manifest  itself  a  spirit  with  which  the  church 
was  unacquainted.  In  every  province  of  Europe  the  people 
had  caught  a  spirit  of  menace  which  could  not  be  overlooked 
or  ignored.  It  was  that  disintegrating  spirit  which  manifested 
a  general  distrust  of  all  central  authority,  and  that  frater^ 
nizing  spirit  which  discovered  a  universal  tendency  toward  the 
establishment  of  free  cities  and  independent  brotherhoods. 
Already  there  were  to  be  detected  the  active  germs  of  the 
commercial  cities  of  Italy.  Frankfort  and  Biniges  showed 
signs  of  independence ;  London  and  Norwich  had  just  come 
into  possession  of  corporate  charters ;  and  the  cities  of  the 
Hanse  were  forming  the  league  that  was  to  secure  for  them 
centuries  ot  commercial  supremacy. 

Nor  were  the  independent  religious  associations  of  the 
period  less  numerous  or  less  important.  There  was  scarcely  a 
comer  in  Europe  in  which  there  was  not  to  be  found  a  group 
of  sectaries.  These  diiferent  groups  were  distinguished  from 
each  other  usually  by  some  slight  differences  of  doctrine,  but 
they  were  all  united  in  their  opposition  to  what  they  deemed 
the  proud  luxury  and  haughty  dominance  of  their  spiritual 
lords.  These  individual  discontents  considered  singly  would 
have  been  deemed  of  trifling  impoitance,  but  reduced  to  an 
aggregate  they  afforded  just  cause  of  alarm.  And  the  im- 
portance to  the  church  of  those  manifestations  was  greatly 
aggravated  by  the  fact  that  they  found  freest  expression  where 
there  was  the  greatest  political  independence,  and  the  most 
active  individual  intelligence.  That  such  was  the  case,  may 
be  shown  by  a  single  illustration. 

The  most  flourishing  and  civilized  portion  of  Europe  at 
the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century  was  perhaps  the 
southern  part  of  France.  This  territory  had  a  substantially 
distinct  national  character,  and  it  was  favored  with  some  ele- 
ments of  civilization  that  were  peculiarly  its  own.  Its  geo- 
graphical position  had  ensured  it  against  barbarian  desolation, 
and  it  had  thus  been  able  to  preserve  a  greater  number  of 
relics  of  Roman  art  and  culture  than  almost  any  portion  of 
Italy  itself.    Moreover  it  was  beginning  to  have  a  speech  of 
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its  own.  As  yet  the  diflferent  vernacular  dialects,  that  since 
the  fifth  century,  had  been  springing  up  here  and  there  in 
Europe,  were  left  to  the  monopoly  of  boors  and  outcasts.  But 
the  language  of  Provence  was  fast  usurping  the  place  of  the 
Latin.  The  most  elegant  scholars  and  poets  of  Languedoc  did 
not  disdain  to  clothe  their  thoughts  in  their  mother  tongue.    - 

And  the  people  were  as  free  in  thought  as  they  were  ele- 
gant in  literature.  Of  all  the  Europeans  they  alone  had  been 
brought  into  peaceful  contact  with  the  Moors  of  Grenada. 
While  the  Normans  and  the  Spaniards  were  meeting  the  Mussul- 
mans only  to  give  anjl  receive  blows,  the  people  of  Provence 
were  exchanging  the  most  friendly  hospitalities  with  scholars 
that  were  skilled  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Arabs.  Kor  were 
these  their  only  advantages.  The  marts  of  Narbonne  and 
Toulouse  were  often  sought  by  mei'chants  of  Athens,  who 
brought  with  their  merchandize,  not  only  the  literature  of  their 
fathers,  but  also  their  bold  methods  and  theories  in  matters  o^ 
philosophy  and  religion. 

Now  these  combined  influences  could  not  be  without  their 
eifect  upon  the  enquiring  intelligence  of  the  people  of  Pro- 
vence. Moreover  when  the  bands  which  either  in  litera- 
ture or  politics  or  religion  have  boimd  a  people  to  hereditary 
forms  are  once  sundered,  there  is  no  longer  willing  submis- 
sion to  any  kind  of  servitude  whatever.  Political  and  re- 
ligious reforms  have  ever  produced  each  other.  The  general 
outburst  of  intelligence  which  we  have  noticed  in  Southern 
France,  would  be  likely,  therefore,  to  be  followed  by  a  corres- 
ponding movement  in  matters  of  religion.  And  such,  indeed, 
was  the  fact.  A  new  system  of  theology  combining  some  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  ancient  Manichees,  with  a  still  greater 
number  of  those  which  were  afterwards  to  form  the  creeds  of 
the  Protestants,  was  the  result.  And  these  new  doctrines, 
whole  pages  of  which  would  be  accepted  by  modem  Cal  vinists, 
spread  with  great  rapidity.  They  extended  to  the  North 
well  on  toward  Paris,  and  found  also  a  congenial  home  in  the 
darkest  defiles  of  the  Alps.  Over  a  large  territory  they 
almost  completely  supplanted  the  Catholic  church.  The  regu- 
lar clergy  were  either  driven  away  or  looked  upon  with  dis- 
gust mingled  with  contempt. 
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Thus  the  heresy  of  the  Albigenses,  germinating  iu  a  soil  so 
well  prepai-ed  for  its  reception,  and  encouraged  bj  so  many 
favoring  circumstances,  grew  to  most  formidable  proportions. 
It  was  no  trifling  thing  that  the  one  transalpine  nation  or 
province  that  had  emerged  from  mediaeval  darkness  had  thrown 
ofl^  all  respect  for  Rome,  and  that  the  c»ne  modem  language, 
fit  for  the  purposes  of  poetry  and  philosophy,  was  devoted  to 
the  propagation  of  heresy  alone.  Nothing  could  be  more  evi- 
dent than  that  this  spirit  of  independence,  that  was  every 
where  raising  its  menacing  front,  if  not  either  subjugated  or 
controlled,  would  revolutionize  the  whole  structure  of  society, 
both  feudal  and  ecclesiastical.  To  control  or  subjugate  the 
new  spirit,  was  tlierefore  the  great  problem  presented  to  the 
church  of  the  thirteenth  century.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  its 
solution  called  for  the  clearest  intelligence,  and  the  most  far- 
seeing  statesmanship. 

•  Of  the  terrible  crusade  organized  against  the  Albigenses,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  speak.  It  is  the  saddest  story  in  all  the 
annals  of  a  persecuting  church,  and  the  world  gladly  avoids  a 
contemplation  of  its  sickening  details.  But  it  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark that  although  Simon  de  Montfort,  and  his  compeers  in 
crime  and  cruelty,  were  strong  enough  to  destroy  the  heresy, 
they  found  themselves  entirely  unable  to  suppress  that  spirit 
of  independence  from  which  the  heresy  sprung.  The  Pontiff 
had  demonstrated  the  strength  of  the  church,  but  he  had  also 
revealed  the  strength  of  that  spirit  of  independence  that  was 
every  where  lifting  its  head  in  protest.  And  that  spirit  would 
not  yield  to  the  sword  or  the  fagot.  If  exterminated  in  one 
locality,  it  showed  itself  straightway  in  another.  No  tempo- 
rary success  of  the  church  removed  the  ground  of  alarm.  It 
was  evident  therefore  th'at  the  whole  system  of  ecclesiastical 
polity  needed  to  be  revised  and  strengthened.  The  hierarchy 
had  plainly  overreached  itself,  and  if  it  would  preserve  its 
supremacy  over  the  consciences  of  men,  there  was  but  one 
course  for  it  to  adopt,  and  that  was  to  retrace  its  steps  and  re- 
turn to  those  purer  habits  of  faith  and  life  which  had  given 
I  haracter  and  success  to  the  primitive  church. 

It  is  said  that  one  afternoon  in  the  year  1210  a  group  of 
churchmen,  in  sumptuous  apparel,  were  slowly  traversing  the 
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Ibfty  terrace  oi  the  Lateran.  At  their  head  was  one  whose 
eagle  eje,  and  capacious  brow  announced  him  as  lord  and  ruler 
of  the  church  militant.  No  prouder  monarch  had  ever  called 
the  seven  hills  his  own,  and  i\o  one  had  ever  been  surrounded 
with  greater  perplexities.  He  was  absorbed  in  thought,  and 
his  reverie  seemed  to  be  shaped  and  shaded  by  the  dark  clouds 
that  were  rising  in  different  parts  of  Europe.  His  dress  was 
studiously  simple  and  it  was  evident  to  all  that  he  was  re- 
volving in  mind  the  difficulties  that  beset  him  in  the  control  of 
his  vast  dominions. 

In  this  unconscious  condition  Innocent  found  his  medita- 
tions suddenly  interrupted  by  a  group  of  three  or  four  mendi- 
cants who  had  approached  unobserved  and  had  prostrated 
themselves  at  his  feet.  For  a  moment  he  gazed  at  their  ema- 
ciated faces,  the  squalid  dress,  and  the  bare  and  unwashed  feet 
of  his  suitors  ;  and  then  curling  his  lip  with  disdain  he  order- 
ed them  out  of  his  presence,  and  retired  again  to  the  solitary 
recesses  of  his  own  thoughts.  The  mendicants  withdrew  as 
quietly  as  they  had  approached,  but  not  until  they  had  really 
accomplished  their  mission.  They  had  left  before  the  Pontiff 
the  manuscript  which  it  was  the  chief  object  of  their  visit  to 
present.  That  parchment  ccmtained  the  Articles  of  Associa. 
tion  of  a  new  religious  order,  that  had  been  formed  for  a  pur- 
pose no  less  than  the  restoration  of  pure  Catholicism  through- 
out Italy,  and  perhaps  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Christian 
world.  At  the  head  of  the  company  of  mendicants  was 
Francis  of  Assisi. 

The  Franciscan  historians  tell  a  charming  story  to  the  effect 
that  after  Innocent  had  sent  the  intruders  roughly  away,  he 
Withdrew  to  look  over  the  paper  which  had  been  placed  with 
so  much  humility  at  his  feet.  Afl^er.its  perusal  he  retired,  but 
only  to  have  a  troublesome  night.  In  his  dreams  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  his  position  seemed  to  overwhelm  him.  At  length  a 
palm  tree  sprouted  up  between  his  very  feet.  Shooting  rapidly 
up  into  the  heavens  it  cast  abroad  its  arms,  and  offered  to  him 
the  grateful  protection  of  its  foliage.  The  vision  of  the  night 
gave  form  and  character  to  the  policy  of  the  morning.  The 
dream  was  interpreted  to  signify  that  the  new  order  of  Fran, 
ciscans  would  strike  its  roots  deep   into  society,  and,  by  its 
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wide-spreading  branches,  would  afford  that  protection  and  re- 
freshment which  the  church  so  much  needed. 

Early  in  the  morning,  Innocent  recalled  the  mendicants  to 
his  presence.  They  had  retired  to  spend  the  night  in  prayer, 
in  full  faith  that  the  pope  would  yet  summon  them  to  an 
audience,  and  grant  to  their  work  the  coveted  seal  of  his  bene- 
diction. And  now  their  prayers  were  to  be  answered,  and 
their  faith  realized.  The  desires  and  the  promises  of  Francis 
were  heard.  The  laws  of  the  order  were  examined,  and  after 
discussion  and  deliberation  were  approved.  Thus  the  founder 
of  the  new  order  received  the  solemn  apostolical  blessing.  In- 
flamed with  zeal  to  enter  at  once  upon  his  great  work  of  de- 
fending the  church,  he  took  his  immediate  departure  from 
Rome,  and  returned  to  his  native  city. 

The  reception  of  Francis  by  his  former  associates  at  Assisi, 
can  only  be  understood  in  connection  with  a  remembrance  of 
those  checkered  events  and  experiences  that  had  thus  far  made 
up  his  life. 

His  fether  was  one  of  the  richest  merchants  of  Assisi — so 
prominent,  indeed,  for  his  wealth  as  to  be  among  the  foremost 
of  those  whom  the  popes  deemed  it  prudent  to  propitiate  in 
the  guilds  of  the  nascent  Italian  cities.  The  son  inherited 
not  only  the  wealth,  but  also  the  business  talent  of  his  father. 
As  a  boy  he  was  remembered  to  have  been  the  brightest 
among  the  children  of  Assisi ;  as  a  youth,  to  have  traversed  the 
streets  as  the  merriest  of  her  troubadours ;  and,  on  arriving  at 
his  majority,  as  a  merchant,  he  had  been  among  the  most  de- 
voted and  successfuL  Everything  seemed  to  indicate  what 
the  world  calls  a  life  of  smooth  prosperity.  For  a  number  of 
years  nothing  of  importance  occurred  to  disturb  the  even  flow 
of  his  easy  and  successful  Activity.  There  was  every  promise 
of  that  mediocre  life  which  is  satisfied  with  temporary  applause 
and  respect,  but  which  in  the  end  is  destined  to  be  swallowed 
up  and  leave  no  trace  of  a  name  behind  it. 

But  that  prospect  was  suddenly  interrupted.  In  a  war  that 
broke  out,  medisBval  fashion,  between  Assisi  and  Perugia, 
Francis,  as  one  of  the  most  public  spirited,  was  among  the 
first  to  contribute  his  money  and  his  sword.  And  he  was  one 
of  the  earliest  to  be  taken   prisoner.      Twelve  months  he 
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languished  amid  the  horrors  of  a  mediaval  dnngeon.  A 
severe  illness  carried  him  to  the  very  gates  of  death,  and  his 
gaze  was  directed  with  more  than  usual  earnestness  into  the 
abyss  beyond.  For  weeks  it  remained  uncertain  whether  he 
would  be  called  to  pass  the  barrier,  or  be  allowed  to  retrace 
his  steps  to  the  material  world.  At  length,  however,  he  re- 
covered, and  was  soon  after  released,  but  his  whole  nature 
seemed  to  have  undergone  a  transformation.  He  had  left  his 
former  self  in  the  dungeon,  and  seemed  to  have  come  forth 
another.  He  brought  to  the  companionship  of  his  ftnends  the 
air  of  one  to  whom  had  been  revealed  all  the  mysteries  of  the 
future,  and  upon  whom  those  mysteries  had  made  the  deepest 
and  strongest  impression. 

On  his  release  the  people  of  Assisi  attempted  to  celebrate 
his  recovery  and  return.  Going  out  to  meet  him  they  placed 
in  his  hand  the  sceptre  of  the  Hng  of  fi\)lie,  and  on  his  head 
the  crown  of  Momus.  But  amid  all  their  festivities  the  voice 
of  Francis  was  unheard.  And  with  such  a  leader  even  the 
revels  of  his  ftnends  could  not  be  completely  joyftil.  Aftier  all 
their  eflforts,  the  streets  echoed  but  faintly  to  the  shouts  and 
songs  of  the  multitude.  The  painftil  shadow  that  had  settled 
upon  the  countenance  of  their  leader  was  not  slow  in  gather- 
ing upon  those  of  his  companions. 

At  length  one  of  the  most  fiimiliar  and  jocund  ventured  to 
ask,  *'  Why  are  you  so  grave,  Francis ;  are  you  going  to  be 
married  ?"  "  I  am,"  responded  the  leader,  "and  to  a  lady  of 
such  rank,  wealth,  and  beauty,  that  the  world  cannot  produce 
her  like.*'  And  with  that  response,  he  burst  fi*om  the  throng 
to  search  out  and  espouse  the  lady  of  his  choice.  On  that 
very  day,  before  one  of  the  altars  in  Assisi,  he  kneeled  to  con- 
summate the  purpose  of  his  heart.  And  there,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  and  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  he  vowed  to 
take  her  whom  he  had  chosen  as  his  wedded  wife,  for  better, 
for  worse,  to  love  and  to  cherish  till  death  should  them  part. 
And  the  name  of  his  bride,  was  Poverty. 

The  marriage  of  St.  Francis  has  been  a  favorite  theme  with 
several  of  the  world's  geniuses.  It  has  been  celebrated  in 
some  of  the  most  graceftil  lines  of  Italy's  greatest  poet,  and 
in  an  eloquent  sermon  by  the  greatest  of  French  orators.    But 
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after  all  the  most  touching  tribute  paid  to  these  espousals,  was 
by  the  greatest  of  the  early  Italian  paintei's. 

The  traveler  who  in  Italy  to-day  yields  to  the  temptation 
held  out  by  the  picturesque  situation  of  Assisi : 

"  Fertile  co«U  d*alto  monte  pende, 
Onde  PerugiA  sente  freddo  e  caldo." 

will  have  his  chief  reward  not  in  reminders  of  Propertius  and 
Metastasio,  but  in  the  study  of  that  curious  old  pile  that  is  at 
once  a  mausoleum  of  St.  Francis,  and  a  sanctuary  of  early 
Italian  Art.  As  one  enters  the  Cathedral  in  high  expectation 
of  finding  much  that  is  of  interest  in  the  way  of  art,  a  tempo- 
rary disappointment  is  sure  to  be  felt  amid  the  discourage- 
ments of  Gaddi  and  Cavallini.  But  on  reaching  the  High 
Altar  all  disappointment  vanishes.  Directly  above  are  the 
four  great  frescoes  by  Giotto,  the  remarkable  excellence  of 
which  placed  the  artist  high  above  all  his  contemporaries,  and 
compelled  even  Dante  to  acknowledge  the  superiority. 

'*  Greddtte  OimAboe  nella  pintora 
Tener  lo  campo,  ed  ora  ha  Giotto  il  grido. 
Si  ohe  la  fama  di  oolni  oocura.** 

Hiobc  four  triangular  paintings  are  a  real  apotheosis  of  St. 
Francis.  Three  of  them  are  designed  in  celebration  of  Pover- 
ty, Chastity,  and  Obedience,  the  three  cardinal  vows  of  the 
Franciscans,  and  the  fourth  is  a  Glorification,  as  if  to  hint  at 
the  reward  promised  for  the  faithful.  As  a  work  of  Art,  the 
latter  probably  stands  at  the  head  of  Giotto's  works.  But  in 
those  characteristics  which  address  themselves  to  the  soul 
rather  than  to  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  and  fill  it  with  an  un- 
speakable sympathy  and  forgetfiilness  of  all  its  temporal  sur- 
roundings, the  palm  of  excellence  must  be  awarded  to  the 
PovertA.  A.s  the  fittest  representation  of  his  subject,  the 
artist,  in  this  picture,  commemorates  the  solemn  union  of 
Francis  and  his  bride.  The  latter  is  clothed  in  sordid  apparel 
and  her  feet  are  torn  by  the  sharp  thorns  and  stones  over 
which  she  is  passing.  But  above  and  around  her  head  is  a 
glorious  crown  of  light  and  roses,  as  if  to  proclaim  to  every 
beholder  that  the  soul  may  be  elevated  and  purified  by  means 
of  4;he  severest  corporal  afflictions.     The  Saviour  stands  by 
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her  side  and  is  in  the  act  of  presenting  her  to  Francis,  who  is 
about  to  place  upon  her  finger  the  nuptial  ring. 

And  that  marriage  of  the  founder  of  this  new  Order  to  his 
bride  Poverty,  which  was  wrought  out  with  so  much  sympathy 
and  pathos  by  Giotto,  was  to  Francis  himself  no  unmeaning 
figure.  From  the  day  of  his  vow  his  conduct  comported  with 
his  profession.  His  riches  were  lavished  upon  the  poor  until 
his  last  scudo  was  gone ;  but  even  then  his  conscience  found  no 
rest.  He  was  dissatisfied  with  himself,  and  dissatisfied  with 
the  whole  world.  Society  was  to  him  only  a  complicated  im- 
posture. Days  and  nights  were  spent  in  self-condemnation 
and  self-inflicted  physical  torture.  Prostrate  in  the  darkest  re- 
cesses of  the  mountains,  and  even  at  times  in  the  crowded 
aisles  of  the  Cathedral,  the  contortions  of  his  body  bore  fre- 
quent witness  to  the  stmggles  of  his  soul.  All  men  not  de- 
voted exclusively  to  the  nurture  of  their  spiritual  life,  were 
condemned  to  the  most  fearful  torments.  All  the  pleasures  of 
this  life  were  corrupting  vanities,  and  the  most  substantial  of 
earthly  rewards  were  but  empty  shadows  that  flit  away.  He 
exchanged  his  own  clothing  with  a  mendicant,  and  believing 
that  Christ  had  regarded  the  leprous  with  peculiar  tenderness, 
he  pushed  his  self-abnegation  to  the  extent  of  pressing  to  his 
bosom  a  wretch  rendered  loathsome  by  the  most  repulsive  of 
all  diseases. 

Had  Francis  lived  in  the  nineteenth  century,  he  would  have 
been  hastened  to  an  insane  asylum  in  spite  of  himself;  but 
living  in  the  thirteenth,  a  lull  century  before  Gilaberto  JoflGre 
gave  to  Europe  the  first  hospital  for  lunatics,  there  was  noth- 
ing for  his  friends  to  do  but  to  await  the  more  complete  estab-^ 
lishraent  of  his  health,  in  the  hope  that  his  insane  spasm  of 
piety  would  thus  be  driven  away.  But  the  hopes  of  his 
friends  were  not  realized.  Some  degree  of  tone  and  vigor 
was  restored  to  his  body,  indeed,  and  with  this  restoration 
came  also  a  somewhat  better  control  over  his  religious  emo- 
tions. And  yet,  as  his  demonstrations  of  wretchedness  be- 
came somewhat  more  infrequent,  it  was  all  the  more  apparent 
that  a  complete  transformation  had  taken  place.  By  degrees 
there  became  manifest  a  thoroughness  of  self-conquest,  a  firm- 
ness of  conviction,  and  a  resoluteness  of  purpose  such  as  would 
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be  satisfied  with  no  mere  personal  and  individual  achieve- 
ments. At  one  time  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
church  against  the  Emperors.  But  a  voice  whispered  that  the 
weapons  for  his  use  were  not  such  as  are  wielded  by  an  arm  of 
flesh,  but  rather  those  weapons  of  a  spiritual  temper  that  are 
best  directed  against  the  powers  of  darkness.  This  voice  was 
to  him  the  command  of  God,  and  he  hastened  to  obey  it. 
Throwing  off  his  armor  he  returned  to  his  native  town  for  the 
purpose  of  consecrating  himself  body  and  soul  to  the  work  of  a 
reformation  in  the  church.  The  same  oracular  voice  that  had 
so  often  sounded  in  his  ear,  whispered  to^  him  yet  again, 
"Take  nothing  for  your  journey,  neither  staves,  nor  scrip, 
neither  bread,  nor  money,  nor  two  coats  apiece.'^  To  Frasncis 
these  words  were  as  the  words  of  the  Saviour  renewing  his 
command  to  his  disciples,  and  were  of  binding  force  upon  his 
conscience.  And  he  was  nt>  caviller.  Even  his  present  scanty 
clothing  was  reduced  to  the  lowest  limit.  Henceforth  his  only 
apparel  was  to  be  his  coarse  brown  cloak  of  serge,  bound 
about  his  loins  with  a  cord,  the  future  emblem  of  his  order. 
And  then,  as  if  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  pride  in  this 
humility,  he  inflicted  upon  himself  various  secret  tortures. 
He  sewed  his  coarse  habit  with  pack-thread  to  make  it  rougher. 
He  slept  on  the  ground  with  a  stone  for  his  pillow,  and  even 
in  secret  often  rolled  his  naked  body  in  the  snow  and  among 
the  brambles.  In  this  manner,  merciless  to  himself,  almost 
beyond  belief,  Francis  not  only  subdued  all  his  earthly 
passions,  but  he  accomplished  what  was  far  more  difficult,  and 
that  was  to  satisfy  himself  that  it  would  henceforth  be  impossi- 
ble for  man  or  devil  ever  to  arouse  them. 

Such  was  Francisco  Bemadone  at  the  age  of  twenty  six. 
Five  years  before  he  had  been  the  most  assiduous  in  the  count- 
ing house,  the  most  successful  in  the  market,  the  gayest  at 
every  festival,  and  the  foremost  in  every  feat  of  arms.  N'ow 
he  had  not  only  abandoned  his  business  and  distributed  his 
vast  wealth  to  the  poor,  but  he  had  absolutely  deserted  society 
and  betaken  himself  to  a  life  even  more  remarkable  for  its 
self  abasement  than  his  former  one  had  been  for  its  luxury  and 
its  success.  Every  longing  and  every  ambition  of  his  passion- 
ate nature  had  been  turned  into  another  channel.    Henceforth 
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all  his  eflforts  were  to  diverge  from  a  single  motive,  and  con- 
verge to  a  single  end.  Francis  saw  the  wide  departure  in  the 
charch  from  the  apostolic  faith  and  the  consequent  necessity  of 
reform.  To  the  accomplishment  of  such  a  reform  were  now 
to  be  devoted  all  the  energies  of  his  passionate  nature,  and  all 
the  ingenuity  of  his  fertile  intellect. 

And  does  any  one  deem  it  strange  that  Francis  of  Assisi, 
whose  self-tortures  were  regarded  as  the  wild  vagaries  of  a 
madman,  should  succeed  at  length  in  making  a  deep  impres- 
sion upon  his  companions  and  neighbors,  and  finally  in  win- 
ning them  to  an  acceptance  of  his  own  thoughts  and  actions } 
History  is  full  of  examples  to  show  how  easy  it  is  for  a  man 
who  devotes  himself  body  and  soul  to  the  establishment  of  a 
religious  idea,  to  gather  around  him  disciples  and  followers 
who  are  willing  to  go  whithersoever  he  may  choose  to  lead. 
Even  as  late  as  the  sixteenth  century,  a  sect  was  built  up 
around  a  creed,  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  which  were  that  the 
Supreme  Being  is  only  six  feet  in  height,  and  that  the  Sun  is 
only  four  miles  above  the  earth.  There  is  nothing  so  conta- 
gious as  a  genuine  enthusiasm.  The  town  of  Assisi,  therefore, 
otherwise  as  sluggish  in  the  time  of  St.  Francis  as  it  had  been 
when  the  boy  Propertins  played  in  its  streets,  began  to  be  agi. 
tated  with  a  strange  emotion.  And  all  classes  were  moved 
alike.  The  fiery  nobility  whose  swords  had  long  been  active 
in  defence  of  the  church,  gave  him  their  immediate  sympathy, 
and  to  some  extent  even  their  support.  Ihe  common  peo- 
ple, though  accustomed  to  dawdle  away  their  existence  without 
a  single  elevating  emotion,  were  unable  to  keep  their  hearts 
closed  to  his  aifectionate  appeals.  It  was  not  long  therefore 
before  the  grains  of  seed,  which  here  and  there  he  had  been 
able  to  work  into  men's  hearts,  began  to  show  signs  of  gern\i- 
nation.    And  he  had  not  long  to  wait  even  for  the  fruit. 

The  first  convert  to  the  enthusiastic  fervor  of  Francis  was  a 
gentleman  of  wealth  and  distinction,  Bernard  de  Quintavalle. 
One  day,  approaching  with  great  emotion,  he  addressed  the 
founder  of  the  order  as  follows :  '*  Tell  me,  if  a  slave  receive 
from  his  master  a  treasure  which  he  finds  to  be  of  no  service  to 
him,  what  ought  he  to  do  with  it  ?"  '*  Let  him  restore  it  to 
his  master,"  said  Francis.     **  Here,  then,"  exclaimed  Bernard, 
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"  I  render  back  to  God  all  the  earthly  goods  with  which  he 
has  enriched  me."  This  example  was  immediately  f<»llowed 
by  the  Canon  of  Assisi,  who  did  not  hesitate  to  make  the 
same  sublime  renunciation.  It  was  in  the  year  1210,  that 
these  three  approached  the  high  altar  of  the  Cathedral  t<^th- 
er,  and,  bowed  in  humble  consecration,  took  upon  themselves 
the  vows  of  Poverty^  Chastity^  and  Obedience.  Such  was  the 
first  organization  of  the  Franciscans,  an  oi-der  which  was  dee- 
tined  to  accomplish  a  great  reformation  in  its  own  century, 
and  which,  even  now,  after  six  hundred  years,  notwithstand- 
ing all  its  excesses  and  corruptions,  continues  to  exist  as  an 
element  ot  power  in  the  Romish  Church. 

It  was  only  a  few  days  after  this  first  consecration,  before 
the  followers  of  Francis  had  reached  the  number  of  the  Apos- 
tles, lie  now  deemed  it  time  to  send  them  forth  on  their 
mission  and  calling  them  firom  their  home,  which  was  a  hut 
near  Assisi,  addressed  them  thus : 

^  Take  courage  aDd  shelter  yourselvea  in  Go'l.  Be  not  depressed  to  think  ho  w 
few  we  are.  Be  not  alarmed  either  at  yoar  own  weakness  or  at  mine.  God  ha* 
revealed  to  me  that  He  will  diffuse  throughout  the  earth  this  our  little  family,  of 
which  He  is  the  father.  I  have  seen  a  ^reat  multitude  coming  to  us  to  wear  our 
dress,  and  to  live  as  we  live.  I  have  seen  all  the  roads  crowded  with  men  travel, 
ing  in  haste  towards  us.  The  French  are  coming.  The  Spaniards  are  hastening 
The  English  and  G^rman«  are  running.  We  seem  contemptible  and  insane] 
But  do  not  fear.  Believe  that  our  Saviour,  who  has  overcome  the  world,  will 
speak  in  us.  But  we  will  nut  despise  the  rich  who  live  softly,  and  are  sumptu- 
ously arrayed.  If  gold  should  lie  in  our  way,  we  must  value  it  as  the  dust  of  our 
feet.  Go  and  preach  repentance  for  the  remission  of  sins.  Settle  in  your  hearts 
to  endure  aU  things  with  meekness  and  patience.  Be  patient  in  tribulation,  fer 
vent  in  prayer,  fearless  in  labor,  and  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  endures  forever, 
shall  be  your  reward." 

After  this  address,  Francis  arranged  his  brethren  in  the 
form  of  a  cross,  and  gave  to  each  of  them  his  benediction 
"  Oast  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  nourish  thee."* 
Then  dismissing  them  to  their  work,  he  himself  retired  to 
draw  up  a  preliminary  charter  of  the  Order,  to  be  presented  to 
the  pope.  And  the  articles  of  association  thus  drawn  up 
were  the  ones  that  Francis  and  his  companions  placed  at  the 
feet  of  Innocent,  as  already  related. 

It  is  not  strange  that  the  founder  of  this  new  Order,  on  his 
arrival  at  Assisi,  after  having  received  the  papal  benediction 
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found  himself  at  once  Burrounded  by  a  considerable  number  of 
enthusiastic  admirers  and  followers.  There  is  no  limit  to  the 
homage  which  humanity  pays  to  a  will  that  is  inflexible  and 
on  fire  with  some  great  purpose. 

The  number  of  mendicants  increased  with  marvelous  rapidi- 
ty. Within  two  years  from  the  time  when  Francis  had 
appeared  at  the  Lateran,  he  was  able  to  send  pairs  of  his 
followers  into  almost  every  hamlet  of  Italy.  The  founder  him- 
self visited  the  principal  cities  of  the  peninsula,  preaching 
everywhere,  and  everywhere  recommending  the  vows  of  his 
Order.  At  Perugia  he  received  a  present  of  Monte  Alverna 
as  the  home  of  a  convent.  At  Pisa  he  found  that  his  fame  had 
already  preceded  him,  and  a  considerable  number  were  ready 
to  throw  all  aside,  and  assume  the  gown  and  cord.  At  Cor- 
tona,  that  most  picturesque  and  interesting  of  all  the  ancient 
cities  of  Etruria,  he  founded  his  first  convent.  And  from 
Cortona  he  visited  other  Italian  cities,  preaching  and  founding 
monasteries  as  he  went.  During  two  years  his  zeal  was  una- 
bated, and  his  success  was  everywhere  equal  to  his  enthusiasm. 

But  as  the  Order  became  more  and  moi'e  extended,  Francis 
became  aware  that  a  more  perfect  organization  was  indispen- 
ble  to  its  fullest  success.  It  was  his  ardent  desire  that  the  con- 
trol of  the  Society  should  be  entrusted  to  some  person  other 
than  himself.  He  seems  always  to  have  preferred  a  life  of 
solitary  devotion  to  a  career  of  active  missionary  labor.  And 
yet,  though  often  apparently  on  the  point  of  surrendering  him- 
self to  a  life  of  private  contemplation,  he  was  always  in  the 
end  brought  to  see  that  the  Society  was  a  child  of  his  own, 
and  that  he  was,  therefore,  under  a  solemn  obligation  not  to 
renounce  its  parentage.  In  spite  of  his  will,  therefore,  the 
question  was  always  ultimately  settled  by  a  kind  of  paternal 
obligation.  Of  this  obligation  it  was  impossible  to  rid  him- 
self, and  therefore,  as  the  growth  of  the  Order  continued,  he 
was  more  and  more  withdrawn  from  his  favorite  retirement, 
and  more  and  more  devoted  to  such  a  study  of  the  workings  of 
the  fraternity  as  would  enable  him  to  settle  upon  its  proper 
policy,  and  its  most  promising  sphere  of  action.  It  was  long 
before  his  plans  were  fully  elaborated,  but  in  due  time  they 
were  made  known. 
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On  the  30th  day  of  May,  1216,  the  first  general  assembly  of 
all  the  followers  of  Francis  was  convened  at  Assiai  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  and  proclaiming  the  future  policy  of  the 
Order.  Though  the  founder  himself  took  but  a  humble  part 
in  the  proceedings,  he  was  manifestly  the  soul  of  the  Council. 
There  was  free  discussion,  but  the  wishes  and  policy  of  Francis 
were  at  all  times  triumphant. 

The  first  of  the  great  questions  to  be  settled  was  in  r^^ard  to 
their  field  of  labor.  Many  thought  it  impolitic  to  attempt 
anything  beyond  the  limits  of  Italy.  But  the  designs  of 
Francis  were  as  broad  as  humanity.  With  a  gentleness  of 
manner,  but  with  a  boldness  of  purpose  that  arose  to  sublimity, 
he  declared  to  the  assembly  that  under  God  it  was  their  privi- 
lege and  duty  to  make  the  whole  world  feel  the  benign  influ- 
ence of  theii"  brotherhood.  Where  the  Church  already  existed 
it  needed  to  be  reformed.  Where  it  did  not  exist  it  was  their 
mission  to  plant  it.  Though  there  was  some  opposition,  in  the 
end  there  was  no  withstanding  his  earnest  appeals,  and  as 
a  result  the  whole  world  was  divided  into  Franciscan  Mis- 
sions. 

It  was  next  necessary  to  establish  the  rules  of  the  Order. 
Those  which  had  been  adopted  before  Francis  appeared  at  the 
feet  of  Innocent  had  served  their  purpose,  but  now,  as  the  frar 
temity  designed  to  enlarge  its  sphere  of  action,  it  was  evident 
that  the  Articles  should  have  a  corresponding  breadth  of  char- 
acter, and  be  fortified  with  every  precaution.  Francis  knew 
well  that  the  Benedictines  before  him  had  begun  their  labors 
under  a  code  not  essentially  difiTerent  from  his  own,  and  yet 
through  laxity  of  discipline  and  consequent  departure  fix)m  their 
primitive  virtues  they  had  come  to  revel  in  every  manner  of 
debauchery  and  excess.  It  was  not  enough  therefore  that  the 
Franciscans  should  take  upon  themselves  simply  the  indefinite 
vows  of  Poverty,  Chastity,  and  Obedience.  These  vows  must 
be  amplified  and  elucidated.  Accordiogly  the  rules  of  the 
Order  were  embodied  in  a  Code  of  twenty-three  chapters,  and 
a  copy  was  given  to  every  member  of  the  fi'atemity. 

The  most  marked  peculiarity  of  this  new  Code  was  the  addi- 
tional stringency  given  to  the  three  cardinal  vows.  Poverty 
was  to  be  to  all  the  members  of  the  Order,  an  actual  renunda- 
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tioa  of  all  possessions  even  to  the  clothes  they  wore  and  the 
cord  which  girt  them.  Money  was  to  be  to  them  as  if  infected, 
and  they  were  consequently  never  to  receive  it  in  alms  even, 
except  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  sick.  No  one  might  ever 
ride,  if  he  had  the  power  to  walk ;  and  though  all  might  labor 
at  any  trade  or  vocation,  they  were  not  allowed  to  receive  pay 
for  their  services.  Food,  clothing,  and  other  necessaries  might 
be  accepted  in  limited  quantities,  but  money  even  when  found 
must  be  trampled  und^  foot.  All  luxuries  were  to  be  ignored ; 
even  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life  had  to  be  set  aside ;  only  the 
absolute  necessities  were  allowed  to  be  retained  or  received. 
All  were  to  live  in  common,  and  even  their  scanty  dress  was 
to  be  the  property  of  the  Church.  Lastly,  no  one  could  be- 
come a  member  of  the  Order  until  he  had  first  rendered  him- 
self as  destitute  as  the  others. 

As  to  the  second  of  the  vows  it  was  to  be  preserved  by  the 
provisions  of  one  sweeping  clause.  No  one,  excepting  those 
whose  age  and  severity  of  character  entitled  them  to  special 
privileges,  and  afforded  them  special  protection,  was  ever  to 
speak  to  a  woman  alone,  and  the  barrier  was  even  in  such 
cases  never  to  be  lowered  except  for  the  purpose  of  urging  re- 
pentance, or  giving  spiritual  advice. 

These  two  fundamental  vows  of  poverty  and  chastity  were 
vitalized  and  fortified  by  another  which  required  absolute  and 
unquestioning  obedience  to  every  superior.  It  was,  moreover, 
especially  enjoined  that  this  obligation  was  not  a  mere  matter 
of  fact  and  form,  to  be  submitted  to  with  pharisaical  morose- 
ness,  but  that  it  must  be  accepted  with  the  utmost  cheerful- 
ness a&d  brotherly  love. 

After  the  appointment  of  the  necessary  oflScers,  this  first  gen- 
eral council  of  the  Franciscans  dispersed,  and  its  members 
took  their  departure  for  their  respective  fields  of  missionary 
labor.  But  although  the  meeting  had  declared  the  purpose  of 
the  brotherhood  to  be  as  broad  as  humanity  itself,  it  was  not 
until  the  convocation  held  three  years  later,  that  plans  were 
matured  for  carrying  their  missionary  work  into  the  most  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  world. 

These  ascetic  observances  enjoined  by  Francis  upon  his  fol- 
lowers seem,  at  the  first  glance,  to  indicate  a  marked  reaction 
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against  the  reform  that  had  been  instituted  by  St.  Benedict, 
and  a  desire  to  return  to  all  the  excesses  of  the  Anchorites  and 
the  Cenobites  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries.  But  on  look- 
ing further,  it  will  be  observed  that  in  one  important  respect 
the  Franciscans  differed  from  the  hermits  who  had  preceded 
the  Benedictines.  According  to  the  theory  that  prevailed  in 
the  earlier  period  referred  to,  a  hideous  maceration  of  the  body 
was  of  itself  a  perfect  proof  of  the  highest  excellence.  It  was 
not  a  means  designed  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  end,  but 
itself  an  end  to  be  gained  for  its  own  sake.  So  far  from  being 
a  method  by  which  the  body  was  to  be  reduced  into  subjection 
to  the  soul  for  the  accomplishment  of  any  general  reform,  or 
the  more  successful  pri>secution  of  any  great  religious  work,  it 
was  simply  a  condition  to  be  attained  for  strictly  personal  rea- 
sons,— an  ideal  of  Christian  excellence,  whereby  a  man  could 
at  once  secure  his  personal  salvation,  and  testily  to  others  the 
subordination  of  his  own  will  to  that  of  the  Master.  With  the 
Franciscans,  however,  the  purpose  was  quite  different.  In  the 
early  days  of  the  Order  there  was  something  in  the  life  of 
Francis  that  quite  resembled  the  atrocious  self-torture  of  St. 
Anthony  and  St.  bimeon  Stylites,  but  that  terrible  excess  grad- 
ually wore  away,  and  at  len£^  only  so  mudi  was  retained  and 
enforced  as  would  in  the  estimation  of  Francis  best  prepare  his 
followers  for  their  active  life  work.  This  asceticism  was  simply 
the  method  whereby  they  were  to  escape  from  the  ordinary 
distractions  and  entanglements  of  human  nature,  in  order  to 
apply  all  their  energies  and  passions  to  their  work  as  missiona- 
ries and  reformers.  Though  from  the  earliest  history  of  the 
Order  there  were  many  individual  instances  of  departure  from 
this  rule,  yet,  by  the  Society,  as  a  whole,  this  purpose  of  their 
asceticism  was  kept  prominently  in  view  for  a  full  century,  or 
until  the  time  when  their  influence  began  to  deteriorate. 

It  is  not  possible  in  this  connection  to  follow  the  Francis- 
cans in  their  missionary  labors,  or  to  describe  the  methods  by 
which  their  ends  were  accomplished.  But  the  cord  of  their 
Order  was  soon  seen  in  every  comer  of  Italy  and  in  every 
defile  of  the  Alps.  At  the  second  general  meeting  hdd  in 
1219,  the  huts  of  straw  and  mud  that  had  been  erected  by 
pious  hands  at  Assisi,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  brother- 
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hood,  afforded  shelter  for  more  than  five  thousand  mendicants, 
who  had  come  from  all  parts  of  the  Peninsula,  and  even  in 
some  instances  from  the  countries  beyond  the  Alps.  The 
first  few  days  of  the  council  were  given  np  to  congratula- 
tions and  thanksgiving.  .  But  the  eye  of  Francis  was  kept 
steadily  upon  the  future,  rather  than  the  past,  and  the  words 
of  praise  that  sounded  all  about  him  fell  but  mournfully  upon 
his  ear.  It  was  evident  that  be  had  visions  of  still  greater 
achievements  than  any  which  had  as  yet  been  realized.  A 
congratulatory  address  was  delivered  by  Cardinal  Ugolino,  the 
General  of  the  Order.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  Francis  to  make  a 
reply.  In  doing  so,  hpwever,  instead  of  giving  utterance  to 
expressions  of  thankfulness  for  what  had  been  already  accom- 
plished, he  proceeded  to  lay  befoi'e  the  assembled  multitude 
details  of  the  work  that  needed  to  be  accomplished  in  the  fu- 
ture. He  gave  a  most  elaborate  and  melancholy  picture  of 
the  condition  of  the  Church,  and  then  proposed  to  the  multi- 
tude his  project ;  which  was,  indeed,  nothing  less  than  the  con- 
version of  the  whole  habitable  globe.  The  plans  of  Francis 
were  discussed,  and  at  length  adopted  as  the  will  of  the  assem- 
bly. To  each  of  the  most  prominent  of  his  disciples  he  assigned 
a  separate  mission,  and  armed  them  all  with  circular  letters 
from  the  Pope,  as  well  as  firora  himself.  A.nd  with  these  cre- 
dentials they  went  forth  to  their  work ;  some  to  establisli  mon- 
asteries in  Spain ;  some  to  plant  what  they  deemed  a  purer 
faith  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhone ;  some  to  elevate  the  standard 
of  purity  in  France  and  England,  and  some  to  gather  the 
purple  flowers  of  martyrdom  in  Africa. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  first  organization  of  the  Franciscan 
Minorites,  before  the  founder  himself  saw  that,  as  a  working 
power,  the  Society  was  far  from  being  complete.  Qy  the  very 
condition  of  its  organic  laws,  a  half  of  the  human  race  were 
denied  the  privilege  of  sharing  either  its  benefits  or  its  laboi's. 

When  Francis  returned  from  his  first  visit  to  Rome,  there 
was  living  at  Assisi  a  maiden,  who  was  remarkable  for  her 
wealth  and  beauty,  but  still  more  remarkable  for  her  piety. 
Even  before  her  birth  a  vision  had  revealed  to  her  mother  the 
fact  that  her  life  was  to  be  illustrious,  and,  accordingly  at  the 
font  she  had  received  the  significant  name  of  Clara.     And 
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from  her  earliest  childhood  she  appears  to  have  justified  the 
appellation.  If  we  may  believe  her  biographer  she  constantly 
wore  a  penitential  girdle,  and  early  had  occasion  to  discharge 
many  an  aspiring  suitor  who  attempted  to  win  away  her  affec- 
tions from  her  heavenly  Bridegroom.  The  fame  of  Clara's 
piety  touched  the  heart  of  Francis,  and  the  devotion  of  Fran- 
cis was  an  object  of  unbounded  admiration  to  Clara.  It  is  a 
pity  to  be  obliged  to  admit  it,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that 
with  his  advice  and  assistance  she  determined  to  forsake  her 
father's  house,  and  give  herself  up  to  a  life  of  religious  penance. 
No  mere  filial  obligation  could  weigh  so  much  as  a  hair  with 
Francis  in  comparison  with  his  duty  to  the  Church.  With 
him,  every  other  virtue  was  a  slave  to  his  devotion  to  the 
Order.  And  he  soon  succeeded  in  inspiring  Clara  with  senti- 
ments of  a  kindred  nature.  The  father  protested,  entreated, 
and  threatened.  But  even  a  military  guard  about  his  house 
was  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  elopement.  The  daughter 
made  her  escape,  and  in  company  with  Francis  betook  herself 
to  the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  where  she  was  welcomed  by  friars 
chanting  their  matins  by  torch  light,  and  where  she  remained 
until  a  convent  was  founded  for  her  reception.  Meantime  her 
two  sisters  Agnes  and  Beatrice,  persuaded  partly  by  the  enti- 
cing words  of  Francis  and  partly  by  the  prayws  of  Clara,  read- 
ily shared  her  seclusion.  The  contagion  soon  spread,  and  other 
young  women  of  Assisi  hastened  to  imitate  their  example. 
Neither  armed  retainers,  nor  enraged  parents,  nor  unwilling 
husbands  were  enough  to  prevent  hundreds  and  soon  thous- 
ands from  becoming,  in  the  language  of  the  time,  the  brides 
and  daughters  of  the  Church. 

The  vows  taken  by  the  sisters  were,  for  the  most  part,  simi- 
lar to  those  enjoined  by  Francis  upon  his  brethren.  Obedi- 
ence and  Chastity  as  well  as  Poverty  were  made  imperative ; 
but,  from  thS  obligations  of  ordinary  fasting,  the  Clarists  were, 
to  some  extent,  relieved.  As  a  proper  recompense,  however, 
for  these  privileges,  and  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against 
what  Francis,  with  a  grim  humor,  deemed  an  especial  weak- 
ness, they  were  required  to  subject  themselves  for  long  periods 
to  a  fast  of  absolute  silence.  These  vows  made  by  Fran- 
cis, accepted  by  the  Clarists,  and  confirmed  by '  ae  Pope,  weie 
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to  all  the  members  of  the  Order  as  imperatively  binding  in 
spirit,  and  in  letter,  as  were  the  vows  of  Francis  npon  himself 
and  his  followers.  The  founder  herself  lived  to  rejoice  in  the 
establishment  of  nunneries  of  her  Order  in  her  own,  and  in 
other  lands,  and  to  see  them  exert  a  considerable  influence  in 
softening  the  manners  of  the  time.  Immediately  after  her 
death  in  1253,  her  name  was  added  to  the  list  of  the  Saints  by 
Alexander  IV.,  and  if  we  may  judge  by  the  jingling  Latin  of 
her  canonization,  few  among  the  Saints  of  the  Calendar  enjoy 
a  higher  renown.* 

During  a  considerable  period  after  the  events  just  referred 
to,  Francis  gave  himself  up  to  most  arduous  missionary  work. 
While  his  brethren  were  pushing  their  spiritual  conquests  into 
every  part  of  Western  Europe,  he  coveted  for  himself  nothing 
less  than  the  glory  ot  converting  the  Saracens  in  the  East.  To 
this  end,  Francis  betook  himself  to  the  army  of  Crusaders, 
then  under  the  walls  of  Damietta.  For  a  time  he  preached  to 
the  Crusaders  themselves,  denouncing  the  godless  bearers  of 
the  Cross  for  their  sins,  and  urging  them  to  a  purer  life.  But 
these  were  not  the  object  of  his  mission.  His  chief  inspira- 
tion waft  a  desire  to  secure  the  conversion  of  the  Saracen  chief 
himself. 

One  day,  after  spending  hours  al)sorbed  in  prayer,  he  arose 
with  a  countenance  radiant  with  joy  and  hope,  and  advanced 
at  once  to  the  infidel  camp.  He  was,  of  course,  instantly  seized, 
and  would  have  been  slain  on  the  spot,  but  for  the  respect 
which  the  Mohammedans  always  cherish  for  the  insane.  On 
being  hastened  before  the  Sultto,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  declare 
his  mission.  The  Saracen  listened  with  attention  and  respect. 
Francis  offered  to  enter  a  heated  furnace  with  a  priest  of  Islam, 
and  to  stake  the  truth  of  his  religion  on  the  result.  When  the 
offer  was  declined,  '*Then  I  will  enter  alone,"  cried  he, 
^'  only  promise  that,  should  I  be  burned,  you  will  impute  it  to 
my  sins,  and,  should  I  come  forth  alive,  you  will  embrace  the 
gospel."  The  gallant  Mohammedan  rejected  the  terms  as 
uniair  to  Francis,  and,  offering  him  rich  presents,  sent  him 

*  **  Clara,  clarit  praolara  meritit,  magna  in  CcbIo  daritate  gloriie,  ao  in  terra 
miracalomm  snblimium,  olare  claret.** 
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back  under  guard  to  the  Christian  camp.  So  for  as  we  are 
able  to  learn,  the  only  result  of  the  interview^  was  to  arouse  the 
indignation  of  Francis  to  see  himself  so  much  respected  by  the 
enemies  of  his  Master,  and  to  provoke  him  to  pour  out  a  tor- 
rent of  vituperation  upon  the  Sultan,  in  order  to  win  for  him- 
self the  crown  of  martyrdom.  He  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
enterprise  and  to  return  to  the  more  promising  field  of  Europe. 
And  it  was  perhaps  in  the  course  of  this  homeward  journey 
that  his  fame  arose  to  its  greatest  height.  His  preaching  was 
everywhere  heard  with  rapture.  Disciples  flocked  around  him, 
and  followed  him  by  the  thousand.  Bis  wondering  admirers 
saw  in  his  works  perpetual  miracle.  On  his  return  to  Italy, 
he  found  that  his  fame  had  been  greatly  magnified  in  his  ab- 
sence. Such  multitudes  were  induced  to  come  into  the  Order 
that  it  threatened  to  become  unmanageable  and  dangerous. 
The  whole  population  of  Canari  offered  themselves,  either  as 
his  disciples,  or  as  those  of  Clara,  and  the  inhabitants  of  other 
towns  were  on  the  point  of  following  their  example. 

But  even  Firancis  was  not  so  insane  as  to  be  unable  to  see 
that  the  universal  observance  of  Poverty,  Chastity,  and  Obedi- 
ence is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  continuance  of  organized 
society.  He  had  sagacity  enough  to  discern  that  on  such  con- 
ditions, neither  marriage,  nor  secular  callings,  nor  civil  rights 
could  continue.  Accordingly,  a  new  provision  was  made, 
whereby  the  Order  might  be  strengthened,  the  zeal  of  the  com- 
munity encouraged,  and  the  laws  of  civil  society  respected. 
In  the  year  1221  a  supplemental,  or  third  order,  known  as  the 
"  Order  of  Penitence,"  was  established.  This  was  a  species  of 
outer  court  of  the  Brotherhood,  and  its  members  were  allowed 
to  retain  their  social  positions  in  the  world.  There  were  how- 
ever certain  requirements  that  were  vigorously  enforced.  The 
candidate  was  required  to  discharge  all  debts,  and  make  resti- 
tution of  all  unfair  gains.  All  were  required  to  wear  a  dress 
of  a  prescribed  color  and  form,  and  the  furniture  of  their 
houses  had  to  be  plain,  though  not  regardless  of  social  rank. 
They  were  to  avoid  all  public  exhibitions,  and  under  no  cir- 
cumstance to  give  anything  to  actors  or  jugglers.  On  entering 
the  Order,  they  were  required  to  make  their  wills  that  litiga- 
tion might  be  prevented ;  they  were  never  te  take  a  non-judi- 
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cial  oath ;  they  were  required  to  be  constant  in  their  atten- 
dance at  church ;  they  were  under  no  circumstances  to  bear 
arms  except  in  defence  of  their  church  or  their  native  land ; 
and  lastly  they  could  not  leave  the  Order  of  Penitence  ex- 
cept to  enter  the  inner  courts  either  as  a  Franciscan  or  a 
Clarist. 

It  would  not  be  easy  even  in  this  enlightened  age,  to  devise 
an  organization  that  would  have  been  better  calculated  to  re- 
strain the  license,  and  soften  the  severities  of  the  thirteenth 
century.  Moreover  the  Order  of  Penitence  came  in  a  few 
years  to  have  a  membership  which  was  counted  by  hundreds  of 
thousands.  They  spread  not  only  over  Italy,  but  insinuated 
themselves  into  every  corner  of  Europe.  After  making  all 
abatement  for  the  exaggerations  of  enthusiastic  chroniclers 
and  historians,  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  exerted,  at  least 
for  a  time,  an  immense  influence  for  good.  The  historians 
abound  in  passages  to  show  that  ^^  through  their  organization, 
old  enmities  were  reconciled,  old  debts  were  paid,  old  wrongs 
were  duly  atoned  for,  actors  and  jugglers  forsook  the  boards^ 
and  abandoned  women  forsook  their  calling  and  repented  of 
their  sins." 

The  limits  of  time  and  space  will  not  allow  us  to  follow 
these  orders  of  Franciscans  on  their  pilgrimages  of  reform 
throughout  the  civilized  world.  A  few  words  mnst  be  devoted 
to  the  subsequent  life  of  Francis,  and  then  we  must  hasten  to 
note  briefly  the  most  prominent  causes  of  the  decline  of  the 
Order. 

After  the  complete  organization  of  the  fraternity,  Francis 
succeeded  in  transferring  the  superintendence  of  its  interests 
to  other  hands,  and  in  withdrawing  himself  more  completely 
from  an  active  life,  to  a  life  of  exclusion.  Then  again  as  in 
the  earlier  days  of  his  devotion,  the  rocks  and  the  brambles 
became  his  bed,  and  his  companions  were  the  fowls  of  the  air, 
and  the  creeping  things  upon  the  earth.  It  became  his  singu- 
lar custom  to  address  every  one  of  God's  creatures  as  his 
brother.  For  the  lambs  and  the  larks  he  had  an  especial 
fondness,  deeming  them  images  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  the 
Cherubim  of  Heaven.  He  composed  sermons  which  in  his 
wanderings  he  preached  '*  to  his  little  sisters,"  the  swallows,  and 
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they,  in  kind  appreciation  of  his  attention,  ceased  their  twitter- 
ings daring  the  service.  Though  scores  of  enrioiis  aneedoteB 
are  related  illustrating  this  portion  of  the  life  of  Francis,  they 
are  doubtless,  for  the  most  part,  the  mere  figinente  of  a  teo 
ready  and  fertile  credulity.  Enough  must  be  believed,  how- 
ever, to  show  that  his  heart  was  penneated  with  a  boondless 
love,  and  that  he  was  allied  with  an  active  sympathy  and  rela- 
tionship to  all  the  workmanship  of  Ood's  hands.  In  this  man- 
ner the  few  remaining  years  of  his  life  were  passed.  His 
favorite  retreat  was  a  wild  and  sequestered  region  near  the 
summit  of  one  of  the  Tuscan  Apennines.  To  the  last  he 
would  accept  no  home  but  that  furnished  by  Him  who  pro- 
vided his  "  sisters,^'  the  swallows,  with  their  abode. 

Of  the  countless  miracles  attributed  to  St.  Francis,  it  is  as 
vain  to  speak,  as  of  those  which  one  has  to  encounter  in  study- 
ing the  lives  of  the  Anchorites  of  the  third  and  fourth  centu- 
ry. They  belong  to  the  domain  of  fancy,  and  therefore  form 
no  part  of  history  save  as  they  illustrate  either  the  extraordi- 
nary credulity  of  mediesval  times,  or  the  equally  extraordinary 
mendacity  of  the  mediaeval  annalists.  But  the  story  of  the 
*'  stiffmata^^  should  not  be  entirely  ignored,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
pure  heresy  to  disbelieve  it,  and  the  17th  of  September  is  still 
celebrated  in  its  commemoration.  It  was  on  that  day  in 
1224,  that  Francis,  while  prayfng,  with  unusual  fervency,  was 
gradually  lifted  from  the  earth.  His  body  was  surrounded 
with  a  bright  radiance,  and  was  carried  heavenwards  beyond 
the  range  of  human  vision.  It  is  'the  testimony  of  his  com- 
panions, that  his  voice  was  heard  in  conference  with  that  of 
the  Redeemer,  and  that  on  his  return  he  was  borne  by  a  ser- 
aph on  rapid  wings.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  it  was  during  his 
absence  that  Francis  received  his  last  marks  of  similitude  to 
the  Saviour.  Two  black  excresoenses  had  appeared  on  each 
hand  in  imitation  of  the  nails,  and  in  his  side  was  a  wound 
from  which  flowed  blood  in  quantity  sufficient  to  stain  his  gar- 
ment. Notwithstanding  all  the  modest  attempts  of  Francis  at 
concealment,  the  miracle  of  the  ^'sHgrnata^^  is  based  on  the 
testimony  of  at  least  fifty  of  his  brethren  and  companions. 
If  to  the  heretical  student  this  evidence  is  still  inconclusive,  it 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  so  to  any  believer  in  papal  infalli- 
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bility.  For  pope  AleKander  IV^.  pablicly  declared  that  he  had 
the  testimony  of  his  own  eyes ;  Oregory  IX.  confirmed  the 
mJrade  in  three  separate  bulls ;  Nicholas  m.  referred  to  it  as 
of  andonbted  authority ;  and  Benedict  XII.  closed  the  last 
avenae  of  donbt  by  establishing  the  Charch  festival  of  the 
**  Stiffmata  "  on  the^day  of  its  occurrence. 

St.  Bonaventura,  who  has  always  been  regarded  as  the  most 
distinguished  of  the  biographers  of  Francis,  lived  at  a  period 
too  early  to  gather  up  the  countless  miracles  that  came  in  the 
course  of  the  following  century  to  be  miiversally  believed. 
Indeed  the  infant  head  of  the  future  biographer  had  received 
a  benediction  from  the  very  hands  of  his  spiritual  father  and 
exemplar.  The  pages  o£  this  distinguished  biographer  are 
therefore  disfigured  by  little  that  is  absolutely  incredible. 
But  in  less  than  a  hundred  years  St.  Francis  came  to  be  looked 
npon  by  vast  multitudes,  as  a  second  Bedeemer.  In  the  year 
1399,  all  the  accepted  traditions  of  the  miraculous  works  of 
St.  Francis  were  collected  into  a  book  by  an  Italian  member  of 
the  order,  Albizzi  by  name,  and  though  the  book  was  received 
by  the  Church  with  festive  demonstrations  of  joy,  it  would 
perhaps  be  difficult  in  all  literature  to  find  anything  to  trans- 
cend its  blasphemous  extravagances.  In  this  ^^  Liber  Oon- 
formitatum,  "  it  is  solemnly  declared  that  "  Christ  was  trans- 
figured once,  St  Francis  twentv  times.  Christ  endured  his 
wounds  for  a  short  time  only,  St.  Francis  for  two  full  years. 
Christ  changed  water  into  wine  once,  St.  Francis  three 
times," — and  so  on  through  fort^  different  comparisons.  The 
book,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  received,  reveal  to  us  at 
once  the  remarkable  d^^neracy  of  the  Order,  and  the  accu- 
mulated veneration  in  which  St.  Francis  had  come  to  be  held. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  Order  of  Franciscans  is  not  entirely 
unique  in  the  history  of  religions  organizations,  and  yet  its 
members  w&re  able  to  extend  their  influence  over  Europe  in  a 
period  of  time  that  seems  almost  incredibly  short.  Even  in 
the  days  of  itb  founder,  the  cord  of  the  order  was  seen  in  all 
the  con:itries  of  Europe.  But  it  was  not  until  after  the  death 
of  Francis  that  the  Minorites  received  those  special  marks  of 
y  papal  favor  that  gave  them  their  greatest  impulse.  By  Hono- 
\ious  III.,  they  were  allowed  to  hold  religious  service  in  inter- 
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dieted  places,  and  with  closed  doors.  They  received  special 
indulgences  on  the  2d  of  August,  the  day  which  commemorated 
the  founding  of  the  fraternity.  But  as  the  most  important  of  all 
their  favors,  they  were  exempted  from  the  control  of  the  or- 
dinary bishops.  Wherever,  lor  any  reason,  they  wished  to 
extend  their  influence,  they  had  only  to  plant  a  cloister,  and 
then  declaring  their  independence  of  priest  and  bishop,  to  go 
forth  preaching,  hearing  confessions,  and  granting  absolution, 
accountable  meanwhile  to  the  general  of  their  order  alone. 
When  it  is  remembered  that,  at  this  period  the  nomination  oi 
the  bishops  had  fallen  generally  under  the  control  of  the  secu- 
lar princes,  it  will  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  influence,  in 
behalf  of  the  church,  of  a  Society  that  was  so  perfectly  organ- 
ized, so  devoted  to  its  work,  so  numerous  in  its  membership, 
and  so  completely  under  the  control  of  the  Supreme  Pontiff 

The  effect  of  these  extraordinary  privileges  was  not  only  to 
enlarge  the  influence  of  the  Society,  but  also  to  introduce  into 
its  organization  new  and  various  elements.  In  the  days  of 
Francis,  a  vast  majority  of  his  votaries  had  come  from  the  lower 
walks  of  life.  But  as  the  sphere  of  action  was  enlarged  the 
fraternity  began  to  hold  out  attractions  to  the  ambitious  as 
well  as  to  the  saintly.  At  first  the  doorkeepers  had  been 
instructed  to  pratice  the  closest  scrutiny,  but  within  twenty 
years  from  the  reception  of  the  favors  alluded  to,  the  doors 
were  thrown  wide  open,  and  the  porters  were  discharged.  Ten 
years  later  Franciscans  were  to  be  seen  not  only  in  the  cloister, 
the  camp,  and  the  market,  bt^t  also  in  the  universities,  before 
the  tribunals,  and  on  the  throne.  They  had  begun  by  prefer- 
ingthe  "fervor  of  ignorance"  to  the  "  ostentation  of  learning,'' 
but  before  the  end  of  a  century  their  spirit  had  been  com- 
pletely transformed.  Ugolino  and  Jerome  of  Arcoli,  generals 
of  the  Oi-der,  had  climbed  into  the  papal  throne,  and  the  fol- 
lowers of  Francis  were  vying  with  the  learned  men  of  every 
faith  and  order  for  the  mastery  in  the  proudest  universities  of 
Europe.  While  Thomas  Aquinas,  the  pride  of  the  Dominicans, 
was  developing  his  "  Sum  of  Theology  "  to  future  Kings  and 
Popes,  at  Paris,  the  great  Franciscan  Roger  Bacon  was  ex- 
perimenting with,  and  describing  certain  mysterious  combina- 
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tion8  of  an  explosive  nature  that  were  afterwards  to  play  so 
important  a  part  in  the  drama  of  modern  civilization.  And  it 
was  not  a  generation  later  that  the  still  greater  Franciscan 
Dons  Scotus  gathered  about  his  chair  at  Oxford  thirty  thousaad 
students,  and,  dying  at  the  early  age  of  thirty -four,  left  behind 
hira  a  record  of  mental  productiveness  which  the  distinguished 
historian  of  Latin  Christianity  has  characterized  as  perhaps  the 
most  wonderful  fact  in  the  intellectual  history  of  our  race. 

Thus  the  Order  of  St.  Francis  increased  rapidly  in  members, 
and  still  more  rapidly  in  influence.  In  less  than  fifty  years  after 
the  death  of  their  patron  they  could  boast  of  8,000  cloisters 
and  more  than  200,000  monks,  exclusive  of  the  countless 
number  of  the  Order  of  Penitence.  And  yet  the  great  secret 
of  their  power  was  not  so  much  in  their  numbers,  as  in  the 
fact  that,  like  the  Jesuits  after  them,  they  occupied  all  posi- 
tions in  society  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and  were 
obedient,  even  unto  death,  to  the  will  of  a  single  master. 

It  could  hardly  be  possible  for  an  Order  founded  upon  the 
severe  discipline  of  the  Franciscans  to  exist  for  any  considera- 
ble time  without  developing  differences  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
their  early  vows  should  be  rigidly  enforced.  Even  in  the  first 
years  of  the  fraternity  the  founder  had  reason  to  rebuke  what 
he  deemed  the  extravagance  of  his  followers.  But  neither  his 
prayers  nor  his  irony  could  hold  all  the  members  to  their 
pristine  severity.  What  was  at  first  a  mere  want  of  harmony 
came,  ere  long,  to  be  a  painful  discord.  Two  factions  were 
thus  created  and  as  time  advanced  the  breach  grew  wider  and 
wider.  After  the  death  of  Francis  the  extraordinary  privi- 
leges granted  to  his  followers  strengthened  the  dissenting 
party  by  offering  an  encouraging  field  to  men  who  were  more 
remarkable  for  their  ambition  than  for  their  piety.  And  such 
a  struggle  as  was  now  inaugurated  between  the  asceticism  of 
Francis  on  the  one  hand  and  the  natural  demands  of  humanity  on 
the  other  could  have  but  one  issue.  If  the  latter  were  once 
allowed  to  enter  the  contest,  they  would  of  course  be  victorious, 
and  that  at  no  very  distant  day.  And  such  was  the  fact. 
The  right  of  opinion  was  allowed,  and  the  result  was  that 
"  the  reasoning  party  "  so  rapidly  outgrew  "  the  devotional 
party"  that  there  remained  nothing  for  Franciscanism  to  do 
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but  to  abandon  St.  Francis,  or  to  be  hopelessly  riven  asun- 
der. It  can  hardly  be  deemed  strange  that  the  Ibrmer  course 
was  adopted.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  St.  Francis  and  his 
hard  bride  Poverty  were  thus  early  divided  in  the  aflfections 
of  their  children.  Though  the  oflFspring  continued  to  revere 
the  name,  and  worship  at  the  shrine  of  the  father,  it  was 
scarcely  a  half  century  before  they  had  become  utterly  faithless 
to  the  memory  of  the  mother. 

This  departure  from  the  stern  asceticism  of  Francis  bore  its 
natural  fruit.  So  loog  as  men  and  women  were  willing  to 
endure  great  privations  for  the  sake  of  the  church,  they  were 
invulnerable  to  the  attacks  of  ridicule.  But  in  setting  aside 
their  self-sacrifice  they  threw  away  their  only  weapon  of  self- 
defence.  Saints  instantly  began  to  denounce,  and  satirists  to 
scoff.  In  less  than  forty  years  after  the  death  of  Francis,  St. 
Bonaventura,  as  general  of  the  Order,  felt  called  upon  to  ad- 
minster  the  severest  and  most  sweeping  reproofs.  He  charged 
them  with  an  indolence  that  was  opening  a  path  to  every  vice ; 
with  a  rapacity  that  made  them  a  harden  to  every  place  that 
they  approached  ;  with  habits  of  importunity  that  made  them 
more  dreaded  than  a  band  of  robbers ;  with  sumptuous  methods 
of  life  that  brought  the  Order  into  great  discredit ;  and  with 
those  forbidden  intimacies  which  brought  scandal  and  re- 
proach against  aU  who  bore  the  name.  Nor  is  it  probable  that 
this  picture  was  overwrought.  There  is  in  the  fourteenth  century 
scarcely  an  important  writer  either  of  prose  or  poetry,  who 
might  not  be  summoned  to  show  that  the  characteristics  which 
in  the  early  days  of  the  Order  had  been  its  power  and  its  glory, 
had  been  so  far  transformed  that  its  members  were  now  almost 
as  remarkable  for  their  vices  as  their  predecessors  had  been  for 
their  virtues.  And  the  formidable  list  of  charges  preferred  by 
such  men  as  St.  Bonaventura  and  Matthew  Paris,  and  echoed 
by  such  as  Dante  and  Chaucer,  have  been  quite  enough,  to 
array  against  the  Franciscans  a  prejudice  that  is  well  nigh 
universal.  Those  charges,  doubtless  in  their  time  for  the 
most  part  just,  echoed  and  re-echoed  these  six  hundred  years, 
have  well  nigh  unfitted  mankind  to  judge  of  the  true  character 
of  the  Society  in  the  days  of  its  infancy  and  purity.  But  if 
we  go  back  to  the  very  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
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and  then,  after  contemplating  the  corruptions  that  eveiywhere 
threatened  to  overthrow  the  Bpiritaal  power  of  the  church, 
advance  to  the  age  of  Duns  Scotus  and  Robert  Grostete  and 
Roger  Bacon,  it  will  be  possible  to  appreciate  the  nature  and 
the  extent  of  the  reform  wrought  by  the  mendicant  Friars. 
That  they  were  able  to  effect  a  permanent  change  in  the 
direction  of  the  ecclesiastical  current  would  perhaps  be  too 
much  to  assert.  But  it  cannot  be  successfully  denied  that  in 
the  days  of  their  vigor  and  purity  they  did  accomplish  some- 
thing to  help  a  struggling  humanity  grope  its  way  out  of  the 
darkness  of  the  Middle  Ages.  In  an  age  of  irresponsible 
tyrtinny,  they  became  the  protectors  of  the  weak  and  the 
vindicators  of  the  innocent.  In  the  midst  of  unbridled  license, 
they  were  the  advocates  of  domestic  v^irtues,  and  the  exem- 
plars of  ecclesiastical  purity.  Sworn  to  avoid  every  corru})tion, 
and  to  encourage  every  virtue,  Francis  and  his  followers 
went  forth  to  convert  a  degenerate  church  and  to  reform  a 
corrupted  society.  The  Pulpit  and  the  Mission  have  been 
well  called  the  two  most  efficient  means  of  regenerating 
humanity.  Of  these  the  Franciscans  had  almost  exclusive 
control  for  three-fourths  of  a  century,  and  the  reformation 
which  they  were  able  to  effect  was  the  most  thorough  and 
wide  spread  known  to  the  church  before  the  advent  of  Martin 
Luther. 
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Abticlk  II.— is  there   A   PROBATION    BETWEEN 
DEATH  AND  THE  JUDGMENT? 

The  adherents  of  this  view  are  not  so  nuinerons,  or  so  pro- 
nounced in  their  peculiar  notions,  as  to  have  taken  to  them- 
selves a  specific  name.  They  are  rather,  persons  who  mean  to 
be  orthodox  Christians,  who  eschew  the  doctrine  of  universal 
recovery.  They  would  relieve  their  minds  of  the  severity  of 
the  orthodox  tenet,  which  makes  character  formed  in  this  life  the 
arbiter  of  destiny  for  ever,  while  at  the  same  time,  they  hold 
to  the  doctrine  of  eternal  punishment  for  those  who  shall  come 
to  the  Judgment  unregenerate. 

This  theory  does  not  set  aside  the  reality  of  a  Day  of  Judg- 
ment when  the  fiiture  ctmdition  of  all  men  will  be  irreversibly 
pronounced.  It  does  not  set  aside  the  idea  that  Christ  will 
then  cease  from  his  mediatorial  work  and  assume  his  preroga- 
tive of  Kingship.  It  does  not  alter  the  condition  of  salvation, 
repentance,  and  faith.  It  claims  that  it  does  not  interfere  with 
the  legitimate  working  of  the  atonement.  It  simply  teaches  that 
during  the  intermediate  state  between  death  and  the  judgment, 
while  Christ  is  performing  the  work  of  redemption  among 
those  who  are  alive  upon  the  earth,  He  may  still  be  carrying 
on  the  same  process  among  departed  souls,  and  that  persons 
dying  impenitent  may  yet  repent,  believe  on  Christ,  be  for- 
given, and  be  put  in  possession  of  eternal  life. 

This  view  differs  from  that  of  the  Rotnanists  as  to  the  inter- 
mediate state,  in  this,  that  with  them,  whatever  there  is  of 
purification  and  discipline  in  Purgatory  is  limited  to  those  who 
have  begun  to  be  saints.  Catholics  would  offer  prayers  and 
penances  only  for  those  who  die  within  the  pale  of  their 
Church ;  while  those  who  hold  the  other  doctrine  would  be 
encouraged  to  offer  prayer  and  exercise  hope  in  behalf  of  any 
who  had  died  in  their  sins. 

The  literature  of  this  theory  is  meagre.  The  sentiment  is 
rather  a  floating  one,  expressed  here  and  there  as  a  hope  or  a 
conviction.    Lady  Byron  announced  it  to  Mrs.  JStowe  concern- 
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ing  Lord  Byron.  "  Ever  before  her,"  says  Mrs.  Stowe,  '^dnring 
the  remainiDg  years  of  her  widowhood,  was  the  image  of  her 
hasband,  purified  and  ennobled,  with  the  shadows  of  earth  for 
ever  dissipated,  the  stains  of  sin  forever  removed, — *  the  angel 
in  him,' as  she  expressed  it,  'made  perfect  according  to  its 
divine  ideal.' "  Mrs.  Stowe  echoes  the  same  belief,  when  she 
suggests  the  reward  that  will  meet  her  friend,  "  to  see  that 
spirit,  once  chained  and  defiled,  set  free  and  purified ;"  and 
then  declares:  "Of  one  thing  I  always  feel  sure,  probation 
does  not  end  with  this  present  life."  An  able  work,  "The  Tri- 
partite Nature  of  Man,"  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Heard,  a  clergyman  of 
the* English  Church,  advocates  a  secondary  probation.  Lange, 
Olshausen,  and  other  German  commentators  adopt  an  inter- 
pretation which  allows  opportunity  for  forgiveness  after  death. 
Is  there  reason  to  believe  that  such  a  probation  exists?  Let 
us  consider  the  arguments  in  favor  of  it. 

I.  The  Scripture  argument.  "  Whosoever  speaketh  against 
the  Holy  Ghost,  it  shall  not  be  forgiven  him,  neither  in  this 
world,  neither  in  the  world  to  come."  Olshausen  claims  that 
'*  this  passage  is  not  overstrained,  if  we  infer  that  all  other  sins 
can  be  forgiven  in  the  world  to  come,  always  supposing  repent- 
ance and  faith."  But  this  is  only  inference.  The  Saviour  did 
not  say  that  any  sin  unpardoned- here  should  be  pardoned  here- 
after. Mark  thus  reports  the  idea:  "hath  never  forgiveness 
but  is  in  danger  of  eternal  damnation."  This  fixes  the  mean- 
ing of  the  phrase.  Christ,  in  cutting  off  the  sin  against  the 
Holy  Ghost  from  all  hope  of  pardon,  is  not  content  simply  to 
sAy,  it  shall  never  be  forgiven,  but  intensifies  his  expression  by 
adding,  *'  neither  in  this  world,  neither  in  the  world  to  come." 
Two  parallel  passages,  used  by  Romanists  to  prove  a  Purga- 
tory, are  also  relied  upon  in  this  case.  "  Agree  with  thine 
adversary  quickly.... lest  thou  be  cast  into  prison.  Verily, 
I  say  unto  thee,  thou  shalt  by  no  means  come  out  thence  till 
thou  hast  paid  the  uttermost  farthing."  "  And  his  Lord  was 
wroth  and  delivered  him  to  the  tormentors,  till  he  should  pay 
all  that  was  due  unto  him."  These  expressions,  it  is  claimed, 
designate  a  limit  beyond  which  punishment  shall  not  be  exten- 
ded.    But  the  [)assage  thus  interpreted  proves  rather  a  purga- 
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tory  than  a  probation,  a  deliverance  by  works  rather  than  a 
salvation  by  faith  in  Christ.  These  seem  to  be  only  proverb- 
ial phrases,  signifying  that  the  offender  shall  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  tlie  extreme  rigor  of  the  law.  As  man  can  never 
pay  his  "debt"  this  is  the  stronge-t  possible  way  of  expressing 
the  eternity  of  pnnishraent.  Bnt  the  main  scripture  relied 
npon  is  that  in  1st  Pet.  iii.  18-20 :  "  For  Christ  hath  once  suf- 
fered for  sins,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might  bring  us 
unto  God,  being  put  to  death  in  the  flesh,  bnt  quickened  by 
the  Spirit ;  by  which  also  he  went  and  preached  unto  the  spirits 
in  prison,  which  sometime  were  disobedient,  when  once  the 
long-suffering  of  God  waited  in  the  days  of  Noah,  while  the 
ark  wai?  preparing,  wherein  tew,  that  is  eight  souls,  were 
saved  by  water."  The  common  view  of  this  passage  is  that 
Christ,  by  his  Spirit  in  Noah,  '^  a  preacher  of  righteousness," 
before  the  flood,  preached  salvation  to  the  disobedient,  who 
dying  incorrigible,  are  now  spirits  shut  up  in  prison,  the  hell 
of  the  lost.  The  other  is  that  Christ,  while  his  body  was  in 
the  grave,  made  his  way  in  spirit  to  Hades  and  there  preached. 
On  this  side  two  special  points  are  made,  (1.)  "  He,"  TropeuOeiCy 
"  going,  preached."  Here  is  the  act  of  going,  and  the  redund- 
ancy of  the  phrase,  "  he  went,"  if  he  did  not  go.  Thisdepends 
upon  where  he  went  from.  Paul  writes  that  Christ  "  came  and 
preached  peace."  Here  is  the  same  construction, — iXOwu, 
coming,  preached.  And  this  the  apostle  said  to  the  Ephesians, 
who  had  never  seen  Christ  in  the  flesh.  Then  it  is  said,  "  The 
Lord  came  cUnon.^^  So  Christ  came  trom  heaven  to  preach  to 
the  people  of  Noah's  day.  (2.)  The  parity  of  the  construction, 
"  put  to  death  as  to  the  flesh,"  *'  made  alive  as  to  the  spirit." 
There  being  no  preposition  used  iu  either  case,  it  is  claimed 
that  the  parallelism  must  be  observed,  and  so,  as  he  was  also 
put  to  death  m  hie  fleshy  he  was  also  quickened  or  kept  alive, 
in  his  iffirity  in  which  spirit-state  of  existence  he  went  and 
preached  to  the  spirits  in  prison.  But  the  participle,  ZoHmot- 
ijd$iCy  "  made  alive,"  can  refer  in  fairness  only  to  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Christ.  In  the  twelve  places  in  which  the  New  Testa- 
ment uses  it,  once,  in  1st  Timothy,  vii.  13,  it  refers  to  God  as 
giving  life  to  all  creatures;  thrice,  J  no.  vi.  83 ;  2  Cor.  iii.  6 ; 
Gal.  iii.,  21,  it  refere  to  the  life-gimng  power  of  the  gospel ; 
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and  seven  times,  Jno.  v.,  21 ;  Rom.  iv.,  17;  viii.,  11  ;.  1  Cor. 
XV.  22, 36,  45,  it  is  used  with  direct  reference  to  the  raising  of 
the  dead.  Now  in  this,  the  twelfth  case,  to  put  upon  the  word 
a  meaning  entirely  different  is  mere  assumption.  Then  the 
parallelism  applies  equally  well  to  the  other  interpretation,  for 
it  was  by  his  own  spirit,  or  in  his  divine  nature,  that  he  preach- 
ed to  the  antedeluvians.  He  **  was  before  Abraham,"  before 
Noah.  It  was  the  Spirit  of  Christ  "  which  was  in  the  pro- 
phets," as  Peter  says ;  and  Enoch,  before  Noah,  was  one  of 
those  prophets.  Then  the  time  when  Christ  preached  is  indi- 
cated "  when  once  in  the  days  of  Noah,"  etc  This  idea,  it 
appears,  was  prominently  in  the  mind  of  Peter,  for  he  alone  of 
all  tlie  writers  of  the  Bible  informs  us  that  Noah  was  a  preach- 
er at  all,  "  a  preacher  of  righteousness ;"  so  that  it  was  quite 
natural  that  he  should  refer,  by  way  of  illustration,  to  the 
preaching  of  Christ  through  Noah. 

Why  was  it  that  this  alleged  mission  of  Christ  was  never 
even  hinted  at  by  any  other  of  the  New  Testament  writers ; 
while  Peter  is  so  obscure  that  his  remark  upon  his  beloved 
brother  Paul  may  be  turned  upon  himself:  ^'  In  whose  epistles 
are  some  things  hard  to  be  understood,  and  which  the  unlearn- 
ed and  the  unstable  wrest  to  their  own  destruction."  Why, 
then,  was  there  never  any  prophecy  of  this  important  mis- 
sion 2 

But  admitting  the  literal  preaching  in  Hades,  this  does  not 
prove  a  second  probation.  Dean  Alford,  who  assents  to  the 
literal  descent,  but  denies  the  theory  that  sin  may  be  forgiven 
in  the  future  worldupon  repentance,  says, "  In  the  entire  silence 
of  Scripture  on  any  such  doctrine,  every  principle  of  sound 
interpretation  requires  that  we  should  resist  the  introduction 
of  it  merely  on  the  strength  of  two  difficult  pas8a;4es,  in  neinher 
of  which  does  the  plain  construction  of  the  wori^s  require  it." 
Those  who  hold  to  this  visit  to  the  spirits  in  prison  are  much 
divided  as  to  the  time  and  the  object  of  the  mission.  Some 
believe  that  he  went  while  his  body  was  in  the  grave ;  others, 
that  he  went  atler  his  body  had  been  raised.  Dr.  Bartle,  Pesi- 
dent  of  Walton  College,  Liverpool,  in  his  work,  "Hades  and 
the  Atonement,"  tries  to  prove  that  Christ  went  there  to  com- 
plete the  atonement,  that  he  did  not  preach  there  at  all,  but 
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cried  aloud  among  those  spirits  as  one  of  the  suffering  num- 
ber. Some  hold  that  he  went  to  pronounce  sentence  upon  the 
evil  spirits ;  others,  to  deliver  those  who  had  become  purified 
by  purgatorial  fires ;  others,  such  as  Zuingle  and  Calvin,  to 
preach  to  the  waiting  patriarchs  the  accomplishment  of  re- 
demption ;  others,  Luther  and  Bengel,  to  preach  the  glad 
tidings  to  those  of  Noah^s  time,  who  at  the  last  moment  re- 
pented ;  others,  Athanasius,  Ambrose,  hold  that  the  preaching 
was  of  two  kinds,  a  saving  message  to  the  saints,  and  a  sen- 
tence upon  those  who  were  kept  in  prison  until  the  last  day ; 
while  those  who  find  in  this  obscure  passage  a  warrant  for  a 
second  probation  have  to  stand  against  aU  of  these  others  who 
agree  as  to  the  literal  descent.  So  that  even  though  Christ 
did  go  to  Hades,  it  is  unproven  and  altogether  improbable 
that  he  there  opened  a  way  of  salvation  to  those  who  died  in 
their  sins. 

II.  It  is  argued  that  the  heathen,  who  have  never  heard  of 
the  Saviour,  must  have  another  probation.  Bengel  says, 
"  From  all  that  we  experience  and  that  is  revealed  to  us  res- 
pecting the  divine  mercy,  we  may  fairly  believe  that  there  is 
an  economy  for  the  poor,  ignorant  heathen,  apart  from  that 
with  which  we  are  concerned."  Heard,  in  the  "Tripartite 
Nature "  connects  Christ's  descent  into^he  under  world  with 
the  salvation  of  some  who  have  never  heard  the  gospel  preach- 
ed when  in  the  flesh.  Lange,  upon  the  same  passage,  says, 
"  Holy  scripture  nowhere  teaches  the  eternal  damnation  of 
those  who  died  as  heathens  or  non-Christians.  Peter,  by  divine 
illumination,  clearly  aflirms  that  the  ways  of  God's  salvation 
do  not  terminate  with  earthly  life,  and  that  the  gospel  is 
preached  beyond  the  grave  to  those  who  have  departed  this  life 
without  a  knowledge  of  the  same." 

It  is  to  be  said  in  regard  to  this  argument  in  behalf  of  the 
heathen,  that  it  gains  nothing  from  the  teaching  of  Peter,  for 
the  persons,  whom  he  specifies,  were  not  heathen.  They  not 
only  had  the  bible  of  nature,  but  they  had  that  portion  of 
God's  revelation,  which  he  had  made  up  to  that  time ;  they 
had  the  preaching  of  Noah  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  years, 
as  we  learn  from  Peter  alone ;  they  had  the  presence  of  God's 
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warning  and  converting  Spirit,  as  God  said  in  express  refer- 
ence to  them,  '*  My  Spirit  shall  not  always  strive  with  man," 
— all  of  which  was  enough  for  the  salvation  of  Abel,  of  Enoch, 
of  Noah's  family,  and,  doubtless,  of  many  others  who  died  be- 
fore the  flood.  If  we  turn  to  Peter's  second  Epistle  we  find 
his  positive  opinion  as  to  the  character  and  the  prospects  of 
these  same  antedelnvians.  He  classes  them,  as  ^'the  old 
world,"  with  the  "  angels  that  sinned,"  and  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ;  and,  using  them  fdl  as  an  illus- 
tration of  the  certainty  of  the  punishment  of  the  ungodly,  he 
says,  "  The  Lord  knoweth  how  to  reserve  the  unjust  unto  the 
day  of  judgment  to  be  punished."  No  intermediate  probation 
taught  here.  If  Peter  had  had  in  mind  the  heathen  as  such, 
who  were  to  have  another  chance,  he  certainly  would  have 
chosen  some  other  people  for  his  illustration,  for  these  had  not 
only  enjoyed  the  preaching  of  God's  word,  but  as  his  argument 
runs,  they  are  reserved  to  the  judgment,  not  to  enjoy  another 
probation,  but  to  be  punished.  But  the  Apostle  Paul  has  set- 
tled this  question  about  the  heathen  in  no  obscure  or  hesitant 
way.  They  that  have  sinned  without  the  revealed  law  shall 
be  judged  without  the  revealed  law.  And  when  ?  "  In  the 
day,"  he  says,  "  when  God  shall  judge  the  secrets  of  men  by 
Jesus  Christ  according  to  my  gospel," — not  that  the  heathen 
would  be  judged  according  to  the  gospel,  for  he  had  just  said 
to  the  contrary,  but  his  gospel  message  was  to  teach  that  all 
men  are  to  be  brought  to  the  judgment  and  that  they  who  have 
not  the  written  law  shafl  be  judged  by  the  law  '*  written  in 
their  hearts,"  the  law  of  reason  and  conscience.  What  a  tine 
opportunity  here  for  the  logical  Paul,  in  discussing  the  equity 
of  bringing  the  heathen  to  judgment,  to  put  in  an  argument 
that  their  probation  wais  to  be  continued  after  death  and  that 
Christ  went  and  preached  the  gospel  to  them  in  prison.  But 
Paul  had  no  such  gospel  to  preach.  Nor  was  he  troubled  about 
the  matter  of  equality  in  Qt)d's  dealings  with  all,  for  he  finds 
that  those  who  have  not  the  gospel,  do  yet  possess  light,  "  so 
that  they  are  without  excuse."  "  That  which  may  be  known 
of  Gk)d  is  manifest  in  them,  for  God  hath  shown  it  unto  them." 
When  we  consider,  further,  that  Christ  by  his  death  has  put 
all  men  unto  a  salvable  condition,  even  though  they  may  not 
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all  have  heard  of  it ;  that  all  those  dying  in  infimcy  are  saved  ; 
that  adult  pagans  will  be  judged  only  by  the  standard  which 
they  have  had ;  and  that  not  a  few  may  have  such  a  disposi- 
tion toward  God  as  would  incline  them  at  once  to  accept  a 
proffered  Saviour ;  we  may  comfort  ourselves  that  the  number 
of  the  heathen  who  may  be  finally  saved  will  not  be  small. 
He,  who  is  to  be  the  Judge  and  who  will  assuredly  do  right, 
will  make  all  equitable  discrimination,  even  as  He  taught  that 
the  people  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  would  have  a  better  pros- 
pect at  the  Judgment — it  would  ^*  be  more  tolerable  for  them  " 
— than  the  people  of  his  generation. 

HI.  A  second  probation  is  argued  from  the  fact  that  the 
final  decision  is  made,  not  at  the  moment  of  death,  but  at  the 
last  day,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  Judgment  is  placed  so  far 
away,  as  if,  meantime,  to  give  space  for  salvation.  Lange 
mentions  this.  True  the  final  sentence  will  not  be  pronounced 
until  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ ;  but  this  does  not  prevent  a 
previous  decision,  or  allotment  of  place  and  condition  ac- 
cording to  character.  Through  the  course  of  a  term  of  our 
Recorder's  Court,  criminals  are  found  guilty  and  held  in  jail 
for  final  sentence  upon  a  day  appointed,  when  the  whole  num- 
ber are  called  up,  sentenced,  and  sent  off  to  join  the  other  spi- 
rits in  prison.  So  in  the  Olympic  games,  the  victors,  as  they 
came  out,  received  the  applause  of  the  multitude  and  took 
their  stand  together,  waiting  for  the  official  proclamation  and 
the  crowning  until  the  whole  process  of  trial  had  been  com- 
pleted. Though  at  death  the  wicked  pass  beyond  probation, 
and  though  they  do  at  once  go  to  their  own  place,  yet  it  is  emi- 
nently fitting  that,  at  the  end  of  this  present  system,  God 
should  exhibit  to  the  Universe  the  triumph  of  his  government, 
not  only  in  the  exercise  of  his  sovereign  grace,  but  in  the  dis- 
play of  his  justice,  which  sentences  all  incorrigible  rebels  to 
punishment.  Then  as  to  the  distance  of  that  day ; — ^it  is  not 
really  far  away  from  the  present  state  of  things.  It  comes 
while  the  earth  is  yet  in  its  full  population.  It  follows  imme- 
diately upon  the  close  of  the  remedial  system  on  this  earth, 
when  the  rebellion  shall  have  been  so  completely  subdued  that 
the  condemned  rebels  shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  loyal  as  the 
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oocapants  of  our  priBons  are  to  the  good  citizens, — a  small 
number,  not  known  to  society,  not  reckoned  in  citizenship. 

IV.  A  second  probation  during  the  intermediate  state  is 
argued  from  the  theory  of  an  intermediate  place.  Hades  is 
held  to  be  the  common  region  for  all  departed  spirits.  It  is 
divided  into  two  apartments.  Paradise  and  Gehenna,  to  which 
the  good  and  the  bad  are  respectively  assigned  at  death,  there 
to  await  the  Judgment.  During  this  state  it  is  claimed  that 
persons  in  Gehenna  may  repent,  find  forgiveness,  and  cross 
over  to  Paradise,or  at  least  be  transferred  there  at  the  last  day. 
Even  if  this  theory  of  Hades  be  true,  that  it  is  a  common  in- 
termediate abode  of  the  departed,  this  does  not  prove  a  pro- 
bation during  that  state.  Of  the  many  Christians  who  hold 
to  the  intermediate  place,  almost  all  reject  the  idea  that  salva- 
tion can  there  be  attained. 

But  is  there  such  an  intermediate  place  at  all  ?  We  do  not 
find  it  taught  in  the  Word  of  God.  "  To  day,"  said  the  Sa- 
viour to  the  penitent  thief,  "  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  Para- 
dise." That  place  is  heaven,  and  not  an  apartment  in  Hades. 
It  is  the  place  to  which  Christ  went,  when  he  prayed,  "  Father, 
into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit."  Surely  he  did  not 
expect  to  meet  his  Father  in  Hades,  but  in  heaven,  where  the 
saved  thief  was  to  be  with  him  that  day ;  where  he  will  have 
all  his  people,  as  he  prayed :  "  Father,  I  will  that  they,  whom 
thou  hast  given  me,  be  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my 
glory."  In  the  New  Testament  the  word  Paradise  is  used  in 
only  two  otlier  places,  where  it  immediately  refers  to  heaven: 
"  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  Tree  of 
Life,  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  Paradise  of  God ;"  "  I  knew 
such  a  man  that  was  caught  up  into  Paradise."  The  first 
passage  can  mean  nothing  but  the  JmcJ,  place  of  reward,  and 
the  second,  Paul,  in  the  same  connection,  makes  synonymous 
with  "  the  third  heavens."  Other  dying  saints  are  represented 
as  going  directly  to  heaven.  "Enoch  was  not,  for  God  took 
him."  Elijah  "went  up  into  heaven."  Stephen,  about  to 
depart,  saw  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Son  of  Man  standing 
on  the  right  hand  of  God,  and,  in  assurance  of  going  thither, 
he  prays,  "  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit."  So  our  Lord  prom- 
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ised :  '•  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  unto  myself,  that 
where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also.''  He  says  of  his  saints,  they 
are  ''as  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven  ;"  "  equal  unto  the  angels,^ 
and  this,  as  the  connection  shows,  is  previous  to  the  resurrec- 
tion. Now  if  they  are  like  and  equal  to  the  angels  of  God  in 
heaven,  are  they  not  with  the  angels  in  heaven  ?  So  the  Apos- 
tle Paul  represents  the  wliole  Church  of  God  as  being,  at 
present,  not  in  any  halfway  place,  but  in  heaven  or  on  earth; — 
"  Of  whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named  ;** 
and  "the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect"  he  reports  a8 
already  in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  with  Jesus  and  the  angels. 
For  himself  he  has  a  "  desire  to  depart  to  be  with  Christ, 
which  is  far  better.''  Surely  he  would  not  find  Christ's  resi- 
dence in  Hades. 

Equally  clear  is  it  that  the  wicked,  at  death,  go  to  their  Jinal 
place,  the  hell,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  It  is 
said,  on  the  other  side,  that  the  wicked  dead,  until  the  resur- 
rection, are  confined  in  Tartarus,  the  nether  portion  of  Hades. 
Now  in  the  only  passage  that  uses  the  term  Tartarus,  2  Pet.  ii. 
4,  that  word  is  made  to  describe  the  place  prepared  for  the 
"  angels  that  sinned,"  and  is  translated  "  hell,"  where  they  are 
"  reserved  unto  judgment."  So  also  the  souls  of  the  wicked 
are  "reserved  unto  judgment"  in  Tartarus,  in  Gehenna,  in 
Hades,  along  with  the  devil  and  his  angels,  for  whom  this  hell 
was  prepared,  and  into  which,  after  the  last  day,  they  are 
again  to  be  cast. 

Nor  can  the  view  of  an  intermediate  place  be  proven  from 
the  use  of  the  word  Hades  in  the  Scriptures.  In  classic  use,  it 
is  true,  it  had  the  idea  of  a  common,  but  final  abode.  But 
God  in  giving  a  revelation  had  to  use  such  words  as  were  found 
in  the  language,  supplementing  their  meaning  when  found 
wanting  as  to  the  divine  idea,  just  as  the  missionaries  do  now 
in  translating  the  same  inspired  Word  into  the  languages  of 
the  heathen.  Yet  this  word,  Hades,  came  into  the  New  Tes- 
tament, not  directly  from  Greek  usage,  but  from  the  Septuagint 
of  the  Old  Testament,  where  it  stands  for  "  Sheol,"  a  word  older 
than  the  classics.  What  then  does  "Sheol "  mean  ?  The  word 
as  shown  by  Professor  Griflin,  in  the  Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Vol. 
xiii.,  has  four  diffcKent  meanings, — ^the  common  idea  of  some- 
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thing  dark  and  gloomy  nnderlying  them  all^  viz. :  ths  grave^ 
deaiky  a  dark  unseen  region  in  cont/rast  with  hea/veny  and  a 
place  of  extreme  suffering^  never  expressing  a  common  abode 
for  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  except  as  death  and  the  grave 
are  their  common  lot.  Now  Hades  is  used  sixty-four  times  in  the 
Septuagint,  and  in  all  but  four  it  is  the  translation  of  "  Sheol,'* 
and  so  is  substantially  its  synonymn.  Bo  then  the  word  Hades 
comes  from  the  Old  Testament  into  the  New  with  this  color  of 
meaning,  and  is  used  in  the  New  eleven  times,  with  the  same 
general  signification,  while  in  no  one  case  does  it  require  the 
sense  of  a  common  abode  of  the  dead.  In  six  cases  it  refers 
unmistakably  to  the  grave ;  and  in  the  other  five,  like  Gehenna, 
in  its  universal  use,  it  refers  to  a  place  of  punishment.  If  then 
there  be  no  such  intermediate  place,  no  argument  can  be 
drawn  from  it  for  a  probation  during  which  departed  souls 
may  be  transferred  from  the  abode  of  the  bad  to  that  of  the 
good. 

V. — An  argument  for  a  second  probation  is  based  upon 
*^  learned  ignorance."  Says  Heard :  *'  We  are  not  to  argue 
from  our  ignorance  of  the  plan  of  this  future  salvation  to  its 
impossibility.  The  intermediate  state  may  be  the  scene  of  a 
display  of  the  riches  of  God's  long-suflTering  and  grace  as  far 
transcending  any  we  know  of  at  present,  as  this  dispensation 
transcends  that  of  Judaism.^'  Yes,  and  it  may  not.  But  there 
are  some  things  that  we  do  know.  We  know  that  this  life  is  a 
probation,  that  a  destiny  of  reward  or  of  retribution  awaits 
every  soul  after  death.  We  do  know  that  the  Son  of  God,  who 
has  given  the  most  full  and  positive  revelations  upon  these 
profound  realities  of  the  future,  has  made  them  so  clear  and 
unequivocal  that  all  adverse  criticism,  confessedly,  has  to  go 
outside  of  the  Word  of  God  for  support :  that  he  did  not  make 
any  like  statement  in  regard  to  the  reality  or  possibility  of  a 
probation  beyond  this  life.  If  there  be  such  a  fact,  of  so  vast 
moment,  why  did  not  the  Saviour  reveal  it  ?  If  it  be  said  that 
Christ  did  not  reveal  this  iiiture  period  of  trial,  in  order  to 
leave  the  utmost  possible  pressure  upon  men  to  repent  in  this 
life,  intending  to  give  another  opportunity,  we  say  that  this 
does  not  accord  with  the  frankness  of  our  Lord,  and  that,  if 
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space  for  pardon  is  still  to  be  open  till  the  judgment,  it  was  of 
vast  importance  to  the  efficiency  of  that  system  of  salvation 
that  this  continuance  of  the  period  of  grace  should  have  been 
made  perfectly  clear,  for,  otherwise,  those  who  have  departed 
this  lite  vrithout  Christ  ace  henceforth  deprived  of  that  benefit 
which  comes  from  the  prayers  of  surviving  friends,  from  that 
travail  of  soul  by  which  many  in  this  life  are  bom  into  the 
kingdom.  Christ  in  his  work  is  thereby  deprived  of  that  sym- 
pathetic aid,  and  his  people  are  deprived  of  that  privilege  of 
"  travail  in  birth  until  Christ  be  formed "  in  their  departed 
dear  ones. 

Further,  if  we  are  not  to  argue  from  our  ignorance  of  this 
plan  for  futnre  salvation,  neither  are  we  to  argue  from  oar  ig- 
norance to  its  possibility.  Surely  ignorance  is  a  bad  premiss 
to  base  any  argument  upon,  especially  if  its  conclusion  runs 
counter  to  the  logical  drift  of  much  that  is  absolute  truth,  and 
if  the  consequences  are  ruinous  to  souls.  Now  if  another  pro- 
bation is  taught,  men  will  take  advantage  of  the  doctrine, 
which,  when  it  turns  out  to  be  untrue,  will  be  found  to  have 
precipitated  upon  them  irretrievable  ruin.  Just  as  men  recoil 
from  Christ's  doctrine  of  eternal  punishment  and  seek  reftige 
in  the  view  of  restoration  or  of  annihilation,  as  something  less 
terrible,  so  will  they  much  more  take  license  from  tlie  notion 
of  another  period  of  grace,  and  run  their  chances. 

VI. — An  argument  for  a  second  probation  is  drawn  irom  the 
abiding  love  and  mercy  of  Christ.  Mrs*  Stowe  writes :  "  It  is 
evident  to  me  that  the  spirit  of  Christianity  has  produced  in 
the  human  spirit  a  tenderness  of  love  which  wholly  revolts 
from  the  old  doctrine  on  this  subject,  and  I  observe  that  the 
more  Christ-like  any  one  becomes,  the  more  difficult  it  seems 
for  them  to  accept  it  as  hitherto  presented."  Noting  the  pe- 
tUio  principii  in  this  statement,  we  pass  to  let  the  fair  author 
answer  her  own  argument,  as  in  the  very  next  sentence  she 
recoils  from  her  doctrine,  and  says :  ^'  And  yet,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  was  Christ,  who  said,  *  Fear  him  that  is  able  to  destroy 
both  soul  and  body  in  hell;'  and  the  most  appalling  language 
is  that  of  Christ  Himself."  Yet  who  is  more  "  Christ-like '' 
than  Christ,  to  find  it  difficult  to  accept  the  *'  old  doctrine  ?" 
Still  she  goes  on  to  state  that  the  present  position  of  the 
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Church  is  wholly  irreccmcUiable  with  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  "  For, 
if  it  were  the  case  that  probation  in  all  cases  begins  and  ends 
liere,  God's  example  wonld  surely  be  one  that  could  not  be 
followed,  and  He  would  seem  to  be  far  less  persevering  than 
even  human  beings  in  efforts  to  save."  Turn  over  this  asser- 
tion then  in  the  light  of  God's  own  declarations.  "  What  could 
have  been  done  more  to  my  vineyard  that  I  have  not  done  in 
it  ?"  "  All  day  long  have  I  stretched  forth  my  hands  unto  a 
disobedient  and  gainsaying  people."  "  How  shall  I  give  thee 
up,  Ephraim  ?  How  shall  I  deliver  thee,  Israel  ?  Mine  heart 
is  turned  within  me;  my  repentings  are  kindled  together." 
Take  that  fearfiil  passage  in  the  Proverbs,  where  God  com- 
plains that  all  of  his  advances  have  been  resisted,  and  then  as 
though  "  every  possible  thing  had  been  done "  in  vain,  He 
turns  to  cut  off  probation  and  leave  the  incorrigibles  to  the 
logic  of  their  own  lives:  "  Therefore  shall  they  eat  of  the 
fruit  of  their  own  way,  and  be  filled  with  their  own  devices." 
Take  the  Saviour's  lament  over  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  : 
*'  If  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  in  this  thy  day,  the  things 
which  belong  to  thy  peace ;  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine 
eyes."  Mark  that  grief  of  the  divine  compassion :  "  Ye  will 
not  come  unto  me  that  ye  might  have  life."  And  does  all  this 
present  an  example  of  perseverance  in  efforts  to  save  not 
worthy  to  be  followed  ?  Indeed,  God,  in  this  life,  has  seemed 
to  exhaust  invitation  and  warning  and  entreaty  and  perseve- 
rance in  the  same,  and  has  endured  abuse  and  neglect  and 
contempt  such  as  to  put  his  example  infinitely  above  the 
utmost  that  human  nature  could  have  attained  unto.  Besides, 
it  is  mere  assumption  that  God  can  do  anything  more  for  a 
sinful  soul  in  the  ftiture  world  than  he  has  done  in  this. 
We  have  no  evidence  to  this  effect :  the  probabilities  are 
against  it. 

We  come  now  to  the  arguments  against  a  second  proba- 
tion. 

1. — ^Passages  of  Scripture  which  teach  that  probation  is  lim- 
ited to  this  life.  Eighteen  centuries  ago  Jesus  said :  "  Whoso- 
ever, therefore,  shall  be  ashamed  of  me  and  of  my  words  in 
ihie  adulterous  and  sinftil  generation,  of  him  also  shall  the  Son 
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of  Man  be  ashamed,  when  he  corned  in  the  glory  of  his  Father ;" 
and  again :  '*  Whosoever,  tlierefore,  shall  confess  me  before  men, 
him  will  I  confess  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven ;  but 
whosoever  shall  deny  me  before  men^  him  will  I  also  deny 
before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  "  Now  is  the  day  of 
salvation ;  now  is  the  accepted  time,"  is  the  intensive  appeaL 
"  Wliatsoever  a  man  soweth  that  shall  he  also  reap  ;  for  he  that 
soweth  to  his  flesh,  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption ;  but  he 
that  soweth  to  the  Spirit,  shall  of  the  S]>irit  reap  life  everlast- 
ing." The  sowing  is  in  this  life,  in  the  flesh ;  the  reaping  is  in 
the  life  everlasting,  or  its  opposite.  **  It  is  appointed  unto 
men  once  to  die ;  but  ailer  this  the  judgment," — the  plain  im- 
plication being  that  no  period  of  trial  can  be  expected  after 
death.  We  are  told  of  those,  who  "  sin  wilfully,"  "  for  whom 
there  remaineth  no  more  sacrifice  for  sins,  but  a  certain  look- 
ing for  of  judgment."  In  regard  to  such,  the  efficacy  of  the  sac- 
rifice for  sins  has  ceased  long  before  the  jndgment,  of  which 
there  is  fearful  expectation.  When  we  shall  appear  before  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ  it  will  be  to  "  receive  the  things  done 
in  the  body;^  these  things  done  in  the  body  are  to  fix  our 
doom.  It  is  by  "  patient  continuance  in  well-doing"  here  that 
we  are  to  gain  "  eternal  life  "  from  Him,  ^'  who  will  render  to 
every  man  according  to  his  deeds."  Those  who  are  "  faithful 
vm^  death  "  are  to  receive  the  crown  of  life ;  while  it  is  in  this 
life  that  men  '*  treasure  up  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath." 
The  preaching  of  the  gospel,  as  the  apostles  and  other  ministers 
of  Christ  have  preached  it,  in  this  world,  becomes  a  savour  of 
"  death  unto  death  "  or  of  "life  unto  life."  That  solemn  decla- 
ration of  Jesus :  "  Te  shall  die  in  your  sins,"  implies  that 
dying  in  sin  is  a  sealing  of  destiny.  If  not  so,  the  warning 
loses  all  its  force.  But,  as  if  to  make  it  clear  that  such  a 
*'  dying  in  sin "  is  a  perpetual  separation  from  Christ,  He 
says  at  once :  '^  Whither  I  go,  ye  cannot  come."  Then  the 
Pharisees,  carping  at  this  response,  inquire:  "Will  he  kill 
himself?"  Jesus  retorts :  "  Ye  are  from  beneath ;  I  am  from 
above,"  and  repeats  the  original  declaration  as  an  equivalent 
to  this :  "  Therefore  said  I  unto  you,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins, 
for  if  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  He,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins," 
which  brings  us  back  to  those  other  words  of  his :   "  He  that 
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believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  Of  the  rich  fool  in  the  para- 
ble oar  Lord  declared  :  ^^This  night  thy  sonl  shall  be  required 
of  thee.'^  "  So  is  every  one  that  is  not  rich  toward  God.'* 
Every  one,  who  has  not  gained  that  true  riches  before  his  soul 
is  required  of  him,  is  just  such  a  fool.  And  so  we  find  the 
Bible  burdened  with  appeal  and  warning,  as  though  the  offer 
of  salvation  were  limited  to  this  life.  "  To  day,  if  ye  will  hear 
his  voice ;"  **  How  shall  we  escape  ?"  "  What  shall  it  profit 
a  man  ?"  ^*  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate,  for  many  shall 
seek  to  enter  in  and  shall  not  be  able ;"  ^^  Let  us,  therefore, 
fear,"  lest  we  fail  of  entering  into  his  rest  Such  is  the  burden 
of  admonition  that  fills  the  Word  of  God,  implying  that  salva- 
tion can  be  attained  only  in  this  life. 

n.  Passages  of  Scripture  v^ch  teach  that  there  is  no 
probation  between  death  and  the  Judgment.  Of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  who  had  then  been  in  the  in- 
termediate state  for  two  thousand  years,  Christ  avers  that  they 
shall  appear  at  the  judgment  in  their  original  character — their 
condition  unchanged  by  the  intervening  period.  So,  {oo,  did 
he  declare  of  the  people  of  Tyre  and  Sidon.  No  intimation 
does  he  give  of  any  disciplinary  process  of  salvation  enjoyed 
by  those  people  between  the  day  of  their  overthrow  and  the 
last  day.  If  in  their  day  of  probation  they  had  had  the  light 
of  Ohorazin  and  Capemamn  they  would  have  repented  long 
ago,  the  Saviour  says :  yet,  with  all  of  his  disposition  to  palli- 
ate the  case  of  those  early  sinners,  he  gives  no  hint  that  they 
were  having  another  probation,  but  leaves  them  where  death 
found  them.  Our  Lord  represents  that  at  the  last  day  many 
will  put  in  a  plea — ^not  that  they  had  repented  since  their  dy- 
ing— but  that  during  life  they,  in  His  name,  had  prophesied, 
had  cast  out  devils,  had  done  many  wonderful  works."  And 
to  such  he  professes :  *^I  never  knew  you,**  during  that  period 
of  earthly  activities ;  "  depart  ^  from  me."  Then,  in  that  des- 
cription of  the  process  of  the  judgment,  the  decision  is  made 
upon  what  men  did,  or  did  not  do,  in  this  life.  No  praise  or 
blame  is  attributed  for  conduct  during  the  interim  after  death. 
Christ  used  the  parable  of  the  ten  virgins  to  impress  the  need 
of  being  ready  at  the  time  of  his  coming :  "  Watch,  for  ye 
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know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  wherein  the  Son  of  Man 
cometh."  Before  the  coming  of  the  bridegroom  the  door  was 
open ;  after,  it  was  shtU^  and  to  thoee  who  come  saying,  ^^Iiord, 
Lord,"  he  answers,  "I  know  you  not."  At  death,  he  comes  to 
all  and  shnts  the  door.  When  one  came  to  oar  Lord  with  the 
inquiry,  ''Are  there  few  that  be  saved  I"  He  answered,  strive 
to  enter  in  at  the  straight  gate,  for  many,  I  say  unto  you, 
shall  seek  to  enter  in  and  shall  not  be  able.  When  once  the 
Master  of  the  house  is  risen,  and  haih  shut  to  the  door^  and  ye 
begin  to  stand  without  and  to  knock  at  the  door,  saying,  Lord, 
Lord,  open  unto  us,  and  He  shall  answer  and  say  unto  you, 
I  know  you  not."  Now  observe  that  this  is  a  pure  question  as 
to  the  ultimate  salvation  of  souk.  There  is  here  no  contro- 
versy with  the  Pharisees,  no  temporal  consideration,  by  which 
the  point  of  the  instruction  can  be  turned  aside.  And  when 
is  that  door  shut  ?  that  is  our  present  inquiry.  The  answer 
comes  in  the  reply  made  by  those  who  are  shut  out.  "We 
have  eaten  and  drunk  in  thy  presence  and  thou  hast  taught  in 
our  streets," — all  of  which  are  matters  that  would  occur  in 
this  life.  They  lay  claim  to  good  deeds  done  while  they  were 
in  the  flesh ;  they  put  in  no  plea  on  the  score  of  discipline  or 
of  repentance  since  the  day  of  death,  when  the  door  was  shut. 
And  the  Lord,  by  the  phrase,  "Ye  workers  of  iniquity,"  im- 
plying that  their  doom  had  been  sealed  by  those  earthly  acts, 
bids  them  depart 

Let  us  look  now  at  the  story  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus. 
This  is  not  an  allegory,  which,  like  the  printer's  types,  must 
be  turned  before  it  can  be  read.  It  is  not  after  the  pattern  of 
the  Sower,  but  alter  that  of  the  Good  Samaritan.  It  is  histo- 
ry, real  or  fictitious;  it  is  not  an  allegory,  in  which  Dives  rep- 
resents the  Jews,  and  Lazarus  the  Gentiles.  That  is  a  critical 
expedient  to  get  over  a  theological  difficulty.  But  even  if  that 
view  could  be  made  to  stand,  the  parable  by  its  glancing  into 
the  fixture  world,  yet  teaches  its  terrible  realities.  The  essence 
of  the  parable,  according  to  Trench,  is  that  the  Bich  Man,  for 
his  sin  of  unbelief  in  the  invisible  world,  showing  itself  in  the 
setting  of  his  heart  on  this  world,  in  hardheartedness  towards 
the  poor  and  in  prodigality  toward  himself,  is  made  to  realize 
the  remediless  doom  of  his  soul.    Now  as  to  the  bearing  of 
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this  parable  upon  our  argnment,  observe  (1)  that  both  the 
Rich  Man  and  Lazaros  are  at  onoe  assigned  their  places  accord- 
ing to  character,— one  in  bliss,  and  the  other  in  torm€»nt.  Both 
die ;  one  is  immediately  carried  by  angels  into  Abraham^s 
bosom,  and  the  other  lifts  np  his  eyes  in  hell.  That  this  can- 
not mean  that  the  two  men  were  assigned  to  the  upper  and 
nether  portions  of  Hades,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  Bi- 
ble, as  already  shown,  does  not  sustain  the  idea  of  any  such 
intermediate  place.  Besides,  the  original  word  here  for  'TielP' 
is  not  Gehenna,  or  Tartarus,  which,  according  to  that  theory, 
are  the  names  of  the  nether  portion  of  Hades,  but  it  is  Hades 
itself,  in  contrast  with  Abraham's  bosom.  The  Rich  Man  went 
to  '*Hade8,"--to  Hell.  Observe  (2)  that  a  "great  gulf '  is 
fixed  between  these  states  and  places.  But  our  Lord  does 
not  leave  the  idea  in  this  merely  figurative  form,  but  gives  it  a 
literal  interpretation :  '*8o  that  they  which  would  pass  from 
hence  to  you  cannot,  neither  can  they  pass  to  us  that  would 
come  from  thence."  This  is  the  bridgeless  gulf  between 
heaven  and  hell.  No  wire  can  ever  be  suspended  across  it ; 
no  a|ch  can  be  made  to  span  it ;  not  even  the  ingenuity  of 
Satan  can  invent,  nor  the  enginery  of  hell  project  a  passage 
way  over  it.  As  there  can  be  no  intercommunication,  so  there 
can  be  no  discipline  of  those,  who  die  in  their  sins,  by  associa- 
tion with  the  saints.  Observe  (3)  that  in  this  life  all  had  been 
done  that  could  be  done.  When  Dives  found  that  there  was 
no  hope  for  himself,  he  besought  Abraham  to  send  Lazarus  to 
warn  his  five  brethren,  lest  they  also  should  come  to  that  place 
of  torment.  Abraham  declined,  because  they  had  the  Word 
of  God  represented  by  Moses  and  the  Prophets.  Dives  then 
plead  that  if  one  went  unto  them  from  the  dead  they  would 
hear.  Abraham  cnt  off^  the  appeal  by  declaring  that  if  they 
would  not  hear  the  Word  of  God,  neither  would  they  be  per- 
suaded, even  by  one  rising  from  the  dead.  Li  the  world,  where 
they  were,  all  had  been  done  for  them  that  could  be  done ; 
they  would  not  hear  a  preacher  rising  from  the  grave ;  or,  if 
they  should  be  brought'  into  the  spirit  world,  they  would  no 
sooner  believe  here  than  there.  The  historical  Lazarus  was 
raised  from  the  dead  ;  but  while  men  had  to  admit  the  miracle, 
they  yet  would  not  accept  the  divinity  of  Him  who  wrought 
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it  But  even  admitting  that  Divee  and  Lazania  were  in  the 
upper  and  lower  parts  of  Hades,  this  parable  is  proof  that 
there  is  no  probation  there,  for  there  is  no  passini;  from  one 
condition  to  the  other. 

in.  The  Scriptural  argument  for  the  termination  of  a  pro- 
bation at  death,  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  it  is  found  in 
accordance  with  the  course  of  nature.  Bishop  Butler,  in  his 
matchless  Analogy,  has  found  confirmation  of  the  Scripture 
doctrines  that  God  has  a  moral  government  over  his  creatures, 
executed  by  a  system  of  rewards  and  punishments,  and  that 
there  is  a  future  life,  in  which  this  moral  government  is  thus 
maintained.  In  two  chapters,  by  the  analogy  of  the  course  of 
nature,  he  proves  "  the  general  doctrine  of  religion,  that  our 
present  life  is  a  state  of  probation  for  a  future  one."  He  does 
not  specifically  argue  that  this  probation  ceases  with  the 
present  life ;  but  this  is  the  implication  of  the  whole  argument. 
This  life^  terminating  at  death,  is  found  to  be  a  state  of  pro- 
bation, implying  trial,  difficulties,  and  danger,  intended  for 
moral  discipline  and  improvement,  and  fixing  destiny  in  the 
future.  Yet,  incidentally,  he  does  find  this  limitation  of  pro- 
bation, when  he  says :  "  Now  the  beginning  of  life,  considered 
as  an  education  for  a  mature  age,  in  the  present  world,  appears 
plainly,  at  first  sight,  analagous  to  this  our  trial  for  a  future 
one;"  and  again:  "  The  former  part  of  life  is  to  be  considered  as  an 
important  opportunity,  which  nature  puts  into  our  hands,  and 
which,  when  lost^  is  not  to  he  recovered.  And  our  being  placed 
in  a  state  of  discipline  throughout  this  life,  for  another  world, 
is  a  providential  disposition  of  things,  exactly  of  the  same 
kind  as  our  being  plaqed  in  a  state  of  discipline  during  child- 
hood for  mature  age.  Our  condition  in  both  respects  is  uni- 
form and  of  a  piece,  and  comprehended  under  one  and  the  same 
general  law  of  nature."  Nothing,  we  find,  is  more  common 
than  regrets  for  misspent  opportunities,  which  are  considered 
lost.  If  I  could  live  my  life  over  again,  I  would  do  so  and  so, 
is  a  frequent  confession  that  the  period  of  preparing  for  the 
maturity  of  our  earthly  existence,  once  gone,  cannot  be  re- 
gained. Multitudes  of  those  social,  intellectual,  and  moral 
habits,  which  go  to  make  up  our  own  character,  were  fixed 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1 870.]  Death  and  the  Judgment  t  417 

within  the  probation  of  early  life  and  cannot  be  reset.  The 
opportunity  for  maturing  a  virtuous  life,  once  gone,  cuts  oflF 
the  prospect  of  a  happy  old  age.  And  so  when  the  Bible 
makes  death  the  limit  of  probation,  '*  which  when  lost  is  not 
to  be  recovered,"  we  find  in  nature  no  objection  to  the  credi- 
bility of  the  arrangement,  but  indeed  an  analagous  course  of 
things,  which  confirms  it.  If  objection  is  made  that  multi- 
tudes do  not  use  this  life  as  though  it  were  the  only  probation, 
and  so  it  could  not  have  been  thus  intended,  we  point  to  the 
many  seeds  of  vegetables  and  of  animal  bodies  that  never 
come  to  a  state  of  maturity,  and  to  the  fact  that  those  which 
attain  that  perfection  do  answer  the  end  for  which  they  were 
designed.  As  Butler  says:  "The  appewrcmce  of  such  an 
amazing  waste  in  nature,  with  respect  to  these  seeds  and 
bodies,  by  foreign  causes,  is  to  us  as  unaccountable  as,  what  is 
more  terrible,  the  present  and  future  ruin  of  so  many  moral 
agents  by  themselves."  This  author  also  advances  another 
profound  view  which  bears  upon  our  question.  It  is  that 
*'  this  world,  as  a  state  of  probation,  is  a  theatre  of  action  for 
the  manifestation  of  persons'  characters  with  respect  to  a  future 
one."  ^'  Such  a  making  manifest  of  what  is  in  them  may  have 
respect  to  a  future  life  as  a  means  of  their  being  disposed  of 
suitably  to  their  characters  and  of  its  being  known  to  the  crea- 
tion, by  way  of  example,  that  they  are  thus  disposed  of."  And 
such  a  revelation  of  character  during  this  probation  may  be  a 
part  of  the  process,  by  which,  at  the  Judgment,  God  will  jus- 
tify every  decision  of  his  in  the  eye  of  the  Universe. 

In  confirmation  of  this  analogy  of  nature  to  the  Scriptural 
doctrine  that  this  life  is  a  probation  which  ends  at  death,  we 
have  the  conclusion  to  which  human  reason  and  conscience 
have  come,  unenlightened  by  revelation.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  facts  of  human  history  that  God,  by  the  reason  and 
conscience  of  man,  has  made  a  universal  impression  that  there 
is  a  future  life,  that  there  are  two  conditions  there,  and  two 
places  for  the  two  grades  of  character.  This  natural  theology 
also  teaches  that  that  destiny  is  sealed  at  death.  According 
to  the  idea  of  the  Armenti  of  the  Egyptians,  the  Hades  of  the 
Greeks,  the  Tartarus  of  the  Latins,  the  future  lot  of  all  men  is 
decided  when  they  depart  this  life,  and  they  are  at  once 
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assigned  their  final  places  in  the  futare  world.  Hear  also  the 
philosophical  Plato :  "  Well  know,  O  Socrates,  that  when  one 
supposes  himself  near  the  point  of  death,  there  enter  into  his 
soul  fears  and  anxieties  respecting  things  before  unheeded 
For  then  the  old  traditions  respecting  hell,  how  those,  who  in 
this  life  have  been  guilty  of  wrong,  must  there  suffer  the  pen- 
alty of  their  crimes,  torment  his  soul.  He  looks  back  upon  his 
past  life,  and  if  he  finds  in  the  record  many  sins,  like  one 
starting  from  a  firightful  dream,  he  is  terrified  and  filled  with 
foreboding  fears."  "  The  good  man,"  Seneca  says,  "  God  ac- 
customs to  hardships  and  prepares  him  for  himself.  But  the 
luxurious,  whom  he  seems  to  spurn,  and  to  indulge,  he  reserves 
for  evil  to  come.  The  man,  who  has  long  been  spared,  will, 
at  last,  have  his  position  of  misery,  and,  though  he  seems  to 
have  escaped,  it  is  only  delayed  for  a  time."  All  of  this  indi- 
cates, as  a  tenet  of  the  religion  of  nature,  that  this  life  is  the 
only  probation,  and  with  this  doctrine  God's  Revelation  is 
found  in  harmony. 

Isaac  Taylor's  '^  Physical  Theory  of  Another  Life,"  in  the 
chapter  on  "  The  Survivance  of  Individual  Character,"  says : 

^  WhUe,  Uierefore,  it  eoosisU  perfectly  with  the  abetract  reason  of  things, 
and  with  what  we  see  around  us  in  nature,  to  expect  that  the  future  transition 
from  the  present  mode  of  existence  to  another  will  be  effected  immediately  by 
the  divine  power,  it  directly  contradicts,  not  merely  the  reason  of  things  abstract- 
edly, but  our  actual  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  principles  of  the  moral  and 
intellectual  system,  to  hope  for  any  such  sovereign  renovation  of  our  disposi- 
tions, as  consequent  upon  an  enlargement  of  our  faculties,  or  upon  a  change  of 
scene,  circumstance,  and  society.  That  the  Sovereign  Benevolence  may  indeed, 
if  it  pleases,  so  touch  the  springn  of  oor  motives  as  to  bring  about  a  change  of 
character,  is  by  no  means  to  be  denied ;  and,  indeed,  such  an  act  of  grace  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  that  economy  of  mercy  under  which  we  are  now  placed ;  but 
then  this  exertion  of  spiritual  influence  always  flows  in  the  channel  of  moral 
meaiid  and  inducements ;  nor  are  we  entitled  to  look  for  it  under  any  other  con 
ditions  than  those  explicitly  kid  down,  and  solemnly  insisted  upon  by  the  in- 
spired writers,  who  strictly  confine  our  expectations  of  efficacious  grace  to  the 
prebeot  economy,  and  who,  in  the  tones  of  awful  warning,  announce  thU  to  be 
the  day  of  salvation,  and  thia  the  aooepted  season  of  mercy. 

IV. — This  Scriptural  view,  confirmed  by  the  analogy  of 
nature,  is  still  further  sustained  by  the  fact  that  the  Interme- 
diate State  lacks  the  essential  elements  of  a  probation,  and  so 
cannot  stand  in  that  relation. 
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Probation  implies  the  suspenBion  of  retribution.  There  is 
no  evidence  that  this  condition  is  met  beyond  death,  while  the 
argmnent  is  overwhelming  that  punishment  begins  at  the  ces- 
sation of  life.  Even  upon  the  tlieory  of  an  intermediate  placey 
those  who  die  in  their  sins,  go  to  the  nether  division  of  Hades 
to  suffer.  K  Dives  were  only  in  that  halfway  place,  he  was 
already  under  the  sweep  of  retribution,  as  Father  Abraham 
bid  him  remember. 

Probation  implies  the  continued  mediation  of  Christ.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  this  can  be  obtained  after  death.  The  only 
shadow  of  encouragement  to  this  effect  is  that,  if  Christ  went 
to  Hades,  if  his  preaching  was  anything  more  than  the  proc- 
lamation to  the  patriarchs  of  the  accomplished  redemption,  if 
he  appointed  there  any  means  of  grace  and  made  provision  for 
the  perpetuation  of  the  same,  it  may  be  that  His  mediation  can 
there  be  secured.  Yet  even  this  is  to  be  believed  without  any 
knowledge  that  a  single  spirit  did  repent  under  the  preaching 
of  Christ,  or  ever  will  repent  under  that  system  of  things, 
while  the  whole  tenor  of  God's  Word  implies  that  Christ 
ends  his  work  of  grace  with  the  dosing  of  the  life  of  each 
person. 

Probation  implies,  as  an  element,  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  No  man  will  ever  repent  without  it.  Even  in  this 
life  the  exhortation  is  needed:  '* Quench  not  the  Spirit;" 
*'  Grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  whereby  ye  are  sealed  unto 
the  day  of  redemption."  To  have  "  done  despite  to  the  Spirit  of 
grace,"  was  a  part  of  the  solemn  indictment  against  those  who 
were  worthy  of  the  '*  sorer  punishment "  than  that  of  the  sin- 
ner against  Moses'  law,  and  to  whom  there  is  a  ''  certain  fearful 
looking  for  of  judgment."  God  declared  that  his  Spirit  should 
not  always  strive  with  man.  And  there  is  no  evidence  that 
this  gentle  spirit,  so  easily  to  be  grieved,  will  continue  to 
strive  with  the  souls  of  men  after  they  have  rejected  a  lifetime 
of  his  interposition.  The  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost  cannot 
be  forgiven,  in  the  world  to  come ;  and  who  knows  but  that  all 
who  die  in  their  sins,  resisting  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  very  last, 
do  thereby  commit  that  remediless  sin,  and  thus  forever  cut 
themselves  off  from  forgiveness. 

VOL.  XXIX.  28 
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Probation  implies,  as  an  element,  good  social  inflnence.  We 
know  not  how  much  om*  virtue  is  indebted  to  the  restraints 
and  incitements  of  our  surroundings.  In  the  fellowship  of  a 
spiritual  exaltation  many  a  covenant  with  death  is  diaannulled« 
which  no  ordinary  agency  would  ever  have  shaken.  But  alter 
death  these  social  influences  cease  to  operate.  The  departed 
spirit  is  removed  from  communion  with  friends  on  the  earth ; 
and,  impenitent,  it  is  separated  from  the  righteous  in  the  un- 
seen world ;  all  of  its  associations  are  with  the  wicked,  while 
its  own  depravity  is  let  loose  only  to  reveal  new  horrors  in  its 
desperateness;  and  the  devil,  who  had  before  allured  it  to 
vice,  delights  to  torment  the  victim  of  his  seductions. 

Probation  implies  discipline.  But  in  the  world-to-come  the 
helpful  discipline  of  this  life  is  turned  to  punishment,  and 
penal  infliction  upon  an  obstinate  sinner  will  never  lead  him 
to  repentance  and  faith  and  love.  It  does  not  so  work  in  this 
life.  Criminals  are  rarely  softened  by  imprisonment.  While 
a£9iction  is  made  a  blessing  to  the  righteous,  suffering,  unat- 
tended  by  the  grace  of  Gk)d,  does  not  prove  reformatory  even 
in  this  life.  Confine  an  immortal  soul  in  the  agonies  of  Hades, 
and  it  will  find  no  discipline  there.  Conscience,  with  renewed 
power,  will  continue  its  work  of  retribution,  itself  a  hell.  The 
sinful  character  will  reproduce  itself  and  so  necessitate  per- 
petual infliction. 

And  so  in  that  period  just  beyond  this  life  we  find  none  of 
the  essential  elements  of  probation.  What  then  will  a  sinful 
soul  do,  stripped  of  all  this  probationary  interposition,  but 
plunge  deeper  and  deeper  into  perdition  ? 
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Abticlb  III.-  HENRY  WARD  BEECHER. 

The  Sermons  of  Henry  Wwrd  Beecher  in  Plymouth  Chwrch^ 
Brooklyn.     From  verbatim  reports.     By  T.  J.  Ellinwood. 

PVymmbth  Put/pit;  Firat  Series:    September,  1868 — March, 
1869. 

Plymovith  Pulpit ;  A  Weekly  Publication  of  Sermons.  1869- 
1870.     New  York:  J.  B.  Ford  &  Co.,  No.  39  Park  Row. 

One  cannot  help  experiencing  a  twinge,  call  it  of  modesty 
or  shame,  when  he  attempts  to  forestall  posterity  and  to  write 
a  critique  of  a  living  contemporary,  of  one  whom  he  may  call 
a  friend.  No  one  likes  to  praise  or  blame  a  man  to  his  face. 
Mr.  Beecher,  perhaps,  is  an  exception  to  other  men.  He  has 
had  praises  that  have  exalted  him  till  he  has  touched  the  stars 
with  lofty  head,  and  vilifications  that  have  sunk  him  to  the 
•lowest  abyss.  He  probably  by  this  time  is  so  used  to  such 
words  that  he  "  cares  for  none  of  these  things."  We,  how- 
ever, must  still  confess  to  a  certain  shamefacedness  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  for  that  reason  declare  that  we  are  not  talking  of  Mr. 
Beecher,  but  only  of  the  popular  preacher,  the  preacher  to  the 
people,  although  before  we  get  through  we  may  make  some 
particular  njention  of  him  by  way  of  forcible  illustration. 

Who  are  \}ciQ  people  t  When  we  speak  of  the  people  in  con- 
nection with  the  monarchical  and  aristocratic  countries  of  the 
Old  World,  we  do  indeed  have  a  different  idea  in  our  minds 
from  that  which  we  have  in  speaking  of  the  people  of  our  own 
country.  In  the  Old  World  the  people  form  the  lower  classes, 
the  subject  and  abject  classes,  with  little  or  no  cultivation,  the 
rude,  unwashed,  unknown  ;  but  with  us  how  different ! 
Among  what  we  call  the  people  there  are  all  grades  of  intelli- 
gence and  education,  as  may  be  seen  in  any  of  our  religious 
congregations  or  assemblages  for  political  purposes.  In  fact, 
the  true  idea  of  the  people  is  not  that  of  the  educated  or  the 
ignorant  classes,  but  the  great  body  of  humanity,  who  have 
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the  common  attributes  of  humanity — reason,  conscience,  and 
heart — who  have  souls  that  Christ  came  to  save.     These  are  to 
be  reached  with  the  gospel.     The  truth  is  to  be  so  preached  as 
to  pierce  through  the  accidental,  and  to  come  to  the  essential, 
in  humanity.     Prejudices  and  opinions  are  not  to  be  address- 
ed, but  minds  and  souls.      These  minds  and  souls  made  by 
God,  under  whatever  garb  or  form  of  humanity  they  be,  are  to 
be  reached  by  the  truth  which  God  also  made.     This  is  to  be 
done  by  having  a  genuine  love  and  m/mpaihy  for  the  people. 
Honor  to  the  scholar  who  is  a  true-hearted  loving  man,  for  he 
holds  the  world  in  his  hand ;  but  the  mere  scholar  sometimes 
loses  utterly  this  power  of  sympathy  with  common  men.     He 
contemns  and  despises  them  in  his  secret  heart  because  they 
do  not  know  the  things  be  does.     He  looks  upon  them  as  be- 
longing to  the  barbarous  world  of  PhiMstini^m,    He  is  not 
their  brother.     He  does  not  love  them.     He  can  talk  eloquently 
about  humanity,  but  he  can  respect  nothing  but  learning,  and 
those  whom  he  esteems  learned.     He  belongs  to  a  caste.    He 
is  of  the  few,  not  of  the  many.     He  has  worked  out  of  the 
ocean-currents  of  human  life  into  a  side-eddy,  or  pool,  where 
he  goes  round  and  round  in  a  ceaseless  circle.     He  has  in  this 
sense  at  least  become  a  smaller  man,  though  a  more  learned 
one.     Now  with  such  a  heart,  though  he  may  be  a  good  man 
still,  is  he  fit  to  preach  t     He  has  in  fact  too  little  of  the  spirit 
of  the  gospel.     He  has   lost  sight  of  the  large   interests  ot 
humanity,  and  therefore  with  all  his  scholarship  and  discipline 
of  thought  he  is  a  dry  man,  an  unmagnetic  man,  an  inelo- 
quent  orator,  a  barren  preacher,  one  who  cannot  reach  a  living 
soul ;  and  what  honest  man  with  homely  thoughts  and  common 
sorrows  will  care  for  what  he  says,  or  go  to  him  for  counsel 
or  strength  in  his  soul's  troubles?     There  is  too  little  common 
ground  or  love  between  them. 

And,  again,  to  win  this  royal  name  of  a  preacher  to  the  peo- 
ple, one  must  be  willins:  to  preach  so  plainly  that  the  people 
can  understand  him.  He  must  come  down  from  the  high  and 
lofty  style  to  the  plain  style — to  *•  the  low  style  " — of  Augus- 
tine. And  since  we  quote  Augustine,  we  will  quote  him 
again  to  the  same  point,  which,  great  genius  as  he  was,  he 
faithfiilly  Illustrated  in  his   own  preaching;  he  says:  *'lt  is 
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better  that  the  learned  should  find  fault  than  that  the  people 
should  not  understand."  The  people  must  first  know  the 
truth,  and  then  the  truth  will  make  them  free  ;  and  is  it  not  a 
greater  inteUectudl  achievement  to  make  an  illiterate  man 
clearly  understand  what  the  act  of  Faith  is,  than  to  construct 
a  metaphysical  theory  of  faith  that  shall  interest  the  most 
philosophical  mind  in  the  audience  ? 

Then,  a^ain,  to  be  a  popular  preacher  in  the  true  sense — one 
must  preach  on  the  level  of  common  peoples^  thoughts  and 
ideas.  Popularity  depends  on  an  intuitive  perception  of 
what  interests  the  people — what  ideas,  facts,  arguments,  illus- 
ti*ations,  come  home  to  them  and  are  received  with  eagerness 
and  delight.  The  preacher  must  not  strike  too  high  nor  too 
low,  but  must  gauge  the  common  mind  with  happy  exactitude. 
Not  that  he  may  not  sometimes  lift  himself  and  his  audience 
into  a  higher  plane  of  ideas,  for  the  common  mind  is  not 
devoid  of  strpng.  sense,  rapid  perception,  and  the  power  of 
being  moved  by  great  thoughts ;  but  one  may  stray  far  out 
of  the  popular  way  of  thinking,  and  get  into  abstractions. 
He  must  go  right  to  the  heart  of  the  matter.  He  must  be 
great  enough  to  comprehend  the  popular  mind,  to  know  the 
avenues  that  lead  to  it,  and  he  must  especially  be  willing  to 
confine  himself  to  the  present — to  the  last  war  rather  than  to 
the  last  Punic  war — drawing  his  illustrations  from  the  house, 
the  field,  the  market,  from  the  sky  that  every  one  sees  every 
day,  and  the  earth  that  every  one  treads  every  day.  He  must 
make  use  of  the  true,  not  the  artificial  proof.  The  motives 
that  impel  men  to  bargains  and  trade,  they  understand  better 
than  transcendental  reasons.  The  real  rather  than  the  ideal 
interests  them.  There  must  be  some  foundation  of  practical 
truth  in  what  is  said,  for  the  popular  mind  wearies  of  pure  in- 
vention and  keeps  on  the  solid  earth,  where,  too,  there  are 
springs  of  poetry  and  beauty.  Such  a  preacher  was  St.  John 
Chrysostom  in  the  old  Greek  empire,  of  whom  the  people  said, 
it  was  better  for  the  sun  to  cease  shining  than  for  him  to  cease 
speaking. 

And  yet,  again,  in  order  to  be  a  preacher  to  the  people  one 
must  preach  loith  feeling  and  conviction.  It  must  be  a  real 
thing  and  not  something  put  on.     Here  has  been  the  power  of 
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great  preachers  from  the  apostles  down.  They  have  preached 
not  merely  with  the  accent  but  the  reality  of  belief.  They 
have  spoken  with  the  enthusiasm  of  love  and  faith.  And 
they  have  had  good  reason  to  do  so;  for  this  is  the  gospel 
which  has  proved  stronger  than  Roman  legions,  which  has  sub- 
dued kingdoms,  and  proved  itself  the  strongest  thing  in  the 
world.  The  power  of  God  has  been  in  this  gospel.  Its  new 
religion  of  love  has  been  the  only  religion  equal  to  the  conquest 
of  the  world  and  of  the  unconquerable,  heart  of  man.  It  has 
gone  forth  in  the  power  of  pure  goodness — ^the  power  of  the 
Cross — and  has  shown  itself  to  be  the  wisdom  of  Gk>d  unto 
salvation.  Now  if  such  a  religion  which  has  renewed  the  face 
of  the  earth  and  which  is  the  omnipotent  word  of  Life,  is 
not  preached  with  enthusiasm  and  with  something  of  the 
prophets'  bold  joy  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  word  of  his  power — 
then  it  will  not  reach  the  people,  nor  be  the  living  word  of 
God  to  their  souls.  Preachers  cannot  preach  formal  sermons 
and  lexpect  to  hold  the  people.  The  age  demands  for  its  re- 
ligion, either  to  be  soothed  or  to  be  saved — either  ritualism  or 
a  living  faith.  It  will  have  a  religion  of  pleasing  forms, 
rites,  images,  processions,  altar-dressings,  incense-burning, 
candles,  flowers,  in  which  not  only  Protestantism  but  Christ- 
ianity will  prove  a  failure,  or  the  primitive  spirit  of  faith,  and 
the  true  love  of  man,  must  be  revived  in  the  preachers  of 
Christianity. 

The  field  now  opened  in  onr  country  for  the  preacher  is  an 
inspiriting  one  from  its  difficulty  as  well  as  from  its  greatness. 
There  is  a  great  want  to  be  met  as  well  as  a  vast  field  to  be 
occupied.  While  every  material  interest  is  advancing,  there 
is  danger  that  true  Christianity,  or  spiritual  religion,  will  be 
left  behind.  The  forms  of  Christianity  are  changing.  Re- 
ligious denominations  are  disintegrating,  and  reuniting,  if  they 
reunite  at  all,  in  new  combinations.  The  strife  is  renewed  be- 
tween the  ancient  formalistic  and  authoritative  idea  of  the 
church  and  the  free  idea  (what  in  reality  we  esteem  to  be  the 
Puritan  idea)  springing  from  a  more  popular  theory,  one  not 
depending  upon  forms,  or  even  upon  rigid  dogmas,  but  repre- 
senting rather  the  inward  spirit  and  life.  The  Church  of  the 
Future  so  much  talked  of  will  be  the  body  of  those  who  are 
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animated  and  ninfied  by  the  spirit  of  Christ,  who  cherish  a 
common  personal  love  and  obedience  of  him  as  Lord  and 
Head,  and  who  draw  from  him  the  principles  of  a  divine  life. 
Not  dreaming  philanthropists,  or  radical  reformers,  or  Angns- 
tinians,  Arminians,  or  Calvinists,  bnt  OhrisUcms — ^gathered  out 
of  all  other  chnrches  and  religions  bodies,  they  will  con- 
stitute a  living  church,  organized  from  a  similar  principle  of 
life,  and  comprising  in  a  more  comprehensive  and  vital  analy- 
sis the  faith,  intelligence,  and  growing  religious  strength  of  the 
land.  No  genuine  evangelical  element,  or  true  doctrine,  will  be 
lost,  but  it  will  find  fit  if  simpler  and  diviner  forms  of  expres- 
sion than  it  now  does  in  our  best  creeds  and  symbols — per- 
haps than  our  purest  Puritanism  exhibits.  This  Church  of 
Christ  will  give  its  strength  to  works  of  real  goodness  and 
to  the  moral  and  spiritual  redemption  of  man.  It  will 
oppose  sin  and  selfishness  in  all  their  forms  personal  and 
social.  It  will  be  a  church  of  living  souls,  not  of  dead  formu- 
las. Therefore  we  believe  that  for  a  true  ministry  of  Christ, 
courageous,  honest,  pure,  able,  eloquent,  spiritual,  there  never 
was  opened  in  the  history  of  the  world  or  in^  any  land  such  a 
field  as  in  our  country.  Timid  and  time-serving  preachers 
cannot  stand  up  in  the  tremendous  rush  of  material  interests  ; 
they  cannot  stem  the  tide  of  scepticism ;  they  cannot  show 
their  heads  in  the  wild  storm  of  confiicting  opinions  that 
darkens  the  heavens  and  confuses  all  things — but  only  the 
strong  and  t^ue — those  who  resolve  to  serve  Christ  and  preach 
truth  to  the  people — who  are  men  full  of  the  Holy'  Ghost — 
they  can  rule  the  storm  and  make  head  against  it.  Such 
strong  leaders  of  the  people  are  called  for,  and  we  cannot 
longer  forbear  reference  to  one  to  whom  these  remarks  have 
pointed,  as  to  him  who  deserves  above  any  other  living 
American  minister  the  name  of  a  great  popvlar  preacher. 
Other  ministers  of  Christ  may  be  more  singly  devoted  to  the 
work  of  saving  souls ;  other  ministers  may  be  a  hundred-fold 
more  profound  theologians,  but  few  preachers  living,  or  who 
have  ever  lived,  have  greater  power  with  the  people  to  do 
them  good,  than  Henry  Ward  Beecher.  While  he  is  pre- 
eminently a  popular  preacher,  he  is  not,  in  the  common  sense 
of  the  term,  a  sensational  preacher,  whose  false  popularity  has 
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been  bo  graphically  described  by  Dr.  Chalmers  in  these 
words :  "  There  is  a  hi^h  and  far-sounding  popularity  which  is 
indeed  a  most  worthless  article ;  felt  by  all  who  have  it  most 
to  be  greatly  more  oppressive  than  gratifying ;  a  popularity  of 
stare,  and  pressure,  and  animal  heat,  and  a  whole  tribe  of  other 
annoyances  which  it  Inings  around  the  person  of  its  unfortu- 
nate victim  ;  a  popularity  which  rifles  home  of  its  society, 
and,  by  elevating  a  man  above  his  fellows,  places  him  in  a  re- 
gion of  desolation,  where  the  intimacies  of  human  fellowship 
are  unfelt,  and  where  he  stands  a  conspicuous  mark  for  the 
shafts  of  malice,  envy,  and  detraction ;  a  popularity,  which, 
with  its  head  among  thorns,  and  its  feet  in  the  treacherous 
quicksands,  has  nothing  to  hold  the  agonies  of  its  tottering 
existence  but  the  hosannas  of  a  drivelling  generation  I "  Not 
such  a  popularity  is  Mr.  Beecher's.  It  rests  on  solider  grounds. 
He  remains  rational,  earnest,  natural,  scriptural,  while  mightily 
attractive  to  the  popular  mind  and  heart. 

Mr.  Beecher  is  a  man  of  genius,  and  cannot  be  imitated. 
The  imitations  are  conclusive  failures,  like  the  fox  that  tries  to 
copy  the  lion  in  his  roar  and  ramp,  or  the  blackbird  that  essays 
to  sing  like  the  thrush.  Some  one  has  said  of  Mr.  Beecher, 
that  he  is  indeed  a  preacher  for  the  common  people,  but  he  is 
not  a  preacher  for  the  educated  and  refined  class.  This  is 
the  highest  praise  to  say  that  a  man  is  a  preacher  to  the  com- 
mon people.  He  has  Christ-like  greatness  who  utters  from  the 
pulpit  such  words  as  these,  and  such  wcrds  are  sown  all  through 
Mr.  Beecher's  sermons :  *'  I  have  seen  the  slave-woman  whose 
fidelity  was  the  means  of  the  conversion  of  William  Wirt — 
that  eminent  Richmond  lawyer.  I  have  known  cases  in  winch 
slaves  carried  salvation  to  whole  plantations.  I  have  known 
domestic  servants  that  lived  such  disinterested  and  beautiful 
lives,  that  members  of  the  household  were  converted  through 
the  influence  of  their  example.  The  blossoms  are  not  always 
on  the  tops  of  the  trees.  They  are  sometimes  on  the  branches 
that  are  down  near  the  ground.  I  have  seen  plain  sewing 
women,  I  have  seen  the  lowest  in  poverty,  who  stood  with 
such  erect,  sweet,  pure,  heavenly-mindedness,  that  it  was  worth 
a  man's  while  to  go  and  look  at  them,  to  renew  his  own  faith.*' 
Brave  words !     But  this  preacher  can  also  preach  to  the  re- 
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fined.  Where  truly  is  to  be  found  a  better  definition  of  refine- 
ment than  this  from  the  sermon  entitled  "  Fragments  of  In- 
struction :" — "  Because  you  are  a  citizen  of  no  mean  republic, 
and  because  you  are  men,  it  is  right  for  every  one  to  aim  at 
refinement.  By  rejmement^  I  understand,  comprehensively, 
the  bringing  to  bear  of  reason  and  the  imagination  upon  quali- 
ties and  things  in  such  a  way  that  you  see  finer  elements  in 
them  than  otherwise  you  would  see ;  finer  than  your  senses 
see ;  finer  than  your  common  reason  sees.  Do  not  suppose 
that  refinement  belongs  to  any  place,  or  to  any  class.  I  admit 
that  a  man  is  better  helped  to  be  refined  if  he  has  the  advanta- 
ges of  refined  society  ;  if  he  belongs  to  certain  professions  in 
which  refinement  is  current ;  or  if  he  has  certain  lines  of  edu- 
cation. In  other  words,  there  is  greater  facility  for  gaining  re- 
finement under  these  circumstances.  But  a  man  is  not  re- 
fined because  he  is  a  minister,  nor  because  he  is  a  lawyer,  nor 
because  he  is  a  legislator,  nor  because  he  is  an  artist.  Be  is 
refined  because  it  is  good  for  manhood  to  be  refined."  There 
is  no  absolute  monopoly,  he  judges,  in  this  much  glorified  refine- 
ment, nor  in  any  possession  or  manifestation  of  the  beautiful. 
This  is  the  birthright  of  every  soul.  No  artist  could  reason 
with  feeling  more  aglow  or  fresher  eloquence  than  does  Mr. 
Beecher  for  the  true  place  that  the  beautiful  holds  in  religion, 
as  the  correlation  of  moral  and  spiritual  forces,  as  investing  the 
Divine  nature  itself  with  its  ineffable  light  as  with  a  garment ; 
but  the  glory 'of  Mr.  Beecher,  is  not  that  he  has  said  deeper  or 
more  beautiful  things  on  this  theme  than  other  men — not  at 
all — but  that  he  claims  these  splendid  gifts  for  all,  for  the 
slave,  for  the  beggar,  as  well  as  for  the  rich  and  the  educated. 

On  the  other  hand,  no  one  who  has  studied  Mr.  Beeoher's 
sermons,  and  more  elaborate  addresses,  can  afGirm  that  he  is 
wanting  also  in  the  logical  faculty.  Whether  it  was  logic,  or 
whatever  it  was,  it  was  something  of  power,  and  tenacious 
grip,  and  weight,  that  wrestled  with,  fought,  and  overthrew 
that  big,  turbulent  English  populace  that  roared  out  in  defi- 
ance against  the  American  orator  in  those  stormy  Liverpool 
meetings  so  memorable  in  the  history  of  the  late  war. 

The  first  half  of  Mr.  Beecher's  sermons  is  commonly  taken 
up  in  a  kind  of  ratiocination,  or  in  a  logical  development  ot 
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the  pure  philosophy  of  the  text — showing  its  harmony  with 
the  constitntion  of  the  mind  and  with  the  facts  of  being. 
He  bnilds  np  this  philosophical  argument  with  considerable 
care.  His  metaphysics,  it  is  true,  belong  neither  to  the  Scotch 
nor  the  German  school,  that  we  can  perceive,  and  it  has  been 
whispered  that  he  has  elaborated  for  himself  a  system  of 
mental  philosophy  founded  mainly  on  the  "  science  "  of  phre- 
nology— but  however  that  may  be,  he  recognizes  the  need  of 
metaphysics,  and  of  philosophical  reasoning  and  analysis  in 
his  instruction  of  the  people  in  divine  truth. 

In  one  department  of  reasoning,  on  the  moral  side  of  man's 
nature,  that  which  has  relation  to  his  conscience,  moral  tem- 
perament, affections,  sensibilities,  will — in  all  that  goes  to 
make  character — ^he  is  powerful  and  penetrating.  His  reason- 
ing to  the  depths  of  human  nature,  sinking  shafts  as  it  were  in 
the  original  soil  of  humanity,  gives  him  a  solid  foundation  to 
bmld  on.  The  practical  issues  of  the  sermon  thus  have  weight 
and  authority,  as  if  vitally  connected  with  and  springing  firom 
fundamental  truth.  After  this  philosophical  or  theoretical 
development  of  the  text,  exhibiting  the  harmony  of  its  main 
idea  with  the  moral  constitution  of  man  and  the  plan  of  his 
life  under  the  government  of  God — striking  the  leading  thought 
of  the  text  and  viewing  it  in  its  ftmdamental  relations  to 
moral  truth — ^then  comes  the  freer  illustration  and  application ; 
and  here  the  sermon  takes  a  broad  range  through  the  wide  re- 
lations of  human  life,  society,  and  business.  The  preacher 
still  carries  his  philosophy  along  with  him  through  these  mani- 
fold applications  of  truth  to  life.  He  is  ever  pleading  for  the 
liberation  of  the  true  nature  of  man,  or,  as  the  old  theologi- 
ans would  call  it,  the  "  supralapsarian  "  nature  of  man,  from 
the  servitude  of  his  lower  or  animal  nature.  His  great  aim  is 
to  bring  out  and  build  up  a  genuine  Christian  manhood^  one 
made  perfect  in  Christ.  He  says  of  man :  "  He  is  bom  further 
from  his  nature  than  any  other  nature  on  earth — that  some 
creatures  are  bom  right  up  to  their  nature.  They  have  their 
whole  nature  at  birth  ;  but  man  is  ever  striving  to  regain  his 
true  nature,  and  sorrow  is  the  trae  conflict  in  men's  way  to 
themselves."  His  conception  of  religion — and  here,  doubt- 
less, is  the  place  where  he  most  lays  himself  open  to  the  chai^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  Henry  Ward  Beech&r.  429 

80  freqnently  made  against  him  of  a  lack  of  the  evangeh'c  ele- 
ment— does  not  fasten  itself  upon  the  doctrinal  idea,  the  dogma 
in  form,  but  upon  its  underlying  truth,  or  substance.  ^'  The 
interior  spiritual  substance  of  religion  is  transcendently  of 
more  importance  than  its  formulas,  than  the  idea-forms,  gov- 
ernment-forms, worship  forms  of  the  church."  He  aims  at 
that  within  the  man  that  moulds  his  life — the  soul's  interior 
and  essential  good.  He  says :  '*  I  am  feo  far  from  the  binding 
sympathy  of  the  schools  that  it  would  cost  me  nothing  in  a 
purely  philosophical  point  of  view,  to  take  one  or  another  side 
of  any  doctrinal  question."  No  man  can  express  himself 
more  strongly  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and 
upon  the  utter  need  of  God  to  cleanse  the  heart  and  convert 
the  soul.  In  the  orthodox  "  plan  of  salvation,"  however,  in 
the  employment  of  the  words  "  atonement^"  the  "  cross,"  the 
"  blood  of  Christ,"  he  does  not  come  up  to  the  requireitients 
of  the  accepted  theology  of  the  church,  and  he  would  be  in- 
discriminating,  we  judge,  when  pressed  to  close  distinctions, 
and  even  to  clear  practical  counsel  to  some  minds  seeking  the 
way  of  forgiveness  and  eternal  life,  but  he  preaches  what  he 
claims  to  be  the  essence  of  the  gospel, — GK)d  saving  men  in 
Christ.  His  theology  may  be  summed  up  in  the  word — Clirist. 
Christ  is  verily  God,  made  personal  to  you  and  me — Christ 
dwelling  in  your  hearts  by  faith — this  is  the  sum  and  substance 
of  his  belief.  He  says  to  men — *'  You  all  have  sinned,  and 
are  sinning.  You  don't  know  the  way  to  get  back  to  God. 
Christ  presents  himself  to  you  in  the  gospel  and  declares,  I, 
your  loving  Lord,  I,  your  Saviour,  I,  your  Teacher  and  Friend, 
am  the  way.  Love  me,  and  let  me  walk  with  you  all  the 
time,  and  I  will  see  that  you  have  a  perpetual  consciousness  of 
such  a  divine  power  as  will  give  victory  to  the  spiritual  side  of 
your  nature  over  the  sensual  and  lower  side.  Trust  not  your 
own  strength.  Love  me,  and  let  me  love  you,  and  I  will  save 
you."  And  he  says  with  feeling,  "  Tell  me,  have  I  failed  to 
preach  a  living  Christ  ?  Tell  me,  have  I  failed  to  preach  a 
Christ  burning  with  sympathy  for  sinful  men  ?  Tell  me,  have 
I  failed  to  show  men,  dying  in  their  sins,  that  there  was  a  love 
ot  God  that  could  put  its  arms  about  them,  and  cleanse  them, 
and  lift  them  up  into  its  own  felicity,  if  they  were  willing  ? 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


480  Henry  Ward  Beechet.  [July, 

Have  I  been  faithless  in  this?  Then  God  forgive  me !  for  all 
in  J  ministry  has  been  empty.  But  to  me  the  heaven  has  been 
one  magnificent  procession  of  divinities.  To  me  Christ  has 
l>een  all  in  all,  Alpha  and  Omega,  beginning  and  end,  ever- 
pr^ent,  and  ever-living.  I  have,  to  be  sore,  not  preadied  a 
system  of  revelations.  I  have  not  used  the  abstract  term  plan 
of  salvation,  I  have  not  talked  about  the  atonement  I  have 
not  undertaken  to  sound  abstract  doctrines  in  your  ears.  I 
have  done  better  than  that ;  and  I  call  God  to  witness  that  it 
is  better.  I  have  preached  a  living  Jesus,  as  a  Brother,  a 
Friend,  a  Saviour,  an  everlasting  God." 

The  sermon  entitled  "  Sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,"  is  one 
of  the  most  powerful  and  instructive  doctrinal  discourses  upon 
that  solemn  and  mysterious  theme  that  we  have  read ;  and  few 
sermons  that  have  ever  been  written  have  less  of  the  husk  of 
dogma  and  more  of  the  sweet  fruit  of  spiritual  doctrine  in 
them,  than  his  discourse  on  "  The  Comforting  God." 

But  it  is  not  as  a  doctrinal,  it  is  as  a  moral  preacher,  that  he 
excels.  As  a  moral  pathologist  he  is  wonderfdlly  subtle  in  his 
perception  of  purpose  and  motive,  understanding  the  bad 
tendencies  as  well  as  the  nobler  instincts  of  the  human  heart, 
following  out  a  moral  truth  that  another  preacher  would  give 
in  some  dry  formalistic  husk  of  statement  into  its  living  issues 
in  character,  enlarging,  developing,  showing  how  it  works  in 
real  life,  in  the  family,  the  street,  the  church,  tracking  mean- 
ness to  its  hiding  places,  unearthing  concealed  selfishness, 
rousing  the  indolent  and  sensual,  encouraging  the  meek  heart, 
helping  the  doubting,  seeing  good  where  others  would  see 
only  evil,  and  striving  to  build  up  a  true  manhood  in  the 
ernng,  imperfect,  and  lost.  He  thinks  that  Christianity  has 
established  a  new  social  standard,  and  that  men  are  not  to  be 
judged  by  their  rank,  wealth,  or  accidental  circumstances,  but 
by  their  moral  worth.  He  has  practical  faith  in  human  broth- 
erhood ;  and,  in  this  connection  we  would  say,  that  his  ideas  re- 
specting the  unity  of  the  Christian  church  are  nowhere  more 
vigorously  set  forth  than  in  the  sermon  on  "  The  Apostolic  Theo- 
ry of  Preaching."  We  should  like  to  quote  the  whole  of  that 
broad  and  magnificent  statement  of  Christian  toleration  ending 
with  the  apostrophe :  "  O  sun !  come  from  the  winter  to  the 
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spring  and  let  there  be  universal  buds  and  flowers."  We  would 
only  express  a  livelier  hope  than  the  preacher  does,  that  even 
outward  differences  and  sectarian  distinctions  that  really  exert 
vast  evil  influence  on  the  inward  life  of  Christian  unity,  as  the 
spirit  of  peace  and  light  makes  progress  in  the  church,  will 
become  less  and  less,  and  that  there  shall  be,  not  indeed  the 
the  rigid  unifonnity  of  death,  but  the  living  unity  of  one 
body,  moving  in  unconscious  harmony  of  parts,  and  joined  in 
all  its  parts  by  one  in  working  spirit 

It  is  time  that  we  should  say  a  word  upon  the  rhetorical 
characteristics  of  Mr.  Beecher's  discourses.  While  Mr.  Beech- 
er's  thoughts  are  not  always  marked  by  originality,  and  there 
are  evident  signs  that  he  seizes  upon  the  living  thoughts  of 
the  age,  the  best  ideas  in  current  literature,  the  fresh  fruits  of 
the  advanced  science  and  thinking  of  the  best  minds — that  he 
is  the  expression  rather  than  the  original  source  of  thought — 
yet  his  forms  of  thought  and  expression  are  only  and  inimita- 
bly his  own.  We  do  not  recall  at  this  moment  but  a  single 
quotation  from  a  foreign  source,  and  that  from  Lord  Bacon,  in 
any  of  his  discourses.  With  such  an  exhaustless  fecundity  of 
invention  he  has  in  truth  no  need  to  quote  from  others. 

Especially  in  his  illustrations,  in  which  lies  one  great  ele- 
ment of  his  popularity,  he  employs  everything  that  his  hand 
can  lay  itself  upon,  from  the  last  truth  of  science  to  the  most 
insignificant  fact  or  object  in  nature.  One  can  almost  seem  to 
trace  the  natural  genesis  of  his  illustrations  in  any  given  ser- 
mon. Let  us  take  for  example  the  discourse  entitled  ^^  Soul- 
drifting."  Our  notion  is,  though  we  know  nothing  about  it, 
that  Mr.  Beecher,  when  he  composed  that  sermon,  was  living 
in  the  summer  time  at  a  farm  or  country  house  by  the  sea- 
shore. He  might  indeed  have  been  living  in  mid-winter  in 
Brooklyn,  writing  in  his  study  by  the  light  of  a  sea  coal  fire  ; 
but  we  only  speak  from  the  internal  evidence  of  the  produc- 
tion itself.  He  stroUs  in  the  afternoon  sunshine  along  the 
beach  in  thoughtful  mood,  listening  to  the  lapping  sound  of 
the  little  waves  as  they  kiss  the  shore  at  his  feet.  He  lifts  up 
his  eyes  and  catches  sight  of  the  mournful  skeleton  of  a  dis- 
tant wreck  lying  on  the  sands.  It  stirs  his  thought  and  imagi- 
nation.   He  begins  on  the  spot  to  develop  a  sermon  from  the 
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text,  "  Which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  both 
sure  and  steadfast,  and  which  eutereth  into  that  within  the 
vail,"  in  this  striking  and  beautiful  way — *'  When  a  ship  is 
sailing,  the  anchor  is  of  no  use  ;  but  when  the  ship  would  lie 
still,  it  is  the  anchor  that  holds  it.  It  is  not  alone  a  storm  that 
requires  the  good  offices  of  an  anchor.  In  the  calmness  of  a 
harbor,  a  ship  needs  it.  In  the  fairest  weather,  when  winds 
are  as  gentle  as  if  a  dove's  wings  had  produced  them,  a  ship 
will  still  drift.  The  silent  current,  the  soft  palms  of  the  tiniest 
ripples  that  plash  against  the  sides,  gradnally  push  her  along  ; 
and  she  will  groimd  upon  the  flats,  or  strike  upon  the  shore, 
or  grate  upon  the  harsh  ledges.  So  long  as  a  ship  is  under 
headway,  the  rudder  can  hold  her  to  her  course ;  but  as  soon 
as  she  is  sheltered,  and  would  fain  lie  still,  she  must  have  an 
anchor.  The  soul  is  like  a  ship.  So  long  as  it  is  moving  with 
strong  impulsion,  it  holds  its  course  easily.  When  earnest  im- 
pulses cease,  then,  unless  something  holds  the  soul  steadfast,  it 
drifts ;  and  drifting  is  far  more  dangerous  to  a  soul  than  to  a 
ship.  It  drifts  into  doubt ;  and  out  of  doubts  come  morbid 
impulses,  come  reactions  of  the  most  dangerous  kind.  *  * 
The  soul,  thus  bestead,  suffers,  and  despairs,  and  sometimes 
is  driven  up  by  the  tides  and  winds,  in  some  vernal  or  autum- 
nal night,  so  far  on  the  sand  that  the  waters,  once  gone,  never 
come  up  so  high  again.  It  lies  wrecked.  What  a  ship  is  on 
the  sand,  cracking  in  the  sun,  gaping  at  every  seam,  useless, 
pitiable,  unable  to  help  itself  or  be  helped — that  is  the  soul 
drifting,  and  gone  up  on  the  arid  sands  of  unbelief." 

But  the  evening  shadows  coming  on,  the  sultry  summer  air 
upon  the  sandy  ocean-shore  is  tilled  with  stinging  insects  as 
well  as  beautiful  moths  and  night-millers,  and  the  preacher  in- 
troduces the  fanciful  and  striking  image  of  the  strange  flitting 
thoughts  that  haunt  the  night  of  unbelief.  On  the  morning, 
resuming  his  stroll  along  the  sea,  he  sees  some  little  children 
playing  in  a  boat  that  lies  half  in  the  water  and  half  on  the 
sands,  and  who  are  striving  to 'push  the  boat  into  deep  water, 
and  he  draws  from  the  scene  an  illustration  of  the  instinctive  de- 
sire of  the  sceptical  mind  to  unloose  itself  from  the  familiar 
moorings  of  the  fathers'  belief,  and  to  do  something  new  in  the 
untried  realm  of  truth.     He  saunters  back  into  the  garden, 
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where  a  large  vine  lies  prostrate  and  tangled  upon  the  ground — 
its  glories  in  the  dost — having  been  brought  to  that  low  estate 
from  the  rash  idea  of  its  owner  to  improve  its  condition  and  to 
erect  under  it  a  more  seemly  trellis — and  in  this  he  sees  the 
condition  of  those  who  abandon  old  faiths  and  creeds  too  sud- 
denly, before  they  have  obtained  new  props  and  pillars  for 
their  spiritual  affections  and  growth  to  support  themselves 
upon.     A  ladder  leans  carelessly  against  the  house,  where 
these  improvements  are  going  on ;  and  this  meditation  upon 
the  principle  of  faith  still  being  the  theme  on  which  all  these 
diverse  figures  are  strung,  he  seizes  also  upon  this  ladder  as  a 
symbolism  well  fitted  to  its  own  climbing  thought.    Then  the 
sermon  which  began  by  the  sea-shore  ends,  too,  as  it  were  by 
the  sea.     Off  in  the  bay  some  light  craft  swings  indolently 
around,  as  it  is  lifted  by  the  incoming  tide  upon  its  easy  but 
firm  cable,  and  the  writer,  his  glance  resting  upon  it  as  he 
muses,  comes  back  from  a  long  circuit  of  moral  disquisition 
to  the  thoughts  and  course  of  the  ocean  once  more,  and  he  says : 
^'  Here  is  the  anchor.    This  is  what  the  apostle  was  speaking 
of.     This  is  the  hope  of  immortality  through  Jesus  Christ, 
which  is  ^  an  anchor  to  the  soul,  sure  and  steadfast,  and  which 
enters  into  that  within  the  vail ' — into  the  very  holy  of  holies. 
With  his  central  and  controlling  power  established,  any  soul 
may  safely  swing  in  any  circuit  it  pleases,  within  due  measure* 
Once  let  a  ship  anchor  out  in  the  bay,  and  though  it  may  let 
out  many  fathoms  of  cable,  and  though  it  may,  in  swinging, 
become  tangled  with    other  craft,  if  the  anchor  has  a  good 
hold,  and  the  cable  is  strong,  the  ship  is  safe.     Once  let  a 
man's  soul  get  anchored  upon  God,  and  he  may  swing  around 
in  wide  circuits  of  speculation  and  doubt,  and  he  will  not  be 
materially  hurt.     He  has  an  anchor  that  brings  him  up  in  due 
time.    But  a  man  that  has  no  faith,  a  man  that  is  without 
God,  a  man  that  is  destitute  of  an  anchor,  and  that  drifts  a 
wanderer  in  God's  universe — ^wo  be  to  him  1    How  helpless  is 
a  man  that  has  no  £uth  in  himself,  and  not  much  trust  in  men, 
and  no  definite  belief,  and  no  God,  and  no  hope  I" 

These  are  nearly  all  the  figures,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
occur  in  the  sermon,  and  they  seem  to  come  along  in  this  nat- 
ural, living,  and  fresh  manner,  starting  up,  like  highlanders. 
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out  of  every  hedge  and  hillock  on  the  way.  His  illustrations  • 
are  undoubtedly  suggested -by  actual  things,  by  those  objects 
that  lie  in  his  path,  whether  he  walks  by  the  sea-shore,  over 
the  fields,  through  the  streets  of  the  crowded  city,  or,  sitting  at 
home  he  makes  mental  excursions,  being  quickened  by  the  sug- 
gestion of  some  picture  on  the  walls,  or  catches  from  the  fresh- 
ly-cut leaves  of  the  book  he  is  reading  a  glimpse  of  other 
scenes  in  the  luxuriant  tropics,  or  in  the  death-bound  ice-fields 
of  the  polar  regions.  Nothing  comes  amiss  to  him.  Every- 
thing is  a  winged  vehicle  of  truth.  We  see  in  him  as  in  the 
old  preachers  and  prophets  the  high  moral  uses  of  the  imagi- 
nation. He  has  the  poet's  quick  eye  to  see  the  spiritual  sense 
in  the  homeliest  things,  in  the  most  common  facts  and  events. 
These  are  not  always,  it  is  true,  of  a  highly  religious  character. 
Every  one  who  has  been  a  boy,  is  delighted  by  the  humorous 
description  of  the  school-boy  on  a  Saturday  afternoon  who 
roams  the  fields  and  woods  with  an  old  rusty  gun  whose  trigger 
is  hopelessly  out  of  order,  and  who  makes  heroic  efforts  at 
achievement  under  immense  difficulties.  Such  an  illustration 
forces  a  smile,  perhaps  broadening  into  a  laugh,  on  the  most 
solemn  face,  but  it  is  by  no  means  sure  that  wholesome  humor 
in  the  pulpit,  when  it  comes  naturally,  when  sudden  and  irre- 
sistible, and  when  it  is  made  subservient  to  more  earnest  ob- 
jects, is  always  out  of  place.  The  mediaeval  preachers,  Lati- 
mer, Luther,  and  most  of  the  old  reformers,  did  not  think  so. 
At  least  this  is  Mr.  Beecher's  effective  way  often  of  getting  a 
hearing,  of  making  his  speech '  vivid,  of  rousing  attention,  of 
giving  truth  an  incisive  force,  darting  it  into  the  open  and  un- 
guarded place.  Like  Shakespeare,  he  first  makes  the  people 
laugh  and  then  weep ;  as  he  says  in  his  characteristic  illustra 
tion  (not  this  we  believe  a  pulpit  one)  of  a  milk-pan  filled 
with  milk,  that  to  tip  it  on  one  side  is  of  a  certainty  to  ensure 
a  corresponding  rise  on  the  other.  This  is  very  hazardous  in 
such  serious  work  as  preaching,  and  few  can  imitate  Mr. 
Beecher  in  this,  and  doubtless  many  people  are  justly  offended 
even  in  him.  But  who  is  there  that  cannot  feel  the  beauty 
and  force  of  such  a  natural  and  simple  illustration  as  the  follow- 
ing from  the  sermon  on  "  The  Problem  of  Joy  and  Suffering 
in  Life  "•— '*  When  the  rude  ox  or  fierce  wind  has  broken  oft 
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the  fihrub,  and  laid  it  down  on  the  ground  lacerated  and  torn, 
it  lies  there  but  a  few  hours  before  the  force  of  nature  in  the 
stem  and  in  the  root  begins  to  work ;  and  some  new  buds 
shoot  out ;  and  before  the  summer  shall  have  gone  round,  the 
restorative  effort  of  nature  will  bring  out  on  that  shrub  other 
branches.  And  shall  the  heart  of  man  be  crushed,  and  God 
send  sweet  influences  of  comfort  from  above  to  inspirit  it,  and 
that  heart  not  be  able  to  rise  above  its  desolateness?"  Mr. 
Beecher  is  a  poet,  and  it  takes  something  of  a  poet  to  preach 
Christ's  gospel.  Who  cannot  underatand  the  rough  vigor  of 
words  like  these — ^^  If  you  choose  to  take  a  pole  and  stir  up  men 
from  the  bottom,  you  will  find  plenty  of  mud  "^r  of  the  graph- 
ic and  shrewd  figure  of  di^^ng  up  a  tree  and  cutting  off  its 
long  anq^oring  and  holding  tap-root,  in  the  sermon  entitled 
^^  The  victorious  power  of  Faith.''  lUastrations  so  fresh,  apt, 
homely,  natural,  forcible  form  an  element  of  style  that  may 
be  called  its  vUal  eoopr^asiony  and  which  is,  after  all,  nothing 
more  than  stating  truth  itself  in  such  living  forms  that  it 
comes  home  to  the  common  mind,  and,  while  it  pleases,  fastens 
as  with  a  nail..  Old  truths  are  brought  out  in  new  and  vivid 
lights.  Abstract  truth  grows  picturesque  and  concrete.  It 
beats  with  the  life-blood  of  the  present.  There  is  found  to  be 
instruction  in  everything,  good  in  everything.  The  elements 
of  common  sense,  of  reasonableness,  of  nature,  of  a  large  hu- 
manity, Are. in  such  preaching.  When  he  says  of  a  child  that 
as  soon  as  he  knows  how  to  love  fether  and  mother,  and  to  say 
**  Dear  fether,"  and  '*  Dear  mother,"  then  he  knows  how  to 
love  and  worship  Qod  " — people  say  ^^  that  is  true,"  and  they 
think  they  have  thought  this  themselves  before  Mr.  Beecher 
thought  it,  notwithstanding  that  they  have  acquired  a  new 
idea.  He  thus  makes  the  people  a  part  with  himself;  he 
takes  them  into  his  confidence ;  he  strikes  into  the  real  cur- 
rent of  their  thinking ;  he  qpeaks  as  if  speaking  out  of  their 
thought.  There  is  a  strong  propulsion  given  to  his  words 
by  the  combined  unconscious  consent  of  many  minds  who, 
as  it  were,  listen  approvingly  as  if  to  their  own  ideas.  He 
has  indeed  found  the  great  secret  of  popular  power  such 
as  John  the  Baptist  had,  such  as  St.  Bernard  had,  such  as 
Luther  had.     He  is  a  ^*  king  of  men  "  in  moral  and  spiritual 
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things.  He  takes  hold  of  all  classes.  Old  men  read  his  ser- 
mons when  thej  can  read  nothing  else  out  of  the  Bible.  In 
the  log-house  of  the  pioneer  the  "  Plymouth  pulpit "  is  preach- 
ing. Tonng  men  in  the  Universities  go  to  his  disoonrses  as  to 
fresh  springs,  and  many  a  yonng  man  who  has  lost  interest  in 
the  old  doctrines  has  been  bronght  back  to  the  life  and  sub- 
stance of  tmth  by  perhaps  reading  in  the  newspaper  the  re- 
ports of  Mr.  Beecher^s  sermons.  He  is  enconraging  to  those 
in  doubt.  He  is  a  hope-bringer  Be  believes  in  man.  He 
helps  men.  He  is  sympathetic*  to  every  kind  of  mind.  He 
does  not  croak  or  scold.  He  is  not  solemn  and  stately,  though 
he  is  earnest,  and  sometimes  terribly  so.  How  impressive  the 
conclusion  of  the  discourse  on  "  Preparation  for  Death  !'* 
Few  preachers  have  pursued  this  awful  theme  with  a  tread 
of  more  prophetic  majesty  and  power,  and  yet  with  more 
of  the  sweetness  and  light  of  Christian  truth.  But  no  one 
can  trifle  with  such  preaching  as  that.  The  most  care- 
less and  profligate  youth  would  be  arrested  by  it  as  by  the 
strong  hand  of  an  elder  brother  who  knows  the  world  and  the 
human  heart,  who  speaks  not  with  a  weak  sentimentality  bnt 
with  the  authority  of  love,  of  righteousness,  and  of  commun- 
ion with  God  The  influence  of  Mr.  Beecher  as  a  preacher  to 
young  men  who  swarm  to  the  metropolis  by  myriads,  and  who 
crowd  the  galleries  of  his  church  Sunday  after  Sunday  with  eager 
and  attentive  throngs,  is  of  incalculable  good.  They  cannot 
hear  his  shrewd  and  plain-spoken  counsel,  sent  home  to  the  heart 
by  all  that  rouses  and  attracts  manhood,  and  go  away  and 
plunge  into  vice.  It  is  impossible.  The  impression  must 
wear  off,  the  moral  sense  must  grow  dull,  the  nerve  of  manly 
self-denial  must  be  relaxed,  before  the  youth  can  turn  again  to 
low  pleasures  with  any  zest.  Mr.  Beecher  doubtless  himself 
might  select  a  fresher  illustration,  but  we  would  liken  him  to  a 
moral  light  house  standing  on  a  dangerous  reef,  dashed  by  the 
waves  that  roar  around  it,  and  sending  its  warning  and  en- 
couraging beams  far  over  the  wild  waters;  and  who  knows 
how  many  a  bark  half- wrecked  and  driving  on  to  destruction 
has  been  saved  by  its  light  ?  Such  preaching  is  better  than  the 
most  dignified  disquisitions  on  scientific  theology,  arranged 
according  to  the  approved  models  and  methods  of  systematic 
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discourse,  cold,  intellectual,  shining  like  stars  in  the  wintry 
night  millions  of  miles  distant  in  the  firmament  of  heaven. 
Not  that  doctrinal  preaching  does  not  have  its  valuable 
office  and  place ;  there  must  be  the  stars  in  heaven  as  well  as 
the  fires  on  earth  for  our  gaidance  and  light.  And  Mr.  Beecher 
does  not,  it  seems  to  us,  sufficiently  prize  the  need  of  a  dearly- 
defined  theological  philosophy — a  consistent  system  of  truth — 
which  prevents  incongruous  and  rash  statement,  and  which 
appeals  to  the  reason.  The  practical  element  which  is  so 
noble  a  one  is  indescribably  aided  by  being  grounded  upon  the 
speculative  element,  and  he  who  preaches  from  a  well-wrought 
philosophy  of  faith  will  bring  to  bear  more  of  solid  weight  upon 
any  one  point  than  the  preacher  can  who  is  no  theologian ; 
and,  above  all,  he  will  not  be  obliged  to  construct  a  new  philos- 
ophy every  time  he  preaches.  Such  preaching  has  in  it  the 
prime  qualities  of  instruction,  authority,  strength,  and  is 
really  conservative  of  the  evangelic  element,  which  must  have 
a  dogmatic  form  as  a  covering  to  preserve  the  tender ,  life-seed 
of  divine  truth.  The  preacher  who  neglects  or  despises  the 
study  of  theology  is  like  the  scientist  at  the  present  day  who 
should  attempt  to  investigate  and  teach  the  phenomena  of  the 
natural  world  by  the  instrumentality  of  his  own  crude,  brief, 
and  incomplete  theory,  knowing  nothing  of  the  theories  upon 
which  science  has  progressively  advanced  step  by  step  toward 
the  breeder  and  clearer,  and,  at  the  same  time,  more  intimate 
knowledge  of  physical  truth.  And  men  should  have  given 
them  by  the  preacher  of  the  New  Testament,  in  clear  state- 
ments, the  vital  truths  of  the  gospel — ^not  tiie  formal  plan  of 
salvation  it  may  be — but,  at  least,  in  what  that  salvation  con 
sists,  and  how  it  is  attained.  They  should  know  Christ's  real 
work,  his  true  efficiency  in  men's  spiritual  redemption.  They 
should  be  made  to  understand  the  way  of  eternal  life  through 
the  mediation  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  this  should  be  definitely 
communicated,  and  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  generalities  however 
noble  and  eloquent. 

Mr.  Beecher  is  an  epoch-making  man.  We  hold  him  to  be 
the  best  exponent  of  that  new  style  of  preaching  providen, 
tially  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  and  the  new  spirit  of  this  age, 
and  to  reach  the  great  masses  of  the  people,  fast  falling  away 
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from  the  oM  formal  and  misjmpathetic  methods  of  teaching. 
He  will  have  exerted  more  of  moulding  influence  upon  the 
style  of  preaching  and  modes  of  popular  religious  thought  in 
his  age,  than  any  other  man.  Far  less  scholarly  and  philo- 
sophically pjofoxmd  than  Robertson,  though  with  much  of  his 
spiritual  earnestness  and  contempt  of  mere  orthodox  cant 
without  the  truth's  reality,  less  solid  in  argument  than  Thomas 
Binney,  less  original  in  thought  than  Bndbnell,  less  learned  as 
a  theologian  and  exegete  than  hundreds  of  preachers  in  Eng- 
land and  America,  less  brilliant  than  the  great  French  preach- 
ers, dead  and  living,  none  of  them  may  compare  with  him  in 
popular  power,  in  his  sway  over  the  minds  and  hearts  of  living 
men.  Hits  is  not  only  because  of  his  powerful  genius  but  be- 
cause of  his  true  comprehension  of  the  age  and  of  the  Ameri- 
can mind,  because  of  his  large-souled  human  sympathy,  be- 
cause he  preaches  out  of  himself  and  his  own  intensely-felt  and 
heart-wrought  doctrine  instead  of  out  of  a  mere  doctrinal  sys- 
tem, and,  above  all,  because  he  is  thoroughly  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  speaks  as  it  were  from  the 
radiant  center  of  its  divine  heart  of  love  and  power.  What 
Unitarian  preacher,  or  what  radical  reformer,  even  the  great, 
est,  can  aspire  to  a  tithe  of  his  popular  power  in  this  country, 
or  ever  will  ? 

The  people  are  with  him.  They  always  hear  him  gladly! 
They  throng  after  him  in  great  muliitudes  that  would  fain  be 
fed, — might  we  dare  to  reverently  hint  the  shadow  of  the 
shade  of  such  a  resemblance, — fed  in  the  wilderness  of  this 
barren  world  of  selfish  living  with  the  bread  of  life !  It  is  be- 
cause they  believe  that  he  dispenses  the  true  word  of  Christ, 
the  nourishing,  multiplying,  divine  word  of  life.  His  preach- 
ing has  in  it  the  vital  element  of  divine  love.  He  has  living 
thoughts  springing  from  fellowship  with  the  spirit  of  the  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Qhrist.  The  prime  source  of  his  thinking 
and  preaching  is  ardent,  personal  love  to  Christ  as  God,  even 
as  in  the  primitive  times  of  the  church,  that  were  the  times  of 
her  greatest  triumphs.  He  has  brought  hope,  and  brightness^ 
and  good  cheer — as  if  we  could  hear  the  angelic  song  again 
more  clearly — into  the  dulled  and  lifeless  Christianity  of  the 
age.    He  makes  people  feel  the  sweet  penetrative  love  of  God 
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in  Christ.  He  makes  them  feel  their  own  meanness,  and  sin, 
and  spiritual  death  withoat  Christ.  His  language  is  often  full 
of  tenderest  pathos  and  yearning  over  the  souls  of  men.  He, 
has  both  a  loving  and  a  bold  speech,  one  that  scorches  with 
unerring  instinct  the  sins  and  follies  of  society,  of  the  house- 
hold, the  pulpit,  the  bar,  the  bench,  the  counting-room,  the 
fashionable  world,  high  life  and  low  life,  and  seeks  to  save  the 
lost.  His  words  have  an  immediate  effect  upon  the  morality 
of  the  nation  and  the  salvation  of  the  world. 

How  can  we  descend  to  notice  the  spots  on  this  magnificent 
and  beneficent  orb, — the  faults  of  style  and  the  violations  of 
taste  ?  We  would  indeed  but  glance  at  them,  and  do  so  be- 
cause young  preachers  sometimes  unconsciously  reproduce 
these  while  endeavoring  to  imitate  his  great  qualities. 

Mr.  Beecher  may  perhaps  afford  to  be  a  little  careless  now 
and  then  of  the  settled  canons  of  good  style,  but  others  can- 
not ;  for,  for  men  to  become  efficient  in  any  art,  they  must 
learn  to  obey  rules,  they  must  patiently  endure  training  in  the 
principles  of  that  art.  This  is  the  inexorable  condition  of  suc- 
cess. No  one  can  be  at  once  free  either  in  reUgion  or  in  art. 
As  in  music,  *^  until  one  has  mastered  every  conceivable  diffi- 
culty he  cannot  dream  of  producing  the  most  distant  musical 
effect,"  so,  in  some  sense  it  is  true,  that  in  writing  and  preach- 
ing one  must  come  under  instruction,  and  must  master  diffi- 
culties by  painfully  working  through  them.  While  Mr. 
Beecher  has  a  wonderfully  facile  and  beautiftil  use  of  language, 
he  has  not  always  a  pure  and  oorrect  use.  His  words  are 
often  obsolete,  provincial,  and  inelegant,  and  his  sentences  are 
loosely  and  sometimes  ungrammatically  constructed,  although 
the  thought  shines  unembarrassed  through  this  medley  by  its 
own  light  and  clearness.  The  tendency  also  to  lack  of  dignity 
of  style  may  belong  to  a  large  nature  that  almost  always  has 
some  streak  of  honest  coarseness  in  its  composition ;  but  the 
thoroughly  secular  tone,  the  careless  and  jocular  vein  of  re- 
mark in  the  pulpit,  does  sensibly  wound  the  devotional  suscepti- 
bility of  some  hearers,  and  rubs  off  harshly  the  delicate  bloom 
of  sacred  awe  in  the  worship  of  God's  house,  though  the  sweet- 
ness and  purity  of  the  preacher's  unpremeditated  prayers. 
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riBing  like  streams  of  richeet  devotional  music,  woald  seem  to 
go  far  to  make  up  for  any  fault  of  this  kind. 

Then  what  earthly  possible  reason  is  there  of  Mr.  Beech- 
er's  raving  and  bellowing,  and  tearing  a  passion  to  tatters,  and 
being  so  unconscionably  loud  and  explosive  where  there  is  no 
need  of  it,  as  if  mere  loudness  were  force  f 

The  greatest  men — for  instance,  Bismarck — are  not  always 
the  best  speakers ;  but  we  have  wondered  in  listening  to  Mr. 
Beecher,  why  a  man  so  constantly  speaking  as  he  is,  and  whose 
life  and  vocation  it  is  to  speak,  does  not  perceive,  that  after  a 
certain  limit  of  stress  and  action  has  been  reached,  nothing  of 
impressiveness  is  added  to  a  thoi^ght  by  an  additional  violence 
of  delivery — that  the  deepest  volume  of  a  torrent  always  goes 
smoothly.     "Wendell  Phillips  understands  this  thing  better. 

But  we  must  close  this  spontaneous  and  quite  unstudied 
strain  of  remark.  The  theme  is  so  rich  that  it  has  been,  we 
feel,  most  inadequately  treated,  but  these  words  have  come 
from  a  true  pride  in  our  great  pulpit  orator,  from  a  sincere  ad- 
miration and  veneration  of  the  man,  and  from  a  desire  to 
point  out,  as  well  as  we  are  able,  to  young  preachers,  some  of 
the  lessons  to  be  drawn  from  such  an  example,  that  they  must 
unbar  their  minds  to  nature  and  to  every  free  spiritual  influ- 
ence, that  they  must  love  more  fervently,  that  they  must  put 
down  the  animal  in  their  natures,  that  they  must  lay  aside 
indolence  and  self-conceit,  that  they  must  not  only  study 
books  but  men,  that  they  must  despise  both  the  praises  and 
the  menaces  of  men,  that  they  must  struggle,  and  fight,  and 
pray,  looking  to  Christ  as  the  sustainer  and  the  crown-giver. 
To  such,  preaching  to  the  people  "  the  glad  tidings ''  is  the 
greatest  and  the  most  beautiful  of  human  occupations. 
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Abtiolb  IV,— the  free  CHURCHES  OF  ENGLAND. 

A  History  of  the  Free  Churches  of  England  from  A.  D. 
1688  to  A.  D.  1851.  By  Heebebt  S.  Skeats.  Second 
edition.  London:  Arthur  Miall.  New  York:  Scribner, 
Welford  &  Co.     8vo.  pp.  638. 

In  a  ponderous  but  very  readable  volume  of  more  than  six 
hundred  pages,  Mr.  Herbert  S.  Skeats  (of  whom  we  know 
nothing^  more)  gives  the  history  of  the  Protestant  Dissenters 
from  the  Established  Church  of  England,  beginning  with  the 
expulsion  of  the  Stuart  dynasty,  and  coming  down  to  the 
census  of  1861.  We  in  this  country  are  fEuniliar  with  the 
story  of  Puritanism  from  the  date  of  the  Reformation — or 
rather  from  Wycliife  and  the  Lollards ;  for  it  is  inseparably 
blended  with  our  own  ecclesiastical  history.  But  this  volume 
tells  a  story  with  which  American  readers  are  naturaUy  less 
familiar. 

Modem  Dissent  in  England  is  doubtless  the  historic  sequel 
of  the  old  Puritanism.  The  names  of  the  great  Puritans, 
Baxter,  Howe,  Calamy,  and  the  rest — ^the  memories  of  the 
Westminster  Assembly  and  the  Long  Parliament — are  a  por- 
tion of  what  the  Free  Churches  of  England  have  inherited 
from  the  past.  Yet  the  men  who  occupy,  to-day,  the  position 
once  held  by  the  Puritans,  properly  so  called,  are  not  the  Dis- 
senters, but  rather  the  thoroughly  Protestant  members  of  the 
Establishment — the  Calvinistic  or  Low  Church  party — those 
who  r^ard  Ritualism  with  a  religious  abhorrence.  They  are 
the  modem  Puritans,  believers  in  a  national  church  estab- 
lished by  the  State,  but  dissatisfied  with  the  discipline  and  ten- 
dencies of  the  national  church  as  it  is.  They  are  unlike  their 
predecessors,  the  Puritans  of  the  heroic  age,  in  that  they 
meekly  submit  to  existing  regulations,  and  do  not  brave  the 
penalties  of  non-conformity.  They  are  neither  imprisoned  nor 
silenced ;  they  are  not  deprived  of  their  livings ;  they  are  not 
driven  into  exile;  they  go  not  forth  to  plant  in  some  wilder- 
ness a  new  church  purified  from  all  medissval  cormption ;  they 
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do  not  even  agitate  their  native  country  for  a  further  reforma- 
tion ;  they  satisfy  their  consciences  with  protesting  against  the 
antique  novelties  brought  in  by  men  who  are  trying  to  get  rid 
ot  even  that  measure  of  reformation  which  was  wrought  by 
Queen  Elizabeth.  The  Dissenters  have  been,  in  reality,  ever 
since  the  date  from  which  Mr.  Skeats  begins  his  story,  Sepa- 
ratists from  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  established,  and 
not  a  Puritan  or  reforming  party  within  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. 

Under  the  Long  Parliament,  the  Church  of  England  was 
essentially  a  Presbyterian  establishment,  though  the  details  of 
a  daasical  and  synodieal  government,  like  that  in  Scotland, 
were  never  perfected.  Under  the  Protectorate,  there  were 
some  clei^yinen  who  preferred  the  Congregational  polity,  and 
were  permitted  to  ^^  gather ''  churches  on  the  platform  uf  that 
polity  in  their  parishes  or  in  the  ecclesiastical  edifices  in  which 
they  ministered.  But  the  restoration  of  the  monarchy  in  the 
person  of  Charles  11.  was  followed  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity 
and  the  memorable  expulsion  of  nearly  two  thousand  non  con- 
forming ministers  from  their  places  in  the  ecclesiastical  estab- 
lishment. Of  those  ejected  ministers,  very  few  were  Sepa- 
ratists or  Independents;  the  great  majority  were  Puritans, 
heartily  aeeepting  the  theory  of  a  national  church  established 
by  law.  They  were  commonly  known  as  Presbyterians ; 
though  many  of  them  repudiated  that  name,  and,  with  Baxter, 
avowed  their  preference  for  a  reduced  or  parochial  episcopacy 
after  the  scheme  proposed  by  Archbishop  Usher. .  For  nearly 
forty  years  they  cherished  a  dying  hope  of  so  much  reforma- 
tion in  the  Church  of  England  as  would  permit  them  to  serve 
in  its  ministry.  What  they  desired  and  waited  for  was  not 
merely  to  be  tolerated  as  seceders  from  the  established  order, 
but  rather  to  be  comprehended  m  the  establishment.  It  was 
not  tiU  the  great  men  of  the  Puritan^  age  had  gone  to  their 
graves,  and  the  liberal  intentions  of  William  III.  had  been 
thwarted  and  finally  baffled  by  the  fanatical  toryism*  of  Par- 
liament, that  the  Non-conformists  generally  accepted  the  situ- 
ation and  gave  up  their  cherished  hope  of  comprehension. 
Despair  and  the  Toleration  Act  converted  the  Puritans  into 
Protestant  Dissenters.     Thenceforward  their  congr^ations, 
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instead  of  being  merely  provisional  arrangementa  to  serve  a 
temporary  purpose^  began  to  be  permanent  inatitntions  inde- 
pendent of  the  state. 

The  revolution,  then,  of  1688,  followed  by  the  Toleration 
Act  in  1689,  marks  the  end  of  Pnritanism  as  a  straggle  for 
reformation  in  the  state  chnrch.  Althongh  the  desire  and 
the  hope  of  "  com  prehension  "  lingered  for  many  years  in  many 
minds  on  each  side  of  the  line  between  Conformists  and  Non- 
eonformists,  the  story,  from  that  date,  exhibits  the  growth  of 
religions  institutions  organized  and  maintained  on  what  is  now 
called  *'  the  voluntary  principle."  The  Puritans,  with  their 
ftiU  belief  that  ecclesiastical  reformation  was  the  duty  of  the 
state,  found  themselves  under  a  necessity  either  of  compro- 
mising their  consciences  or  of  becoming  reformers  on  their  own 
account  by  gathering  voluntary  churches  independent  of  the 
legally  established  Church  of  England.  With  all  IJieir  dislike 
of  Separation,  they  found  themselves  in  the  position  of  Sepa- 
ratists. They  were  "  compelled  to  volunteer ;"  and  the  difler- 
ence  between  a  voluntary  church  established  by  Puritans  or 
Presbyterians  and  a  volontary  church  established  by  Sepa- 
ratists or  Independents  became,  as  the  hope  of  comprehension 
slowly  died  away,  too  little  to  be  easily  measured.  Less  than 
three  years  after  the  Revolution,  less  than  two  years  after  the 
passage  of  the  Toleration  Act,  the  difference  was  felt  to  be  so 
slight,  that  a  scheme  of  union  between  the  ministers  of  the  two 
denominations  was  contrived  at  London,  and  was  joyfully 
accepted  not  only  there  but  in  many  other  parts  of  England. 
The  platform  of  principles  on  which  the  union  was  affected,  is 
said  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  John  Howe,  and  is  singularly 
related  to  the  history  of  American  Cangregationalism.  Ap- 
proved and  commended  by  the  Saybrook  Synod  in  1708,  it 
acquired  a  sort  of  authority  in  the  Connecticut  churches,  and 
became,  in  some  degree,  a  precedent  for  later  *' plans  of 
union  "  with  Presbyterians.  Its  full  title,  as  originally  pub- 
lished, was,  ^  Heads  of  Agreement  assented  to  by  the  United 
Ministers  in  and  about  London,  formeriy  called  Presbyterian 
and  Congregational ;  not  as  a  measure  for  any  national  consti- 
tution, but  for  the  preservation  of  order  in  our  ocmgregations 
that  cannot  come  up  to  the  common  rule  by  law  established.'' 
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The  attempted  fdsion  of  the  two  denominations  into  one  was 
baffled  by  personal  and  theol<^cal  controversies  that  arose 
soon  afterwards,  and  not  by  any  incompatibility  in  respect  to 
church  government.  The  so-called  Presbyterian  churches  in 
England  at  that  time  were  mutually  independent;  and  the 
^' Heads  of  Agreement"  hardly  differ  from  the  Cambridge 
Platform  except  as  it  is  less  argumentative  and  theoretical, 
more  compendious  in  its  statement  of  principles,  and  gen<flr> 
ally  more  felicitous  in  expression.  Ko  good  reason  can  be 
discovered  for  the  failure  of  the  attempt.  Had  the  fusion  of 
the  two  denominations  in  one  confederation  of  churches  be^i 
effected  in  accordance  with  the  Heads  of  Agreement,  the  Free 
Churches  of  England  would  have  been,  from  the  date  of  the 
Toleration  Act,  a  more  powerful  element  in  the  religious  life 
of  the  nation  than  they  have  ever  been  till  within  the  last 
forty  years. 

The  existence  of  Non-conforming  churches  in  England,  since 
the  Toleration  Act,  as  well  as  before,  has  been  a  con tiuued  con- 
flict with  the  spirit  of  oppression.  While  they  have  been  free 
in  the  sense  of  being  constituted  as  voluntary  associations,  their 
freedom  in  relation  to  the  civil  power  has  been  only  a  limited 
"  toleration  " — the  very  word  implying  that  they  existed  not 
because  they  had  a  right  to  exist,  but  only  by  concession 
from  a  power  which  had  a  right  to  prohibit  their  existence. 
In  order  to  understand  the  legal  status  of  dissenters  fi*om  the 
doctrine  or  ritual  of  the  ecclesiastical  establishment  in  Eng- 
land, at  the  date  at  which  the  old  Puritanism  was  compelled  to 
identify  itself  with  Separation,  and  till  the  reign  of  George  IV., 
it  is  necessary  to  recollect  the  gist  and  extent  of  the  memora- 
ble Toleration  Act  which  was  all  that  William  the  Deliverer 
could  obtain  from  his  Parliament,  by  way  of  concession  to  Pro- 
testant Dissenters.  That  act  does  not  acknowledge  at  all  the 
right  of  an  Englishman  to  hold  any  opinion  or  to  worship  in 
any  way  different  from  the  opinions  and  the  worship  estab- 
lished by  Queen  Elizabeth  and  reestablished  under  Charles  II. 
It  grounds  itself  not  on  any  consideration  of  justice,  but  only 
on  the  consideration  of  political  expediency :  '^  Forasmuch  as 
some  ease  to  scrupulous  consciences,  in  the  exercise  of  religion, 
may  be  an  effectual  means  to  unite  their  Ms^esties'  Protestant 
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ftnbjects  in  intereet  and  aflfection.*'  In  view  of  that  considera- 
tion the  legifllative  power  of  England  enacted  that  persons  dis- 
senting from  the  Church  of  England  might  be  exempted  from 
the  operation  of  existing  laws  against  separate  assemblies  for 
worship  and  against  absence  from  the  parish  chnrches,  on  con- 
dition of  their  making  certain  oaths  and  declarations  supposed 
to  be  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  kingdom  and  of  the 
established  religion ;  but  with  a  proviso  that  no  meeting  of 
dissenters  held  "with  the  doors  locked,  barred,  or  bolted,''  and 
no  person  present  in  such  a  meeting  should  have  the  benefit  of 
the  exemption.  Dissenting  ministers  were  required  to  sub- 
scribe the  thirty-nine  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England  except 
three  and  a  part  of  a  fourth — an  additional  exception  being 
made  in  favor  of  Antipedobaptists.  A  special  provision  was 
also  made  for  "  certain  other  persons  ^  (Quakers),  who,  instead 
of  the  oath,  were  to  make  a  solemn  affirmation,  and,  instead 
of  the  Articles,  were  to  subscribe  a  profession  of  their  belief  in 
the  Divine  Trinity.  But  no  assembly  of  Dissenters  could 
have  the  offered  toleration  unless  it  should  be  held  in  a  place 
previously  certified  and  registered  as  a  place  of  worship.  As- 
semblies of  registered  Dissenters,  with  registered  ministers,  in 
r^stered  houses,  were  to  be  protected  from  disturbance  and 
insult.  Such  was  the  Toleration  Act  under  which  dissent  from 
the  Church  of  England  began  to  be,  under  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, not  quite  a  crime. 

To  trace  the  limits  of  the  religious  liberty  conceded  b^  that 
memorable  Act,  we  must  remember  what  it  did  not  concede. 
First,  the  Act  itself  provided  explicitly  that  no  Dissenter 
should  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  tithes  and  other  dues 
for  the  support  of  the  established  worship.  Secondly,  by  the 
Corporation  Act,  made  in  the  height  of  the  reaction  under 
Charles  II.,  they  were  excluded  from  office  in  every  municipal 
corporation ;  a  participation  in  the  Lord's  Supper,  according 
to  the  established  ritnal,  as  well  as  a  profession  under  oath  that 
it  is  unlawful,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  to  take  arms  against 
the  king,  being  exacted  of  all  persons  elected  to  such  offices. 
Thirdly,  the  Test  Act,  though  it  was  made  chiefly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  Charles  II.  and  his  brother  James  II.,  then 
heir  presumptive  to  the  crown,  fix)m  filling  all  offices  of  trust 
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and  Iionor  with  Boman  Catholics,  was  so  framed  as  to  be 
equally  effective  for  the  exclusion  of  dissenting  Protestants 
from  every  office,  civil  or  military ;  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord^s 
Supper,  received  in  some  parish  church,  on  some  Lord's  day, 
immediately  after  divine  service  and  sermon,  being  made,  as 
in  the  Corporation  Act,  a  test  or  condition.  No  exemption 
from  the  demands  or  the  penalties  of  that  act  was  provided  by 
the  Act  of  Toleration.  In  the  intendment  of  English  law,  a 
dissenter  from  the  established  Church,  be  he  ever  so  able  and 
upright,  was  unworthy  to  serve  bis  country  in  any  public 
employment — unworthy  to  sit  in  Parliament  or  on  the  bench 
of  any  court — unworthy  to  hold  a  commission  in  the  army  or 
navy — unworthy  to  be  a  custom-house  officer  or  an  excise- 
man— unwor  hy  to  hold  the  meanest  office  for  which  the  most 
worthless  man  might  qualify  himself  by  profanely  receiving 
the  sacramental  bread  and  cup  from  the  hands  of  an  Anglican 
priest  Fourthly,  by  similar  tests,  all  dissenters  were  excluded 
from  the  national  universities — not  only  from  fellowships  and 
offices  of  government  or  instruction,  not  only  from  degrees, 
but  even  from  matriculation.  In  all  these  respects,  dissenters, 
of  every  Protestant  name,  were  still  to  be  not  outlaws  indeed, 
but  legally  outcasts  from  English  society.  In  the  view  of 
English  law  and  statemanship  they  were  a  dangerous  class  that 
must  be  tolerated  for  reasons  of  political  expediency,  but  could 
not  be  trusted;  and  that  was  therefore  to  be  kept  under, 
stigmatized,  circumscribed  with  legal  disabilities,  and  shut  out 
from  opportunities  and  means  of  liberal  culture.  So  lately  as 
twenty  years  ago,  when  the  most  offensive  legal  disabilities 
had  been  taken  off,  the  overbearing  appeal  of  English  society 
towards  dissenters  was  such  that  an  American  in  England,  to 
whom  an  English  friend  was  re|>eating  the  complaint,  then  so 
common  there,  of  the  treatment  to  which  free  negroes  were 
subjected  in  our  free  States,  replied,  ''  Yes ;  it  is  a  shame  to 
our  country  that  colored  people  in  the  free  States  are  almost 
as  badly  treated  as  Dissenters  are  in  England.^' 

It  is  now  a  little  more  than  two  hundred  years  since  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  old  Puritanism  from  the  established  Church  of 
England ;  a  little  less  than  two  hundred  years  since  separation 
from  the  national  establishment  to  worship  God  in  free  asso- 
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dationB  of  Christian  believers  ceased  to  be  a  crime  bj  the  laws 
of  England,  and  began  to  be  tolerated  as  an  evil  which  could 
not  be  forcibly  suppressed.     The  volume  which  we  are  com- 
mending exhibits  the  progress  of  religion  and  of  religious  lib- 
erty in   those  two  centuries  of  English  history.     After   an 
introductory  chapter,  reviewing  summarily  the  conflicts  and 
sufferings  of  Non -conformity  from  the  Reformation  to  the  Revo- 
lution, Mr.  Skeats  narrates  the  story  of  the  Free  Churches, 
including  under  that  name  Baptists  and  Quakers  as  well  as 
Presbyterians  and  Independents.     Of  course  the  relation  of 
those  bodies  to  the  civil  government — the  disabilities  which 
were  the  penalty  even  of  tolerated  dissent  from  the  Established 
Church — the  harsher  penalties  which  were  sometimes  ordained 
by  acts  of  legislation — the  methods  of  evasion,  of  protest,  of 
passive  resistance,  oi  of  petition  and  public  agitation,  which 
were  from  time  to  time  employed — the  steady  malignity  of 
Toryism,  never  yielding  but  by  compulsion  to  the  progress  of 
ideas,  and  always  ready  to  persecute  when  it  had  power — ^the 
slow  concessions  made  to  the  discovery  that  Free  Churches 
were  a  fixed  fact,  as  intractable,  at  least,  as  any  other  fact  of 
the  British  constitution,  and  were  not  to  be  got  rid  of  without 
the  total  loss  of  English  liberty — the  growth  of  a  more  tolerant 
spirit,  first  spreading  among  the  people,  and  at  last  registering 
itself  in  acts  of  Parliament — are  a  large  portion  of  the  history. 
But  other  topics  are  by  no  means  neglected.    The  decay  of 
spiritual  religion ;  the  coming  in  of  religious  indifference,  po- 
lite but  undisguised  contempt  for  Christianity ;  the  dead  Ortho- 
doxy and  dead  Unitarianism  of  the  eighteenth  century ;  the 
efforts  of  Dissenters  (shameftilly  excluded  from  the  universi- 
ties) to  provide  for  themselves  (though  under  the  ban  of  the 
law)  such  means  of  learning  and  intellectual  discipline  as  were 
essential  to  their  progress ;  the  contributions  of  Dissenters  to 
the  theological  and  religious  literature  of  the  English  language ; 
their  sympathy  and  activity  in  the  religious  awakening  of  Eng- 
land under  Whitfield  and  the  Wesleys;  and  their  participation 
in  the  nineteenth  century  work  of  Christian  propagandism,  and 
of  unirersal  philanthropy  prompted  by  Christian  thought,  are 
duly  recorded. 
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Articlb  v.— YALE  COLLEGE— SOME  THOUGHTS 
RESPECTING  ITS  FUTURE. 

Thebe  is  a  somewhat  general  feeling,  we  believe,  among 
those  who  are  most  deeply  interested  in  Yale  College,  that  the 
institution  is  about  entering  on  a  new  era  of  its  existence. 
The  work  of  the  last  seventy  years,  it  is  felt,  has  been  a  good 
and  a  great  one,  but  it  is  mainly  accomplished.  Like  that  of 
the  first  century  of  the  College  history,  and  like  that  of  every 
epoch  in  the  progress  of  every  growing  institution,  it  has  laid 
the  foundation  for  what  is  larger  and  higher  than  itself — not 
higher,  indeed,  in  the  nobleness  of  the  working,  but  in  that  the 
working  is  nearer  to  the  final  and  full  completion  of  the  plan. 
The  past  now  is  to  open  itself  toward  and  into  the  future,  and 
a  great  step  forward  is  to  be  or  ought  to  be  taken.  Indica- 
tions of  this  are  seen  on  every  side.  The  suggestions  which 
are  presented  by  those  who  think  earnestly  upon  the  subject 
of  education  ;  the  cnticisms  of  the  College  which,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  have  been  so  frequent  of  late  and  which,  we 
regret  to  say,  have  not  been  always  made  either  in  a  wise  or  a 
generous  spirit ;  the  proposition  to  change  the  governing  board 
of  the  institution  by  the  introduction  of  new  members  from 
the  alumni;  and  the  sentiments  and  aspirations  of  the  instruc- 
tors within  the  College  walls,  all  alike  bear  witness  that  the 
coming  years  are  looked  upon  as  containing  within  themselves 
possibilities  and  hopes,  which  as  yet  have  been  unrealized. 
What  are  to  be  the  characteristic  features  of  the  new  era,  and 
what  its  peculiar  and  distinctive  work,  are,  therefore,  questions 
of  much  importance,  at  the  present  time,  and  worthy  of  serious 
consideration.  Our  object  in  this  Article  is  to  present  some 
thoughts  as  a  partial  answer  to  these  questions. 

The  first  and  most  important  work  to  be  done  in  the  years 
immediately  before  us  is,  as  we  believe,  a  work  o{  unification. 
Yale  College,  like  most  of  the  older  American  Colleges,  began 
as  a  sort  of  high  school.  It  carried  forward  the  education  of 
the  young  men  who  came  to  it  beyond  the  point  which  they 
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had  reached  in  the  lower  schools  of  the  time,  and  opened  the 
way  for  them  to  enter  npon  their  active  life.  But  it  was  lim- 
ited in  its  aims,  and  in  the  results  which  it  accomplished,  by 
the  limitations  of  the  age.  Men  had  not  come,  as  jet,  to  take 
the  widest  views  of  edncation.  The  various  sciences  and 
branches  of  learning  had  scarcely  began  to  develop  them- 
selves— some  of  them  had  not  begun  to  exist.  Even  in  the  de- 
partment of  theological  science,  which  was  nearest  to  the 
minds  of  the  fathers,  the  demands  and  possibilities  were  com- 
paratively small.  L  general  course,  moving  on  but  a  little 
way,  was  all  which,  as  it  would  seem,  could  be  devised.  The 
wisdom  of  the  early  founders  was  displayed,  not  in  their  ac- 
complishtnent  of  the  entire  work,  but  in  the  fact  that  the  plan 
which  they  formed  was  one  which  would,  readily  and  natu- 
rally, enlarge  itself  to  meet  every  requirement  or  change  of 
the  future,  so  soon  as  the  demand  should  arise.  The  school, 
which  they  established,  would  become  a  university  in  the 
course  of  generations.  The  College,  which,  in  their  day,  was 
a  whole  in  itself,  would  gradually  become  but  one  among  sev- 
eral portions  of  a  greater  institution.  It  would  lose  something 
of  its  own  prominence  as  it  associated  with  itself  other  depart- 
ments for  more  special  training,  but  it  would  gain  a  new 
honor  in  their  company,  which  it  could  never  know  without 
them.  It  was  after  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  that 
the  change  came.  The  new  features  of  the  times,  and  the 
growth  to  which  we  have  alluded  in  all  branches  of  knowl- 
edge, gave  the  opportunity,  and,  in  giving  the  opportunity, 
they  presented  the  call  for  a  new  work.  The  sagacious  and 
far-seeing  mind  of  the  remarkable  man  who,  at  that  period, 
had  the  interests  of  the  Oollege  in  his  special  keeping,  under- 
stood the  call.  He  saw  that,  if  the  institution  lingered  in  the 
old  work,  it  might  increase,  indeed,  in  numbers  and  in  influ- 
ence, but  it  could  never  take  the  high  place  which  i^as  offered 
to  it  among  the  educational  institutions  of  the  country.  Pro- 
fessional schools  must  be  established,  which  should  take  the 
students  at  their  graduation  from  the  collegiate  or  academic 
department  and  fit  them,  by  a  special  course  of  study,  for  their 
own  peculiar  sphere  in  the  world.  The  beginning,  at  least, 
must  be  made,  which  should  prepare  the  way  for  future  growth 
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and  render  poesible  the  completion  of  the  work.  Accordingly, 
bt  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  he  established  one  of  theee 
schools,  and  devised  the  plan  for  another,  which  was  founded 
a  few  years  later.  His  iirinediate  successors,  who  Iiad  been 
largely  under  his  influence,  carried  forward  the  same  plans. 
All  the  professional  departments  of  the  College  were  estab- 
lished, or  strengthened  until  some  of  them  attained  a  consid- 
erable eminence.  Finally,  within  the  past  twenty*five  years, 
the  Scientific  School  and  the  department  of  Philosophy  and 
Philology  have  made  the  institution  complete  in  its  parts. 
The  work  of  which  we  have  thus  briefly  spoken,  together  with 
the  adTancement  of  scholarship  in  every  branch  of  learning 
within  the  College,  has  been  the  work  of  the  past  half-century. 
We  have  alluded  to  it,  however,  not  for  its  own  sake,  but  be- 
cause we  would  call  attention  to  a  point  which  is  of  especial 
importance.  The  history  of  these  two  great  periods  of  the  past 
shows  that  the  development  in  this,  as  in  other  similar  institu- 
tions in  our  country,  has  not  been  a  devdopment  of  all  the 
parts  together.  It  has  been,  on  the  contrary,  a  growth  for  a 
hundred  years  of  oae  department  alone  by  itself^  and  then  an 
addition  to  this  one  department  of  others,  which,  from  their 
later  origin,  have  seemed  to  be  gathered  around  it  as  their 
center.  The  life  and  vigor  of  our  American  Collegee— evea 
where  they  have  widened  into  Universities,  as  at  Yale  and 
Harvard — have  oooitinued  largely  at  this  center ;  and  the  gov- 
erning powers  have  regarded  the  academical  department  aa 
the  object  of  their  peculiar  and  almost  their  sole  care.  The 
institutions  have  thus,  with  all  their  enlargement  and  success, 
been,  after  all,  rather  colleges  with  certain  outside  sectiona 
than  universities  made  up  of  coordinate  and  coequal  brauches. 
They  have  not  had  a  well-rounded  and  perfect  development, 
but  one  which  has  been  partial  and  one-sided  in  its  character. 
This  result  has  been  a  natural,  perhaps  in  some  measure  a  ne- 
cessary, result  of  the  origin  and  history  of  the  institutions. 
But  of  the  reality  of  the  fact  we  think  no  intelligent  observer 
can  doubt. 

Kow  the  point,  which  we  have  to  urge,  is,  that  the  future 
years  must  unite  these  departments  into  a  common  whole, 
giving  the  same  care  to  the  growth  oi  alL    The  age  of  mere 
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Qolleges  in  this  coantry,  in  a  certain  sense,  is  past.  Not  that 
colleges  will  not  continue  to  exist,  and  t6  be  needed,  and  to  do 
a  good  work.  Bat  thej  are  not  to  be  the  highest  institntions  to 
which  we  look  and  which  we  ask  for  hereafter.  The  great 
centers  of  education,  like  Yale  and  Harvard,  must  be  centers 
of  universal  education  ;  and,  if  they  cease  to  be  so,  they  will 
sink  to  the  level  of  a  lower  class  of  seminaries,  which  make  no 
such  claims  as  they  are  making.  It  needs  na  argument  to 
prove  this.  The  very  peculiarity,  which  distinguishes  these 
higher  institutions  as  a  class  by  themselves,  is  not  the  su- 
periority of  their  instruction  for  undergraduate  academical 
students  or  their  superiority  in  respect  to  the  number  of  their 
undergraduates.  If  these  things  be  all  which  they  have  to 
elevate  them,  they  will  only  reach  the  higher  places  among  the 
institutions  which  have  merely  an  academical  course.  They 
will  be  far  in  advance,  indeed,  of  the  collies  just  established 
in  the  western  states,  but  they  will  still  belong  in  their  com- 
pany. If  they  are  to  leave  their  company  altogether,  they 
need  something  more  than  this.  To  the  university — in  tlie 
sense  in  which  the  word  is  most  appropriately  used,  that  is, 
as  distinguished  from  the  college — what  have  sometimes  been 
called  the  ^'  outside"  schools  are  essential.  They  are,  even,  ths 
ea$ent%al  thing.  It  will  scarcely  require  any  more  argument 
to  show,  that,  if  these  *'  outside "  schools  are  to  hold  their 
proper  place  and  to  maintain  a  steady  and  permanent  growth, 
this  name,  which  has  been  assigned  to  ^em  because  their 
origin  was  later  than  that  of  the  collegiate  branch  and  they 
were  thus  added  to  it,  must  be  laid  aside  as  no  longer  suited  to 
mark  their  real  position.  They  must,  in  a  word,  become  ^'  in- 
side ''  schools,  having  each  and  all  of  them  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  and  care  with  the  original  academic  section  of  the 
university.  If  they  do  not  have  this,  they  cannot  prosper  in 
the  long  run.  If  they  are  left  to  provide  i(\T  themselves  al- 
together—in the  expressive  phrase  of  recent  years,  '*  hanging 
on  the  verge  of  the  govemm^it  "-—they  may  succeed,  for  a 
while,  through  the  power  and  self-devotion  of  the  members  of 
their  faculties,  but,  when  these  men  are  called  away  or  die,  the 
institutions  will  prove  to  have  little  or  no  independent  life  of 
their  own.    They  will  show  that  they  rested  on  the  reputation 
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of  individuals^  and  that  the  want  of  onstant  and  watchful  care 
from  the  central  power  has  been  fatal  to  thenu  We  hold  it  to 
be  even  self-evident,  that,  if  the  governing  body  of  any  insti- 
tution or  of  any  coon  try  give  their  thoughts  to  one  part  of  it 
alone,  or  if  they  manifestly  place  it  in  their  thonghts  above 
the  others,  these  other  parts  will,  sooner  or  later,  suffer  in  their 
life  in  consequence.  Neglect,  if  it  be  only  partial,  always 
checks  and  dwarfs  the  thing  neglected.  If  it  be  total,  it  des- 
troys it — uot,  perhaps,  as  speedily,  but  almost  as  snrely  as  doea 
a  violent  putting  it  out  of  existence.  If  the  medical  school,  of 
a  university,  for  example,  is  looked  open  as  of  little  conse- 
quence, because  its  number  of  students  is  smaller  than  that  of 
the  undergraduate  or  some  other  department,  or  because  it  ia 
very  limited  in  its  fnnds  and  it  seams  a  difficult  matter  to  in- 
crease them,  or  because  medical  science,  for  the  time,  is  re- 
garded with  less  favor  than  physical  or  theological  science,  or 
for  any  other  reason,  it  will,  after  a  few  years  at  the  latest,  lose 
something  of  its  vital  energy.  It  will  gradually  move  toward 
the  level  at  which  others  would  p^ace  it,  and^  if  it  finally  falls 
even  below  that  level,  surely  it  need  be  uo  matter  of  surprise. 
The  feeling  must  be — if  success  is  to  be  attained — a  widely 
different  one  from  this.  The  spirit  of  the  University  must  be 
the  spirit  of  unity  and  fraternity.  If  one  member  sufftrs,  the 
sentiment  must  be  that  all  the  members,  of  necessity,  suffer 
with  it,  and  if  fme  member  rejoices,  that  all  the  members  re- 
joice with  it.  So  far  from  leaving  those  that  are  weaker  or 
jounger  to  move  on  as  best  they  can,  these  more  needy  por- 
tions must  have  so  much  the  greater  encouragement  and  aid. 
This  is  the  rule  in  every  other  institution  or  body  in  the  world, 
and  the  necessity  of  its  observance  in  these  great  educational 
institutions  requires  only  to  be  stated,  in  order  to  be  admitted 
by  every  candid  mind.  It  is  a  rule  which,  if  it  be  not  ob- 
served, will  show,  by  the  results  of  its  violation,  how  essential 
and  fmtdamental  it  is.  The  whole  body  will,  in  time,  suffer  if 
any  part  of  it  is  disregarded.  It  will  inevitably  lose  the  full- 
ness of  its  glory.  It  will  meet  the  penalty  of  \X%  own  neglect* 
The  history  of  our  larger  institutiona,  in  the  past  even,  has 
proved  the  trutU  of  what  we  say,  in  greater  or  less  degree.  If 
the  future  should  be  like  the  past,  the  coming  history  will 
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prove  it  far  more  clearly.  It  will  do  so,  because  tlie  past  has 
been  only  the  time  of  the  beginning — of  the  arrangement  and 
formation  of  the  plan,  so  far  as  the  more  recent  departments 
are  concerned ;  but  the  future  is  to  be  the  time  of  their  pro- 
gress and  development — the  time  when  the  question  of  their 
permanent  success,  and,  in  connection  with  their  success,  of  the 
success  of  the  Unwersity  is  to  be  determined. 

But  how,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  unifying  work,  of  which 
we  have  spoken,  to  be  accomplished  ?  If  the  result  is  de- 
manded, what  are  the  steps  which  must  be  taken  in  order  to 
reach  it?  We  answer,  in  the Jlrat place,  that  the  general  senti- 
ment and  feeling  in  the  University  most  be  in  this  direction,  as 
we  have  already  intimated.  The  old  ideas,  which  have  been  the 
natural  growth  of  the  way  and  order  in  which  the  departments 
iiave  come  into  existence,  must  pass  away  altogether,  and  in 
their  p^ace  must  arise  the  better  and  more  correct  views,  which 
look  upoti  the  institadon  as  made  up  of  equal  and  equally  im- 
portant parts.  Age  or  numbers,  in  this  matter,  must  not  be 
regarded  as,  necessarily,  having  any  weight  whatever.  The 
branch  of  the  university  which  was  founded  twenty-live  years 
ago  must  be  held  as  important  to  the  completeness  of  the  whole 
body  as  that  whose  origin  was  more  than  a  century  earlier. 
And  while  the  success  of  any  school  is  to  be  determined,  in  a 
measure,  by  the  number  of  its  students,  it  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten, that  a  law  school  d  sixty  or  a  hundred,  or  a  department 
of  philosophy  or  philology  containing  even  twelve  or  twenty, 
may  be  as  successful  aa  an  academical  department  of  five  hun- 
dred or  a  thousand.  We  say  as  successful,  because  it  as  nearly 
reaches  the  present  possibilities  of  its  growth.  But  supposing 
any  section  of  the  university  not  to  be  successful,  as  measured 
by  this  standard,  or  to  be  beginning  to  lose  ground,  it  must 
gather  to  itseli  so  much  more  of  the  energy  of  the  governing 
power  and  of  the  sympathy  of  the  whole  body,  and  thus  it 
must  be  borne  up  and  carried  forward  to  a  new  life.  We  be- 
lieve that  every  officer  of  a  great  institution,  like  Yale,  should 
be  as  ready  to  give  or  to  labor  for  the  prosperity  of  every  other 
department  of  it — so  far  as  the  calls  of  his  special  work  will 
allow — as  for  the  one  with  which  he  is  more  particularly  con« 
nected ;  and  that  every  trustee  or  overseer  should  be  equally 
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and  large-Iieartedlj  devoted  to  them  all.  There  may  be  acme 
apology  if  this  has  not  always  been  ttie  case  in  earlier  times, 
bnt  there  will  be  none  in  the  new  era.  It  will  be  an  abandon- 
ing of  the  work  of  the  new  era,  at  its  very  beginning,  if  these 
sentiments  and  feelings  are  wanting.  Bat  we  rejoice  to  be> 
lieve  that  they  will  not  be  wanting.  There  are  unmistakable 
signs  that  these  ideas  are  gaining  gronnd  in  Yale  College — 
whatever  may  be  tme  of  other  colleges — and  that  the  futore  is 
to  see  the  completion  of  the  plan  here,  which  the  past  has 
only  formed  in  its  parts — the  rounding  ont  and  perfecting  of 
the  University  as  a  whole. 

To  the  end  of  strengthening  the  sentiment  to  which  allnsion 
has  been  made,  and  as  a  farther  means  of  accomplishing  the 
object  in  view,  we  think,  aeoondl/y^  that  there  should  be  not 
infrequent  meetings  of  the  several  faculties  of  the  univenity 
as  one  body,  for  consultation  respecting  the  common  interests. 
There  are,  in  every  such  large  educational  institution,  many 
questions  continually  arising,  which  ha^e  exclusive  re£Brence 
to  particular  departments.  These  should  be  reserved  for  the 
consideration  and  decision  of  the  particular  faculty  of  the  de- 
partment to  which  they  belong.  But  there  are,  on  the  other 
hand,  subjects  of  great  importance,  which  pertain  alike  to  the 
welfiare  of  all,  and  to  the  advancement  of  the  entire  institu- 
tion. Subjects  of  this  nature,  certainly,  should  not  be  limited 
to  the  deliberations  of  one  or  two  of  the  separate  faculties,  but 
should  be  discussed  in  a  general  meeting.  The  interests  of  all 
should  be  fairly  and  fully  represented,  and  the  needs  and 
claims  of  each  should  be  urged,  as  they  only  can  be,  properly, 
by  those  who  have  the  most  intimate  knowledge  of  them. 
T^e  reasonableness  and  wisdom  of  such  a  course  would  seem 
to  be  evident  at  its  very  first  sn^^tion.  And  yet,  so  strong 
has  been  the  influence  of  the  past  history  of  our  colleges  and 
of  the  order  of  their  development — that,  as  far  as  we  are 
aware,  such  common  meetings  have  never,  as  yet,  been  known 
anywhere.  In  the  future,  we  anticipate  that  they  will  be 
known,  and,  so  soon  as  they  are,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  wonder 
that  they  had  not  been  held  long  before.  Of  the  effect  of  such 
meetings  on  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  of  the  fieu^ulties 
towards  each  other,  there  can  be  no  doubt    The  opposite 
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course,  by  idiioh  decisions  aflfidctlng  the  general  well-beiDg  are 
made  by  a  part  only  of  those  interested,  seems  really  a  sort  of 
interference  with  pririleges,  much  as  if  one  of  the  faculties 
should  attempt  to  control  the  affairs  which  are  properly  under 
the  supervision  of  another.  Whenerer  there  is  such  interfer- 
ence or  want  of  kindly  consideration,  there  can  scarcely  fail, 
at  times,  to  be  a  greater  or  less  sense  of  a  sort  of  injustice  and 
a  weakening,  in  some  degree,  of  the  ties  that  bind  all  together. 
But  when  every  one  has  free  opportunity  to  say  and  to  do  all 
that  he  can  for  the  common  b^iefit — to  make  suggestions,  and 
urge  needed  improvements,  and  meet  all  others  in  friendly 
discussion,  and  influence  them,  or  be  influenced  by  them — he 
will  be,  almost  of  necessity,  a  hearty  well-wisher  and  helper 
to  his  associates.  When  he  is  in  the  minority,  or  when  he  is  in 
the  majority,  he  will  be  equally  ready  to  aid  in  carrying  out 
the  decision,  or,  at  least,  will  feel  that  his  views  have  received 
respectful  attention  and  will,  thus,  be  so  far  satisfied.  The  uni- 
versity and  the  collegiate  department  of  it — it  cannot  be  too 
often  repeated — are  not  the  same  thing.  And,  in  the  matters 
which  have  reference  to  the  university,  the  members  of  the 
several  faculties  of  the  university  should  be  congplted,  just  as 
truly  as,  in  those  which  bear  upon  the  collegiate  department 
only,  the  discussion  should  be  open  to  all  the  members  of  its 
particular  faculty  and  not  be  limited  to  a  selected  portion  of 
them.  It  must  be  so,  as  we  believe,  if  the  harmony  of  the 
faculties  is  to  be  always  unbroken.  It  must  be  so,  also,  if  the 
highest  good  of  the  institution  is  to  be  attained.  The  members 
of  one  faculty  are,  almost  necessarily,  limited  in  their  views 
and  sympathies  to  some  extent.  Men  look  npon  subjects  from 
their  own  standpoint,  and  they  need  to  be  Influenced  and  mod- 
ified in  their  opinions  by  the  sentiments  of  those  who  have  a 
different  position,-^-or  the  common  welfare  will  often  be  lost 
sight  of.  The  officers  whose  daily  work  and  thoughts  are  with- 
in the  sphere  of  a  theological  department  may  feel  as  kindly 
as  possible  toward  those  belonging  to  the  associated  scientific 
school,  but  they  cannot  determine  aions  what  is  best  for  the 
two  schools  together.  The  two  bodies  need  to  confer  freely 
widi  each  other — the  two  sides  need  to  be  fully  represented — 
in  order  to  reach  the  most  enlightened  and  liberal  decision 
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The  same  thing  i%  true  of  any  other  two  departments,  and  even 
more  true,  if  possible,  of  any  one  as  related  ro  all  the  rest. 

And  here,  lest  we  may  be  misunderstood  as  giving  to  the 
faculties  the  power  which  belongs  to  the  trustees  or  corpora- 
tion, let  us  say  that  we  have  no  such  intention.  The  spheres 
of  the  two  bodies  are  distinct,  and  the  final  controlling  power 
is  with  th  »  trustees.  But  we  believe  that  all  persons  who  have 
been  familiar  with  our  colleges  or  universities  will  a^*ee  with 
us  in  holding,  that  a  verj  large  proportion  of  the  measures 
which  are  adopted  by  the  trustees  must  originate  with  the  fac- 
ulties. Tlie  members  of  the  corporation  are  generally  non- 
resident. In  many  matters,  they  cannot  watch  the  progress 
and  wants  of  the  institution  from  day  to  day.  They  must  look 
to  the  members  of  the  board  of  instructors,  oftentimes,  for  in- 
formation and  advice.  If  they  attempt  to  go  fcwward  alone, 
mistakes  of  a  very  serious  nature  will,  inevitably,  be  made. 
Hie  faculties  and  the  trustees  should  be  in  reality,  if  not  in 
name,  two  houses  in  the  government,  and  many  measures 
should  have  their  beginning  only  in  the  lower  house.  A  college 
can  be  governed  to  death,  as  well  as  any  other  organization, 
and  one  of  the  dangers,  to  say  the  least,  which  is  incidental  to 
that  change  in  the  corporation,  which  meets  so  much  favor  at 
present,  is  that  it  will  bring  more  interference  from  the  higher 
powers  with  the  freedom  of  the  working  of  the  University. 
This  freedom  has  been  the  glory  of  Yale  College  in  the  past 
— even  beyond  all  other  colleges.  We  have  heard  the  present 
President  of  Harvard  University  speak  of  it  as  one  of  the 
inestimable  privileges  of  this  institution,  as  compared  with  his 
own.  The  traditions  and  influences  here  are  all  in  favor  of  it. 
The  success  and  harmony  of  the  college  have  depended  more 
upon  this,  perhaps,  than  upon  any  other  single  cause.  We  hope 
the  day  may  be  far  distant  when  it  shall  be  lost  in  any  meas- 
ure. The  ideal  way,  beyond  all  doubt,  is  that  of  a  wise  and 
hearty  cooporation  between  the  two  bodies;  and,  wherever 
there  is  such  wise  and  hearty  cooperation,  the  faculty  will  have 
very  large  influence  in  the  counsels  and  acts  of  the  govern- 
ment. This  influence,  however,  ought,  in  those  cases  where 
the  University  at  large  is  concerned,  to  be  the  combined  influ- 
ence of  all  the  faculties.    But  in  order  to  this  end,  there  must 
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be  not  infrequent  meetings  of  the  several  factiltie»  as  one  bodj. 
The  recommendations  made  must  come  from  the  whole  body. 
The  University  must  be  carried  forward  by  a  common  impulse. 
As  a  Hkird  means  of  aocomplishing  the  unifying  work,  of 
which  we  have  spoken,  we  mention  the  raising  of  a  large  fund 
for  ths  Vnwersity.  Efforts  made  heretofore  for  the  collection 
of  money  have  always  been  put  forth  fbr  some  specific  object 
or  for  some  special  department.  Such  efforts  have  been  re- 
peated, from  time  to  time,  and  have  met  with  gratifying  suc- 
cess. They  have  proved  beneficial  to  the  whole  institution, 
in  so  far  as  they  have  strengthened  one  or  another  of  its  larger 
or  smaller  parts.  Bat  no  general  and  wide-extended  plan  has 
been  entered  upon,  which  should  embrace  all  the  departments 
and  should  continue  until  its  complete  accomplishment,  no 
matter  how  long  a  period  might  be  required  for  that  end.  The 
need  of  such  a  plan,  and  of  an  energetic  prosecution  oi  it,  we 
believe,  is  apparent.  Every  other  plan,  involving  efforts  onl}' 
in  a  single  line,  must  be  partial  in  its  chaiacter.  Two  or  three 
such  partial  plans,  if  entered  upon  at  the  same  time,  will, 
almost  necessarily,  interfere  with  one  another's  success  in  con- 
siderable degree.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  in  order  to  avoid 
such  collision,  they  are  entered  upon  successively,  a  large 
amount  of  valuable  time  is  lost  for  one  portion  of  the  Univer- 
sity in  waiting  for  another.  Yale  College,  too,  can  speak  to  its 
alumni  and  its  friends  with  more  emphasis  and  impressiveness 
than  can  any  of  its  separate  departments  by  itself.  Moreover, 
the  other  methods  have  been  tried  long  enough,  and  every- 
thing is  now  propitious  for  a  general  movement  for  the  gen- 
eral interests.  What  has  been  already  done  ha?  shown  that 
there  is  a  vast  amount  of  money  in  the  country,  held  by  per- 
sons who  are  desirous  of  using  it  for  the  highest  benevolent 
ends.  It  has,  also,  become  equally  clear,  that  energy  in  the 
work  of  making  known  the  wants  of  the  college  and  the  good 
it  is  accomplishing  will  bo  rewarded.  The  story  of  the  neces- 
sities and  the  work  of  this  institution  has  never  fbiled  to  meet 
a  favorable  response  from  the  generosity  of  many  benefactors. 
And,  from  the  experience  of  years  past,  we  are  constrained  to 
bear  testimony,  that  the  want  of  a  more  perfect  supply  of  the 
needs  of  the  College  is  owing  as  largely  to  the  want  of  con. 
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tUnt  and  nntlriag  energy  in  the  work  <tf  solicitation,  as  to  that 
of  willingness  on  the  part  of  men,  who  fallj  nnderstand  the 
case,  to  give  with  liberalitj.  Giving,  we  are  well  aware,  is  a 
a  slow  work  for  most  men.  Asking  men  to  give  is  a  still  harder 
work.  Bat  the  man  whose  cause  is  a  good  one,  and  who  does 
not  grow  faint-hearted  in  his  labors,  will,  finally,  receive  tbll 
measnre  for  the  asking.  We  know  this,  becanee  we  have  been 
associated  intimately  with  a  small  circle  of  men  who  have 
been  asking  for  one  of  the  good  canaes  of  this  institntion. 
They  have  been  earnest  in  their  labors,  bat  they  might  have 
been  more  so,  and  we  have  no  more  donbt  of  their  having  at- 
tained a  far  greater  success,  if  they  had  been,  than  we  have  of 
the  success  already  gained.  Tale  College  is  the  largest  and 
highest  edncational  institution,  under  real  and  pronounced 
Christian  influences,  in  the  conntry.  It  has  a  past  history  of 
nearly  two  hundred  years.  Its  graduates,  in  the  past,  have  bem 
among  the  noblest  men  in  the  former  generations.  Its  living 
alumni  are  scattered  everywhere  through  the  land.  They 
are  men  of  eminence,  of  large  means,  of  Christian  usefalnesa, 
of  wide-spread  influence.  Its  friends  are  more  numerous  than 
either  they  or  itself  know.  What  cause  is  better  than  its 
cause  t  What  asking  will  meet  a  readier  and  heartier  answer 
than  its  asking?  Why  should  it  not  ask  for  all  that  it  needs 
now? 

There  have  been,  as  we  conceive,  two  unfortunate  things, 
in  respect  to  this  matter,  in  the  history  of  this  institution. 
The  first  is  a  despondent  feeling  as  to  the  likelihood  of  success, 
if  solicitations  should  be  made,  and  the  second,  which  is  closely 
allied  to  the  other,  is  a  shrinking  from  a  constant  and  eameat 
pressing  of  the  wants  of  the  College  on  the  attention  of  those 
interested  in  it  We  hope  that  the  many  gifts,  which  have 
been  received  in  recent  years,  may,  gradually  at  least,  remove 
these  thingji  in  the  fnture.  Certainly  the  work  of  the  future 
cannot  be  accomplished  unless  they  are  removed.  A  grand, 
combined  movement,  which  shall  appeal  to  and  interest  every 
friend  of  the  College  and  every  graduate  of  any  of  its  depart- 
ments, is  the  thing  which  is  needed.  The  widely  extended  im- 
pression, that  the  College  is  wealthy — even  with  a  superabund- 
ance of  riches, — must  be  carefully  counteracted  by  repeated 
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presentations  of  the  &et8  of  the  case.  The  epeciflo  wants  must 
be  made  known  with  all  clearness  and  fnllness.  Men  mast  be 
ni^ed  to  give  to  anything  which  awakens  their  special  interest ; 
and  all,  who  will  do  so,  must  be  nrged  to  give  to  the  general 
fand  of  the  whole  CTniversity.  When  this  g^)«^  fhnd  is 
gathered  in,  it  most,  if  the  end  of  which  we  speak  is  to  he 
attained,  be  divided  among  the  several  departments  according 
to  their  need  Everything  must  be  done  with  a  view  to  the 
common  good  of  all.  This  work,  also,  must  be  entered  npon 
not  for  a  few  months,  but  for  years.  The  enlistment  mnst  be 
for  a  long  period;  and,  nnder  the  gnidance  of  the  central 
power,  every  man,  who  can  be  called  on  to  aid,  most  be  sum- 
moned to  do  good  service  in  the  cause.  The  sum  aimed  at 
must  be  a  large  one— sufficient  to  cover  all  necessities.  The 
age  is  ready  for  large  things,  and  more  likely  to  do  them  than 
it  is  to  do  small  ones.  And  there  must  be  no  faltering  or  faint- 
heartedness to  the  yery  end.  There  is  no  real  occasion  for  any 
such  feeling,  for  the  dangers  of  failure  in  this  matter  are  such 
as  always  pass  away  before  a  determined  energy.  Hiere  is  not 
8  department  of  the  University,  we  verily  believe,  which, — 
starting,  by  itself  alone,  with  a  heroic  energy  worthy  of  its 
cause, — ^would  not  obtain,  within  a  single  year,  an  amount  of 
aid  surprising,  in  its  largeness,  both  to  itself  and  to  all  its  friends. 
Fear  and  the  weakness  of  eSofrt  which  follow  upon  it  are  the 
worst  of  enemies  in  such  a  cause.  They  bring  their  own  de- 
feat-^a  defeat  just  {m>portion6d  to  their  magnitude. 

If  such  a  fund  should  be  raised  for  the  University — and  that 
it  can  be,  in  case  the  woii:  be  undertaken  in  the  spirit  and 
with  the  energy  indicated  above,  all  the  lessons  of  our  past 
experience,  so  far  as  they  teach  anything,  clearly  show^-and 
i^  as  and  after  it  is  raised,  it  is  divided  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  those  feelings  which,  as  we  have  said,  ought  to  char- 
acterize the  new  era,  it  would  greatly  help  the  University 
to  grow  in  all  its  parts,  and  to  become  what  it  ought  to  be. 
There  9tre  departments  here,  which  are  suffering,  to  day,  beyond 
measure  because  they  are  almost  entirely  without  fiinds.  They 
ought  to  be  provided  for,  first  and  most  carefully,  in  such  a  dis- 
tribution. The  attention  of  the  governing  powers  ought  to  be 
at  once  and  earnestly  giren  to  them,  that   they  may  be 
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Btrengthened  accorditig  to  tbeir  n«eeMiti«s.  When  tiiis  is 
done,  every  other  section  of  the  Univereity — every  minor 
branch  of  every  department  of  it— *honld  have  its  wants 
thoroughly  investigated  and  proportionately  provided  for.  We 
believe  that  a  million  of  dollars  can  be  collected  from  the  friends 
and  graduates  of  Tale  for  the  promotion  of  its  means  of  in- 
struction within  the  next  ten  years.  We  believe  that  measures 
should  be  at  once  introduced,  looking  toward  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  result,  and  that  those  whose  proper  office  it  is  to 
institute  and  carry  out  these  meaeures  should  say  to  them- 
selves continually,  '^  There  is  for  us  no  such  word  in  the  Eng- 
lish language  VAfaHure?^  We  believe  that  every  year's  delay 
in  this  matter  is  a  loss  of  opportunity,  and  an  endangering  of 
the  final  issue.  The  present  is  a  golden  period.  It  is  being 
taken  advantage  of  on  every  hand.  K  men  here  defer  their 
working,  or  go  forward  with  little  efficiency,  other  men,  else- 
where, will  bear  away  the  rewards,  because  of  their  greater 
promptness  and  vigor.  We  hope  the  new  era  will  be  one  of 
as  much  energy  in  respect  to  the  gathering  in  of  funds  to  the 
treasury  of  Yale,  as  the  past  has  been  of  skill  in  the  manage- 
ment of  funds  already  ii:athered  in — that  the  new  era  will  be 
one  of  forth-putting  pow^,  and  will  not  exhaust  itself  on  what 
it  already  has.  But,  however  great  may  bo  the  results,  if  they 
are  not  used  with  a  true  impartiality  toward  all  the  depart- 
ments— if  they  are  devoted  to  the  collegiate  school  alone-*- 
the  University-life  will  die  away  or  be  destroyed,  and  its  de- 
Btruotion  will  be  owing  to  the  want  of  any  troe  idea  of  what 
the  University  is,  or  any  true  desire  to  have  it  grow  in  power. 
We  can  hardly  persuade  ourselves  that  the  friends  and  gov- 
ernors of  Yale  College  will,  in  any  such  way,  rogect  the  pos- 
sibilities, which  are  offered  them,  of  making  this  institution  one 
of  the  great  Universities  of  the  country.  If  they  do,  they  will 
prove  themselves  unworthy  sons  of  those  noble  men,  who,  in 
the  day  of  small  things  at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  had 
a  vision  of  the  possible  future,  and,  with  their  scanty  means, 
provided  for  the  realization,  at  a  later  period,  of  what  they  saw 
only  in  the  distant  prospect. 

We  add,  as  9k  fourth  means  of  bringing  the  whole  institution 
into  unity,  and  thus  of  accomplishing  the  work  ctf  the  new 
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era,  a  Bogfi^tion  as  to  the  chief  office  of  the  University.  The 
President  of  Yale  Colle^  is  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  and  is  the  head  of  the  faculty  of  each  and  every 
department.  He  is,  thus,  the  one  person  who,  according  to  the 
theory  of  the  institution,  meets  with  and  forms  the  center  of  all 
the  official  bodies  witliin  it.  In  the  practical  working  of  ihe 
institution,  however,  the  theory  is  not  fully  carried  out.  The 
institution,  in  this  point  as  in  all  others,  feels  the  influence  of 
its  origin.  It  began  as  a  collegiate  school,  with  its  presiding 
officer  as  one  of  its  teachers.  When,  in  subsequent  times,  other 
schools  ware  added  to  the  original  one,  new  bodies  of  instruct- 
ors were  appointed  for  their  peculiar  work,  but  the  President 
did  not  extend  his  teachings  into  these  new  departments.  In 
this  respect  he  has  always  been  limited,  (except,  indeed,  in  die 
giving  of  a  few  lectures,  in  special  cases,  of  late  years,)  to  the 
college  or  academical  branch  of  the  institution.  He  has  met 
with  the  faculty  of  that  branch  only,  in  their  regular  meetings, 
and  his  work  has  been  mainly  in  association  with  them.  Hav- 
ing BO  many  duties  in  that  department — more,  even,  at  times, 
than  ought  to  be  imposed  upon  any  single  man — he  has 
scarcely  been  able  to  take  upon  himself  similar  duties  in  other 
departments.  The  necessities  of  the  case  have  made  him,  in 
reality,  the  president  of  one  faculty  only,  while,  in  name,  he 
has  been  the  head  of  all.  If  we  look  back  thirty  or  forty  years, 
we  doubt  whether  the  College  President  ever,  (except  in  the 
most  extraordinary  emergencies,)  sat  in  session  with  the 
officers  of  the  professional  schools.  In  late  years,  such  meetings 
have  been  more  frequent,  but,  even  now,  they  take  place  only  at 
intervals,  while  \\  ith  the  academical  faculty  he  has  one  session 
in  every  week.  The  difference  is  owing  to  the  impossibility 
that  one  man  should  do  everything.  Human  powers  cannot 
go  beyond  certain  bounds ;  and,  so  long  as  the  President  has, 
In  the  college  department,  daily  recitations  to  hear  and  daily 
lectures  to  give,  and  all  the  work  upon  his  hands  of  what  is 
known  to  college  men  as  a  "  division"  officer  (involving  the 
hearing  of  excuses  and  other  such  petty  duty,)  and  is,  it  would 
seem,  almost  an  office-clerk  for  everybody  to  write  to  or  to  call 
upon,  it  can  scarcely  be  demanded  of  him  that  he  should  give 
himself  largely  to  the  professional  and  scientific  schools.    But, 
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if  he  does  not  devote  hinwelf  to  all,  and  meet  often  with  all 
faonltiee,  the  inevitable  result  will  be,  that  he  will  not  have 
the  same  minute  knowledge  of  the  life  and  wants  of  all, — and 
the  almost  inevitable  result  will  be,  that  his  personal  interest 
in  all  cannot  be  like  that  whieh  he  has  in  the  one  department, 
into  immediate  connection  with  whose  daily  life  he  is  con- 
stantly brought  He  must  be  a  larger-minded  and  larger- 
hearted  man  than  most  men  are,  if  he  is  able  to  overcome 
these  limitati..ns  which  beset  him,  and  to  feel,  at  all  times,  thatw 
every  department  of  the  University  is  just  as  important  as  his 
own.  But,  if  he  does  not  feel  this, — inasmuch  as  he  is  the 
colter  of  power  and  influence,  and  the  tole  representative  of 
the  feculties  in  the  corporation — the  other  schools  will,  sooner 
or  later,  suffer  in  comparison  with  xhe  one  to  which  he  espe- 
cially belongs ;  and  the  danger  of  this  result  will  be  increased, 
because  the  officers  of  that  school  have  nearer  and  more  con- 
stant access  to  him  than  those  of  any  other. 

Yale  College  has  become  a  wide-extended  institution.  Its 
growth,  within  the  last  twenty-five  years,  has  been  very  great. 
It  seems  to  us  a  question  worthy  of  the  most  serious  considera- 
tion, whether  it  has  not  become  so  large  as  to  require  the  old 
system  of  thin^  to  be  modified.  Is  it  not  time,  or  is  not  the 
time  approaching^-we  do  not  say  it  t^,  but  is  it  not — when  the 
chief  office  in  the  University  shall  be  changed  in  its  character, 
and  shall  no  longer  bear  such  a  special  relation  to  a  single  de- 
partment? Does  not  the  work  of  the  new  era,  which  is  to 
change  the  iu^tntion  from  a  College  with  outside  schools  into 
a  University  composed  of  coordinate  and  coequal  branches, 
require  for  its  accomplishment  that  the  head  of  the  institution 
shall  have  precisely  the  same  relation  to  all  the  branches  t 
We  have,  already,  seen  that  there  is  work  enough,  and  more 
than  enough,  for  such  an  officer  as  the  academical  department 
needs  to  preside  over  its  affairs.  But  to  those  who  thought- 
fully observe  the  common  life  and  interests  of  the  whole  Uni- 
versity we  believe  it  is  equally  clear,  that  there  is  wcurk 
enough  cotineoteU  with  those  common  interests  to  occupy  the 
mind  and  the  time  of  the  ablest  man  who  can  be  found  to  dis^ 
charge  it.  If,  however,  this  be  so,  it  becomes,  to  say  the  least, 
an  important  point  of  inquiry  whether  the  first-mentioned  work 
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should  not  be  done  by  a  dean  of  the  academical  faculty,  (with 
similar  officers  in  the  other  faculties,  so  tar  as  needed,)  while 
the  President  should  be  connected  alike  with  all  faculties  in 
recMty  as  well  as  in  name^  and  should  have  especial  charge  of 
the  great  common  interests  and  life.  Of  the  uniting  power  of 
such  an  office — of  its  immediate  tendency  to  promote  the 
growth  of  the  University  as  distinguished  from  the  College — 
it  would  seem  that  there  could  scarcely  be  any  doubt  Unless, 
therefore,  some  weightier  argument  from  some  oth^  source 
can  be  brought  against  such  a  change  in  the  constitution  of 
affairs,  h  ought  to  be  made.  And  to  the  consideration  of  the 
whole  question  the  minds  of  the  governing  powers,  as  it  seems 
to  us,  may  well  be  given  at  the  proper  moment.  Why  should 
not  the  remaining  period  of  the  present  administration,  whose 
past  years  have  been  so  useful  and  so  honorable,  and  whose 
continuance  for  years  to  come  the  graduates  of  Yale  so  gener- 
ally desire,  be  a  period  in  which  this  change  should  be  inau- 
gurated? Or  if  this  be  for  any  reason  impracticable,  why 
should  not  the  succeeding  administration  begin  with  the  assign* 
ment  of  these  new  duties  to  the  highest  officer  of  the  institu- 
tion t  Certainly,  at  some  time  in  the  new  era,  this  matter  will 
press  itself,  and,  we  can  hardly  doubt,  will  be  decided  in  favor 
of  the  change.  All  that  we  would  hope  is,  that  its  discussion 
may  not  be  deferred  so  long  as  to  lose  any  advantages  to  the 
University  in  consequence. 

The  change  here  referred  to  need  not,  as  it  seems  to  us,  and 
ought  not  to  diminish  the  intellectual  or  religious  influence  of 
the  President  upon  the  students  of  the  University.  It  might 
even  increase  that  which  should  be  exerted  upon  those  belong- 
ing to  the  other  departnients  beyond  the  academical.  The 
President,  in  our  view,  ought  never  to  be  a  mere  business 
i^nt  of  the  University.  He  should  have  some  share  in  the 
instruction  of  the  students,  and  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
coming  in  contact  with  them.  Otherwise  the  offiee  will  have 
less  attraction  for  men  of  eminent  intellectual  ability,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  will  be  a  great  loss  of  possible  good  in- 
fluence. His  very  ofi^  gives  the  President — if  he  meets  them 
and  they  know  him  in  the  class-room — ^two  or  three  times  the 
power  with  the  students,  which  even  the  same  man  would 
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have  as  oue  of  the  professofs.  This  power  onght  to  be  used. 
Bnt  it  18  not  essential  to  his  discharging  the  duties  of  instruc- 
tion, that  he  should  be  confined  to  the  collegiate  department. 
He  can  be  a  Univepsity  lecturer,  lecturing  on  subjects  which 
*  are  of  importance  and  interest  to  tlie  students  of  all  theschoolfi. 
He  can  give  different  courses,  to  a  certain  extent,  adapted 
more  particularly  to  the  wants  of  each  of  the  separate  schools. 
If  he  is  set  apart  by  ordination  to  the  office  of  the  ministry, 
as  always  has  been,  and  we  hope  always  will  be,  the  case  in 
this  institution,  he  can  preach  frequently  in  the  University 
CSiapel,  or  meet  the  students  in  their  special  or  general  meet- 
ings of  a  religious  character.  We  know  of  no  nobler  work — 
more  worthy  of  the  highest  powers,  or  more  truly  honorable 
for  a  man  who  is  fitted  for  it — than  to  stand  thus  at  the  center  of 
a  great  and  growing  University,  with  his  heart  and  mind  open 
to  the  wauts  of  its  every  department — with  his  efforts  ready  to 
bear  it  forward  in  all  parts  alike — with  the  influence  of  his 
character  and  the  impress  ot  his  intellectual  power  coming 
upon  every  student  who  finds  his  way  anywhere  within  its 
walls.  The  constantly  increasing  fame  of  the  institution  would 
be  his  fame.  Tlie  lives  of  thousands  of  students  would  bear 
within  themselves,  and  would  transmit  to  a  tbture  generation 
the  lessons  which  they  learned  from  him.  His  office  would  be 
even  a  higher  and  better  one  than  it  can  be  now,  just  in  pro- 
portion as  it  would  have  a  wider  sphere  of  working,  and  a 
greater  end  to  accomplish.  It  would  be  to  its  tbrmer  self  al- 
most as  the  University  is  to  the  College. 

Before  closing  our  consideration  of  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing the  work  of  unifying  the  institution  more  perfectly, 
we  desire  to  add  one  or  two  suggestions  of  minor  importance. 
One  of  these  is,  that,  in  addition  to  the  present  honors  given  to 
students  of  merit  in  the  different  departments,  there  might  be 
established  prizes  or  rewards  which  nhould  be  open  to  those  of 
all  departments.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  is  now 
offered  to  students  of  the  schools  of  science  and  of  the  higher 
philosophy  and  philology.  Might  not  this  degree,  or  some 
similar  mark  ot  distinction,  be  made  a  University  honor  for 
cM  who  should  prove  themselves  worthy  of  it?  Or  if  not  this, 
might  not  university  prizes  be  proposed  for  ail,  to  be  given  as 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.J  TaU  CMege.  465 

the  result  of  ezamioations  in  the  several  liDes  of  study  pnraned 
by  different  classes  of  etud^its  %  Of  course,  from  the  natare 
of  the  case,  such  rewards  oonld  uot  be  offered  to  nudergradu- 
ates  in  the  department  of  arts  or  in  that  of  science^  because 
they  do  not  stand  npon  a  common  level  with  the  graduated 
students  who  are  found  in  tha  professional  schools  and  the 
higl^er  and  more  professional  branch  of  the  scientific  depart- 
ment. But  this  exclusion  of  such  undergraduates  would  be 
incidental  to  their  poMtion,  and  it  would  be  no  injustice  to  or 
real  exclusion  of  the  departments  to  which  they  belong,  be- 
cause each  of  these  d^artments  extends  itself  into  the  higher 
schools  of  philology  and  science  already  referred  to.  There 
would,  therefore,  be  nothing  in  such  a  plan  to  oppose  the 
University  idea*  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  would  be  every- 
thing to  favor  it,  and  more  perfectly  carry  it  out.  Such  a 
plan  would,  of  course,  require  careful  thought  before  its  adop- 
tion. Difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  successful  accomplishment 
might  present  themselves,  at  first.  But  it  is  deserving  of  con- 
sideration and,  as  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  will  demand  con- 
sideration in  the  coming  years.  If  it  is  wise  to  adopt  the  plan, 
the  influence  of  its  adoption  on  the  end  which  we  now  have  in 
view — namely,  the  establishment  and  growth  of  the  Univer- 
sity as  distinguished  from  the  mere  college,  or  the  making  of 
the  University  to  be  one  body  with  codordina4»  branches — ^is 
almost  beyond  question.  In  this  way,  the  University  will 
appeal  to  all  its  students  alike,  and  they  will  feel  that  tliey  are 
united  in  one  company. 

Another  suggestion  which  may  be  offered  is,  that  the  grad- 
uates of  all  the  departments  should  be  regarded  equally  as  sons 
of  the  University.  This  is  the  case  already,  in  a  certain 
measure.  The  students  who  have  completed  their  course  of 
study  in  the  various  schools  are  recorded  in  the  general  cata- 
logue of  the  college.  But  it  is  evident  to  every  observer,  that 
those  whom  the  collie  regards  as  its  alumni,  in  the  full  sense 
of  the  word,  are  the  graduates  of  the  academical  department 
only.  This  sentim^it  is  a  growth  of  all  the  past  history  of  the 
institution  and  of  the  way,  already  pointed  out,  in  which  it 
has  become  what  it  is.  A  college,  which  has,  so  to  speak, 
taken  on,  in  the  progress  of  years,,  certain  outside  schools^  will 
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naturally  feel  itself  to  be  the  central  and  eflsential  thing.  It 
will  claim  for  its  graduates  the  privileges  of  the  homehold. 
It  will  look  npon  others  as  holding  onlj  an  inferior  place. 
Every  one  of  these  gradnatee  will  look  upon  himself  as  belongs 
ing  to  the  innermost  circle,  and  will  appropriate  to  himself  the 
name  of  the  institution  in  a  sense  in  which  he  conoedes  it  to  no 
other.  Bat,  so  long  as  this  continues  to  be  the  case,  the  Univer- 
sity spirit  will  suffer  in  its  development  The  insensible  but 
inevitable  inflaence  of  such  feelings  in  the  academieal  depart- 
ment and  its  graduates  upon  the  other  departments  will  be  a 
depressing  influence.  Their  graduates  will  see  that  they  ars 
regarded  as  a  less  privileged  order ;  and,  because  they  are  not 
of  the  collegiate  school,  they  will  lose  something  of  the  spirit 
of  the  place.  The  recent  years  have,  already,  witnessed  a  cod- 
siderable  change  in  this  respect.  Hie  growth  in  numbers  or  in 
what  we  may  call  the  ^^  institutionaP'  life  of  some  of  tiie 
other  schools  has,  in  a  measure,  broken  in  upon  the  old  feel- 
ing, and  we  anticipate  in  the  future  a  fkr  mote  complete 
change.  And  why  should  there  not  be  such  a  change  ?  The 
student  in  theology  or  law  is  pursuing  a  no  lees  noble  brandi 
of  learning  than  the  student  of  the  pure  mathematics  or  of  the 
ancient  languages.  The  person  who  enters  upon  thd  genersl 
course  in  the  scientitic  department,  whatever  may  be  thou^tof 
the  comparative  value  of  the  education  he  receives,  is  as  truly  a 
son  of  the  University  as  the  one  who  gives  himself  to  the  regular 
course  of  the  department  of  arts.  The  old  idea  has  bad  a  veiy 
natural  origin  and  growth,  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  fidse  one. 
Every  man  graduating  at  Harvard  or  Yale^— whatever  degree 
he  may  have  taken — ^is  a  son  of  Harvard  or  Tale.  He  oQght 
to  have  all  the  privileges  of  such  sonsbip.  He  ought  to  be 
recognised  everywhere  as  on  an  equality,  as  a  graduate,  widi 
every  other ;  and  we  are  sure  that  he  will  be  hereafter.  Of  the 
uniting  influence  upon  the  life  of  the  University  of  his  hm% 
thus  recognized,  we  say  again,  as  we  have,  already,  repeatedly 
said  in  other  connections,  tiliere  can  be  no  doubt 

We  suggest  ftirther,  as  anoth^  step  in  the  same  direction, 
the  adoption  of  the  name  Unw^ereUy.  There  has  been  a  sort 
of  satisfaction,  vre  confess^  in  the  minds  of  the  friends  of  this 
instittttion,  that  it  has  always  had  the  name  of  OolUgt.    So 
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iong  as  schools  of  scarcely  the  dignity  of  oar  higher  academies, 
and  with  no  pretence  to  any  department  excspt  the  collegiate, 
and  with  not  e^en  stndents  enoogh  for  a  respectable  class,  are 
calling  themselves  univ^ersities,  it  is  pleasant  to  think  that  a 
great  institation  like  Yale  has  always  kept  its  old  anpretend 
ing  name.  Bat  if  we  look  at  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  time 
has  passed  for  the  appropriateness  of  this  title.  It  no  longer 
describes  what  the  institution  really  is.  It  creates  endless  con- 
fusion, because  the  word  ooUege  most  be  used  in  two  senses, — 
at  one  time,  referring  to  the  academical  department  only,  and, 
at  another,  to  all  the  departments  as  united  together.  A  man 
may  thus  be  a  professor  or  a  student  in  the  college  and  not  in 
the  college  at  Uie  same  time,  and  what  the  college  is  becomes 
a  matter  of  uncertainty  to  the  outside  world.  It  tends,  also,  to 
give  the  collegiate  branch  the  preeminence  above  all  others 
and  to  perpetuate  the  waatof  cooordination  among  the  various 
schools.  Names  are  very  important,  oftentimes.  They  repre- 
sent things.  They  are,  as  it  were,  the  things  t'  emselves. 
They  ought,  therefore,  to  be  given  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  things.  Yale  GoUege,  as  a  mere  college,  is  only  a  part — 
it  is  only  one  of  five  branches  of  the  institution  which  is 
known  by  that  name.  There  is  a  university  at  New  Haven, 
which  includes  the  college,  which  has  grown  oot  of,  indeed, 
but  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  college.  Why  shonld  it  not 
designate  itself  by  a  name  which  is  suited  to  distinguish  its 
peculiar  character!  It  is  a  university — why  should  it  not  be 
called  one  %  Hnt,  whatever  may  be  the  desirableness  or  unde- 
sirableness  of  adopting  this  name  on  other  grounds,  it  appears 
to  ns  that  its  adoption  must  tend  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
object  of  uniting  the  departments  by  a  common  bond.  These 
various  departments  would,  at  once,  become,  to  their  own  ap- 
prehension and  the  apprehension  of  the  world,  members  of  the 
one  body — members  with  equal  privileges  and  an  equal  rank. 
The  constant  use  of  the  new  title  would  be  a  continual  re- 
minder to  all  of  their  relations  to  one  another,  and  woald  be  a 
sort  of  outward  manifestation  and  declaration  of  the  true  idea 
of  the  university. 

These  last  mentioned  suggestions,  as  we  have  intimated, 
may  bo  considered  of  minor  importance,  as  compared  with 
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those  which  were  previously  presented.  They  are  not,  how- 
ever, without  weight.  The  institution  is  not  beginning  now, 
without  any  old  traditions.  It  is  bearing  in  its  life  the  influ- 
ences of  a  history  of  nearly  two  hundred  years.  These  influ- 
ences, so  far  as  tlie  point  now  before  us  is  concerned,  have  been 
largely  in  a  direction  opposite  to  the  nniversity  idea.  They 
must,  therefore,  be  counteracted,  if  that  id«a  is  to  gain  its 
proper  place.  Everything  may  well  be  done,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, wiiich,  by  any  means,  can  remove  the  wrong 
notions  and  establish  the  right  one.  Even  names,  and  things 
of  inferior  consequence,  if  they  will  prove  helpful  to  the  end, 
may  wisely  be  cared  for,  and,  as  it  appears  to  us,  those  who 
may  have  in  charge  the  great  and  special  work  of  the  coming 
era  should  thoughtfally  consider  every  measure  which  may 
bear  upon  this  work ;  and  if,  after  such  consideration,  any 
means,  even  the  least,  shall  seem  adapted  to  bring  the  end 
in  view,  they  should  promptly  decide  to  use  them. 

The  American  University — in  the  highest  sense  of  thi^ 
word — ^is  a  thing  of  the  future.  But  it  is  not  to  be  originated 
in  the  future.  It  is  not  to  be  established  by  the  resolutions  of 
a  mass  convention,  or  by  the  efforts  of  a  few  reformers  in  edu- 
cation, whose  only  aim  is  to  overthrow  established  systems, 
and  all  whose  ideas  are  the  outgrowth  of  modem  American 
society.  It  will  have  its  life  rooted  in  the  past  It  will  have 
a  historic  character.  Where  it  will  be  located,  or  whether 
there  will  be  one  institution,  or  more  than  one,  which  will 
deserve  and  bear  the  name,  it  may  be  presumptuous,  at  this 
period  of  the  country's  progress,  to  attempt  to  determine.  But 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  those  great  institutions  which 
have  been  growing  in  strength  and  solidity  and  numbers  for 
two  centuries  have  great  advantages  over  all  others  in  respect 
to  the  coming  time.  They  have  a  past  history,  which  is  secure. 
They  have  the  traditions  of  the  past  to  hold  them  to  a  tree 
conservatism.  As  they  are  not  the  creatures  of  the  present, 
they  need  not  succumb  to  the  passing  notions  of  the  hour. 
They  can  pass,  in  their  life,  from  all  the  sound  thoughts  of 
former  generations  to  the  still  higher  ideals  of  scholarship  of  a 
coming  age — and  can  take  from  the  present,  as  they  pass  on- 
ward, only  that  measure  of  its  influence  which  is  g«>€ki.    Their 
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growth  IS  the  only  healthy  growth — ^that  which  starts  from  the 
begiiXDing  of  the  nation's  life  and  keeps  steadily  on  into  the 
indefinite  future.  So  far  as  the  possibilities  of  human  vision 
go,  therefore,  we  may  predict  for  them — if  their  course  is  di- 
rected by  wisdom — more  safely  than  for  any  others,  the  reali- 
zation of  this  high  idea.  Surely,  every  friend  of  theirs  and 
every  well-wisher  of  his  country  ought  to  desire  for  them  this 
honorable  future,  for  it  will  be  a  glory  to  the  nation  if  its  no- 
blest and  highest  universities  are,  in  all  tii!ie,  those  which  have 
grown  with  its  growth  and  Sirengthened  ^ith  its  strength. 
But,  if  they  are  to  attain  this  end,  they  cannot  linger  in  the 
sphere  of  mere  coUeges.  They  cannot  neglect  the  development 
of  any  of  their  parts,  but  must  see  that  all  the  parts  increase 
together  in  the  unity  and  harmony  of  a  common  life.  A  grave 
responsibility  will  rest  upon  those  who  have  the  positions  of 
authority  in  them  in  the  coming  years.  It  will  be,  however, 
as  in  all  great  works,  a  responsibility  only  commensurate  with 
the  good  to  be  accomplished  and  the  reward  to  be  attained. 
We  believe  that  the  time  is  close  at  hand  when  the  University 
idea  must  be  taken  as  the  true  guiding  thought  of  all  the 
future — when  the  old  notion  of  a  college  with  minor  schools 
attached  to  it  must  be  abandoned  forever,  and  the  several  de- 
partments must  be  regarded  as  altogether  coequal — when  all 
portions  of  the  institution  must  be  pressed  forward  with  the 
same  energy,  and  watched  over  with  the  same  minute  and 
constant  care— or  the  hope  of  the  future  will  be  lost.  Other 
institutions  of  later  origin  and  less  noble  past  history  will  take 
the  honor  which  is  ready  and  waiting  now  for  these. 

We  have  spoken  of  Yale  College  because  we  are  deeply  in- 
terested in  it.  Much  of  what  wo  have  said  would  apply  else- 
where, but  our  thoughts  and  those  of  our  associates  are  natur- 
ally upon  the  future  of  our  own  University.  We  hope  that 
future  may  be  marked  by  wisdom  as  great  as  has  character- 
ized the  past.  Through  the  wisdom  of  the  past,  the  institmion 
has  grown  from  its  small  beginnings,  in  the  times  of  the  early 
fathers,  to  the  greatness  of  its  present  numbers  and  the  wide- 
ness  of  its  present  fame.  It  has  developed  itself  outward  from 
its  original  center  into  new  departments  as  they  were  needed, 
until  now  it  is  a  complete  University  in  its  plan  and  form. 
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It  needs  only  that  continnal  growth,  which  is  the  necessity  of 
all  life,  and  that  more  perfect  anity  of  all  its  parts  which  shall 
impart  to  it  still  greater  strength  and  vigor  for  its  futnre 
course,  in  v^rder  to  make  it  all  that  its  most  ardent  friends 
could  desire  it  to  become — a  complete  University  in  ths  highest 
sense. 

And  now  is  the  time  to  move  forward.  To-day,  in  the,  ad- 
vantages which  it  affords,  Yale  College  is  unsurpassed.  In  the 
plan  by  which  it  has  determined  the  question  between  classi- 
cal and  scientific  education  most  favorably  to  both,  it  has 
been  wiser  than  any  of  its  sister  institutions.  In  the  num- 
ber of  its  students,  it  stands  in  the  front  rank.  The  incen- 
tives which  come  from  past  success,  and  those  which  arise  from 
dangers  in  the  futnre,  all  point  to  earnest  action.  We  have 
attempted  to  show  one  of  the  lines  in  which  such  action  is 
needed  and  the  ways  in  which  its  energy  may  be  directed. 
There  are  other  lines  which  might  be  traced  out — there  are 
other  works  which,  as  We  think,  ought  to  characterize  the  new 
era;  but  we  have  trespassed  upon  the  patience  of  our  readers 
in  this  article  so  long  that  we  pass  them  by  unnoticed. 
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Abticqlb  VL— how  the  REV.  DR.  STONE  BETTERED 
HIS  SITUATION. 

The  Invitation  Heeded:  Reasons  for  a  Return  to  Catholic 
Unity.  By  Jambs  BIknt  Stone,  late  President  of  Kenyon 
College,  Gambier ;  and  of  Hobart  College,  Geneva,  New- 
York  ;  and  S.  T.  D.  Catholic  Publication  Society.  1870. 
12mo.  pp.  341. 

Wb  remit  to  a  fhtnre  opportunity  the  exposure  of  the  latest 
statistical  vagaries  of  the  C(UhoUc  Worlds  b^uiled  from  that 
duty  by  the  attractions  of  the  latest  issue  of  the  Catholic  Pub- 
lication Society.  This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  speci- 
mens of  a  very  intwesting  class  of  books — those  written  by 
converts  to  or  from  Romanism  in  vindication  of  their  change 
of  views;  and  when  that  good  day  comes  when  we  all  have 
time  for  evwy  thing,  we  shall  count  it  well  worth  while  to 
criticize  it  in  detail.  At  present,  we  und^1;ake  no  more  than 
rapidly  to  state  the  upshot  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stone's  religious 
change,  as  it  appears  to  us,  and  to  foot  up  the  balance  of 
spiritual  advantage  which  he  seems  to  have  gained  by  it. 

A  year  ago  last  October,  the  Rev.  James  Kent  Stone,  D.  D., 
a  minister  of  excellent  standing  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  received,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  us,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  pope  of  Rome,  in  which  he  was  affectionately 
invited  to  ^'rescue  himself  from  a  state  in  which  he  could  not 
be  assured  of  his  own  salvation,"  by  becoming  a  member  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church, — which  teaches,  by  the  way,  that 
as  soon  as  a  man  becomes  ^'  assured  of  his  own  salvation  "  it 
is  a  dead  certainty  that  he  will  be  damned.^ 

Accordingly,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stone,  deeply  conscious  how  un- 
certain and  perilous  is  the  position  of  those  who  merely  com- 
mit themselves  in  well  doing,  with  simplicity  and  sincerity,  to 
the  keeping  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  his  promi- 
ses, *^  hastens  to  rescue  himself  from  that  state,  in  which  he 

♦  Act.  Cona  Trid.,  Sese.  VL,  Capp.  IX,  Xn.,  XIIL 
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cannot  be  assured  of  his  own  salvation,"  and  betters  himself 
wonderfiilly,  as  follows : 

I.  His  first  step  is  to  make  sure  of  his  regeneration  and 
entrance  into  the  true  church  by  the  door  of  the  church,  which 
is,  according  to  his  new  teachers,  not  Christ,  but  baptism.* 
To  be  sure  he  has  once  been  baptized,  and  the  Council  of 
Trent  warns  him  not  to  dare  afSnn  that  baptism  administered 
by  a  heretic  (like  his  good  old  father)  is  not  true  baptism. f 
But  as-all  his  everlasting  interests  are  now  pending  on  a  ques- 
tion which  no  mortal  can  answer,  to  wit,  whether  at  the  time  of 
the  baptism  of  little  James,  being  then  of  tender  age,  the  inte- 
rior intention  of  old  Doctor  Stone  corresponded  with  a  certain 
doubtful  and  variously  interpreted  requirement  of  the  Council 
of  Trent — that  he  should  "intend  to  do  what  the  church 
does  ":|: — it  is  well  to  make  his  "  assurance  of  salvation  "  doubly 
sure,  by  a  "  hypothetical  baptism  "  fipom  the  hands  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest,  with  some  accompaniments  which  although 
''  not  of  absolute  necessity  to  his  salvation,  are  of  great  im- 
portance "—such  as  a  little  salt  in  his  mouth  to  excite  "  a 
relish  for  good  works,"  a  little  of  the  priest's  spittle  smeared 
upon  his  ears  and  nostrils  to  "  open  him  into  an  odor  of  sweet- 
ness," a  little  of  the  essential  "  oil  of  catechumens "  on  his 
breast  and  between  his  shoulders,  and  of  the  "  oil  of  chrism  " 
on  the  crown  of  his  head,  with  a  "  white  garment "  on,  out- 
side of  his  coat  and  pantaloons,  and  a  lighted  candle  in  his 
hand  in  the  daylime.§  If  there  is  a  way  of  meriting  heaven  by 
a  process  of  mortification,  we  have  little  doubt  that  it  must  be 
for  a  respectable  middle-aged  gentleman  who  has  learned,  by 
being  president  of  two  colleges,  the  importance  of  preserving 
his  personal  dignity,  to  be  operated  upon  in  just  this  way. 
Nothing,  we  should  imagine,  could  add  to  the  poignancy  of 
his  distress,  and  consequent  merit,  unless  it  should  be  to  have 
the  members  of  the  Sophomore  class  present  while  he  was 
having  his  nose  "  opened  into  the  odor  of  sweetness." 

•  Condi.  Florent,  **  vitae  tpiritualis  Janua.^ 
f  Oonoil.  Trid.,  Cadod  4,  De  Bapt. 
t  Cone.  Trid.,  Sees.  VII.,  Can.  11. 
§  See  the  Roman  Catecbifin. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


1870.]  Eovo  the  Bev.  Dr.  Stone  Bettered  Ms  Situation.      473 

Doubtless  the  object  to  be  gained  is  amply  worth  the  sacri- 
fice, since  it  is  to  "  rescue  oneself  from  the  state  in  which  he 
cannot  be  assured  of  his  own  salvation,"  and  avoid  that ''  eter- 
nal misery  and  everlasting  destruction,"  which,  according  to 
the  authoritative  catechism  of  the  Boman  Catholic  church  is 
the  alternative  of  valid  baptism.  This  second  ceremony,  be  it 
remembered,  is  only  a  hypothetical  one,  calculated  to  hit  him 
if  he  is  unbaptized,  but,  in  case  it  should  appear  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  last  day  that  old  Dr.  Stone  had  intended  to  ^'  do 
what  the  church  does  (it  being,  at  present,  not  infallibly  settled 
what  such  an  intention  is)  then  this  latter  and  merely  hypo- 
thetical ceremonial  to  be  held  to  have  been  no  baptism  at  all, 
but  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 
But  considering  that  the  issues  of  eternity  are^nding  on  the 
insoluble  question  as  to  the  validity  of  the  first  baptism,  con- 
sidering that  a  defect  here  can  never  be  supplied  to  all  eter- 
nity, whether  by  years  of  fidelity  in  other  sacraments,  or  by 
ffions  of  torture  in  purgatorial  fire,  since  it  is  only  by  baptism 
that  ^^  the  right  of  partaking  of  the  other  sacraments  is  ac- 
quired,"* it  is  nothing  more  than  common  prudence  to  adopt 
a  course  that  diminishes  by  at  least  one-half  the  chances  of  a 
fatal  defect  It  must  be  admitted  that  there  still  remains  a 
possibility  of  the  defect  of  intention  in  the  second  act  as  well 
as  in  the  first ;  such  things  having  been  known  in  ecclesias- 
tical history  as  the  purposed  '*  withholding  of  the  intention  " 
in  multitudes  of  sacramental  acts  on  the  part  of  an  unfaithful 
priest.  Still,  it  may  be  held,  perhaps,  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Stone, 
that  the  hypothetical  transaction  makes  the  matter  nearly 
enough  certain  for  all  his  practical  purposes  (as  the  old  arith- 
metics used  to  say)  although  it  falls  a  good  deal  short  of  that 
^^  assurance  of  his  own  salvation  "  to  which  he  was  invited  in 
the  pope's  letter.f 


4"  Dent,  De  Bapt  TracUt. 

f  It  !■  very  pleasant,  firom  time  to  time,  as  oue  travenee  the  dreary  waste  of 
"  coromaodments  contained  in  ordinances  *'  vlucli  malce  up  the  Romish  system,  to 
come  upon  some  admission  or  proviso  which  fiairly  interpreted  nullifies  all  the 
rest.  The  Council  of  Trent,  for  instance,  declares  that  "  without  the  washing 
of  regeneration  (meaning  baptism)  or  the  dmr€  of  it,  there  can  be  no  justifica- 
tion,^ and  teaches  that  an  nnbeliever  brought  to  embrace  Christianity,  not  having 
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But  presQming  that  between  his  two  baptisms  Dr.  Stone  is 
validly  entered  into  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  may  we  not 
now  congratulate  him  on  the  (hypothetical)  assurance  of  his 
own  salvation  ?  Not  quite  yet.  To  be  sure,  he  has  received 
the  remission  of  all  hif^  sins,  up  to  that  time,  bodi  original  and 
actual,  and  the  remission  of  the  punishment  of  them,  both 
temporal  and  eternal,  and  has  been  (as  the  Holy  Father 
promised  in  his  letter  of  a  year  agt)  last  September)  ^^  enriched 
with  unexhausted  treasures"  of  divine  grace.*  But  it  is  dam- 
nable heresy  not  to  acknowledge  that  "he  may  lose  the 
grace,'*  or  to  hold  "  that  it  is  possible  for  him  to  avoid  all  sins 
— unless  by  special  privilege  from  God,  such  as  the  church 
holds  to  have  been  granted  to  the  blessed  Virgin.'^f  Grace 
may  come  and  go,  but  orthodoxy  agrees  with  experience 
in  teaching  that  ^'  concupiscence  which  is  the  fuel  of  sin  re- 
mains, "j;  It  is  damnable,  therefore,  to  affirm  that  the  rest  of 
the  seven  sacraments  are  not  necessary  to  Dr.  Stone's  salva- 
tion ;§  and  especially  to  affirm  that  ^^  it  is  possible  for  him  if  he 
shall  fall  ^  [as  he  inevitably  willj  **  after  baptism,  to  recover  his 
lost  righteousness  without  the  sacrament  of  penance,"]  which 
is  "  rightly  called  a  second  plank  after  shipwreck  f^  and 
e^jually  damnable  to  "deny  that  sacramental  confession  is 
necessary  to  salvation  ;"**  or  to  "affirm  that  in  order  to  re- 


the  opportunity  of  baptism  but  yet  deairing  to  receive  it,  it  "  baptized  in  de- 
sire,**— the  desire  supplying  the  place  of  the  actual  sacrament  [See  Ooneil.  Tri. 
dent.  Sess.  YL,  Can.  4;  S^ss.  YII,  Can.  4.  Also  Bishop's  Hay's  *<Sinoere 
Christian  "  YoL  I.,  Chap.  XX].  It  is  obvious  eoongh  that  the  just  interpretatioB 
and  appUoation  of  these  very  Christian  teachings  would  blow  the  ^*  doctrine  of 
intention  "  and  of  the  "  opu$  operatwn  "  to  pieces.  But  the  thorough-going  Ro- 
manizers  scorn  to  take  advantage  of  such  weak  concessions.  Cardinal  PaUavi* 
cini  eays  decidedly,  *'  there  is  nothing  repugnant  in  the  idea  that  no  person  io 
particular,  after  all  possible  researches,  can  come  to  be  psrfeetly  sure  of  his  bap' 
tism.  Nobody  can  oomplain  that  he  suffers  this  eril  wiUiont  having  deseryed  it. 
Gk>d,  by  a  goodness  purely  arbitrary,  delirers  the  one  without  delivering  the 
other."  [Quoted  in  Bungener's  History  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  p.  159].  This 
line  of  aigument  will  be  of  no  smaU  comfort  to  Dr.  Stone  in  his  disappointment 
about  the  "assuraooe  of  his  own  salyation." 
*  Oateeh,  Roman,,  152-169.  f  Ooneil,  Tridm%t„  Sess.  vi,  Can.  2S- 

t  CaUeh.  Roman,^  ubi  supra.  §  ConcU,  TritUnt.  Sess.  vii.,  Can.  4. 

I  Ibid.,  Sess.  tL,  Can.  29,  De  Justif.        %  Ibid.,  Bess,  xiy.,  Caa  8. 
•♦  Ibid.,  Sess.  xIt.,  Can.  6. 
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minion  of  ams  in  the  sacrament  of  penance  it  is  not  necessary, 
fure  divinOj  for  him  to  confess  all  and  every  mortal  sin  which 
occars  to  his  memory  after  due  and  diligent  premeditation — 
even  his  secret  sins."* 

We  find,  therefore,  that  our  estimable  friend  is  very,  very 
&r  indeed,  up  to  this  point,  from  having  got  what  he  went  for. 
He  thought  he  was  stepping  upon  something  solid,  but  finds 
himself  all  at  once  in  great  waters,  and  making  a  clutch  at  the 
"  second  plank  after  shipwreck." 

A  certain  embarrassment  attends  him  at  his  first  approach 
to  the  sacrament  of  penance.  He  has  a  distinct  understanding 
with  the  church  that  all  sins  incurred  before  baptism,  both 
(Higinal  sin  and  actual  sins,  and  all  the  punishment  of  them, 
both  eternal  punishment  in  hell,  and  temporal  punishments  in 
this  world  or  in  purgatory,  are  absolutely  and  entirely  re- 
mitted in  that  sacrament,  and  that  no  confession  or  penance  is 
due  on  their  account.f  But  now  the  painful  question  arises, 
when  was  he  baptized  ?  He  may  well  hope  that  the  transac- 
tion of  his  good  old  heretic  of  a  father  and  of  his  sponsors  in 
baptism,  when  they  called  him  M.  or  N.,  was  only  an  idle  cere- 
mony ;  for  in  that  case  the  long  score  of  his  acts  and  deeds  of 
heresy  and  schism  all  his  life  through  is  wiped  out  by  the 
hypothetical  baptism,  and  he  may  begin  his  confessions  from  a 
very  recent  date.  But  if  his  father  had  the  right  sort  of  in- 
tention, then  this  hypothetical  baptism  is  no  baptism  at  all, 
and  he  is  to  begin  at  the  beginning  with  his  penances.  Inas- 
much as  neither  man  nor  angel  can  settle  the  question,  he  will 
act  wisely  to  follow  the  safe  example  of  St.  Augustiue,  and 
begin  his  confessions  with  owning  up  frankly  to  the  indiscre- 
tions (to  use  the  mildest  term)  with  which,  in  early  infancy, 
he  aggravated  the  temper  of  his  nurse,  and  peradventure  dis- 
turbed the  serenity  of  his  reverend  parent.  Doubtless  it  will 
make  a  long  story,  but  what  is  that,  when  one  is  seeking  for 
the  **  assurance  of  his  own  salvation !" — and  O  the  joy — the 
calm,  serene  peace  when  he  shall  hear  at  last  from  the  lips 
of  the  duly  accredited  representative  of  the  church  the  ope- 
rative sacramental  words,  £^0  absolvo  te,  and  know^  at  last, 

*  Ibid.,  S«M.  ziy.,  Can.  7.  f  CaiuK  Bcnuin ,  ubi  $upra. 
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after  all  these  forty  or  fifty  years  of  painful  uncertainty,  that, 
at  least  for  this  little  moment,  he  is  in  a  state  of  forgivenees 
and  peace  with  God  ! 

But  softly  !  We  are  on  the  very  verge,  before  we  think  of 
it,  of  repeating  that  wicked  calumny  upon  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic church  against  which  Father  Hecker  so  indignantly  pro- 
tests, saying : 

'*  Is  IT  Honest  to  perxiit  in  Maying  thcU  Catholics  believe  their  eint  are  forgiven, 
merely  by  the  con/eesion  of  them  to  theprieet,  %nthout  a  inte  eorrowfor  them,  or  a 
trve  purpoee  to  quit  them — ^when  erery  child  finds  the  contrary  dUtincUj  and 
clearly  stated  in  the  catechism,  which  he  is  obliged  to  learn  before  he  is  admitted 
to  the  sacraments  f  * 

Of  course  it  is  not  honest !  We  have  not  examined  the 
catechism  in  question,  for  the  reason  that  if  toe  were  to  quote 
it  against  the  churcJi  of  Rome  we  should  be  told  that  it  was 
not  authoritative,  and  be  scornfully  snubbed  for  pretending  to 
refer  to  what  was  not  one  of  their  standards — ^but  of  course  it 
is  conclusive  against  our  honesty  when  they  quote  it.  To  be 
sure,  the  priest  says  in  so  many  words,  "  I  absolve  thee  from 
thy  sins,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost ;"  and  Bishop  Hay,  in  a  volume  commended 
by  the  proper  authorities  to  the  confidence  of  the  faithful,  de- 
clares that  "  Jesus  Christ  has  passed  his  sacred  word  that  when 
they  [the  priests]  forgive  a  penitent's  sins  by  pronouncing  the 
sentence  of  absolution  upon  him,  they  are  actually  forgiven.^f 
But  then  nothing  is  better  established  than  that  these  authori- 
zed books  of  religious  instruction  may  be  repudiated  at  discre- 
tion as  of  no  authority  at  all,  whenever  the  exigency  requires 
it.  Then  the  Catechism  of  the  Council  of  Trent  says  in  terms, 
**  Our  sins  are  forgiven  by  the  absolution  of  the  priest ;":{:  "  the 
absolution  of  the  priest,  which  is  expressed  in  words,  seals  the 
remission  of  sins,  which^  it  accomplishes  in  the  soul  ;"§  ^*  un. 
like  the  authority  given  to  the  priests  of  the  old  law,  to  declare 
the  leper  cleansed  from  his  leprosy,  the  power  witli  which  the 
priests  of  the  new  law  are  invested  is  not  simply  to  declare 
that  sins  are  forgiven,  but  as  the  ministers  of  God,  really  to 

*  Tract  of  the  Catholic  Publication  Society,     f  Sincere  Christian,  Vol  II.,  p.  69 . 
X  Catech.  Roman.,  p.  289.  g  Rid,,  p.  240. 
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absolve  fix)m  sin."*  Thus  the  Catechism  of  the  Council  of 
Trent ;  but  bless  yonr  simple  soul !  it  is  not  the  Catechism  of 
the  Council  that  is  infallible,  but  only  the  decrees  of  the  Coun- 
cil; and  although  these  do,  in  their  obvious  meaning,  seem  to 
say  the  same  thing,  nevertheless  Dr.  Stone  will  find,  when  he 
comes  to  search  among  them  in  hopes  to  '^  read  his  title  clear  " 
to  divine  forgiveness,  on  the  ground  of  having  received  abso- 
lution from  the  priest,  tfiat  what  they  say  is  qualified  by  so 
many  saving  clauses,  and  modified  by  so  many  counter-state- 
ments, that  the  seeker  for  the  assurance  of  his  own  salvation  is 
as  far  as  ever  from  being  able  to 

*•  bid  farewell  to  every  fear, 

And  wipe  bis  weeping  eyea.^ 

Only  one  thing  is  absolutely  certain ;  and  that  is  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  him  to  be  forgiven  without  absolution,!  but  wheth- 
er he  is  forgiven,  or  is  going  to  be,  now  that  he  has  received 
his  absolution,  does  not  by  any  means  so  distinctly  appear. 
For  "  if  he  denies  that  in  order  to  the  entire  and  perfect  for- 
giveness of  sins,  three  acts  are  required  in  the  penitent^  to  wit, 
Contrition,  Confession,  and  Satisfaction,  he  is  to  be  Anathe- 
ma,"$  which,  if  we  understand  it  correctly,  is  quite  another 
thing  from  being  forgiven  and  assured  of  his  salvation.  Now 
Contrition,  according  to  the  same  infallible  authority,  '^  is  the 
distress  and  horror  of  the  mind  on  account  of  sin  committed, 
with  the  purpose  to  sin  no  more."  "  It  includes  not  only  the 
ceasing  from  sin,  but  the  purpose  and  commencement  of  a  new 
life  and  hatred  of  the  old."§  It  is  "  produced  by  the  scruti- 
ny, summing  up,  and  detestation  of  sins,  with  which  one  re- 
counts his  past  years  in  the  bitterness  of  his  soul,  with  pon- 
dering the  weight,  multitude,  and  baseness  of  his  sins,  the 
loss  of  eternal  happiness,  and  the  incurring  of  eternal  damna- 
tion, together  with  the  purpose  of  a  better  life."]  Now  it  is 
important  for  Dr.  Stone  to  understand  (as  doubtless  he  has 
been  told,  by  this  time)  that  although  this  will  be  of  no  avail 

*  TWd.  p.  242. 

f '  See  the  various  Canons  of  Seeeions  vl  and  xiv.,  of  the  GounoU  of  Trent, 
above-qnoted. 
X  Cone.  Trid.,  Seas,  xiv.,  Can.  4.  §  Ibid.,  Sees,  xiv..  Cap.  4. 

I  iUd,  Sesa.  xiv.,  Can.  5. 
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to  him  withoat  the  absolatiou,  or  at  least  the  desire  for  the 
absolution,*  nevertheless  the  absolution  will  be  of  none  effect 
unless  the  contrition  shall  have  been  adequately  performed. 

Furthermore,  a  second  part  of  the  sacrament  is  confession, 
and  there  is  an  awful  marccin  of  uncertainty  about  this  act ;  for 
it  is  damnable  to  deny  that  "  it  is  necessary, ^'t^ra  dtvinOy  in 
order  to  forgiveness  of  sins,  to  confess  all  and  every  mortal  sin 
which  may  be  remembered  after  due  and  diligent  premedita- 
tion."t  But  which  of  his  sins  are  mortal  and  which  venial,  it 
is  simply  impossible  for  the  Eev.  Dr.  Stone  to  know  by  this 
time,  for  it  is  a  life's  labor  to  learn  the  distinctions  between 
them  from  the  theologiane,  and  when  you  have  learned  the 
distinctions,  you  have  no  certainty  about  them,  for  they  never 
have  been  infallibly  defined,  and  the  doctors  disagree.  It  may 
be  tedious,  but  it  is  obviously  necessary,  in  order  to  the  assor- 
ance  of  his  salvation,  for  the  Doctor  to  make  a  clean  breast  of 
all  the  sins,  big  and  little,  that  he  can  remember  ^'  after  due 
and  diligent  premeditation."  But  what  degree  of  premedita- 
tion is  "  due"  and  "diligent,"  is  painfully  vague,  considering 
how  much  is  depending  on  it.  It  were  well  he  should  give  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  it.  But  even  then  he  would  be 
unable  to  judge  with  exactness  when  it  was  accomplished. 

"Exactly  so!"  doubtless  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stone  would  say; 
"  and  herein  consists  the  happiness  of  us  who  have  '  rescued 
ourselves  from  the  state  in  which  we  could  not  be  assured  of 
our  own  salvation ' — that  we  have  the  advantage  of  a  divinely 
authorized  priest,  with  power  of  binding  and  loosing,  who 
shall  guard  us  from  self-deception  and  mistake,  and  certify  ns 
with  sacramental  words  that  all  these  uncertain  conditions  are 
adequately  fulfilled,  and  assure  us,  in  so  many  words,  that  our 
sins  are  remitted.  O  the  comfort  of  this  distinct  assurance 
from  the  Church ! — this  blessed  sacrament  of  penance ! — this 
second  plank  after  shipwreck !" 

Poor  man  !  He  has  learned  by  this  time  that  his  priest  does 
not  undertake  to  certify  him  of  anything  of  the  sort — that  the 
absolution  is  pronounced  on  the  presumption  that  his  own 
part  of  the  business  has  been  fully  attended  to,  but  that  if  his 

*  Ibid.,  Seas,  xi?.,  Cap.  4.  f  ^^d,  SeBS.  XIV..  Can.  1. 
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contrition  or  his  confession  has  been  defective,  that  is  his  own 
look  out,  and  he  must  snffer  the  consequences,  even  be  they 
everlasting  perdition.  The  absolution,  in  that  case  does  not 
connt  at  all.* 

"  But,"  thinks  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stone,  a  little  concerned  about 
the  assurance  of  his  salvation,  **  if  all  the  issues  of  eternal  life 
are  to  turn  on  a  question  of  my  own  consciousness,  of  which 
no  one  is  to  judge  but  myself,  I  do  not  see  how  I  am  so  much 
better  off  on  the  point  of  assurance  than  when  I  was  a  Prot- 
estant, and  had  the  distinct,  undoubted  promise  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  himself  of  salvation  on  condition  of  Kepentanoe 
and  Faith."  We  feel  for  the  honest  man's  disappointment, 
but  can  only  recommend  to  him,  in  his  present  situation,  to 
carry  his  trouble  to  his  new  advisers.  The  best  advice  they 
can  give  him  will  perhaps  be  that  which  certain  other  high 
ecclesiastics,  of  unquestionable  regularity  of  succession  and 
validity  of  ordination  once  gave  to  a  distressed  inquirer — 
''  What  is  that  to  us  ?  see  thou  to  that  1" 

It  begins  to  look  extremely  doubtful  whether  we  shall  be 
able  to  get  the  Rev.  James  Kent  Stone  to  heaven  at  all,  on 
this  course,  notwithstanding  he  has  come  so  far  out  of  his  way 
to  make  absolutely  sure  oi  it.    But  supposing  all  these  diffi- 


*  "  As  the  Church  may  801116110168  err  with  respect  to  persons,  it  may  happen 
that  such  an  one  who  shaU  have  been  loosed  io  the  eyee  of  the  Church,  may 
be  bound  before  Ood,  and  (hat  he  whom  the  Church  shall  have  bound  may  be 
loosed  when  he  shaU  appear  before  him  who  knoweth  aU  things."  Pope  Inno- 
cent IIL,  Epistle  ii,  quoted  in  Bungener^s  History  of  the  Council  of  Trent.  We 
beg  pardon  for  citing  the  language  of  a  pope  as  authority,  since  it  is  recognized 
on  all  hands  that  hardly  anything  is  more  unauthorised  and  fallible  than  the 
sayings  of  a  pope,  except!  1  g  only  on  these  occasions  when  he  speaks  tx  emthe- 
dra, — and  precisely  when  that  is,  no  mortal  ean  teU  with  certainty. 

Let  us  try  what  a  cardinal  wiU  say :  "  Without  a  deep  and  earnest  grief,  and 
a  determination  not  to  sin  again,  no  absolution  of  the  priest  has  the  slightest 
worth  or  ayail  in  the  sight  of  God ;  on  the  contrary,  any  one  who  asks  or  obtains 
absolution,  without  that  sorrow,  instead  of  thereby  obtaining  forgireness  of  his 
sins,  commits  an  enormous  saorilege,  and  adds  to  the  weight  of  his  guUt,  and 
goes  away  from  the  feet  of  his  oonfessor,  stiU  more  heavily  laden  than  when  he 
approached  him. — Wiseman  on  the  Doctrines  of  Tbe  Church,  vol.  IL,  p.  10. 

There  would  seem  to  be  nearly  the  same  amount  and  quality  of  comfort  for 
tender  consciences,  and  '*  assurance  of  salyatlon  **  here,  as  may  be  found  (for  ex- 
amf^)  in  *'  Edwards  01.  the  Alffeotions.'* 
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culties  obviated,  and  that  by  a  special  revelation  (it  is  impossi- 
ble to  conceive  of  any  other  means  of  coming  at  it)  he  dis- 
covers that  his  baptism,  and  contrition  and  confession  are  all 
right,  and  furthermore  that  the  priest  has  had  the  necessary 
"intention"  in  pronouncing  tlie  absolution,  and  supposing  a 
number  of  other  uncertainties  incident  to  this  way  of  salvation, 
but  which  we  have  no  time  to  attend  to,  to  be  entirely  obvi- 
ated, how  happy  he  must  be,^^  tot  discrimina  tutus^  assured 
of  the  forgiveness  of  all  his  sins,  and  how  delightful  the  pros- 
pect set  before  him  I 

"  Sweet  fields  arrayed  in  living  green. 
And  rivers  of  delight!'* 

Alas,  no !  If  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stone  has  any  such  idea  as  this, 
it  is  only  a  remnant  of  the  crude  notions  which  he  picked  up 
in  the  days  of  his  heresy,  by  the  private  interpretation  of  the 
Scriptures.  Let  him  now  understand  that  it  is  damnable  error 
to  hold  *^  that  when  God  forgives  sins  he  always  remits  the 
whole  punishment  of  them."*  The  eternal  punishment,  indeed, 
is  remitted ;  but  the  temporal  punishment  which  remains  to  be 
executed  may  reach  so  far  into  the  world  to  come  that  it  is 
impossible  to  predict  the  end  of  it.  In  fact  the  characteristic 
vagueness  in  which  all  the  most  important  matters  that  pertain 
to  one's  salvation  are  studiously  involved  in  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church  is  remarkably  illustrated  in  this  matter  of  purgato- 
rial torment.  The  nature  of  it  is  doubtful.  The  majority  of 
theologians  hold  that  it  is  effected  by  means  of  literal,  material 
fire — but  that  is  onlj  "a  pious  opinion,"  and  will  not  be 
known  f  >r  certain  until  the  next  time  the  Pope  speaks  '•  out 
of  his  chair."  The  decree  of  it  is  doubtful.  St.  Thomas 
Aquinas  thinks  that  it  exceeds  any  pain  known  in  this  life ; 
Bonaventura  and  Bellarraine  guess  that  the  greatest  pains 
in  purgatory  are  greater  than  the  greatest  in  this  world ;  but 
they  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  least  of  the  pains  of  purga- 
tory is  not  greater  than  the  greatest  in  this  world.f  But  the 
duration  of  purgatorial  torment  is  the  most  uncertain  thing  of 
all.     Some  think  it  will  last  only  a  little  while ;  others  that  it 

*  Ooncil.  TrideDt.  SeM.  XIV.,  Can.  12.    See  alto  Sees.  VL,  can.  SO. 
*  Dens,  De  Purgatorio. 
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will  endure  for  years  and  ages.  The  Church  either  don't  know 
or  won't  tell.  The  most  distinctly  settled  thing  about  the 
wjiole  business  seems  to  be  this :  that  no  one  was  ever  yet 
known  to  be  delivered  from  purgatory  so  long  as  there  was 
any  more  money  to  be  got  out  of  his  family  by  keeping 
him  in. 

Is  it  not,  now,  rather  a  rough  disappointment  to  a  man  who 
has  done  so  much,  and  traveled  so  far,  on  the  promise  of  a  clear 
and  "  assured "  view  of  his  future  happiness,  to  bring  him 
through  all  those  perils  to  the  top  of  his  Mount  Pisgah,  and 

bid  him  look  off  on  a lake  of  fire  and  brimstone  ?    We 

put  it  to  the  pope,  in  behalf  of  our  deceived  and  injured  fellow 
citizen — is  it  the  fair  thing  f 

Well,  after  all,  ten  thousand  years  of  purgatory,  more  or 
less,  will  not  so  much  matter  to  our  friend,  so  long  as  he  is 
"  assured  of  his  own  salvation  "  from  eternal  perdition.  Ay ; 
there's  the  rub.  He  is  not  assured.  Supposing  it  is  all  right 
thus  far,  with  his  baptism  and  confirmation  and  penance  (and 
we  have  not  stated  a  half  of  the  difficulties  of  this  supposition) 
he  is  now  indeed  in  a  state  oi  grace,  and  all  his  sins  are  for- 
given, albeit  part  of  the  punishment  of  them  is  liable  still  to 
be  inflicted,  in  purgatory.  If  he  dies  now,  happy  man  I  for 
(always  s^f/ppoeing  as  above)  he  is  sure  of  being  saved,  sooner 
or  later.  But  he  has  no  certainty  of  remaining  in  this  state  of 
grace  for  an  hour.  And  the  Church  (kind  mother  I)  has  pro- 
vided for  the  security  of  her  children  by  other  sacraments, 
notably  by  the  sacrament  of  the  eucharist.  Dr.  Stone  had  un- 
doubtedly, in  his  heretic  days,  read  the  si^th  chapter  of  John, 
with  the  query,  What  if  the  Roman  interpretation  of  these 
promises  is  the  true  one,  and  in  order  to  have  eternal  life,  I  am 
required  to  eat  the  flesh  and  drink  the  blood  of  the  Son  of 
man,  literally,  in  the  transubstantiated  bread  and  wine ;  and 
he  now  recalls  the  Lord's  promise,  ''  if  any  man  eat  of  this 
bread  he  shall  live  forever  ?"* — "  Whoso  eateth  my  flesh  and 
drinketh  my  blood  hath  eternal  life  ;"t  ^^^  ^^  finds  no  small 
comfort  in  it.  It  is  not  pleasant  to  discover,  indeed,  that  the 
Church,  even  granting  its  interpretation  of  the  passage,  de- 

♦  John  Ti.,  61,  aUo  68.  t  ^'<^-  ^»  54. 
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clares  it  of  none  effect,  giving  it  to  be  nnderetood  that  thous- 
ands upon  thousands  have  eaten  the  veritable  ^  body  and  blood, 
soul  and  divinity "  of  the  Lord,  and  gone  nevertheless  into 
eternal  death."  But  yet  our  ^^  anxious  inquirer,"  does  seem 
to  come  nearer  now  to  what  he  was  looking  for — a  sacra- 
ment that  shall  do  its  saving  work  on  him  independently  of 
the  presence  of  that,  the  necessity  of  which  casts  such  a  doubt 
on  all  Protestant  hopes, — faith  on  the  part  of  the  partaker. 
This  is  the  satisfaction  of  the  doctrine  of  the  opue  cfperatumy 
that  it  makes  the  saving  virtue  of  the  sacrament  to  depend, 
not  on  what  it  is  so  difficult  for  the  recipient  to  ascertain — his 
own  faith  ;  but  on  what  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  him  to 
ascertain — the  intention  of  the  priest.  And  not  this  alone. 
Before  the  priest,  even  with  the  best  of  intentions,  has  any 
power  to  consecrate  the  bread,  and  transform  it  into  '*  the  body 
and  blood,  soul  and  divinity  "  of  the  Lord,  he  must  have  been 
ordained  by  a  bishop  who  should,  at  the  time  of  ordaining, 
have  had  ^^  the  intention  of  doing  what  the  Church  does,"  and 
who  in  turn  should  have  been  ordained  with  a  good  intention 
by  another  bishop  with  a  good  intention,  and  so  on  ad  infini- 
tum^ or  at  least  ad  Petrum.  And  when  we  bear  in  mind  that 
the  validity  of  the  baptism  of  each  of  these  depends  just  as 
absolutely  on  so  many  unknown  and  unknowable  "  inten- 
tions," and  that  in  case  of  the  invalidity  of  their  baptism, 
which  is  '*  the  gate  of  the  sacraments,"  they  were  incapable  of 
receiving  ordination  themselves,  and  so  incapable  of  confer- 
ring it,  the  chance  of  poor  Dr.  Stone's  ever  getting  a  morsel  of 
genuine,  certainly  attested  "  body  and  blood,  soul  and  divinity  " 
between  his  lips,  becomes,  to  a  mathematical  mind,  infinitesi- 
mal. There  have  been  cases  of  ecclesiastics  who  in  their 
death-bed  confessions  have  acknowledged  the  withholding  of 
multitudes  of  "  intentions."  Who  can  guess  what  multitudes 
besides  have  been  withheld  with  never  a  confession,  or  the  coi> 
lession  of  which  has  never  been  heard  of.  But  the  wilful  with- 
holding need  not  be  snpposed.  ^^The  smallest  mistake,  even 
though  made  involuntarily,  nullifies  the  whole  act."* 

*Pope  Innocent  IIL,  Ep.  iz.  "The  Council  of  Florence  had  pronounced  the 
Mme  opinion.  ....  Let  an  infidel  or  a  dreamy  priest  baptize  a  child  without 
having  serioosly  the  idea  of  baptising  it.  that  child,  if  it  die,  it  lost;  let  a  bishop 
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The  hope  of  salvation  through  the  Sacraments  of  the  Church 
grows  dimmer  and  dimmer.  It  is  well  for  our  neophjte  to 
cast  about  him  and  see  if  there  be  found  no  adjuvants  that 
may  reinforce  in  some  measure  that  ''  assurance  of  his  salva- 
tion," to  which  the  Holy  Father  has  somewhat  inconsiderately 
invited  him.  "  It  is  a  good  and  useful  thing,"  says  the  Coun- 
cil of  Trent,  "suppliantly  to  invoke  the  saints,  and  .  .  .  to  flee 
for  refuge  to  their  prayers,  help  and  assistance."  It  is  com- 
monly represented  to  Protestants  that  this  a  mere  recommen- 
dation, and  that  nobody  is  required  to  invoke  the  saints;  but 
Dr.  Stone  has  by  this  time  been  long  enough  under  discipline 
to  have  found  out  that  that  is  nothing  but  a  polite  pretense, 
and  to  be  convinced  that  if  there  is  anything  to  be  gained  by 

ordain  a  priest,  without  having  actaaUy  and  formally,  from  absence  of  mind  or 
any  other  cause,  the  idea  of  conferring  the  priesthood,  and  behold,  wti  have  a 
priest  who  is  not  a  priest,  and  those  whoin  he  shall  baptise,  marry  or  absolve, 
will  not  be  baptized,  married  or  absolved.  The  pope  himself  without  sus- 
pecting it,  might  have  been  ordained  in  this  manner;  and  as  it  is  from 
him  that  everything  flows,  aU  the  bishops  of  the  Chnrch  might  some  day 
find  themselves  to  be  false  bishops,  and  all  the  priests  false  priests,  without 
there  being  any  possibility  of  restoring  the  broken  link.*'  Bangener,  Hist,  of  the 
Oonncil  of  Trent,  pp.  168,  169.  The  author  evidently  mistakes  in  making  the 
validity  of  hapiiun.  to  depend  on  priestly  ordin«ktioo.  That  alone  of  the  sacra- 
ments is  valid  if  administered  (with  intentioQ)  by  a  '*  J«w,  pagan,  or  heretic." 

Bungeuer  need  not  have  put  the  case  hypothetically.  Writing  at  the  period 
of  the  great  Western  Schism,  **  the  papal  secretary,  Coluccio  Salutato,  paints  in 
strong  colors  the  unireraal  uncertainty  and  anguish  of  oonscience  produced  by 
the  schism,  and  hb  own  conclusion  as  a  Papalist  is  that  as  aU  eccle.«iastical 
jurisdiction  is  derived  from  the  pope,  and  as  a  pope  invalidly  elected  cannot 
give  what  he  does  not  himself  possess,  no  bi»hops  or  priests  ordained  since  thw 
death  of  Gregory  XL  could  guarantee  the  validity  of  the  sacraments  they  admin- 
btered.  It  foUowed  according  to  him,  that  any  one  who  adored  the  eucharist, 
consecrated  by  a  priest  ordained  in  schism,  worshipped  an  idoL  Such  was  the 
condition  of  Western  Christendom.*' — Tlte  Pope  and  the  Council,  by  Janop, 
p.  240. 

It  is,  doubtless,  with  reference  to  difficulties  like  these  that  saving  clauses  are 
introduced  into  the  utterances  of  the  Church  : — **  Without  the  sacraments  or  tlie 
desire  for  them ;"  "  if  any  man  wil/Mlly  separate  from  the  communion  of  the  Holy 
See,"  &c.  Bui  if  these  clauses  save  the  difficulties  of  the  Church's  doctrine,  then 
they  destroy  the  doctrine  itself.  If  the  good  intentions  of  the  penitent  are  what 
secure  to  him  the  grace  of  the  sacraments,  then  that  grace  does  nut  depend  un 
the  intention  of  the  priest ;  and  the  provision  which  so  many  souls  are  yearning 
for,  of  a  through  ticket  to  heaven  that  does  not  depend  on  their  own  into  ior 
character,  is  miserably  cot  off. 

VOL.   XXIX.  32 
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Baint worship,  he  had  better  be  about  it,  for  "help  and  assist- 
ance," are  what  he  is  sadly  in  need  of.  But  which  of  the  saints 
shall  he  take  refuge  to? — for  there  is  an  embarras  de  richesses 
here.  As  to  some  of  them,  there  is  a  serious  and  painful  un- 
certainty, as  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Harris,  as  to  whether  there  is 
"  any  sich  a  person."  As  to  others,  there  is  strong  human 
probability  that,  in  the  **  unpleasantness "  that  prevailed  be- 
tween heathen  and  Christian  in  the  early  times,  they  were  on 
the  wrong  side.  And  in  general,  the  Church  fails  to  give  cer- 
tain assurance,  as  de  jiie^  concerning  them,  that  they  are  yet 
in  a  position  to  act  effectively  as  intercessors — whether,  in 
fact,  they  are  not  to  this  day  roasting  in  purgatory,  and  in 
sorer  need  of  our  intercession  than  we  of  theirs.  The  Church, 
we  say,  has  not  pronounced  assuredly  and  dejideon  this  point; 
and  what  Dr.  Stone  is  invited  to  by  the  Holy  Father,  and 
what  doubtless  he  means  to  get,  is  assurance,  not  ^^  pious 
opinion." 

It  will  be  "  mfer  "  tor  Dr.  Stone  ''  to  seek  salvation  through 
the  Virgin  Mary  than  directly  from  Jesus."  So  at  least  he  is 
taught  in  books  authorized  and  indorsed  by  the  Church.  But 
this  is  a  very  slender  gain,  for  the  same  books  assure  him  that 
without  the  intercession  of  Mary  there  is  no  safety  at  all — that 
"  the  intercession  is  not  only  useful  but  necessary  " — that  *'  to 
no  one  is  the  door  of  salvation  open  'except  through  her" — 
that  *'  our  salvation  is  in  her  hands  " — that  '*  Mary  is  all  the 
hope  of  our  salvation  ;"*  so  that  the  amount  of  this  assurance 
(if  one  could  be  assured  of  its  authority)  is  only  this,  that  it  is 
better  than  nothing  at  all. 

*  See  "  The  Glories  of  Mary,"  by  St  Alphonsus  Liguori,  approved  by  f  John, 
Archbishop  of  New  York ;  chapter  v.,  oo  '*  the  need  we  have  of  the  intercession 
of  Mary  for  oar  salvation."  It  has  been  certi6ed  by  the  pope  in  the  aoc  of 
canonization  that  the  writinj^  of  St.  Alphonsos  contain  nothing  worthy  of  cen- 
sure. But  as  it  is,  up  to  this  present  writing,  impossible  to  say^  certainly  whether 
this  was  one  of  the  pope's  infallible  utterances  or  one  of  bis  fallible  ones — ^there 
we  are  again,  in  an  uncertainty. 

For  a  full  coUection  of  authorized  Roman  Catholic  teachings,  to  the  eflfect  that 
*'  it  is  impossible  for  any  to  be  saved  who  turns  away  from  Mary,  or  is  disre- 
garded by  her,**  see  Pusey^s  Eirenicon,  pp.  99,  seqq. — bearing  in  mind,  however, 
the  claim  of  the  defenders  of  the  Roman  Catholic  system,  that  their  Church  is 
not  to  be  considered  responsible  for  its  own  authorized  teachings. 
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Undoubtedly,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stone  would  do  well  to  get  him 
a  scapular.  "  About  the  year  1251,  the  holy  Virgin  appeared 
to  the  blessed  St.  Simon  Stock,  an  Englishman,  and  giving 
him  her  scapular,  said  to  him  t  jat  those  who  wore  it  should  be 
safe  from  eternal  damnation."  Furthermore,  '*  Mary  appeared 
at  another  time  to  Pope  John  XXII.,  and  directed  him  to  de- 
clare to  those  who  wore  the  above-mentioned  scapular,  that 
they  should  be  released  from  purgatory  on  the  Saturday  after 
death;  this  the  same  pontiff  announced  in  his  bull,  which  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  "  several  other  popes."*  This,  de- 
clared in  a  book  which  is  guaranteed  by  a  pope  to  contain  no 
fiilse  doctrine,  is  really  the  nearest  that  we  can  find  in  the 
entire  Roman  system  to  an  assurance  of  salvation.  But  to  the 
ntter  dismay  of  poor  Dr.  Stone,  just  as  he  is  on  the  point  of 
closing  his  hand  on  what  the  pope  had  invited  him  to, — 'May- 
ing hold,"  as  an  old  writer  expresses  it,  "  on  eternal  life  "  in 
the  form  of  a  scapular, — he  discovers  not  only  that  Pope  Paul 
v.,  in  1612,  added  a  sort  of  codicil  to  the  Virgin's  promise, 
which  makes  it  of  doubtful  value,  but  in  general,  that  the 
inerrant  author  of  the  Glories  of  Mary  "  protests  that  he  does 
not  intend  tD  attribute  any  other  than  purely  human  authority 
to  all  the  miracles,  revelations  and  incidents  contained  in  this 
book."f  But  "  purely  human  authority  "  is  not  exactly  what 
we  care  to  risk  our  everlasting  salvation  on ;  is  it,  Dr.  Stone  ? 

Nothing  seems  to  remain  for  our  bewildered  friend,  but  to 
apply  for  indulgences.  To  be  sure  he  does  not  yet  know  that 
he  has  ever  been  effectually  loosed  from  mortal  sin,  or  if  he 
has  been,  that  he  will  not  relapse  into  it  and  die  in  it ;  and  in 
either  case  indulgences  will  do  him  no  good.  He  will  go  down 
quick  into  hell — and  not  get  his  money  back  either.  But  sup- 
posing him  to  have  escaped  eternal  perdition,  it  will  be  well 
worth  while  to  have  secured  indulgences, — which  may  be  had 
of  assorted  lengths,  from  twenty-five  day  indulgences  for 
"naming  reverently  the  name  of  Jesus  or  the  name  of  Mary," 
up  to  twenty  five  thousand  and  thirty  thousand  year  indul- 
gences, granted  for  weightier  consideration.  But  inasmuch  as 
Dr.  Stone  has  not  the  slightest  idea  how  many  millions  of 

♦Glories  of  Mary,  pp.  271,  272,  660. 

t  Glories  of  Mary,  Protest  of  the  Author,  p.  4. 
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years  he  may  have  to  stay  in  purgatory,  if  he  ever  has  the 
happiness  to  get  there,  it  will  be  best  for  him  to  go  in  for  plen- 
ary indulgences,  and  save  all  mistakes.  There  are  varioiw 
ways  of  securing  them ;  and  it  may  well  employ  all  Dr.  Stone's 
unquestionable  talents  to  decide  how  he  shall  get  the  ainpleet 
indulgence  at  the  least  cost  of  time  and  labor.  On  a  superfi- 
cial examination,  we  are  disposed  to  think  that  there  is  nothing 
better  to  recommend  than  the  wearing  of  scapulars.  Save 
St.  Alphonsus  de  Liguori  :  "  The  indulgences  that  are  attached 
to  this  scapular  of  our  Lady  of  Mt.  Oarmel,  as  well  as  to  the 
others  of  the  Dolors  of  Mary,  of  Nf ary  of  Mercy,  and  partiwi. 
larly  to  that  of  the  Conception,  are  innumerable,  daily,  and 
plenary,  in  life  and  at  the  article  of  death.  For  myself,  I  have 
taken  all  the  above  scapulars.  And  let  it  be  particularly  made 
known  that  besides  many  particular  indulgences,  there  are 
annexed  to  the  scapular  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  which 
is  blessed  by  the  Theatine  Fathers,  all  the  indulgences  which 
are  granted  to  any  religious  order,  pious  place  or  person. 
And  particularly  by  reciting  '  Our  Father,'  '  Hail,  Mary,''and 
'  Glory  be  to  the  Father,'  six  times  in  honor  of  the  most  holy 
Trinity  and  of  the  immaculate  Mary,  are  gained  each  time  all 
the  indulgences  of  Rome,  Portiuncula,  Jerusalem,  Galicia. 
which  reach  the  number  of  four  hundred  and  tliirty-three 
plenary  indulgences,  besides  the  temporal,  which  are  innume- 
rable. All  this  is  transcribed  from  a  sheet  printed  by  the 
same  Theatine  Fathers."*  O  if  the  Theatine  Fathers  wwe 
only  infallible,  or  if  we  could  be  sure  that  indulgences  were 
absolute  and  not  conditional  upon  sundry  uncertainties,  hov 
happy  we  might  bel  But  a  great  theologian,  afterward  a 
pope,t  declared  that  "  the  effects  of  the  indulgence  purchased 
or  acquired,  are  not  absolute,  but  more  or  less  good,  more  or 
less  complete,  according  to  the  dispositions  of  the  penitent,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  performs  tlie  work  to  which  the  indal- 
gence  is  attached."  And  one  has  only  to  glance  thr\>ugh  the 
pages  of  some  approved  theologian,  like  Dr.  Peter  Dens,  to 

♦GlorienofMary,  p.  661. 

f  Pope  Adrian  YL,  Oomm.  on  the  Fourth  Book  of  Th€  SttiUneet^  qooted  hj 
Bungener,  Council  of  Trent,  p.  4. 
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find  that  this  whole  doctrine  of  indulgences  is  so  omtrived  as 
to  be,  on  the  one  hand,  indefinitely  corrupting  and  depraving 
to  the  common  crowd  of  sinners,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  give 
the  least  possible  of  solid  comfort  to  fearful  consciences.  With 
eveiy  promise  of  remission  that  the  Church  gives — ^for  a  con- 
sideration— she  reserves  to  herself  a  dozen  qualifications  and 
evasions,  which  make  it  of  none  effect.* 

In  the  dismal  uncertainty  which  besets  every  expedient  for 
securing  one's  salvation  which  we  have  thus  far  considered,  our 
friend  will  devote  himself  in  sheer  desperation  to  works  of 
mortification,  which  ai'e  alleged  by  his  advisers  to  have  a  good 
tendency  to  "  appease  the  wrath  of  God."  Fastings  and 
abstinences  are  good ;  but  a  hair  shirt  is  far  more  effective,  if 
his  skin  is  tender ;  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  flagellation  is 
more  serviceable  than  either.  A  good  scourge  is  not  expen- 
dVe,  but  it  should  have  bits  of  wire  in  the  lashes  lor  a  more 
rapid  diminution  of  purgatorial  pains.  Sundry  contrivances 
applied  to  one's  bed,  or  to  the  soles  of  one's  shoes,  are  recom- 
mended by  the  experience  of  some  eminent  saints,  as  of  great 
efficacy  in  securing  one  against  future  torment.  It  would  not 
be  well  for  Dr.  Stone,  in  his  quest  for  assurance,  to  omit  any 
of  them.  But  alas  I  when  he  has  done  all,  be  is  in  the  same 
dreary,  dismal  darkness  as  before. 

Through  such  dim  and  doubtful  ways  the  poor  Doctor  treads 
halting  and  hesitating  till  he  comes  toward  the  end  of  this 
weary  life.  Of  all  his  friends  who  have  departed  this  life  be- 
fore him,  he  has  no  confident  assurance  that  they  are  not  in 
hell ;  but  he  cherishes  a  hope  that  they  may  be  roasting  in  the 
fireg  of  purgatory,  though  he  is  aware  that  there  is  even  a 
fabt  chance  that  they  may  be  in  heaven ;  but  he  pays  for 
daily  masses  and  indulgences  in  their  behalf,  being  assured  by 

*I)ena,  Tractot  de  lodulg.  paseim.  NoUb.  84,  87,  88,  89.  Says  Cardinal 
Wisemao:  *  For  yoa,  my  Oatholio  brethreo,  know,  that  without  a  penitent  coo- 
fesaioQ  of  your  sins,  and  the  worthy  participation  of  the  blessed  Eucharist,  no 
indnlgence  ib  anything  worth.**  Doctrine  of  the  Church,  vol.  ii.,  p.  76.  This, 
Iiowever,  is  »aid  in  a  course  of  Lectures  designed  to  commecd  the  doctrines  of  the 
Church  to  Protestants ;  when  the  object  has  been  to  comfort  the  derotee,  or  to 
raise  revenue  for  the  Roman  treasury,  the  tone  of  the  authorized  representatives 
<^the  Church  has  sometimes  been  far  more  assuring. 
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theologians  that  if  these  do  not  help  his  friends,  they  may  in 
all  probability  be  of  service  to  some  one  else.*  The  nearest  to 
certainty  that  he  comes,  on  any  such  question,  is  in  the  belief 
that  his  godly  parents  and  friends  that  have  lived  and  died  in 
simple  faith  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are  snfFering  everlasting 
damnation — and  even  this  is  doubtful.  As  the  hour  of  death 
draws  near,  he  feels  for  his  various  scapulars,  and  finds  them 
right ;  he  sends  for  his  confessor,  and  makes  one  more  con- 
fession which  is  subject  to  all  the  doubtful  conditions  of  those 
that  have  gone  before,  receives  once  more  an  absolution  which 
is  absolute  in  its  terms,  but  conditional  in  its  meaning,  and  re- 
ceives the  half  of  a  encharist  the  efficiency  of  which  depends 
on  an  uncertain  combination  of  conditions  in  his  owp  soul  and 
history  complicated  with  an  utterly  unascertainable  series  of 
facts  in  the  hidden  intention  of  every  one  of  a  series  of  priests 
and  bishops  l)ack  to  Simon  Peter  himself,  ^his  done,  the 
church  approaches  him  with  a  final  sacrament  which  promises 
once  more  to  do  what  it  thereby  acknowledges  that  the  other 
sacraments  have  failed  to  accomplish — to  "  wipe  away  oflFen- 
ses,  if  any  remain,  and  the  remains  of  sin " — to  "  confer 
grace  and  remit  sins.^t  But  it  is  entirely  unsettled  among 
theologians  what  this  promise  means.  It  cannot  be  the  remit- 
ting of  mortal  sin,  for  if  the  penitent  have  any  such  unforgiv- 
en,  he  is  not  allowed  to  receive  the  unction  ;  and  it  cannot  re- 
fer to  venial  sins  for  a  good  many  reasons  that  are  laid  down  ; 
and  it  cannot  mean  "  proneness  or  habit  letl  from  past  sin," 
for  "  it  often  happens  that  they  who  recover  after  the  sacrament 
feel  the  same  proneness  to  sin  as  before.'':(:  In  fact,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  sacrament,  Dr.  Stone  will  send  for  his  lawyer, 
and  if  any  thing  remains  of  his  property  after  his  heavy  ex- 
penditure in  masses  and  indulgences  for  the  benefit  of  his  de- 
ceased friends,  he  will  leave  it  by  will  to  be  given  for  masses 
to  shorten  up  the  torments  which  after  all  these  labors  and 
prayers  to  Mary,  and  mortifications,  and  sacraments,  he  still 

♦  Deus,  Tract,  de  Indulg.     No.  40.  f  Cone  Trid.,  Seas,  xiv.,  CaD.  2. 

X  BellariniDe,  De  Extr.  Uoct.  i.    9,  T.  ii.,  p.   119S.  9.    Qooted  in  Pusey's 
Eirenicon,  209-211. 
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perceives  to  be  inevitable.*  But  even  in  this,  he  bethinks 
himsell'  of  the  uncertainty  whether  masses  paid  for  in  advance 
will  ever  be  actually  said  or  sung.f  But,  poor  soul,  it  is  the 
best  he  can  do,  and  so  he  gets  them  to  give  him  a  blessed  taper 
to  hold,  and  gives  up  the  ghost  whOe  it  burns  out,  and  they 
sprinkle  his  body  with  holy  water  and  bury  it  in  consecrated 
ground  to  keep  it  safe  from  the  demons,  and  his  children  give 
their  money  to  get  hira  out  of  purgatory  (in  case  he  is  there) 
and  down  to  the  latest  generation  never  know  (unless  their 
money  gives  out)  whether  they  have  succeeded,  or  whether 
in  fact  he  has  not  all  the  while  been  hopelessly  in  hell  along 
with  his  good  old  father  and  mother. 

We  cannot  better  wind  up  this  exhibition  of  the  way  in 
which  the  church  of  Rome  fulfils  her  promise  of  giving  assur 
ance  of  salvation,  than  by  quoting  the  language  of  a  most 
competent  witness,  the  Rev.  J.  Blanco  White,  once  a  Roman 
Oatholic  theologian  in  high  standing  in  Spain,  afterwards  a 
Protestant,  whose  trustworthiness  is  vouched  for  by  Father 
Newman,  from  intimate  personal  acquaintance.:!:  Mr.  White 
says: 

*  A  moH  striking  iDStance  of  this  is  recorded  in  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
recent  records  of  Roman  Catholic  piety — the  Life  of  the  Cur6  d'  Are.  The  old 
^r^  of  Are,  had  lived  a  life  of  preeminent  hoUness,  in  which  his  acts  of  self  • 
mortificatioo  had  been  so  austere  and  cruel  as  to  have  broken  down  bis  health — 
such  that  others  could  not  hear  them  described  without  a  shudder.  As  his  death 
drew  near,  he  *'  desired  to  be  fortified  by  the  grace  of  the  last  sacraments ;  and 
the  Abb6  Vianney  then  heard  his  confession,  and  administered  to  him  the  last 

rites  of  the  church The  following  day  the  Abb^  Vianney  celebrated 

a  mass  fox  his  revered  master,  at  which  all  the  villagers  were  present.  When  this 
service  was  concluded,  M.  Bailey  requested  a  private  interview  with  his  vicar. 
Darinir  this  last  and  solemn  conversation,  the  dying  man  placed  in  his  hands  th^ 
imtruments  of  his  penitence  fscourges,  Ac]  '  Take  care  my  poor  Vianney/  he 
■aid,  *  to  hide  these  things ;  if  they  find  them  after  my  death  they  will  think  I 
have  done  something  dmring  my  life  for  the  expiation  of  my  sins,  and  they  wHl 
IwH  me  in  Purgatory  to  tks  end  of  the  world.* "  The  OnrS  d  Are :  A  Memoir 
of  Jean-Baptlste-Marie  Vianney.    By  Georgina  Molyneux.    London  :  1869. 

f  There  will  hardly  faU  to  occur  to  him  the  scandalous  eauee  ciUbre  tried  a 
iew  months  since,  in  Paris, — ^the  case  of  a  large  brokerage  in  masses  for  the  dead, 
whieh  undertook  to  get  the  masses  performed  by  country  priests  at  a  lower 
figure  than  the  ruling  city  prices,  but  was  detected  in  retaining  the  money  with- 
out securing  the  saying  of  the  masses  at  all. 

}  *'  I  have  the  fdlleat  confidence  io  his  word  when  he  witnesses  to  faote^  and 
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'*  The  Catholic  who  firmly  believes  iu  the  absolving  power  of  hn  ehurch,  and 
never  indidget  in  thought ^  eaeily  allays  all  fears  connected  with  the  invisible  world. 
Is  there  a  priest  at  hand  to  bestow  absolution  at  the  last  naoment  of  life,  be  is  snre 
of  a  place  in  Heaven,  however  sharp  the  burnings  may  be  which  are  appointed 
for  him  in  Purgatory. 

**  But  alas,  for  the  sensitive,  the  consistent,  the  delicate  mind  that  takes  the  in- 
fallible ohuroh  for  its  refuge!  That  church  offers  iodeed  certainty  in  every  thing 
that  concerns  our  souls ;  but  Thou,  Gk>d,  who  hast  witnessed  my  misery  and  that 
of  my  nearest  relations — my  mother  and  my  two  sisters,  knowest  that  the  promised 
certainty  is  a  bitter  mockery.  The  Catholic  pledgee  of  eptritual  eaf^  are  the 
most  agonizing  eourcee  of  doubt"    .... 

"  The  Sacraments  intended  for  pardon  of  sins  could  not  (according  to  the  com- 
mon notions)  fail  in  producing  the  desired  effect.  For,  if,  as  was  subsequently 
given  out,  all  those  divioely-insUtuted  Rites  demanded  such  a  spiritual  state  in  the 
recipient,  as  without  any  external  addition  would  produce  the  desired  effect,  what 
advantage  would  be  offered  to  the  believer?  If  absolution  demanded  true  re- 
pentance to  deliver  from  sin,  this  was  leaving  the  smner  exactly  in  the  same  con- 
dition as  he  was  in  before  even  the  name  of  the  pretended  Sacrament  of  Penanoe 
was  heard  of  in  the  world.  But  if  these  conditions  alone  can  give  security,  no 
thinking  purson,  and  especially  no  anxious,  timid  person,  can  find  certainty  iu  the 
use  of  the  Sacraments.  And  none  but  the  naturally  bold  and  confident  do  find 
ft.  To  these,  the  Sacraments,  instead  of  being  means  of  virtue,  are  encourage- 
ments of  vice  and  iniquity. 

*'  O  God !  if  Thou  couldst  hate  any  thing  thou  hast  made,  what  weight  of  in- 
dignation would  have  fallen  upon  a  Constantine,  and  an  Alva  I  And  yet  the 
former  having  put  off  baptism  till  the  last  opportunity  of  sinning  should  be  on 
the  poiot  of  vanishing  with  the  last  breath  of  life,  decUree  the  heavenly  bappi' 
ness  which  filled  his  soul  from  the  moment  he  came  out  of  the  baptismal  water' 
the  latter,  that  cold-blooded  butcher  of  thousands,  declares  that  he  dies  without 
the  least  remorse.  On  the  other  hand,  have  I  not  seen  the  most  innocent  among 
Thy  worshipers  live  and  die  in  a  maddening  fear  of  Hell!  They  trembled  at  the 
Sacraments  themselves,  lest,  from  want  of  a  fit  preparatioi^  they  should  increase 
their  spiritual  danger."* 

It  might  be  very  tedious  to  read,  but  it  would  certainly  be 
very  easy  to  present,  like  proofs  to  show  that  in  "  heeding  the 
invitation  "  of  the  pope  to  come  to  him  for  infallible  teaching 
in  matters  of  }>elief^  Dr.  Stone  has  come  only  to  like  grief  and 
anxious  uncertainty.  He  has  stated  very  neatly  the  fallacy 
of  those  who  have  sought  for  an  infallible  interpreter  of  Scrip- 
ture in  the  writings  of  the  Fathers.     "  They  do  not  see  that 

facts  which  he  knew.**  He  was  one  "  who  had  special  means  of  knowing  a  Cath- 
olic country,  and  a  man  you  can  trust'*  Leeturee  on  the  Preeeni  Poeition  of 
Catholics  in  England,  by  John  Henry  Newman,  D.  D.     1851. 

*  Life  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Bianco  White,  written  by  himselfl  Edited  by  John 
Hamilton  Thom.    London:  1846.    Vol  IILi  pp.  256-268. 
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in  place  of  acting  upon  a  new  rule,  they  have  only  increased 
the  diflSculties  of  the  old  ;  that  instead  of  obtaining  an  inter- 
preter, they  have  only  multiplied  the  number  of  the  docu- 
ments which  they  must  themselves  interpret  or  have  interpre- 
ted for  them  ;"  and  '*  are  in  fact  resorting  to  what  has  been 
aptly  called  '  the  most  ingenious  of  all  Protestant  contrivances 
for  submitting  to  nothing  and  nobody.'  "*  Marvelous !  that  a 
man  who  is  so  shrewd  to  perceive  this  fallacy  in  the  system  he 
has  just  left,  should  be  so  blind  to  the  same  fallacy  in  the  sys- 
tem he  has  just  adopted  !     He  had 

"jumped  into  a  bramble  bush 

And  scratched  out  both  his  eyes ; 

"  And  when  he  saw  his  eyes  were  out, 
With  all  his  might  and  main. 
He  jumped  into  another  bush 
To  scratch  them  in  again.*' 

By  just  so  far  as  his  new  teacher  is  infallible,  it  is  simply 
documentary — paper  and  printer's  ink — Fathers,  Councils, 
Bulls,  Briefs,  more  Bulls,  more  Briefs,  and  another  Council 
again,  documents  upon  documents,  all  in  the  Latin  tongue 
(which,  happily,  Dr.  Stone  is  able  to  read)  until  the  world 
cannot  hold  the  books  that  have  been  written.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  just  so  far  as  he  has  access  to  his  new  teacher  as  a 
living  teacher — a  representative  of  the  Catholic  hierarchy — he 
finds  him  confessedly  fallible — an  uninspired  priest  or  bishop, 
likely  enough  an  unconvicted  heretic,  and  at  least  liable  to  all 
human  blunders  and  endless  "  variations  "  in  expounding  and 
applying  the  faith  of  the  church.  So  that  the  certainty  of 
poor  Dr.  Stone's  faith,  unless  he  chooses  the  alternate  risk  of 
going  to  the  documents  himself  and  taking  his  chance  of 
being  "  saved  by  scholarship,"  or  by  "  private  interpretation," 
is  resolved  into  the  mere  ^^fdee  implidtaP'—oi  being  willing  to 
believe  the  truth  if  he  only  knew  what  it  was — and  that^  if  we 
understand  him,  is  just  what  he  had  before  he  got  the  Pope's 
letter,  with  the  exception  that  at  that  time  there  were  fewer 
elements  of  uncertainty  in  his  mind. 

♦  The  Invitation  Heeded,  pp.  168, 169. 
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And  juBt  as  with  questions  of  truth,  so  is  it  with  questions 
of  duty.  In  search  of  definiteness  and  certainty  he  has  gone 
voyaging  upon  a  waste  of  dreary  casuistry,  upon  whose  fluctu- 
ating surface  he  lies  becahned,  tossed  to  and  fro  between 
"  probabilism "  and  '*  probabiliorism,"  and  O,  how  sea-sick  I 
There  is  nothing  for  him  but  to  ''  do  as  they  do  in  Spain ;" 
and  how  that  is  we  learn  from  Father  Newman's  friend,  Blanco 
White: 

"  In  a  ooaatry  where  every  partoa^s  ooiucieaoe  is  in  the  ke<»piag  of  another, 
in  an  interminable  aoooession  of  moral  trusts,  the  individual  coDscienee  cannot  be 
under  the  steady  discipline  of  self-governing  principle;  all  that  is  practised  is 
obedience  to  the  opinions  of  others,  and  even  that  obedience  is  inseparably  cod- 
neoted  with  the  idea  of  a  dispensing  power.  If  you  can  obtain  an  opinion  favor- 
able to  your  wishes,  the  responsibility  fidls  on  the  adviser,  and  you  may  enjoy 
yourself  with  safety.  The  adviser,  on  the  other  hand,  having  no  consciousness 
of  the  action,  has  no  sense  of  remorse;  and  thus  the  whole  morality  of  the 
country,  except  in  very  peculiar  cases,  wants  the  steady  ground  of  individual  re- 
sponsibility.'** 

The  sum  of  tiie  whole  matter  seems  to  be  this :  that  the 
certainty  and  confidence  of  the  disciple  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
whether  regarding  matter  of  belief  or  matter  uf  practice,  con- 
sists in  putting  his  head  in  a  hag,  and  giving  the  string  to  his 
confessor. 

The  '*  invitation  heeded  "  by  Dr.  Stone  contains  other  seduc- 
tive promises  which  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  consider,  if  there 
were  time.  We  can  only  allude,  with  a  word,  to  the  excellent 
things  which  his  Holiness  offers,  in  this  invitation,  to  society 
and  government  in  Protestant  countries,  in  pity  of  the  misfor- 
tunes under  which  he  perceives  them  now  to  be  suffering. 

"  Whoever  recognizes  religion  as  the  foundation  of  human  society  cannot  but 
perceive  and  acknowledge  what  disastrous  effect  this  division  of  principles,  this 
opposition,  this  strife  of  religious  sects  among  themselves,  has  had  upon  civil 
society,  and  how  powerfully  this  denial  of  the  authority  established  by  God  to 
determine  the  belief  of  the  human  mind,  and  to  direct  the  actions  of  men  as  well 
in  private  as  in  social  life,  has  excited,  spread,  and  fostered  those  deplorable  up- 
heavals, those  commotions  by  which  almost  all  peoples  are  grievously  disturbed  and 
afQicted."  '*  On  this  longed  for  return  to  the  truth  and  unity  of  the  Catholic 
church  depends  the  salvation  not  only  of  individuals,  but  also  of  all  Christian 
society ;  and  never  can  the  world  enjoy  true  peace,  unless  there  shall  be  one  Fold 
and  one  Shepherd.''f 

*  life  of  J.  Blanco  White,  L.  p.  88. 

f  Letter  of  Pope  Pius  IX.,  Sept.  18th,  1868. 
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We  see  here  the  value  of  an  infallible  teacher  1  If  it  had 
not  been  revealed  to  us  thus  from  heaven,  we  never  should 
have  guessed  that  what  secured  national  tranquillity  was  na- 
tional adherence  to  the  Holy  See.  But  now  we  see  it — by  the 
eye  of  faith.  Poor  England,  racked  with  intestine  commo- 
tions ! — if  she  could  but  learn  the  secret  of  Spanish  order  and 
tranquillity  and  prosperity  !  Unhappy  Scotland,  the  prey  of 
social  anarchy,  and  devoured  by  thriftless  indolence!  Will  she 
not  cast  one  glance  across  the  sea,  and  lay  to  heart  the  lesson 
of  Irish  serenity  and  peace  and  wealth?  Poor  Protestant  Prus- 
sia, and  Denmark,  and  Scandinavia  ^*  grievously  disturbed  and 
afflicted  "  by  "  those  deplorable  upheavals  and  commotions  " 
which  his  Holiness  talks  about,  and  yet  so  pitifully  uncon- 
scious of  them  all!  How  slight  the  price, — a  mere  "Fall 
down  and  worehip  me  " — witli  which  they  might  purchase  to 
themselves  the  sweet  calmness  and  good  order  and  unbroken 
quiet  that  have  characterized  the  history  of  Catholic  France  and 
Italy,  and  even  the  ineffable  beatitude  of  those  happy  States 
of  the  Church,  which,  ungrateful  for  their  unparalleled  bless- 
ings, have  been  waiting  for  twenty  years  for  a  good  chance  to 
put  the  pope  (in  his  temporal  capacity)  into  the  Tiber!  Nay, 
nay !  Let  us  not  refuse  to  bring  home  the  teacliing  of  our 
Shepherd  to  our  own  bosoms.  What  land  has  been  more  the 
victim  of  '^  this  division  of  principles,  this  opposition,  this 
strife  of  religions  sects  among  themselves,"  than  our  own  un- 
happy country  ?  Ah !  were  the  people  wise  I  Do  they  not 
feel  the  "  disastrous  effects  "  of  their  refusal  to  submit  to  the 
Holy  See — the  ''  deplorable  upheavals  and  c^^mmotions,"  and 
all?  Can  they  resist  the  allurements  of  those  examples  of  na- 
tional happiness  which  fill  the  whole  Western  Hemisphere, 
save  the  two  pitiable  exceptions  of  Canada  and  the  United 
States?  Speak,  dear  Dr.  Stone,  speak  once  more  to  your  in- 
fatuated fellow  countrymen,  and  persuade  them,  if  you  can,  to 
end  this  hundred  years'  history  of  commotion  and  revolution 
and  disastrous  change  which  they  have  nearly  completed,  by 
substituting  the  majestic  stability  of  Mexico,  and  Guatemala 
and' Colombia,  and  all  the  Catholic  continent  down  to  the 
Straits  of  Magellan  I*     Already  a  ray  of  hope  shines  in  upon 

*  Father  Hyacinthe  does  not  seem   to  come  up  to  the  standard  of  Roman 
doctrine  on  this  point     "Ah,  well  I  know — and  many  a  time  have  I  groaned 
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the  darkness  of  the  Protestant  land.  One  bright  spot  is 
irradiated  with  the  triumph — the  partial  triumph — of  Koman 
principles  of  government.  Can  it  be  irrational  to  hope  ihat 
when  these  principles  prevail  in  the  same  degree  throughout 
the  land,  we  shall  have  everywhere,  under  State  and  general 
governments,  the  same  placid  order,  the  same  security  for  life 
and  property,  the  same  freedom  from  turbulence  and  riot,  the 
same  purity  of  elections,  the  same  integrity  in  the  discharge  of 
public  trusts,  the  same  awfulness  of  judicial  virtue,  as  prevail 
in  the  Catholic  city  and  county  of  New  York  ? 

We  have  left  ourselves  very  little  space  to  express  as  we 
would  like  the  real  respect  which,  after  all,  we  feel  for  this 
book,  and  still  more  for  its  author.  With  here  and  there  a 
slip  in  grammar  or  diction,  and  with  no  more  of  pedantry  than 
can  easily  be  pardoned  to  the  author's  vocation,  the  work  is 
beautifully  written  ;  and  if  there  does  seem  to  be  a  dreadful  gap 
between  what  the  author  intended  when  he  started,  and  what 
he  found  where  he  stopped,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  he 
passed  from  one  point  to  the  other  with  consecutive  steps 
along  an  intelligible  path.  His  argument,  although  encum- 
bered with  mistakes,  is,  nevertheless,  good  against  any  oppo- 
nent who  accepts  his  premiss, — that  the  Church  Universal  is  a 
visible  corporation.  His  appeal  to  aU  Protestants  to  examine 
with  candor  the  grounds  of  their  belief,  and  bravely  and  sin- 
cerely accept  the  consequences,  is  earnest,  tender  and  touch- 
ing— all  the  more  so,  as  the  unhappy  author  in  his  very 
exhortation,  evidently  looks  back  upon  those  generous  mo- 
ments when  he  himself  was  practising  these  virtues,  as  Adam 

within  myself  to  think  of  it — these  nations  of  the  Latin  race  and  of  the  CathoUe 
religion  have  been  of  late  the  most  grievoasly  tried  of  all  I  Not  only  by  intes- 
tine fires,  by  the  qaaking  of  the  earth,  by  the  inruahing  of  the  sea.  Look  with 
impartial  eye,  with  the  fearless  serenity  of  truth,  with  that  aasuranoe  of  faith 
which  fears  not  to  accept  the  revelations  of  experience,  and  then  tell  me — where 
is  it  that  the  moral  foundations  quake  most  yiolently  ?  Where  does  the  current 
of  a  formidable  electricity  give  the  severest,  the  most  incessant  shocks  to  repub- 
lics as  well  as  monarchies!  Among  the  Latin  races;  among  the  Oatliolic 
fMtians,  Yes,  by  some  inscrutable  design  of  Providence,  they,  more  than  others 
have  had  to  '  drink  of  the  cup  deep  and  large ;'  they  have  wet  their  lips  more 
deeply  in  the  chalice  in  which  are  mingled  '  the  wine,  the  lightning,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  storm  ;*  and  they  have  become  possessed  with  the  madness  of  the 
drunkard.'*    Discourses  of  Father  Hyacinthe,  Vol.  L,  p.  160. 
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might  have  looked  back  upon  Paradise.  Those  hours  can 
never  return.  Never  more  may  he  exercise  the  manly  virtue 
which  he  now  commends  to  others,  and  which  we  doubt  not 
he  faithfiilly  practised  until  it  became  a  prohibited  good.  Let 
him  now  attempt  to  look  into  the  writings  of  those  who  differ 
from  him,  with  a  view  to  "examining  candidly  the  grounds  of 
his  faith,"  and  the  thunderbolt  of  the  excommunication  latm 
sententicB  breaks  forth  upon  him  from  the  Bull  In  Coma  Domi- 
ni.'^ We  are  so  affected  by  the  honest  Doctor's  exhortation  to 
candid  inquiry,  that  we  shrink  from  putting  ourselves,  like 
him,  in  a  situation  in  which  if  we  candidly  inquire  we  are 
damned. 

The  little  volume  will  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  more 
effective  as  a  fact  and  a  testimony  than  as  an  argument.  As  a 
testimony,  its  precise  value  is  this:  Until  two  years  ago,  the 
author,  believing  himself  to  be  entirely  sincere  and  candid, 
held,  as  the  result  of  private  judgment,  a  system  (according  to 
his  own  statement)  wildly  inconsistent,  illogical  and  self  de- 
structive, which  he  vindicated  to  himself  and  others  by  argu- 
ments plausible  and  satisfactory.  Within  two  years,  after 
candid  but  astonishingly  brief  examination,  in  the  exercise 
of  the  same  private  jndgment,  he  has  dropped  that  system  and 
adopted  another,  also  with  entire  sincerity,  and  vindicated  by 
plausible  arguments,  which  he  is  not  i)ermitted  candidly  to  re- 
examine. It  is  solely  by  the  use  of  the  same  private  judg- 
ment that  played  him  so  false  before,  that  he  has  come  to  em- 
brace this  other  system. 

Qu. : — What  is  the  probability  that  he  has  got  the  truth 
now? 

This  is  what  he  may  never  know. 

One  thing  alone  he  holds  intelligently — that  the  Roman 
church  is  the  true  church  of  Christ ;  and  this  he  knows  only 
by  his  poor  private  judgment,  which  he  is  not  permitted  to  re- 
vise. Every  thing  else,  he  takes  on  the  authority  of  tliis. 
And  this,  being  known  only  by  private  judgment,  may  be  a 
mistake  I 

Poor  man  I 

•Ligorii  Theol.  Moral.  68,  785. 
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Art.  VII.— the  BtBLE  AND  THE  SCHOOL:* 

An  AddresB  of  M.  E,  de  Pressense  before  the  Evangelical 
Adia/nce  at  Amsterdam,  held  in  August^  1857. — Translated 
for  the  "  New  Englander^'*  by  Prof.  J.  P.  Laoroix,  of  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  Delaware,  Ohio. 

All  who  hav^e  any  coiTect  appreciation  of  the  age  in  which 
we  liv,e,  and  of  the  future  which  is  preparing  for  ns,  admit 
without  hesitation  that  the  great  question  of  the  day  is  that 
of  popular  education.  Democracy  is  everywhere  gaining 
ground;  it  flows  n^t  only,  as  Rojer-Collard  said,  with  full 
banks,  but  it  is  breaking  beyond  its  proper  bounds.  Political 
institutions  have  little  to  do  with  the  matter.  Where  they 
yield  to  the  popular  pressure,  there  is  less  observable  friction 
than  in  such  countries  as  try  to  resist  it.  But  all  institutions 
that  presume  to  offer  it  stubborn  defiance  are  sure  to  be  swept 
away  in  the  end;  for  its  floods  are  constantly  mounting,  with 
the  regularity  of  natural  law.  This  fact  is  not  a.  mere  politi- 
cal phenomenon,  it  is  a  social  fact  of  momentous  import.  Ev- 
erywhere the  masses  are  becoming  conscious  of  their  might; 
they  have  found,  in  the  principle  of  association,  an  irresistible 
lever;  for  they  have  numbers  on  their  side,  and  where  num- 
bers are  organized  and  of  one  mind,  what  can  resist  them  ? 
Whether  this  state  of  things  be  welcome  to  us,  or  not,  does 
not  affect  the  matter  of  fact.  Gladstone  has  justly  said  that 
the  nineteenth  century  is  the  century  of  the  laborer,  meaning, 
that  in  this  age,  for  the  first,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  the 
laboring  classes  have  attained  to  a  real  participation  in  politi- 
cal and  social  life.  From  of  old  they  have  been  kept  in  the 
back-ground,  have  been  simply  permitted  to  prepare  the  cos- 
tumes for  the  great  actors,  or  to  handle  the  machinery  which 

*  This  Address  of  the  distinguished  French  Protestant  Pastor,  M.  £.  de  Pres- 
sens^  deserves  jupt  now  more  than  ordinary  attention  in  this  conntrj,  asit  brings 
to  view  the  way  in  which  the  question  of  '*  the.  Bible  and  Schoor*  may  be 
regarded  by  a  Protestant  minority  in  a  Roman  Catholic  country. ~^(it<or«  of 
the  New  Englander, 
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gave  glory  to  the  action.  But  in  our  day  all  this  is  changed. 
The  people  has  become  one  of  the  principle  actors,  and  that 
too  not  simply  to  take  a  sudden  part  in  revolutionary  crises, 
but  to  play  a  direct  and  constant  rdle  in  shaping  the  face  of 
the  world. 

Such  is  the  situation — at  least  for  those  who  have  eyes  to  see 
it.  I  will  say  at  once,  that  I  think  we  should  accept  it  reso- 
lutely and  without  regret.  It  has,  it  is  true,  its  immense  per- 
ils, but  it  has  also  its  providential  phase.  I  believe  it  is  as 
God  would  have  it  be.  That  the  classes  of  society  should  ap- 
proach each  other  by  the  enjoyment  of  equal  rights,  by  free- 
dom of  person  and  labor,  by  a  common  prosperity^  is  surely  in 
harmony  with  that  religion  which  knows  neither  bond  nor  free. 
Notice  that  I  have  no  thought  here  of  touching  on  political 
ground ;  I  consider  simply  the  social  fact.  From  this  point  of 
view  I  hold,  that  Christianity  has  a  moral  tendency  to  sweep 
away  all  barriers  to  equal  rights  among  the  redeemed  of  the 
same  Saviour.  And  I  am  convinced  that  nothing  could  be 
more  unfortunate  than  to  make  religion  seem  distrustful  and 
inimical  in  regard  to  the  privileges  of  the  masses ;  for,  the  weal 
of  the  future  depends  entirely  on  the  influence  Christianity 
shall  exert  upon  them.  Nor  is  this  a  mere  matter  of  prudence, 
it  is  a  question  of  truth  and  justice. 

But  in  any  view  of  the  case  the  situation  is  grave  and  fraught 
with  peril.  What  will  be  the  nature  of  this  immense  weight 
which  the  masses  are  to  throw  into  the  social  balance?  Will 
it  or  not  be  a  blind  force,  shaped  by  every  wind  that  may 
blow,  and  destructive,  like  the  tempests  of  nature  ?  In  other 
words,  will  it  be  an  intelligent,  or  an  unintelligent  force  ?  Let 
it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  spirit  which  fills  out  a  political 
frame-work  is  infinitely  more  important  than  the  frame-work 
itself.  The  French  politicians  of  1789  fabricated  an  admirable 
constitution ;  but  they  thought  very  little  of  those  who  would 
have  to  put  it  into  practice.  They  constructed  their  theoreti- 
cal system  in  the  brilliant  circles  of  Paris,  but  none  of  these 
reformatory  philosophers  thought  of  descending  into  the  hovel 
and  workshop  to  dissipate  the  ignorance  of  the  masses.  Hence 
their  work  was  in  vain.  The  blind  rage  of  blindly-led  masses 
swept  away,  in  1793,  the  brilliant  constitution  of  the  Mira- 
beauB  and  Lafayettes.    Much,  it  is  true,  depends  on  political 
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constitutions,  but  much  more  on  those  for  whom  they  are  made. 
Let  us  not  place  in  the  second  rank  that  which  is  of  first  im 
portance — popular  education. 

The  nations  that  were  bom  of  the  Reformation  have  con- 
stantly aimed  to  instruct  the  masses ;  with  them  it  was  a  ne- 
cessity of  self-preservation.  In  fact,  the  Reformation  itself 
was  based  upon  a  Book,— a  book  by  whose  divine  authority  it 
shielded  and  upheld  liberty  of  thought,  and  withstood  tradition- 
ary servitude.  It  whispered  into  the  ears  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
those  words  which  gave  St.  Augustine  to  the  Church  :  ToUe 
et  legey  take  and  read.  We  see,  therefore,  clearly  enough,  why 
the  Reformation  taught  the  masses  to  read — why  the  Church, 
which  has  for  its  motto,  Lege^  should  be  more  zealous  for  pop- 
ular education  than  the  Church  which  esteems  the  utterances 
of  the  priest  as  higher  than  the  sacred  Word.  There  is,  there- 
fore, a  religious  cause  for  that  great  diffusion  of  elementary 
education  which  characterizes  Protestant  nations.  Yes !  It  is 
the  Bible  which  has  created  the  school,  especially  the  Protest- 
ant school.  Elsewhere  it  is  not  so.  We  may  truthfully  say 
that  the  natural  tendency  of  modern  Romanism  is  to  increase 
and  intensify  popular  ignorance.  It  is  true,  this  Church  has 
its  teachers  and  schools ;  but  it  imparts  knowledge  only  in 
very  limited  degrees.  It  instructs  its  masses  only  where  its 
infiuence  is  contested  by  powerful  rivals.  Hen*  e  we  see,  that 
where  Popery  has  exclusive  sway,  the  people  are  covered  with 
thick  darkness.  It  desires  to  retain  within  its  own  grasp  the 
keys  of  knowledge,  lest  some  other  sentiments  than  its  own 
should  be  taught.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is,  in  fact, 
safer  to  teach  notliing  at  all  beyond  the  catechism  ;  for  the 
taste  for  knowledge,  once  indulged,  is  no  longer  easily  con- 
trolled. 

However,  the  condition  of  the  world  is  now  such  as  to  ren- 
der this  system  difficult  of  practice.  In  France,  an  impulse 
has  been  given  to  general  education  which  cannot  be  checked. 
The  government,  the  various  Churches,  and  societies  of  e\ery 
description,  are  taking  part  in  it.  Schools  are  multiplied  and 
encouraged — schools  for  the  young  and  the  adult,  schools  for 
each  sex,  schools  for  the  learned  callings.  The  cause  of  edu- 
cation may  be  said  to  be  gained.  And  to  the  question  which 
we  have  proposed,  viz. :  Will  the  masses,  on  arriving  at  polit- 
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ical  influence,  be  instructed,  or  ignorant?   we  may  answer : 

Tliey  will  \m  instructed.  But  tlik  leads  to  a  second  qucj^tioti ; 
In  what  will  they  be  instructed  1  what  will  tiiey  have  adopted  \ 
And  this  qn^tion   is  even  more  important  than  the  iirst. 

Instruction^  education,  per  se  will  not  suflice.  It  may  pro- 
duce as  iimch  evil  as  good-  A  gifted  poet  has  warmly  main- 
tained tiiifi  thesis :  that  education  banishes  moral  evil  a^  the 
sun  banishes  night.  He  would  have  been  right  provided  evil 
had  its  seat  only  in  the  mind,  and  not  in  the  heart.  But  it  is 
fniitless  to  have  knowledge  while  the  will  ia  enslaved  to  the 
passioui ;  in  such  a  condition  a  man  is  more  guilty  and  dan- 
gerous than  if  he  were  utterly  ij>norant.  No  i  it  is  not  true 
that  the  spread  of  knowledge  will  do  away  with  ]>olire  and 
with  pri&ous*  ^* Edncation,"  said  Benj.  Constant,  "is  the  most 
dangerous  of  powers  when  it  is  tiot  in  the  Berviec  of  conscieTice*'* 
Suppose  that  the  youth  are  taught  ia  school  that  there  is  no 
God  above,  no  immutable  law  in  the  heart,  and,  above  all,  no 
sanction  to  tliis  law  in  a  future  life;  suppose  that  they  be 
taught  that  man  is  ''  but  an  animal  which  has  occasional  odd 
freaks,''  hut  which,  like  all  other  organized  beings,  is  gfiverned 
by  instinct  and  irresistible  natural  law  ;  suppose  in  a  word 
that  they  are  imbued  with  those  sceptical  notions  ttiat  so 
largely  pervade  the  literature  and  ftociery  of  the  day— and, 
then,  &ay,  wliat  will  be  the  fruit  of  such  schools,  what  destiny 
will  they  prepare  i\^r  tJie  world?  And  ub-P^e  all  what  will  be 
the  individual  -nwral  fate^  of  such  unibrtunate  cliildren?  Let 
us  not  deceive  oursclve?'.  Education,  isolated  from  moral 
training,  is  not  a  good.  It  is  with  the  greatest  danger  that  we 
separate  that  which  should  be  united.  The  higher  that  gen- 
eral education  is  carried,  the  more  imperative  ia  it  to  train  th© 
heart  and  conscience — ^it  is  in  fact  the  fimi  of  alt  duties.  Now, 
for  us  Christians,  this  education  of  the  conscience  is  ut)t  far  to 
seek  for :  we  know  who  is  the  sole  Master  who  can  give  it 
etifectnally;  this  Master  is  the  God  of  the  Bible,  And  this 
brings  us  to  the  heart  of  onr  subject. 

There  is  one  point  upon  which  all  Evangelical  Cliristians  are 
unanimous :  it  ia,  that  the  Bible  sliould  form  the  comer  stone 
of  all  edncation.  We  would  all  like  to  see  it  hold  tbe  place  of 
honor  in  every  echooL    This  wish  interferes  w^ith  no  real  right, 
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provided  it  does  not  assume  the  form  of  a  leg^al  obligation. 
But  this  conviction,  that  the  school  cannot  fulfill  its  mission 
without  the  Bible,  meets  with  vigorous  opposition  from  some 
quarters.  It  is  asserted  that  the  Bible  is  not  a  proper  book  for 
youth,  for  the  reason  that  it  spreads  before  their  minds,  recitals 
of  crimes  and  immorality.  But  it  is  at  the  same  time  forgot- 
ten that  these  crimes  are  recited  as  crimes^  that  they  are  re- 
corded only  to  be  condemned,  and  that  the  uniform  moral  ten- 
dency is,  to  inculcate  the  purest  morality.  We  are  ready  to 
concede  that  it  is^  not  prudent  to  read  every  part  of  the  Bible 
indiscriminately  to  all  ages  and  under  all  circumstances.  The 
Bible  is  a  history  boldly  sincere,  depicting  man  as  he  is,  with- 
out any  lying  flattery.  Though  its  language  is  uniformly 
chaste,  it  nevertheless  holds  up  a  terrible  picture  of  onr  shame 
and  depravity.  It  does  not  clothe  evil  with  the  pernicious 
seductiveness  of  poetry,  but  it  refuses  to  cast  a  veil  over  its 
warning  reality.  Now,  this  picture  cannot  with  safety  be  of- 
fered to  childhood.  "We  do  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  say  that 
some  parts  of  the  Old  Testament  should,  in  some  cases,  be 
omitted  by  the  discreet  parent  and  teacher. 

With  these  unessential  concessions,  we  insist  that  the  school 
cannot,  by  any  means,  dispense  with  this  venerable  book. 
For  us  it  is  the  message  of  redemption  and  life.  Hence,  we 
would  wish  to  see  it  in  the  hands  of  all,  young  and  old ;  we 
consider  it  as  a  crime  against  God  and  man,  to  hinder  in  any- 
way its  general  diffusion.  To  fetter  the  Bible,  is,  to  hide  the 
truth,  to  shut  up  the  fountain  that  refreshes  the  weary  pilgrim 
of  the  desert.  For  us  who  believe  that  humanity  is  fJlen, 
there  is  no  higher  duty  than  to  hold  open  the  sacred  pages  so 
that  they  first  shall  strike  the  gaze  of  infancy,  and,  last,  the 
weary  look  of  old  age. 

But  leaving  these  generalities,  let  us  consider  the  Bible 
from  an  educational  standpoint.  And  here  we  see  its  most 
admirable  phase  How  vast  the  scheme  of  education  which  it 
unfolds  to  the  world — that  of  God  as  relating  to  his  moral  crea- 
tures !  It  takes  man  in  his  rude  infancy,  and  raises  him  to  the 
heights  of  spiritual  religion.  It  is  a  luminous  ladder  whose 
first  step  is  so  near  the  earth  that  the  child  can  easily  reach  it, 
and  whose  summit  loses  itself  in  the  infinitude  of  the  heavens. 
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In  the  Old  Testament,  calumniated  as  it  has  been,  we  discover 
the  first  condescensions  of  the  eternal  Word,  tempering  his 
glory  to  the  feeble  and  fearful  ejes  of  sinful  humanity,  and 
clothing  the  sublimest  truths  in  an  easy  popular  form.  And 
individual  infancy,  as  well  as  humanity,  has  need  of  the  ferule 
of  the  law,  has  need  of  these  earnest  portrayals  of  God's  holi- 
ness and  justice,  in  order  rightly  to  appreciate  the  grace  of  the 
Gospel.  Tlie  sight  of  Sinai,  crowned  with  its  thunders,  is  fruit- 
ful and  salutary.  It  is  well  that  the  child  should  see  in  God's 
judgments  on  his  chosen  people,  what  it  cost«  to  violate  his 
law,  and  that  it  should  feel  that  eye  which  never  sleeps,  look- 
ing down  into  the  secret  of  its,  and  ot  all  others'  hearts.  Com- 
pile Catechisms  of  moral  duty  from  Plato  and  Zeno,  from 
Marcus  Aurelius  and  Epictetus — and  the  child  will  turn  away 
with  ennui.  But  place  before  him  the  living  God,  the  God 
of  the  patriarchs,  of  Moses  and  David,  and  he  will  receive  a 
heart-conviction  that  nothing  can  eradicate.  These  serious 
conceptions,  and  these  alone,  will  give  the  young  conscience 
the  necessary  independence  and  authority. 

But  the  Old  Testament  is  only  a  preparation  for  the  New. 
It  leads,  through  its  seeming  severities  and  terrors,  directly  to 
the  centre  and  essence  of  the  perfected  Revelation — to  the 
cross  of  Jesus,  to  the  love  of  the  Father.  It  enables  us  to  see 
and  appreciate  these,  as  nothing  else  could  do.  We  are  now 
enabled  to  understand,  as  the  ancient  saints  could  not,  how 
God  can  be  just,  and  yet,  at  the  same  time,  so  merciful.  For 
we  have  now  fully  displayed  before  us,  in  the  completed  Bible, 
the  whole  plan  of  God  for  the  moral  education  of  humanity. 
Viewed  in  the  light  which  the  Gospel  casts  upon  it,  the  seem- 
ing harshness  of  the  Old  Testament  vanishes  at  once ;  and  its 
stern  and  magisterial  earnestness  appears  as  but  the  appropri- 
ate setting  for  the  gentleness  and  charity  of  Jesus.  And  I 
think  that  in  this  day  especially,  when  earnest  beliefs  and  seri- 
ous convictions  are  so  little  prevalent,  the  youth  have  great 
need  of  familiarity  with  the  masculine  and  solemn  accents  of 
the  Old  Testament. 

But  need  I  speak  of  the  New  Testament — of  its  admirable 
adaptation  for  seizing  upon,  and  moulding,  the  hearts  of  the 
young?     This  is  conceded  universally.    When  taken  in  its 
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simple  and  natural  sense,  what  conld  more  powerfnlly  stir  and 
refine  the  heart  than  familiarity  with  the  matchless  life  of 
Jesus,  his  serenity  and  tenderness,  his  tears,  his  parablcf^,  bis 
crowns  of  thorns  and  tragic  death  I  And  the  scenes  of  Lake 
Tiberias,  and  under  the  fig-tree  of  Bethany,  would  not  make 
less  happy  or  durable  impressions.  The  youth  who  has  been 
once  made  familiar  with  these  may  stray  away  into  sin,  but, 
like  the  name  of  Jesus,  as  learned  from  the  lips  of  his  mother 
by  8t.  Augustine,  they  will  be  pretty  sure,  soon  or  late,  to  call 
back  the  wanderer  to  the  fountain  of  truth.  And  the  schools 
have  no  higher  mission  than  to  continue  the  work  begun  by 
such  pious  mothers.  Let  them  engrave  the  name  of  Jesus  on 
every  young  heart  that  comes  within  their  walls. 

13ut  the  Gospel  is  admirably  adapted  to  children,  not  only 
because  of  the  moral  attractions  of  the  Redeemer,  but  also  be- 
cause it  presents  truth  under  its  most  accessible  form.  The 
young  do  not  grasp  abstract  truth  ;  they  cling  to  the  concrete 
and  living.  They  get  at  principles  only  as  couched  in  en- 
velops. The  great  instructor  of  youth  is  narrative,  history. 
And  what  is  the  Gospel  but  a  history,  in  fact  the  history  of  a 
single  person.  "  I  am  the  truth,"  said  Jesus ;  that  is,  the  truth 
was  so  fully  manifested  in  him,  that  there  is  need  but  to  have 
eyes  and  ears,  to  seize  and  retain  it.  "  He  that  hath  seen  me, 
hath  seen  the  Father."  Say  to  a  child  that  God  is  personal, 
free,  holy,  just,  and  supremely  good.  It  will  not  understand 
yon.  But  show  him  the  only  and  well-beloved  Son  of  the 
Father,  and  he  will  at  once  comprehend  the  significance  of 
divine  love.  Show  him  the  accursed  cross,  and  say  that  it  was 
thus  far  that  the  divine  love  stooped,  and  he  will  have  an  idea 
of  God  which  surpasses  all  that  philosophy  could  give  him. 
Attempt  by  the  aid  of  the  first  elements  of  psychology  to  ex- 
plain to  a  child  the  nature  of  good  and  evil,  and  your  effort 
will  be  in  vain.  But  show  him  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus, 
going  about  healing  and  consoling,  welcoming  the  poor  and 
outcast,  doing  not  his  own  will  but  that  of  the  Father,  reject- 
ing glory  and  pleasure,  and  finally  giving  up  hie  life  for 
others — and  the  child  will  know  at  once  what  holiness  and 
sin,  good  and  evil  are.  And  he  will  not  only  know  these 
things,  but  in   the  presence  of  the  Saviour    he  will  Jeel 
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hiiuBelf  a  sinner,  and  see  the  need  of  redemption.  Pre- 
sented in  a  doctrinal  form,  the  plan  of  grace  leaves  the  heart 
cold  and  indiflFerent.  Take  a  shorter  course.  Show  the  child 
redemption  in  its  concrete  form — the  life,  the  passion,  the 
death  of  Jesus.  Show  him  the  scenes  of  the  Acts — the  Holj 
Spirit  descending  upon  the  feeble  and  ignorant,  making  of 
trembling  disciples  the  heroes  and  pillars  of  the  Church, — and 
he  will  know  what  the  power  of  God  can  bring  forth  out  of 
oar  infirmities.  It  is  thus  that,  in  the  Gospel,  the  truth  stands 
forth  bright  and  living;  it  is  the  pure  and  spiritual  milk 
adapted  to  the  mind  of  childhood. 

Nor  is  there  any  compromising  adaption  in  this.  The  truth 
has  not  disguised  itself  in  legends  and  myths  to  render  itself 
accessible  to  the  simple.  There  are  not  two  Gospels,  one  for 
the  young  and  feeble,  and  the  other  for  the  sages ;  the  one  his- 
torical and  personal,  and  the  other  abstract  and  ideal.  There 
is  but  one  Gospel,  and  the  peculiar  glory  of  it  is,  that  it  pre- 
sents the  truth  as  realized  in  a  divine  person.  It  is  not  the 
cup  with  honeyed  borders  to  tempt  the  feeble  to  the  salutary 
draught.  It  is  the  food  of  adults ;  its  method  is  not  simply 
good  for  the  young,  it  is  the  one  and  sole  true  method.  It  is 
a  divine  realism  which  not  only  demonstrates  the  truth,  but 
also  places  it  before  our  eyes  all  embodied  and  aglow  with  di- 
vine life.  We  can,  therefore,  afford  to  feel  honored  by  the 
disdain  of  certain  philosophers  who  pretend  to  rise  above  our 
religion,  and  soar  to  the  realms  of  the  pure  ideal ;  we  have 
more  than  ideas  and  abstractions ;  we  have  the  ideal  perfectly 
realized.  We  sympathize  with  the  profound  word  of  Stilling, 
when,  wearied  of  vain  abstractions,  he  cried  out,  towards  the 
close  of  life  :  "Yes,  Christianity  is  a  fact." 

But  the  Bible  is  not  simply  valuable  as  the  balm  of  souls 
it  is  also  one  of  the  most  admirable  means  of  intellectual  and 
aesthetic  culture.  No  other  book  is  so  many-sided ;  it  is  his- 
tory, law,  poetry,  doctrine,  and  that  too  under  the  most  varied 
forms.  ITie  ancient  Orient  revives  to  new  life  in  its  pages; 
and  what  is  better  adapted  to  rivet  the  attention  of  old  and 
young  than  the  grand  scenes  of  patriarchal  and  desert  life,  of 
war  and  victory,  of  captivity  and  restoration  ?  It  contains  a 
perfect  and  the  only  true  philosophy  of  history,  explaining  the 
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world's  destiny  by  the  working  of  free  agencies.  What  psy- 
chology 18  to  be  compared  to  its  portrayal  of  man's  inner  and 
outer  life,  just  as  he  is  in  all  his  grandeur  and  misery  ?  And 
what  poesy  approaches  in  simplicity  and  naturalness  that  of 
David  and  Solomon?  Take  up  Pindar  or  ilomer:  vou  need 
a  vast  apparatus  of  eriidition  to  be  able  to  appreciate  them ; 
but  the  Psalms  are  appreciable  by  everybody.  Hence,  whero- 
ever  the  Bible  is  read,  it  stamps  itself  upon  the  national  spirit, 
giving  birth  to  a  refined  taste,  cultivating  the  sentiment  of 
the  dignity  of  man,  and  awakening  all  the  powers  of  the  soul 
to  vigorous  and  harmonious  action.  Let  the  Bible,  therefore, 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  all.  It  must  go  into  the  school;  no 
school  from  which  it  is  banished  can  accomplish  its  mission. 
We  not  only  desire  that  it  shall  be  read  as  a  part  of  worship; 
we  desire  that  it  be  made  the  very  centre  of  education, — that 
from  which  all  proceeds  and  to  which  all  is  referred — the  soul 
of  mental  training,  the  daily  bread. 

Our  conviction  on  this  point  is  clear :  the  school  without  the 
Bible  is  the  school  without  a  soul ;  or  more  truly,  it  is  the 
school  materialized  and  deprived  of  the  most  effectual  instru- 
ment of  accomplishing  its  proper  purpose.  But  a  new  ques- 
tion here  rises  before  us.  Should  the  Bible  be  placed,  by  law^ 
in  all  our  schools,  and  especially  in  those  supported  by  the 
State,  or  should  there  be  guaranteed  on  this  subject  an  abso- 
lute liberty?  On  this  point  good  and  Christian  men  may 
differ.  I  must,  therefore,  examine  this  grave,  social  problem 
with  all  possible  candor,  if  I  would  not  incur  the  charge  of 
slighting  the  most  delicate  phase  of  my  subject. 

This  problem  is  new  and  peculiar,  like  the  times  in  which 
we  live.  A  century  ago  it  would  not  have  been  thought  of; 
for,  the  whole  social  fabric  of  ancient  Europe  was  based  on  an 
intimate  alliance  of  things  spiritual  and  temporal.  It  was  the 
period  of  State  religions !  Doubtless,  many  breaches  had 
already  been  made  in  that  social  edifice  in  which  the  throne 
was  supported  by  the  altar.  The  breath  of  free  thought  had 
penetrated  those  fissures  ;  it  was  as  impossible  to  check  it  as  to 
beat  back  the  wind ;  unbelief  had  sapped  more  than  one  social 
custom ;  still  the  external  ancient  form  of  things  continued 
nevertheless.     The  civil  power  was  the  guardian  and  soldier  of 
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the  official  faith.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  the  school  belonged 
exclue'ively  to  the  spiritaal  power;  it  was  given  over  to  it  as 
its  reserved  field  to  be  cultivated  as  it  saw  fit.  Public  instruc- 
tion from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  grade  was  the  prerogative 
of  the  clergy.  Laymen  taught  only  by  their  sufferance ;  each 
church  imposed  its  whole  Gredo^  and  taught  its  catechism  by 
authority.  But  this  system  was  often  a  poor  success.  Voltaire 
and  the  Encyclopedists  graduated  from  the  colleges  of  the 
Jesuits!  The  eighteenth  century,  though  an  emancipated  sou, 
was,  still,  a  son  of  the  Church ;  it  had  drunk  her  milk,  and  set 
out  in  life  under  her  leading-strings. 

But  in  our  day  all  is  changed.  Save  \\\  Russia,  Spain,  and 
the  Papal  States,  state  religions  have  little  hold  in  the  world. 
Austria  is  in  process  of  throwing  off  hers.  No  one  now  claiuis 
that  government  schools  should  be  connected  with  the  church, 
and  for  the  simple  reason,  that  there  is  no  longer  one  sole 
church,  all  forms  of  belief  having  equal  rights  of  existence  in 
the  same  country.  It  would  be  a  flagrant  injustice  to  give 
preponderance  to  one  church  at  the  expense  of  others,  espe- 
cially in  a  sphere  which  has  to  do  with  immature  minds  which 
can  be  biassed  at  will.  Such  a  course  would  violate  the  most 
sacred  of  parental  rights.  We  must  leave  to  ultramontane 
presumption  the  iniquity  of  seizing  on  the  young  generation  to 
stamp  it,  whether  or  no,  with  its  fatal  effigy.  This*  system  does 
not,  like  Christ,  invite  the  children  to  come ;  it  siezes  upon 
them,  declaring  that  its  rights  are  absolute.  Now,  any  Pro- 
testant church  which  should  raise  such  claims,  would  deny  its 
own  first  principle;  under  pretext  of  prescrvii.g  its  creed,  it 
wonld  sacrifice  the  spirit,  without  which  the  creed  is  but  an 
empty  husk.  And  more,  it  would  be  certain  of  defeat,  for  on 
the  field  of  authority  no  church  can  rival  the  organic  power  of 
Romanism.  There  is  no  system  so  admirable  as  this,  when 
the  object  is  to  crush  out  human  individuality. 

But  it  is  said,  the  question  is  not  as  to  subjecting  the  schools 
to  an  ecclesiastical  Tegime^  but  simply  as  to  causing  to  be 
taught  in  them  those  primary  principles  which  form  the  basis 
of  all  religion.  In  this  view  of  the  matter,  has  not  the  State 
the  right  of  making  of  the  Bible  the  first  reading  book  in  its 
institutions  %    To  answer  this,  we  must  go  back  to  first  princi- 
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pies.  We  insist  on  the  most  absolute  liberty  in  matters  of  in- 
struction. We  reject  with  our  whole  soul  all  educational 
monopoly.  Notliing  could  be  more  tyrannical  than  the  pre- 
tension of  the  State  to  be  the  sole  instructor.  We  claim,  there- 
fore, the  most  perfect  liberty  of  founding  and  multiplying 
schools  alongside  of  the  government  schools.  Every  church, 
every  phase  of  belief,  should  be  allowed  to  have  and  teach  its 
school  on  the  sole  condition  that  it  does  not  violate  public  mo- 
rality and  order.  These  conditions  once  conceded,  the  ques- 
tion before  us  loses  much  of  its  importance.  Should  the  State 
not  impose  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  public  schools,  then 
those  dissatisfied  with  this  system  will  establish  and  resort  to 
private  schools.  And,  in  fact,  it  will  always  have  to  come  to 
this,  where  a  seriously-religious  education  is  desired.  The 
reading  of  Scripture  passages,  or  the  giving  of  moral  lectures 
bv  worldly  teachers  is  of  little  avail.  We  are,  therefore,  forced 
to  look  to  select  and  denominational  institutions,  to  comple- 
ment the  inherent  defects  of  public  schools.  Nor  need  it  be 
said  that  this  will  incur  too  much  expense.  No  expense  ia 
great  when  conscience  is  at  stake.  And  earnest  convictions 
ask  only  for  perfect  liberty ;  they  will  readily  and  gladly  find 
the  means  and  found  the  schools. 

We  are  now  able  to  face  our  question  without  the  least  hesi- 
tation. Ought  the  State  officially  to  decree  that  the  Bible  shall 
be  the  basis  of  the  instruction  given  in  its  schools  ?  We  do 
not  think  so.  And  to  justify  ourselves,  we  need  only  resort  to 
the  great  principles  which,  in  our  opinion,  should  regulate  the 
relations  of  the  spiritual  power.  I  reject  most  positively  the 
notion  of  the  Christian  state,  by  which  I  mean  a  State  that 
assumes  to  interfere  directly  in  religious  matters — to  support 
one  doctrine,  and  impose  more  or  less  its  practice.  The  notion 
of  the  so-called  Chriaticm  State  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  pagan 
notion  of  the  State,  for  it  includes  one  of  the  worst  features 
of  paganism,  the  absorption  of  the  individual  conscience  in 
that  of  the  public. 

The  State  shows  its  respect  for  Christianity  by  fixing  the 
boundaries  of  the  domain  of  law  at  the  precise  line  where  the 
domain  of  conscience  begins.  It  should  guarantee  liberty  to 
religion,  but  further  than  this  it  should  not  go.     The  State,  in 
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the  Christian  sense  of  the  word,  is  the  State  which  abstains 
from  meddling  with  what  does  not  belong  to  it,  which  leaves 
to  God  that  which  is  God's ;  and  whatever  appertains,  nearly 
or  remotely,  to  belief  and  worship,  is  the  reserved  domain  of 
God.  Such  are  the  principles  which  must  settle  the  great 
question  before  os,  a  question  which  the  circumstances  of  the 
age  invest  with  unprecedented  importance.  The  State  is 
everywhere  in  the  presence  of  different  religious  forms.  No 
one  has  precedence  of  another  in  point  of  right  or  law,  the 
quality  of  citizen  being  absolutely  independent  of  the  religious 
profession.  And,  alas  I  we  must  also  take  account  of  those 
who  reject  all  religion.  The  State,  as  State,  should  not  favor 
any  one  of  these  opinions  or  beliefs.  Now,  this  is  precisely 
what  it  would  do,  should  it  impose  in  its  schools  any  form  of 
religious  instruction.  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the  Bible  is  the 
common  basis  of  all  Christianity ;  this  would  be  to  forget  that 
thei*e  is,  between  the  great  branches  of  the  Church,  a  radical 
difference  of  method  as  to  the  use  of  the  sacred  book.  Catholo- 
cism  does  not  concede  the  reading  of  the  Bible,  save  under 
its  own  guidance.  And  Jews  could  not  desire  their  children 
to  hear  the  Gospel.  And  there  are  many  phases  of  unbelief, 
which,  however,  groundless,  would  yet  have  a  right,  from  a 
political  standpoint,  to  object  to  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in 
the  government  schools.  This  unbelief,  this  prejudice,  cannot 
be  iofuored.  The  State  has  not  even  the  right  to  criticise  them, 
much  less  to  violate  them  ;  for  this  would  be  to  trample  under 
foot  the  rights  of  many  families.  Speak  not  of  the  necessity 
of  saving  the  soul  of  the  child,  for  this  would  open  free  course 
to  inquisitorial  tyranny.  From  this  standpoint  the  canton  of 
Appenzell  would  be  right  in  compelling  Baptists  to  suffer  their 
infants  to  be  baptised ;  and  Rome  would  be  right  in  kidnap- 
ing Jewish  children,  to  save  them  from  being  led  by  their 
parents  to  hell.  The  moment  you  infringe  on  the  rights  of 
the  family,  you  open  the  gate  to  all  iniquities.  In  presuming 
to  save  souls,  aside  from  the  practice  of  simple  justice,  we 
apply  to  religion  the  iniquitous  system  of  the  public  safety. 
The  interests  of  the  soul  are  so  paramount,  that  the  moment 
we  sacrifice  to  them  a  single  right,  there  is  no  possibility  of 
stopping.     The  very  first  step  is  in  itself  fetal. 
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We  have  as  yet  looked  at  the  question  only  in  the  interest 
of  the  learners ;  bat  there  is  another  conscience  concerned,  that 
of  the  teacher.  Certainly  it  were  to  be  hoped  that  he  would 
have  the  proper  religious  spirit.  But  the  Stale  cannot  presume 
to  judge  of  and  exact  these  qualifications,  under  pain  of  med- 
dling with  the  conscience.  It  may  require  of  its  employees 
knowledge  and  outward  morality,  but  not  religion  proper,  nor 
even  any  definite  religious  belief  Now,  it  would  be  degrading 
and  tyrannical  to  ask  of  teachers  to  read  ^  book  in  which  they 
do  not  believe ;  and  the  effect  of  such  hollow  reading  would  be 
equally  unfortunate  on  the  pupil. 

But  aside  from  all  these  considerations,  the  State  has  no 
right  to  impose  the  Bible  on  the  public  schools ;  for  in  so  doing 
it  takes  a  positive  position  on  the  religious  questi'»n,  it  chooses 
among  the  different  religious  theories  and  sects,  it  intervenes 
in  the  domain  of  conscience ;  that  is,  in  our  opinion,  it  steps 
entirely  outside  of  its  own  sphere — for  it  has  no  competency 
to  interfere  with  the  relations  of  the  soul  to  God.  Mark  well, 
that  if  you  once  admit  to  it  this  right  when  it  favors  your  sect 
or  party,  you  cannot  complain  when  it  favors  another  sect, 
(Romanism  or  Atheism).  But  to  take  another  view,  the  State 
must  be  a  government  of  some  kind,  absolute,  limited,  repub- 
lican. If  it  may  impose  the  Bible  on  the  public  schools,  it  may, 
likewise,  as  has  been  done  in  Spain,  proscribe  it,  or  it  may 
impose  upon  them  some  Positivist  catechism  denying  the  ex- 
istence of  the  soul  and  God.  It  will,  then,  do  wrong,  you  may 
say.  Very  well !  it  will  do  wrong,  in  point  of  truth.  Still  it 
will  only  use  the  right  which  you  have  conceded  to  it,  of  de- 
cidinfi;  the  religious  question  ;  and  you  cannot  expect  it  to 
decide  it  otherwise  than  as  to  it  shall  seem  good.  The  only 
and  sole  means  of  averting  this  danger  is,  absolutely  to  refuse  to 
it  the  right  to  tread  upon  the  sphere  of  conscience.  Say  to  it : 
Thus  far  but  no  farther;  levy  taxes,  regulate  civil  and  public 
life,  but  cross  not  this  sacred  limit.  This  noli  me  tangere  of 
religion  is  its  only  safeguard. 

Say  not  that  we  indulge  in  groundless  fears.  The  school  is 
becoming  more  and  more  the  rallying  point  of  the  different 
parties ;  for  all  know  that  he  who  controls  the  children  is  the 
master  of  society.    Call  to  mind  what  actually  took  place  at 
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the  congress  of  'Bern ;  with  what  passionate  earnestness  athe- 
istic Positivistii  claimed  its  right  to  sieze  upon  youth  and 
stamp  tliem  with  its  own  doctrines.  Should  the  power  ever 
fall  into  the  hands  of  these  unbelievers,  it  is  very  evident 
what  they  would  do.  Doubtless  they  would  sever  the  Church 
from  the  State,  but  it  would  only  be  to  unite  all  the  closer 
with  it  the  school,  in  order  to  make  it  a  hot-bed  of  Positivism 
and  Materialism.  Full  of  inward  contempt  for  liberty,  these 
self-styled  free-thinkers  would  impose  their  godless  catechism 
upon  our  children  by  law.  Let  us  not  open  the  way  for  them 
by  imposing  ours ;  nor  give  them  the  fatal  example  of  violating 
a  single  conscientious  scruple.  And  it  is  not  only  prudence 
that  dictates  these  counsels ;  they  are  also  the  dictate  of  jus- 
tice. 

Thus,  in  conclusion,  wo  do  not  believe  that  the  State  has 
the  right  to  require  by  law  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the 
schools  which  it  controls ;  but  it  has  not  the  right  to  forbid  it. 
It  should  remain  neutral,  by  leaving  the  teacher  to  follow  his 
own  conscience,  at  the  same  time  consulting  the  preference  of 
the  parents  A  knowledge  of  sacred  history  should  be  required 
in  all  public  examinations;  for,  that  so  important  a  page  in 
general  history  should  bo  understood,  is  a  dictate  of  simple 
science.  But  the  State  may  not  go  further.  But  if  it  be  t»b- 
jected  that  such  public  scliools  will  only  furnish  a  very  defec- 
tive education,  we  admit  it.  We  see  in  it  aiiother  reason  for 
founding  competing  schools.  Perhaps  the  English  system  is 
preferable  in  this  respect.  There,  the  State  has  no  scliools  of 
its  own ;  but  it  grants  aid  to  such  as  cio  exist  and  conform  to 
certain  conditions.  These  grants  may  amount  to  an  immense 
sum.  Thus  the  schools  might  have  all  necessary  help,  and 
what  is  equally  important,  the  requisite  liberty.  I  think  the 
solution  of  the  school  question  lies  in  this  dii*ection. 

Such,  then,  is  one  of  the  great  questions  of  the  age ;  and 
such  is  the  only  answer  we  can  give  it.  It  places  us  in  the 
presence  of  the  sublimest  duties  and  the  most  imminent  perils 
of  the  times.  How  it  is  decided,  will  determine  whether  the 
in-rushing  tide  of  popular  sovereignty  is  to  turn  to  the  weal  or 
the  woe  of  the  world.  Now,  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  undeniable 
that  a  spirit  of  impiety  is  tending  to  lay  hold  on  the  masses. 
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And  when  the  government  of  nations  falls  into  the  hands  of 
an  unbelieving  multitude,  it  is  impossible  to  overdraw  the 
deplorable  consequences.  To  conjure  these  perils,  two  radi- 
call3'-oppo8ed  systems  present  themselves — the  ftystem  of 
authority  and  the  system  of  moral  liberty,  the  system  of  state 
churches  and  legislated  religion,  and  the  system  of  free  chnrches 
and  free  state,  free  schools  and  free  conscience.  For  our  part, 
the  choice  is  not  diflScult  to  make.  The  system  of  authority  is 
long  ago  condemned  by  its  own  fruits :  its  tyranny,  its  perse- 
cutions, its  inquisitions,  its  now  dying  state  churches,  and  its 
impotency  to  reform  the  masses — its  whole  past  record  in  fact 
forbid  us  to  put  our  hopes  in  it.  Our  hope  is  in  liberty — in 
liberty  and  the  almightiness  of  the  troth  when  allowed  fair 
play.  Give  us  the  liberty  of  teaching  and  writing — the  liberty 
of  proclaiming  and  defending  the  truth,  and  we  fear  not  for 
the  incoming  into  power  of  the  masses  The  Gospel  can  trans- 
form them,  the  truth  can  banish  their  errors, — but  only  on 
condition  of  absolute  liberty,  liberty  on  the  part  of  those  who 
proclaim  it,  and  liberty  on  the  part  of  those  who  oppose  it. 
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Articlb  vin.— president  Mccosh's  logic. 

The  Laws  of  Discursive  Thought :  being  a  text-iook  of  For- 
mal Logic,  By  James  McCosh,  LL.  D.,  President  of  New 
Jersey  College,  Princeton  ;  formerly  Professor  of  Logic  and 
Metaphysics,  Queen's  College,  Belfast.  New  York :  Robert 
Carter  &  Brothers,  1870.     12mo.  pp.  xix.  212. 

It  is  well  remarked  by  Dr.  McCosh  in  the  preface  to  his 
work  that  *'  the  lingering  life  maintained  by  that  old  Aristo- 
telian and  scholastic  logic,  in  spite  of  the  ridicule  poured  upon 
it  by  nearly  all  the  fresh  thinkers  of  Europe  for  two  or  three 
centuries  after  the  revival  of  letters,  is  an  extraordinary  fact 
in  the  history  of  philosophy."  We  think  that  the  fact  can  be 
partially  accounted  for,  as  he  says,  "  by  suppoMng  that  the 
syllogism  is  substantially  the  correct  analysis  of  the  process 
which  passes  through  the  mind  in  reasoning."  But  beyond 
this,  we  think  it  can  hardly  be  questioned  that  this  remarkable 
pertinacity  of  life  in  logic  is  owing  mainly  to  the  instinctive 
demands  of  the  human  mind,  when  once  it  has  awaked  to  the 
desire  of  knowledge,  that  there  be  given  to  it  a  knowledge  of 
itself,  so  far  at  least  as  concerns  the  properties  and  laws  of  its 
own  action.  If  we  can  know  what  thought  is ;  if  we  can  in 
any  way  learn  what  are  the  marks  of  legitimate  and  valid 
thought,  how  it  can  be  recognized,  how  empty  pretensions  to 
knowledge  can  be  detected  and  exposed,  how  the  steps  to 
knowledge  can  be  guided  and  facilitated,  how  attained  know- 
ledge can  be  tested  and  assured,  certainly  it  is  a  most  desirable 
knowledge,  and  the  fact  that  the  science  which  professes  to  be 
the  revealer  of  this  knowledge  has  survived  the  assaults  of  the 
bitterest  hostility  raises  a  fair  presumption  that  this  know- 
ledge is  attainable  as  no  one  can  question  that  it  is  desirable. 
An  instinct  so  strong  has  the  Creator's  warrant  to  seek  with 
the  sure  confidence  of  finding.  The  search  may  be  long,  but 
it  shall  triumph. 
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Who  lias  a4nght  to  question  the  possibility  and  worth  of 
such  science?  Not  the  lover  of  science,  certainly;  for  what 
rational  ground  has  he  for  seeking  knowled<re  if  he  canned 
know  whether  he  knows  ?  He  may  reasonably  reject  arrogant 
pretensions  to  a  science  of  thought.  He  may  reject  erroneous 
or  imperfect  expositions  of  the  nature  and  laws  of  thought 
But  to  ridicnle  an  honest  effort  to  investigate  what  true  know- 
ledge and  worthy  thought  are,  or  to  ridicnle  a  science  of 
thought  as  in  itself  unworthy,  savors  of  an  arrogance,  and 
presumption,  and  narrowness,  that  is  itself  most  ridiculooa 
Men  may,  in  overweening  estimate  of  the  higher  importance 
and  dignity  of  their  own  pursuits,  underrate  any  other  science 
or  calling  and  be  pardoned  in  the  interest  of  human  weakness. 
But  it  is  too  late  in  the  age  of  the  world  and  of  human  pro- 
gress to  di  cry  science  in  any  department  of  knowledge  on  any 
other  ground  than  that  of  imperfection.  We  have  had  ranch 
of  this  in  the  recent  times.  Men  in  every  department  of  hu- 
man pursuit,  from  the  agriculturist  up  to  the  orator,  critic  and 
poet,  have  scouted  scientific  expositions  of  the  [jrinciples  of 
art.  Instinct,  genius,  tact,  with  the  casual  crumbs  of  intelli- 
gence that  can  be  picked  up  under  the  tables  of  orderly  spread 
science,  are  enough  for  them ;  systematic  knowledge  only 
cumbers  and  hampers.  But  reason  and  common  sense  have 
succeeded  in  most  quarters  in  exposing  this  shallowness  and 
narrowness.  The  grand  truth  is  that  all  human  culture,  as 
all  rational  activity,  must  proceed  in  intelligence;  and  the 
more  full  and  perfect  that  intelligence,  the  higher  and  more 
perfect  will  be  the  attainment.  We  have  only  to  place  side 
by  side  with  this  fundamental  principle  another  truth  equally 
undeniable,  that  all  art,  all  eminence  in  human  effort,  is  as 
dependent  on  practice  as  upon  knowledge.  The  acquisition 
of  intelligence  must  not  displace  active  endeavor,  but  ever 
guide  and  foster  it. 

Logic  professes  to  be  a  science  of  thought.  It  claims  that 
there  are  principles  which  underlie  all  thought,  to  which 
thought  must  conform  or  be  abortive.  It  claims  tliat  these 
principles  may  be  ascertained  and  scientifically  unfolded.  It 
claims  that  a  practical  knowledge  of  these  principles  is  as  ee- 
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sential  to  the  perfection  of  the  thinker  as  a  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  principles  of  mnsic  to  eminent  musical  skill,  as  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  processes  in  any  art  to  any  great 
snccess  in  that  art ;  that  althongh  a  great  mind  may  achieve 
great  results  in  thought  witliont  systematic  training  in  the 
processes  of  thought,  jnst  as  great  musicians  have  appeared 
who  have  never  opened  a  musical  primer,  in  this  age  of  the 
world  it  is  as  preposterous  to  expect  high  intellectual  skill  or 
in  fact  high  intellectual  culture  generally,  without  some  prac- 
tical acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  thought  as  the  product 
of  the  intelligence,  as  to  expect  a  Mozart  or  a  Beethoven  with 
no  systematic  training  in  the  principles  of  music.  If  logic 
can  make  its  claims  to  appear  valid,  if  it  can  show  that  a 
science  of  human  thought  can  be  constructed  which  shall  so 
exhibit  its  nature,  its  laws,  its  forms,  that  it  may  surely  be 
known  what  is  sound  and  legitimate  thought,  and  that  practi- 
cal thinking  may  proceed  intelligently  and  surely,  it  is  a 
science  worthy  to  be  honored  and  also  worthy  to  be  studied 
in  all  intellectual  culture. 

The  present  is  an  age  of  unwonted  intellectual  activity.  It 
is  characterized  by  being  specialized  to  a  wide  diversity  of 
pursuit.  A  nattiral  consequence  is  that  science  at  this  time  is 
characteristically  isolated  and  exclusive;  that  it  is  arrogant 
and  pretentious  in  respect  of  its  own  field  and  work,  and  dis- 
dainful and  contemptuous  in  respect  of  others.  This  great 
evil  to  scientific  culture  generally  is  to  be  attributed  mainly, 
we  believe,  to  the  general  exclusion  of  logical  studies  from  our 
seats  of  education  and  means  of  intellectual  training.  A  true 
science  of  thought  is  the  one  adequate  bond  of  the  sciences. 
It  is  the  indispensable  condition  of  the  harmonizing  of  the  di- 
vers sciences,  as  it  is  the  condition  (»f  that  cordial  respect  and 
courtesy  which  ought  to  reign  between  all  classes  of  true 
thinkers  and  scholars,  and  which  will  bring  them  together  in 
helpful  intercourse  and  sympathy. 

Particularly  is  the  present  age  of  science  characterized  by  a 
predominance  of  observation  over  reflecti'»n.  One  would 
think  from  the  general  tendency  in  this  direction  that  science 
was  little  else  than  gathering  of  facts.  So  it  has  come  to  pass 
that  a  fresh  discovery  gives  warrant  for  any  inference, — ^for  any 
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theory.  In  troth,  the  theory  is  held  of  little  account ;  it  i8 
only  valuable  for  the  sake  of  facts,  as  helping  to  further  dis- 
coveries or  to  easier  recollection.  That  facts  should  be  valued 
mainly  for  the  principles  they  reveal,  modem  scientism  conld 
hardly  understand,  much  less  believe.  The  cause  of  this  moat 
unscientific  tendency  is  to  be  found,  we  believe,  mainly  in  the 
fact  that  the  attention  has  been  turned  away  from  all  criteria 
of  valid  thinking,  indeed  from  all  inquiry  as  to  what  com  ti- 
tutes  true  thought  and  makes  it  valid  and  valuable.  The  most 
superficial  glance  over  the  divers  fields  of  recent  science,  so 
called,  while  it  discovers  marvelous  activity  and  keenness  in 
observing,  discovers  also  the  wildest  theorizing,  the  widest 
contradictions  in  results,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  con- 
temptuous indifference  for  these  contradictory  results  in  other 
fields.  Assuredly  the  times  call  for  an  exposition  of  the  nature 
and  principles  of  true  thought,  of  worthy  science.  We  are  in 
danger  from  the  want  of  this  of  running  off  into  the  wildest 
skepticism  and  the  most  superficial  yet  most  arrogant  scien- 
tism. 

We  rejoice,  therefore,  in  the  assurance  which  Dr.  McCosh 
gives  us,  that  for  a  time  back  ^^  Logic  has  had  a  greater  amount 
of  interest  collected  around  it  in  Great  Britain  than  any  other, 
mental  science,  and  has  become  incorporated  with  the  freshest 
and  brightest  thought  of  the  country."  We  rejoice  in  this 
contribntion  which  he  himself  has  made  to  the  study  of  the 
science ;  and  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  occasion  which  its  pub- 
lication gives  of  making  it,  so  far  as  we  can,  serviceable  to  the 
interests  of  the  science  of  which  he  has  in  this  volume  testified 
his  high  appreciation.  He  will  welcome,  in  this  regard  for 
the  science,  any  suggestions  which  the  pernsal  of  his  volume 
may  prompt,  looking  towards  a  farther  advancement  of  the 
science,  even  altliough  he  may  not  be  able  to  yield  !  is  un- 
qualified assent  and  approval  to  their  soundness  and  correct- 
ness. 

We  propose  to  demonstrate,  and  chiefly  from  admissions  and 
teachings  which  Dr.  McCosh  has  actually  incorporated  into 
his  volume  in  accordance  with  the  best  logical  authorities,  that 
there  is  a  true  science  of  logic  attainable,  and  that  we  have 
now  the  materials  and  conditions  generally  for  such  a  science ; 
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that  a  true  science  of  logic  must  be  one  that  will  expound  the 
natare^  the  laws,  the  forms  of  all  valid  thought ;  and  that  such 
a  science  must  by  every  thinker  be  recognized  as  of  sovereign 
absolute  authority  thoughout  the  whole  domain  of  thought : 
that  hence  it  is  an  indispensable  condition  of  any  assured  scien- 
tific progress  as  it  is  an  indispensable  instrument  of  any  com- 
plete intellectual  culture.  We  shall  in  this  indicate  wherein 
this  volume,  as  well  as  other  logical  contributions  to  Anglo- 
British  literature^  are  chiefly  defective.  It  is  proper  to  remark 
here  that  Dr.  McCosh  formally  avows  that  he  is  not  sufficient- 
ly acquainted  with  logical  treatises  in  Anglo-American  litera- 
ture to  undertake  a  criticism  of  them.  It  is  proper  to  add  to 
this  remark,  that  Anglo-American  logical  literature  presents 
three  dominant  tendencies  and  characteristics.  We  have, 
first,  treatises  of  the  general  Anglo-British  a  posteriori  type ; 
we  have  also  the  proper  Hegelian  logic ;  and  we  have,  third- 
ly, the  a  priori  treatment  of  the  science.  Our  American  lit- 
erature has  abounded  with  recent  offerings  in  this  department 
of  science.  The  fact  as  concurrent  with  the  vigorous  revival 
of  the  study  in  Great  Britain,  we  notice  as  of  significant  and 
happy  augury. 

"  Logic,"  says  Dr.  McOosh,  "  may  be  defined  as  the  Science 
of  the  Laws  of  Discursive  Thought*'  This  definition  do^  net 
differ  materially  from  the  definitions  given  by  the  other  Brit- 
ish logicians.  Thompson,  in  his  ^^  Laws  of  Thought,"  defines 
pure  logic  to  be  "  a  science  of  the  necessary  laws  of  thought" 
Dr.  Hansel,  in  his  ^Trolegomena  Logica,"  follows  Kant  in  treat- 
ing logic  as  ^^  the  science  of  the  laws  of  formal  thinking."  Sir 
William  Hamilton  defines  logic  as  '^  the  science  of  the  laws  of 
thought  as  thought."  All  aspree  in  defining  the  immediate 
object-matter  of  the  logic  to  be  laws.  The  questions  at  once 
arise:  what  is  meant  by  Zat^^Z  Whence  are  these  la/ws  de- 
rived to  the  science!  What  must  be  the  method  of  a  science 
which  proposes  Iomb  for  its  immediate  object-matter  t 

The  term  lanjos^  as  here  used,  obviously  suggests  the  idea  of 
arbitrary  prescription  as  dominant  over  thought  only  in  a  re- 
mote and  indirect  way.  It  does  not  compel  us  to  imagine 
that  the  sovereign  of  all  thinking  natures  has  drawn  up  a  code 
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of  laws  founded  on  his  own  will,  a  code  to  be  songht  ontside 
of  thinking  itself,  by  which  such  natures  are  to  govern  them- 
selves or  be  held  to  certain  imposed  penalties.  It  points  us 
rather  to  certain  properties  or  attributes  of  thought  which  are 
essential  to  its  being ;  attributes  which  must  enter  into  and 
mark  all  intellectual  activity  in  order  that  there  may  be  any 
true  thinking.  These  essential  attributes  of  thought  are  the 
laws  of  thought.  If  we  would  search  for  the  laws  of  thought, 
therefore,  we  are  to  search  for  the  essential  attributes  of 
thought. 

The  definition  implies  that  there  are  such  laws — such  essen- 
tial attributes ;  and  the  very  attempt  to  construct  a  logical 
science  implies  not  only  that  these  attributes  are  discoverable, 
bat  that  they  have  already  been  discovered,  at  least  to  a  par- 
tial extent,  and  distinctly  recognized. 

Further,  these  laws  or  essential  attributes  can  be  learned 
only  from  the  investigation  of  thought  itself.  They  are  not 
revealed  in  any  supernatural  way.  They  are  not  to  be  found 
in  anything  extraneous  to  thought.  They  are  to  be  found 
only  by  a  careful  observation  of  what  takes  place  in  thinking. 
No  one  can  question  the  correctness  of  Hamilton's  statement, 
that  ^'  the  empirical  observation  of  the  phenomena  necessarily 
precedes  their  speculative  analysis."  It  only  surprises  us  that 
in  the  full  light  of  this  truth,  Hamilton  should  have  accepted 
his  laws  of  thought  not  at  all  from  any  direct  examination  of 
the  phenomena  of  thinking,  but  should  have  contented  himself 
with  accepting  them  as  they  are  arbitrarily  given  by  certain 
writers.  As  thus  laid  down,  they  appear  stripped  of  all  claims 
to  authority.  Only  as  they  are  shown  to  be  the  essential  attri- 
butes of  thought  have  they  any  right  to  be  recognized  as 
laws. 

Once  more :  if  logic  19  a  science  of  the  laws  of  thought,  then 
it  is  clear  that  the  method  of  the  science  can  be  only  in  the 
unfolding  of  those  laws.  An  enumeration  of  phenomena  is 
not  a  science  of  laws.  Insofar  as  laws  are  evolved  from  the 
phenomena,  insofar  as  these  laws  are  modified  in  their  appli- 
cation to  phenomena,  which  here  are  only  the  forms  of  thought 
as  they  appear  in  language,  phenomena  come  into  oonsidera* 
tion  in  a  science  of  laws,  and  no  farther. 
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Hero  is  to  be  found  a  fatal  deficiency  in  all  the  logical  trea- 
tises mentioned.  In  Dr.  McGosh's  treatise  more  than  in  the 
others,  the  laws  of  thought  are  exhibited  only  in  the  most  inci- 
dental way.  Most  astonishing  is  it  that  after  setting  forth  this 
definition  of  logic  as  concerning  itself  with  laws,  and  laws 
alone,  instead  of  following  this  lead,  he  drops  laws  iVom  sight, 
and  only  at  the  very  end  of  his  book  gives  the  enumeration 
with  the  strangely  unscientific  introduction :  "  tAey  are  such 
as  the  fdllowvn^.^^  lie  enumerates  eight  fundamental  laws ; 
but  we  know  not  why  he  stops  here ; — why  the  number  may 
not  be  increased  indefinitely.  They  are  enumerated  with  no 
indication  of  their  grounds  or  of  their  relation  to  one  another. 
They  are  not  so  much  as  coordinated ;  and  consequently  there 
is  no  science  of  them,  even  in  the  lowest  and  loosest  sense 
of  that  term.  Of  course,  as  thus  presented,  they  have  no 
claim  to  authority.  They  are  unw^^rthy,  indeed,  of  the  name 
of  laws.  A  logic  which  is  but  a  science  of  laws  so  presented, 
is  of  little  worth  for  disciplining  or  for  validating  thought. 

There  is  in  this  treatment  of  logic  a  retrogression  from  Ham- 
ilton, who  at  least  recogui2red  the  fundamental  laws  of  thought 
at  the  outset  and  actually  applied  them  to  the  general  forms 
or  products  of  thought,  however  imperfectly  and  immethodi- 
cally. 

Bat  the  term  lai€s  imports  universality  and  necessity.  That 
there  are  laws  of  thought  implies  that  if  those  laws  are  ob- 
served in  thinking,  the  thought  or  the  product  is  valid ;  it 
mnst  be  accepted  as  true  thought  In  other  words,  the  pro- 
ducts of  thought  which  have  in  their  production  been  con- 
formed throughout  to  the  laws  of  thought,  are  necessary 
thoughts : — are  thoughts  which  mind  as  mind,  universal  mind, 
must  of  necessity  accept  as  true  thoughts.  To  deny  them,  to 
question  th^n,  is  to  abnegate  all  power  to  distinguish  truth 
from  error.  And  precisely  here  we  find  the  great  worth  of  a 
true  logical  science.  It  teaches  us  what  is  necessary  in  thought, 
and  enables  us  to  discriminate  it  from  what  is  contingent,  pos- 
sible, or  probable.  Thinking,  governed  by  the  laws  of  thought, 
necessitates  conviction  in  every  free  intelligence.  Whatever 
of  contingency  comes  into  a  product  of  rightly  conducted 
thinking,  of  thinking  governed  throughout  by  the  laws  of 
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thought,  must  come  from  the  matter  about  which  thought  is 
employed.  It  is  one  of  the  great  utilities  of  a  true  logical  sci- 
ence that  it  enables  us  at  once  to  discriminate  the  neoessary 
which  belongs  to  the  thinking  irom  the  contingent  which  be- 
longs only  to  the  matter  of  thought. 

Hence  arises  the  indispensable  necessity  in  a  logical  system 
of  so  unfolding  the  laws  of  thought  that  not  only  those  laws 
shall  be  shown  to  be  veritable  laws,  founded  in  the  very  nature 
or  attributes  of  thought,  but  also  be  applied  to  every  generic 
form  of  thought  which  appears  in  human  experience. 

In  the  next  place,  the  definitions  agree  in  recognising 
thought  as  the  sole  object-matter  of  logic — thought,  however, 
as  has  been  indicated,  only  in  respect  to  the  laws  which  govern 
it.  We  are  led  to  inquire  what  is  meant  by  thought  in  the 
definition.  The  term  is  used  in  varying  latitudes  of  meaning. 
Prof.  De  Morgan  makes  it  include  ^^  all  mental  action,''  even 
"  that  lower  degree  which  appears  to  be  possible  by  brutes." 
Dr.  Hansel  would  have  us  believe  that  ^'  logic  is  exclusively 
concerned  with  thought,  and  thought  is  exclusively  concerned 
with  concepts."  Hamilton  is  more  restrictive  in  the  use  of  the 
term*  With  him  thought  is  ^^  the  cognition  of  one  thing  by 
the  cognition  of  another  thing ;"  it  is  accordingly  the  act  ^*of 
the  understanding  properly  so  called,  that  is,  of  the  faculty  of 
comparison,  or  that  which  is  distinguished  as  the  elaborative 
or  discursive  faculty."  Dr.  McCosh  uses  the  term  in  a  wider 
sense  to  include  all  cognitions  and  distinguishes  it  into  two 
kinds : — intuitive  thought  and  discursive  thought  Logic  con- 
siders only  the  discursive  acts  of  the  mind.  He  thus  agrees 
with  Hamilton  in  limiting  the  province  of  logic  to  the  acts  or 
products  of  the  discursive  intelligence.  The  question  then  is, 
what  precisely  is  meant  by  diaoitrHve^  as  the  term  is  used  in 
modifying  thought  /  It  is  obvious  that  Dr.  McOosh  usee  the 
term  in  a  broader  sense  than  older  logicians.  Aldrich  limits 
disoursus  to  one  of  the  three  acts  of  the  intelligence — ^to  reason- 
ing. Disoursw  est  motus  woe  progresBua  mentis  aib  unojuddr 
do  ad  (dmd.  Dr.  McOosh  extends  it  over  all  three— simple 
apprehension,  judgment,  reasoning.  Discursive  thought,  he 
says,  is  that  •*  in  which  we  proceed  from  something  allowed  to 
something  else  derived  from  it  by  thinking."    All  discursive 
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thought  aooordingly  presupposes  '^something  allowed '' — a 
datum.  All  discarsive  thinking  proceeds  from  that  In  sim- 
ple perception  ^^  there  is  no  discursive  thought."  ^^  But  on  the 
bare  inspection  of  the  object  the  mind  can  distinguish  between 
it  and  any  of  its  properties,  or  between  one  property  and  an- 
othera  Hiis  is  abstraction^  a  simple  and  elementary  exercise 
of  discursive  thought"  Certainly  this  is  meager  enough  and 
vague  enough  in  a  scientific  exposition  of  laws  which  we  are 
told  we  may  discover  "  by  carefully  observing  the  acts  of  the 
mind  in  thinking."  But  it  is  very  satisfactory,  so  £ftr  as  it  goes. 
It  seems  intended  to  be  an  advance  in  distinctness  upon  Ham- 
ilton, who,  although  he  identifies  the  discursive  faculty  with 
the  judgment,  fiedls  to  indicate  clearly  the  line  between  the 
presentative  and  the  discarsive  intelligence.  Discursive 
thought,  then,  according  to  Dr.  McCosh,  begins  when  the 
mind  distinguishes  between  an  object  and  any  of  its  properties 
or  between  one  property  and  another.  This  is,  we  believe,  ex- 
cellent doctrine  and  most  important  doctrine.  The  genesis  of 
discursive  thought,  of  all  thought  in  Hamilton's  view,  who 
holds  that  all  presentative  intelligence  is  but  preparatory,  and 
therefore  must  hold  that  it  is  ever  in  itself  immature  and  in- 
complete, and  ever  hastei^s  on  to  consummation  in  discursive 
thought,  is,  accordingly,  a  starting  movement  of  the  intelli- 
gence from  a  da^um,  and  primitively  a  dat^m  in  sensible 
experience,  an  object  of  sensation  and  perception ;  next,  a  dis- 
tinguishing between  this  object  as  a  whole  and  one  or  other  of 
its  properties;  and  thirdly,  a  completed  or  consummated  act 
of  intelligence  in  a  comparison  of  the  object  and  the  property. 
This  consummated  act  is  a  proper  judgment  This,  we  be- 
lieve, to  be  true  teaching;  but  it  *'s  iundamental,  not  to 
say  revolutionary,  so  far  as  formal  and  organic  recognition  is 
concerned,  in  logic  as  well  as  in  psychology.  Hamilton,  it 
should  be  observed,  rather  incidentally  gives  the  same  genesis, 
except  that  without  good  reason,  he  maintains  that  the  ele- 
mentary act  in  the  discursive  process  is  a  comparison  of  the 
given  object,  not  with  an  attribute  of  property,  but  with  an 
attribute  of  relation.  He  insists  everywhere  that  in  every  act 
of  consciousness  there  is  a  judgment  affirming  the  existence  of 
the  conscious  subject. 
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Bat  the  important  point  is  that  the  elementary  act  of  dis- 
jcursive  thought  is  a  discrimination  of  a  given  object  from  one 
or  another  of  its  properties.  Yet  this  step  is  simply  element- 
ary ;  it  is  not  complete.  It  hastens  on  to  a  judgment  which  ig 
a  consummated  act  of  the  intelligence,  in  which  alone  all  pre- 
sentative  knowledge  can  rest.  Not  till  we  reach  a  judgment 
do  we  reach  any  truth,  in  fact,  any  complete  thought  Per- 
cepts and  intuitions  are  by  the  necessity  of  this  logic  shown  to 
be  but  elementary  to  perfect  thought  A  system  of  logical 
science  which  should  have  firmly  laid  hold  of  this  essentia) 
nature  of  discursive  thought  and  as,  Dr.  McCosh  teaches  us,  is 
practicable,  out  of  this  act  of  thought  from  its  essential  natnre 
derived  the  laws  of  all  thought,  and  then  proceeded  to  unfold 
them  in  their  various  modifications  and  applications,  would 
have  been  a  logical  science  worthy  of  the  name — a  science 
competent  to  rule  in  all  thought,  to  try  and  adjudicate  all 
science  and  all  knowledge — a  science  truly  grand,  admirable, 
as  unfolded  from  a  simple  germinal  principle  easily  appre- 
hended into  a  broad  system  of  laws  and  products  comprehend- 
ing all  possible  forms  of  valid  human  thought.  Nothing? 
farther  is  requisite  but  a  rigid  scientific  method  that  shonld 
necessitate  every  utterance,  whether  of  law  or  exposition 
of  process.  We  have  nothing  of  this  in  the  work  before 
us.  The  nature  of  all  discursive  thought  vanishes  from  oar 
view  as  we  move  on  from  the  introduction.  Dr.  McCoah 
seems  to  have  proposed  to  himself  nothing  of  all  this  unfolding 
and  application  of  laws  derived  from  the  nature  of  all  think- 
ing. His  highest  aim  is  to  coordinate  what  can  be  observed 
in  the  acts  oi  the  mind  in  thinking.  His  method  is  avowedly 
the  inductive,  the  a  posteriori  method  of  observing  and  c^dr- 
dinating.  The  most  that  can  be  said  of  it  is  that  it  is,  in  the 
language  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  a  "  mere  ticketing  and  orderly 
assortment  of  facts."  It  is  anything  but  a  science  of  laws  dis- 
covered by  carefully  observing  the  discursive  operations  of  the 
mind. 
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■  If  we  torn  now  to  the  body  of  the  work,  we  shall  find  the 
"  Intimate  reBolts  of  eucb  a  conception  of  logical  science  as  a 
eompleoieiit  of  merely  coordinated  observations.  The  general ' 
plan  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  which  we  find  in  the 
generality  of  logical  treatises  in  recent  English  literatnre,  both 
Anglo-British  and  Anglo-American.  There  are  three  opera- 
tions of  the  mind  in  thinking: — Simple  apprehension,  judg- 
ment, and  reasoning.  "  The  object  or  objects  apprehended," 
says  Dr.  McCosh,  '*  constitute  the  notion."  It  does  not  ap- 
pear how  earnest  Dr.  McCosh  is  in  making  the  notion .  to  be 
Hot  the  mind's  apprehension  of  an  object,  but  the  "object 
apprehended."  In  another  place,  in  treating  of  the  judgment, 
he  cautions  us  against  supposing  that  it  is  the  ^^  mental  Ptates 
as  such,"  which  we  compare  in  it  "  When  we  say  Alexander 
the  Great  was  ambitious,"  lie  says  ^^  we  are  comparing  Alex- 
ander the  Great "  and  ^  ambitious,'  and  not  mere  ideas  of  the 
mind."  Nor  does  it  appear  precisely  what  difference  he  would 
make  between  "  a  mental  state  "  and  '^  an  object  apprehended," 
and  between  this  and  the  object  itself.  It  seems  to  be  an  iqter- 
mediate,  a  tertivan,  quidj  but  as  much  beyond  our  power  to 
conceive  as  the  old  species  that  passed  from  the  outer  object  to 
the  mind  in  perception.  The  distinction,  whatever  it  be, 
seems  to  be  a  novel  one,  and  peculiar  to  Dr.  McCosh,  who, 
perhaps,  had  this  in  view  when  he  objected  to  Hamilton's 
views  of  the  notion  as  "  altogether  erroneous."  At  least  Ham- 
ilton's doctrine  is,  that  thought  every  where  respects  only 
what  is  already  in  the  consciousness,  being  introduced  there  by 
the  preseutative  faculties.  So  Thompson  unqualifiedly  asserts 
that  "  every  act  of  judgment  is  an  attempt  to  reduce  to  unity 
two  coffnitions.^^  Mansel  also  defines  a  judgment  as  ^'  a 
combination  of  two  concepts."  And  Dr.  McCosh  himself 
every  where  uses  language  that  is  irreconcilable  with  this 
singular  view  of  his.  Yet  this  objective  tendency,  this  dispft- 
sitioD  to  merge  the  proper  subjective,  the  thinking,  into  the  ob- 
ject as  extraneous  to  the  mind — this  disposition,  in  other  words, 
to  regard  all  thought  as  purely  objective,  may  account  for  some 
other  somewhat  peculiar  expositions  of  logical  subjects  in  the 
work  before  us.  Tliis  tendency  is  in  rather  curious  parallel- 
ism  with  the  tendency  of  the  Hegelian  logic  to  merge  the  ob- 
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jective  in  the  subject.  We  have  in  the  two  tendencies  an  ob- 
jective and  a  subjective  monism,  both  of  which  are  in  sharp 
opposition  to  the  decided  dualism  of  the  school  of  Beid  and 
Hamilton. 

Dr.  McCosh  makes  **a  threefold  division  of  notions — the 
singular,  the  abstract,  and  universal.^  He  sets  out  with  the 
assertion  that  all  notions  are  either  concrete  or  abstract ;  and 
again,  all  notions  are  either  singular  or  universal;  but  ^all 
notions  which  are  singular  are  also  concrete.'*  If  we  inquire 
for  the  grounds  of  this  enumeration  and  classification,  we  ob- 
tain no  light  from  the  volume  before  us.  We  are  not  told 
any  where  why  there  should  be  just  such  notions  and  none 
others — nor  why  there  may  not  be  a  singular  abstract  as  well 
as  a  singular  concrete.  Dr.  McCosh  tells  us  expr^sly  that 
"  just'^  denotes  only  one  attribute.  Why  is  it  not  a  singular 
abstract  ?  But  these  are  matters  simply  of  observation,  and 
must  be  accepted  on  the  testimony  of  the  observer.  He  has 
observed,  and  on  grounds  satisfactory  doubtless  to  him,  but 
not  necessary  to  be  given,  he  has  coordinated  them  in  this 
threefold  way. 

It  is  likewise  to  the  peculiarity  of  this  observing  and  ticiet- 
ing  method,  that  we  must  attribute  the  novel  enumeration  of 
general  abstract  notions  and  general  concrete  notions.  The 
assigned  distinction  seems  to  us  shadowy ;  it  is  that  in  one 
class  the  attributes  are  specified,  in  the  other  they  are  not  de- 
fined. We  cannot  see,  in  any  light  furnished  by  this  discrimi- 
nation, why  '*just'*  should  be  a  general  abstract,  and  "  verte- 
brata  "  a  general  concrete.  Are  we  to  account  fen*  this  nov- 
elty on  the  ground  of  the  objective  tendency  mentioned, 
which  here  as  also  elsewhere  recognizes  nothing  but  the 
word-form  in  which  the  notion  is  embodied  ?  Is  not  in  fact 
tjie  whole  distinction  between  abstract  and  concrete  a  purely 
grammatical  distinction,  entirely  foreign  to  logic  f  Every  dis- 
cursive notion,  it  is  expressly  taught,  is  the  result  of  a  process 
which  begins  with  abstraction.  Is  not  every  discursive  no- 
tion, then,  logically  an  abstract?  If  we  go  to  the  definitions 
we  get  but  little  satisfaction.  "  A  concrete  notion  is  of 
objects  as  they  are  with  an  aggregate  of  qualities.  An  ab- 
stract notion  is  ot  part  of  an  object  as  a  part,  more  technically 
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of  an  attribute  of  an  object."  "  Wisdom ''  and  "  learning  '* 
are  instanced  as  abstracts ;  but  are  they  not  "  objects  as  they 
are  with  an  aggregate  of  qnalitiee,"  and  therefore  according 
to  the  definition  concrete  ?  Is  not  ^^  wisdom ''  qualified  as 
*'  heavenly  "  or  "  earthly,''  as  "  speculative  "  or  "  practical," 
as  "  acquired  "  or  "  instructive ;"  is  it  not  aggregated  of  "  in- 
telligence," "  directiveness,"  and  the  like  f  And  "  leaminjc," 
is  it  not  qualified  in  manifold  ways  as  ^^  sound,"  and  ^'  solid," 
and  ^^  broad,"  and  the  like ;  and  aggregated  of  such  qualities 
as  "  intelligence,"  '*  acquired,"  "  orderly,"  and  the  like  ?  In 
short,  has  not  this  method  of  observation  brought  in  facts  that 
have  no  relation  to  logic ;  that  are  the  product  of  other  de- 
partments of  human  activity  ?  It  seems  to  us  that  the  whole 
exposition  of  the  doctrir.e  of  logical  notions  is  loose,  obscure, 
confused,  because  the  method  of  observation  has  not  been 
guided  and  limited  by  the  method  of  reflection. 

But  we  pass  to  what  must  be  deemed  here  a  worse  defect, 
and  one  very  liable  to  attend  a  method  of  observation  in  such 
a  science.  It  is  the  omission  of  an  integral  process  in  thought 
— that  of  the  analysis  of  the  abstract  notion.  *'  Division  "  is 
the  process  by  which  a  general  notion  is  analyzed ;  and  "  par- 
tition "  is  recognized  as  the  process  by  which  an  individual 
notion  is  separated  into  its  spacial  parts.  No  indication  is 
given  that  there  is  such  a  process  as  the  analysis  of  an  attri- 
bute. A  proper  a  priori  method  would  have  led  directly  to 
the  rec<^nition  of  the  process  by  which  an  attribute  is  an- 
alyzed as  soon  as  the  parallel  analysis  of  a  subject  by  division 
should  be  reached. 

Even  this  is  not  all  or  the  worst  of  the  evils  of  this  kind  of 
method  in  logical  science.  It  easily  overlooks  in  its  single 
chase  after  phenomena,  and  in  its  one  aim  to  observe  and  to 
coordinate,  the  vital  relation  between  them.  ^'  The  mere 
ticketing  and  orderly  assortment "  of  facts  necessarily  brings 
in  no  organic  science.  Here  we  find  the  fatal  defect  in  the 
great  masf«  of  logical  treatises  which  have  hitherto  appeared. 
They  are  mere  collections  of  observed  facts  in  human  thought, 
in  no  vital  relation  to  one  anotl^r.^.  This  is  the  one  great 
cause  of  the  decay  of  loi^  in  schools  and  of  its  neglect  by 
men  of  culture.    ^^  Logics  "  have  been  dictionaries,  collections 
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of  words,  coordinated  not  alphabetically  indeed,  yet  on  no 
principle  of  genetic  affinity.  Modem  eoience  has  advanced 
beyond  the  mere  anatomies  of  organic  products.  It  demands 
physiologies.  Aristotle  was  a  mere  anatomist.  He  dieeeoted 
with  marvelous  patience,  with  marvelous  skill.  He  dissected 
thought  as  expressed  in  discourse ;  he  laid  out  part  by  part  in 
admirable  discrimination,  the  life  only  left  out  His]<^o  was 
an  enumeration  of  these  parts  of  thought  well  named,  well  de 
scribed,  so  far  as  he  carried  his  dissection,  for  he  left  behind 
him  little  besides  expositions  of  a  single  generic  product  of 
thought — the  deductive  syllogism.  Through  all  this  one  mem- 
ber of  the  body  of  thought,  following  every  minutest  cell  and 
fiber  with  his  scalpel,  he  pushed  his  dissection  and  finished  for 
the  ages  the  anatomy  of  deductive  reasoning.  Beyond  this, 
logical  science  has  until  the  most  recent  times  made  little  pro- 
gress. Men  in  an  age  when  this  anatomic  science  had  given 
place  to  a  higher,  a  proper  organic  science,  in  which  genesis, 
evolution,  vital  functions,  become  constituent  and  shaping 
elements,  could  not  bat  lay  these  catalogues  and  indexes  on 
the  sbelf^  to  use,  perhap^s,  for  occasional  reference,  for  sugges- 
tion of  &ct8,  but  to  be  left  one  side  as  uncongenial  to  the 
newer  methods  of  study  and  wholly  unprofitable  for  culture. 
Sir  William  Ha.nilton  seems  to  have  had  a  notion  of  what 
was  indispensable  to  any  revivification  of  logical  science  in  the 
present  age.  He  hints  at  an  *^  articulate  development;"  but 
*'for  convenience,"  in  order  perhaps  to  get  oflf  his  three 
lectures  a  week,  he  failed  to  carry  out  his  better  convictions. 
Dr.  Mansel,  while  hoping  *'  to  see  logic  finally  freed  from  the 
unsightly  excrescences  with  which  it  has  hitherto  been  deform- 
ed '^ — to  lie  no  longer  '^  unprofitably  buried  in  the  earth  of  an 
isolated  and  barren  formalism,"  looks  only  to  a  separation  of 
logic  from  psychology,  of  thought  from  experience,  for  the  con- 
summation of  his  hopes.  Dr.  McOosh,  still  fascinated  with 
these  ^'  excrescences  "  so  unsightly  in  Dr.  MansePs  eyes  and  so 
cumbrous  and  illusive  in  Hamilton's,  and  satisfied  to  anatom- 
ize still  the  dead  body  of  logic  that  Dr.  Mansel  had  with  such 
revolted  feeling  contemplated  as  ^^  buried  in  the  earth  of  an 
isolated  and  barren  formalism,"  presents  us  still  with  these 
severed,  lifeless  limbs  as  of  old,  with  no  idea. of  any  genesis, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  President  MoCoftKa  Logic.  626 

any  evolution,  any  vital  relationdhip  between  the  dead  mem- 
bere. 

He  gives  to  us  the  notion,  the  judgment,  and  the  reasoning, 
as  the  three  general  products  of  discursive  thinking.  Two 
notions  appear  in  every  judgment,  and  three,  he  tells  us,  in 
every  reasoning.  This  is  about  all  that  we  can  learn  of  any 
consangninity  between  them.  Of  course,  nothing  in  the  ex- 
pounded nature  of  either  product  serves  as  any  guide  to  its 
legitimacy.  Here  are  three  things,  three  phenomena;  they 
have  certain  observed  marks  or  signs  as  externally  viewed. 
They  are  all  that  have  as  yet  been  observed,  or  rather  all  that 
it  has  been  as  yet  deemed  convenient  and  orderly  to  tabulate. 
But  experience  has  been  well  ranged,  and  the  leading  forms  of 
thought  have  been  collected  ai^d  designated.  Definitions,  so 
far  as  this  method  requires,  are  merely  some  marks  by  which 
the  objects  treated  of  may  be  identified.  The  notion  is  "  an 
object  apprehended ;''  a  judgment  compares  two  notions,  and 
declares  agreement  or  disagreement,  either  on  the  bare  con- 
templation, or  by  means  of  a  third  notion,  in  this  latter  case 
becoming  a  reasoning.  This  is  all  the  description  that  a 
science  of  logic  thus  conceived  deems  necessary.  Dr.  Mc- 
Cosh  has  not  fallen  behind  his  predecessors  in  Anglo-British 
Logical  Science  iji  this  conception  of  its  scope.  We  have 
from  Aldrich,  who  wrote  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, down  to  the  volume  before  us,  much  the  same  informal 
enumeration,  much  the  same  loose  description  of  the  three 
great  forms  of  thought.  More  prominence  has  been  given,  in 
some  cases,  as  by  Whately,  to  one  of  the  three — the  reason- 
ing; and  certainly  Dr.  McOosh  has  done  a  commendable  ser- 
vice in  giving  its  due  rank  to  the  notion.  But  with  many  vai- 
uable  observations,  there  is  not  in  all  Anglo-British  logica 
literature  more  of  the  "  articulate  development "  which  Ham- 
ilton required  than  the  hint  of  it  to  which  we  have  adverted. 
We  regard  it  as  the  one  fatal  defect  in  them  all,  and  the  one 
cause  of  the  general  repudiation  of  logic  by  men  of  culture  in 
those  recent  times.  We  fearlessly  advance  the  declaration 
that  there  is  not  a  definition  given  of  these  three  leading 
forms  of  thought  which  can  be  accepted  as  having  the  scien- 
tific character  demanded  in  this  age  of  science.    These  defini" 
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tions  run  thus : — A  notion  is  "  an  object  apprehended  ;"  '*  In 
judgment,  proper,  we  compare  immediately  the  two  notions, 
that  is,  the  things  apprehended,  and  'declare  their  agreement 
or  disagreement ;"  and  Reasoning  \%  defined  as  ^^  the  act  of 
proceeding  from  certain  judgments  to  others  founded  on 
them."  The  most  precisely  stated  characteristic  in  these  defi- 
nitions is  that  denoted  by  the  term  **  agreement,"  in  the  defi- 
nition of  the  judgment.  But  what  fatal  lack  of  definiteness, 
of  scientific  precision,  in  the  term ! 

And  if  even  in  the  definitions  of  the  capital  terms  there  is 
such  vagueness  and  inexactness,  what  can  be  expected  of  the 
elaboration  of  the  matter  generally  from  such  originals  and 
germinals?  Can  a  truly  logical  science  be  raised  on  such 
foundations — a  science  which  shall  set  forth  the  essential  char- 
HCteristics  of  all  valid  thought  so  clearly  and  unmistakably 
that  whatever  pretends  to  be  thought  can  at  once  be  tested  and 
its  validity  or  invalidity  be  tested  ?  Can  a  system  so  feebly 
grounded  speak  with  any  authority  ?  Can  minds  trained  in 
such  inexactness  and  mistiness  be  disciplined  to  firm  and 
sturdy  thinking?  Can  such  a  logical  system  but  be  repudia- 
ted by  the  solid  thinkers  of  the  present  age  ? 

Yet  even  in  Hamilton  we  find  this  same  radical  weakness 
and  unsoundness.  He  gives  us  the  same  three  products  of 
thought  under  the  names  of  the  concept,  the  judgment,  and 
the  reasoning.  He  presents  them  in  the  same  order.  Yet  he 
says,  they  "  are  all  in  fact,  strictly,  only  modifications  of  the 
second,  as  both  concepts  and  reasonings  may  be  reduced  to 
judgments."  And  a  judgment  he  defines  to  be  a  recognition 
of  *'  the  relation  of  congruence  or  confiiction  in  which  two 
concepts,  two  individual  things,  or  a  concept  and  an  individ- 
ual, compared  together,  stand  to  each  other."  "  Congruence  " 
and  "confiiction"  are  as  vague  as  "agreement"  and  "disa- 
greement." It  is  plain  that  no  laws  can  be  derived  from  a 
principle  which  is  apprehended  no  more  clearly  than  this 
which  is  here  given  as  the  essential  principle  of  all  thought. 
Thompson  and  Mansel  are  equally  wanting  in  precision. 
Aldrichj  too,  is  similarly  inexact,  and,  besides,  introduces 
altogether  extraneous  matter. 
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As  we  have  intimated,  we  believe  that  it  is  practicable  to 
coDstract  a  logical  science  of  the  most  rigidly  scientific  char- 
acter  from  dcata  and  by  a  method  which  logicians  generally 
agree  in  admitting ;  a  science  which  shall  commend  itself  to 
all  as  a  true  science  of  thonght,  and  as  sach  worthy  to  role  all 
thought,  and  fit  and  necessary  to  discipline  all  valid  thinking* 
Our  space  forbids  citations.  We  restrict  ourselves  from  this 
necessity  to  mere  outlines. 

Thinking  is  the  exercise  of  the  so-called  Discursive  Faculty ; 
otherwise  termed  the  Understanding,  the  Faculty  of  Compari- 
son. 

All  discursive  intelligence  is  piimitively  a  cognition  of  the 
relation  of  subject  and  attribute.  Its  primitive  form  is  the 
judgment. 

The  judgment  ever  respects  cognitions,  which  are  the  neces- 
sary data  of  its  action.  They  are  percepts,  intuitions,  or 
other  forms  of  the  intelligence  already  in  the  consciousness. 
The  simplest  type  of  discursive  thought  emerges  when,  as  Dr. 
McCosh  indicates,  an  object  perceived,  a  percept,  is  recognized 
in  relation  to  an  attribute;  as  when  ^^  the  Sun  "  is  perceived 
we  recognize  it  as  ^^  bright,"  and  judge  ^^  The  Sun  is  bright" 
If  two  objects  or  two  truths  or  judgments  are  compared  and 
judged,  the  one  is  recognized  in  the  relation  of  attribute  to  the 
other.  This  recognition  of  the  relation  of  subject  and  attri- 
bute is  proper  discursive  thought  A  percept  consequently 
becomes  discursive  when,  and  only  when,  it  is  recc^nized 
under  this  relation. 

But  this  relation  is  essentially  a  relation  of  identity.  In 
every  judgment  we  do  nothing  more  or  less  than  identify  a 
subject  ¥dth  its  attribute.  As  this  identification  is  with  one 
or  more,  or  with  all  ot  its  attributes,  it  is  total  or  partial. 

Hence  the  law  of  all  discursive  thought  which  it^  nothing 
but  the  essential  principle  of  thought,  is  simply  that  of  iden- 
tity and  its  opposite,  of  difference.  The  two  phases  of  this 
fundamental  law,  thus,  are  the  two  positive  laws,  so  called,  of 
identity  and  contradiction.  But  as  thought  can  only  identify 
or  the  contrary,  and  is  shut  up  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
contradictory  procedures,  we  have  at  once  given  us  the  two 
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parallel  laws  of  Disjunction  and  Exclusion.    All  thought  pro- 
ceeds under  one  or  the  other  of  these  four  laws. 

The  judgment  assumes  different  forms  according  as  it  pro. 
cecds  under  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  four  fundamental 
laws.  They  are  also  diversely  modified  in  respect  to  the 
thought  itself,  whether  pure  intelligence  or  not,  as  also  in  re> 
spect  to  the  datum  or  matter  of  the  judgment.  All  possible 
classes  of  valid  judgments  are  thus  directly  formed  under  the 
fundamental  laws  of  thought  which  themselves  are  but  the 
essential  principle  of  all  thought  diversely  modified  as  to  its 
phases  in  application  to  the  matter  given  to  it. 

But  judgments  stand  in^  certain  relations  to  one  another. 
Their  very  nature,  as  founded  on  the  principle  of  identity, 
but,  as  applied  to  a  subject  and  its  attributes  as  parts,  becom- 
ing the  principle  of  quantity,  involves  the  idea  of  combina- 
tion, and  its  opposite  the  idea  of  separation.  In  other  words 
thought  is  in  its  nature  analytic,  and  synthetic.  By  synthesis, 
the  subjects  of.  two  or  more  judgments  having  the  same  attri- 
bute or  predicate  are  combined,  and  thus  form  subject-con- 
cepts, which,  from  their  formation,  are  generic  or  class  terms. 
Their  nature  and  their  laws  are  given  at  once  in  their  very 
genesis.  By  synthesis,  also,  the  predicates  of  two  or  more  judg- 
ments having  the  same  subject  are  combined,  and  thus  form 
attribute-concepts.  Thus  we  have  the  simple  laws  of  all  those 
notions,  the  terms  for  which  make  up  the  great  mass,  of 
words  in  our  vocabulary.  And  analysis  proceeds  in  a  manner 
exactly  parallel — the  principle  of  identity  given  in  the  common 
predicate  of  the  primitive  judgments,  in  case  of  generic 
terms,  and  in  the  common  subject  in  the  case  of  all  abstract 
notions,  rulibg  here  as  in  all  synthesis.  In  other  words^  this 
common  subject  or  predicate  is  the  base  of  all  concepts,  exten- 
sive or  comprehensive ;  and  regulates  all  movements  of  thought 
in  ail  analysis,  whether  by  division  or  by  partition,  and  in  all 
synthesis  whether  in  subject-concepts  or  in  extensive  quantiQr 
so  called,  that  is  in  all  generalization  or  classification,  or  in 
predicate-concepts,  that  is  in  comprehensive  quantity  by  aggre- 
gation of  attributes. 

Just  here  we  feel  constrained  to  notice  the  fact  that  it  is 
just  this  doctrine  of  quantity,  as  an  essential  property  of  all 
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discursive  thought,  in  the  specific  case  of  the  quantification  of 
predicates  which  Dr.  MoGodi  assigns  as  one  of  the  gronnds  of 
his  rejection  of  Hamilton's  new  analytic  The  rejection  of  the 
doctrine,  the  ignoring  of  the  quantitative  natnre  of  all  disour* 
sire  thought,  of  all  predicates  oonseqnently,  is,  we  conceive,  one 
of  the  radical  defects  in  his  treatise.  The  defect  shows  itself 
every  where.  Hence  he  treats  comprehensive  quantity  as  the 
merest  accident  of  a  notion,  never  seeming  to  conceive  of  it 
as  the  proper  quantity  of  an  attribute  in  distinction  from  ex- 
tension as  the  proper  quantity  ot  a  subject-term.  Hence,  too, 
he  has  no  place  tor  partition  as  the  analysis  of  what  he  calls  an 
abstract,  that  is  an  attribute  term.  Hence,  moreover,  there  is 
no  attempt  to  explain  the  fundamental  nature  of  the  reasoning 
when  it  turns  on  the  attribute  terms  of  the  primitive  judg- 
ments. The'  whole  exposition  is  consequently  but  one-sided 
and  (Reformed. 

The  same  simple  exact  method,  giving  like  valid  results, 
bearing  the  clear  marks  of  necessary  thought,  carries  success- 
fully through  all  the  diverse  forms  of  the  reasoning.  While 
in  the  concept  synthesis  leads,  in  the  reasoning  the  opposite 
process  of  analysis  is  most  prominent ;  yet,  in  both  products, 
each  movement  has  its  application.  The  reasoning  and  the 
concept  are  both  derivatives  from  the  judgment,  and  can  be 
fully  validated  by  reference  to  that.  All  the  generic  forms  of 
both  derivatives  are  easily  enumerated  and  expounded  with 
the  peculiar  modifications  of  which  they  are  susceptible. 

This  meager  outline  may  suffice  to  show  what  is  our  concep- 
tion of  the  logic  which  the  present  state  of  intellectual  pro- 
gress requires.  Observation  guides  to  its  single  foundation — 
the  essential  principle  of  thought.  Observation  suggests  to 
us  the  various  modifications  which  this  principle  of  thought 
takes  on  in  actual  experience.  A  true  science  seizes  this  prin* 
ciple ;  evolves  the  laws  which  are  involved  in  the  principle ; 
applies  these  laws  to  all  the  possible  movements  of  legitimate 
thought.  It  is  a  necessary  science ;  for  its  laws  and  applica- 
tions are  all  in  the  strict  lines  of  thought.  Mathematics  itself 
is  not  a  more  demonstrative  and  necessary  science.  It  is  com- 
plete, being  rounded  out  to  the  full  circumference  of  all  ob- 
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served  experience.  There  are  no  other  laws;  there  are  no 
other  forme  or  prodaets  of  thought;  there  can  be  none. 
Every  newly  discovered  fomi,  if  any  there  be,  must  be  subor- 
dinated to  the  generic  forms  which  the  science  thns  elaborated 
enfolds.  The  whole  stmctore  is  one  of  perfect  beauty,  carried 
up  in  the  most  exact  symmetry  and  order.  It  becomes  the 
rightful  arbiter  in  all  matters  of  valid  science,  and  thns  the 
harmonizing  principle  of  all  the  differoit  sciences— of  all 
human  thought.  It  is  the  one  antidote  to  the  prevailing  sden- 
tific  skepticism  of  the  times.  It  becomes  the  indispensable  in- 
strument of  all  discipline  in  thinking.  In  spite  of  Dr.  Man- 
sel's  fear  or  prophecy,  it  will  never  become  necessary  for  a  sci- 
ence so  built  up  to  abase  one  whit  its  '^once  towering  ambi- 
tion "  to  be  esteemed  "  the  Art  of  Arts  and  Science  of  Sci- 
ences." 
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Abticlb  IX.— notices  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 

THBOLOaiCAX  AND   BRUaiOUS. 

The  Word,  or  Unitbrsal  Rbdbmption  and  Salvation.* — 
This  volame,  which  is  published  io  the  best  English  style,  comes 
to  as  from  the  author  himself.  According  to  his  own  description 
of  himself— on  the  title  page,  which  we  give  exactly,  exclamation 
points  and  all,  at  the  foot  of  this  page — he  is  simply  ^'  a  septua- 
genarian optimist  ;^'  but,  from  the  '^  Testimonies,  Extracts,  Quota-* 
tions,  Ac,'*  which  the  publishers  have  inserted  between  the 
cover  and  the  first  page  of  the  book,  we  learn  that  he  is  a  profes- 
sor, the  author  of  at  least  seventeen  other  volumes  or  pamphlets, 
and  the  instructor  of  various  prominent  personages,  such  as  vis- 
counts, generals,  and  officers  of  the  Guards.  The  Queen  is  said  to 
have  expressed  her  approbation  of  his  writings,  and  this  approba- 
tion, we  are  assured  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary,  is  owing  "  en- 
tirely to  their  intrinsic  merit.''  The  French  Emperor,  also,  **  has 
been  a  long  time  acquainted  with  "  the  author's  '^  name  and 
talents"  The  other  works,  however,  which  the  professor  has 
prepared,  are  either  dictionaries  and  grammars,  or  romances  in 
French  or  English.  At  the  age  of  seventy,  he  has  undertaken  to 
discuss  one  of  the  great  subjects  in  the  theological  field,  and,  in 
undertaking  it,  has  dedicated  his  views  ^'  to  the  faithfully  evangeli- 
cal and  fervently  Christian  clergies,  ministries,  and  laities  of  all 
kingdoms  and  nations."  The  new  volume  containing  these  views 
is,  certainly,  a  remarkable  one.  It  appears  to  us  to  indicate,  very 
clearly,  that  the  author  is  an  *'  optimist,"  and  that  he  is,  also,  a 
^^septuagenarian."  Perhaps,  it  may  be  regarded  as  indicating 
some  other  things  of  which  some  of  his  readers  would  speak  with 
less  favor,  but  we  leave  this  point  to  be  determined  by  them.  Ad- 
verse criticism — beyond  what  the  author  calls  '*  necessary  corri- 

*  7he  Word!  or  Uninertal  Redetnpiion  and  SalvaUon:  **  Preordained  before 
All  WorldeP  A  more*  Eyangelicfti,  Philantbropio,  and  Christian  Interpretation 
of  the  Almighty  Ood's  Sacred  Promises  of  Infinite  Mercy,  Forgiveness,  and 
Grace!  Reverently  submitted  to  Christendom,  hy  Gbobob  Maun  Db  La  yoTE^ 
a  Septuagenarian  Optimist  London :  Whictaker  <&  Co^  and  Triihner  A.  Co.  1870. 
8vo.  pp.  820. 
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genda"— does  not  seem  likely  to  please  him,  or  to  be  looked  apon 
as,  in  any  degree,  just.  We  should  be  sorry,  by  making  it,  to  be 
classed  among  those  whom  he  styles  "  ancharitably-dispoeed 
readers,"  for  we  have,  certainly,  no  intention  of  doing  what  he  ex- 
pects them  to  do— namely,  to  **  pour  upon  him  torrents  of  fanati- 
cal and  bigoted  maledictions  with  the  utmost  rancor  of  mistaken 
professional  zeaL"  We  would  carefully  avoid  any  suspicion,  even, 
of  this.  In  the  line  of  necessary  corrigenda,  we  think  we  might 
suggest  a  few  points,  were  it  not  that  the  author  intimates  that  he 
is  '*  inspired."  Precisely  what  he  means  by  inspiration  he  does 
not  define— he  leaves  the  definition  for  a  note  which  is  to  be  pub- 
lished in  another  volume,  whose  appearance  is  promised  when  it 
becomes  indispensable.  But,  so  long  as  it  is  undefined,  it  mayy 
of  course,  be  such  inspiration  as  excludes  all  suggestions  from  un- 
inspired minds.  We  think  it  is  better,  therefore,  to  leave  the  ques- 
tion respecting  the  ^^  corrigenda  "  undetermined,  until  the  author^B 
expected  notes  shall  make  this  point  clear.  The  lucidity  of  the 
stvle,  the  sharp  conciseness  of  the  sentences,  and  the  plainness 
with  which  important  points  are  set  forth  and  determined  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  extract,  which  we  take  much  pleasure  in 
quoting.  It  has  reference  to  the  question  why  the  first-bom  child 
of  Eve  was  a  fratricide,  and  must,  we  think,  be  r^arded  as  quite 
exhaustive  on  that  point.  It  reads  as  f)llows: — [the  figures  in 
this  extract,  and  on  the  title  page,  refer  to  the  annotations  men- 
tioned above.] 

Here  is  another  exceedingly  material  question,  regarding  a  vastly  important 
point,  which  enables  us  better  still  to  establish  onr  positi?e  angelical  identity  as 
transmigrations,'  *'  by  earthly  incamatione*'  of  those  heavenly  bodies  of  spirits 
and  angels,  which  occupied  and  constituted,  with  myriads  of  others,  still  Uiere, 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

Was  not  the  first  born  child  of  Eve  the  grandson  of  Ood,  not  begotten^  but 
created  with  Adam,  in  Adam,*  and  consequently  made  m  the  image  of  the  Father, 
after  EQs  own  likeness  ? 

At  such  an  early  and  critical  period  of  the  population  of  the  earth  the  smallest 
event,  the  most  trifling  circumstance,  becomes  highly  worthy  of  notice,  especially 
when  it  serves  to  demonstrate  more  forcibly  the  doubted  primogenitive'  filiation 
of  mankind. 

And  that  well-defined  filiation  is  all  the  more  indispensable  at  we  dive  deeper 
into  the  sacred  aroaua  of  those  most  mirdculous  seven  days  uf  Geuesis,  introduce 
tory  to  the  subsequent  mundane  eras,*  during  which'  we  hope  to  prove  that  the 
souls  of  the  fallen  angels  and  spirits  first  began,  by  Divine  permisilon,  their  suc- 
cessive transitions  into  the  material  bodies  of  human  beings. 

A  terrestrial  Medium  having  been  mercifully  considered  necessary  by  the 
Almighty  (in  gracious  compliance  to  the  all-snfficient*  mediatioQ  of  Jesus  Christ) 
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for  the  reception  of  the  spiritual  sonU,  no  loDfrer  now  spotless  since  their  fall, 
▲dam  was  intentionally  formed  from  the  dnst'  of  the  ground. 

In  this  mortal  state  alone  could  those  cormpted  souls  be  redeemed  through  in- 
finite grace ;  and  that  only  after  having  undergone  a  succession*  of  purgatorial 
worldly  trials,  by  yoluntary  incarnations,  more  or  less  often  repeated,'  according 
to  their  deserts  and  the  boundless  mercy  of  God. 

The  human  body,  therefore,  of  the  first  created  man  was  "  purely  and  com- 
pletely earthly,"  because  the  Lord  €k>d,  foreknowing  that  Adam  would  be  the 
father  of  a  countless  number  of  generations  to  come,  knew  furthermore  that  each 
child  born  from  that  ordeal  stock  would  receive  '*a  soul"  at  its  birth  already 
stained^  with  sin  (its  real  original  sin)  committed  during  its  pristine  state  *'  in 
heaven,"  whence  It  had  been  but  too  justly  driven. 

It  was  also  foreknown  of  God  that  the  soul  of  Adam,  which  had  been  breathed 
by  him  in  his  nostrils,  would  return*  to  himself  again  when  Adam  died. 

Not  BO  the  soul  of  Eve ;  not  so  the  souls  of  Adam  and  Eve's  generations! 

Adam's  individual  soul  and  body  were  both  wholly  and  exclusively  God's  own 
— never  meant  to  fare  the  general  human  fate.  They  were  gp*aclouBly  brought 
into  existence  solely  for  the  purpose  of  first  spreading  the  preordained  blessings 
of  redeption  and  salvation,  universally  granted  through  the  all-sufficient  interces- 
sion and  oblation  of  hia  well-beloved  and  only-begotten  Son. 

Excepting  the  soul  Divme  of  Adam,  consequently,  every  soul,  angelic  or 
spiritual,'  that  has  been  permitted  by  the  Triune  God  to  incarnate  itself,  volun- 
tarily,* for  the  sake  of  Christian  purification  and  sanctification,  during  the  inces- 
sant miracles  of  human  generations,  procreations,  and  nativities' — and  every 
soul  th<it  shall  hereafter  be  permitted  so  to  incarnate  itself ;  until  all^  have  been 
incarnated,  redeemed,  brought  to  judgment,*  and  finally  saved, — shall  continue 
to  undergo  (themselves  consenting)  these  Christ-bought  incarnations,  as  sin- 
attainted  angelic  souls,  waiting  for  judgment' 

We  have  humbly  presumed  to  imagine  that  two^  materially  different  means  of 
human  incarnations,  having  evidently  been  preferred  by  the  Almighty  God, 
when  he  set  Adam  asleep,  for  the  creation  of  Eve,  he  had  considered  it  essential 
that  the  souls  of  the  two  creatures  He  created,  perfect  as  they  were  all  in  other 
respects,  each,  respectively,  should  not  be  perfectly  the  same,  regarding  their 
ethereal  essence. 

We  cannot  discard  the  excusable  notion,  which  we  entertained,  pmia/o^M,  touch* 
ing  the  connubial  consanguinity,  divinely  meant  to  be  understood  as  a  '*  sacredg 
union  of  bodies,"  inseparably  commingled  for  their  liveSi  if  not  for  ever,  between 
those  two  supremely  favored  beings,  so  solemnly  allied,  actipne  verboque  Dei, 

The  corporeal  connection  of  Adam  and  Eve,  created,  brought  together  at  their 
formation,  married,'  by  their  God  and  Maker,  was  undoubtedly  to  serve  as  a  con- 
secrated type,  for  the  future  enactment  and  observance  of  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
laws  and  rites. 

Our  principal  intention,  besides  all  this,  is  meanwhile  to  open  your  minds  more 
and  more  convincingly  to  the  existence  of  a  mystical  revelation,  purporting  that, 
in  the  extraordhiary  Divine  and  terrestrial  endowments  of  our  first  parents,  the 
Lord  God  had  in  view  to  contrive  a  suitable  and  satisfactory  first  ingress,'  into 
this  world  for  the  souls  of  those  condemned  angels,  whose  gracious  commutation 
of  eternal  chastisement  into  temporal  ordeals,  our  adorable  and  infinitely  corn- 
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passionate  Savioar  had  obtained  from  His  Father,  tlie  Omnipoteot  Dispenser  of 
all  mercies. 

Adam  and  Eve  were  thenoe  to  be  no  other,  from  the  first  day  of  creation,  bat 
"  nnoonsdoas  Incarnations'  of  accepted  RepresentatiTes,**  mercifolly  authorized, 
through  infinite  grace ;  and  entrusted  bj  the  Almighty  Jehorah  to  the  Divine  In- 
tercessor, aided  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 

Towards  the  preordained  accomplishment  of  UnSyersal  Redemption  and  Salva- 
tion. 

After  the  perusal  of  this  passage,  we  think  our  readers  will  ap- 
preciate and  sympathize  with  the  feeling  of  General  Sir  Charles 
W.  Pasley,  when,  according  to  the  "  Testimonies"  above  referred 
to,  he  expresses  the  hope,  that  Professor  De  La  Voye  "  will  be  ap- 
pointed the  Teacher  of  the  Royal  Children."  Such  simplicity  of 
language  and  clearness  of  style  must  be  very  valuable  elements 
in  the  education  of  English  families,  and,  if  Her  Majesty  should 
set  the  example  by  employing  such  an  instructor,  perhaps  the 
way  might  be  opened  for  this  wide-spread  influence.  In  our  own 
country,  we  know  of  no  position  so  favorable  for  the  author,  who 
fortunately  is  so  far  advanced  in  years  and  fame  as  probably  not 
to  desire  a  change  of  residence. 

In  reading  over  what  we  have  written,  we  notice,  with  some 
mortification,  that  we  have  not  stated  the  object  and  design  of 
the  volume.  This,  doubtless,  should  have  been  indicated  at  the 
outset,  but  we  have  been  so  much  interested  in  the  author  himself 
and  his  style,  that  we  must  find  our  excuse  in  this  fact.  We  trust 
that  the  author  is  enough  of  an  optimist  to  feel  that  our  notice  of 
his  book  is  a  satisfactory  one,  notwithstanding  our  infelicitous 
omission  to  introduce  this  matter  in  its  proper  place.  And  even 
at  the  end — which  is  so  inappropriate  a  place  to  speak  of  it — we 
scarcely  know  what  to  say.  It  requires  six  pages  for  the  author 
himself,  in  his  own  concise  style,  to  explain  his  design— or  three 
pages,  even  if  we  exclude  the  astronomical  and  doctrinal  observa- 
tions, which  he  seems  to  consider  important  for  a  clear  under- 
standing of  it.  We  should  despair  of  being  as  brief  as  he  is,  and 
we  have  hardly  space  enough  at  command  to  give  more  than  six 
pages  to  this  matter.  On  reflection,  therefore,  we  have  thought 
it  best  to  recommend  to  oar  readers,  in  case  they  desire  a  clear 
and  full  appreciation  of  the  object  of  the  work,  to  purchase  the 
volume  for  themselves,  and  attentively  read  the  author^s  own  re- 
marks in  his  introduction.  To  those  who  do  not  have  this  desire, 
but  only  a  wish  to  know,  in  one  word,  what  the  aim  of  the  writer 
is,  the  title  is  sufficient,  for  it  shows  that  he  attempts  to  prove 
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universal  salvation  to  have  been  "  divinely  provided  for  before  all 
worlds,"  and  that  the  Scriptures,  when  fairly  interpreted,  declare 
this  to  be  the  fact.  We  only  add,  in  closing,  that  the  publication 
of  the  proposed  volume  of  notes,  at  the  earliest  practical  moment, 
is  greatly  to  be  desired  if  everything  in  the  present  volume  is  to 
be  accepted  intelligently  by  "  pious  readers  of  all  persuasions." 

EccLBsiA :  a  series  of  Essays  on  Church  Problems,  is  an  invi- 
ting  volume,  representing  the  views  of  a  number  of  writers  of 
the  Congregational  body  in  England.  Since  the  publication  of 
the  now  well  known  Essays  and  Reviews,  several  volumes  have 
been  issued  upon  substantially  the  same  plan,  consisting  of  a  se- 
ries of  independent  treatises,  for  which  the  authors  were  severally 
responsible.  Thus  two,  we  ought  rather  to  say  three,  series  of 
essays  in  reply  to  the  original  Essays  and  Reviews  were  speedily 
reproduced  by  different  representative  persons.  Several  volumes 
of  a  series,  under  the  title  of  *•  Tracts  for  the  Day,"  have  been 
edited  by  Mr.  Orby  Shipley,  in  the  interest  of  the  Ritualistic 
party.  Latest,  bat  not  by  any  means  the  least  able,  there  appear 
in  the  field  the  representatives  of  the  free  churches  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  volume  which  they  have  published,  though  issued  but  a 
few  months,  has  already  enforced  the  respect  and  will  command 
the  thoughtful  consideration  of  many  of  the  leading  minds  of 
the  established  church.  It  cannot  fail  to  do  much  for  the  cause 
of  the  Dissenters — if  in  no  other  way,  at  least  by  furnishing  the 
amplest  evidence  that  in  point  of  learning  and  culture,  they  are  not 
behind  their  co-religionists,  while  in  respect  of  a  catholic  and 
comprehensive  spirit,  they  are  very  greatly  in  advance  of  them. 
Indeed,  the  sentiment  which  at  no  distant  day  is  to  contest  the 
destinies  of  the  British  Empire,  so  far  as  it  will  be  a  Christian 
sentiment,  is  more  perfectly  represented  by  the  leading  writers  in 
this  volume,  than  it  is  by  any  of  the  leading  parties  in  the  Church 
of  England. 

The  interest  and  value  of  this  volume  is  by  no  means  limited  to 
the  people  of  Great  Britain.  One  or  two  of  the  topics  only  have 
a  special  or  local  application,  but  the  discussion  of  these  is  scarcely 
less  interesting  or  important  to  Englishmen  than  it  is  to  Ameri- 
cans.   The  remaining  topics  are  of  common  interest  to  both.    It 

*  Ec^leHa ;  Ohorch  Problems  oonsidered  io  a  series  of  Essays.  Edited  by 
Henrt  Robkbt  Rbtnolds,  D.  D.  LoDdon :  Hodder  h  Stonghton,  27  Paternoster 
Row.    1870. 
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is  worthy  of  notice,  and  the  fact  is  abunda  itly  significant,  that 
the  questions  concerning  fkith  and  worship  which  agitate  the 
minds  of  the  more  active  spirits  among  the  Congregationalists  of 
England,  are  the  same  which  are  thought  of  among  ourselves, 
and  in  consequence  the  book  seems  as  well  adapted  to  meet  our 
necessities,  as  it  is  to  meet  those  of  the  Eni^lish  Congregational- 
ists. The  titles  of  the  Essays  are  as  follows :  L  Primitive  Eccle- 
sia :  Its  authoritative  principles  and  its  modem  representations. 
By  John  Stoughton,  D.  D.  11.  The  Idea  of  the  Church,  regarded 
in  its  historical  development  By  J.  Radford  Thomson,  M.  A. 
III.  The  Religious  Life  and  Christian  Society.  By  T.  Baldwin 
Brown,  B.  A.  IV.  The  Relation  of  the  Church  to  the  State.  By 
Eustace  Rogers  Oonder,  M.  A.  V.  The  forgiveness  and  absolu- 
tion of  Sins.  By  the  Editor.  VL  The  Doctrine  of  the  Real 
Presence  and  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  By  R.  W.  Dale,  M.  A.  VII. 
The  Worship  of  the  Church.  By  Henry  Allon.  VUI.  The  Con- 
gregationalism of  the  Future.  By  J.  Guinness  Rogers,  B.  A.  IX. 
Modern  Missions  and  their  Results.    By  Joseph  Mullens,  D.  D. 

We  could  wish  that  these  Essays  could  be  extensively  circulated 
and  read  in  this  country.  They  would  serve  many  very  important 
purposes,  in  the  way  of  elevating  the  aims,  of  enlarging  the  knowl- 
edge, of  increasing  the  catholicity  as  well  as  of  refining  the  cul- 
ture of  many  American  readers. 

CnBiBTiANrrY  aicd  the  Gbesr  Philosophy.* — We  are  ob- 
liged to  limit  our  observations  upon  this  work  to  a  few  lines, 
although  the  subject  is  one  of  the  highest  interest  to  students  of 
philosophy  and  theology.  The  book  gives  evidence  of  wide 
reading  on  the  part  of  the  author,  and  of  sound  thinking.  The 
later  Greek  systems  are  insu£Sciently  treated ;  those  of  Aristotle 
and  Plato,  more  fully.  There  are  two  criticisms  to  be  made  upon 
this  work.  The  first  is,  that,  professing  to  give  a  discussion  of 
the  ancient  system,  the  author  devotes  a  great  deal  of  his  space 
to  the  modern  ones, — to  that  of  Comte,  tor  example.  The  second 
is,  that  the  style  is  somewhat  more  ornate,  not  to  say  declama- 
tory, than  is  suited  to  a  severe  handling  of  the  themes. 

*  Chrittianitjf  and  the  Greek  Philoeophy ;  or  the  relation  between  apantane<mM 
and  reflective  thought  in  Greece  and  the  poeiHve  teaching  of  Chriet  and  his 
Apoetlee.  By  B.  F.  Cooker,  D.  D.,  ProfeMor  of  Moral  and  Mental  PhUosophy, 
in  the  University  of  Miohigao.    New  York:  Harper  <fe  Brothers.    1870. 
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Lba's  Stitdibs  in  Chubch  History.* — In  his  Higtory  of  Cler- 
ical Celibacy,  Mr.  Lea  gave  full  proof  of  his  intimate  acqnaintance 
with  the  original  sources  and  monuments  of  ecclesiastical  history. 
He  has  explored  with  diligence  the  numerous  and  multiform 
documents  oq  the  foundation  of  which  a  record  or  picture  of 
society  in  the  middle  ages  must  be  constructed.  The  present 
collection  of  essays  relate  mostly  to  the  Papacy  and  the  Papal 
Hierarchy,  and  deal  with  topics  which  have  now  a  fresh  interest, 
derived  from  the  Latin  Council  and  the  measures  proposed  for 
adoption  in  this  ecclesiastical  assembly.  They  are  treated  in  a 
clear,  instructive  manner,  and  in  an  enlightened  spirit.  The 
learned  author  abstains,  generally  speaking,  from  referring  to 
modem  writers  on  the  subjects  to  which  his  essays  relate, — pre- 
ferring to  resort  exclusively  to  the  primary  authorities.  His  work 
loses  something  from  this  severe  method  of  authorship.  The  com- 
bination of  original  researches  with  a  judicious  use  of  th'^  labors 
of  others  who  are  at  work  in  the  same  field,  is  the  course  which 
is  adapted  to  yield  the  best  results.  At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Lea's 
error — if  it  be  an  error — is  on  the  right  side,  and  no  one  can  com- 
plain much  of  a  quality  so  rare  as  that  of  exclusive  attention  to 
documentary  evidence. 

Guerickb's  Chubch  History. t — In  a  notice  of  the  first  volume 
of  this  work,  we  referred  to  the  merits  and  defects  of  it,  and  to 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  Professor  Shedd  had  performed  the 
task  of  rendering  Guericke's  rugged  German  into  perspicuous, 
flowing  English.  He  has  now  carried  the  translation  forward  to 
the  age  of  Hildebrand  and  the  era  of  Scholasticism.  Students  of 
theology  will  find  this  history  a  valuable  text-book. 

Newman's  Grammar  op  Assent. J  In  the  entertaining  auto- 
biography which  Dr.  Newman,  a  few  years  ago,  gave  to  the 

*  Studies  in  Ohureh  HUtary,  The  Rise  of  the  Temporal  Power— Benefit  of 
(;*lergy — ^Ezcommumcation.    By  Henrt  G.  Lsa.    Philadelphia :  Henry  0.  Lea. 

1S69. 

f  A  Manual  of  Ckureh  Hiitory.  By  Hknrt  F.  Gubriom,  Doctor  and  Pro- 
feesor  of  Theology  In  Halle.  Translated  from  the  German  by  William  G.  T. 
Shbdd,  Baldwin  Professor  in  Union  Theological  Seminary.  Mediaeval  Church, 
History,  A,  D.  690— A.  D.  1078.  pp.  160.  Andover:  Warren  F.  Draper,  Pnb 
lisher.     1870. 

X  An  Ew'ay  in  aid  of  a  Orammar  of  Assent,  By  John  Hknrt  Newman  , 
D.  D.,  of  the  Oratory.    New  Tork :  The  Catholic  PubMcation  Society,  1870. 
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world  under  the  title  of  Apologia,  be  intimated  that  he  had  been 
hindered  by  Church  authorities  from  fulfilling  the  purpose  of  wri- 
ting a  work  on  the  Evidences  of  Religion.  Whether  the  present 
book  is  the  accomplishment  of  that  intention,  or  a  substitute  for  a 
work  upon  another  plan  which  he  has  been  prevented  from  carry- 
ing out,  we  are  not  informed.  Like  everything  from  Dr.  New- 
man's pen,  it  is  marked  by  a  felicitous  use  of  English,  subtlety  and 
grace  of  thought,  and  by  a  seeming  confidential  tone,  which  wins 
upon  the  reader.  The  nature  of  mental  Assent  is  philosophically 
discussed,  with  close  reference  throughout  to  religious  problems 
and  difficulties.  Among  the  propositions  defended  is,  that  we  may 
be  as  free  from  doubt  in  cases  of  probable  reasoning  as  io  those  of 
strict  demonstration.  This  is  a  just  doctrine.  I  am  as  certain  of 
the  existence  of  London,  as  I  am  that  the  sum  of  the  angles  of  a 
triangle  equals  two  right  angles.  But  Newman  goes  farther,  and 
disputes  Lockers  statement  that  we  may  have  different  degrees  of 
belief,  from  certainty  to  a  state  bordering  closely  on  doubt.  Al- 
though much  ingenious  argument  is  brought  forward  to  sustain  the 
opposite  theory,  namely,  that  Assent  is  a  perfect  act  and  exists, 
where  it  is  present  at  all,  without  admixture  of  doubt,  we  think 
that  the  effort  is  a  failure :  unless,  indeed,  Assent  is  defined  in  such 
a  way  as  to  limit  its  sense  to  suit  the  author's  proposition,  in  which 
case  the  question  is  one  of  logomachy.  There  are  propositions 
which  we,  on  the  whole,  believe  to  be  true  and  on  the  truth  of 
which  we  might  deem  it  safe  to  stake  valuable  interests ;  and  yet 
we  are  not  perfectly  certain  of  their  truth.  Dr.  Newman  inadver- 
tently declares  his  opinion  on  various  philosophical  points  in  con- 
troversy. Thus,  he  holds  that  the  principle  of  causati'on  is  not 
that  every  event  must  have  a  cause,  but  that  every  effect  is  from  a 
personal  will ;  it  being  a  generalization  or  inference  from  our  own 
conscious  exertion  of  power.  He  manifests  here  and  in  other 
writings  a  tendency  towards  Berkeleyism.  One  of  the  funda- 
mental distinctions  of  the  book  is  that  between  notional  and  real 
Assent,  the  on  e»  being  the  result  of  abstract  or  conceptive  think- 
ing, and  the  other  being  the  imaginative  or  "realizing**  act, 
whereby  life  is  given  to  the  object  of  belief,  which  is  a  concrete 
reality.  This  is  an  important  and  fruitful  distinction,  and  it  is 
easy  to  anticipate  what  application  Dr.  Newman  would  make  of 
it,  in  the  province  of  theology.  The  two  sorts  of  faith,  for  exam- 
ple, doctrinal  and  practical,  are  correlated  to  the  two  species  of 
Assent.    The  chapter  on  the  Trinity  is  quite  able.    The  separate 
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propositions — the  disjecta  membra — it  is  claimed,  of  this  Article  of 
Religion,  are  capable  of  receiving  a  real  Assent.  Taken  together, 
they  authorize  and  reqnire  that  Assent  which  is  termed  notional. 
The  sections  on  the  Illative  Sense,  illustrate  the  different  conclu- 
sions which  different  minds  come  to,  respecting  historical  and 
other  questions,  according  as  they  vary  in  their  antecedent  tem- 
pers and  habits  of  thought.  An  example  is  taken  fipom  the  dis- 
sonance among  the  ablest  writers,  upon  the  subject  of  the  early 
history  of  Greece  and  Rome.  The  entire  work,  though  contain- 
ing matter  to  which,  as  we  think,  just  exception  may  be  taken,  is 
an  awakening  and  instructive  consideration  oi  the  foundations  of 
belief. 

Steps  op  Belief.* — Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke's  Steps  of 
Belief  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  apologetic  literature  of  the  day. 
Following  the  general  title,  it  is  divided  into  four  "  Steps,"  which 
are  arranged  in  order  thus:  **  First  Step  from  Atheism  to  Theism,'* 
four  chapters ;  "  Second  Step  from  Theism  to  Christianity,"  four 
chapters;  "Third  Step  Romanism  to  Protestantism,"  four  chap- 
ters; "  Fourth  Step  firom  the  Letter  to  the  Spirit,"  two  chapters. 
The  lectures  are  timely  and  able — they  are  also  interesting  and 
popular.  They  have  the  interest  and  freshness  which  characterize 
all  the  well-meant  and  useful  writings  of  their  author.  We  always 
find  in  him  much  that  is  quickening  and  truthful — ^not  a  little  ear- 
nestness and  devotion  in  the  service  of  important  truth,  a  clear 
style,  familiar  and  varied  illustrations  and  practical  aims.  We  are 
forced  to  add,  that  there  are  occasional  weaknesses  of  thought 
and  feeblenesses  of  illustration,  which  seem  to  belittle  his  subject, 
and  almost  to  insult  the  understanding  of  manly  and  earnest  en- 
quirers after  truth.  The  remarks  upon  eternal  punishment  and  on 
the  relation  of  religion  to  theology,  in  the  present  volume,  are  nei- 
ther true  nor  strong.  Mr.  Clarke  would  be  not  a  whit  less  libe- 
ral, in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  were  he  sometimes  not  a  little 
less  superficial.  « 

The  Antb-Nicenb  LiBBABT.f — The  two  latest  volumes  of  the 

*8t4pt  of  Belief;  or  Rational  Christianity  maintained  against  Atheism,  Free 
Religion,  and  Romanism,  By  J  amis  Fkbbman  Clabsje.  Boston :  American  Uni- 
tarian Association.     1870. 

t  7%tf  AnU  Nicetie  ChrUtian  Library.  Vols  xv.  and  xvi  Edinburgh : 
T.  and  T.  Olark  &  Co.    1870.    New  York:  Charles  Scribner  A  Ca 
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series  are  the  "  Apocryphal  Gospek,  Acts  and  Revelations,"  trans- 
lated by  Alexander  Walker,  Esq ,  and  the  second  volume  of  Ter- 
tullian.  It  is  stated  that  five  or  six  volumes  more  will  complete 
the  Ante-Nicene  period.  These,  it  is  presumed,  will  consist, 
partly  at  least,  of  writings  of  Origen.  Only  the  deprindpiis  and 
a  small  portion  of  the  treatise  against  Celsus  have,  thus  far,  be^i 
introduced  into  the  collection.  The  Edinburg  publishers  an- 
nounce a  new  edition  of  the  select  writings  of  Augustine,  which 
will  inclade  the  most  important  of  his  polemical  treatises,  together 
with  the  "City  of  God,"  eta 

Ambbican  Edition  of  Smith's  Dictionary  of  the  Bible. — 
The  xxviilth  and  xxviii.th  numbers  of  the  Dictionary  have  been 
received.  The  last  (unfinished)  article  is  "  Syria."  The  learned 
editors  deserve  congratulation  that  so  solid  and  useful  a  work 
and  one  which  involves  so  much  labor  on  their  part,  approaches 
its  completion. 

Pbofessor  Hoppins's  Homiletics. — A  new  and  revised  edition 
of  this  treatise  has  just  appeared.  The  wide  circulation  and  cor- 
dial reception  of  the  work  among  ministers  and  theological  pro- 
fessors affords  a  gratifying  proof  that  the  subject  attracts  atten- 
tion, and  that  Professor  Hoppin's  treatment  of  it  is  justly  appre- 
ciated. 

The  Christian  Doctrinb  of  Marriage.* — ^Dr.  Evans'  treatise 
on  the  law  of  marriage  has  the  air  of  one  of  those  exhaustive  and 
learned  works  upon  special  themes,  which  are  more  satisfactory 
and  convenient  for  reference  than  attractive  for  the  common  read- 
ing. The  titles  of  the  fifteen  chapters  and  the  intermediate 
sections  would  indicate  that  most  of  the  aspects  of  this  im- 
portant relation  of  life  are  considered  in  the  light  of  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Scriptures  and  of  sober  human  experience.  The 
author  was  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  well 
known  as  a  writer  upon  topics  connected  with  ecclesiastical 
matters,  and  who  merited  the  high  esteem  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lived.  Dr.  Evans'  treatise  is  timely  in  its  relations  to  a 
subject  which  is  now  so  earnestly  discussed  by  moralists  and 
divines  and  which  deserves  to  be  pondered  by  every  lover  of  his 

*  A  TVeatise  on  the  Chrittian  Doctrine  of  Marriage,  By  Hugh  Datet 
Etamb,  LL.  D.  With  a  Biographical  sketoh  of  the  author,  etc.,  etc.  New  York  ' 
Hurd  <fe  Houghton.    1870. 
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country  and  his  kind,  in  view  of  the  fearful  lazness  of  sentiment 
and  practice  which  prevail  among  us.  It  deserves  a  place  in  every 
library,  for  its  ezhaustiveness  and  sobriety. 

Faibbairn  on  tab  Typology  op  Scbiptubb.*  This  book  has 
been  so  well  known  for  several  years  both  in  England  and  in  this 
country,  that  we  only  deem  it  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the 
£EU)t  that  it  is  now  issued  in  a  fiilh  edition.  The  fouth  edition  watr 
published  in  1863,  and  was  very  carefully  revised  and  re-written, 
with  a  view  to  recent  discussions  and  views  upon  the  subject  of 
Typology.  The  present  edition  is  only  a  reprint  of  the  fourth 
with  very  slight  changes  or  improvements. 

AsPBCTS  OP  HuMANTFY.t — WiNDPALLS.J — The  auonymous  au- 
thor of  '*  Aspects  of  Humanity"  and  Windfalls,"  is  at  once  gentle 
and  profound  in  his  musings  upon  Science,  Theology,  and  Human 
Life.  His  spirit  has  been  largely  moulded  by  Christianity  accord- 
ing to  William  Penn,  and  consequently  is  always  refined  and 
thoughtful,  while  it  is  in  a  good  sense  independent  and  individual 
in  its  movements  and  products. 


HISTOmOAL  AND  BIOOBAPHIOAL. 

MoMMSBN^s  HisTOBY  OP  RoMB,  VoL.  ni.§ — ^The  interest  of 
this  remarkable  work  deepens  with  each  succeeding  volume.  The 
one  now  before  us  takes  up  the  history  of  the  great  republic  at 
the  close  of  the  third  Macedonian  war  in  168,  and  traces  the  pro- 
gress of  its  external  growth  and  its  internal  decay  for  nearly  a 
century,  closing  with  the  death  of  the  dictator,  Sulla,  in  78.  It 
rehearses  the  extinction  of  Grecian  independence,  the  destruction 
of  Carthage  and  Numantia,  the  reforming  and  revolutionary  ca- 
reer of  the  Gracchi,  the  first  great  aggressive  movement  of  Ger- 

*  The  Typology  of  Scripture^  yiewed  iii  oonnection  with  Ihe  whole  seriea  of  the 
Divine  DispeDsations.  By  Patrick  Pai&baibn,  D.  D.,  Prinuipal  and  Professor  of 
Diyinity,  Free  Charch  College,  Gksgow.  Edinbnigb :  T.  <fe  T.  Clark,  1S70.  2 
vols.  Svo.,  pp.  604 — 660.    New  York :  Charles  Saribn«r  A  Co. 

f  AapeetM  of  Humanity ^  brokenly  mwrored  in  the  av&r-iweUing  Current  of  Su- 
man  Speech,     Philadelphia :  J.  B.  Lippincott  dk  Co.     1869. 

t  WindfalU,    By  the  author  of  "  Aspects  of  Humanity.**  Philadelphia :  1870. 

§  7%e  Hietory  of  Rome^  by  Thkodor  Moicmskn.  Translated  by  Rev.  Wil* 
UAM  P.  Dickson,  D.  D.  Volume  III.  New  Tork:  Charles  Scribner  A  Co 
1870.    12mo.,  pp.  K,  671. 
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manio  barbarians  (the  invaBion  of  the  Cimbri  and  Tentones),  the 
tremendous  convulsion  oST  the  Social  War,  the  bitter  and  bloody 
party-struggles  under  Marins  and  Sulla,  and  the  short-lived  organ- 
ism of  the  Snllan  constitution .  In  his  estimate  of  the  Gracchi, 
Mommsen  differs  from  most  historians,  treating  Tiberius  as  a  well- 
meaning  booby,  and  showing  an  evident  preference  for  the  un- 
scrupulous but  clear-headed  and  capable  Caius.  The  narrative  of 
the  Social  war  is  a  marvel  of  historical  construction.  The  interest 
and  importance  of  this  mighty  contest  have  long  been  recognized, 
but  the  materials  for  tracing  its  course  are  so  amazingly  scanty, 
that  the  historians  have  generally  given  it  up  an  an  insoluble  prob- 
lem. Mommsen  alone  has  worked  it  out  into  a  continuous  and  in- 
telligible story. 

The  portraitures  of  character  scattered  through  the  volume  are 
singula  ly  vivid  and  intense.  We  are  strongly  tempted  to  quote 
the  description  of  Mithradates,  which  sets  forth  with  impressive 
power  the  combination  of  boundlass  activity,  ever-wakeful  suspi- 
cion, and  unrelenting  cruelty,  in  that  old  sultan  of  the  Orient. 
But  the  passage  is  almost  too  long  for  quotation,  and  we  must  be 
content  with  conmiending  it  to  the  attention  of  our  readers. 

Thb  ParvALE  Lifb  op  Galileo.* — ^The  anonymous  author  of 
the  Private  Life  of  Ghilileo  has  compiled  from  authentic  docu- 
ments a  very  valuable  sketch  of  this  most  remarkable  philoso- 
pher. It  is  unpretending  and  seemingly  dry,  even  to  repulsive- 
ness  at  first,  but  as  the  narrative  proceeds  and  the  reader  is  taken 
up  by  the  details  of  the  story,  his  imagination  is  kindled,  and  the 
inner  and  outer  life  of  the  great  discoverer  ar6  recreated  before 
him.  The  letters  from  his  daughter,  in  the  trivial  details  which 
they  contain,  enable  him  to  understand  the  life  of  those  times. 
The  sad  replies  of  the  father  reveal  the  mortifying  humiliations 
to  which  he  was  subjected  and  expose  the  horrible  nature  of  the 
machinations  by  which  he  was  surrounded.  The  sentence  of 
the^nquisition  concerning  the  doctrine  of  the  motion  of  the  earth, 
in  all  the  grim  solemnity  of  its  asseverations,  is  an  excellent 
travesty  of  the  approaching  declaration  of  infallibility.  It  was 
lucky  that  only  seven  caardinals  signed  this  sentence,  in  their 
official  capacity  as  inquisitors,  and  that  the  wily  Jesuits   who 

*  The  Private  Life  of  Galileo.  Compiled  principally  fh>m  his  correspondenoe 
and  that  of  his  eldest  danjrhter,  Sister  Maria  Celeste,  now  in  the  Franciscan  Con- 
vent of  St  Matthew,  Arcetrl    Boston:  Nichols  A  Noyes.     1870. 
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moved  the  process,  withheld  the  Pope  from  any  officicial  con- 
nection with  a  declaration  which  the  world  now  jeers  at  if  ith 
a  division  too  complete  to  admit  of  scorn. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mb.  Lowell's  *'  Among  my  Books."*  To  attain  to  high  emi- 
nence both  as  a  poet  and  a  critic,  presupposes  a  rare  combination 
of  powers,  and  has,  therefore,  seldom  been  achieved.  Johnson  is 
not  an  instance,  since  neither  as  a  poet  nor  as  a  critic  does  he 
maintain  the  rank  accorded  to  him  hj  his  over-admiring  contem- 
poraries. Lessing,  in  Germany,  and  Coleridge,  in  England,  are 
the  most  prominent  examples  that  occur  to  us,  of  this  double  suc- 
cess and  felicity.  There  is  now  to  be  added  to  them  the  name  of 
our  own  countryman,  the  mention  of  which  carries  with  it  pleas- 
ant associations  to  the  ear  ot  all  cultivated  readers  of  the  English 
tongue.  Even  beyond  the  circle  of  those  who  read  the  best  poems 
and  the  best  essays,  the  name  of  Mr.  Lowell  is  familiar ;  for  who 
has  not  read  with  delight  the  Biglow  Papers,  both  those  of  the 
earlier  and  the  later  series  ?  The  volume  of  Essays  before  us  con- 
tains articles  on  "  Dryden,"  "  Witchcraft,"  "  Shakespeare  once 
more,"  *'  New  England  two  centuries  ago,"  "  Lessing,"  and  "  Rous- 
seau and  the  Sentimentalists," — each  of  which  is  a  masterpiece  in 
its  way.  We  fancy  that  most  persons  who  take  up  the  book, 
without  a  previous  acquaintance  with  the  prose  writings  of  the 
author,  will  be  first  struck  with  the  wide  range  of  his  reading, 
which  covers  not  only  the  classical  works  in  the  literature  of  the 
European  languages,  ancient  and  modem,  but  embraces  a  vast  cat- 
alogue of  works  "  rare  and  curious,"  which  would  attract  the  no- 
tice of  none  but  an  insatiable  lover  of  books.  That  Mr.  Lowell 
should  bring  poetic  insight  and  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  playful  hu- 
mor to  the  discussion  of  literary  themes,  was  to  be  expected. 
There  is  not  a  page  which  does  not  sparkle  with  bright  thoughts 
and  images.  What,  however,  is  most  worthy  of  attention  in  this 
assemblage  of  excellent  qualities,  is  the  power  of  philosophical 
observation,  the  keen  and  profound  perception  of  human  nature, 
in  its  most  occult  and  subtle  workings.  The  Papers  on  Shakes- 
peare and  on  Rousseau,  are  fine  illustrations  of  this  most  delicate 
psychological  analysis.  We  are  inclined  to  judge  that  nothing 
hat  been  written  on  Hamlet  to  equal  certain  passages  in  the  for- 

*  Among  my  £ook$.  By  Jam kb  Russbll  Lowell,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Belles- 
Lettres  in  Harvard  College.    Boston:  Helds,  Osgood  A  Go,;  1870. 
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mer  of  these  Besays.  The  type  of  character  which  Hamlet  rep- 
resents is  anfolded  and  depicted  with  adniirable  acnteness  and 
aptness  of  phraseology.  ''  Of  deliberate  energy,  he  [Hamlet]  is 
not  capable ;  for  then  the  impnlse  mast  come  from  within,  and 
the  blade  of  his  analysis  is  so  subtle  that  it  can  divide  the  finest 
hair  of  motive  'twixt  north  and  northwest  side,  leaving  him  des- 
perate to  choose  between  theuL^'  ^  A  critical  insight  so  insatia- 
ble that  it  mast  tarn  apon  himself,  for  lack  of  something  dse  to 
hew  and  hack,  becomes  incapable  at  last  of  originating  anything 
except  indecision.''  *^  Like  a  mnsician  distrastful  of  himself,  he  is 
forever  tuning  his  instrament,  first  overstraining  this  cord  a  little, 
and  then  that,  but  unable  to  bring  them  into  unison,  or  to  profit 
by  it  if  he  could.'*  *'  He  is  unconscious  of  his  own  peculiar  qual- 
ities, as  men  of  demsion  commonly  are,  or  they  would  not  be  men 
of  decision.  When  there  is  a  thing  to  be  done,  they  go  straight 
at  it,  and  for  the  time  there  is  nothing  in  the  whole  universe  but 
themselves  and  their  object.  Hamlet,  on  the  other  hand,  is  always 
studying  himself.  This  world,  and  the  other  too,  are  always 
present  to  his  mind,  and  there  in  the  corner  is  the  little  blaak  ko- 
bold  of  a  doubt  making  mouths  at  him.  He  breaks  down  the 
bridges  before  him,  not  behind  him,  as  a  man  of  action  would  do." 
Mr.  Lowell  would  do  an  ezceUent  service  to  all  young  students 
(and  old  ones  too),  if  he  would  write  critical  lectures  upon  the 
various  plays  of  Shakespeare.  His  knowledge  of  the  Greek  tra- 
gedies would  qualify  him  to  bring  out  the  Christian  elements  in 
the  Poet,  while  his  taste,  erudition,  humor,  and  exquisite  feeling, 
would  disclose  riches  of  meaning  in  these  greatest  of  modem 
dramas,  such  as,  but  for  this  aid,  would  remain  concealed  from  the 
ordinary  reader. 

Antonia,*  is  the  second  of  the  series  of  George  Sand's  Select 
Novels  which  are  now  in  course  of  publication  by  Roberts  Broth- 
ers. We  infer  that  the  publication  will  include  in  the  series  no 
tales  which  are  not  fit  to  be  circulated  and  read,  from  the  fact 
that  they  have  appended  to  Antonia  two  able  critiques  upon  her 
writings,  in  one  of  which  we  find  all  the  concessions  which  should 
be  asked  for  in  respect  to  those  of  her  works  which  are  neither 
suitable  virginibus  puerisque,  nor  for  any  person  who  has  not 
some  special  calling  to  collect  and  examine  offensive  specimens  of 
morbid  anatomy. 

*  Antonia.  A  noTel.  By  Oiomai  Sahd.  Translated  firom  the  French  by 
Virginia  Vaughan.    Boaton :  Roberta  Brothera.    1870. 
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**Thb  Natiok."*. — ^Thie  treatise  on  the  nature  and  founda- 
tions of  civil  society,  is  the  work  of  an  educated  and  reflecting 
man  who  has  devoted  a  number  of  years  to  the  conscientious 
study  of  the  subject.  He  has  cdled  to  his  aid  the  best 
authors  in  the  field,  and  has  carefully  pondered  their  opinions 
and  arguments.  It  may  be  that  his  intercourse  with  German 
philosophers  has  affected  unfavorably,  in  some  degree,  the  sharp- 
ness and  perspicuity  of  his  style ;  but  it  is  satisfetctory  that  he 
has  not  passed  by  difficult  writers  who  so  well  deserve  attention. 
Mr.  Multbrd  discusses  the  question  of  the  ori^  of  society,  in  a 
spirit  of  opposition  to  all  the  empirical  and  superficial  theories  which 
refer  social  life  and  organization  to  caases  more  or  less  accidental. 
He  adopts  the  profounder  view  that  the  individual  does  not  exist 
for  himself  and  that  by  himself  he  is  incompletCy  and  that  society 
has  thus  a  necessary  and  rational  ground  of  existence.  A  qtuiH 
realistic  mode  of  thought  pervades  the  entire  work,  imparting  a 
certain  charm  as  well  as  depth  to  passages,  the  exact  purport  of 
which  it  might  not  be  always  easy  to  convey  in  the  terms  of 
another  philosophy.  Mr.  Mulford  does  not  confine  himself  to  the 
region  of  abstract  thought,  but  he  takes  up  the  American  politi- 
cal system,  and  he  enters  into  the  subject  of  the  relation  of  each 
State  to  the  government  of  the  Union.  It  will  not  be  practicable 
for  us  here  to  present  a  full  analysis  of  the  author's  doctrines,  or 
an  account  of  the  arguments  on  which  they  rest.  We  commend 
the  work  as  the  product  of  an  able  and  thoughtful  scholar,  and 
as  well  worthy  to  be  studied  by  students  of  the  science  of  poli- 
tics. The  broad,  underlying  principles  of  politcjil  society  are  ex- 
amined by  him,  in  themselves  and  in  their  bearing  on  the  prob- 
lems of  American  statesmanship.  It  is  not  the  work  of  a  par- 
tisan, but  of  a  scholar  and  philosopher. 

Ambbic^k  Collbgbs  and  thb  Ambkican  P(7BLio.f — Professor 
Noah  Porter  has  presented  to  the  pubUc,  in  this  volume,  an  in- 
teresting discussion  of  many  of  the  questions  connected  with  our 
colleges  which  are  now  largely  occupying  the  American  mind. 
A  thorough  examination  and  review  of  the  work — such  as  it  de- 
serves— would  require  an  extended  Article.    But,  though  it  has 

*  Ilie  NaHim :  The  foondaUons  of  ciyil  order  and  political  life  in  the  United 
States.    By  E.  Mulford.    New  York :  Hard  A  Honorhton.    1870. 

f  The  American  OdUg—  and  the  American  PMie.  By  Noah  Portbb,  D.  D., 
Profeemr  in  Tale  College.  New  Haven :  Oharles  E.  Ohatfleld  &  Oo.  1870. 
pp.  285. 
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come  to  us  from  the  publishers  too  late  for  any  such  notice,  we 
cannot  pass  it  over  altogether  in  our  present  number — and  we 
take  this  opportunity  to  commend  it  heartily  to  all  our  readers  who 
are  interested  in  the  subject  of  University  education.  Professor 
Porter's  views  will  receive,  as  we  cannot  doubt,  the  attentive 
consideration  which  they  merit,  both  because  they  are  the  result 
of  his  long  experience  of  college  life  and  because  they  are  the 
views  of  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  classics  and  of  the  best  parts 
of  the  established  college  system.  A  portion  of  the  book  is 
made  up  of  the  Articles  on  the  subject  which,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, were  published  in  the  New  Englomder  diring  the  last 
year.  But  those  who  have  already  read  those  Articles  will  be 
glad  to  see  them  in  their  new  form  and  to  read  the  additional 
chapters  that  the  author  has  added  to  them. 

Wabp  and  Woof.* — Mr.  DuflSeld  indicates  in  "Warp  and 
Woof,''  a  rare  and  almost  fatal  facility  iu  versifying,  which  seems 
to  serve  the  author  equally  well  whether  the  theme  is  grave  or 
gay,  whether  it  is  profound  or  common-place.  His  grace  and 
ease  are  certainly  uncommon,  and  the  elevation  of  his  sentiments 
is  always  conspicuous.  With  concentration  ot  his  powers  and  con- 
densation of  his  work  he  will  rise  to  high  achievements. 
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This  is  the  oldest  of  the  series.  lo  its  main  features  it  still  follows  in  the 
path  marked  out  by  Brougham,  Jeff^y,  Sydney  Smith,  and  Lord  Holland,  its 
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Article  I— PRESIDENT  FAIRCHILD'S  MORAL 
PHILOSOPHY. 

Moral  PhUoaophy  ;  or^  the  Science  of  Obligation.    By  James 
H.  Faibohild,  President  of  Oberlin  College. 

Moral  Philosophy  is  a  branch  of  science  upon  which  many 
books  have  already  been  written,  and  still  there  is  room  for 
improvement.  No  two  writers  are  entirely  agreed  except  in 
the  more  prominent  principles  of  the  science ;  yet  they  agree 
much  more  nearly  in  ideas  than  in  forms  of  statement.  In 
prosecuting  this  most  important  branch  of  study,  one  which 
occupies  no  secondary  place,  we  need  a  text  book  which  shall 
be  an  improvement  on  those  hitherto  in  use ;  and  one  that 
shall,  if  possible,  harmonize  the  differing  views  of  Philoso- 
phere. 

This  book  professes  to  be  especially  adapted  to  the  use  of 
pupils  in  schools  and  colleges.    As  such  we  hail  its  appearance 
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with  great  satisfaction.  It  cerfainly  is  an  improvement  npon 
most  text  books  heretofore  used.  The  author  has  adapted  it 
very  well  to  its  end, — in  size,  arrangement,  and  matter.  He 
tells  us  he  wished  to  make  a  small  book,  but  we  cannot  help 
regretting  that  he  did  not  give  some  extended  explana- 
tions and  illustrations  on  several  important  subjects,  even  at  the 
risk  of  enlarging  the  book.  We  think  that  this  might  have 
been  done  without  any  enlargement,  by  condensing  some  por- 
tions of  less  importance  and  by  leaving  out  repetitions  of  the 
same  or  similar  ideas.  We  are  much  pleased  with  the  catch 
words  placed  in  the  margin  of  each  page,  designating  the  lead- 
ing ideas  treated  of.  On  the  whole  the  arrangement  and  man- 
ner of  treating  the  subjects  are  such  as  will  assist  instructors 
in  imparting,  and  pupils  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  truths 
developed. 

The  principles  of  psychology  and  of  moral  philosophy  which 
the  author  adopts  and  makes  the  foundation  of  his  reasoning, 
are  mainly  correct ;  indeed  we  think  that  scarcely  any  erro- 
neous principles  can  be  found  among  them.  This  is  saying 
considerable  of  any  writer  on  moral  plxilosophy.  We  do  not 
think,  however,  that  these  true  principles  are  as  clearly  stated 
and  as  fully  and  correctly  carried  out  as  they  should  be.  While 
we  are  aware  that  it  is  much  easier  to  find  defects  than  to  cor- 
rect them,  we  shall  proceed  to  point  out  as  clearly  as  we  can, 
what  we  regard  as  defects  or  failures  in  the  development  of 
these  true  principles  of  the  science, — ^not  all  that  might  be  sta- 
ted, but  only  the  more  important  ones. 

The  psychological  principles  stated  in  this  book  are  very 
few — hardly  suflScient  we  think  to  give  a  full  and  solid 
foundation  on  which  to  rear  the  science  of  moral  philosophy. 
What  the  moral  faculties  are,  and  how  known,  we  think  should 
have  been  a  little  more  fully  illustrated.  Conscience,  the  great 
moral  faculty  of  the  soul,  is  in  no  sense  treated  psychological- 
ly. The  authority  of  its  acts,  as  well  as  its  operations  and  limi- 
tations, are  very  fully  and  ably  discussed ;  but  we  think  its 
existence  and  our  knowledge  of  it  should  have  been  carefully 
considered,  as  the  great  distinctive  faculty  of  "fnoral  agency. 

The  three-fold  division  of  the  faculties  of  the  soul  into  "  in- 
tellect, sensibility,  and  free  will,"  which  are  clearly  the  same  as 
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the  faculties  of  knowing,  feeling,  and  willing,  is  adopted  very 
correctly  by  the  author  as  the  true  division.  The  faculty  of 
free-will  is  described  as  the  "  power  of  choosing  or  refusing," 
that  is,  of  choosing  any  given  object  or  its  opposite.  The 
possession  of  this  faculty  he  affirms  "is  implied  in  the  very 
idea  of  obligation,"  and  "  is  an  essential  attribute  of  person- 
ality." 

The  faculty  of  feding  is  described  as  "  the  suceptibility  to 
pleasure  or  pain,"  good  or  evil.  This  idea  of  good  or  evil,  re- 
vealed in  the  sensibility,  is  declared  to  be  "  the  necessary  an- 
tecedent of  that  of  obligation."  Here  the  author  states  very 
clearly  two  of  the  necessary  conditions  of  obligation,  viz.  free- 
will or  freedom,  and  a  "good"  in  the  sensibility.  If  he  had  added 
to  these  "  a  good  as  an  end,"  that  is,  a  good  seen  or  known  by 
the  moral  agent  to  be  within  his  power  to  choose,  he  would 
have  given  all  of  these  conditions. 

The  author  makes  happiness  the  trv^  good.  On  page  25th, 
he  says,  "  well-being,  satisfaction,  happiness  then  is  the  true 
good — the  summujn  bonum^  not  merely  in  the  sense  of  the 
highest  good,  but  of  the  final,  ultimate,  absolute  good,  that  in 
which  all  other  goods  terminate  and  find  their  value."  "  Rela- 
tive good  on  the  other  hand  is  good,  that  is  valued  for  its 
uses."  Again  he  says,  "  the  terra  happiness  is  used  in  this 
treatise,  not  in  the  low,  restricted  sense  given  it  by  some  wri- 
ters, but  as  comprehensive  of  all  satisfaction,  blessedness,  well- 
being,  from  the  lowest  forms  of  animal  pleasure  to  the  highest 
joys  wliich  dwell  in  the  bosom  of  God."  "  In  this  sense,  it  is 
absolute  good  and  the  ordy  absolute  good."  Here  we  have 
happiness  the  good,  the  only  good  tl^at  is  absolute,  and  all  other 
things  good  only  as  uses :  as  tending  to  promote  happiness. 
The  opposite  of  happiness  is  misery^  pain^  or  suffering.  The 
only  absolute  evil  and  all  other  things  are  evil  only  as  tending 
to  produce  misery  or  to  destroy  happiness.  This  should  have 
been  added  as  a  first  truth. 

These  are  all  simple  ideas,  primary,  fundamental,  and.  uni- 
versal. Tliey  might  and  we  think  ought  to  have  been  laid 
down  as  axioms  in  morals  in  the  very  commencement  of  oor 
author's  work.    They  are  axioms  which  form  the  necessary 
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basis  of  any  moral  reasoning,  and  through  which  every  one 
cognizes  his  own  being  as  moraZ  and  responsible. 

Now  with  these  moral  axioms^  evidently  regarded  as  such 
by  our  author,  where  is  obligation  found  ?  and  how  does  it 
originate?  The  author  answers  this  question  fully,  thus,  **  In 
the  presence  or  thought  of  this  good  (absolute  good)  obligation 
is  perceived.  The  intelligence  sees  the  good  to  be  an  object  of 
value,  and  with  that  perception  arises  the  idea  of  obligation." 
With  this  clear  statement  of  the  origin  of  the  idea,  it  is  mar- 
vellous that  in  his  opening  chapter  the  author  should  have 
affirmed  that  "  obligation,  the  theme  of  ethical  philosophy  ad- 
mits of  no  definition,  except  by  a  synonym.  The  idea  is  a 
simple  one  incapable  of  analysis."  Can  that  be  a  simple  idea 
which  originates  from  several  other  ideas  as  antecedent  and 
necessary  conditions  as  the  author  affirms  the  idea  of  obliga- 
tion does  ?  Such  a  concept  admits  of  a  definition.  It  cannot, 
with  any  reason,  be  disposed  of  by  the  mere  synonyms,  ougfU^ 
dutyy  right,  and  the  like  words,  which  equally  demand  explan- 
ation. The  idea  of  obligation  is,  indeed,  a  universal  idea, 
though  not  simple.  Had  the  author  put  his  own  ideas  con- 
cerning it  as  expressed  in  various  forms  and  places,  into  a  fiill 
definition,  it  would  have  stood  thus  :  Moral  obligation  is  the 
binding  force  or  influence  of  the  highest  good,  seen  and  known 
by  the  moral  being  at  the  time  to  be  within  his  power  to 
choose.  Here  are  all  the  conditions  of  obligation,  viz.  a  free 
agent,  a  person,  a  good  to  be  chosen,  seen  to  be  the  highest 
good,  and  within  his  power  to  choose  as  an  end.  When  these 
conditions  exist  in  the  mind  conjointly,  obligation,  as  Dr.  Hop- 
kins says,  is  necessarily  affirmed.  On  these  conditions  existing 
for  the  first  time  the  feeling  of  obligation  is  produced  in  the 
sensibility  and  the  idea  is  originated — makes  its  first  appear- 
ance and  is  cognized  by  the  moral  being.  What  then  is  it  that 
originates  the  feeling  of  obligation,  first  brings  it  into  the  field 
of  every  one's  consciousness?  Only  one  answer  can  reasonably 
be  given  to  this  question,  which  is  the  answer  given  by  this 
author.  He  says,  "  In  the  presence  of  this  good  is  obligation 
perceived,  and  the  idea  of  obligation  arises."  It  is  the  good, 
the  absolute  good,  blessedness,  happiness,  that  which  is  valuable 
in  itself  in  some  mode  presented,  that  always  gives  the  idea ; 
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and  if  it  gives  or  originates  the  idea,  it  certainly  imposes  the  ob- 
ligation. This  is  the  thing  that  influences — binds  with  its  own 
inherent  force  to  the  required  choice.  It  is  usually,  perhaps 
always,  some  specific  good  in  the  first  instance — some  good, 
embodied  in  some  distinct  object — which  originates  the  idea 
and  imposes  obligation, — i,  e.  :  speciJiG  obligation. 

We  shall  reach  the  same  result  if  we  proceed  to  examine  the 
origin  of  the  generic  obligation.  This  is  an  obligation  to  choose 
the  good,  happiness,  or  well-being  distinct  from  any  particular 
object,  being,  or  action  in  which  the  good  may  be  found.  Our 
author  describes  this  generic  good  in  the  following  language. 
"  Well-being,  satisfaction,  happiness  is  good  independently  of 
any  desire  which  may  fasten  upon  it,  and  of  any  relation  what- 
ever." This  is  good  in  the  generic  sense.  Happiness,  blessed- 
ness, or  well-being,  stands  thus  on  its  own  independent  merits 
of  inherent  value;  deriving  none  of  its  value  from  any 
thing  beside.  But  when  our  author  describes  it  as  a  good,  in- 
dependent of  any  desire  or  relation,  he  evidently  means  any 
specific  desire  or  any  specific  relation.  He  certainly  does  not 
mean  to  deny  that  it  stands  related  to  the  moral  being  or  any 
and  every  moral  being  as  an  object  to  be  chosen,  and  chosen  for 
itself;  for  he  repeatedly  aflSrms  this:  nor  does  he  mean  to  stultify 
himself  by  declaring  that  it  awakens  no  movement  in  the  sen- 
sibility, nor  tends  to  do  so ;  but  that  happiness  or  well-being 
is  a  good.  This  is  the  generic  good  which  our  author  tells  us 
the  intelligence  sees  to  be  an  object  of  value. 

Now  as  tliis  good  is  generic,  so  must  the  obligation  also  be 
generic.  He  describes  the  obligation  to  be  '' The  duty  to  re- 
spect it,  to  treat  it  as  good,  to  will  it  to  all  sentient  beings,  to 
stand  ready  to  promote  it."  Here  is  a  state  of  mind  that  is 
pnrely  generic.  Not  a  specific  volition  fastening  upon  any  speci- 
fic good,  or  object  of  good,  which  passes  out  of  the  mind  as 
soon  as  it  is  formed  ;  but  a  generic  state  of  mind — a  '^  willing 
to  all  sentient  beings  "  "  not  to  any  one  in  particular."  "  It  is 
a  standing  ready  to  promote  the  good  as  occasion  or  opportunity 
arises,"  the  choice  of  a  good  which  is  always  present  and  one 
which  never  can  be  absent.  Thus  the  mind  is  placed  upon  the 
watch  tower  with  a  will  ready  to  act  with  energy,  looking  out 
for  the  coming  of  this  generic  good  in  some  specific  form.    It 
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is  a  will  or  piiri>ose  to  direct  the  powers  of  being  to  the  produc- 
tion of  good.  Tliis  is  seen  to  be  a  continuous  state  of  mind, 
covering  time,  not  originated  to-day  and  as  quickly  abandoned 
to-morrow,  but  as  our  author  says,  existing  "  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  the  relation  (specific)  of  the  good  to  ourselves  or 
to  any  other  particular  being.''  Covering  even  the  time  when 
"  the  being  whose  good  is  contemplated  may  be  wholly  beyond 
our  reach,  the  obligation  to  choose  the  good  is  still  the  same." 
Though  it  may  be  impossible  or  even  improper  that  any  thing 
should  be  done  to  promote  that  good ;  that  is,  no  way  be  seen  at 
the  time  by  which  it  can  be  done,  "  this  does  not  afiect  the 
obligation  to  will  the  good,"  that  is,  in  this  generic  sense, 
to  control  and  direct  the  powers  to  secure  it.  Here,  then, 
is  described  fully  and  minutely  the  generic  obligation  to  choose 
the  geneinc  good. 

It  is  in  point  here  to  inquire  when  does  this  generic  obliga- 
tion originate,  and  what  imposes  it  ?  Our  author  answers  in 
the  following  language :  ''  Thence  to  every  moral  being  the 
only  condition  of  obligation  is  the  perception  of  the  good," 
meaning  this  generic  good.  Here  the  only  condition  to  any 
and  every  moral  being  is  the  perception  of  his  generic  good — 
the  good  of  being  in  general.  It  is  seen  by  the  moral  being. 
It  is  always  within  his  power  to  choose  it — to  will  it  in  the 
highest  degree  of  which  he  is  capable.  These  things  being 
true  our  author  says  this  generic  obligation  arises.  But  what 
originates  it  ?  The  perception,  as  he  says,  is  the  condition — 
the  only  condition.  And  what  is  more,  it  is  nothing  but  a  con- 
dition. The  only  thing  which  brings  upon  the  moral  being 
this  generic  obligation  is  the  good^  this  generic  good,  the 
"  blessedness  or  happiness  "  of  being  in  general.  This  is  tlie 
binding  fv>rce — this  influences — this  imposes  obligation  by  its 
own  inherent  value.  This  is  the  one  idea  or  truth  which  more 
than  any  other  pervades  the  whole  of  this  authors  reasoning. 
The  truth  that  happiness  is  the  ultimate  good — the  absolute 
good,  the  only  thing  valuable  in  itself — that  which  gives  to 
government  its  right  to  be  and  iavests  the  ruler  of  every  name, 
both  divine  and  human,  with  his  only  right  to  rule.  All  indi- 
vidual rights  have  their  basis  in  susceptibilities,  or  capacities 
to  enjoy — and  all  duties  in  capabilities  of  producing  blessed- 
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ness.  Surely  no  one  can  fail  to  see  that  in  the  view  of  this 
author  happiness  is  the  one  broad  foundation  on  which  all  obli- 
gation rests.  This  being  so,  it  is  one  grand  failure  in  this  work 
that  the  author  did  not  in  the  commencement  of  it  give  to 
moral  obligation  a  distinct  definition  instead  of  asserting  that 
it  could  not  be  defined.  Ho^  should  have  clearly  and  fiilly 
announced  that  the  foundation  of  moral  obligation  is  happi- 
ness, i.^.,  generic  obligation  is  imposed  by  the  general  good  and 
founded  upon  it. 

To  meet  this  generic  obligation  by  willing  the  highest  good 
of  being  in  general,  is,  according  to  our  author,  rigjd  action. 
This  is  henevolevice.  In  this  alone  resides  right  moral  char- 
acter or  goodness,  while  the  opposite,  a  refusal  to  meet  this 
generic  obligation  is  sinful  action — wrong  moral  character. 
To  one  or  the  other  of  these  two  opposing  states  of  will,  every 
specific  moral  act  is  to  be  traced,  and  derives  its  character 
from  it. 

The  term  benevolence  is  here  used  in  a  broader  sense  than  is 
commonly  given  to  it.  It  is  perhaps  more  generally  applied  to 
denote  the  choice  by  a  moral  being  of  the  highest  good  ot 
others  than  himself,  excluding  his  own  highest  well  being ;  but 
in  this  treatise  it  includes  both  the  highest  grK)d  of  the  indi- 
vidual and  that  of  all  others.  Thus  developed  it  is  a  universal 
law.  It  is  applicable  to  all  moral  beings ;  both  to  the  creator 
and  to  creatures.  It  makes  happiness  the  ultimate  good;  the 
end  for  all,  giving  the  character  for  goodness  to  all  who  choose 
it.  But  in  its  application  to  creatures,  finite  and  ignorant,  it 
needs  some  distinct  embodiment,  some  directing  force,  by  which 
the  created  and  the  finite  who  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  duty  depending  on  the  seen  tendencies  and 
-relations  of  things  may  be  guidea.  Such  a  directing  force  is 
the  being  and  will  of  God.  He  is  infinite  in  knowledge, 
goodness,  and  power,  and  has  all  resources  of  good  treasured 
up  in  his  own  being.  He  alone  is  able  to  instruct,  and  guide, 
as  well  as  bless.  His  will,  ascertained,  becomes  the  highest, 
yea,  the  infallible  evidence  of  what  will  secure  the  highest 
good  to  each  and  to  all.  This  generic  principle  of  benevolence 
directs  at  once  to  the  choice  of  Him  as  the  supreme  good  for 
all  created  intelligences,  and  his  will  as  their  sure  guide  to  the 
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complete  realization  of  the  end  of  their  being.  Thus  the  law 
of  love  to  God  becomes  the  law  of  benevolent  action  for  all 
creatures.  If  the  author  had  illustrated  this  relation  of  the 
generic  principle  of  benevolence  more  ftilly  to  the  law  of  love 
to  God,  it  would  have  added  much  value  to  his  work.  This  prin- 
ciple is  the  same  as  Dr.  Hopkins's  Law  of  Love,  This  most 
generic  principle  divides  itself  into  two  distinct  forms ;  (me  the 
choice  of  one's  own  highest  good  ;  and  the  other  the  choice  of 
the  highest  good  of  others,  as  required  by  the  law  of  God. 
These  two  obligations  are  perfectly  distinct,  and  yet  sustain- 
ing to  each  other  the  most  important  relations.  We  think  the 
author  has  failed  to  draw  out  ftiUy  this  distinction,  and  to  illns- 
trate  their  relations.  He  admits  that  the  generic  obligation  of 
henevolence  embraces  our  own  good,  as  he  says  on  page  27  • 
"  Our  own  good  is  included  in  this  absolute  good  ;  the  good  of 
being,  and  hence  is  a  proper  object  of  our  regard.  It  is  as 
valuable  as  that  of  our  neighbor,  and  no  more  valuable.  It 
lies  within  our  reach  as  no  other  good  does,  and  hence  a  special 
obligation  to  promote  it."  But  what  is  this  obligation  ?  Is  it 
generic  or  specific  ?  What  are  its  relations  to  the  obligation 
to  promote  the  well  being  of  others  than  myself?  What  is  its 
extent  and  limitations  ?  Are  these  two  obligations  ever  in  con- 
flict ?  If  80,  which  must  yield  ?  These  are  points  on  which  the 
author  has  failed  to  furnish  us  any  light  except  what  we 
may  gather  from  his  general  discussions.  Here  are  two  distinct 
obligations,  one  to  promote  my  own  highest  well  being,  the 
other  the  highest  well  being  of  others.  Each  of  them  are  only 
branches  of  the  generic  obligation  of  benevolence  as  defined 
by  the  author  ;  yet  each  is  a  generic  obligation  in  itself.  To 
choose  my  highest  good  is  to  choose  the  highest  happiness  of 
which  my  being  is  capable ;  not  as  it  is  found  in  any  specific 
object  or  course  of  action,  but  in  any  and  every  possible  way 
in  which  my  faculties  can  secure  it  to  myself.  This  is  evident- 
ly a  generic  choice.  Equally  so  is  the  choice  to  promote  to  the 
extent  of  my  abilities  the  welfare  of  others.  Each  is  the 
choice  of  absolute  good  for  its  intrinsic  value.  Both  of  these 
choices,  though  generic,  must  exist  in  the  mind  at  the  same 
time.  They  may  and  will  extend  over  the  whole  of  my  im- 
mortal existence,  unless  they  conflict  one  with  the  other,  so 
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that  one  must  yield  to  the.other.  But  this  can  never  be,  for 
they  are  both  imposed  upon  every  moral  being  by  the  Creator 
and  by  the  absolute  good  of  each  dependent  on  choice. 

But  how  can  they  both  be  met  ?  Will  not  specific  objects  of 
good  to  my  neighbor  and  to  myself  often  come  in  conflict  ? 
Most  assuredly  they  will.  What  then  ?  Is  there  any  necessary 
conflict  in  these  generic  obligations  ?  Never.  The  preponde- 
rating evidence  for  the  highest  good  must  always  decide  the 
choice  whether  it  be  my  own  good  or  my  neighbor's.  The 
highest  good  always  has  in  it  binding  force,  it  imposes  obli- 
gation. But  suppose  there  is  no  clearly  perceived  preponder- 
ance of  evidence  ?  Instead  of  it,  let  there  be  doubt,  or  a  known 
equality  of  good  in  the  specific  objects  to  me  and  to  my  neigh- 
bor, say  twenty  degrees  to  each,  and  only  one  can  be  secured 
by  me — but  either  may.  What,  then,  shall  decide?  Mani- 
festly the  divine  principle  of  self  denial  for  the  good  of  my 
neighbor  in  accordance  with  the  Apostolic  declaration,  "  that 
it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  My  neighbor  re- 
ceives the  good,  and  I  an  increased  amount.  This  self-denial, 
this  doing  good  to  others,  is  the  highest  source  of  blessedness 
known  to  moral  beings.  It  is  the  universal  moral  law — that 
by  which  God  regulates  his  own  being  and  fills  himself  with 
blessedness.  To  seek  to  fill  my  being  with  blessedness  by 
doing  good  to  others  has  no  drawback  in  it,  either  to  myself  or 
to  my  neighbor.  There  is  no  selfishness  here.  It  meets  the 
highest  obligation  resting  on  me,  and  secures  the  end  of  mj 
being.  On  this  principle  will  the  awards  of  the  last  judgment 
proceed,  as  we  are  informed  in  Romans  ii.,  6,  7,  "  Who  will 
render  unto  every  one  according  to  his  deeds — to  them  who 
by  patient  continuance  in  loeU  doings  seek  for  glory,  and  honor, 
and  immortality,"  eternal  life.  One's  highest  blessedness,  not 
simply  taking  it  because  it  can't  be  helped ;  but  seeking  it  by 
well  doing,  is  rewarded  by  the  judge  with  eternal  life.  So,  too, 
it  is  affirmed  of  the  Saviour,  that  he  endured  the  cross,  de- 
spising the  shame  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him,  i.e.,  his  own 
highest  blessedness  secured  by  suffering  to  save  the  world.  Thus 
these  two  generic  obligations  are  perfectly  coneistent,  and  never 
in  conflict.  The  same  road  must  be  traveled  over  to  reach  either 
of  them,  and  both  at  the  same  time.  What  if  my  highest  bless- 
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edness  is  reached  only  through  the  way  of  blessedness  to 
others  ?  Their  blessedness  is  not  simply  a  mea/ns.  It  is  abso- 
lute good,  as  well  as  my  own — and  both  are  ends  to  be  chosen 
— ultimate  ends. 

In  failing  to  state  and  illustrate  the  generic  obligation  to 
secure  one's  highest  happiness,  the  author  seems  to  us  to  have 
failed  to  develop  fully  the  principle  of  selfishness  as  being  the 
source  of  all  wrong  moral  character.  He  does  not  indeed  any 
where  say  that  this  choice  of  one's  highest  happiness  is  selfish- 
ness ;  and  yet,  in  some  statements,  he  leaves  the  impression 
that  he  so  regards  it,  or  something  akin  to  it.  The  two  things 
in  many  minds  are  confounded ;  which  would  seem  to  have 
required  a  clear  definition  of  selfishness.  On  page  52,  he  says : 
"  Selfishness,  as  a  special  vice,  is  subjection  of  the  will  to  the 
desire  of  good,  involving  an  over  estimate  of  one's  own  impor- 
tance and  a  disregard  to  the  equal  rights  of  others."  This 
definition  is  too  indefinite  to  give  us  a  clear  idea  of  the 
author's  meaning.  Is  tlie  choice  of  good,  or  any  object  of 
good  in  each  and  every  instance,  where  there  is  any  desire  for 
it,  selfishness  ?  If  so,  then  to  choose  one's  highest  happiness 
under  any  circumstances  must  be  selfishness ;  for  no  one  can 
secure  his  highest  blessedness  without  desiring  it.  Indeed, 
can  he  choose  any  good,  whether  his  own  or  that  of  others, 
without  desiring  it  ?  Can  good  or  happiness  in  any  form  be 
presented  to  any  moral  being  without  some  movement  of  the 
susceptibility  i.e.^  without  awakening  some  desire,  even  though 
it  may  not  be  within  the  compass  of  his  power  at  present  to 
secure  it?  Good,  perceived,  moves  susceptibility;  creates 
obligation,  as  the  author  often  aflirms.  What,  then,  is  the 
subjection  of  the  will  to  the  desire  of  good,  which  is  selfish- 
ness ?  Is  it  a  choice  of  some  good,  as  the  author  says,  which 
involves  "  a  disregard  of  the  equal  rights  of  others?"  If  this, 
and  this  only,  is  the  meaning,  then  thft  definition  is  correct 
and  intelligible.  It  is  a  subjection  of  the  will  to  the  desire  for 
a  good  which  conflicts  with  the  highest  good,  and  is  the  true 
and  commonly  received  idea  of  seljlshness. 

But  is  this  state  of  the  will,  in  view  of  our  author,  perma- 
nent and  abiding,  a  generic  state,  or  is  it  simply  a  succession 
of  individual  and  independent  acts,  transient  and  temporary  ? 
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On  page  52  he  says  :  "  Theological  writers  often  use  the  term 
as  expressing  the  opposite  of  benevolence,  or  the  essence  of  all 
sin ;  an  unfortunate  use  of  the  word,  as  we  have  seen,  and 
implying  a  state  of  facts  which  does  not  exist."  Page  33  the 
author  says,— *' In  sinful  action  we  find  no  general,  compre- 
hensive end,  which  is  the  object  of  pursuit  in  all  forms 
of  evil  doing,  corresponding  with  the  good  of  being  in  nght 
or  benevolent  action."  This  seems  a  rejection  of  the  com- 
monly received  doctrine  that  selfishness  is  a  permanent,  con- 
trolling state  of  mind — a  generic  state  of  the  will  to  use  the 
faculties  of  being  to  minister  to  self-gratification — to  bring 
good  to  self  irrespective  of  the  highest  good  of  being  in  gene- 
ral and  in  conflict  with  it.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  this 
language  and  some  other  expressions  like  it,  we  do  not  believe 
that  the  author  really  rejects  the  commonly  received  idea  of 
selfishness ;  for  he  often  uses  language  that  fully  expresses  this 
idea.  He  says  on  page  50,  "  It  lies  in  the  refusal  to  regard 
the  well  being  of  all,  and  in  this  respect,  it  is  as  it  should  be, 
the  contradictory  of  benevolence,"  the  verj'  language  which 
he  says,  when  used  by  theological  writers,  "  implies  a  state  of 
facts  which  does  not  exist."  Again  on  page  30,  *'  Wrong  or 
sinful  action  is  a  refusal  to  meet  obligation  or  duty,  a  refusal 
to  be  benevolent.  "  But  this  unreasonable  action  must  have  a 
motive.  This  is  found  in  the  impulse  of  the  desires  and  pas- 
sions. The  form  of  the  sinful  action  depends  upon  the  ruling 
desire.  In  general,  these  desires  change.  In  all  these  cases 
the  sinful  element  is  the  same,  the  neglect  of  good ;  the  refusal 
to  be  benevolent."  Apart  from  this  element  there  is  no  sin  in 
yielding  to  desire.  It  is  right  for  moral  beings  to  gratify  de- 
sire when  the  gratification  is  not  in  conflict  with  benevolence." 
As  opposed  to  benevolence,  on  page  259,  it  is  described  as  a 
"  life  of  self-pleasing,"  and  on  page  291,  "a  life  of  self-indul- 
gence, nursing  of  one's  own  ease  or  comfort  or  pleasure." 
Here  we  have  the  fact  clearly  stated  that  sin  does  not  consist 
in  yielding  to  desire  merely,  but  in  that  state  of  mind  which 
refuses  to  be  benevolent ;  and  for  this  unreasonable  action 
there  must  be  some  motive,  and  that  this  motive  is  some  object 
of  good  awakening  desire,  and  that  this  desire  is  a  ruling  one, 
so  completely  as  to  be  called  *'  a  life  of  self-pleasing ;"  "  a  life 
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of  self-indalgence  ;"  a  life  fixed,  settled,  and  growing;  but  not 
80  completely  controlling  that  one  object  of  desire  may  not  be 
changed  for  some  other,  and  this  again  for  another  still ;  and 
beneath  all  these  changing  desires  is  the  refusal  to  be  benevo- 
lent, which  is  called  the  life  of  self-pleasing,  self  indulgence. 
And  what  ie  this  but  a  generic  state  of  mind — the  source  of  all 
specific  sin?  It  has  ruled  out  one  controlling  desire  for  an- 
other, and  then  another,  and  each  one  in  conflict  with  the 
generic  obligation  to  be  benevolent,  and  must  of  necessity  be 
itself  generic — the  exact  counterpart  of  benevolence.  It  mat- 
ters little  what  this  generic  state  of  mind  is  called.  The  author 
in  discussing  the  subject  on  pages  ?>4,  35,  36,  and  37,  may  say, 
as  he  does,  that  it  is  not  properly  called  self-gratification — not 
supreme  regard  for  self;  not  selfishness.  Still  the  facts  remain 
admitted  by  him  that  this  generic  state  is  fundamental  sin — 
the  sum  and  substance  of  all  wrong  doing — the  whole  of  sinful 
character.  But  the  author's  real  views  are,  perhaps,  more 
fully  disclosed  in  his  discussion  of  the  question  *'  Where  is 
found  the  moral  element  ?"  This  will  be  found  on  page  16 — 
and  onward.  He  says  "  it  is  not  found  in  the  outward  act ;" 
"  it  is  not  in  the  intelligence ;"  "  it  is  not  in  the  sensibility ;" 
"  but  it  is  found  in  the  act  of  the  will  alone."  He  traces  it 
thus :  "  But  voluntary  action  exists  in  different  forms."  "  Does 
the  element  of  morality  attach  to  all  these  forms  ?"  Nearest  to 
our  observation  are  the  series  of  volitions  which  cause  the  out- 
ward act ;  but  these  volitions  do  not  reveal  character,  because 
they  do  not  involve  it.  The  good  and  the  bad  alike  put  forth 
their  volitions.  Back  of  these  volitions  we  find  a  more  general 
purpose  from  which  the  volitions  spring — the  purpose  to  secure 
an  education  (in  the  case  of  a  student),  or  still  further  back, 
the  purpose  to  gain  influence  and  power,  to  which  education 
is  a  means.  But  in  these  more  general  purposes,  although 
voluntary  states,  we  find  no  revelation  of  moral  character. 
The  good  and  the  bad  alike  cherish  the  same  general  purposes, 
and  pursue  them  by  the  same  means — sit  side  by  side  in  the 
same  class.  We  find  in  one  a  voluntary  choice  of  the  proper 
end  or  object  of  life ;  that  end  which  the  intelligence  approves. 
His  other  purposes  and  volitions  are  all  subordinate  to  this 
ultimate  choice,  and  are  executive  of  it.     Another  does  not 
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accept  this  end  of  life,  but  freely  declines  it.    Some  other 
scheme  or  impulse  of  desire  or  passion  occupies  him ;  and  with 
reference  to  this  unworthy  end,  he  forms  his  purposes  and  puts 
forth  his  volitions.     Here  we  have  the  key  to  the  character  of 
the  action  and  of  the  agent ;  and  in  this  ultimate  choice  of  the 
right  end,  or  refusal  to  choose  it,  which  is  still  a  choice,  we 
necessarily  locate  the  moral  element.     In  this  respect  the  two 
agents  and  their  actions  morally  differ,  while  in  their  subordi- 
nate purposes  and  executive  volitions  and  outward  actions, 
they  may  be  alike.     One  conforms  to  obligation  and  the  other 
does  not.     Two  kinds  of  moral  actions,  and  only  two  are  pos- 
sible.   The  aojent  may  accept  the  right  end  of  life,  and  thus 
his  action  become  right,  virtuous,  or  he  may  reject  that  end, 
and  thus  his  action  becomes  wrong,  sinful."    1  have  quoted 
thus  largely  to  show  that  in  the  view  of  this  author  these  two 
opposite  states  of  will  are  permanent  and  controlling  and  ulti- 
mate states,  beyond  which  no  responsible  action  is  to  be  sought 
or  found.     According  to  his  description  they  control  subordi. 
nate  purposes,  and  very  general  purposes,  such  as  extend  over 
many  years  of  life,  if  not  over  the  whole  of  it.    They  are  called 
ends ;  one  the  right  end^  and  the  other  the  unworthy  end. 
Tliey  are  described  as  ends  chosen,  in  every  sense  voluntary, 
and  directly  opposite  the  one  to  the  other.     In  these  ends,  or 
the  choice  of  them,  resides  all  moral  cliaracter.     One  by  the 
author  is  called  Benevolence  ;  the  other  incidentally  he  calls  a 
"  life  of  selt-pl easing,"  or  a  life  of  "  self-indulgence."    Facts 
teach  us  that  the  "self-pleasing  "  is  the  more  vigorous,  persist- 
ent, and  energetic  of  the  two.     We  have  often  witnessed  its 
permanent,  persistent,   controlling  nature  when  it  fixes  on 
wealth,  power,  or  some  other  generic  worldly  good.   We  think 
the  author  would  have  done  essential  service  if  he  had  more 
distinctly  and  fully  drawn  out  this  generic  principle  of  wrong 
doing  and  given  it  an  appropriate  name.     It  is  marvellous  to 
us,  that  with  these  views  he  could  declare  that  selfishness  was 
not  this  appropriate  name. 

The  author's  discussion  of  the  various  theories  of  obliga- 
tion in  two  chapters  is  both  the  strongest  and  the  weak- 
est part  of  his  work.  It  is  the  strongest  in  ably  refuting 
the   theories  of  those  who  make  the  foundation  of  oblii'a- 
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tion  solely  in  the  will  of  God  in  various  forms — in  worthi- 
ness of  being,  in  goodness,  and  in  abstract  right  as  an  ultimate 
and  necessary  idea.  But  it  is  the  weakest  in  his  attempts 
to  answer  those  who  make  happiness  the  ultimate  good, 
and,  in  his  o[)inion,  stamp  their  system  with  the  degrading 
idea  oi utilitarianisvi.  He  tails  to  comprehend  their  views  or  to 
state  them  correctly,  and  draws  from  them  unwarrantable 
inferences.  In  a  difference  between  himself  and  them,  he 
is  forced  into  the  necessity  of  affirming  that  on  his  own 
theory,  obligation  is  founded  solely  in  the  nature  of  things, 
when  his  whole  reasoning  sliows  that  it  is  founded  in  happi- 
ness— the  ultimate  and  absolute  good.  lie  is  also  forced  to 
affirm  that  the  generic  choice  of  good  has  no  tendency  to  pro- 
duce good,  and  that  the  idea  of  its  tendency  does  not  enter 
into  the  obligation ;  and  yet  to  be  consistent  he  cannot  well 
avoid  aduiitting  this  truth.  It  would  seem  that  the  matter  of 
the  tendency  of  the  benevolent  choice  could  be  settled  in  a 
very  few  words.  The  most  surprising  thing  about  it  is,  that  it 
should  ever  have  been  called  in  question.  The  author  often 
ascribes  such  a  tendency  to  executive  acts  or  vohtions.  On 
page  66,  his  says :  "Tliat  action  which  tends  to  promote  the 
good  is  right  action,  and  will  be  performed  by  virtuous,  intel- 
ligent men."  So  on  page  70,  he  says :  "  That  and  that  only 
must  be  done,  which,  on  the  whole,  seems  profitable ;  that  is, 
conducive  to  general  good."  On  page  40,  he  calls  this  benevo- 
lent choice  the  "  controlling  principle,"  out  of  which  particular 
right  acts  proceed ;  so  on  page  64,  it  is  called  the  ''  ultimate 
governing  choice."  And  what  does  this  ultimate  choice  govern 
and  control  except  these  executive  volitions,  which  he  says 
proceed  from  it  ?  But  if  these  executive  acts  or  volitions  have 
a  tendency  to  promote  the  highest  good,  certainly  the  executive 
governing  power,  which  brings  them  into  being,  must  have  in 
it  such  a  tendency. 

Again  on  page  81,  the  author  declares  "  these "  executive 
acts  having  a  tendency  to  secure  the  absolute  good,  *'  are  but 
outcroppings  of  the  principle  of  benevolence  which  constitute 
the  right  character."  Then  surely  the  very  heart  and  body  of 
which  these  executive  volitions  are  only  the  hands  and  the 
feet  that  do  its  bidding,  must  have  such  a  tendency.     On  page 
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112,  the  writer  says  :  **  This  choice  puts  one  in  the  attitude  to 
promote  the  good — a  readiness  for  the  work — but  it  precedes 
all  purpose,"  meaning,  as  he  has  said,  particular  purpose. 
Here  is  described  the  peculiar  nature  of  this  generic  choice. 
It  is  not  the  choice  of  any  particular  good  or  object  of  good, 
but  of  good  in  general,  to  be  reached  in  the  particular  good  by 
an  executive  act  whenever  an  opportunity  presents.  The  be- 
nevolent choice  respects  mainly  the  use  which  is  to  be  made  of 
the  faculties  to  this  end.  It  is  a  determination  firmly  settled 
and  permanent  to  hold  the  faculties,  as  the  author  says,  in  the 
proper  attitude  to  promote  the  good,  to  keep  them  in  readiness 
for  the  work.  And  has  not  the  generic  choice,  this  central 
power,  which  places  and  holds  these  faculties  in  the  proper 
attitude,  and  keeps  them  ever  ready  to  perform  the  work  of 
promoting  the  good,  any  tendency  to  secure  it — to  reach  the 
end  of  the  choice  by  executive  acts  ?  It  is  perfectly  absurd  to 
exclude  all  tendency  from  this  generic  choice,  and  yet  admit  it 
its  executive  acts. 

Again ;  the  nature  of  the  obligation  itself  unfolds  this  ten- 
dency. The  thing  which  imposes  the  obligation  is  the  abso- 
lute good.  Hence  the  author  says  on  page  112,  "  This  benevo- 
lent choice  is  grounded  in  the  value  of  the  good ;  not  in  any 
tendency  in  the  action  whatever,  either  to  promote  the  good 
of  the  agent  or  of  any  other  being."  This  is  a  perfectly  correct 
statement.  The  ground  of  the  obligation  is  the  absolute  good, 
the  only  thing  valuable.  This  is  the  end  to  be  sought.  But 
there  is  a  wide  difference  between  the  ground  of  the  obligation 
and  the  obliagtion  itself,  between  the  end  and  the  choice  of  it. 
It  is  the  nature  of  the  thing  itself^ — this  generic  obligation 
which  we  are  inquiring  after.  We  ask  has  this  a  tendency  to 
the  highest  good,  not  on  what  it  is  grounded ;  it  cannot  be 
grounded  on  itself.  The  very  idea  of  obUgation  includes  this 
tendency ;  it  is  the  main  idea  in  it.  The  absolute  good,  the  only 
thing  valuable,  does  not  impose  upon  the  moral  being  a  mere 
regard  for  it,  i.e.^  an  involuntary  state  or  m^re  impulse  toward 
it;  but  it  imposes  an  active  clioice,  one  on  which  the  good 
depends,  a  generic  state  of  mind,  such  as  the  author  describes 
it  to  be,  an  attitude  of  the  will  to  promote  the  good — a  watch- 
ful readiness  of  all  the  powers  to  improve  every  opportunity 
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presented  to  secure  the  end — the  highest  good  of  being.  Here 
is  a  powerful  tendency.  This  tendency  is  a  main  element  or 
quality  of  the  obligation  itself — not  the  ground  of  it.  Exclud- 
ing this  tendency,  and  there  is  no  obligation  at  all.  This  then 
is  the  central  engine  that  drives  all  the  subordinate  wheels  to 
the  good  result;  and  if  there  is  an  adaptation,  fitness,  or  ten- 
dency in  the  saw  attached  to  the  engine  to  cut  the  timber  pre- 
sented to  it,  then,  surely,  there  is  a  tendency  also  in  the  engine 
driven  by  steam  to  reach  this  result  The  result  fails  with- 
out it. 

Now  whether  this  system  shall  be  called  utilitarian  or  not, 
is  of  very  little  consequence.  The  fact  is  here,  and  it  is  useless 
to  deny  it,  that  the  thing  required  of  the  moral  agent,  that 
which  is  obligatory  on  him,  is  this  fitness,  this  tendency,  this 
voluntary  state  that  has  this  tendency  in  it  to  secure  the  end — 
the  highest  good  of  universal  being,  It  is  called  love — and  is 
the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  because  as  love,  it  is  its  tendency,  its 
fitness  to  secure  the  highest  blessedness  of  all,  and  that  of 
nothing  else.  Being  a  generic  and  subjective  choice  or  state, 
its  essential  nature  is  at  once  recx)gnized  in  consciousness.  The 
question  of  tendency  properly  pertains  only  to  the  relative 
good,  the  subordinate  choices,  whether  they  do  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  ultimate  good,  to  secure  the  end  chosen.*  The 
decision  of  this  question  settles  their  character  for  utility  which 
the  author  fully  admits.  And  had  he  been  consistent  with 
himself  and  carried  the  views  which  he  adopts  to  their  logical 
conclusions,  he  would  have  given  to  the  generic  choice  its  ap- 
propriate tendency,  as  he  has  to  the  subordina^  choices  of 
which  they  are  the  only  development.  Then  instead  of  differ- 
ing from  those  who  adopt  the  system  that  happiness  is  the 
supreme  good,  he  would  have  found  himself  in  almost  perfect 
agreement  with  them.  The  philosophers  of  this  class  cannot 
essentially  differ  upon  the  foundation  of  obligation.  The  autlTor's 
system,  correctly  understood  and  correctly  stated,  is  as  fully  open 
to  the  charge  of  utilitarianism  as  the  system  of  Dr.  Taylor; 
not  that  every  statement  of  Dr.  Taylor  or  of  tliis  author  are  the 
most  correct  that  could  be  made,  but  that  in  the  great  essential 
principles  their  systems  are  the  same.  We  say  this  because 
we  think  we  know  what  Dr.  Taylor's  system  is,  and  we  have 
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studied  this  author  pretty  thoroughly.  A  striking  proof  of 
the  correctness  of  this  statement  is  founded  in  the  fact  that  the 
author  professes  to  have  embraced  essentially  the  system  of 
Dr.  Dwight,  but  puts  Dr.  Taylor  in  a  diflferent  and  opposing 
class  to  that  of  the  venerated  teacher  whose  system  he  ever 
professed  to  adopt.  3e  has  misrepresented  Dr.  Taylor,  and 
done  him  injustice — we  think  not  intentionally — but  from  a 
misunderstanding  of  his  views. 

We  come  next  to  notice  the  chapter  on  simplicity  of  moral 
action. 

The  question  discussed  is — Can  virtue  and  sin  coexist  in  the 
same  heart?     In  his  reasoning  on  this  question  the  author  is 
half  right  and  half  wrong.     He  is  certainly  right  in  the  posi- 
tion that  the  virtuous  man  can  become  sinful,  and  the  sinful 
man  can  become  virtuous,  and  equally  so  in  the  conclusion 
that  the  two  generic  and  opposite  principles  of  moral  action 
to  which  all  sin  or  all  goodness  pertains  cannot  coexist  in  the 
same  being.     No  man  in  this  sense  can  serve  two  masters. 
But  when  he  affirms  "  that  with  few  exceptions  writers  on 
morals  and  theology  have  answered  tins  question  in  the  affirm- 
ative," he  is  certainly  wide  from  the  truth.     For  the  import 
of  his  affirmation  is  that  these  writers  have  held  that  these  two 
generic  principles  of  right  and  wrong  may  and  do  coexist  in 
the  same  heart.     This  is  the  issue  which  he  discusses  all  the 
way  through  as  is  seen  Irom  the  following  answer.     "  The  two 
forms  of  action  are  directly  contradictory  to  each  other,  and 
in  the  very  nature  of  the  case  must  exclude  each  other." 
Whereas,  probably  not  a  single  writer  to  whom  he  refers  ever 
believed  or  said  that  these  two  opposing  principles  ever  did  or 
can  coexist.     On  this  point  they  all  coincide  witli  the  author. 
He  misses  the  issue.     It  is  entirely  a  different  question  whe- 
ther the  generic  principle  of  benevolence  may  not  be  imper- 
feet  and  still  remain  in  the  will  or  heart,  t.  e.  in  no  sense  be  aban- 
doned so  that  its  opposite  is  installed  in  its  place ;   and  at  the 
same  time  the  agent  be  held  responsible  for  some  wrong  doing. 
This  question  the  author  does  not  meet.     He  interprets  the 
views  of  those  who  differ  from  him  wholly  from  his  own  stand 
point— on  his  own  theory.     Having  established  the  truth  that 
these  two  generic  principles  of  right  and  wrong  cannot  coexist 
VOL,  XXIX.  38 
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in  the  same  heart,  he  assumes  that  nothing  morally  wrong, — 
nothing  for  which  the  benevolent  man  is  responsible  and  ought 
to  confess— can  exist  except  that  which  involves  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  benevolent  principle.  He  accounts  for  all  sin  in 
the  benevolent  on  the  theory  of  alternation.  The  gfK)d  man 
— the  holy  benevolent  Christian  man — performs  some  good 
acts  and  some  wrong  ones,  perhaps  more  good  ones  than  bad 
ones,  and  thus  to-day  he  acts  on  the  principle  of  benevolence 
and  to-morrow  he  abandons  it  and  acts  on  the  sinful  principle 
of  ''self  pleasing."  We  cannot  give  this  theory  a  full  and 
exhaustive  discussion  at  the  present  time — such  as  its  impor- 
tance demands — we  propose  only  briefly  to  state  a  few  things. 
This  theory  of  the  author  fails,  in  our  judgment,  to  account  for 
the  facts.  The  nature  of  these  generic  principles  forbids  such  al- 
ternation. -N'o  such  alternation  is  recognized  in  the  conscions- 
ness  of  the  good  man.  He  knows  that  he  has  not  always  done 
his  duty,  has  failed  to  do  it  when  he  might,  has  at  other  times 
done  things  of  which  he  is  ashamed — knows  to  be  wrong,  and 
for  which  he  is  sorry — at  the  same  time  he  knows  that  the 
generic  end  and  aim  of  his  life  to  do  good  has  not  been  aban- 
doned. 

The  theory  of  benevolence  adopted  by  those  who  differ  fix)m 
the  author  we  think  will  account  more  rationally  for  these 
failures  in  duty.  This  theory  is,  that  the  generic  principle  is 
weak  and  imperfect  in  energy.  We  lay  it  down  as  hfact  that 
every  generic  principle  of  moral  action  whether  good  or  bad  may 
continue  to  exist  while  things  are  done  or  failed  to  be  done — 
whose  doing  or  failure  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  perfect^ 
complete^  and  possible  development  of  the  generic  principle. 
The  youth  who  has  started  in  a  course  of  education  has  formed 
a  generic  purpose  to  be  educated — a  purpose  that  is  to  cover 
many  years  of  toil  and  perseverance,  more  or  less  severe. 
Now  can  any  one  show  that  every  such  youth  gives  perfect 
development  to  this  generic  principle ;  never  fails  to  do  what 
might  be  done  to  realize  most  perfectly  his  end — a  complete 
education  ?  Has  he  never  done  things  which  in  the  time  allot- 
ted were  a  drawback  to  the  completeness  of  his  education  ! 
And  yet  he  knows  that  at  no  time  has  this  purpose  to  be  ed- 
ucated ever  been  abandoned. 
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All  orthodox  meti,  and  this  ftiithor  among  tliein,  believe  tliat 
einfnl,  worldly  men  are  wholly  depraved — have  not  a  hene^ri- 
lent  heart — ^but  who  believea  that  tliej  are  a^  wicked  m  thej 
mi^htl>e,  unless  it  be  in  some  very  rare  cfise^  1  They  mi^ht,  years 
ago,  have  worked  out  a  moro  agfijravated  character  for  wicked- 
ness than  thej  thus  far  have  done,     Ojie  man  of  the  most  I'e- 
nowned  chiiracter  for  money  getting  gave  in  our  day  ten  thou- 
Baud  dollars  to  the  Saintary  Comuiiggion,  and  never  dreamed 
nor  showed  that  by  ii=io  doing  he  abaTidoued  his  end  of  money 
mukiiig.     The  same  posisibility  pertains  to  the  supreme  choice 
to  do  good.     It  covers  the  entire  life*     And   wliat  is  the  mea- 
enre  of  his  ol dilation  %     The  wicked  m^m,  the  selfish  nnin  is 
not  ohligut*^d  to  make  his  wroni^  choice  as  bad  as  it  can  he, 
but  he  18  obligated  to  abandon  it — to  change  it  for  the  opiM>&ite. 
But  the  good  man  is  obligated  to  give  to  his  generic  choii't*  of 
good  the  most  complete  and  perfect  development  posi^iblej  i.e.^ 
His  ability  here  is  the  meaisure  of  his  obli^atton,     Now  we 
affirm  that  the  failure  to  give  it  complete  devek>puient  in  ex- 
ecution  does  not  nece.3sarily  involve  itsabaodgnment  anymore 
than  the  failure  of  the  wicked  man  to  carry  out  perfectly  his 
wrong  choice  involves  its  ahandontnent.     The  author  has  not 
sliewn  this  nor  can  he*     Yet  these  failures   while  the  generic 
choice  exjists  is  a  failure  to  do  what  the  benevolent  man  might 
have  doue  and  ought  to  have  done.     It  is  a  wrong  win'ch  he 
ought  to  feel  and  confess.     But  it  is  as  unlike  the  sin  of  the 
seltish,   worldly  man  as  can  well  be  imagined.     He  cannot 
work  sin  in  this  latter  sotise,  for  he  is  born  of  God,  and  his 
seed  remaineth  in  him.    The  generic  principle  of  goodness 
ahide?i,  and  is  not  relincjuishefl  by  these  failures. 

In  giviug  defiuitionB,  we  think  the  author  has  some  times 
failed.  Accurate  and  clear  definitions  in  a  work  of  science, 
and  especially  monil  science,  in  a  work  designed  m  a  text  book, 
are  of  the  highest  importance.  While  the  subjecta  in  thift 
work  are  generally  well  discussed,  and  the  ideas  clearly  and 
fully  developed,  the  autlior  is  not  always  euccesefnl  in  ti-aming 
Ms  definitions. 

One  very  general  failure  is  to  defer  giviug  the  distinct  defi- 
nition until  after  something  is  stated  which  is  like  it,  and  leads 
the  student  to   think  it  is,  while  it  Is  not  the  same  thing. 
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The  true  definition  comes  afterward.  An  illustration  of  this 
is  found  on  page  21,  in  defining  the  right.  "Right  or  virtu- 
ous action  is  the  action  which  we  morally  approve  and  for 
which  we  pronounce  the  agent  praiseworthy."  This  statement 
is  true ;  and  it  has  the  form,  but  none  of  the  elements  of  a 
definition.  The  distinctive  definition  follows  thus :  *'  It  con- 
sists in  the  choice  of  the  right  end  of  life.^  This  is  clear  and 
intelligible ;  but  it  should  have  been  stated  in  the  outset.  Tlie 
same  criticism  holds  good  in  respect  to  the  author's  definition 
of  wrong  action  on  page  30.  *'  It  is  a  refusal  to  meet  obliga- 
tion," which  is  a  sliort,  clear  and  accurate  definition,  and  should 
have  been  stated  first  instead  of  placing  it  after  things  said 
which  seem  to  be  a  definition,  and  are  not  in  fact. 

Another  defect  is  to  embrace  in  the  definition  itself  some 
things  which  do  not  belong  to  it. 

An  instance  of  this  is  found  in  our  author's  definition  of 
government,  on  page  137.  *' Government  is  a  systematic 
arrangement  for  the  exercise  of  power  and  authority  over  moral 
beings  to  secure  their  conformity  to  obligation  and  thus  pro- 
mote the  individual  and  general  well  being."  Here  are  several 
things  that  do  not  belong  to  the  one  idea  of  government.  It 
is  called  an  arratigement^  but  arrangement  is  only  a  mode  of 
constituting  government  or  of  administering  it.  An  ar- 
rangement may  be  made  and  no  actual  government  exist.  Or 
there  may  be  an  eflicient  government  without  any  arrange- 
ment at  all,  as  in  the  case  of  a  skillful  navigator  in  a  storm, 
stated  by  the  author  on  page  139.  Much  less  is  any  aysternr- 
atio  arrangement  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  government.  It 
is  stated  to  bo  "  to  secure  conformity  to  obligation  and  thus  to 
promote  the  individual  and  general  well  being."  These  things 
are  the  object  or  end  of  government,  or  should  be,  and  not 
government  itself.  It  is  called  "  the  exercise  of  power  and 
authority,"  whereas  authority  includes  power.  If  he  had  sim- 
ply stated  government  is  the  exercise  of  authority  over  moral 
beings  through  the  medium  of  law,  he  would  have  given  all 
the  necessary  ideas,  and  included  a  very  important  one,  that 
of  law,  which  he  has  omitted. 

We  name  only  one  more  instance  of  defective  definition.    It 
is  found  on  page  229.     He  says,  "  Liberty  is  the  opportunity 
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for  the  free  exercise  of  cwir  faciiltieB  in  the  performance  of  duty 
and  in  the  pursuit  of  good  under  the  law  of  benevolence." 
Now  liberty  must  be  freedom  to  be  something  or  do  something 
which  is  a  personal  right.  But  opportunity  does  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  this  right,  or  at  least  may  not ;  nor  does 
the  pursuit  of  every  kind  of  good  included  in  this  right  even 
under  the  law  of  benevolence,  constitute  liberty.  If  our  author 
had  simply  affirmed  that  "  Liberty  is  the  free  exercise  of  one's 
faculties  in  the  pursuit  oi  his  highest  happiness,"  he  would 
have  given  all  the  ideas  and  the  necessary  limitations.  Every 
moral  being  has  a  personal  right  to  happiness  and  a  right  to 
the  free  exercise  of  his  own  faculties  in  securing  it.  His  high- 
est happiness  is  the  chitjf  end  of  his  being — to  secure  which 
he  has  a  right  to  the  use  of  his  faculties — no  government,  hu- 
man nor  divine,  can  rightfully  restrain  him  from  this  legiti- 
mate pursuit.  The  pursuit  of  his  highest  happiness  can  never 
conflict  with  the  welfare  of  others,  nor  with  the  legitimate  in- 
terests of  government.  This  pursuit  of  happiness  was  the 
right  which  our  fathers,  in  the  declaration  of  independence, 
intended  to  assert. 

There  is  also,  we  think,  a  defect  in  the  author's  presentation 
of  the  subject  of  penalty.  What  he  has  said  on  this  subject 
is  in  the  main  well  said.  The  object  of  the  penalty,  its  eflTects, 
its  tendencies,  and  its  distinction  from  natural  consequences, 
are  mainly  correct  and  very  important  exhibitions.  But  pe- 
nalty, as  a  necessary  revelation  of  the  moral  governor's  char- 
acter and  its  tendency  as  such  to  sustain  his  authority,  and 
thus  to  influence  to  obedience,  is  left  out.  Its  relations  in 
these  respects  are  scarcely  hinted  at.  It  is  stated  indeed,  to 
be  evil  inflected  as  an  expression  of  the  guilt  of  the  transgress- 
or, and  its  effects  as  evil  to  awaken  fear,  lead  to  reflection,  and 
in  this  roundabout  way  to  secure  true  obedience,  are  present- 
ed. But  this  is  very  far  from  being  the  full  nature  and  the 
subduing  power  of  a  penalty. 

The  first  and  chief  necessity  for  a  penalty  is  laid  deep  in  the 
character  of  the  moral  governor.  To  possess  uprightness  he 
must  not  only  have  a  decided  preference  for  right  over  wrong 
conduct,  but  he  must  have  a  proper  feeling  toward  these  oppo- 
sing moral  actions,  whether  in  himself  or  in  his  creatures.   He 
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must  feel  a  strong  approbation  of  the  one  and  disapprobation 
of  the  other;  feelings  directly  opposite  the  one  to  the  other; 
feelings  in  kind  and  degree  appropriate  to  the  differing  natures 
and  tendencies  of  these  things.  To  be  without  them  would 
deprive  him  of  moral  integrity,  even  if  there  were  no  created 
beings  to  whom  the.  revelation  might  be  made.  But  when 
created  beings  come  into  existence  a  new  necessity  arises.  It 
is  just  as  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  integrity  of  his 
character  that  these  feelings  should  now  be  appropriately  mani- 
fested, as  that  he  sliould  have  them.  The  moral  subjects  must 
know  who  and  wliat  their  ruler  is.  These  feelings  can  be 
manifested  only  by  proclaimed  good  from  his  hand  to  the  obe- 
dient and  evil  to  the  disobedient.  These  are  the  only  two 
things  that  can  stand  as  monuments  on  which  his  heart  toward 
right  or  wrong  in  action  can  be  read  by  intelligent  beings.  As 
a  manifestation  then  of  his  character  for  integrity,  the  pro- 
claimed penalty,  evil  inflicted  or  to  be  inflicted  is  as  powerful 
to  move  the  moral  being  to  love  the  excellence  embodied  in 
this  pledged  evil,  as  is  the  good  promised  at  his  hands.  When 
rightly  viewed  this  is  the  appropriate  tendency  of  a  penalty. 
It  is  direct  and  immediate  in  its  subduing  power.  It  does  not 
necessarily  reach  the  soul  in  the  roundabout  way  of  fear  and 
reflection  as  stated  by  the  author ;  but  in  its  direct  bearing  on 
the  soul  which  a[)prehenda  the  manifestation.  And  to  fail  to 
present  the  penalty  as  flowing  directly  and  necessarily  from  the 
very  excellence  of  the  Divine  Being  is  to  fail  to  give  it  its  proper 
subduing  power.  The  first  and  chief  effect  of  penalty,  either 
pledged  or  inflicted,  is  to  sustain  the  moral  governor's  au- 
thority, by  preserving  his  integrity  and  thus  by  \i%  influence, 
to  secure  obedience,  protect  rights,  and  promote  the  general 
good. 

Authority  is  right  to  command,  imposing  obligation  to 
obey.  But  if  the  moral  governor  has  no  distinctive  and  appro- 
priate feelings  toward  right  and  wrong,  he  is  utterly  destitute 
of  any  right  to  command.  He  has  not  the  requisite  qualifica- 
tions. He  fails  in  the  required  integrity  of  character.  Equal- 
ly destitute  of  such  a  right  will  he  be  if  he  fails  to  manifest 
these  distinctive  feelings.  Hence  not  to  pledge  a  penalty  or 
to  remit  it  after  it  is  pledged,  and  deserved,  is  to  deprive  him- 
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self  of  the  requisite  qualifications  to  com  man  (L  The  penalty 
is  a  monument  of  feeling  that  muat  stand  tlie  same  nneontra- 
dicted  to  all  eternity.  It  can  never  be  remitted  when  once 
incurred,  except  bj  some  subatitnte  that  shall  make  the  same 
maoifcstationa  of  the  moral  governor'B  heart  which  the  penalty 
would  have  done.  Hence  a  penalty  Va  a  neceiftary  j?ar^  of  law, 
as  ia  also  reward-  The  mere  will  of  the  moral  governor,  with- 
out a  penalty  expressed  or  implied,  never  can  have  the  force 
of  authority*  It  is  no  command.  It  contains  no  expreeaion 
of  his  heart,  ae  it  muat  in  order  to  conatitute  a  law.  The  au- 
thor ia  manifestly  in  error  when  he  separates  penalty  from 
law,  a^  he  does  on  page  137. 

In  taking  leave  of  thie  workj  we  are  free  to  say  that  it  would 
give  ns  much  satisfaction  to  dwell  upon  ita  excellences,  which 
are  many ;  but  th^e  will  commend  themselves,  and  atford  much 
profit  to  any  who  may  give  the  work  a  thorough  perusal 
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Article  IL— THE  STUDY  OF  ENGLISH  LITERATURE. 

Anoibnt  writer?  have  left  us  a  curious  account  of  the  con- 
quest  of  Great  Britain,  which  the  Roman  Emperor,  Caligula, 
projected,  but  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  achieved.  A  large 
number  of  men  were  marched  to  the  coast  of  the  narrow  seas 
which  sunder  the  island  from  the  continent.  The  troops  were 
drawn  up  in  battle  array,  the  charge  was  sounded  ;  then,  after 
these  imposing  preparations  were  ended,  the  soldiers  were  com- 
manded to  fall  at  once  to  work  and  gather  the  shells  lying  on 
the  shore.  With  thebe  spoils  of  the  vanquished  ocean,  as  he 
complacently  termed  them,  the  Emperor  returned  to  Rome, 
and  no  doubt  found  there  admirers  eager  and  able  to  celebrate 
his  courage  in  disr^arding  established  methods  of  carrying  on 
war,  and  the  unexampled  success  which  had  attended  his  ex- 
ploits. Some  such  course  of  action,  followed  by  some  such 
result,  has  not  unfrequently  formed  part  of  the  history  of  many 
modem  reformers  in  their  work  of  overthrowing  old  and  estab- 
ishing  new  systems  of  education.  We  are  informed  before- 
hand confidently,  though  vaguely  it  is  true,  of  the  glorious 
achievements  that  are  to  be  accomplished.  Old  things,  they 
tell  us,  are  passing  away;  the  golden  age  of  instruction  is 
about  to  be  ushered  in ;  and  the  adage  that  there  is  no  royal 
road  to  learning  will  be  quoted  no  more.  We  have  only  to 
wait  until  the  new  macadamized  highway  to  wisdom,  con- 
structed with  all  the  modern  improvements,  is  laid  open  for 
travel,  in  order  to  find  our  soldiers  marching  easily  from  vic- 
tory to  victory.  So,  with  drums  beating  and  banners  flying, 
army  after  army  sets  out  to  demolish  ancient  strongholds  of 
erroneous  education,  and  to  rear  over  their  ruins  the  standard  of 
the  pure  and  perfect  system.  We  read  in  the  newspapers  that 
the  assault  has  been  begun ;  we  hear  details  of  the  battle  that 
is  raging ;  we  await  with  anxiety  the  result,  and  are  at  last 
assured  that  a  glorious  victory  has  been  gained.  But  when  we 
come  to  inquire  what  has  actually  been  accomplished,  to  ask 
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for  the  trophies  of  the  conquest,  we  usually  find  that  it  is  only 
a  collection  of  shells  that  has  been  gathered. 

And  yet  so  numerous  are  the  imperfections  in  existing  sys- 
tems of  instruction,  that  it  is  melancholy  to  think  that  so  much 
honest  eflTort  to  remedy  these  defects  should,  through  misun- 
derstanding and  misdirection,  come  to  nothing.  Above  all,  it 
is  painful  that  men,  who  talk  so  long  and  learnedly  of  the  evil 
of  studying  other  languages,  should  not  have  as  yet  thought  it 
worth  while  to  suggest  some  satisfactory  plan  of  studying  their 
own.  For  in  no  department  of  education  is  there  a  louder  call 
for  reform  than  in  the  one  which  has  been  taken  as  the  subject 
of  this  Article.  To  assert  that  to  the  members  of  an  English- 
speaking  race  no  language  can  be  so  important  and  no  litera- 
ture so  interesting  as  their  own,  would  not  be  likely  to  subject 
any  man  to  the  accusation  of  making  a  statement  either  very 
original  or  very  striking :  and  yet,  if  one  considers  solely  the 
actual  amount  of  attention  paid  in  our  schools  to  both  our  lan- 
guage and  literature,  it  might  not  unreasonably  be  deemed  an 
idea  that  had  never  occurred  to  any  human  being  before.  So 
thoroughly,  indeed,  has  this  particular  branch  of  learning  been 
neglected,  that  the  very  ideas  in  regard  to  the  proper  method 
of  its  study,  which  to  the  outside  world  of  scholars  will  appear 
commonplace  and  matter  of  course,  will  to  many  of  those  en- 
gaged in  the  business  itself  of  teaching,  seem  radical  and  rev- 
olutionary. For  of  all  the  cultivated  languages  to  which,  with 
us,  the  attention  of  students  is  directed,  English  is  the  one  in 
which  the  least  instruction  has  been  given,  a::d  in  which  the 
little  that  has  been  given  has  been  of  so  unsatisfactory  a  qual- 
ity. In  a  large  number  of  our  institutions  of  leaniing,  it  is, 
strictly  speaking,  not  taught  at  all ;  and  it  is  in  very  few,  in- 
deed, if  in  any  that  the  study  has  been  carried  on  in  a  scien- 
tific spirit.  Assuredly  it  is  no  wild  statement  to  make,  that 
in  many  of  our  colleges  a  man  might  go  through  a  four  years 
course,  and  never  hear  once  from  the  lips  of  any  of  his  teach- 
ers the  names  of  Shakespeare  or  Milton  ;  and  there  are  still 
very  few  of  our  schools  in  which  he  would  ever  be  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  reading  a  single  line  of  their  works. 

It  is  undoubtedly  quite  true  that  not  everything  can  be  stud- 
ied in  a  four  years  course,  though  that  fact  has  apparently  es- 
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caped  the  attention  of  some.  But  without  entering  into  any 
argument  as  to  the  comparative  importance  of  different  branch- 
es of  learning,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  with  us,  men  some- 
times make  use  of  Latin,  Greek,  Frencli,  or  German,  but  they 
always  speak  English  ;  that  they  are  occasionally  lawyers, 
clergymen,  physicians,  engineers,  and  chemists,  and  as  such  are 
necessarily  conversant  with  the  literature  of  their  respective 
professions;  but  they  all  without  exception  are  members  of  an 
English-speaking  race,  or  at  least  of  an  English-speaking  peo- 
ple, and  as  such  are  bound  to  be  acquainted  with  the  literature 
of  the  language  they  hear  and  employ.  For  it  is  here  that 
the  men  of  all  occupations,  however  wide  apart  they  may  be, 
can  meet  on  common  ground ;  it  is  here  that  tastes,  however 
diverse  in  other  respects,  can  feel  the  bond  of  a  common  sym- 
pathy and  the  unity  of  a  common  interest.  Yet  up  to  this 
time  no  attention  has  been  paid  to  these  considerations.  In 
our  schools,  scarcely  any  preliminary  preparation  has  been  fur- 
nished. The  student  either  picks  up  at  hap-hazard  any  knowl- 
edge he  may  acquire  ot  the  structure  of  our  own  tongue,  or  he 
does  not  acquire  it  at  all:  and  where  insttuction  is  ostensibly 
given  in  the  literature,  it  is  in  most  cases  taught  at  rather  than 
taught. 

If  these  seem  to  be  strong  statements,  we  hope  in  the  course 
of  this  Article  to  make  it  clear  to  every  thinking  man  that  they 
are  neither  exaggerated  nor  unjust.  No  one,  indeed,  will  see 
his  way  clearly  to  any  reform  in  this  matter,  unless  he  fully 
comprehends  how  thoroughly  existing  systems  have  solved  the 
problem  of  how  not  to  do  it ;  unless  he  is  fully  persuaded  in 
his  own  mind  that  English  should  never  be  taught  in  the  way 
it  is  taught,  whenever  instruction  in  it  is  given  at  all.  The 
subject,  therefore,  naturally  divides  itself  into  three  parts. 
First,  what  is  the  study  which  in  our  schools  now  usually  goes 
under  the  name  of  "  English  Language  and  Literature,"  and 
what  is  its  value  ?  Secondly,  what  should  the  study  be  ?  and 
thirdly,  how  should  it  be  carried  on  ? 

Nearly  all  our  higher  institutions  of  learning  go  upon  the 
principle  that  the  whole  duty  of  man,  so  far  as  regards  in- 
struction in  English,  has  been  fully  and  faithfully  performed, 
when  some  exercises  in  composition  have  been  required  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  The  Study  of  English.  575 

student,  and  when  some  manual  of  our  literature  has  been 
gone  over.  This,  at  present,  seems  to  be  the  Ultima  Thule 
upon  which  our  educational  pilots  have  fixed  their  eyes;  it  is 
but  few  of  them  that  dream  of  the  possible  existence  of  a  con- 
tinent beyond.  The  subject  of  essay- writing,  as  it  is  only  in- 
directly connected  with  this  question,  need  not  be  spoken  of 
for  the  present.  But  as  there  is  a  vague  popular  impression 
as  to  the  immense  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  study  of  text- 
books treating  of  English  literature,  as  from  them  alone  the 
student  usually  gets  all  the  knowledge  which,  as  a  student,  he 
does  get,  it  will  be  well  to  ascertain  precisely  the  value  of  all  such 
manuals,  aiid  to  examine  critically  the  nature  and  importance 
of  the  information  they  furnish.  Histories  of  every  literature 
do  unquestionably  have  a  certain  value :  yet  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  ^cases  they  are  immensely 
overrated.  To  some  it  will  seem  almost  a  sacrilege  to  deny 
the  value  of  works  of  this  kind,  held,  as  many  of  them  are,  in 
high  repute.  Yet  in  spite  of  the  great  scholars  who  have  been 
employed  in  the  composition  of  them,  there  can  hardly  fail  to 
lurk  in  every  reflecting  mind  a  suspicion  that  there  must  ne- 
cessarily be  a  vast  deal  of  deception  in  the  pretensions  which 
such  histories  make,  and  in  the  results  they  purport  to  accom- 
plish. When  we  consider  how  immense  is  the  literature  of 
any  one  cultivated  people;  how  profound  a  study  is  required 
of  the  writings  of  any  great  author  before,  in  any  proper  sense, 
they  can  be  said  to  be  understood ;  how  long  a  term  of  years 
is  required  to  master  any  one  system  of  philosophy ;  how  vast 
is  the  number  of  inferior  writers,  whose  works  are  of  value,  if 
not  so  much  in  themselves,  for  the  effect  they  have  had  upon 
their  own  and  upon  succeeding  times :  when  we  bear  all  these 
things  clearly  in  mind,  and  many  other  things  closely  related 
to  them,  we  can  hardly  fail  to  find  ourselves  feeling  conside- 
rable distrust  of  all  histories  of  literature,  of  the  accuracy  of 
the  knowledge  they  impart,  of  the  justice  of  the  criticisms 
they  make,  and  of  the  general  conclusions  to  which  they  come. 
For  most  of  those  who  have  written  these  works  are  not  con- 
tent with  the  literature  of  any  one  people  or  of  any  one  lim- 
ited period,  though  either,  if  faithfully  executed,  is  apparently 
a  suflSciently  arduous  task  for  a  life-time.     But  projects  so 
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petty  are  usually  spurned  by  authors  of  this  class.  They  "  ran- 
sack the  ages,  spoil  the  climes."  There  is  no  height  which 
their  strong-winded  thought  does  not  attempt  to  scale,  no 
depth  which  the  plummet  of  their  wisdom  is  not  disposed  to 
sound.  Sometimes  one,  uncommonly  moderate  in  his  ambi- 
tion, contents  himself  with  undertaking  to  give  an  account  of 
the  literature  of  four  or  live  great  nations  throughfour  or  five 
centuries.  Yet,  under  these  circumstances  there  are  croakers 
who  will  feel  distrust ;  for  it  is  evident  that,  even  in  such  a 
case,  it  is  an  impossibility,  in  these  post-diluvian  days,  for  any 
one  man  to  go  through  with  the  mere  physical  labor  of  read- 
ing, in  the  most  hasty  manner,  the  books  of  whose  contents 
and  character  he  professes  to  give  an  account,  let  alone  doing 
any  thinking  about  them. 

It  is  a  necessary  inference  from  this  that  all  histories  of  lit- 
erature must,  to  a  large  extent,  be  made  up  at  second-hand, 
and  consequently  must  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  be  worth- 
less, even  as  regards  giving  any  exact  knowledge  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  books  they  describe.  Naturally  there  would  be 
some  improvement,  where  the  literature  of  only  one  people 
comes  under  consideration.  Yet  in  the  case  of  our  own  lan- 
guage, how  unsatisfactory,  as  a  whole,  are  all  the  works  upon 
the  subject  which  have  yet  been  produced,  every  scholar  is 
painfully  conscious:  while  for  those  designed  for  students,  the 
best  that  can  be  said  of  any  is,  that  it  is  not  positively  bad. 
Take,  for  instance,  Shaw's  •'  Manual  of  English  Literature.'* 
We  mention  it  because  it  is  the  text-book  usually  employed  in 
American  institutions  of  learning,  and  because  it  is,  apparently, 
as  good  as  any,  if  not  better  than  all  the  manuals  upon  this 
subject,  which  have  been  gotten  up  for  the  use  of  schools. 
Yet  numerous  instances  occur  in  this  work  of  mistakes,  or  rath- 
er of  misstatements,  which  it  is  charitable  not  to  ascribe  to  igno- 
rance, though  doubtless  they  are  due  to  it :  for  ignorance  in  the 
getter-up  of  a  text-book  is  not  simply  a  misfortune,  it  is  a 
crime.  Take  for  illustration  Udall's  drama  of  Roister  Doister,  a 
work  of  no  special  importance  in  itself,  but  possessing  a  curious 
interest  as  being  the  transition-play  between  the  ancient 
mysteries  and  moralities  and  the  modern  comedy.  Of  this 
Shaw  gives  the  following  account.     "  The  action  takes  place 
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in  London,  and  the  principal  characters  are  a  rich  and  pretty 
widow,  her  lover,  and  several  of  her  suitors,  the  chief  of  whom 
is  the  foolish  personage  who  gives  the  title  to  the  play.  This 
ridiculous  pretender  to  gayety  and  love,  a  young  heir  just  put 
into  possession  of  his  fortune,  is  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
intrigner;^  and  flatterers,  who  pretend  to  he  liis  friends,  and 
who  lead  the  dupe  into  all  sort?i  nf  absurd  and  humiliating 
Bcmpes;  and  rhe  piece  ends  with  tlie  return  of  the  favored 
lover  from  a  voyage  whifili  he  had  undertaken  in  a  momentary 
pique,  Tlie  manners  represented  are  those  of  the  middle  class 
of  the  period,  and  the  picture  given  of  London  t-itizen  life  in 
the  middle  of  tlie  sixteenth  eentury  is  curiouSj  animated,  and 
Tiatnml  "  Shaw's  knowledge  of  this  play  was  evidently  de- 
rived, not  from  reading  the  comedy  itself,  but  from  reading  the 
aceoTint  of  it  in  Collier's  Uiiitor^'  of  Dramatic  Poetry j  and 
reading  that  too  very  earelei^sly.  Now  the  actual  facts  of  the 
ca^e  fiimlBli  a  enrious  contrast  to  the  iuregoing  statements. 
Tlie  scene  is  nowhere  indicated ;  it  is  merely  a  supposition 
that  it  is  in  London.  The  several  snitni-g  of  the  heroine  spoken 
of  in  the  account  above  given,  dwindle  to  one  in  the  play ; 
and  the  number  of  intrigners  surrounding  the  hero  suffers  a 
similar  reduction*  There  is  not  the  slightest  hint  that  the 
favored  lover  went  off  on  his  voyage  in  a  moment  of  pic^ue : 
until  \\\^  return,  there  is  no  trace  of  disagreement  between  the 
betrothed  couple.  The  author  of  Roister  Dnister  was  Master 
of  Eton,  and  the  play  was  doubtless  v^Titten  for  the  boys  of 
that  enllege  to  act— *a  proceeding  which  was  quite  the  correct 
thing  then,  thongli  not  likely  to  find  many  imitatnm  just  now 
in  the  heads  of  our  great  public  schools.  As  might  naturally 
be  suspected,  the  work  is  modelled  throughout  on  the  Latin 
comedy,  especially  upon  the  Eunuch  of  Terence.  To  the  Gna- 
tho  of  that  drama  the  Matthew  Merrygreeke  of  the  English 
play  is  an  exact  counterpart;  and  not  only  is  one  whole  char- 
acter borrowed,  but  one  whole  scene  is  closely  imitated-  Rois- 
ter Doister  attacks  the  home  of  Christian  Ctistance,  atYer 
she  has  I'ejected  him,  in  precisely  the  same  way  as  in  tlic  En- 
nuch  Thraso  prepares  to  assault  tlie  resilience  of  Thais,  The 
curious,  animated,  and  natnral  picture  of  London  lite  in  the 
sixteenth  century  after  Christ,  belongs  really  to  Athens  in  the 
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fourth  century  before  Christ.  At  least  we  shall  be  hardly  jns- 
tified  in  supposing  that  in  the  former  place  and  period  it  conld 
have  been  natural,  though  it  certainly  would  have  been  curioos 
and  animated  for  a  rejected  suitor  to  relieve  his  feelings  by 
leading  in  broad  daylight  an  organized  storming  part}"  against 
the  house  of  his  scornful  lady-love. 

But  this  comedy,  however  important  in  the  history  of  h'te- 
rature,  is  not  important  in  literature  itself;  and  it  may  there- 
fore be  well  to  consider  our  author's  description  of  a  work 
which  holds  a  commanding  pos'.tion  in  English  letters.  Spen- 
ser's Fairy  Queen  is  a  poem  familiar  to  every  one  by  name,  if 
not  by  actual  knowledge :  all  of  us  have  talked  about  it  and 
some  of  us  have  read  it.  Now,  of  the  way  in  which  the  ac- 
tion opens,  and  especially  of  the  leading  hero,  Prince  Arthur, 
the  following  account  is  given.  '*  This  fabulous  personage," 
says  Shaw,  "  is  supposed  to  become  enamored  of  the  Fairy 
Queen,  who  appeai  s  to  him  in  a  dream :  and  arriving  at  her 
court  in  Fairy  Land,  he  finds  her  holding  a  8<^lemn  feudal  fes- 
tival during  twelve  days.  At  her  court  there  is  a  beautiful 
lady,  for  whose  hand  the  twelve  most  distinguished  Knights  are 
rivals ;  and  in  order  to  settle  their  pretensions,  these  twelve 
undertake  twelve  separate  adventures,  which  furnish  the  mate- 
rials of  the  action."  Some  of  us,  it  was  asserted,  have  read 
Spenser's  poem ;  but  it  is  certainly  an  open  question  whether 
the  author  of  the  above  ever  did.  It  is  not  impossible,  indeed, 
that  more  blunders  could  have  been  crowded  into  these  few 
lines,  but  it  would  certainly  have  been  a  matter  of  some  diffi- 
culty. For  instance.  Prince  Arthur,  unquestionably  saw  the 
Fairy  Queen  in  a  dream,  for  he  says  so  himself;  but  that  is  the 
only  way  he  ever  did  see  her,  for  he  never  arrived  at  her  court. 
But  the  introduction  of  the  beautiful  lady,  for  whose  hand  the 
twelve  most  distinguished  Knights  are  striving,  is  a  decidedly 
startling  addition  to  the  original  story,  and  proves  plainly  that 
the  mind  of  the  historian  was  altogether  ftee  from  the  common- 
place feeling  that  it  was  at  all  necessary  to  rigidly  adhere  to 
facts.  The  absurdity  of  the  statement  is  evident  at  once  to 
any  one,  who  is  only  slightly  familiar  with  the  poem ;  for  in 
nearly  every  one  of  the  six  books  which  were  completed,  the 
hero  is  either  furnished  with  a  mistress  on  the  start  or  finds  one 
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in  the  course  of  his  adventures.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
Knight  of  the  third  book  not  only  has  a  lover,  but  is  herself  a 
female  warrior,  so  tl)at  in  this  case  the  question  of  suitorship 
becomes  exceedingly  complicated.  Some  may  hesitate  to  be- 
lieve that  Ro  fi^ross  a  misi^re  present  at  ion  of  a  poem  sn  well  known 
could  have  parsed  all  tlii*^  tiitfe  in  a  popular  text-book  nnques- 
tinned;  but  the  iiicre^hility  of  all  such  will  !m  speedily  re- 
moved by  a  perusal  of  the  poeui  itself.  If,  however,  the  reading 
of  the  thirty- four  thousand  eix  hundred  and  forty-one  Hues 
wliicli  CLiufititute  the  Fairy  Queen  be  deemed  too  arduous  a  tas^k 
for  this  limited  life,  let  any  one  who  doubts  the  assertions  here 
made,  examine  the  letter  to  Sir  Walter  Ealei^h,  whldi  Spenser 
published  as  a  sort  of  explanation  of  his  allegory,  and  in  which 
hu  gives  an  account  of  his  plot*  We  may  be  mistaken; 
v^e  may  have  overlooked  fact&  and  ineidenta  which  would  fully 
bear  out  tlie  account  above  given  ;  but  it  is  diificidt  to  disbe- 
lieve the  statement  of  the  author  himself:  for  the  unfortunate 
writer,  unlike  liis  reader,  coukl  never  skip  anything,  and  there- 
fore  had  to  know  something  aliout  tlie  contents  of  his  poem 
wl  I  ether  he  cared  to  or  nut. 

Instances  of  this  nature  might  he  raultiplied  Indefinitely, 
Still  they  are  of  tio  inipurtance  except  aa  illustrating  t!ie  dis- 
honesty with  which  works  of  tliis  kind  are  apt  to  be  put  to* 
gethcr— for  they  cannot  justly  be  said  to  be  composed — and  as 
showing  the  necea^ity  of  caution  in  the  use  which  should  be 
made  of  the  statements  they  con  tain.  But  granting,  tor  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  that  a  text-book  of  English  literature 
can  l>e  made  absolutely  accurate,  tliere  is  nothing  whicli  can 
prevent  it  from  being  absolutely  worthless,  so  far  as  regards  the 
c^jmmtinication  of  any  real  knowledge  upon  the  subject  of  which 
it  treats.  For  suuh  works  deal  merely  with  the  externals  of  lit- 
erature, they  do  not  deal  with  literature  itseii;  They  profess  to 
give  no  account  of  It  beyond  a  catalogue  of  names  and  titles ; — 
and  however  valuable  a  catalogue  may  be  for  reference,  it  is  not 
usually  vmy  spirit-stLrring  in  its  character,  nor  stimulating  in  its 
infiuence,  no r  very  broadening  in  its  eflFeets  upon  the  min<l  The 
lives  of  authors,  which  are  usually  the  only  part  of  such  treatises 
that  are  endurable,  are,  it  must  be  remembered,  only  indire<'.tly 
connected  with  literature.    They  are  not  in  themselves  of  any 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


580  The  Study  of  Engluh.  [Oct., 

special  intei*e8t,  they  are  not  in  themselves  of  more  value  than 
the  lives  of  the  common  men  about  us  :  but  they  are  made  of 
interest  and  value  through  the  reflex  light  they  receive  from 
and  impart  to  the  works  which  those  authors  have  produced  ; 
yet  works  of  which  the  student  has  not  necessarily  read  a  sin- 
gle word.  So  the  pupil  might  learn  the  contents  of  a  manual 
of  Knglish  literature  by  heart,  and  yet  not  have  the  slightest 
conception  of  what  English  literature  really  is,  or  of  what  it 
has  accomplished.  He  would  in  such  a  case  know  the  namei) 
of  the  authors,  the  times  when  they  lived,  and  the  titles  of 
their  works ;  but  of  wliat  they  have  written,  which  is  the  one 
important  thing  to  know,  which  is  the  only  thing  that  can 
properly  be  termed  literature,  he  may  not  have  the  shadow  of 
an  idea.  And  yet  as  this  branch  of  learning  is  usually  taught, 
the  attention  of  the  scholar  is  directed  to  these  matters,  compar- 
atively of  little  importance,  while  English  literature  itself  re- 
mains an  unopened  volume. 

So  far  it  has  been  assumed  throughout  that  the  student  has 
really  studied  the  text  book  faithfully.  As  an  actual  fact  it  is 
a  thing  that  is  seldom  done  faithfully,  and  in  the  few  cases 
where  from  a  sense  of  duty  this  unfortunately  does  take  place^ 
it  is  apt  to  be  attended  with  feelings  of  disgust,  which  are  lia- 
ble to  be  most  unjustly  transferred  to  the  whole  subject  of  Eng- 
lish literature  proper.  It  could  not  well  be  otherwise.  The 
manual  is  crowded  with  accounts  of  men  and  titles  of  books, 
of  which  the  student  has  never  heard  before,  and  which  he 
never  expects  or  cares  to  hear  of  again.  The  remembrance  of 
them  is  purely  and  constantly  an  effort  of  will.  The  mind  is 
burdened  with  names  and  dates,  which  are  gladly  forgotten  as 
soon  as  the  necessity  of  retaining  them  in  the  recollection  is 
felt  to  be  past.  In  such  a  study,  indeed,  it  is  nothing  but  a 
pure  exercise  of  memory  that  comes  into  play;  absolutely  no 
exercise  whatever  of  judgment  or  critical  taste.  One  fact  is 
followed  by  another  fact  with  which  it  has  no  necessary  con- 
nection, one  title  of  a  book  by  another,  one  name  of  an  author 
by  another.  The  student  is  jolted  through  English  literature 
over  a  mental  "  corduroy  road."  and  the  only  permanent  im- 
pression left  upon  the  mind  by  it  is  of  the  discomfort  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  Ths  Study  of  EnglkK.  581 

journey,  and  the  only  eflfect  upon  the  life  is  the  very  solemn 
resolve  never  to  take  that  particular  trip  again. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  no  need  of  denying  that  such 
works  have  a  certain  value.  They  aro  usefLil  in  varioua  wajs^ 
and  especially  to  him  whit  ]ia.s  become  fan liliar  with  the  wri- 
tinj^s  iif  any  atithor  tir  with  the  wi^i tings  of  nny  parti ^nilar  pe- 
riod, and  is  therefore  natiinUly  iiiterej?ted  in  all  tliat  relates  to 
the  men  and  the  tinier  with  whose  prod  net  inn-^  he  is  in  ii  nK^asiire 
conversant.  Kor  1^=  it  at  all  impr inhabit'  that  they  ^s^ tmetinics  stim. 
late  etudents  ti>  read  the  w^irk  thev  are  reading  abont,  th<mgh 
it  ifi  hard  to  t?ce  why  this  eibonld  lie  brtmglit  tnrward  as  a  rea- 
enn  lor  prelcrring  the  hietory  c)f  tlie  liteniture  to  the  literature 
itself.  The  etudy  of  alchemy  may  induce  one  to  take  up  the 
study  of  cliemii^trj  ;  jet  it  would  baldly  seem  wnrili  while  to 
BubfititutG  the  former  for  the  latter,  tf>r  the  Bake  of  t^ueh  a  pos- 
sible occurrence.  But  works  of  tide*  kind  art5  often  an  unmixed 
evil,  hecau&e  they  lead  men  tu  iliink  they  know  something  of 
Engliiih  Ijtcratnrej  when  they  oidy  know  something  al>out  it. 
and  there  it*  certainly  \\\\  doubt  that,  looked  upon  as  a  contriv- 
ance tu  attain  the  maximum  of  diqday  with  the  minimum  of 
real  knowledge^  they  are  irecpiently  (juite  inviduable*  For  it 
is  nut  impi>bbible  to  t^uppo^e  tlmt  the  student  can  cummit  to 
metnury  and  retain  in  it,  for  a  while  at  least,  all  the  ct^ntents  of 
his  text-bix^k.  Aceordinglyj  wilhunt  baving  ^een  anything  for 
himt<ell"j  wlthuut  having  investigated  anytliing  tiw  biintseir,  he 
has,  nevertheless,  hia  mind  stored  with  a  multitude  of  facta, 
whicli,  properly  introduced  and  i^kilUVdly  nmnagedj  will  fre- 
cjueiitly  be  yf  a^s  good  service  to  him  a^  actual  knuMdedge  ;  and  * 
with  them  he  can  occa^sionally  make  an  imposing  show  in  times 
like  tht\^e,  when  conversation  often  assumes  the  form,  not  of  an 
interchauge  of  ideaiSj  but  of  information  ;  wdien  indeeds  it  not 
rarely  Ijecomea  a  sort  of  intellectuai  l>ase'bftll,  in  which  one  is 
liahle  tu  be  stunned  at  any  nutment  by  some  sur}>riBing  state- 
ment, or  knocked  down  by  bume  unexpected  fact,  A  tempo- 
rary triumph  in  some  verbal  encounter  may  souietimes  fall  to 
the  lot  of  him  who  has  thus  sacrificed  genuine  hjiowledge  and 
insight  tor  the  display  of  second-hand  information  and  eriti- 
cifim  ;  but  nocontrivauee  however  skillfulj  no  tact  however  ex- 
quisite can  long  hide  the  real  nakedness  which  all  shams  must 
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in  the  end  exhibit.  The  man  whose  acquaintance  with  Euro- 
pean scenery  is  derived  from  resolutely  staying  at  home  and 
studying  Murray's  guide  books,  may  chance  to  correct  in  some 
tmimportant  particulars  the  most  extensive  and  observant 
traveller.  But  who  would  compare  for  freshness,  fullness,  and 
accuracy,  the  knowledge  acquired  by  the  two  ? 

We  have  laid  so  much  stress  upon  this  particular  matter,  be- 
cause, though  individual  schools  may  here  and  there  diverge 
from  it,  this  method  of  studying  English  literature  is  the  one 
now  almost  everywhere  in  vogue,  and  because  the  belief  in  it 
as  the  best  method  is  widely  spread  and  iirmly  held.  In  ap- 
proaching the  second  part  of  our  subject,  much  that  has  pre 
viously  been  said  will  lead  the  reader  to  anticipate  the  answer  be- 
longing to  the  question  as  to  what  should  be  studied.  A  knowl- 
edge of  English  literature  can  not  only  be  best  gained  by  study- 
ing the  works  of  English  authors  themselves,  but  it  can  be 
gained  in  no  other  way.  It  is  necessarily  a  slow  process  of  ac- 
quisition, but  it  is  a  thoroughly  honest  one.  Whatever  knowl- 
edge any  one  gets  in  this  manner  becomes  an  integral  part  of 
the  man  himself,  and  forms  a  center  about  which  new  accre- 
tions of  knowledge  constantly  fasten.  And  it  is  a  curious  fact 
in  connection  with  this,  that  we  never  think  of  studying  any 
other  language  as  we  do  the  English.  In  Greek  or  Latin,  in 
German  or  French,  we  read  the  works  of  the  greatest  authors, 
and  the  external  history,  if  taught  at  all,  is  made  entirely  sub- 
servient and  subordinate  to  the  knowledge  of  the  literature  it- 
self. 

If  the  position  taken  is  a  true  one;  if  English  literature  can 
only  be  known  by  studying  the  writings  themselves  of  English 
authors,  some  other  considerations  come  immediately  into  view 
which  have  a  vital  relation  to  the  subject.  The  first  is, 
that  such  a  study  cannot,  from  the  nature  of  things,  be  com 
plete.  It  is  the  work  of  a  life-time,  and  in  the  limited  num- 
ber of  hours  assigned  to  it  in  our  schools,  there  is  no  hope  of 
covering  more  than  a  small  portion  of  the  ground.  It  becomes, 
therefore,  a  matter  of  first  importance  to  know  what  we  shall 
study.  The  only  fair  course  must  necessarily  be,  to  confine 
the  student  to  the  greatest  authors.  For  instance,  Chaucer, 
Bacon,  Spenser,  Shakespeare,  Milton,  Dryden,  Pope,  may  be 
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taken  as  the  representatives  of  their  times,  and  about  them  the 
literary  history  of  their  contemporaries  must  center.  It  is  not 
meant  to  he  asserted  that  the  attention  of  the  student  must  be 
limited  to  the  particular  pei^sons  here  mentioned.  English  lit- 
erature is  not  so  poor  that  it  can  never  furnish  more  than  one 
great  name  to  a  generation.  But  it  is  meant  to  be  asserted 
that  the  works  of  the  greatest  writers,  whoever  they  are,  must 
be  made  exclusively  the  subject  of  examination.  It  might  be 
interesting  to  know  and  read  others ;  but  short  as  is  life,  a  col- 
let course  is  much  shorter,  and  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that 
the  study  of  an  inferior  author  necessarily  involves  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent  the  neglect  of  a  superior. 

But,  again,  not  all  the  works  of  the  greatest  writers  can  be 
studied.  What  rule  shall  we  adopt  in  selection  2  That  does 
not  s§em  a  difficult  matter,  provided  two  things  are  kept  clearly 
in  view.  The  first  is,  that  whatever  is  chosen  shall  represent 
fully  and  fairly  the  mind  and  spirit,  the  essential  characteristics 
of  the  author;  the  second,  that  it  shall  be  complete  in  itself. 
Either  a  whole  work  should  be  selected,  or  a  part  forming  by 
itself  a  whole.  A  tale  of  Chaucer,  a  book  of  the  Fairy  Queen, 
a  play  of  Shakespeare,  anything  which  will  enable  the  student 
to  examine  and  to  comprehend  the  movement  of  the  writer's 
mind,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  a  finished  production,  is 
indispensable  to  any  thorough  knowledge  of  his  character  and 
genius.  "  Elegant  extracts "  will  not  do  the  work  required. 
Not  to  speak  of  the  injury  done  to  such  extracts  by  violently 
wrenching  them  from  their  context,  it  is  not  simply  unjust  to 
the  autlior,  but  it  has  no  beneficial  effect  upon  a  man's  own 
mind  to  study  a  great  wi*iter  only  in  his  moments  of  exalta. 
tion.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  see  more  than  one  conceivable  use 
of  these  "  typical  selections  "  and  so-called  "  elegant  extracts." 
As  labor-saving  inventions  for  getting  up  an  acquaintance 
with  an  author  without  the  drudgery  of  reading  his  works, 
they  doubtless  serve  a  certain  purpose.  They  are  better  than 
nothing,  to  be  sure ;  but  what  we  are  seeking  is  not  something 
that  is  better  than  nothing,  but  something  that  is  best  of  all. 

We  have  said  that  a  real  knowledge  of  English  literature 
can  only  be  acquired  by  studying  the  works  of  English  authors 
themselves ;  that  in  our  schools  that  study  must  be  confined  to 
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representative  authors  and  should  embrace  complete  works- 
We  now  advance  one  step  farther  and  say  that  these  authors 
should  be  studied  in  the  order  of  time.  The  reasons  for  this 
course  will  appear  at  length  in  the  third  division  of  this  sub- 
ject. At  the  same  time  it  is  confessedly  an  open  question 
whether  in  the  present  limited  knowledge  possessed  by  school- 
boys of  the  structure  of  our  tongue,  it  is  desirable  to  b^n 
with  an  author  so  ancient  as  Chaucer.  But  if  he  be  regarded 
as  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  there  can  certainly  be  no 
objection  to  our  entering  upon  this  course  with  the  writers  of 
the  Elizabethan  era,  who  present  no  peculiar  difficulties  of 
construction  or  expression. 

Assuming  that  the  writings  themselves  of  English  authors 
should  be  studied,  the  third  and  by  no  means  the  least  difficult 
part  of  our  subject  remains  to  be  considered ; — that  is,  how 
shall  they  be  studied  ?  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  in 
the  present  state  of  instruction  furnished  in  our  language  and 
literature,  any  method  proposed  must  be  in  great  measure  a 
tentative  method  throughout.  In  such  a  branch  of  study,  as 
yet  everywhere  in  its  infancy,  in  many  places  not  even  recog- 
nized as  existing  at  all,  we  cannot  expect  to  see  developed  at 
once  the  system  and  perfection  of  detail  under  which  other 
branches  of  learning  are  taught,  nor  even  to  find  it  supplied 
with  the  mere  mechanical  apparatus  of  good  text-books  with 
which  the  labors  of  generations  of  scholars  have  enriched  every 
other  object  of  investigation  embraced  in  the  college  curricu- 
lum. Everything  at  first  will  necessarily  be  crude,  many 
tilings  will  be  imperfect.  We  shall  content  ourselves  here 
with  proposing  what  seem  the  chief  things  required  to  be 
aimed  at  and  to  be  accomplished  to  make  the  work  both  in 
teresting  and  profitable  to  the  student.  Others  may  be  able 
to  suggest  other  and  better  methods ;  at  any  rate,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  many  improvements  upon  this. 

The  first  thing,  then,  that  should  be  sought  for  in  this  study, 
is  to  put  the  mind  of  the  scholar,  so  far  as  is  possible,  into- 
such  sympathy  with  the  author  he  is  reading,  that  he  will  ap 
preciate  him  fully  and  therefore  enjoy  him, — appreciate  him 
in  his  spirit,  his  style,  his  manner  of  presenting  his  thoughts,  in 
everything,  indeed,  even  to  his  weaknesses,  which  displays  the 
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essential  characteristics  of  the  man.  There  is  nothing  really 
so  important  as  this.  A  close  and  constant  intimacy  with  the 
words  and  ideas  of  a  great  writer,  will  not  only  save  the  indi- 
vidual from  all  vulgarizing  tendencies  of  thought  and  expres- 
sion, but  cannot  fail  to  have  an  influence  on  the  development 
of  the  cliai  ii  Lt  J ,  ^liCi.  a.^  \r^  t^^Ay  to  bo  aftaiaod  by  any  other 
agency  in  in^truetion ;  and  the  influeiic©  must  necessarily  be 
far  greater  in  the  case  of  au  English  author  than  of  a  ibreign 
one,  because  in  the  latter  the  attention  of  the  itndeiit  ia  always 
more  or  less  diverted  from  the  thought  by  the  difticulties  of  the 
language  in  which  it  is  clothed.  Such  an  intimate  acquaint- 
aiice  with  the  workis  of  a  great  writer  jg  always  followed  by  an 
enlargement  of  mind,  by  a  purification  of  taate,  by  an  increase 
in  the  power  of  expression,  which  are  very  marked^  even  when 
the  itudy  hafi  been  tiarried  on  in  a  da^ultory  and  uasystematic 
manner.  And  yet  while  this  ia  tbe  mi»st  intportant  end  to  be 
aimed  at,  the  end  to  which  all  else  should  be  made  sub^idiaryj 
it  mu^t  be  confessed  that  to  securing  it  tlie  direct  instruction 
of  the  teacher  cannot  much  avail.  Indirectly  he  uiay  be  of 
service;  but  whatever  of  tsucli  benefit  the  student  receives, 
must  be  acquired  mainly  by  hiin&elf.  Little  can  be  directly 
done  by  the  iuatructorj  save  to  bring  tlie  weight  of  hie  own 
more  cultivated  taste  to  bear  upon  tlie  mind  of  the  schular,  to 
asaist,  to  enligliten,  and  to  stiuuilate* 

It  fyllows  in  the  second  place  ^^  a  direct  corollary  from  this 
— for  it  113  involved  m  any  proper  idea  of  appreciation — that 
tbe  subject  itself  taken  by  the  author  and  his  method  of  treat- 
ing it,  ahould  be  studied.  The  aiTangement  of  sentences^  the 
subordination  of  parta,  the  logical  tiaqueuce  i^f  idea^^  the  many 
independent  liuei*  of  thought  concentring  in  one  grand  re- 
auk,  all  the^e  iliould  be  pointe'l  out  and  their  relation  to  each 
other  and  to  the  end  aimed  ntj  clearly  comprehended.  It  is 
not  always  an  ea«y  work;  bat  it  is  in  all  cases  one  which  most 
richly  repays  him  who  diu>a  it  for  tlie  labor  put  furth. 

Thirdly,  all  books  in  English  literature  are  mure  or  leisa  full 
uf  reterences  and  allutsions  to  the  political  and  niilitarj  history 
of  tlie  times  in  which  they  made  their  appearaucts*  There  are, 
indoedj  very  few  great  works  iu  our  language,  to  the  complete 
understand  ing  of  which  a  respectable  knowledge  of  the  era  in 
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which  they  were  produced  is  not  essential.  The  student  should 
be  required  to  look  up  the  meaning  and  furnish  the  explana- 
tion of  all  such  references  and  allusions.  The  study  of  the  lit- 
erature thus  becomes  intermixed  with  the  study  of  the  history. 
It  is  here  that  one  reason  for  reading  English  authors  in  a  chro- 
nological order  becomes  manifest.  A  separate  portion  of  the 
life  of  a  nation  is  not  wrenched  out  by  itself  and  considered 
apart  from  what  follows  and  what  precedes,  but  is  connected 
naturally  with  a  past  that  has  already  been  made  the  subject 
of  investigation,  and  with  a  future  for  the  investigation  of 
which  it  paves  the  way.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  if  the 
study  of  English  literature  is  faithftilly  carried  out,  an  indirect 
result  of  it  will  be,  to  give  the  student  a  fair  degree  of  knowl- 
edge of  the  leading  events  of  English  history. 

Directly  connected  with  the  foregoing  is  a  fourth  point. 
There  are  in  every  work  allusions  and  references  to  incidents 
of  past  history,  to  stories  of  ancient  mythology,  to  manners 
and  customs  long  laid  aside  and  frequently  forgotten.  The  or- 
dinary reader,  when  he  meets  these,  usually  pays  no  attention 
to  them,  if  he  is  not  previously  acquainted  with  what  they 
mean.  But  the  student  must  be  taught  to  feel  that  his  duty 
is  not  done  until  he  has  exhausted  every  means  at  his  com- 
mand for  the  fiill  comprehension  of  them,  and  can  in  conse- 
quence recognize  the  reason  of  their  introduction  by  the 
author. 

Fifthly,  along  with  the  works  he  is  reading,  the  student 
should  be  compelled  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  that  ex- 
ternal history  of  literature,  which  with  us  is  generally  the  only 
thing  taught  in  this  branch  of  learning,  but  which  as  now 
studied,  can  hardly  fail  to  be  regarded  as  a  waste  of  time.  For 
our  present  method  of  teaching  this  violates  the  order  of  na- 
ture :  it  is  only  by  some  such  plan  as  here  proposed  that  in- 
struction in  it  can  ever  be  successfully  given.  That  knowledge 
which,  under  the  system  usually  adopted,  is  learned  with  dis- 
relish and  forgotten  with  speed,  will  under  changed  conditions 
be  sought  for  with  avidity  and  retained  with  ease.  For  it  is  a 
marked  characteristic  of  our  minds  that  the  interest  we  feel  in 
any  book  is  always  carried  over  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  to 
its  author.     As  soon  as  we  become  engrossed  in  what  he  says? 
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we  wish  to  know  all  about  him,  his  life,  his  character,  his  rela- 
tions with  his  contemporaries,  the  influence  of  other  writers 
upon  him,  the  influence  he  has  exerted  upon  the  men  and  man- 
ners of  his  own  time.  Under  the  system  of  studying  the  works 
themselves  of  great  authors,  all  that  a  large  number  of  stu- 
dents will  really  need  in  the  investigation  of  literary  history, 
will  be  direction.  Stimulus  will  be  imparted  by  their  interest 
in  the  author  they  are  reading ;  and  the  facts  they  gather  in 
r^ard  to  the  external  life  of  the  man  and  his  times,  will  be 
treasured  in  the  memory,  because  associated  with  that  positive 
knowledge  of  his  character  and  inner  life  which  comes  from 
familiarity  with  his  writings.  But  as  in  the  method  here  pro- 
posed, it  is  not  designed  to  leave  anything  to  chance,  this  will  ^ 
form  no  exception.  During  the  process  of  reading  any  partic- 
ular work  of  an  author,  the  literary  history  of  himself  and  his 
times  can  be  made  to  pass  in  review.  The  failures  he  made, 
the  successes  he  achieved,  the  influence  he  exerted  upon  the 
writers  of  his  own  era,  the  school  or  style  he  founded  or  over- 
threw, the  acts  and  lives  of  the  most  illustrious  of  his  contem- 
poraries, all  these  and  kindred  topics  furnish  a  field  for  inves- 
tigation which  would  be  examined  on  their  own  account  by 
some,  but  which  should  be  required  of  all.  Such  matters,  in- 
deed, furnish  the  best  and  most  legitimate  subjects  for  those 
exercises  in  English  composition  which  are  everywhere  made 
the  object  of  so  much  attention  in  American  colleges.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  point  out  how  important  it  is  that  under 
such  circumstances  the  authors  should  be  studied  in  the  order 
of  time. 

Sixth  and  lastly,  we  come  now  to  one  grand  division  by  it- 
self, so  broad,  so  vast,  that  only  the  merest  outline  of  what  is 
desirable,  can  here  be  given.  We  refer  to  the  history  of  the 
language,  its  words,  its  phrases,  its  idioms,  its  grammatical 
forms,  not  less  than  the  changing  character  of  the  influences 
which  have  aflfected  diversely  at  divers  times  the  style  of  those 
who  have  made  use  of  it.  For  the  sake  of  studying  the  lan- 
guage it  is  of  vital  importance  that  authors  should  be  taken  up 
in  chronological  order.  It  is  by  that  method  that  changes  in 
the  meaning  of  words,  that  the  giving  up  of  old  idioms  and 
the  adoption  of  new  ones,  the  discarding  of  ancient  forms  of 
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expression  and  their  cropping-out  in  other  times  and  under  oth- 
er circumstances,  in  fine,  those  grand  raysterious  processes  of 
life  and  death,  of  ruin  and  regeneration,  which  in  ever-recur- 
ring cycles  are  constantly  going  on  in  the  history  of  every  lan- 
guage, that  all  these  can  be  clearliest  observed  and  most  vividly 
impressed  upon  the  memory.  To  state  the  claims  of  this  one 
department  fully  would  require  a  separate  Article ;  we  can  do 
little  more  than  mention  it  here.  Yet  it  may  be  proper  to  say 
that  in  any  system  of  study  which  sets  out  to  give  a  genuine 
knowledge  of  the  English  language,  Anglo-Saxon  must  be 
made  compulsory.  Not  many  years  can  elapse  before  this  con- 
clusion will  be  reached  by  all  whose  interest  in  higher  educa- 
tion leads  them  to  pay  attention  to  this  particular  subject. 
Already,  indeed,  many  of  our  institutions  of  learning  have 
begun  to  recognize  the  inevitable  change.  A  knowledge  of 
our  primitive  tongue  throws  in  fact  so  much  light  upon  the 
whole  internal  structure  of  our  present  language,  that  it  is  even 
now  the  easiest  and  surest  method  of  securing  an  accurate 
acquaintance  with  the  latter,  and  the  time  cannot  be  far  dist- 
ant when  the  study  of  Anglo-Saxon  will  be  regarded  as  an  es- 
sential part  of  a  complete  English  education.  An  indirect  but 
most  happy  result  of  such  a  state  of  things  will  be  the  exter- 
mination of  that  vast  and  increasing  swarm  of  so-called  Eng- 
lish grammars,  which  exasperate  scholars  and  make  life  a  bur- 
den to  students.  Every  country  school-master  now  feels  called 
upon  to  lay  down  the  laws  of  a  language  which,  so  far  from 
writing  elegantly,  he  cannot  ordinarily  write  correctly,  and 
finds  plenty  of  men  to  publish  and  to  praise  the  crude  concep- 
tions of  his  own  and  the  unwarranted  inferences  and  blunder- 
ing statements  he  has  borrowed  from  others  as  ill-informed  as 
himself.  Nothing  but  the  ignorance  of  the  public  and  the  in- 
difference of  the  educated,  could  have  so  long  tolerated  that 
almost  inconceivable  impudence  which  has  prompted  men  to 
write  grammars  of  our  tongue  without  any  knowledge  of  either 
Anglo-Saxon  or  Early  English.  With  the  latter  the  student  of 
Chaucer  must  from  the  nature  of  things  gain  some  acquaint- 
ance. But  even  for  him  it  is  not  advisable  to  begin  so  late  as 
this  The  language  is  then  in  a  transition  state  ;  everything 
is  confused,  much  is  fragmentary ;  the  ancient  order  of  things 
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as  a  whole  is  broken  up,  the  aneieBt  inflection  is  laid  aside, 
while  yet  everywhere  traces  of  the  past  remain.  He  is  thus 
broufrht  face  to  face  with  a  revolution  which  is  only  partially 
completed.  For  him  to  understand  its  origin  and  the  course 
it  is  taking,  it  is  even  more  essential  than  for  the  student  of 
later  English,  to  make  a  full  examination  of  our  primitive 
tongue.  And  when  once  this  need  is  felt  by  all,  the  general 
demand  for  them  will  supply  speedily  good  text  books  for  in- 
struction, in  which  this  branch  of  learning  has  confessedly 
been,  at  least  until  lately,  exceedingly  poor. 

But  right  here  lies  one  danger,  which  cannot  be  too  sedu- 
lously guarded  against.  There  can  be  such  a  thing  as  too  close 
and  exclusive  an  attention  to  grammatical  and  philological  de- 
tails. Our  object  is  to  give  knowledge  and  appreciation  of 
English  literature ;  and  care  must  therefore  be  taken  that  we 
do  not  yield  to  the  too  common  tendency  in  education  of  sub- 
stituting the  sign  for  the  thing  signified,  that  we  are  not  so  oc- 
cupied with  the  means  that  we  forget  the  end.  We  study  the 
language  for  the  sake  of  the  literature,  not  the  literature  for 
the  sake  of  the  language.  Minute  and  microscopic  investiga- 
tions have  an  importance  that  cannot  be  over-estimated.  But 
it  would  be  exceedingly  unfortunate  if  the  standards  by  which 
they  measure  objects  were  to  be  extended  to  all  cases  of  vision 
or  if  the  excessive  magnitudes  they  give  us  were  to  take  the 
pla(te  of  that  natural  and  orderly  proportion  which  is  furnished 
by  our  unassisted  eye-sight.  No  acquaintance,  however  mi- 
nute, with  verbal  forms,  no  knowledge,  however  accurate,  of 
points  of  detail,  can  be  satisfactory  to  any  clear-thinking  man> 
if,  in  gaining  them  he  has  been  forced  to  sacrifice  keenness  of 
appreciation  or  breadth  of  view.  Philology  is  an  interesting 
and  important  study ;  it  is  worthy  of  the  sincerest  devotion  for 
itself;  but  it  is  not  literature  ;  and  the  study  of  the  one  must 
never  be  mistaken  for  the  study  of  the  other.  The  informa- 
tion furnished  by  the  former  will  often  be  of  incalculable  value 
for  the  comprehension  of  the  latter;  but  the  value  is  in  this 
case  a  subsidiary  and  not  an  independent  value.  Conline  the 
attention  of  the  student  to  mere  grammatical  and  verbal  de- 
tails, and  the  noblest  productions  of  prose  or  poetry  will  lose 
for  him  their  highest  and  most  legitimate  charm,  that  subtle 
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fascination  which  in  a  healthy  mind  is  so  easy  to  bei  felt,  but  is 
so  hard  to  be  defined.  The  iamiliarity  thns  gained  with  the  mere 
words  and  phrases  of  beautiful  extracts  is  poor  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  that  keen  appreciation,  that  freshness  and  glow^ 
as  lustrous  but  as  evanescent  as  the  bloom  of  fruit,  which  the 
rude  grasp  of  philology  often  causes  at  once  to  fade,  never  to 
return.  Instances  of  a  like  nature  are  not  uncommonly  re. 
marked  in  our  preparatory  schools,  where  degrading  associa- 
tions frequently  destroy  for  particular  individuals  all  power  of 
appreciating  some  of  the  finest  passages  of  English  prose  and 
poetry.  Especially  has  this  been  the  ca«e  with  Milton,  whose 
Paradise  Lost  has  been  for  many  vulgarized  forever  by  the  pro- 
fanation of  parsing.  A  work  so  doleful  and  funereal  as  Young's 
Night  Thoughts  would  not  be  an  unsuitable  one  to  be  employed 
in  so  doleful  and  funereal  an  exercise,  and  no  great  harm  might 
result.  But  the  beauty  and  the  majesty  of  Milton's  verse 
sink  in  the  mind  of  the  scholar  to  the  level  of  the  baldest 
commonplace,  and  no  after  study  on  his  part  can  furnish  enjoy- 
ment, or  revive  a  glory  really  there,  but  which  for  him  has 
faded  away  forever.  No  later  devices  are  suflBcient  to  restore 
the  freshness  and  life  once  lost.  The  funeral-baked  meats,  as 
is  ever  the  case,  do  coldly  furnish  forth  the  marriage  tables. 

But  this  is  a  danger  belonging  rather  to  the  future  than  the 
present ;  in  the  existing  condition  of  English  scholarship  there 
need  not  be  much  fear  that  any  damage  of  this  kind  will  be 
done.  And,  incidentally,  it  may  be  well  to  mention  here  one 
positive  benefit  which  will  result  from  the  study  of  English 
literature  as  pursued  in  this  manner.  This  is,  that  it  will  fur- 
nish in  great  measure  a  corrective  to  that  widely-spread  habit, 
born  of  newspaper  and  novel-reading,  of  running  over  the 
words  of  a  book  without  gaining  the  least  idea  of  its  contents. 
This  to  some  may  not  seem  a  matter  of  moment ;  but  even  the 
slightest  experience  in  the  teaching  of  English  will  convince 
any  one  that  with  a  liberal  estimate  the  average  man,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  does  not  remember  one-fourth  of  what 
he  reads  nor  understand  one-half.  The  fact  that  he  knows  the 
meaning  of  each  of  the  individual  words  that  go  to  make  up 
the  sentence,  is  to  him  suflScient  proof  that  he  knows  the  mean- 
ing of  the  sentence  as  a  whole.     His  eye  runs  over  the  printed 
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page,  his  face  is  directed  steadily  toward  it ;  but  his  brain  gets 
of  its  contents  just  the  same  intelligent  comprehension  that, 
it  may  be  supposed,  a  cow,  calmly  standing  on  a  summer  day 
and  contemplatively  chewing  its  cud,  gets  of  the  beauties  of 
nature — no  less  and  no  more.  It  is  not  meant  to  be  asserted 
that  in  these  days  of  multifarious  reading  a  man  is  bound  to 
make  a  mere  Imiiber-yaril  of  his  ineniorj,  hy  storing  in  it  every 
thing  whieh  lie  chances  to  c?ome  aeioss :  and  every  one  of  ns 
knows  perwnally  eonie  men  wlio  woiild  He  far  greater  orna- 
ments to  society  than  they  now  are,  bad  they  taken  Iialf  the 
pains  to  forget  what  they  have  remembered  that  they  have  to  re* 
member  what  they  have  forg^nten.  Yet  in  epfte  of  all  this,  it 
is  hard  to  imagine  a  much  better  intelleettial  diBeipline  for  any 
young  man  than  to  In?  compelled,  in  gomg  over  an  English  au- 
thor, to  stop  at  the  end  of  every  sentence  and  ask  him  self  if 
lie  i^ally  understands  what  he  has  been  reading.  If  forced  by 
external  pmssure  to  do  this  thoroughly  in  a  few  inetaneeft,  there 
is  hope  that  on  other  occasions,  when  the  work  is  worthy  of  it, 
he  may  be  induced  to  do  it  for  himself 

We  ree^jgnize  tiiliy  that  in  Bueh  a  conreeafi  is  laid  down  here, 
the  knowledge  ot  the  literature  will  be  neecftsarily  imperfect 
and  ine^nnplete.  Still,  it  is  knowledge,  so  far  as  it  goes,  which 
is  far  mr>re  than  can  be  said  of  the  method  now  generally  juir- 
sned.  And  the  greatest  and  most  desirable  result  of  all  hag  been 
achieved,  If  the  scholar  has  by  it  been  taught  how  to  study. 
For  in  at  least  three  cases  out  of  five,  the  student  is  not  going 
to  stop  with  what  he  has  acquired  in  the  sehrjol  room.  His 
7ro5  ^m  has  been  secured.  He  is  on  firm  ground  from  which 
to  prosecute  his  investigations  for  himself,  and  the  interast  he 
may  have  gained  in  any  particular  man  or  in  any  particular 
era,  will  lead  him  to  extend  his  knowledge  far  be3^ond  the  lit- 
tle that  has  been  made  the  subject  of  direct  instnictioa  in  the 
hmited  time  given  to  it  in  his  college  course.  Bat  even  grant- 
ing  tliat  he  does  nothing  more,  granting  that  after  his  scliool- 
life  i&  ended,  he  never  again  looks  at  the  works  of  a  single 
classic  author,  yet  even  in  such  a  case  he  has  already  doT»e 
more  than  perhaps  a  majority  of  profestiedly  edneated  men  at 
present  do.  Suppose  that  under  the  proposed  ey&tem  he  has 
gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  one  oiastei^pieee  of  Chaucerj 
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one  of  Bacon,  of  Spenser,  of  Shakespeare,  of  Milton,  ot  Drj- 
den,  of  Addison,  of  Pope,  of  Burke,  of  Wordsworth,  and  of 
Tennyson.  How  many  of  our  college  graduates  can  ever  say 
as  much  ? 

Are  we  told  that  we  propose  too  much ;  that  the  method  re- 
commended, however  fine  in  theory,  wHl  not  work  in  practice  ; 
^T  that  it  will  divert  the  attention  of  the  scholar  from  other 
studies  equally  necessary,  if  not  more  important  ?  As  to  the 
object  proposed  being  too  high,  if  that  is  a  fault,  it  is  at  least 
a  fault  that  leans  to  virtue's  side.  Believing  with  Sir  Philip 
Sidney  that  he  who  shoots  his  arrow  at  the  sun,  though  he  may 
not  succeed  in  reaching  what  he  is  aiming  at,  will  certainly 
shoot  far  higher  than  he  who  aims  at  something  on  a  level 
with  himself,  wo  should  hold  it  a  far  safer  course  to  set  up  a 
standard  difficult  if  not  impossible  of  attainment,  rather  than  one 
which  is  no  perceptible  improvement  upon  the  standard  now 
in  use.  But  there  is  in  reality  notliing  difficult  or  impossible 
of  attainment  in  the  standard  here  proposed.  It  will  not 
work  in  practice!  Why  not?  It  is  nothing  more,  indeed, 
than  what  in  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek  every  college  in 
the  land  requires  in  theory,  however  imperfectly  many  of  thena 
carry  out  the  requirement  in  practice.  No  more  is  proposed 
here  than  that  English  should  be  treated  no  longer  with  the 
indiflference  with  which  it  is  now  regarded,  that  it  should  be 
lifted  up  from  the  degradation  in  which  it  is  now  sunk,  and 
that  in  all  our  schools  it  should  take  its  rightful  place  be- 
side all  languages,  living  or  dead,  that  are  made  the  subjects  of 
special  instruction.  There  is,  in  reality,  no  compromise  possi- 
ble in  this  matter,  no  question  of  degree.  The  study  must  be 
either  taught  completely,  or  practically  it  will  not  be  taught 
at  all.  In  this  case,  fortunately,  a  middle  course,  the  ever- 
lasting resource  of  middling  minds,  is  not  feasible.  Nor,  as 
actual  experience  will  demonstrate  far  better  than  any  state- 
ments that  can  be  made  here,  will  it  take  up  so  much  of  the 
time  of  the  college  course  as  from  the  extent  of  the  subject 
might  be  supposed.  For  the  great  difficulty  which  retards  the 
student  in  the  acquisition  of  other  languages  and  literatures  is 
done  away  with  entirely  in  tliis  instance  by  his  previous  knowl- 
edge of  his  own  tongue.     Moreover  this  is  a  study  that  is  ca- 
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palile  nf  indefinite  expansitm  and  con  miction  :  aiid  wlienever 
the  aiithoritios  of  any  institution  find  that  tlie  ptipiLsentniHtec! 
to  tlieir  eare,  are  begiimin^  to  kno%ir  more  of  English  and  to 
devote  more  time  to  it  tlian  is  good  for  thorn,  a  ahort  applica- 
tion of  any  ordinary  man  mil  of  our  literature  m  all  that  will 
be  rer^nlred  to  bring  the  very  ecstasy  of  enthusiasm  down  to 
the  most  rational  level  of  indftterence.    • 

In  the  course  of  tlib  Article  it  has  been  frequently  implied^ 
tliongh  it  has  not  been  directly  stated,  that  Eiiglish  hteratare 
studied  as  here  propoi^ed,  wili  not  only  be  interesting  in  itself 
but  that  in  many  cases  it  will  be  apt  to  airaken  the  enthusiasm 
of  stndents.  But  let  no  one  delude  himself  witli  the  vain  idea 
tliat  it  will  ba  equally  interesting  to  all,  or  that  it  vrill  not  be 
distasteful  to  some.  We  know  that  there  flourishes  at  present 
a  class  **f  advanced  thinkers^  who  hold  that  all  the  ignorance 
now  prevailing  in  Christendom  is  due  to  the  study  of  Latin  and 
Greek ;  that  once  sweep  away  tbeee  relies  of  the  dark  f^esj 
and  tlie  road  to  wisflom  beconjes  on  the  instant  effulgent 
with  shining  light;  once  remove  these  itmnbling-blocks  trom 
hia  pathj  and  tlie  yonthful  student  will  go  up  the  hill  of  science 
on  a  run  ;  or  rather  that  t<»  him,  lying  on  his  back  in  theshude, 
without  the  labor  of  liluckiug  on  Im  part,  the  fruit  from  tlie 
tree  of  knowledge  will  of  its  own  accord  drop  into  his  ojien 
mouth.  In  that  good  time  coming  when  Latin  and  Greek  are 
abolished,  and  mathematics  are  tinislied  at  hmst  by  the  age  of 
fourteen,  wlien  the  young  Aruerieim  i^tudiei*  i>nly  what  is  use- 
M  and  practical,  al>jve  all  when  he  will  not  be  forced  to  learn 
any th big  he  does  not  care  to  learn,  then,  when  all  these  things 
come  t(*  p;ifis,  it  might  be  hoped  that  the  department,  whoiie 
claiina  are  advocated  here,  might  survive  and  even  flourish 
amid  the  wreck  of  matter  and  the  ei*ash  of  coUeges,  But  so 
long  a8  education  implies  v^^ork,  the  innate  laxiuess  of  human 
nature  may  l>e  trusted  to  render  the  acquisition  of  it  hateful  to 
floDie,  and  more  or  less  ditiicult  to  all ;  and  grievous  as  h  the 
fact,  a  knowledge  of  Efiglisli  literniture  can  no  more  be  gained 
without  labor  than  a  knowledge  of  any  other  branch  of  study. 
To  him,  indeed,  who  hates  the  toil  nf  thiuking  it  will  bo  oft  en 
irksome  and  diJitastefulj  more  esjjecialiy  if  he  l>elongs  to  that 
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class  in  whom  literary  tafite  has  neither  been  implanted  by 
nature  nor  developed  by  culture. 

WiDh  a  brief  reply  to  an  objection  that  may  not  impossibly 
be  urged,  we  close  this  part  of  our  subject.  It  may  be  claimed 
that  a  knowledge  of  English  literature  can  be  better  acquired 
later  in  life,  after  the  mind  is  completely  matured  and  its  fac- 
ulties thoroughly  disciplined  ;  that  then  it  can  be  pursued  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  from  it  the  best  results  can  be  secured. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  assert  in  answer  that  there  is  no  branch 
of  learning  to  which  the  same  remark  will  not  justly  apply. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  point  out  the  absurdity  of  the  policy  of 
leaving  to  later  years  the  development  of  the  chief  agency  in 
the  cultivation  of  literary  taste.  But  it  is  necessary  to  protest 
most  earnestly  against  the  narrow  idea  of  the  importance  of 
this  study  which  the  objection  implies.  For  English — we  use 
the  word  in  its  widest  sense  as  including  both  the  language 
and  the  literature — is  to  us  not  only  second  to  no  other  ^tudy 
in  importance,  but  is  superior  to  all.  It  is  not  a  matter  of 
which  any  one,  whatever  be  his  profession  in  life,  can  justly 
afford  to  be  ignorant.  To  us  it  is  not  and  never  can  be  a  spe- 
cial study.  A  knowledge  of  it  is  not  simply  the  privilege,  it 
is  the  duty  and  should  be  the  pride  of  every  man  who  boasts 
his  birth-right  as  a  member  of  the  great  race  which  speaks  it) 
who  glories  in  his  heritage  in  the  words  and  works  of  illustri- 
ous men  which  are  the  majestic  trophies  of  its  intellectual  con- 
quests. But  for  the  majority,  that  familiarity  with  what  it  has 
achieved  must  be  gained  in  early  years  or  never  gained  at  alL 
We  must  look  upon  men  as  they  are,  not  upon  them  as  they 
ought  to  be;  we  must  judge  them  by  what  they  do,  not  by 
what  they  ought  to  do.  It  is  a  signiticaut  fact  that  in  any 
country  the  classic  authors  are  the  last  and  least  read.  Partic- 
ular exceptions  may  sometimes  occur  in  the  case  of  one  or  two, 
as,  for  instance,  in  English,  in  the  case  of  Shakespeare.  Bat 
fur  all  that  even  the  average  educated  man  knows  ordinarily 
of  the  great  writers  of  his  language,  they  might  as  well  have 
written  their  works  in  a  foreign  tongue.  Dryden,  for  illustra- 
tion, is  a  prominent  name  in  English  literatm'e.  Yet  how 
many  of  so-called  educated  men  have  consciously  read  a  single 
line  of  his  writings,  or  how  many  can  be  said  to  be  familiar 
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witli  a  siu£rle  one  of  his  productions?  The  same  is  true  of  the 
minor  work^  rif  Milton,  und  would  liave  been  true  of  his  Par- 
adise JjMty  had  not  the  grammatical  exercises  of  the  prepara- 
tory schools  kept  alive  the  poeiiij  while  they  destroyed  the 
poetry.  Indeed,  to  suppose  tliat  any  one,  in  the  turmoil  of  husl- 
ness,  in  the  strife  of  politics  or  hurry  of  lifOj  will  stop  and  turn 
aside  to  acquire  information  whidij  in  the  quiet  and  leisure  of 
early  jears  he  was  unahle  to  gain,  or  to  develop  literary  taste 
which  he  then  neglected  to  cultivate,  is  a  belief  which ^  Jiuw- 
ever  creditable  to  uur  feith  in  the  average  man,  is  not  bmed 
upon  a  very  accurate  knowledge  of  his  character.  We  may 
rest  assured  that  the  great  authors  of  onr  language  must,  under 
ordinary  circumstances /be  studied  in  youtli,  or  they  will  never 
be  studied  at  all ;  and  that  the  taste  for  literature  must  be  de- 
vel^jped  then,  if  it  is  expected  to  manifest  activity  in  later 
life 

We  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  another  subject^ 
which,  though  not  directly  included  in  the  department  of  Eng- 
Yinh  literature,  is  inseparably  connected  with  it  in  our  system 
of  instruction.  By  what  means  shall  the  student  be  best 
enabled  to  acquire  a  clear  and  ctirrect,  if  not  an  elegant 
style  ?  The  marked  difference  between  this  and  the  foregoing 
inquiries  must  be  kept  clearly  in  view*  To  borrow  the  terms 
of  political  economy,  the  student,  instead  of  being  a  consumer, 
must  be  taught  to  becorjae  a  euccessftil  producer  of  literature, 
A  problem  dittieult  of  solution  in  itself  varies  here  its  condi- 
tions with  the  character  and  circumstances  of  the  individual. 
This  is  not  the  place  to  enter  into  the  minor  details  of  ttiia 
question.  But  there  are  connected  with  it  some  general  })rin* 
ciples  which,  clearly  borne  in  miud,  will  not  only  save  us  from 
conmion  errors,  but  will  give  u^  a  distinct  perception  of  the 
proper  course  to  be  pui'sued.  Before  doing  this^  however,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  clear  away  some  of  the  rubbish  which  lias 
collected  around  this  wliole  matter;  and  in  so  doing,  it  will  be 
equally  necessary  to  ascertain  the  exact  value  uf  a  study  now 
generally  pursued  in  the  college  course. 

Logic  is  sometimes  and  Rhetoric  is  almost  always  included 
in  the  department  of  English.  This  is  in  a  great  measure  ar- 
bitrary, for  both  studies  being  universal  in  their  nature  have 
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no  special  connection  with  any  one  language.  The  former  has 
up  to  a  very  late  period  led  a  Bomewhat  feeble  life ;  but  the 
latter  has  alwavs  shown  more  vitality,  from  its  supposed  ten- 
dency to  enable  the  Btudeiit  to  acquire  a  finished  style.  The 
demand  for  text-books  being  great,  the  subject  has  naturally 
been  a  favorite  one  for  authors ;  and  just  as  in  our  country, 
men  who  do  not  have  money  enough  to  found  a  college,  found 
instead  of  it  a  university,  so  men  who  have  not  brains  enough 
to  write  a  grammar,  frequently  try  their  hand  upon  a  rhetoric 
Doubtless  many  of  the  treatises  on  this  subject,  which  so  con- 
stantly appear,  are  of  value.  Yet,  as  a  general  rule,  it  can 
safely  be  said  that  the  great  diflSculty  with  them  is,  that  those 
which  are  good  for  anything  are  not  fit  for  textbooks,  and 
those  which  are  fitted  for  text-books  are  not  good  for  anything. 
But  granting,  what  is  not  impossible,  that  a  perfect  work  has 
been  produced,  and  that  it  will  be  taught  by  a  perfectly  com- 
petent instructor,  yet  the  knowledge  thus  acquired  will  not 
have  a  particle  of  influence  in  imparting  a  single  positive  ex- 
cellence of  style.  It  is  right  at  this  point  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject becomes  involved  in  a  fog  which  completely  beclouds  the 
intellects  of  many  who  ought  to  know  better,  but  who  without 
thinking  fall  in  with  the  prevalent  popular  ideas  floating  about 
them. 

For  there  is  certainly  a  wide-spread  opinion  that  by  some 
method  not  very  distinctly  defined,  every  student  can  be 
taught  to  have  a  clear,  expressive  and  forcible  style.  Practice 
of  the  instructed  and  precept  of  the  instructor  must  both  so 
conjoin  and  work  together  that  nothing  but  the  most  glaring 
and  culpable  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  pupil  can  save  hiin 
from  writing  English,  if  not  elegantly,  at  least  perspicuously. 
This  is  an  idea  so  prevalent  that  some  attention  must  be  paid 
to  it,  though  the  slightest  reflection  is  enough  to  convince  any 
thinking  man  that  a  quality  so  subtle,  so  intangible,  so  inca- 
pable of  ultimate  analysis  as  style,  can  never  be  made  the 
subject  of  direct  instruction.  That  may  give  him  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  names  of  different  styles  and  of  the  various  char- 
acteristics which  go  to  make  up  the  one  which  is  perfect ;  but 
the  perfect  style  itself  it  does  not  and  it  cannot  impart. 
Rhetoric  may  enable  a  man  to  describe  in  scientific  terms 
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what  he  has  been  doing,  but  it  will  never  help  him  to 
do  it.  Admitting  that  the  rules  which  it  gives  him  are  the 
best  possible  rules,  it  does  not  and  it  cannot  furnish  the  power 
of  applying  them,  which  is  the  one  point  with  which  he  as  a 
writer  is  concerned.  A  fallacy  in  reasoning  will  be  no  clearer 
to  hia  mind  and  no  easier  of  detuctionj  after  Itjgic  tella  him  tliat 
its  form  is  that  of  a  disjunctive  hypothetical  with  the  major 
false.  A  inan  is  not  goiii^  to  walk  any  b<^tter  or  fainter  tifter 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the  two  principal 
bones  of  his  leg  are  the  tibia  ami  the  femui%nor  will  he  stnke 
a  harder  blow  becaui^e  he  has  learned  that  in  m  doing  he 
ben(k  the  flexor  and  straightens  the  extensor  muscles  of  his 
arm.  Power  and  skill  and  grace  come  from  a  different  tjaar- 
ter,  imd  are  entirely  independent  of  the  knowledge  thus  ob- 
tained. We  well  remember  a  young  man  who,  before  begin- 
ning hi3  commencement  oration,  sat  down,  and  as  a  prepara- 
tory exercise,  read  through  the  whf  ile  of  Whately's  treatise  on 
Rhetoric,  3'et  after  finishing  it  was  profoundly  astonished 
to  iind  that  he  was  able  to  write  no  better  than  he  could  be- 
fore. Such  mistakes  would  be  ludtcroufl  were  they  not  so 
common.  For  to  e^^ery  man  who  looks  back  in  his  own  career 
upon  wasted  opportunities  and  misdirected  efforts j  ther^a  can* 
not  fail  to  be  an  elcLuent  of  sadness  in  every  instance  he 
witnesses  of  energies  perverted  and  enfhusia^'n  misapplied. 

But  there  is  a  certain  work  which  rlietorie  and  rhetorical 
instruction  can  do,  which  is  an  important  work,  though  far 
from  having  tho  value  which  is  somedmes  niigtakenly  elaimed 
for  it.  But  it  is  of  a  negative  cliaracter,  and  its  exact  use  mnet 
be  clearly  borne  in  miud  and  its  exact  limitations  nnderstood. 
The  teacher  eanuut  impart  positive  excellence.  lie  cannot 
communicate  t!ie  subtle  graces  of  expressiun  which  arrest  and 
fix  the  attention.  He  cannot  convey  even  the  appreciation, 
far  less  the  realization  of  that  rhythmical  modulation,  that 
balance  of  periods^  that  ebb  and  flow  of  movement,  so  regu- 
lated that  nothing  shall  seem  abrupt,  nothing  dissonant,  noth- 
ing wanting  to  comj>let6  tlie  perfect  harmony  of  the  sentence. 
He  cannot  even  impart  that  first  andmrnplest  requisite  of  stjle, 
perspicuity  :  for  back  of  clearness  of  expression  lies  clearness 
of  ideas,  and  clearness  of  ideas  is  something  out  of  liis  power 
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to  give.  But  if  he  cannot  impart  positive  excellence,  he  can 
at  least  save  from  positive  defect ;  he  can  correct  the  countless 
errors  of  language,  whose  presence  is  a  discredit  though  their 
absence  can  hardly  be  called  a  virtue  ;  he  can  not  only  show 
what  is  to  be  shunned,  but  he  can  direct  the  attention  to  what 
is  to  be  sought  for  and  to  be  imitated ;  and  varying  mate- 
rially with  his  character  and  circumstances  he  can  stimulate 
those  under  him,  by  precept  and  example,  to  higher  degrees 
of  attainment.  But  in  general,  he  stands  merely  like  a  guide- 
board  to  point  out  the  road  to  excellence  ;  he  cannot  save  any- 
one from  the  toil  and  trouble  of  the  journey.  His  work  is  a 
humble,  but  it  is  in  most  cases  a  necessary  work,  and  faith- 
fully and  skillfiilly  performed  will  often  be  no  mean  agency 
in  the  development  of  critical  taste. 

The  question  now  remains,  How  is  positive  excellence  to  be 
obtained?  If  power  and  skill  in  expression  do  not  come  from 
the  study  of  Rhetoric,  where  do  they  come  from  % 

The  peculiar  character  of  any  style  is  doubtless  due  to  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  individual,  which  education  may 
modify,  but  can  neither  give  nor  take  away.  But  as  the  mark 
and  the  result  of  culture,  it  is  due  to  that  imitation,  sometimes 
conscious,  more  often  unconscious,  of  the  style  of  others 
whom  the  individual  regards  as  his  superiors.  Right  here  lies 
the  true  way  and  the  only  way  to  impart  to  any  student  the 
highest  qualities  of  expression.  Composition  either  in  proee 
or  poetry,  is  an  imitative  art,  and  that  very  fact  points  out 
the  proper  course  to  pursue.  Throwing  out  of  view  the  con- 
sideration of  excessive  natural  ability,  which  may  take  any 
particular  case  out  from  under  the  operation  of  general  laws, 
a  good  style  can  be  acquired  best  and  soonest — ^for  the  major- 
ity of  men  it  may  be  said  only — by  a  careful  study  of  the 
best  English  writers,  just  as  elegant  manners  can  be  best  and 
soonest  acquired,  not  by  studying  books  of  etiquette,  but  by 
associating  with  refined  and  cultivated  persons.  To  become 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  writings  of  a  good  author,  to 
imitate  unconsciously  his  manner,  to  be  influenced  by  his 
words  and  thoughts,  to  feel  profoundly  his  power,  is  worth 
more  for  the  development  of  expression  than  all  the  study  of 
all  the  grammatical  and  rhetorical  rules  that  were  ever  in- 
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vented.  He  who  has  sat  at  the  feet  of  the  great  masters  of 
English  literature  need  have  no  fear  but  their  spirit  will  in- 
form the  life,  and  touch,  as  with  fire,  the  lips  of  their  dis- 
ciple. But  just  in  proportion  as  such  an  influence  in  the 
development  of  expression  is  more  important  than  any  other, 
in  just  the  same  proportion  is  it  likely  to  be  overlooked  and 
despised,  because  its  effects  are  not  apparent  upon  the  surface, 
•  and  often  do  not  manifest  themselves  until  after  long  inter- 
vals of  time.  Not  unfrequently,  in  consequence,  are  these 
effects  referred  by  the  common  mind  to  causes  with  which 
they  have  no  real  connection.  But  great  writers  have  never 
failed  to  arrive  at  correct  results  in  their  own  case.  Spenser 
acknowledges  his  obligation  to  Chaucer,  Milton  to  Spenser. 
Pope  called  Dryden  his  master.  None  of  these  ever  thought 
of  attributing  his  superiority  to  the  study  of  rhetorical  rules. 

And  here  it  is,  and  on  this -account  it  is,  that  we  make  our 
final  appeal  for  the  fuller  study  of  the  language  and  literature 
we  have  inherited  but  have  too  much  neglected  and  despised. 
It  may  be  said  that  this  end  is  already  provided  for ;  that  the 
works  of  the  greatest  authors  are  read  in  every  school,  the 
men  whose  productions  exhibit  graces  of  style  which  modern 
writers  do  not  pretend  to  surpass  or  even  to  rival.     The  argu- 
ment is  a  fallacious  one.     No  foreign  author  can  do  the  work 
here  demanded  or  have  the  effect  here  required.    Their  supe- 
riority will  not  be  imitated,  because,  though  it  may  be  seen,  it 
is  not  felt.    If  a  student  understood  Latin,  for  instance,  as  he 
does  English ;  if  its  words  were  as  familiar,  and  came  to  him 
as  spontaneously  as  the  words  in  which  are  recounted  the 
thoughts  of  his  mind,  the  feelings  of  his  heart,  and  the  acts  of 
his  life,  then  the  assertion  would  have  a  force  not  now  be- 
longing to  it.     But  no  such  thing  does  take  place  or  can  take 
place,  except  in  exceedingly  rare  instances.      The  ordinary 
student  has  no  conception  whatever  of  the  beauty  of  the  Latin 
arrangement  and  style.     The  same  thing  is  frequently  true  of 
even  an  accomplished  scholar,  not  because  he  does  not  have 
an  intellectual  comprehension  of  it,  but  because  he  does  not 
feel  it ;  and  so  long  as  the  mind  is  absorbed  in  the  intrica- 
cies of  construction,  it  is  little  apt  to  be  influenced  by  beau- 
ties of  expression. 
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The  highest  culture  must,  therefore,  be  based  upon  the 
study  of  our  own  literature.  Any  other  foundation  is  too 
narrow  for  us  to  think  to  build  upon  it  lofty  and  enduring 
achievement.  For  the  culture  derived  from  any  other  source 
reaches  its  culminating  point  speedily.  It  has  no  healing 
waters  in  which  to  renew  its  vitality ;  it  knows  no  fountain 
of  youth,  whose  life-giving  properties  enable  it  to  go  on 
from  strength  to  strength.  The  power  of  expression  does  ' 
not  keep  pace  with  the  expansion  of  the  other  powers.  The 
results  of  ripest  study,  of  widest  observation,  of  profoundest 
thought,  are  stated  in  the  language  of  the  school-boy.  Nor 
can  such  a  state  of  things  be  changed,  except  by  the  intro- 
duction of  agencies  that  operate  upon  the  mind  in  early 
years.  The  institution  of  learning  which  neglects  literature 
may  turn  out  in  abundance  great  scholars,  lawyers,  meta- 
physicians, and  statesmen ;  but  it  will  never,  save  by  acci- 
dent, turn  out  men  of  letters.  The  atmosphere  in  which 
they  flourish  is  not  created  ;  the  stimttlus  that  springs  from 
association  and  sympathy  is  denied.  And  the  policy  of  dis- 
regarding, not  to  say  despising,  this  study  produces  its  legiti- 
mate results.  The  culture  created,  such  as  it  is,  is  shorn  of 
its  due  influence  both  on  the  present  and  on  future  times. 
For  the  achievements  of  scholars,  however  great,  fade  in  splen- 
dor with  every  new  achievement  of  those  who  follow  them. 
The  feme  of  lawyers  is  confined  to  their  own  profession,  and  \% 
as  transitory  as  it  is  limited.  Systems  of  philosophy  wax 
and  wane.  The  idol  of  the  people  to-day  Is  but  the  shadow 
of  a  name  to-morrow.  The  audience  of  all  these  is  few, 
for  they  appeal  but  to  a  class  or  to  a  time.  But  litera- 
ture appeals  to  all  classes  and  to  all  times ;  and  that  oblivion, 
which  sooner  or  later  overtakes  nearly  all  mortal  achievement, 
reaches  it  last  of  all. 

It  has  not  been  asserted,  nor  is  it  meant  to  be  asserted, 
that  the  criticism  here  made  of  existing  methods  is  true  of  all 
institutions  of  learning.  It  is  by  no  means  impossi'ble  that 
there  are  some  schools  in  which  far  better  methods  than  the 
one  here  proposed  have  been  long  in  operation.  But  if 
such  exist,  they  are  confined  to  particular  places  and  are 
practised  by  particular  teachers.    No  satisfactory  system  ot* 
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instruction  in  our  literature  has  yet  been  adopted  generally, 
though  culture  everywhere  languishes  under  the  neglect.  In 
this,  as  in  other  things,  our  words  and  works  display  their 
usual  inconsistency.  We  complain,  and  complain  justly, 
that  with  us  artistic  taste  remains  either  undeveloped  or  is  de- 
veloped imperfeatly,  because  ilm  iii[irittir[>itieij&  of  paiutiiig  and 
sculpture  are  not  here  to  be  seen  and  studied.  Yet,  what  right 
have  we  to  make  such  a  complaint,  when  a  kindred  culture 
and  taste  6uflFei"B  from  the  neglect  of  master-pieces  that  are 
accessible  to  all,  aud  whose  very  acGesaibility  cau&oa  tliem  to 
be  disregarded  aud  des^pised  ?  Wa  now  go  through  English 
literature  like  the  night-traveler  on  a  great  railway  line,  who 
whirled  rapidly  through  hamlet  and  village,  and  city,  reaches 
his  destination  at  last  with  no  knowledge  of  the  country  he  has 
been  through ;  nothing  indeed,  left  upou  hiti  njirid  but  a  vivid 
cooBcioueness  of  the  weariness  of  Ids  journey,  and  a  confused 
remembrance  of  names  and  stations.  We  ask  that  this  eh  all 
not  simply  be  reformed  tndifferentlj,  but  shall  be  reformed 
altogether ;  that  the  ciiief  agency  in  the  refinement  of  mind, 
the  cultivation  of  taste,  and  the  development  of  expression, 
shall  no  lon_L'er  be  left  to  random  study  or  individual  caprice ; 
and  if  Milton,  in  a  less  enlightened  age,  could  avow  his  con- 
viction that  Spenser  was  a  better  teacher  than  Scotns  or 
Aquinas,  we  may  be  pardoned  for  the  belief  that  sncli  seed 5 
sown  in  youth,  will  in  later  years  flower  out  into  a  broad  and 
generous  culture  and  a  manly  life. 
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Article   HI— YALE   COLLEGE— SOME  rTHOUGHTS  RE- 
SPECTING  ITS  FUTURE. 

SECOND  ARTICLE. 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Nenjo  Englander'y^e  made  some 
suggestions  in  respect  to  the  peculiar  and  distinctive  work 
of  the  new  era,  on  which  the  friends  of  Tale  College  believe 
it  to  be  abont  to  enter.  The  limits  of  the  Article,  which  was 
then  published,  allowed  us  only  to  consider  this  work  in  a 
single  line,  or  in  one  of  its  departments, — namely,  that  of  uni- 
fying the  institution,  so  as  to  make  it  no  longer  a  Collegiate 
school,  with  certain  "  outside  "  departments  loosely  attached 
to  the  central  body,  but  a  University  of  coordinate  and  coe- 
qual branches.  Unless  this  end  is  accomplished — we  believe 
we  express  the  sentiment  of  every  friend  of  the  College,  whose 
mind  is  not  unduly  under  the  influence  of  erroneous  ideas 
derived  from  the  past — ^a  University,  in  the  best  sense  of  that 
word,  cannot  exist  in  New  Haven.  The  time  has  come  when 
a  step  forward  iu  this  direction  must  be  taken,  or  the  inevita- 
ble result  will  be,  that  the  institution  will  fall  backward, 
sooner  or  later,  into  an  inferior  place.  It  will  belong  rather 
to  the  class  of  mere  colleges,  than  to  that  higher  class  which 
will,  in  the  future,  deservedly  have  the  higher  name.  This 
work  of  unification  is,  also,  tlie  first  work  that  should  be  un- 
dertaken'and  carried  out.  It  is  essential  to  the  noblest  growth 
of  the  institution,  and  it  is  essential  that  it  be  done  at  once. 
It  is,  therefore,  most  proper  that,  in  any  discussion  respecting 
the  coming  era,  this  subject  should  hold  the  first  and  most 
prominent  place.  But  it  is — as  we  intimated  at  the  close  of 
of  our  previous  Article,  and  as  all  are  aware — only  one  among 
a  number  of  impoitant  things  which  need  to  be  accomplished. 
We  trust  it  will  not  be  deemed  out  of  place,  therefore,  if  we 
ask  the  attention  of  our  readers,  at  the  present  time,  to  ano- 
ther point  connected  with  this  most  interesting  subject — the 
work  to  be  done  in  the  future. 

The  suggestion  which  we  would  now  make  is  with  reference 
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to  saitable  provisions  and  arrangements  for  those  ^' grad- 
uated" students,  who  are  pursuing  a  general  and  non-profes- 
sional course  of  study.  This  class  of  persons  have  peculiar 
claims  on  the  care  and  interest  ot  the  governing  powers  of 
the  institution,  whatever  may  be  the  light  in  which  we  look 
at  them.  To  those  who  think  only  of  the  collegiate  or  acade- 
mical department,  and  believe  the  other  schools  to  be  of  little 
or  no  importance,  the  young  men,  who,  having  just  taken  their 
first  degree  in  arts,  propose  to  continue  their  past  studies,  can 
hardly  fail  to  be  objects  of  regard.  The  existence  of  such  a 
body  of  young  men  residing  at  the  college  is  an  honor  to  their 
instructors,  as  well  as  a  continual  inspiration  to  the  under 
graduates  who  are  following  them.  To  those,  on  the  other  hand, 
who  have  larger  views  and  who  wish  for  a  university,  such 
graduates  are  of  still  greater  consequence.  They  form  one  of 
ihe  essential  parts  of  the  university,  without  which  its  life  can- 
not, by  any  means,  be  complete.  And  even  to  those — ^if  any 
such  there  can  be — who  have  no  care  lor  the  character  and 
form  of  our  higher  institutions  of  learning,  but  yet  desire  the 
progress  of  literature  and  scholarly  refinement  in  the  country, 
it  will  be  a  matter  of  no  slight  moment  to  give  this  class  of 
students  the  greatest  advantages,  since  on  them  must  largely 
depend  all  hopes  which  go  out  toward  this  end.  And  yet  it 
is  not  strange  that  they  have  been  the  latest  class  even  of 
graduate  students  to  be  provided  for.  Our  country  has  made 
but  slow  progress,  in  the  past,  toward  the  higher  regions  of 
literary  refinement.  Another  and  more  fundamental  work 
has  been  essential  to  its  earlier  life.  The  various  learned  pro- 
fessions have,  indeed,  long  since  become  necessary,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, provision  has  been  made  at  our  educational  institu- 
tions for  those  who  would  enter  them.  But  scholarship,  in 
those  other  fields  which  are  less  immediately  connected  with 
the  every-day  work  of  life,  has  been  left  to  the  older  nations. 
Its  importance  has  not  been  appreciated  as  if  it  were  a  thing  of 
present  need.  There  has,  consequently,  been  little  demand  for 
it  in  the  public  micd,  and  little  or  no  facilities  for  attaining  it 
have  been  offered,  even  in  those  colleges  which  have  begun  to 
develop  themselves  outward  toward  the  university  idea. 
Within  the  last  few  years,  however,  there  has  been  a  great 
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advance  in  this  direction.  We  have  begun  to  feel  that  car 
country  must  not  be  a  place  for  the  exercise  of  practical 
energy ,«nnerely,  and  that  learning  must  not  be  limited  to 
tho9e  alone  who  are  lawyers  or  preachers,  but  that  we  must 
be  a  nation  of  the  truest  and  noblest  culture — that  scholars 
must  find  their  home  here,  and  must  be  honored  here,  as  truly 
as  in  Europe.  The  call  for  a  higher  education  in  this  field 
has,  therefore,  begun  to  arise.  Our  universities  must  have  a 
department  not  only  separate  from  the  collegiate  school,  but 
also  from  the  professional  schools,  which  shall  draw  into 
itself  many  of  the  beet  minds  and  carry  them  onward  in  their 
scholarly  culture.  It  is  one  of  the  honors  of  Yale  College, 
that  its  governors  were  among  the  eariiest,  if  not  the  very 
earliest,  in  the  country  to  hear  this  call.  When  it  had  come 
only  from  two  or  three,  as  it  were,  scattered  here  and  there — 
when  the  great  body  even  of  our  educated  countrymen  had 
no  sense,  as  yet,  of  the  need  of  any  such  thing — they  organ- 
ized a  new  branch  of  the  institution  for  these  higher  liberal 
studies.  The  Department  of  Philosophy  and  the  Arts  was 
created  in  1846.  It  opened  the  way  for  the  pursuit  of  natural 
science  in  its  various  departments,  thus  meeting  the  demands 
of  the  times  in  this  direction.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  offer- 
ed more  advanced  instruction  in  philosophy,  and  philology, 
and  history,  and  similar  studies  to  the  graduates  in  arts,  and  to 
others  who  might  desire  it. 

Of  what  this  Department,  in  what  we  may  call  its  philoso- 
phical and  philological  branch,  has  already  accomplished, 
very  favorable  testimony  has  been  borne  by  the  presiding 
ofiicer  of  our  sister  university  at  Cambridge.  Persons  among 
our  own  graduates,  who,  in  years  past,  have  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages it  affords, — as  one  of  the  number,  the  writer  of  this 
Article — can  bear,  from  their  own  experience,  a  witness  which, 
if  not  as  honorable,  is,  if  posssible,  even  more  heartfelt.  But 
how  little,  we  must  all  say,  has  it  done  as  yet  compared  with 
what  could  be  desired.  How  great  is  the  work  which  opens 
before  it  in  the  future.  In  organizing  this  Department  of 
Philosophy  and  the  Arts,  the  College  authorities,  as  we  in- 
timated in  our  former  Article,  made  the  institution  complete  in 
its  parte.  They  gave  to  the  growing  University  the  Philoso- 
phical Faculty  of  the  German  Universities.    But  they  were 
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unable  to  do  anything  more  than  this — except  in  the  Scientific 
section  of  it,  where  the  wonderful  developments  and  demands 
of  the  age  have  carried  forward  the  growth  very  rapidly.  The 
want  of  the  necessary  funds  rendered  it  impossible  to  make 
this  facnlty  altogether  distinct  from  the  academical,  and  the 
want  of  appreciation  of  high  scholarship  in  these  philosophical 
and  philological  studies  made  the  number  of  students  a  very 
limited  one.  A  quarter  of  a  century  has,  therefore,  passed 
away  and  we  still  see  only  the  small  beginnings — two  or  three 
yonng  men  entering  this  section  of  the  Department  from  year 
to  year*,  and  no  instruction  except  from  professors  who  are 
overburdened  with  other  work.  All  honor  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  College,  it  becomes  all  its  friends  and  all  the  friends  of 
education  to  say,  that  they  saw  so  early,  and  made  so  early 
provision  for,  the  new  needs  of  the  country.  All  honor,  also, 
to  the  instructors  for  what  they  have  accomplished  under 
circnrastanees  no  more  favorable,  than  have  been,  as  yet,  en- 
joyed. But  no  one  can  fail  to  see  that  the  work  of  this  part  of 
the  institntion  is,  mainly,  a  work  of  the  coming  era.  Much 
more  must  be  done,  in  the  future  years,  than  has  hitherto  been 
done,  or  the  guardians  of  the  interests  of  the  University  here- 
after will,  in  this  regard,  prove  unequal  in  wisdom  and  energy 
to  those  who  preceded  them. 

Bnt  the  great  question,  as  we  enter  on  the  new  era,  is,  wJiai 
is  to  be  its  work.  What  then,  m  this  department  of  which  wo 
are  now  speaking,  is  to  be  done,  to  promote  its  efficiency  and 
to  make  it  in  reality  what  it  already  is  in  name?  The  first 
thing,  as  we  conceive,  is  to  provide  further  instruction.  All 
that  is  now  done  is  to  oifer  assistance  in  their  studies  in  the  high- 
er Philosophy,  Mathematics  and  Philology,  to  such  young  men 
of  proper  previous  attainments  as  may  desire  it.  This  assist- 
ance is  to  be  given  by  Professors  who  have  duties,  which 
afibrd  them  abundant  employment,  in  the  academical  or  sci- 
entific schools.  In  the  practical  working  of  the  matter,  there- 
fore, the  necessary  tendency  of  things  is  to  make  it  as  small 
as  possible.  To  a  la/rge  extent j  at  the  present  time,  it  does 
not  amount  to  positive  instruction,  but  is  only  a  permission 
given  to  the  student  to  cail  on  and  consult  the  professor,  when 
occasion  may  require.     Such  a  permission  is  a  far  smaller  ad- 
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vantage  than  it  might  geein  to  be  at  first  Bight,  for  it  luost  be 
remembered  that  the  professors  are  known  to  be  pressed  with 
other  work,  and  the  students,  having  most  of  them  just  gradu- 
ated from  the  college,  and  having  thus  hardly  escaped  their 
feeling  of  awe  toward  the  older  members  of  the  faculty,  will 
scarcely  approach  the  instructors  with  the  perfect  freedom  that 
could  be  wished.  The  Professor  gives  his  invitation,  indeed, 
but  the  student  either  knows,  or  feels,  that  it  is  given  with  a 
certain  reservation.  An  overworked  man,  he  says  to  himself, 
who  sets  me  no  particular  time  for  visiting  him — whom  I  may 
find,  when  I  call  at  his  room,  occupied  with  other  things,  or 
even  with  other  students — the  necessity  of  whose  life  compels 
him,  it  may  be,  to  do  much  outside  of  his  own  special  sphere, 
\ti  order  to  support  his  family — such  a  man  cannot  wish  to  see 
me  often.  He  makes  his  offer  of  advice  and  help  with  as 
good  heart  as  may  be  possible,  under  the  circumstances.  I 
do  not  doubt  this — but  he  cannot  but  be  glad  to  have  the 
time,  which  I  should  take  from  him,  unbroken.  I  will  wait 
for  another  day.  I  will  pass  over  the  present  need.  I  will 
get  on  by  myself  as  best  I  can.  It  is  almost  inevitable  that 
he  will  reason  thus,  not  once,  but  many  times.  These 
thoughts  will  rise  as  a  hindrance  in  his  way  almost  as  often  as 
he  feels  the  want  of  asssistance,  and  the  result  will  be  that  his 
visits  to  his  instructor  will  become  very  infrequent — perhaps, 
even  more  and  more  infrequent,  the  longer  his  course  of  study 
continues.  The  offered  aid  will  be  unused,  and  the  stndent 
will  be  left  to  himself.  Now  we  do  not  say,  at  this  point  of 
our  discussion,  that  anything  better  could  have  been  done  in 
the  past.  We  have  been  in  the  early  days — the  beginnings— 
and  it  is  enough  that  the  beginnings  have  been  made.  We 
must  not  look  for  the  full  completion  of  the  plan,  as  yet.  Bat 
— ^with  every  allowance  and  with  no  disposition  to  find  fault- 
it  must  be  admitted  that  this  condition  of  things  cannot  last, 
if  the  institution  is  to  grow,  and  to  become  what  it  may  be 
and  ought  to  be.  There  must  be  not  only  the  offer  of  advice 
and  assistance,  when  it  is  sought  for ;  there  must  be  definite 
and  regular  instruction,  with  responsibility  on  the  part  of  tlie 
student.  There  must  be  lectures  or  recitations  in  connection 
with  these  studies  as  regularly  as  in  the  theological  and  law 
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schools.    There  must  be  somewhat  of  systematic  organization, 
or  there  will  be  no  permanent  and  large  success. 

A  much  more  regularly  organized  section  of  the  university 
is  the  first  thing  which,  as  it  seems  to  us,  is  required,  if  proper 
provision  is  to  be  made  for  the  class  of  graduated  students,  to 
whom  we  are  referring.  We  shall  not,  of  course,  be  misun- 
derstood as  urging  any  prescribed  course  nf  study  for  all  the 
stadents,  (»r  any  abridgment  of  personal  freedom,  Thi^  we 
have  DO  wlsli  for,  and,  certainly,  it  eanriDt  be  regarded  as  es- 
sential. But  the  section,  whether  it  has  ten  studecitB  or  fifty, 
should  have  an  organized  life,  and  its  instruction  should  be 
syetematic  and  positive, — as  much  so  as  any  other  of  the 
higher  departments  of  the  Univemitj, 

In  order  to  the  atscomplisliinent  of  this  end,  it  h  of  the 
bigliest  importance  tliat  new  profes9orship8  should  be  t^atab- 
lished^  the  incumbents  of  which  should  have  no  duties  out- 
side of  t!ii&  particular  section.  If  the  time  of  a  Proft«aar 
of  Greek  is  neederl  for  the  instruction  of  students  in  the  under- 
graduate department,  who  are  in  the  rudiments  and  the  early 
stages^~«Tirely,  the  graduates,  who  wish  to  enter  more  fully 
into  the  genius  of  the  language,  and  to  become  real  scholars, 
ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  help  themselves  altogether,  ex- 
cept so  far  aa  they  may  snatch  au  hour  or  two  from  his  scanty 
leisure.  They  ought  to  have  the  highest  order  of  instructor 
whom  the  TJniversity  can  command — a  man  who  should  be 
devoted  to  them,  as  fully  as  they  may  need  him.  The  leading 
Greek  scholar  in  the  whole  institution  should  be  with  them. 
And  so,  in  the  case  of  the  other  branches  of  study.  If  wb  are 
ever  to  hope  for  the  highest  scholarship  in  this  country— if  we 
are  ever  to  give  to  culture  its  own  proper  place — ^we  must  ac- 
complish the  end  in  this  way.  We  must  not  linger  in  the 
lower  regions  and  give  our  thought  wholly  to  the  younger 
students.  We  must  make  the  more  full  and  complete  provision 
for  those  who  are  presisiug  further  onward  and  are  to  do  most 
in  their  work. 

But  it  will,  doubtle^,  be  said,  that,  while  all  this  is  very 
good  as  a  theory,  it  cannot  be  accomplished  for  lack  of  foods. 
Protessorahips  cannot  be  established  witliout  money,  and  there 
is  no  money.     We^  howeverj  are  speaking  of  the  future — of 
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the  work  of  the  opening  era — and,  as  we  have  already  stated, 
one  of  the  great  thin^  to  be  done  in  that  era  is  to  get  money 
lor  the  whole  University.  If  the  officers  and  friends  of  this 
college  are  to  sit  down  in  despair,  with  the  feeling  that  its  pe- 
cuniary resoarces  canrtotbe  enlarged,  they  might  as  well  aban- 
don their  work  at  once.  This  is  the  essential  thing  for  future 
progress,  and  it  can  be  obtained,  if  jadicioasly  and  eameetly 
sought.  Our  suggestions  are  made  on  the  assumption  that  this 
vital  necessity  is  to  be  secured ;  and  we  say,  that,  on  this  as- 
sumption, these  new  professorships  are  imperatively  required. 
The  instruction  in  the  higher  philology  and  philosophy,  &c., 
cannot  be  left,  always,  to  professors  of  the  academical  or  other 
departments,  who  are  assigned  to  this  extra  duty,  in  addition 
to  the  performance  of  all  their  other  work.  As  well  might 
the  theological  school  hope  to  reach  its  highest  growth  with  no 
professors  of  its  own.  The  remnants  of  a  man's  time  and 
strength,  after  his  daily  labor  is  ended,  are  not  and  never  can 
be  sufficient  for  the  greatest  work  possible  to  his  powers.  And 
yet,  we  must,  of  course,  freely  admit  that  a  time  must  inter- 
vene before  these  new  professorships  can  be  established.  It 
may  be,  at  the  best,  some  years  before  the  funds  of  the  Uni- 
versity can  be  thus  largely  augmented.  A  present  necessity 
must,  therefore,  be  looked  at,  and  we  must  inquire  how  the 
efficiency  of  this  section  of  the  institution  can,  even  now,  be 
increased.  The  course  ah*eady  adopted  at  Harvard  University, 
gives  a  hint,  at  least,  as  to  what  may  be  done.  So  far  as  we  un- 
derstand the  Harvard  scheme,  it  seems  to  us  to  be  open  to  some 
objections  in  minor  points,  but  its  introduction  is  an  evidence 
of  the  energy  and  wisdom  of  the  President  of  that  institution. 
As  a  recent  writer  in  the  ^^  Nation  "  has  suggested,  courses  of 
lectures  by  the  leading  professors  at  Tale  might  be  established  ; 
and,  we  may  add,  familiar  exercises  in  which  the  students 
should  come  into  personal  connection  with  these  professors,  and 
should  discuss  with  them  the  topics  of  interest  connected  with 
their  studies  or  reading.  Other  eminently-qualified  persons 
might,  also,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  called  in  from  outside  of 
the  college,  to  aid  in  the  work.  The  range  of  subjects  might 
be  a  wide  one,  and  such  as  would  interest  and  stimulate  a  large 
number  of  minds.     The  fees  for  attendance  on  these  lectures 
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might  be  fixed  at  such  a  snra  as  wonld  not  be  burdensome  to 
the  hearers,  and,  thus,  wonld  not  shut  out  those  of  limited 
m^ns.  In  this  way,  some  sliglit  compensation  could  be  made 
to  the  instructors — but  we  can  hardly  doubt  that  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  the  enthmiasm  of  the  students,  and  the  growth 
of  their  numbers,  would  be  a  sufficient  reward,  until  the  time 
of  more  abundant  resources  should  come.  The  gentlemen — at 
least,  those  among  them  who  were  connected  with  the  Univer- 
sity, and  we  should  say  that  these  ought  to  be  the  larger  or 
the  more  efficient  part — might  meet  together  as  a  faculty,  and 
encourage  and  help  each  other  in  this  way.  We  are  persuaded 
that — while  entire  success  cannot  be  attained,  until  new  pro- 
fessorships, as  indicated  above,  are  established — a  great  deal 
more  can  be  done,  than  has  yet  been  done,  with  the  means 
already  at  our  disposal.  In  a  few  years,  with  such  arrangements 
and  others  which  can  be  devised,  we  cannot  doubt,  that  the 
number  of  young  men  who  would  enter  upon  these  courses  of 
study,  instead  of  being  two  or  three  as  now,  would  be  ten  or 
twenty  times  as  many.  They  would  be  n(»t  only  graduates  of 
this  college,  but  graduates  of  other  colleges  as  well,  who  would 
gladly  come  here  to  carry  onward  their  education  in  the  midst 
of  these  higher  advatitages.  Tl)ey  would  be  representatives 
of  every  class  in  the  country,  who  wish  to  gain  a  culture 
which  they  have  never  yet  gained  ai^d  cannot  gain  elsewhere. 
Why  should  not  this  step  be  taken  at  once  ?  The  present  is  as 
favorable  a  time  as  can  ever  offer,  for  the  first  onward  move- 
ment. K  it  is  made,  not  only  will  great  good  be  done  to 
many  individual  minds,  and  to  the  University  as  a  whole;  but 
the  manifestation  of  energy  and  the  beginning  of  success  will 
render  the  gathering  in  of  funds  for  the  future  and  for  the 
more  perfect  work  a  thing  both  easier  and  more  certain  of  ac- 
complishment. Men  love  to  see  success,  and  to  make  it  still 
more  successfnl.  To  him  that  hath  shall  be  given,  is  a  prin- 
ciple of  the  widest  application. 

There  are,  however,  some  other  things  which  may  be  done, 
besides  the  providing  ot  further  instruction.  Encouragements 
and  helps  may  be  given  to  students,  and,  thus,  the  number  of 
students  may  be  increased.  According  to  the  present  arrange- 
ment of  things,  no  certain  advantages  are  offered  to  young 
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men  entering  upon  this  course  of  study.  The  present  aids  of  a 
pecuniary  nature  are  less,  even,  than  those  afforded  to  under- 
graduates, while  the  prospects  for  the  future  are,  by  no  raeans, 
so  sure  as  those  opened  before  the  professional  and  scieiitifio 
students.  We  think  something  may  be  done,  and  ought  to  be 
done,  within  a  few  years,  with  reference  to  both  these  points. 
At  present,  all  which  the  college  has,  to  give,  in  this  section 
of  the  department  of  Philosophy  and  the  Arts,  is  the  income 
of  three  scholarships — the  largest  income  of  the  three  being 
only  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  After  the  payment  of 
the  annual  fee  for  instruction,  the  student  who  holds  this  besfe 
of  the  scholarships  finds  himself  with  only  twenty  dollars  as 
the  proceeds  of  it.  Certainly,  an  Spiring  and  enthusiastic 
youth — whose  means  are  limited — will  not  find  much  encour- 
agement to  continue  his  classical  or  philosophical  studies  from 
such  a  source  as  this.  He  will  feel  himself  compelled  to  give 
up  these  studies  of  his  choice,  and  enter  upon  some  other 
course,  which  may  either  afford  him  greater  assistance  at  onee, 
or,  at  least,  may  compensate  him  by  the  larger  rewards  which 
it  will  secure  to  him  in  after  years.  The  present  inducements 
of  this  character  we  may,  therefore,  say  are  nothing.  So  far 
as  our  knowledge  extends,  no  one  has  ever  been  led  to  remain 
at  Yale  College,  after  graduation,  by  these  existing  scholar- 
ships. But  little  competition  has  been  known  in  the  case  of 
that  one  among  them,  the  income  of  which  has  depended  al- 
together upon  continued  residence  at  New  Haven.  It  has 
been  sought  for  only  by  those  who,  on  other  grounds,  had  de- 
termined upon  this  course,  and  has  by  them  been  regarded  as 
a  matter  of  not  much  moment.  Twenty  dollars  or  a  hundred 
and  twenty,  in  these  days,  are  not  worth  much  striving  for — 
and  the  honor  of  obtairing  that  for  which  there  is  no  compe- 
tition, is  not  great  enough  to  call  forth  any  considerable  effort 
or  enthusiasm.  The  founders  of  Ihese  scholarships  deserve 
the  credit  of  their  work,  and,  especially,  of  their  appreciation 
of  this  great  need  of  the  University.  But  the  coming  era  can- 
not be  content  with  no  greater  things  than  these.  The  estab- 
lishment of  fellowships,  which  shall  produce,  according  to  the 
common  phrase,  ^  a  living  income,"  is  a  matter  of  the  highest 
importance.      The  tbundation   of  each  of  these  fellowships 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  Yale  CoUege.  611 

should  be  from  ten  to  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The 
time  of  holding  them,  also,  should  be  lengthened  from  two 
years,  as  in  the  case  of  the  existing  scholarships,  to  four — or 
even  six  years.  They  wonld,  thus,  become  really  valuable, 
and  would  be  a  powerful  stimnlns  to  many  minds.  Even  one 
eueh  fellowship,  opening  itgelf  to  conipetition  in  ©very  year, 
would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  service.  It  would  benefit 
not  only  tho  sivcccsifii]  t^andidate,  but  others  likewise.  It 
would,  in  many  caae&,  be  the  means  of  drawing  both  the  un- 
successful and  the  eiicceasful  oiiea  into  this  seeticm  of  the  Dni- 
verisity.  The  meana  f^r  such  fouiidatitms  should  be  earnestly 
solicited.  They  can  be  secured,  as  we  believe^  at  no  very  dis- 
tant day. 

But  here  again  we  must  admit  that  there  will  be  an  inter- 
val of  time  be  tore  this  reeiilt  can  be  reached.  Cannot  atiy* 
thing  be  done  in  this  interval  i  Perhaps  not  in  the  we^y  of 
pecuniary  aid.  In  other  ways,  however,  we  are  sure  that  a 
beginning  may  be  made  at  once.  It  appears  to  us,  that  the 
prospects  fur  the  future  f<>r  this  class  of  students  luight  be  ren- 
dered much  brighter  and  riK^re  certain  than  they  now  are.  At 
present,  a  young  man  in  this  department  of  study  is  in  the 
most  uncertain  of  all  positions.  He  has  not  a  fraction  of  rUe 
ground  for  confidence  respecting  an  opening  for  the  eEercise 
of  his  powers  ni  after  life,  whicli  a  lawyer  or  a  miait^ter  may 
have.  This,  iio  doubt,  is  largely  owini^  to  circumstances  be- 
yond control.  The  age  of  scholarly  culture  ia  only  jnst  dawn* 
ing,  and  the  place.^  for  scholarly  men  are  comparatively  few. 
We  do  not  see,  however,  why  the  Tutorships  or  Assistant  Pro- 
fessorships in  the  college  tnight  not  be  regularly  filled  from  stu- 
dents of  this  class.  On  the  present  system,  the  elect! ims  to 
the  Tutorship  are  made  frum  among  tlie  highest  on  tlie  list  of 
'*  appointments  '^  at  Commencemeot  Two  or  three  years  after 
graduation,  the  valedictorian  or  salutatorian  of  a  class  is  culled 
to  this  office  of  instruction,  because  be  had  such  a  rank  as  a 
scholar  in  his  college  course^  and  because  the  Faculty  judge, 
from  what  tJ*ey  remember  of  him,  that  he  will  discharge  its 
duties  welL  It  can  be  no  wonder,  surely,  if,  on  such  a  system, 
mistaken  cb«iices  are  sometimes  made.  Valedictorians  are, 
now  and  thou  at  least,  not  distinguished  as  real  echolara,  when 
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they  graduate.  They  are,  by  no  means,  certain  to  be  so  three 
years  afterwards — and  even  less  certain  to  be  good  teachers. 
But  if  this  important  oflSce  of  instruction  is  filled  in  the  way 
we  suggest,  the  candidates  will  be  all  of  them  persons  who  are 
known  to  be  continuing  their  studies,  and  to  be  making  real 
progress.  They  can  be  cbserved  by  the  college  authorities,  a:'- 
they  go  forwards.  The  best  among  them  can  be  chosen.  The 
appointment  can  become  a  reward,  the  hope  of  which  will 
make  all  of  them  as  good  as  possible.  An  arrangement  of 
this  character  will  tend  toward  beneficial  results  for  the  col- 
lege itself,  while  it  will,  at  the  same  time,  encourage  the  stn- 
dents  of  the  Department.  It  will  encourage  them,  because 
these  students,  looking  as  they  naturally  will  toward  an  aca- 
demic or  literary  life,  will  hold  such  an  oflBcial  position  in  very 
diiferent  esteem  from  their  college  classmates  who  become 
doctors  or  merchants.  They  will  find  here  a  stepping-stone  to 
a  higher  position,  or  a  preparation  for  their  chosen  course  of 
life.  The  authorities  of  the  OoUege  might,  also,  systematically 
aid,  so  far  as  in  their  power, — and  might  let  it  be  distinctly 
known  that  they  would  aid, — these  students  to  obtain  places 
as  teachers,  or  other  more  purely  literary  posts,  elsewhere.  It 
cannot  be  doubted,  that  this  is  the  class  of  men  who  ought  to 
be  teachers.  The  gr  )wth  and  needs  of  the  country  are  such, 
now,  that  teaching  is  beginning  to  be  as  much  a  profession  as 
the  ministry  is.  Why  should  not  the  profession  be  filled,  like 
that  of  the  ministry,  from  those  who  have  been  specially  ed- 
ucated for  it  ? 

If,  in  these  ways,  the  prospects  for  the  future  of  these  grad- 
uate students  could  be  made  more  certain  than  they  now  are, 
the  influence  of  such  greater  certainty  would  be,  undoubtedly, 
to  increase  the  number  of  young  men  who  would  thus  devote 
themselves  to  general  studies.  Our  Universities  must,  it  is 
true,  wait  for  their  highest  success  and  most  perfect  develop- 
ment, until  the  demands  of  the  country  are  greater.  But  they 
must  educate  the  country,  continually,  toward  the  higher  de- 
mands, by  keeping  steadily  in  advance  of  the  present  public 
sentiment.  They  must  provide  every  inducement,  which  they 
can,  even  now,  and  must  furnish  all  possible  aid,  if  they  are 
to  fulfill  their  mission.     It  is  thus,  that  they  are  to  prepare  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  Tale  College,  613 

way  for  the  better  future,  as  well  as  to  be  ready  for  it  when  it 

cuiueg. 

There  is  another  thing,  which,  wo  think,  t;ati  be  don©,  and 
done  iinuiedintelj,  ior  the  growth  and  success  of  this  iectiou 
of  the  University.    Students,  if  they  are  to  enter  upon  these 
higher  Btndies  in  philosophy,  philology,  &e.,  need  not  only  the 
encouragements  of  present  aid  and  future  rewards*     They  need, 
altio,  mk  impimtion  to  make  them  ready  to  ehooae  the  course, 
wliich  thus  offers  itself  to  theni,     Tliey  need,  in  iheir  under' 
graduate  life,  to  have  tfteir  Im^efttr  the  sivd^m  awakened^  so 
tliat  they  shall  he  glad  to  go  forward  in  them*    Especially  is 
this  the  case  in  the  cla^ical  languages.     Young  men,  at  the 
age  of  graduation  J  are  somewhat  prone  to  like  mental  and  mo- 
ral philosophy — studies  which  niakea  them  realize^  more  than 
any  other;?,  the  intellectual  powers  just  maturing  within  them-— 
while,  in  regard  to  the  mathematics,  the  gift  for  these  h  a  com- 
paratively rare  one  and  is  usnally  accompanied^  where  it  ex- 
ists, hy  it^  own  inepiration.     The  ahnoat  nniversal  complaint, 
on  the  other  hand  is,  that  there  is  little  enthusiasm  for  classical 
Btndies  [  and  great  numbers  even  of  college  graduates  are  de- 
claring, largely  on  this  account,  we  believe,  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  required  in  a  collegiate  course.     We  do  not  propose 
here  to  disjcni^  the  genera)  question  respecting  these  studies. 
So  far  as  our  present  purpose  is  concerned,  this  question  may 
be  settled  in  either  way*     It  is  enough  for  ng  to  take  the  gen- 
eral admission,  that  it  is  well  to  have  a  class  of  classical  i^tn- 
dent^,  and,  if  so,  to  make  then  as  ardent  in  their  work  as  pos* 
sible.     But,  if  this  be  admitted,  everything  ought  to  he  done 
in  the  Academical  departmeTU  of  the  Uni versify  to  awaken 
this  ardor  in  snch  minds.     If  there  are  to  he  a  goodly  number 
of  these  stniients  in  the  section  devoted  to  the  higlier  general 
studies,  it  must  be  thus  awakened.     But  how  shall  this  oliject 
be  accomplished  ? 

A  step  has  been  taken  at  Yale  College,  already,  in  e*innee* 
tion  with  this  matter,  which  is  likely  to  be  helpful  to  the  end 
in  view.  The  students  are  not  compelled  to  go  forward,  as 
they  were  formerly,  all  together— and,  thus,  no  faster  or  far. 
ther  than  the  slower  ones  could  advance.  They  are  arranged 
in   divisions,  according  to  their  scholarship,  and  the  higher 
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ranks  make  correspondingly  greater  progress.    The  results  of 
this  experiment — which  met  objections  from  some  persons  of 
great  wisdom,  at  its  iirst  suggestion — have  been  even  more  fa- 
vorable, if  we  mistake  not,  than  most  of  the  college  officers 
anticipated.     But  there  are  other  steps  which,  we  think,  still 
need  to  be  taken.    The  classical  languages,  as  we  conceive,  are 
taught  with  too  exclusive  reference  to  what  is  called  "  disci- 
pline."   Now  every  body,  who  knows  anything  on  this  sub- 
ject, knows  that  these  languages^  like  all  others,  must  be  stud- 
ied and  understood  in  their  construction  and  all  their  gram- 
matical minutiee,  if  they  are  to  be  thoroughly  acquired.    All 
persons,  also,  agree,  that  one  of  the  great  advantages  of  the 
study  of  these  languages,  is  the  mental .  discipline  which  is 
gained  fr ^m  this  sort  of  investigation  of  them.     But  a  man 
will  never  love  a  language  of  which  he  knows  nothing  but  the 
grammar.     It  is  doubtful  if  even  the  celebrated  German  pro- 
fessor, who  lamented  that  he  had  not  devoted  his  life  exclu- 
sively to  the  dative  case,  would  have  appreciated  the  beauty 
of  such  a  study,  unless  he  had  learned  something  beyond  this. 
And  it  is,  by  no  means,  strange,  if  young  men  in  our  -colleges, 
whose  minds  have  been  so  largely  confined  to  grammatical 
points, — to  analysis  ot  words  and  similar  matters — should,  at 
their  graduation,  have  little  enthusiasm  for  the  classical  au- 
thors, or  should,  at  that  time,  lay  them  aside,  once  for  all.  How 
much  would  men  study  or  enjoy  the  modem  languages  of  Eu- 
rope, or  even  our  own,  if  this  were  the  aim  of  all  their  read- 
ing?   In  every  other  case,  we  study  the  grammar  for  the  Ian. 
guage,  while,  in  this  case,  we  reverse  the  process  and  make  the 
language  the  means  and  the  grammar  the  end.     We  cannot 
help  believing,  that  there  is  a  great  mistakt;  here,  in  the  ar- 
rangements of  our  college  instruction.   The  l^est  scholars,  even, 
while  they  are  drilled  in  analysis  and  forms  and  rules,  are 
most   tryingly  deficient  in  knowledge  of  the  vocabulary  of 
Latin  and  Greek.     They  have  not  learned  to  dispense,  in  any 
considerable  measure,  with  the  dictionary,  though  they  may 
have  the  grammatical  principles  most  perfectly  at  command. 
Only  one-halt  of  the  work  has  been  accomplished  for  them ; 
and,  so  fai*  as  the  matter  of  their  enthusiasm  is  concerned,  only 
that  half  which  is  least  likely  to  awaken  it.     A  person  who 
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cannot  lay  aside  his  German  lexicon,  but  must  refer  to  it  a 
score  of  times  for  every  page  he  reads,  will,  almost  certainly, 
like  English  better.  The  scholar  in  Greek  or  Latin  is  subject, 
according  to  his  measure,  to  the  same  rule.  We  say,  accord- 
ins:  to  his  measure,  for  we  fully  admit,  that,  in  the  case  of 
Greek  particularly,  we  cannot  easily  hope  for  such  entire  free- 
dom from  bondage,  in  this  regard,  as  we  often  attain  in  Ger- 
man or  in  French.  Nevertheless,  we  believe  it  to  be  possible 
that  our  students  should  know  far  more  of  the  vocabulary  of  the 
classical  languages,  at  the  close  of  their  college  course,  than 
they  now  do;  and,  just  in  proportion  as  they  do  know  more  in 
this  way,  will  their  interest  in  these  languages  be  increased. 
And  while  no  one  believes  in  the  necessity  of  grammatical 
study  more  than  we  do,  we  are  ready  to  go  so  far  as  to  say, 
that  it  is  better,  in  every  point  of  view,  for  a  man  to  be  $,ble 
to  read  fluently,  at  graduation,  a  dialogue  of  Plato  or  a  chap- 
ter of  Tacitus,  than  it  is  for  him  ever  to  have  been  able  to  re- 
peat all  the  forty  or  fifty  exceptions  to  some  minor  rule  of  Latin 
prosody.  Let  us  caiTy  forward  the  grammatical  studies  as  far 
as  we  can  consistently  with  other  ends — let  us  demand  of  the 
preparatory  schools  a  more  perfect  drill  in  this  department. 
But  do  not  let  us  lose  everything  else  in  the  pursuit  of  this  one 
object. 

The  reading,  then,  of  Greek  and  Latin,  with  a  view  to  fa- 
miliarity with  the  language  as  distinguished  from  the  gram- 
mar, we  believe  to  be  a  thing  of  very  essential  importance. 
Our  college  curriculum  ought  to  include  such  studying  of  these 
languages  as  should  deliver  the  young  men,  in  some  degree, 
from  the  bondage  of  school-boys,  and  should  introduce  them 
to  somewhat,  at  least,  of  the  freedom  of  real  scholars.  But 
not  only  should  this  be  accomplished.  In  connection  with  it, 
another  result  should  be  aimed  at,  which,  under  the  existing 
system,  is  very  difficult  to  be  attained.  The  mind  of  the  stu- 
dent should  be  awakened  to  an  appreciation  of  the  richness  of 
thought,  of  the  grace,  of  the  rhetorical  power,  of  all  that  is 
beautiful  in  the  style,  of  the  words  which  he  reads.  These 
things  vanish  from  the  sight  of  him  who  is  searching  only 
amid  dry  details.  They  hide  themselves  in  a  higher  sphere. 
It  we  could  suppose  a  person  to  study  the  poems  of  Milton  or 
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the  writings  of  Burke,  as  our  young  men,  in  the  colleges,  too 
generally  study  the  works  of  the  ancient  authors — that  is,  if 
he  were  to  read  but  a  page  or  two  a  day,  with  a  laborious  use 
of  the  dictionary,  and  with  his  attention  almost  exclusively 
turned  to  the  derivation  of  words,  or  the  construction  of  sen- 
tences, or  the  force  of  the  smallest  particles,  how  little  could 
we  expect  him  to  know  of  that  which  gives  these  celebrat-ed 
writers  their  fame  1  He  must  read  long  passages  at  once — 
whole  poems  or  orations,  it  may  be — in  order  that  he  may  un- 
derstand the  authors'  plan  and  thought,  and  may  feel  the  force 
of  what  they  say.  He  must  read  again  and  again,  and  try  to 
possess  himself  of  everything  which,  nnder  the  inspiration  and 
direction  of  their  genius,  contributes  to  the  accomplishment  of 
their  design.  He  must  study  their  works  as  if  he  were  to 
make  them  the  models  for  his  own  imitation.  IJe  must  enter 
into  their  spirit.  To  know  the  name  of  every  rhetorical  figure, 
and  the  history  of  every  word  as  a  mere  word,  in  Shakee- 
peare's  Plays  is  not  to  know  those  Plays  as  one  ought  to 
know  them.  Certainly,  to  know  them  thus  is  not  likely  to 
awaken  love  for  them.  And  this,  not  because  grammar  and 
all  that  belongs  to  it,  or  with  it,  is  not  useful  or  essential  to 
the  highest  scholarship,  but  because  there  is  something  higher 
and  freer  and  more  mspiring  than  grammar.  Homer  might  as 
easily,  as  it  seems  to  us,  have  produced  his  wonderful  poems 
by  thinking  only  of  the  force  of  his  own  particles,  as  the  stu- 
dent of  Homer  learn  to  know  or  love  the  beauty  of  those  po- 
ems by  thinking  only  of  the  same  thing.  It  is  the  letter,  here 
as  elsewhere,  that  kills,  and  the  spirit,  alone,  that  gives  true  life. 
We  press  this  point,  with  something  of  reiteration  even,  be- 
cause we  regard  it  as  of  so  great  importance.  If  our  collie 
graduates  are  to  have  enthusiasm  for  classical  study — if  they 
are  to  receive,  in  their  earlier  course,  the  impulse  to  go  oa- 
ward  in  these  studies  after  their  graduation — if  the  section  of 
our  University,  of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  is  to  be  filled 
with  its  due  proportion  of  ardent  lovers  of  these  ancient  laa- 
guages-^this  higher,  (or,  if  that  word  be  objected  to,  this 
more  love-inspiring,)  part  of  the  study  tuust  be  much  more 
largely  cultivated  in  the  undergraduate  years.  Young  men 
do  not  love  the  classics,  because  they  do  not  appreciate  that 
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which  is  rich  and  beautifal  in  them.  They  do  not  appreciate 
this,  because  they  are  not,  carefully  and  earnestly,  taught  con- 
cerning it.  They  are  not  thus  taught,  because  the  established 
system  of  teaching  has  been  founded  so  largely  on  an  opposite 
theory.  In  the  case  of  English  writers,  they  know  the  language 
BO  familiarly  that  they  naturally  study  them  with  reference  to 
style  and  thought,  andj  tlius,  they  come  to  believe  in,  and  to 
be  entluisiastic  for,  Englidi  studies,  while  they  depreeiate  Lutin 
and  Greeks  and  think  them  iiseleaa  or  a  wearisome  burden. 
The  reason  of  the  opposite  feelings^  and  the  means  of  bringing 
them  to  a  greater  similarity,  are  not  difficult  of  disci>^ery* 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  force,  ae  we  have  often  thought, 
in  the  remark  of  a  fnreign  acquaintance  of  ours,  on  thts  com- 
paratiTe  merits  of  Schiller  and  Shakespeare.  He  regarded  the 
former,  he  said,  as  a  greater  poet  than  the  latter,  and,  then, 
with  great  simplicity  and  candor,  added,  "And  the  rea&oti  is, 
because  I  understand  Schiller  and  do  not  understand  Sliakes- 
peare,"  Let  us  make  our  college  -it u dents  understand  the 
beauties  of  the  Iliad  or  the  Antigone,  as  they  underatand  those 
of  the  noblest  English  poems,  and  they  will  not  be  content  to 
give  up  their  classical  reading.  But  tliey  cannot  thus  under- 
stand them,  if  they  study  only  grananiatical  rules, 

Wts  add  still  another  thing,  wliich  we  think  may  be  done  in 
the  undergraduate  course  to  create  and  increase  enthueiasm 
for  these  studies,  aud^  thus,  may  be  to  the  advanta|;e  of  that 
section  of  the  University,  of  which,  in  this  Article^  we  are 
speaking.  According  to  the  present  system,  as  it  seern^  to  oi, 
the  stndent  is  confined  too  entirely  to  thu  work  of  mere  reci- 
tation. He  translates  a  passage  of  a  few  lineft,  or  answers  cer- 
tain questions  of  hb  instructor,  and  this  is  alL  He  haa  little 
or  no  opportunity  to  ask  questions  hitnseh,  or  to  suggest  points 
of  discussion  which  may  have  interested  his  own  mind.  Only 
one  half^  therefore,  of  what  is  desirable  is  accomiilished  for 
him.  We  believe,  that  the  other  half  is  greatly  needed.  A 
young  man  in  callege^  who  knows  that,  in  the  recitation  or 
lecture-room,  he  must  be  limited  to  those  matters  which,  in 
carrying  forward  hk  own  plan^  tlie  professor  is  dwelling  upon, 
will  learn  to  prepare  himself  for  the  demands  made  upon  him, 
but  he  will  not  be  likely  to  go  beyond  the  routine  yf  these 
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things.    He  will  follow  his  teacher  and  depend  wholly  upon 
him,  without  the  independent  awakening  of  his  own  mind. 
He  will  lose  the  inward  stimnlns  which  comes  from  the  knowl- 
edge, that  every  inquiry  of  his  own  suggestion  can  present 
itself  for  discussion  and  decision.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  instructor  is  ready  to  answer  as  well  as  to  ask  questions, 
and  if  time  is  given  for  the  student  to  say  what  his  own  inves- 
tigation impels  him  to  say,  it  is  almost  beyond  question  that  he 
will  look  at  points  which  are  outside  of  any  mere  routine.    He 
will  investigate  the  diflBculties  which  he  meets.     He  will  in- 
quire into  this  and  that  topic  which,  though  not  in  the  imme- 
diate line  of  the  daily  task  set  before  him,  are  naturally  sug- 
gested by  it.     He  will  be  continually  incited  to  raise  questions 
before  his  own  mind,  and  to  try  to  answer  them,  because  he 
knows  that,  if  he  cannot  answer  them  after  such  trial,  he  will 
be  aided   by  his  instructor.     He  will   be  glad  to  learn  new 
things  connected  with  his  study,  continually,  and,  as  he  is 
learning  them,  his  love  for  the  study  will  constantly  increase. 
We  cannot  help  believing,  that,  under  such  a  system  as  this, 
five  minds  would  be  awakened  to  enthusiasm,  where  one  is,  at 
present.     And  this  is  what  we  want.     The  ends  of  education 
are  not  attained,  when  a  certain  kind  of  mental  discipline  is 
given  and  everything  besides  this  is  neglected.     The  implant- 
ation in  the  soul  of  love  for  the  study  is,  perhaps,  better  than 
all  things  else ;  such  a  love  as  will  inspire  the  student  to  con- 
tinue his  work,  in  after  years,  and  will  make  knowledge  seem 
to  be  a  thing  infinitely  to  be  desired — a  reward  compensating 
for  every   labor  and    bringing  a  most   perfect  satisfaction. 
Would  that  such  love  might  be  implanted  in  the  soul  of  every 
student!    It  would  be  worth  the  loss,  even, — if  that  were  ne- 
cessary,— of  eorae  mental  discipline.     But  it  can  be  gained,  as 
we  believe,  without  any  such  loss. 

It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  the  time  is  wanting  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  both  these  objects,  and  that  it  is  better  to  se- 
cure one  of  them  perfectly,  than  to  make  but  half-way  work 
with  both.  We  admit  that  the  time  is  very  fully  occupied 
It  is  for  this  reason  that  we  think  a  large  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  instructors,  in  the  academical  department,  is  impera- 
tively required.     The  students  need  to  bo  divided  into  smaller 
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sub-divisions,  where  there  can  be  freer  opportunity  for  all  of 
which  we  have  spoken.  But  a  beginning  can  be  made,  we 
think,  even  now.  If  even  one  exercise  in  each  week  could  be 
taken  from  the  ordinary  recitation  work  and  devoted  to  such 
discussion  or  questioning,  or  if  one-fourth  part  of  every  reci- 
tation hour  could  be  thns  employed,  the  results  would  more 
than  justify  the  outlay.  At  almost  any  sacrifice  the  results 
ought  to  be  secured. 

\Vi.'  tiiv  ijMi  I,  ere  disciissiDg  this  p^int,  or  the  others  nf  which 
mention  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the  iiiider^muu* 
ate  department,  with  reference  to  themselves  and  to  their  own 
irnportHnee.  We  have  only  in  view,  at  the  present  time,  the 
relatinu  uf  ihem  to  the  growth  of  the  higher  departnient  of 
philology  and  philosophy.  It  is  eufflcient,  tlieretbre,  to  hint 
at  whftt  is  needed,  and  to  show  what  would  be  its  bearing  mi 
the  end  to  be  desireil.  Another  time  and  place  would  be 
more  Buitablo  for  a  full  development  of  the  whole  snbjecL  We 
wonid^  only,  add  that  we  wonld  not  ©peak  exdtiaively  of  the 
classical  studies.  The  same  thing  may  be  urged,  to  a  grearer 
or  less  extent,  with  regard  to  every  branch  which  is  to  be  pnr- 
gned  in  this  higher  department  More  iTispiratioii  and  enthu 
©iasm  need  to  l>e  imparted  in  the  earlier  conr:^,  if  there  is  to 
be  any  fullness  of  growth  in  the  later  L^ourse.  The  pre [>a ra- 
tion of  this  character  must  be  made  in  the  part  of  the  Univer- 
Bity  where  the  education  begins,  in  order  that  the  part,  where 
it  is  carried  onward  toward  the  highest  coltnre,  may  be  ena- 
bled to  do  its  work  for  the  greatest  number  and  with  tlie  most 
perfect  success.  We  wiah  it  to  Ife  borne  in  mind,  also,  that  we 
would  not  demand  too  much  at  once.  The  changes,  which  are 
needed,— if  our  Tiews  are  correct,— cannot  be  made  in  a  mo- 
ment. The  full  and  satisfactory  accomplishment  of  ihem  will 
require  the  progress  of  jeare  and  a  lurge  increase  of  meani. 
A  University  cannot  grow  into  perfection  in  a  year  or  in  % 
score  of  year^  It  cannot  do  with  ten  tlionsaml  the  work 
which  requires  twenty  thousand.  It  mn^t  move  gradually, 
and  must  wait,  often,  for  opportunities  and  possibilities  m  yet 
unrealized.  No  greater  unreasonableness  can  be  manift*sted 
than  in  the  way  ot  indiscriminate  fault-finding.  Tiie  men  of 
tlie  past  generatioDB  could  not  do  what  we  cao,  and  we  cannot 
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do,  to-day,  what  may  be  an  easy  work  for  those  who  shall  oome 
after  ns.  In  our  discussion,  at  this  time,  we  are  only  endeav- 
oring to  show  where  work  is  needed  and  what  early  steps  may 
be  taken  now.  The  coming  era  has  its  peculiar  work.  Its 
dawning  is  upon  ns.  How  are  we  to  meet  it  ?  What  courses 
of  action  shall  we  enter  npon,  and  what  shall  we  try  to  do  in 
each  one  of  them  as  we  first  enter  upon  it  ? 

If  we  may  divide  the  Department  of  Philosophy  and  the 
Arts  into  two  sections,  and,  for  the  purposes  of  our  present 
thought,  call  the  section  devoted  to  general  studies,  (not  within 
the  field  of  Natural  Science),  the  Department  of  Philosophy— 
the  great  work  of  the  coming  years,  of  which  we  now  speak,  is 
the  work  of  strengthening  this  department.  It  has  had  a  name 
to  live,  thus  fer.  It  needs  to  live  in  reality.  Even  in  its  im- 
perfect etate,  it  has  accomplished  some  praiseworthy  results.  It 
needs,  with  a  more  perfect  oi^anization,  to  do  a  larger  and  bet- 
ter work.  The  university  needs  to  grow  into  completeness^  in 
this  section  of  its  Ufe.  And,  if  it  does,  it  will  accomplish  for 
American  scholarship — for  the  refinement  and  cultivation  of 
the  people — in  the  future,  more,  perhaps,  than  any  ii:ind  can 
measure  or  estimate. 

We  are  aware  that  ngainst  all  which  we  have  said  some  per- 
sons may  urge,  that  the  attempt  is  useless — that  such  high  edu- 
cation is  best  obtained  in  Europe,  and  that  students  will,  cer- 
tainly, go  there,  if  they  desire  it.  We  believe  this  to  be  troe. 
to  a  certain  extent,  and  we  believe  that  our  young  men  ought 
to  go  to  those  older  countries,  for  this  object.  But  this  reed 
not  prevent  our  doing  all  we  can  at  home.  If  the  Universities 
abroad  are  to  be  better  than  ours,  for  a  hundred  or  five  hundred 
years  to  come,  or  for  all  time  even,  there  is  still  no  reason 
why  our  own  should  not  be  made  as  good  as  possible,  in  every 
part.  The  more  a  young  man  knows  when  he  goes  to  the 
European  universities,  the  more  good  his  sojourn  there  will 
accomplish  for  him.  The  longer  he  can  study  at  home- 
within  certain  limits — the  better  it  will  be  tor  his  final  success. 
All  of  ns,  who  have  been  in  Germany,  know  how  many  Amer- 
ican students  there  lose  one  half,  or  more  than  one  half,  of  what 
they  go  thither  to  gain,  because  (»f  their  imperfect  preparation 
for  their  work.    They  have  not  made  progress  enough  at  home 
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to  know  what  they  need,  and,  mach  less,  how  to  get  it  when 
they  enter  upon  their  coarse  there.  There  is,  as  it  seems  to 
us,  therefore,  abnndant  work  for  this  department  of  oar  own 
University.  It  will  at  least  qualify  its  stndents  to  go  abroad, 
if  it  cannot  secure  them  what  can  be  given  abroad.  It  will 
do  much  to  accomplish  the  result  which  we  think  must  be 
hoped  for  in  the  future — namely,  to  keep  young  men  from 
entering  upon  the  active  work  of  life,  before  they  have  escaped 
their  immaturity.  The  restless  spirit  which  makes  us  impa- 
tient to  be  preachers  or  lawyers — to  be  "  settled,"  as  we  say, 
in  some  great  business — as  soon  as  possible  after  manhood 
commences,  must,  it  would  seem,  give  way  as  our  nation 
grows  older  and  more  populous.  When  it  does,  men  will  be 
content  to  prepare  themselves  more  thoroughly  for  their  work. 
They  will  have  a  broader  and  larger  education  than  they  are 
now  willing  to  wait  for.  The  wide-spread  want  of  confidence 
in  every  man  who  knows  anything,  in  any  department,  which 
we  see  in  our  country  now,  will  give  way  to  a  juster  estimate 
of  tilings.  Even  public  office,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  open  itself 
only  to  those  who  are,  in  some  measure,  qualified  for  it.  But 
all  this  is  not  be  secured  without  any  eflForts  or  means  for 
securing  it.  The  popular  mind  must  be  educated  through  the 
higher  education  that  is  given  to  the  more  favored  classes  at 
the  Universities.  The  better  influences  must  come  from  these 
higher  sources.  There  is,  then,  as  it  seems  to  us,  abundant 
ground  for  every  effort  to  develop  the  department  of  which 
we  speak.  It  is  a  way  in  which  we  are  to  move  onward 
towards  the  completeness  of  the  University  itself.  It  is  a  way 
in  which  we  are  to  gain  for  culture  its  true  place  in  the  national 
life.  It  is  a  way  in  which  we  are  to  give  to  many  an  ardent 
youth  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  that  can  be  bestowed  upon 
him.  It  is  a  way  in  which — if  that  result  is  ever  to  be  at- 
tained— we  are  to  put  ourselves,  at  some  future  time,  in  this 
regard,  on  a  level  with  the  European  world. 

We  have  referred,  in  these  pages,  to  this  section  of  our 
University  and  to  what  should  be  done  for  it,  not  because  we 
regard  it  as  of  more  importance  than  the  professional  and 
scientific  schools,  or  than  the  Aca  demical  department,  but  be 
cause  it  is  the  section  which,  as  yet,  is  least  perfectly  developed. 
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Elsewhere,  we  have  not  only  the  form,  but,  in  some  measure, 
the  actual  and  successful  organization  of  the  parts  of  the  com- 
plete University.  Here  we  have  the  form,  but,  as  yet,  little 
more.  The  entire  working  power  has  been  from  outside  hi  the 
section  itself,  and  the  results  have  been  very  limited.  Believ- 
ing, as  we  do,  that  the  work  of  the  coming  era  is  that  of  mak- 
ing the  institution  no  longer  a  college  with  outside  schools, 
but  a  university  composed  of  coordinate  and  co-equal  branches 
— it  becomes  us,  in  any  more  particular  discussion  of  that 
work,  to  consider,  at  the  outset,  that  branch  which  has  attained 
the  least  completeness.  If  we  are  deficient,  anywhere,  in  the 
form  of  the  University,  certainly,  one  of  earliest  works  to 
which  we  are  called  is,  to  fill  out  the  deficiency.  K  we  have, 
in  any  part,  the  form  without  the  fuUnesa  of  the  reality^  we 
should,  as  soon  as  possible,  attempt  to  reach  that  fullness.  So 
the  great  end  is  to  be  accomplished.  The  weaker  parts,  also 
— as  we  have  said  in  our  previous  Article — need  the  first 
thought  and  the  most  tender  care.  Do  not  let  us  neglect  any- 
thing, whether  it  be  weaker  or  stronger— but,  while  we  give 
thought  enough  to  that  which  is  already  moving  on  success- 
fully, let  us  bestow  especial  attention  on  that  which  needs 
helping  that  it  may  move  at  all.  This  is  the  part  of  the  wise 
general,  or  the  wise  statesman,  or  the  wise  guardian  of  any 
work,  for  the  accomplishment  of  which  the  varied  parts  must 
move  on  together  in  a  successful  way.  The  officers  of  a  uni- 
versity must  obey  the  great  general  laws  of  human  life,  if  they 
would  honorably  and  usefully  discharge  their  trust.  More- 
over this  section  is  the  one  which,  in  a  certain  sense,  seems  to 
gather  into  itself,  more  than  any  other,  the  university  spirit 
Culture  for  its  own  sake,  and  not  merely  for  its  practical  uses^ 
— culture  as  a  good  in  itself — this  is  one  of  the  mottoes  of  a 
University.  Not  to  despise — rather  to  glory  in  the  vses  of 
knowledge  and  its  beneficial  influence  on  mankind — but,  at 
the  same  time,  not  to  despise,  but  to  glory  in  knowledge 
as  the  enrichment  of  the  mai^e  own  sovl,  this  is  the  spirit  ot  the 
halls  consecrated  to  learning.  The  section  of  the  University, 
where  the  student  is  learning  only  for  learning's  sake — where 
his  studies  are,  least  of  all,  connected  with  the  practical  works 
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of  life  (except,  indeed,  the  work  of  leading  others  to  knowl- 
edge)— this  section  is  the  sanctuary,  as  it  were,  of  this  spirit, 
and  ought  to  be  guarded  with  jealous  care,  and  adorned  witli 
everything  that  is  beautiful,  by  those  who  watch  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  whole  University.  We  hope  and  believe,  that 
those  who  may  have  in  charge  the  interests  of  Tale  College 
will  not  lose  sight  of  this  great  work  of  the  coming  era.  It  Is 
one  which  rtiay  appropriately  follow,  or  connect  itself  with,  or 
even  make  a  part  of,  that  which  we  set  forth  in  the  last  num- 
ber of  the  New  Englamder^  and  without  which,  as  we  believe, 
the  glory  of  the  future  will  be  lost. 
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Article  IV.— MODERN  JUDAISM. 

What  is  Judaism  t  or  a  Few  Words  to  the  Jews.  By  Kev. 
Raphael  D'O  Lewuc.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co., 
90,  92^  and  94  Grand  street.     1870. 

Taking  up  casually  the  little  volume  that  heads  this  Article, 
our  thoughts  have  been  drawn  to  the  subject  of  God's  ancient 
people,  and  to  some  new  developments  of  modem  Judaism  that 
are  not  without  interest. 

The  Reformation,   with  its  broader  light  of  reason  and 
charity,  did  not  bring  with  it  more  liberal  and  intelligent 
views  in  respect  to  the  Jews ;  and  it  entirely  failed  to  awaken 
the  least  right  Christian  sentiment  toward  this  people,  or  to 
lead  to  a  better  treatment  of  them  ;  and  down  to  this  day  in 
Europe,  Jewish  persecution  has  continued,  more  silent  than  in 
the  middle-ages,  yet  almost  equally  great,  only  substituting 
the  written  law  for  the  violent  hand.     And  yet  it  is  a  well- 
proved  historical  fact  that  the  Jews,  in  no  age  since  their  dis- 
persion, have  been,  unless  stirred  up  by  persecution,  a  trouble- 
some people  in  the  State  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  been  an 
industrious  part  of  the  population,  minding  their  own  affairs, 
and,   from   fear  an^  policy,  scrupulously  regardful  ol  law 
They  have  often  borne  Christian  persecution  with  Christian 
patience.     Children  of  a  true  faith  but  of  a  perverted  hope, 
amid  convulsions  suflScient  to  have  annihilated  the  strongest 
national  life,  they  have  seen  vigorous  nations  die,  and  yet  have 
preserved  their  individuality  of  race  and   moral  character- 
istics ;  and,  can  we  doubt,  that  they  are  kept  for  something 
greater  and  better  ?    Intertwined  in  the  past  and  the  future 
with  the  religious  destiny  of  the  world,  is  not  the  Jew  really  a 
representative  religious  man  ?     He  was  once  recognized  to  be 
a  child  of  God  as  a  Jew  ;  and  may  he  not,  in  some  sense,  in 
the  future,  still  be  accepted  of  heaven,  and  be  right  in  the  sight 
of  God,  as  a  Jew  ?    Judaism  is  held  by  its  adherents  to  be  the 
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very  essence  and  substance  of  religion,  as  representing  the 
foundation-principle  of  belief  in  '*  the  one  only  God."  This 
is  true  in  regard  to  the  pure  religion  of  the  Jews.  Here  is  the 
substratum  on  which  true  religion  is  built.  Let  Christian  and 
Jew  dig  down  to  their  original  foundations,  and  these  will  be 
seen  to  be  composed  of  this  same  great  underlying  truth. 
The  glory  of  tlie  Jew  ia^  that  he  pre&ervedj  more  faithfully 
than  all  other  peapledj  the  original  re  relation  made  to  man  of 
the  unity  of  God*  Ernest  Renan  makes  thiij  the  theme  of  one 
of  hie  eloquent  but  fanciiul  generalizatioDs ;  and  he  thua  por- 
trays with  facile  petij  the  Semitic  character  and  religion, 
applying  this  description  especially  to  the  Hebrew  race  ; 

'^Tlieir  character  IB  religious  rathei*  than  politicalj  and  the 
mainspring  of  their  religion  is  the  conception  of  the  unity  of 
God,  Their  religfou:^  phraseology  is  simple,  and  free  from 
mythological  elements.  Their  religious  feelings  are  atrong, 
exclusive,  intolerant,  and  sustained  by  &  fervor  which  finds  ite 
peculiar  expression  in  prophetic  Yisiona.  _  Compared  to  the 
Aryan  nations,  they  are  tbmid  deficient  in  scientific  and  philo- 
sophical ingenidty.  Their  poetry  is  chiefly  snbjective  or  lyri- 
cal, and  we  look  in  vain  among  their  poets  for  excellence  in 
epic  and  dramatic  compositions.  Painting  and  the  plastic 
arts  have  never  arrived  at  a  higher  than  the  decorative  stage. 
Their  political  inability  to  organize  on  a  large  scale  has  de- 
prived  them  of  the  means  of  military  auccess.  Perhaps  the 
most  general  feature  of  their  character  is  a  negative  one— 
their  inability  to  perceive  the  general  and  the  abstract,  wheth- 
er in  thought,  language,  religion,  poetry,  or  politics ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  strong  attraction  toward  the  individual  and 
personal,  which  makes  them  monotheistic  in  religion,  lyrical  in 
poetry,  monarchical  in  politics,  abrupt  in  style,  and  useleRS  for 
speenlation*'- 

Max  Miiller  justly  criticises  this  analysis  of  Eeuan,  and 
shows  its  unsoundnesB  in  some  essential  particulars ;  and 
especially  he  proves  the  falsity  of  Kenan's  theory  that  the 
monotheistic  principle  of  the  Jew,  and  of  the  Semitic  nations 
generally,  springs  from  a  constitutional  instinct ;  he  show^ft  tlie 
absurdity  of  the  idea  that  the  Semitic  nations  who  have  been 
at  turns  worshipers  of  Elohimj  Jehovah,  Sabaotb,  Moloch, 
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Nisroch,  Rimmon,  Nebo,  Dagon,  Ashtaroth,  Baal — ^the  sua, 
moon,  planets,  and  all  the  host  of  heaven, — were  endowed 
above  other  nations,  with  a  monotheistic  instinct.  The  many 
and  frequent  lapses  of  the  Jews  into  polytheistic  worship,  are 
also  at  variance  with  this  theory.  That  mere  natural  instinct 
does  not  lead  men  to  the  belief  in  the  unity  of  God,  it  might  be 
proved  from  the  fact  that  polytheism,  or  belief  in  many  gods, 
even  if  it  do  not  and  cannot  precede  belief  in  a  God,  still  may 
precede,  and  probably  has  often  done  so,  belief  in  one  only  Q<Ki. 
And  that  mere  philosophy  does  not  lead  men  to  this  belief  in  the 
unity  of  God,  there  is  a  curious  illustration  in  the  history  of 
the  Jews  themselves,  when,  in  the  reign  of  Antiochns  Epi- 
phanes,  the  most  learned  men  among  the  Jews  and  those  most 
addicted  to  Greek  philosophy,  entered  into  a  plot  to  destroy 
the  worship  of  one  God,  and  to  introduce  pagan  rites. 

But  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  we  owe  to  the  Jew  the 
preservation  of  the  revealed  truth  of  the  One  Supreme  God, 
the  Creator  (not  only  the  architect  as  Anaxagoras  held,  but  the 
Creator)  of  the  world  and  of  men — the  Father  of  spirits — 
besides  whom  there  is  no  other  God.  This  is  assuredly  the 
root-principle  of  religion,  and  to  the  Jews  are  we  indebted  tor 
the  conservation  ol  this  precious  truth,  perceived  with  in- 
spired clearness  by  Abraham,  and  handed  down  through  the 
patriarchs  and  prophets  to  the  time  of  the  fuller  revelation  of 
the  nature  and  will  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  who  himself,  after 
the  flesh,  was  a  Jew.  This  belief  in  one  God  is  the  ground- 
work of  morality  as  well  as  of  religion  ;  since  polytheism  could 
afford  no  standard  of  right  action,  though  flashes  of  natural 
virtue  are  seen  in  all  ancient  religions ;  but  Judaism,  or  the 
pure  Judaism,  clearly  set  forth  the  solid  basis  of  the  divine 
will,  or  law,  of  God,  for  Christianity,  ethical  and  spiritual,  to 
rest  upon.  Christianity  does  not  repudiate  (we  call  upon  our 
Jewish  brethren  to  note  this)  true  Judaism,  but  rather  builds 
upon  it.  Here  is  the  moral  foundation  of  a  more  spiritual 
religion.  Christ  did  not  destroy  the  law  and  the  prophets ;  he 
confirmed  their  teachings,  leading  them  up  to  higher  develop- 
ments of  the  nature  and  law  of  God,  showing  the  true  char- 
acter of  that  law  to  be  love,  and,  as  exhibited  toward  man,  to 
be  human  redemption  from  sin.    The  law  came  by  Moses,  but 
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grace  and  truth  by  Jesus  Christ.  We  see  the  unity  and  at  the 
same  time  the  difference  of  the  two  religions.  This  grace  and 
truth  which  belong  to  Christ's  religion,  belong  to  the  individ- 
ual heart,  as  the  revelation  and  gift  of  God  through  Christ 
to  it,  whereas  Judaism,  even  as  we  see  it  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, was  more  of  a  general  and  national,  than  a  personal 
faith ;  to  be  sure  the  b^t  spirits  like  David  and  Isaiah  pierced 
through  the  theocratic  to  the  personal  truth ;  but  it  represented 
God  as  the  law-giver  of  a  nation,  and  every  Jew  as  a  member 
belonging  to  this  national  kingdom  of  Gofd,  and  claiming  its 
common  privileges  and  benefits,  rather  than  one,  who  in  and 
by  himself,  was  united  to  God  by  his  own  act  of  faith. 
Although,  there  tore,  Judaism  contained  the  germ  of  a  higher 
feitb,  yet  it  was  but  the  germ.  In  Christianity  God  is  brought 
nigh  the  heart  of  man,  and  in  his  Son  we  may  see  the  Father, 
and  come  to  Him,  and  love  Him,  whereas  in  the  Judaic  sys- 
tem God  was  abstracted  from  the  intimate  fellowship  of  man 
— a  king  ruling  in  the  loneliness  of  his  terrible  majesty,  with 
**  clouds  and  darkness  "  about  His  throne — a  being  of  holiness 
and  power,  rather  than  of  love  and  grace. 

But  we  would  speak  especially  of  the  modem  aspects  of 
this  wonderful  people  and  their  religion,  as  far  as  we  are 
acquainted  with  them.  It  were  an  invidious  task  to  show  that 
the  ancient  pure  faith  of  the  Jews,  which  the  Saviour  himself 
pronounced  to  be  a  standard  of  moral  guilelessness,  has,  as  a 
general  thing,  sunken  in  these  days  into  many  superstitious  and 
gross  errors,  being  brought  slavishly  under  the  influence  of  the 
traditional  law,  or  of  the  Talmud  and  other  Rabbinical  scrip- 
tures, which  exercise  a  minute  and  rigid  despotism  over  every 
act,  destructive  of  free  will,  and  tend  to  make  the  Jew  still 
more  of  a  bigoted  Jew  in  his  intolerance  and  isolation.  The 
Talmud,  although  an  English  writer  has  recently  expended 
great  powers  of  brilliant  scholarship  to  establish  its  claims  to 
an  original  authenticity,  and  an  almost  equal  authority  with 
the  Old  Testament,  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  most  eminent 
Hebraists,  by  its  assumptions  and  interpretations,  gone  far  to 
destroy  the  spirituality  of  the  law  of  Moses,  and  to  introduce 
the  most  puerile  and  even  vicious  beliefs  and  customs — such 


Digitieed  by  VjOOQ  iC 


628  Modem  Judaism.  [Oct., 

as  prayers  oflFered  to  saints  and  relics,  the  doctrine  of  Parga- 
tory,  the  allowance  of  usury,  the  forbidding  of  agriculture,  tlie 
repressal  of  all  sympathy  with  other  faiths  and  nations,  and 
the  inculcation  of  a  Jesuitical  dealing  with  others  than  Jews, 
that  have  greatly  corrupted  the  morality  ot  the  Jewish  charac- 
ter. Not  only  has  the  veil  been  upon  the  heart  of  congrega- 
tions where  Moses  is  read,  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  Moses  is 
not  much  read  at  all ;  and  if  he  is,  it  is  in  the  synagogues  in 
the  Hebrew  tongue,  which  language  is  a  dead  language  now 
to  multitudes  of  the  younger  Jews,  in  England  and  onr 
own  country,  who,  if  they  are  taught  to  read  Hebrew,  are 
taught  to  read  or  pronounce  merely  the  character,  without  un- 
derstanding its  meaning. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  tendency  among  some  Hebrew  com- 
munities, is  strong  towards  out  and  out  infidel  opinions, 
especially  among  the  Jews  of  Germany;  and  many  of  the 
most  learned  and  acute  opposers  of  supernatural  truth,  of  late 
years,  have  been  of  the  Jewish  race. 

But  let  us,  before  going  further,  endeavor  to  give  some  little 
idea  of  the  number  and  extent  of  the  Hebrew  race  at  the 
present  time,  and  the  countries  where  they  are  principally 
to  be  found. 

Berghaus,  in  his  "  Physical  Atlas,"  quoted  by  Max  Miiller 
gives  the  following  division  of  the  human  race  according  to 
religion : 

Baddhists, 81.2  per  cent. 

Christians, 80.7    "      " 

Mohammedans, 15.7    **      '* 

Brahminists, 18.4    "       " 

Heathens 8.7    "      " 

Jews, 0.8    '*      " 

The  number  of  Jews  who  are  now  upon  the  earth  is  com- 
monly computed  in  round  numbers  to  be  six  millions,  which  is 
somewhere  about  Berghaus's  estimate.  Of  these  the  greater 
part  are  in  the  East,  in  the  Mohammedan  portions  of  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa.  There  are  said  to  be  not  less  than  five  hun- 
dred thousand  of  Jewish  descent  under  the  name  of  "  Falash- 
as,"  in  Abyssina.  The  word  '*  Falasha "  means  "  exile-" 
This  people  still  preserve  a  kind  of  hieratic  or  sacred  language 
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used  in  their  devotions,  which  differs  from  the  native  "  Am. 
haric,"  and  wiiich  is  called  the  "Agaou,"  in  which  occur 
many  Hebrew  and  Biblical  words.  The  Jews  are  found  in 
large  numbers  in  Poland,  and  in  all  parts  of  northern  Ger- 
many, where  in  their  changed  names  and  mental  traits  they 
have  been  powerfully  assimilated  by  the  strong  German 
genius,  and  can  hardly  be  discriminated  from  the  native  Teu- 
ton, There  are  also  nearly  five  hundred  thousand  Ir^raelites  in 
Hungary^  who  have  lately  laid  claims  to  be  regarded  ai^  one  of 
the  legally  recognized  confessions;  and  there  are  Bomebundreds 
of  thousands  in  the  United  States, 

In  many  respectB  they  are  still  a  favored  people.  They  are 
intellectually  a  highly-organized  race.  Every  aeje  reproduces 
in  traits  of  mental  fineness  and  power,  the  Bezaleels,  Davids, 
Solo  mans  J  E^ras,  Gamaliels,  of  ancient  days.  In  philology, 
mathematics  and  music,  the  Jmva  have  led  the  way  in  mof^ern 
tfraes.  The  university  of  Cordova  at  its  greatest  illumination, 
wm  but  a  reflection  of  Jewish  mind  ;  and  the  literature  of 
Spaii»  is  more  highly  indebted  than  is  eonnnonly  supp*Mied  to 
Hebrew  genius.  In  philosophj  there  are  such  names  as 
Spinozaj  Moses  Mendelssohn,  and  David  Friedlander,  We 
have  only  to  mention  an  Augustus  Neander,  aa  an  instance  of 
the  deep  grasp  which  the  Hebrew  intellect  is  capable  of  in 
theology^  and  philosophy  of  history — ^a  Felix  Bartholdy 
Mendelssohn^  in  the  musical  art^ — a  Heinrich  Heine,  a  Bert- 
hold  Auerbach,  and  a  Benjamin  D 'Israeli,  in  literature — the 
Eothsehilds,  in  practical  fields  of  traffic.  In  the  productive 
arts  that  are  directed  to  the  attainment  of  wealth  (which  was 
the  original  peacofiil  oceupatfcm  of  the  Jew)  this  people  are  to 
a  proverb  unrivalled.  Under  the  most  grinding  dlBabilities 
tliey  have  overcome  competition,  and  nioney  has  flowed  into 
their  coffers ;  and  thus,  though  studiously  concealed,  their  in- 
fluenre,  through  their  i m men gely  ramified  business  resources, 
has  ever  been  considerable  in  the  affairs  of  men.  They  are 
the  princes  of  hanis  Jmmtce.  Auerbach  says:  **The  Jews, 
scattered  among  all  peoples,  have  become  coostituent  elefncnt^ 
of  the  traffic  of  tlie  world,"  The  Jew  loves  money  a&  wefl  aa 
ever;  he  is  a  money-chauger  aa  of  old;  he  incarnates  the 
H3oney*passion ;  but  it  is  intareatiiig,  almoat  amusing,  to  read 
in  the  words  of  a  Jew,  such  a  strong,  if  it  be  half  ironical, 
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assault,  upon  a  modem  phase  of  financial  wisdom  and  foim  of 
bonded  money-capital  that  now  prevails  thronghout  Christen- 
dom,— as  the  following  extract  by  the  author  last  quoted,  in- 
troduced in  one  of  those  remarakable  fictions  that  search  the 
springs  of  human  action  and  society  with  subtle  penetration, 
if  not  from  the  highest  spiritual  point  of  view : — 

**  Qoyemm«Dt  Beouritiet  ar«  to-day  the  corae  of  onr  world.  Whom  can  yoa 
lend  mUlioQs  to  ?  Nobody  bat  the  goTernment  If  there  were  no  goyerament 
seenrities,  there  would  be  no  one  who  could  lend  so  much.  Once,  nobody  coold 
lend  to  many  milUons,  for  he  ooald  not  inyest  bo  mnch ;  bat  now,  there  are  these 
•ecurities,  and  the  whole  world  is  liTiag  on  nsnry  ;  and  nsory  is  oanooicaUy  pro- 
hibited. In  old  times  the  rich  man  had  a  quantity  of  real  estate  ;  a  great  deal  of 
field  and  forest.  Then  he  was  a  dependent  on  Ood's  dear  son,  and  when  all  had 
reached  its  full  time,  and  was  ripe  for  the  haryest,  he  gave  a  tithe  to  the  Church. 
But  now,  wealth  is  laid  away  Id  fire-proof  and  burglar-proof  safes;  not  depend- 
ent on  sun,  wind,  and  weather,  not  to  be  ^een  by  the  world,  and  no  tenth  of  the 
produce  to  be  given,  and  only  a  little  premium,  in  the  shape  of  coupons,  to  be 
presented  at  the  banker's.  The  harvest  of  the  man  who  holds  government  secu- 
rities oonsists  in  cutting  coupons ;  these  are  the  sheaves  which  he  houses  in  his 
granary.  If  the  Lord  were  to  come  to  earth  to-day,  he  would  find  no  temples 
from  which  to  drive  the  traders  and  money-changers,  for  they  have  built  temples 
of  their  own.  Tes ;  the  citadel  of  Zion  to  which  the  rich  men  and  princes  flee 
for  safety  to  day,  u  the  Bank  of  England  !  What  will  be  the  fiite  of  humanity 
and  governments,  if  this  increases,  or  the  national  debt  goes  on  at  this  rate  ? 
The  whole  earth  wiU  be  one  great  hypothecation,  pawned  to  whom  ?  By  him 
who  lends  long,  but  wiU  some  day  demand  his  reckoulng.  A  general  conflagra- 
tion will  come,  against  which  no  safes  are  proof— a  new  deluge  that  shall  swamp 
millions  and  millions  of  national-debt.  I  shall  probably  live  to  see  the  failure  of 
the  Bank  of  England." 

Who  would  have  supposed  that  Christian  civilization  would 
ever  have  received  a  rebuke  like  this  on  the  subject  of  usury 
from  a  Jew  I 

Modern  Judaism  seems  to  be  principally  represented,  as  far 
as  wc  have  learned,  by  two  parties — the  regular  orthodox  Jews 
who  preserve  to  some  extent  the  traditions  and  forms  of  the 
ancient  Hebrew  worship,  though  much  under  the  corrupting 
influence  of  the  Talmud  and  Rabbinical  usages — and,  in  this 
country,  by  a  more  recently  organized  party  called  "  The  Re- 
formed School."  There  seems  to  be  among  the  orthodox 
party  (and  this  we  conceive  to  be  a  hopeful  sign)  a  strong  de- 
sire for  a  more  regular  and  efficient  religious  life,  and  a  more 
distinct  union  of  organization  among  themselves,  which  last 
idea  has  already  been  extensively  carried  out  as  far  as  their 
charitable    institutions  and  efforts    are  concerned,   but  the 
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attempt  at  union  has  heretofore  failed  through  the  jealousy  of 
ecclesiastical  organization ,  or  of  a  controlling  and  ceutralizinp: 
Church  establkbment,  since  the  spirit  of  the  Jewish  relit^on- 
ists  is  deeidedlj  iticlintsd  to  independence  in  tlieir  con|^regiition= 
a]  affairs,*  Of  late  there  has  been  considerable  activity  in  the 
Jewish  bodies,  to  secure  for  themselves  religious  iminunitifea. 
Under  the  luad  of  the  **  Ijoard  of  Delegatee  of  American 
Israelities,"  a  fi<icietj  for  tlie  protection  and  education  uf  Jews 
everywhere,  and  one  which  is  in  cooperation  with  the  "*'  Oni- 
vernal  Israelite  Alliance  "  of  Paris,  thej  are  eontefiting  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  re 
cognizing  Christianitj  as  the  religion  of  the  land,  and  are  en- 
deavoring to  seen  re  amendments  to  the  Sunday  Iaw&  *»f  the 
States,  where  suc*h  proviso  is  not  already  made,  exemipting 
from  tbeir  operation  those  who  keep  tfie  seven tli  day  as  the 
Sabbath,  and  conduct  their  business  on  the  first  daj  **  quietly 
and  not  to  pobhc  detriment/'  This  acxsiety  is  also  active  in 
the  publication  of  works  connected  with  Hebrew  literature 
and  religion  \  and  has,  we  believe,  under  its  fustering  care^ 
Maimonides  College,  which  was  opened  in  Philadelphia  in 
1867,  and  also  the  Hebrew  free  schools  in  our  larger  cities. 

The  *'  Reformed  school,"  which  is  one  of  the  latest  phases 
of  Judaism,  isj  in  tact,  a  modified  f  »rm  of  ratiunalism,  and  is 
in  strong  hostility  to  the  orthodox  party.  Iteets  forth  a  phikw 
griphical  system  of  religion,  recognising  indeed  the  existence, 
unity,  and  government  of  God,  but  having  few  religious  rites, 
and  explaining  the  old  forms  of  Hebrew  faith  in  a  ratif>nal- 
istic  manner. 

The  general  tone,  religious  and  ethical,  of  the  '^  Reformed 
school "  party  in  this  country,  may  be  gathered  froui  the  fol* 
lowing  extract  of  a  letter  written  by  Rabbi  Wise  of  Cincin- 
nati, setting  forth  the  principles  of  the  Rabbinical  Conference 
held  in  Philadelphia  in  1869  :t 

*■  The  pfiucipJ<w  whicli  the  Cdnfereaee  authorttaUvely  declared,  werf  prwitdlj 
the  Bame  which  for  tbti  Ifist  tweni j  yoara  were?  AdTaneed,  expounded,  and  defend* 
#d  by  *n  liberal  larafilitea  in  AmtricA  and  Europe*  That  the  I«mwOt«  of  tli© 
mnetefiith  century  expcets  notto  return  to  Pftlestitie,  and  con&trtict  a  new  goTerii* 
meot  under  a  Metiemb,  Prince  of  the  hoa^e  of  Dftvid,  i]nc«  the  HOTer<?ignty  of  free^ 

*  Appleton'fl  Anoual  Cydopffidia.     lSfl9.  f  JMl 
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dom  and  th«  sopreomay  of  jattto«  are  tb«  realication  of  the  soUime  ideals  eon- 
Dectdd  with  the  Meesiaoio  doctrine  of  the  fitthers ;  that  the  dispersion  of  Israel 
was  not  a  punishment,  divine  retribution  being  threatened  only  to  the  third  and 
fourth  generation,  for  it  was  the  object  of  Providence  that  the  children  of  Israel 
carry  the  pure  word  of  Qod  to  all  climes  and  peoples :  that  it  \%  not  a  people 
whose  redemption  and  salvation  the  Lord  has  ordained — it  is  the  whole  haman 
family  which  is  to  be  saved  and  united  by  the  instrumentality  of  God's  chosen 
people ;  that  it  is  not  the  resurrection  of  the  human  body  in  which  our  hopes 
centre — ^it  is  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  God's  grace  and  justice  to  His 
image,  which  is  our  work  and  salvation ;  that,  although  it  is  our  duty  to  main 
tain  the  Hebrew  language,  in  which  the  divine  treasures  were  intrusted  to  oor 
care,  nevertheless,  many  Israelites  not  being  suffidently  conversant  with  the  holy 
tongue,  it  is  necessary  that  the  vernacular  be  introduced  in  the  synagogoes  as 
much  as  possible. 

**  The  resolutions  were  chiefly  limited  to  the  laws  of  marriage  and  divoree, 
some  of  which  had  come  in  conflict  with  the  n.odeni  laws  of  civilised  natioDs 
These  resolutions  were  based  on  the  principle  that  it  is  every  Israelite's  religious 
duty  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  land ;  that  the  synagogue  therefore  acknowledges, 
no  marriage  lawful  which  has  not  the  sanction  of  the  law  of  the  land ;  that  i* 
acknowledges  the  verdict  of  the  public  law  in  case  of  divoree  ss  final  and  bind- 
ing, and  abolishes  the  ancient  rabbinical  form  of  divorce ;  that  it  concedes  aU 
laws,  concerning  the  deceased  brother's  wife  and  ooncemingthe  sons  of  Aaron,  ss 
binding  no  longer.  But  that  in  all  cases  of  marriage  or  divorce,  in  State  or  Ter- 
ritory not  having  reached  the  height  of  Biblical  morals,  the  synagogue  roust  ad- 
here to  the  moral  laws  of  the  Bible,  and  the  rabbis,  before  solemniiing  the  mar- 
riage of  a  divorced  party,  must  investigate  into  the  causes  on  which  the  divoree 
was  granted,  and  none  must  solemnise  a  marriage  contrary  to  the  proviaions  of 
the  Bible.  Man  and  woman,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Scriptures,  are  perfeetly 
equal  before  God.  Therefore,  in  the  covenant  of  matrimony,  husband  and  wile 
have  equal  duties,  claims,  rights,  and  privileges,  which  are  to  be  synUxdically  et- 
pressed  by  the  exchange  of  rings,  and  the  propw  formula  of  marriage.  Although 
this  is  in  advance  of  the  laws  of  many  countries,  nevertheless  it  is  in  the  spirit  fd 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  binding  upon  all  Israelites. 

"  In  regard  to  circumcision,  it  was  declared  as  being  an  acknowledged  law  in 
Israel  that  the  offspring  of  a  Jewish  mother  is  by  virtue  of  its  birth,  one  of  Israel, 
with  or  without  circumcision.  In  all  these  matters  the  oooference  only  dodared 
authoritatively  that  which  was  acknowledged  by  all  American  Israalites,  and 
again  has  the  only  merit  of  giriug  it  authority." 

Those  who  hold  to  this  "  Reformed  "  system,  of  which  our 
author  seems  to  be  an  exponent  (we  now  quote  his  words),  de- 
clare, that  "  the  religious  idea  is  capable  of  living  without  its 
material  covering ;  and  in  regard  to  the  Jewish  ceremonial 
laws  and  statutes,  as  soon  as  Reason  has  decided  that  the 
time  for  the  observance  of  them  has  passed,  then  the  con- 
tinuance ot  them  is  but  a  violation  of  those  eternal  principles 
which  constitute  pure  Judaism."    They  assert  that  "  Sacrifice 
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is  dead ;  that  the  Jewish  nationality  as  a  separate  political 
organization  is  overthrown  ;  that  the  belief  in  the  restoration  of 
Israel  to  the  land  of  their  fathers,  and  that  the  Bedeemer  will 
come  to  ^on,  is  an  exploded  theory.''  But  even  this  body  of 
the  rationalistic  Jews,  still  retain,  in  their  worship,  some  of  the 
peculiar  features  of  the  old  Jewish  ritual.  They  observe  the 
Holy  Seasons,  which  are  the  Sabbath,  and  the  Three  Festivals, 
Passover,  Pentecost,  and  the  Tabernacles ;  and  the  ceremonies 
of  the  Two  Great  Holy  Days,  New  Year  and  the  Day  of 
Atonement.  Yet  having  emancipated  themselves  from  the 
peculiar  Jewish  idea  of  exclusive  nationality  and  of  the  literal 
restoration,  they  have  become  American  citizens  with  a  home 
feeling,  have  bought  land,  and  built  houses  and  "  temples,"  as 
if  for  a  permanent  habitation.  They  seem,  indeed,  in  some  re- 
spects, in  their  freedom  from  superstition  at  least,  though  they 
are  more  highly  educated,  and  more  sceptical,  to  resemble  the 
section  of  the  Karaite  Jews  in  the  East,  who  reject  the  glosses 
and  puerilities  of  the  Talmud,  who  are  more  rational  and  sim- 
ple in  their  faith,  and  who  hold  to  the  Old  Testament  as  the  only 
infallible  law  and  testimony.  Missionaries  who  labor  among 
the  Jews  in  Turkey  and  Asia,  find  many  who  recognize  and 
love  the  high  spirituality  of  the  law  of  Moses,  and  who  would 
gladly  accept  Uie  fulfilment  of  it  in  Christianity,  but  who  are 
staggered  at  the  fact  of  the  Messiah  who  has  come. 

The  political  condition  of  the  Jews  at  the  present  day  is 
brighter  than  in  any  age  since  the  destruction  of  their  own  king- 
dom. Even  in  Mohammedan  Europe  and  Asia,  they  ai'e  be- 
ginning to  be  allowed  to  share  in  the  respect  and  even  authority 
of  the  government ;  for  in  Constantinople  and  Damascus,  Jews 
have  been  selected  as  members  of  the  higher  councils  and  tri- 
bunals. In  some  of  the  kingdoms  of  Germany — where,  in  mark- 
ed contrast  to  German  enlightened  sentiments  in  other  re- 
spects, they  have  been  exceptionally  ill-used — even  there  the 
political  disabilities  and  taxations  under  which  they  have  labor- 
ed have  mostly  been  removed  by  the  new  State  Constitutions. 
The  state  of  the  Israelites  in  the  Danubian  principalities  is  also 
mitigated  through  the  intervention  of  other  European  govern- 
ments, although  intense  bitterness  still  exists  against  the  Jew  in 
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Roumania.*  In  Servia  they  have  better  prospects  nnder  the 
new  regime  of  liberty  ;  and  even  in  Spain  the  establishment  of 
religioufl  liberty  has  raised  the  Jew  from  his  abjectness,  and  we 
hear  of  efforts  making  to  build  a  synagogue  in  Madrid.  In 
England  the  comparatively  recent  "  Jew-Bill"  admits  Jews  to 
equal  political  rights  and  priviliges  with  Christians ;  but  in  this 
country  alone  the  Jew  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  a  subject  of 
civil  persecution.  Here  "  Israel  dwells  safely."  And,  the  world 
over,  the  intelligent  ask  themselves — why  despise  men  for  their 
belief  more  than  for  their  features  and  language?  Is  not 
Christian  revenge,  love  ?  Did  not  Christ  pray  for  his  murder- 
ers' forgiveness  ?  And  why,  socially  or  otherwise,  oppress  a 
people,  through  whom  we,  as  Christians,  possess  the  word  of 
God — "  for  salvation  is  of  the  Jews?  "  The  prejudice  of  the 
Christian  toward  the  Jew  has  done  much  to  make  the  Jew  hate 
the  Christian.  There  is  a  peculiar  malignancy  in  religious 
hatred — because  it  is  the  sweetest  thing  turned  bitterest,  the 
best  worst,  the  divine  devilish.  When  will  it  be  that  evai 
Christians  shall  love  one  another,  and  those  of  the  same  house- 
hold shall  strive  to  discover  in  what  they  agree,  and  not  in  what 
they  differ  ?  Those  who  differ  the  least  sometimes  hate  each 
uther  the  worst.  The  old  strife  ot  Jew  and  Christian,  of  Roman 
Catholic  and  Prot.estant,  is  often  outdone  by  the  mutual  con- 
tempt and  jealousy  of  Christian  sects  living  side  by  vside. 

The  spiritual  future  of  the  world  and  of  Christianity  seems 
to  be  in  some  significant  sense  linked  in  with  the  tuture  spiri- 
tual condition  of  this  heretofore  despised  race  of  Israel ;  although 
our  friends  of  the  "  Reformed  School "  rationalize  away  even 
this  truth,  that  is  burned  into  the  consciousness  of  those  who 
hold  to  the  inspiration  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  Scrip- 
tures. Greater  developments  of  Christian  truth  to  the  world, 
await  in  some  unknown  way,  and  in  connection  with  other 
future  things,  the  renovation  of  the  ancient  people  of  God ;  for 
if  the  fall  of  them  be  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the  dimin- 
ishing of  them  (through  their  rejection  of  Christ),  the  riches  of 
the  Gentiles,  how  much  more  their  fulness  (through  their  free 
acceptance  of  the  full  mercies  of  Christ).     "  If  the  casting 

*  Appleton's  Aimiial  Cyclopedia  1S69. 
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away  of  them  be  the  reconciling  of  the  world,  what  shall  the 
recovery  of  them  be  but  life  from  the  dead." 

While  holding  to  the  yet  unfolded  richness  of  prophecy  in 
regard  to  the  Jews,  we  confess  ourselves  to  be  at  one  with  the 
*'  Reformed  School,"  in  regard  to  the  literal  restoration.  We 
hold  to  the  old  theological  maxim  ^'propfieticanonargumen' 
tiva;  and  we  do  not  believe  in  drawing  positive  arguments, 
building  up  solid  theories,  upon  the  vague  though  inspired 
and  true  language  of  prophecy.  The  prophetic  passages  of 
the  Old  Testament,  in  reference  to  the  restoration  of  the  Jews, 
may  have  had,  we  also  think,  long  ago  their  literal  fulfilment ; 
each  prophecy  may  have  been  fulfilled  in  the  several  actual 
restorations  of  the  Jews  to  their  own  land,  to  dwell  there  for  long 
periods  in  greater  peace  and  glory,  after  the  several  captivities 
and  dispersions  of  old  time.  Nevertheless,  although  this  seems, 
to  our  own  mind,  to  settle  the  question,  yet  we  do  also  look 
forward  for  something  greater  to  come  ;  we  believe  that  every 
one  of  these  prophecies  contains  a  spiritual  promise  not  yet 
iiilfilled,  or  fully  so.  Prophecy  comprehends  both  a  literal 
typical  fact,  and  a  more  hidden  and  undefined  spiritual  truth. 
While  a  literal  event  was  predicted  and  was,  perhaps,  fulfilled, 
the  language  is  not  exhausted  ;  but  it  is  the  seed  of  a  profound 
truth  that  shall  slowly  develop  itself  with  the  progress  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  perhaps,  not  altogether  in  time,  for  it  belongs  not 
so  much  to  time  as  to  eternity. 

The  prophecies  in  regard  to  the  restoration,  were  they  taken 
literally  as  applying  to  the  future  building  up  of  the  earthly 
Jerusalem,  would  be  truly  a  lame  conclusion.  Insignificant 
would  be  the  fulfillment  of  the  pregnant  words  of  Isaiah  and 
Ezekiel,  if  they  should  end  in  the  exodus  of  a  few  millions  of 
modem  Jews  to  the  land  f»f  Palestine,  and  in  their  settling 
down  there  to  be  farmers,  traders  and  vine-dressers  I 

This  literal  restoration  would  likewise  involve  a  rehabilita- 
tion of  the  Hebrew  ceremonial  law,  a  renewal  of  the  weari 
some  system  of  sacrifices  and  all  the  forms  of  the  ancient  tem- 
ple worship.  But  this  is  positively  done  away  in  the  very 
terms  of  the  new  dispensation  of  Christ,  whose  God  and  Father 
is  worshiped,  not  merely  at  Jerusalem,  but  everywhere. 

The  physical  argument  even  is  against  this  view.     When  we 
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once  saw  a  Syrian  peasant  ploughing  on  Mt  Sion,  it  certainly 
did  not  look  like  the  literal  rebuilding  of  the  walls  of  Sion. 
Jerusalem  is  badly  situated  for  a  great  modem  city.  It  has  no 
water  to  depend  upon  but  the  rain  of  heaven.  The  flinty 
mountains  that  surround  it  must  be  leveled  to  make  a  free 
communication  to  it  from  any  quarter.  It  has  a  barren,  vol- 
canic region  immediately  about  it,  the  Dead  Sea  within  sight 
of  it,  and  the  Arabian  desert  stretching  east  and  south  of  it. 
It  will  never  be  a  large  city  again,  unless  GK>d  has  decreed  it, 
and  will  turn,  not  figuratively  but  absolutely,  the  rocks  into 
springs  of  water  and  the  desert  into  a  garden.  But  we  need 
not  be  prised  to  such  conclusions.  Doubtless  many  things 
cluster  about  this  spot.  Jerusalem  is  the  center  of  the  earth  in 
its  high  associations,  and  will  always  be  so.  With  multitudes 
of  other  pilgrims  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  the  writer  of  this 
walked  with  bare  and  bowed  head,  and  emotions  not  to  be  de- 
scribed, within  its  gate.  He  yields  to  none  in  feelings  of  rever- 
rence  toward  the  soil  once  trodden  by  the  sacred  feet  of  Jesus. 
Without  donbt,  great  numbers  of  Jews  will  return  to  the  Holy 
Land,  as  great  numbers  have  already  done  (and  a  most  interest- 
ing class  of  Jews  are  some  of  those  now  dwelling  in  Jerusalem, 
for  they  are  the  enthusiasts  of  their  faith,  who  go  there  to 
to  count  the  stones,  to  read  the  law  in  the  shadow  of  the  holy 
mount,  to  mingle  their  dust  with  the  holy  soil),  who  will  carry 
with  them  great  wealth  and  the  means  of  restoring  the  fertility 
of  the  land,  and  of  rebuilding  the  old  cities ;  but  even  accord- 
ing to  the  prophecy,  something  greater  is  to  came  them  wets 
ever  in  the  past ;  the  prophecy  looks  to  a  greater  consummar 
tion  than  any  material  prosperity,  or  any  moral  development 
that  has  yet  taken  place,  viz :  to  the  restoration  of  a  spiritural 
theocracy,  the  establishment  of  a  universal  kingdom  in  the  hearts 
of  men,  and  in  every  individual  heart  that  is  a  subject  of  it,  of 
which  the  Hebrew  theocracy  was  a  type ;  and  here  the  nation- 
al or  the  governmental,  form  which  the  old  Hebrew  faith  assum- 
ed, becomes  again  highly  significant  and  pregnant  with  mean- 
ing. This  long-obscured,  long-buried  seed  of  the  ancient  Abra- 
hamic  and  Hebraic  faith  in  a  true  kingdom  of  God,  in  the 
real  reign  of  God  on  the  earth,  will  sometime  burst  forth  into 
universal  beauty  and  bloom,  and  fiU  the  whole  world  with  its 
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heavenly  fruitage.  Into  this  universal  kingdom  of  righteous- 
ness and  peace,  of  reason,  Ught,  and  love,  of  which  God  him- 
self is  the  prime  head, — in  this  united  brotherhood  of  man  in 
the  one  great  family  of  God — ^the  seed  of  Abraham,  the  true 
"  children  of  the  kingdom,"  whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  shall  be 
gathered.  "  I  will  call  that  which  was  not  my  people,  my  peo- 
ple, and  she  who  was  not  beloved,  beloved."  Gathered  in  one 
In  Clirisr,  thoj  t^iuill  *  rejuiee  together  in  tlie  heightj^  ul  Zion  ;'* 
and  we  cannot  doubt  bnt  that  the  Jew,  with  his  tenacity  of 
purpose,  indnetry,  genius  and  skill,  and  his  wonderfnl  devo- 
tion to  the  religious  idea,  will  have  an  important  part  in  the 
final  upbuilding  and  beautifying  of  this  new  kingdom  and  city 
of  God.  At  home  in  all  nations  and  all  the  worlds  repreftent- 
ing  a  nni verbal  principle,  he  may  become  the  leaven  that 
Bhall  quickly  leaven  the  whole. 

We  would  deeire  to  say  to  our  Jewish  brethren,  do  not  yield 
up  your  birthright  in  the  promises,  and  hold  fast  to  thi*  grand 
truth  wliich  you  have  taught  the  nations,  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  of  the  real  and  universal  reign  of  God  on  earth*  Strive 
to  be  yourselves  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  for  those  who  would  slmre  in  this  outward  and  realized 
kingdom  of  God  must  be  its  subjects  inwardly  and  in  spirit* 
Be  wiling  to  candidly  examine  the  Scriptures  of  the  New 
Testainent,  and  see  what  there  is  in  them  of  rich  development 
and  fnlflllment  of  promises  made  to  the  fathers,  and  of  spiritual 
blessings  yet  in  store  for  the  children*  Think  whether  those 
things  which  you  aim  at\er,  knowledge,  true  science,  the  reign  of 
reason  and  the  overthrow  of  superstition,  the  triumph  of  the 
universal  principle,  and  of  living  for  the  nniversal  good,  the  uni- 
ty of  humanity  in  the  recognised  unity  of  God,  the  freeing  of  the 
race  so  that  it  may  walk  on  the  high  planes  of  reason,  rigbte- 
ouBuess  and  light,  have  not  been  attained,  or  are  not  being  ap- 
proximatdy  attiiined,  far  better  and  surer,  through  the  silent 
agency  of  true  Christianity — the  gentle  but  powerful  forces  of  its 
teaching  and  spirit — the  euthusiam  of  its  humanity — the  large- 
ness of  its  reason — the  energy  of  its  self-sacrificing  goodness*- 
the  divine  power  of  its  love — the  perfect  union  of  its  human 
and  divine  elements, — than  by  any  other  known  system,  or  by 
any  philosophic  system  yet  invented,  or  to  be  invented  (  Inrais- 
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ing  the  one  great  temple  of  God,  into  which  you  would  bring 
the  whole  human  race  in  unity,  freedom,  virtue  and  light, 
refuse  not  the  true  *' corner-stone." 

Neander,  whose  spirit  is  now  with  that  Lord  whom  like  the 
beloved  disciple  he  so  much  loved,  and  to  whom  he  came  from 
Philo  and  Plato  as  a  child  runs  from  its  teacher's  to  its  mother's 
arms,  has  set  a  bright  example  to  his  Jewish  kinsmen  in  the 
flesh,  th6  world  over,  of  the  glorious  purity,  humility,  elevation 
and  new  power  of  the  mind  into  which  Christianity  in  all  its  full- 
ness and  life,  has  been  received  in  the  spirit  of  a  little  child. 
We  quote  his  words,  which  since  his  death,  have  acquired  new- 
force  and  solemnity,  and  which,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  are  the 
words  of  a  Jew : — '*  Through  strifes  and  storms,  the  Holy  Spirit 
— the  Holy  Spirit  going  out  from  faith  in  Christy  who  !oas 
crucified  for  the  sins  of  men^  who  truly  rose  from  the  dead 
and  ascended  to  heaven— the  Holy  Spirit  that  has  proved  itself 
the  same  since  the  first  Christian  Pentecost,  at  all  times,  among 
all  people,  learned  or  unlearned — the  Holy  Spirit  is  preparing 
a  new  creation  in  the  Church  of  God/' 
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v.— THE  RESOURCES   OF   THE  CHURCH  AGAINST 
RATIONALISM. 

Thk  universal  Church  is  stirred  to  its  depths  by  the  inroads 
of  Rationalism.  Germany,  having  recovered  in  great  part  her 
clergy  from  the  tone  of  skeptical  criticism,  now  finds  that  her 
people  have  too  well  learned  the  lessons  of  their  early  apos- 
tacy  to  be  willing  to  hear  a  Gospel  of  myths.  France  has 
called  forth  her  ablest  champions  in  both  Protestant  and  Ro- 
man Catholic  literature,  to  contest  the  influence  of  Comte  and 
Renan.  Italy  finds  herself  liberated  from  Jesuitism  only  to 
be  overrun  with  Infidelity.  England  has  contended  with 
pamphlets,  lectures,  reviews,  Bishops'  charges  and  Church 
courts  against  Rationalism  in  Church  and  University.  And 
in  the  United  States,  the  College,  the  Lyceum,  the  Pnlpit  and 
the  Press,  have  been  enlisted  vigorously  upon  either  side  of 
this  new  controversy  of  Christianity  with  Unbelief.  One  good 
promised  by  the  unaccomplished  Ecumenical  Council  at  New 
York  was,  a  survey  of  the  whole  field  of  this  discussion  through 
the  reports  of  competent  observers  from  every  part  of  Christ- 
endom ;  and  it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  the  facts  and  in- 
ferences upon  the  Rationalistic  controversy  which  have  been 
gathered  with  such  pains-taking  ability,  will  be  given  to  the 
public  without  waiting  for  a  meeting  of  the  Alliance  in  the 
now  doubtful  and  perhaps  distant  futnre. 

In  advance,  however,  of  these  materials  for  a  detailed  re- 
view of  this  controversy,  we  may  glance  at  the  principles  in- 
volved in  it,  and  the  methods  by  which  it  has  been  conducted, 
with  a  view  to  revise  the  errors  of  some  and  to  fortily  the  faith 
of  others.  In  some  quarters  the  mistake  has  been  made  of 
meeting  the  spirit  of  Rationalism  with  a  more  intensified  Ec- 
clesiasticism  or  a  more  extreme  Ritualism.  We  do  the  Pope 
the  credit  of  believing  that  in  so  much  of  the  Syllabus,  now 
made  dogmatic,  as  had  respect  to  the  prevalence  of  unbelief, 
he  devoutly  thought  that  the  evils  of  skepticism  grow  out  of 
liberty  of  conscience,  and  must  be  checked  by  a  revival  of  ec- 
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clesiastical  antbority  and  discipline.  Many  an  earnest  Angli- 
can has  the  same  conviction,  while  differing  as  to  the  seat  of 
ecclesiastical  conti'ol ;  and  so  sincere  and  intelligent  a  pastor  as 
Dr.  Morgan  Dix,  of  New  York,  though  he  openly  avows  his 
distaste  for  "  extremes  in  ritualism,"  and  refuses  "  to  be  identi- 
fied with  anything  inconsistent  with  tlie  system  of  the  Bible 
as  his  Church  has  received  it,"  nevertheless  regards  the  exer- 
cise of  private  judgment  in  the  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures 
as  the  source  alike  of  sectarianism  and  of  skepticism,  and 
would  remedy  these  evils  by  a  true  Church  authority.* 

Others  again  have  sought  to  oppose  Rationalism  by  the 
moral  force  of  Christian  union  in  testimony  and  in  action. 
The  Evangelical  Alliance  and  the  Pan-Anglican  Council,  are 
examples  of  this ;  and  no  doubt  the  tendency  toward  Pan- 
Presbyterianism  has  been  greatly  stimulated  by  the  desire  to 
unite  the  Church  against  her  foes.  But  a  union  within  the 
pale  of  Ecclesiasticism  and  upon  m  ecclesiastical  basis,  tends 
to  intensify  the  spirit  of  sectarian  aggrandizement  at  the  ex- 
pense of  moral  union  and  cooperation  with  the  whole  body  of 
Christ.  This  is  already  foreshadowed  in  the  action  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  withdrawing  its  support  from  the  Ameri- 
can Board,  and  for  no  fault  or  change  in  the  Board  iaelf,  ter- 
minating the  cooperation  of  more  than  fifty  years.  Neither 
Pan-Anglicanism,  nor  Pan-Presbyterianism,  nor  Pan-Evan- 
gelicism  can  bring  out  tully  and  fairly  the  resources  of  the 
Church  against  the  unbelief  of  the  times.  Those  resources 
lie  in  other  directions,  and  call  for  recognition  and  use, 
rather  than  for  development  through  organization.  A  study 
of  the  facts  in  the  case  in  the  light  of  Biblical  principles  and 
precedents,  will  show  that  however  new  phases  of  unbelief 
may  awaken  the  sense  of  danger,  they  should  excite  no  dis- 
trust of  the  strength  of  the  Faith  or  of  its  final  victory. 

The  present  are  simply  new  phases  of  the  spirit  of  unbelief, 
so  often  vanquished  under  other  forms.  When  Paul  began  to 
preach  Christ  he  encountered  this  same  spirit  in  the  Ritualism 
of  the  Pharisees  and  the  Rationalism  of  the  Saddncees  ;  and 

*See  Dr.  Diz's  letter  of  Se  >t.  2,  1870,  on  the  St  Sacrament  Mianon,  and  hit 
Sermon  on  Christian  Union  preached  in  the  Broadway  Tabemade  Ohorch,  March 
18th,  1864. 
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standing  thus  between  Ecclesiastical  Authority  and  Tradition 
on  the  one  hand,  and  a  Rationalizing  Skepticism  on  the  other, 
he  took  his  position  in  the  right  use  of  Eeason  and  the  just 
authority  of  the  Scriptures ;  and  when  prejudice  and  unbelief 
barred  the  synagogues  against  him,  he  obtained  the  use  of  the 
school  of  a  Pagan  philosopher,  and  taking  his  followers  with 
him— openly  separating  from  the  Jewish  communion — ^he  there 
disputed  daily  with  whoever  came  to  inquire  or  discuss,  wheth- 
er Greek  or  Jew.  Here  is  a  very  plain  case  of  Apostolic  pro- 
cedure in  dealing  with  unbelief,  under  the  forms  of  an  intel- 
lectual or  a  prejudiced  opposition  te  the  gospel.  Not  assertion 
but  argument,  not  dogmatism  but  reasoning  from  the  Scrip- 
tures, was  the  weapon  that  Paul  used  against  the  religious  per 
versity  and  skepticism  of  his  age. 

In  dealing  with  the  skepticism  of  the  present  age,  the  Church 
of  Christ  should  adhere  closely  to  this  Apostolic  precedent; 
and  when  from  this  point  of  view  we  shall  have  estimated 
what  Kesources  are  at  our  command,  and  what  Power  is  lodged 
with  the  body  of  Christ,  for  the  conflict  with  modern  national- 
ism, it  will  appear  that  so  far  from  being  appalled  at  the  al- 
ledged  advance  of  infidelity,  or  disheartened  by  any  seeming 
advantages  of  its  later  positions,  we  have  grounds  for  the 
highest  confidence  in  the  astual  resources  of  Christianity,  and 
in  the  general  unity  and  power  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  in 
wielding  those  resources. 

We  are  far  from  conceding  that  the  present  age  may  be  fitly 
characterized  as  the  age  of  Infidelity.  As  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  18th  century,  the  era  of  Frederic 
the  Great  and  of  the  French  Revolution,  of  Rousseau  and 
Voltaire  in  France,  of  Lessing  and  Kant  in  Gterraany,  of  Gib- 
son and  Hume  in  Britain,  of  Priestley  and  Paine  in  America, 
an  era  in  which  skepticism  ruled  in  literature,  in  philosophy 
and  in  politics,  and  over-ran  the  civilized  world  like  an  epi- 
demic— an  age  in  which  power,  genius,  and  fashion  were  openly 
arrayed  against  Christianity,  when  college  students  adopted 
the  names  of  leading  French  infidels,*  and  the  lips  of  the  masses 

*  Most  of  the  daas  before  me  in  Yale  College  were  infidels,  and  called  each 
other  Voltaire,  Rousseau,  I^Alembert,  Ac. — ^Dr.  Lyman  Beeeher;  Autobiogra- 
phy, toI  l,p.48. 
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derided  the  name  of  Jesns  in  ribaldry  and  song, — ^as  oompared 
with  a  period  now  marked  as  *'  the  skeptical  era  of  modern 
history,"  this  19th  century  is  not  infidel  but  Christian.  For 
what  is  a  Strauss,  a  Colenso,  a  Renan,  to  a  system  that  has 
outlived  and  outgrown  the  hostilities  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury? 

So  far  gone  was  Germany  toward  Atheism,  that  when  the 
devout  and  eloquent  Schleiermacher  preached  his  moderate 
evangelicism,  it  was  wittily  said  that  he  had  once  more  intro- 
duced the  Almighty  into  good  society  in  Berlin. 

Granting  all  that  can  be  fairly  claimed  for  the  influence  of 
Rationalism  upon  our  literature,  our  theology,  and  the  tone  of 
our  society,  yet  the  moral  characteristics  of  our  age  are  not  in- 
fidel, but  Christian; — Christian  philanthropy  and  reform; 
Christian  revivals  and  Christian  missions;  the  growth  of  Obrist- 
ian  sentiment  in  jurisprudence,  in  politics  and  in  international 
law.  Beyond  almost  any  previous  age  is  this  marked  by  the 
predominance  of  a  practical  Christianity,  and  by  the  res- 
pectful consideration  shown  to  Christianity  both  in  the 
public  and  in  the  private  walks  of  life.  It  were  unjust  to  his- 
tory, it  were  unfair  to  truth,  it  were  ungiateful  to  God,  should 
Christians  assume  a  despairing  tone,  as  if  infidelity  were  in 
possession  of  the  field  of  thought,  and  they  had  nothing  to  op- 
pose to  it  but  a  lew  scattered  and  enfeebled  divisions,  that  sus- 
pect one  another's  loyalty,  and  acknowledge  no  common  head. 
Freethinking  and  Infidelity  have  ceased  to  be  a  terror  to  men 
who  comprehend  the  Gospel  and  their  age.  If  Infidelity  still 
lives,  Christianity  is  yet  more  alive ;  and  at  no  period  since  the 
second  century  has  the  Church  of  Christ  had  a  greater  strength 
and  union  of  resources  against  tlie  common  foe.  The  more  we 
are  made  conscious  of  this,  the  more  shall  we  realize  the  priv- 
ilege and  the  power  committed  to  the  church  of  the  living 
God. 

The  very  activity  of  skepticism  under  its  new  phaee,  is  a 
concession  to  the  vital  power  of  Christianity.  The  old  sneer- 
ing, scoffing  Infidelity,  that  spit  upon  the  Bible,  that  threw  it 
into  the  fire,  or  used  its  leaves  for  lighting  pipes,  that  made 
the  name  of  Jesus  and  the  virgin  Mary  the  theme  of  ribald 
jests,  has  disappeared  from  civilized  society.     The  decent  garb 
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and  Btndied  speech  of  modern  Rationalism,  its  garb  of  science, 
of  criticism,  of  morality,  are  an  admission  that  Christianity 
most  be  assailed  with  other  weapons  than  those  it  has  already 
vanquished. 

nationalism,  instead  of  denouncing  Christianity  as  an  im- 
posture, would  rather  extol  it  as  a  development  of  the  religious 
genius  of  mankind, — disfigured  it  may  be  by  legends  of  the 
supernatural,  and  now  antiquated  by  science,  yet  venerable  as 
both  a  reforming  and  a  conservative  power  in  history,  and 
still  to  be  admired  for  its  morality.*  For  the  essence  of  Ration- 
alism does  not  lie  in  denying  altogether  the  genuineness  of  the 
Bible,  nor  in  repudiating  its  moral  teachings,  but  in  discarding 
the  supernatural,  whether  in  miracles  or  inspiration,  and  in 
making  human  Reason  the  ultimate  test,  the  absolute  cri- 
terion of  truth.  It  would  wrest  from  the  Bible  the  excellences 
which  are  the  admitted  source  of  its  power,  and  appropriate 
these  to  another  authorship ;  it  would  steal  h*om  Heaven  the 
stereotype  plates  of  the  book  of  Truth,  and  retaining  their 
general  form,  bring  out  a  revised  edition,  with  the  nau.e  of 
Reason  on  the  title  page  for  the  name  of  God. 

Now  the  form  of  this  new  skepticism,  and  its  activity,  in- 
stead of  marking  the  progress  of  Infidelity,  are  a  concession 
to  the  power  of  Christianity.  A  theory  in  physical  science 
once  exploded  by  evidence,  dies,  and  cannot  be  resuscitated. 
Bat  after  all  the  assaults  of  Infidelity  and  its  boasted  conquests, 
the  Bible  still  lives  and  must  still  be  met,  for  it  is  still  a  power, 
and  so  great  a  power  that  it  must  be  respected  even  in  the  act 
of  assailing  it. 

In  enumerating  the  resources  of  the  Church  for  this  conflict, 
we  place  first  the  j^ower  she  has  through  the  recovery  for  mod- 
ern times,  of  the  Apostolic  principle,  that  right  Reason  and 
Revelation  are  in  accord  one  wit!i  another.  By  this  principle 
we  meet  the  Rationalist  upon  his  own  ground.  We  do  not 
put  down  his  reasonings  by  dogmatism,  nor  insist  that  he  shall 
submit  his  convictions  of  truth  to  be  revised  by  the  j  udgment 
of  other  men,  or  by  any  human  authority,  ancient  or  modern, 
ecclesiastical  or  secular.    So  far  from  denying  the  competence 

*  We  speak  here  of  the  general  tone  of  skeptical  criticism,  making  no  account  o 
diversiiiea  of  schools. 
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of  reason  to  examine  the  evidences  of  the  Christian  religion, 
and  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  Scriptares,  we  submit 
those  evidences  to  the  test  of  argament,  we  interpret  the  Bible 
by  the  laws  of  language — insisting  only  that  men  shall  reason 
fairly  and  interpret  honestly,  as  becomes  the  gravity  of  the 
subject  The  Infidelity  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  mainly 
the  reaction  of  the  human  mind  against  that  spiritual  Despo- 
tism which  survived  the  Reformation  only  to  be  made  more 
odious  and  intolerable  in  its  light.  The  assertion  of  ecclesiaa- 
tical  authority  could  not  repress  this  revolt  of  Keason,  nor 
could  a  blind  faith  in  the  past  hinder  the  spirit  of  investiga- 
tion, which  the  revival  of  learning  had  awakened  and  which 
the  art  of  printing  so  greatly  favored.  Miracles,  prophecy, 
the  historical  facts,  the  moral  truths  of  the  Bible,  whatever 
pertained  to  the  authenticity  and  the  divine  origin  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, must  needs  be  submitted  to  the  criterion  of  evidence 
whereof  the  human  mind  can  judge,  since  in  the  nature  of  the 
case  the  things  contained  in  the  Bible  could  not  be  received 
without  evidence,  and  the  mind  must  judge  upon  the  nature 
and  the  degree  of  evidence  requisite  to  its  own  belief.  Here 
suppression  awakens  suspicion,  authority  is  the  parent  of  unbe- 
lief, dogmatism  of  distrust. 

Now  the  Reformation,  partial  and  imperfect  as  it  was,  had 
succeeded  in  recovering  the  principle  of  harmony  between 
Reason  and  Revelation,  which  had  been  lost  through  the  usur- 
pation  of  ecclesiastical  authority  over  the  Scriptures  them- 
selves. The  '*  Right  of  Private  Judgment,"  so-called — which 
means  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  honest,  modest,  prayerful 
use  of  our  own  understanding  in  ascertaining  what  God  re- 
quires of  us  in  his  word — was  not  an  invention  of  modem 
Protestantism.  It  was  the  restoration  of  the  principles  and 
practice  of  the  Apostles,  and  of  that  eldest  Church  which  ex- 
isted before  either  of  the  great  sects  dividing  the  East  and  the 
West,  and  which  has  no  lineal  successor  in  the  Greek,  the 
Latin,  the  Armenian,  the  Coptic  or  the  Abyssinian. 

It  was  the  Apostolic  way  of  propagating  Christianity,  to 
commend  its  truths  to  the  understandings  and  the  consciences 
of  men.  Among  Jews,  they  used  the  Old  Testament  Scrip- 
tures as  the  basis  of  argument.     Paul's  Tnarmer  was,  to  go  into 
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the  synagogue,  and  whenever  lie  had  opportnnitj  to  reason  out 
of  the  Scriptures,  '*  disputing  "  or  discussing,  and  "  persuading 
the  things  concerning  the  kingdom  of  Qod."  ApoUos  "  might- 
ily convinced  the  Jews,  shewing  by  the  Scriptures  that  Jesus 
was  Christ."  When  among  Pagans,  as  at  Lystra  and  at  Ath- 
ens, Paul  reasoned  with  them  from  the  light  of  nature,  ap- 
pealing to  common  sense,  sind  nsing  against  their  idolatries  the 
concessions  of  their  own  philosophers  and  poets.  Peter  ex- 
horts Christians  to  be  ready  always  to  give  an  answer  to  every 
man  that  asketh  a  reason  of  the  faith  that  is  in  them — to  be 
able  to  justify  their  faith  to  the  intelligent  conviction  of  other 
men.  Hence  we  deny  to  the  Rationalist  any  special  preroga- 
tive in  the  use  of  Season  upon  mattera  of  Religion :  that  he 
has  either  refined  upon  Christianity  or  risen  above  it,  by  intel- 
lectual processes  resulting  in  trath  more  spiritual  and  absolute ; 
for  the  Religion  of  the  Bible  addresses  itself  to  man  as  a  rea- 
sonable soul ;  to  the  human  mind  in  each  and  every  faculty ; 
to  reason,  to  judgment,  to  conscience,  with  a  view  to  bring  the 
individual  will  into  accord  with  the  will  of  God.  The  founder 
of  Christianity  himself  submitted,  and  still  submits,  the  prooft 
of  his  divinity  to  the  judgment  of  men.  *'  If  I  do  not  the 
works  of  my  Father  believe  me  not.  But  if  I  do,  though  ye 
believe  not  me,  believe  the  works ;"  sift  the  credentials  of  my 
divine  commission.  And  again  He  says,  "If  I  say  the  truth, 
why  do  ye  not  believe  me  t  Which  of  you  con vinceth  me  of 
sin?"  His  sinless  character,  the  perfect  accordance  of  his- 
teachings  with  divine  and  eternal  truth,  and  his  works  of  di- 
vine power  and  love,  are  the  evidences  that  Christ  submits  to 
our  judgment,  while  he  demands  our  faith. 

The  primitive  Church,  the  church  of  the  first  three  centu- 
ries, the  church  nearest  to  the  Apostles,  adhered  closely  to  this 
principle.  The  writings  of  tlie  champions  of  the  Gospel  which 
have  come  down  to  us  from  that  period,  show  that  they  regarded 
Christianity  as  a  rational  system  of  faith,  to  be  judged  by  its 
evidences  and  its  fruits.  Justin  Martyr  did  not  lay  aside  even 
the  garb  of  a  philosopher  in  becoming  a  Christian.  His  great 
defense  of  Christianity,  written  about  A.  D.  150,  is  an  argu- 
ment to  prove  the  harmony  of  the  Christian  Faith  with  Rea. 
son;  an  argument  which  he  enforces  thus  ;  "if  in  some  things 

VOL.  XXIX.  43 
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we  hold  the  same  opinione  with  the  poets  and  philosophers, 
whom  ye  honor,  and  in  others  entertain  views  more  snbliaie 
and  more  worthy  of  the  divine  nature,  and  if  we  alone  are 
able  io  prove  what  we  say,  why  are  we  unjustly  hated  above 
all  men?*  If  what  we  have  advanced  appears  to  be  reasona- 
ble and  true,  honor  it  accordingly ;  and  if  it  appears  folly,  deo- 
pise  it  as  foolish.^f 

Athenagoras  of  Alexandria,  wrote  in  the  year  A.  D.  180  an 
argument  for  Christianity,  based  upon  its  moral  purity  and  the 
sublimity  of  its  doctrines,  as  compared  with  the  teachings  and 
practices  of  Paganism.  In  the  course  of  this,  he  denonnces 
the  advocates  of  idolatry  as  "  without  learning,  or  knowledge 
of  natural  philosophy,  or  of  theology.":^  A  little  later,  Her- 
mias  published  a  satire  upon  the  pagan  philosophers,  not  for 
resting  in  reason,  but  because  they  accepted  doctrines  which 
were  confirmed  "  neither  by  one  manifest  fact,  nor  by  one 
sound  argumunt."§  The  fact  and  the  argument  were  upon 
the  side  of  Christianity. 

TertuUian  of  Carthage  (about  A.  D.  200)  defends  Christ, 
ianity  in  an  able  and  earnest  argument  for  the  truth  and  an- 
tiquity of  the  Scriptures,  shows  that  by  the  light  of  reason, 
the  soul  itself  is  *'  naturally  impressed  with  the  truths  of  Christ- 
ianity ;"  but ''  in  order  that  we  might  approach  to  a  more  full 
and  clear  knowledge,  both  of  himself  and  of  his  disposition 
and  will  towards  man,  God  hath  further  given  us  his  written 
word,  that  all,  who  desire,  may  inquire  respecting  God ;  and 
gradually  proceed  from  inquiry  to  knowledge,  and  from  knowl- 
edge to  belief,  and  from  belief  to  obedience."|  Coming  down 
later,  we  find  the  same  tone  in  Origen  and  in  Augustine.  "  We 
ought,"  says  Origin,  '*  for  the  evidence  of  the  words  we  pro- 
duce in  doctrine,  to  produce  the  sense  of  the  Scripture,  as  it 
were  confirming  the  sense  that  we  expound."  And  again ; 
^^  But  afterwards,  as  is  his  custom,  the  Apostle  confirms  his 
teaching  from  the  holy  Scriptures,  thus  setting  before  the  doc- 
tors of  the  church  an  example,  that  in  those  things  which  they 
speak  to  the  people,  they  do  not  utter  what  is  presumed  upon 
in  their  own  opinions,  but  what  is  strengthened  by  divine  tea- 

*c.  28.  \c  90. 

t  c  18.  §  c   10.  I  c.  la 
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timony  ;  for  if  he,  snch  and  so  great  an  Apostle,  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  anthoritj  of  his  words  conld  be  sufficient,  unless 
he  shows  that  what  he  saith  is  written  in  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets,  how  mnch  more  we,  the  weakest  of  creatures,  ought 
to  observe  this,  that  when  we  teach,  we  should  not  produce 
our  own,  bnt  the  doctrines  of  the  Holy  Spirit."* 

With  the  same  manly  regard  for  evidence,  did  that  great 
father  in  theology,  Augustine,  yield  his  mind  to  the  evidence 
of  the  earth's  rotundity,  though  many  of  his  own  and  of  the 
preceding  age  had  denounced  this  new  doctrine  of  geometry  as 
a  heresy. 

If  then,  distrustful  of  our  own  wisdom,  we  would  know  what 
was  the  most  ancient  and  the  Apostolic  method  of  maintain- 
ing the  Christian  faith,  we  find  that  in  the  Apostolic  age  and 
for  centuries  after,  this  was  by  the  careful  and  diligent  use  of 
reason  in  defending  and  expounding  the  Scriptures.  Nor  can 
it  ever  be  otherwise,  since  in  the  most  essential  point  of  divine 
authority,  Heason  must  jndge  where  to  seek  and  how  to  ascer- 
tain the  true  Faith.  If  one  may  not  trust  his  judgment  in 
reading  the  Scriptures  for  himself,  he  yet  must  trust  it  in  choo- 
sing who  shall  read  them  for  him ;  he  must  judge  the  historical 
and  other  marks  of  rival  claimants;  he  must  at  least  choose 
the  master  to  whom  to  submit  his  will,  and  choosing  his  mas- 
ter, can  have  nothing  to  confide  in  but  his pri/vate judgment', 
and  if  one  must  be  able  to  trace  his  ecclesiastical  pedigree 
back  to  the  beginning  without  one  flaw,  he  may  have  a  harder 
task  for  reasoi;  than  would  be  that  of  reading  the  Bible  for 
himself,  with  no  master  but  Christ,  and  no  interpreter  bnt  the 
Spirit,  enlightening  his  plain,  honest,  teachable  common  sense. 

Some  would  send  to  a  Church  to  ascertain  the  true  meaning 
of  Scripture.  But  Chrysostom  sends  all  to  the  Scriptures  to 
find  the  true  Christ.  "  For,"  says  he,  "  there  can  be  no  trial 
of  true  Christianity  ;  and  Christians  which  desire  to  know  the 
truth,  whereupon  they  may  build  their  faith,  have  no  other 
refuge,  but  to  try  and  learn  this  by  the  Scriptures.  For  here- 
tics have  the  counterfeit  and  likeness  of  those  things  which  are 
proper  to  Christ.  They  have  churches,  they  have  the  Scrip- 
tures of  God,  they  have  baptism,  they  have  ihe  Lord's  supper, 

*  In  Matthew  26,  aud  in  Bom.  iii. 
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and  all  other  things  like  the  true  church ;  yea,  they  have  ChriBt 
hiniself.  He  therefore  that  will  know  which  is  the  true  church 
of  Christ,  how  may  he  know  it  but  by  the  Scriptures  ?  There- 
fore our  Lord,  knowing  that  there  should  be  such  confusion  of 
things  in  the  latter  days,  commanded  that  Christians  which 
live  in  the  profession  of  Christian  faith,  and  are  desirous  to 
settle  themselves  upon  a  sure  ground  of  faith,  should  go  to  no 
other  thing  but  to  the  Scriptures.  Otherwise,  if  they  had  re- 
gard to  other  things,  they  should  be  offended  and  perish,  and 
not  understand  which  is  the  true  church."* 

Bishop  Beveridge  has  well  shown  the  absurdity  of  deferring 
our  own  judgment  upon  the  Scriptures  to  the  authority  of  oth- 
ers, however  venerable,  high,  or  learned.  "  What  I  see  writ- 
ten, I  am  certain  of,  because  I  see  it  written  ;  but  how  can  I 
be  certain  of  any  thing  which  is  not  written.  Must  I  there- 
fore believe  it  because  others  do  ?  Or  can  I  therefore  be  cer- 
tain of  it  because  others  are  ?  Then  I  must  believe  and  be  cer- 
tain of  whatsoever  others  believe  or  are  certain  of,  and  so  that 
must  be  a  necessary  article  of  my  faith,  which  is  an  article  of 
any  man's  faith,  and  so  unless  I  believe  what  every  one  be- 
lieves, I  can  never  be  saved.  But  what  reason  have  I  to  be- 
lieve one  man  more  than  another.  Are  they  not  all  men  ?"t 
And,  as  Augustine  has  said,  ^^  the  judges  or  doctors  of  the 
church,  as  men,  are  otlen  deceived.:^ 

"We  cannot  throw  away  that  tried  weapon  with  which  the 
Apostles  and  fathers  contended  against  the  unbelief  of  their 
times.  Eeason  fairly  exercised  in  and  upon  the  Scriptures  is 
our  first  protection  against  Rationalism.  The  God  who  gave 
the  Bible  made  the  human  mind,  and  all  his  works  exhibit 
the  harmony  of  truth ;  as  the  light  to  the  eye,  so  is  the  Bible 
to  the  Reason  of  man ;  and  Jehovah,  speaking  by  his  inspired 
prophet  to  the  most  perverse  and  wilful  of  sinners  says,  ^^  Come 
now  let  us  reason  together." 

A  second  resource  for  the  conflict  with  Rationalism  is  fur- 
nished in  the  revival  of  the  primitive  and  Apostolic  doctrine, 
that  the  Scriptures  are  the  ultimate  authority  in  matters  of  re- 

*Chr7S0flt.  in  MftU.  Horn  xlix. 

f  Beyeridge  on  the  89  Articles,  Art  tL  p.  196,  Oxford. 

X  Lib.  U.,  cap. 
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ligions  faith.  Onr  modern  Chriatianity  agrees  with  the  moat 
ancient  Christianity,  in  asserting  the  office  of  Reason  in  inves- 
tigating and  ascertaining  tmth.  But  to  create  itpelf  the  ulti- 
mate source  and  authority  of  truth  does  not  lie  within  the 
province  of  Beason.  Here  is  the  false  and  dangerous  assump- 
tion of  the  Kationnlist;  that  Reason,  which  must  needs  judge 
of  the  evidences  of  truth,  is  also  the  sole  and  final  arbiter  of 
truth.  This  it  true  as  between  man  and  man,  where  both  par- 
ties have  before  them  the  same  means  of  judgment.  Hence 
no  interpretation  of  Scripture  by  Synod  or  Council,  can  have 
binding  authority  upon  other  minds;  since  this  were  to  set  up 
the  judgment  of  one  fallible  man  or  company  of  men  against 
the  judgment  of  another ;  or  to  make  the  Reason  of  one  age, 
as  fallible,  submit  itself  to  the  reason  of  another  age  as  infalli- 
ble. But  when  Reason  finds  evidence  that  God  has  spoken  in 
the  Bible,  then  ought  it  to  submit  to  His  teaching  and  author- 
ity. Faith  is  as  truly  a  quality  of  the  soul  as  is  Reason,  and  in 
God's  word  we  have  a  just  and  competent  authority. 

The  Apostles  reasoned  out  of  the  Scriptures^  as  their  au- 
thority. The  early  fathers  in  discussions  with  Jews,  or  among 
themselves,  always  appealed  to  the  Scriptures  as  final,  and 
sought  to  magnify  the  Bible  in  the  view  of  Pagans.  This  prin- 
ciple of  the  sole  supremacy  of  the  Bible  in  the  sphere  of  reli- 
gion, was  recovered,  not  invented  at  the  Reformation.  The 
2l8t  Art.  of  the  Church  of  England  says,  concerning  general 
Councils,  "  When  they  be  gathered  together  (forasmuch  as  they 
be  an  assembly  of  men  whereof  all  be  not  governed  with  the 
Spirit  and  Word  of  God)  they  may  err,  and  sometimes  have 
erred  even  in  things  pertaining  unto  God,  Wherefore  things 
ordained  by  them  as  necessary  to  salvation,  have  neither 
strength  nor  authority^  unless  it  may  he  declared  [made  plain] 
that  they  a/re  taken  out  of  Hol/y  Scri/ptv/res?'^  Bishop  Burnet, 
whose  exposition  of  the  39  Articles  is  a  standard  work  in  the 
Church  of  England,  thus  comments  upon  this  Article.  '^  The 
inference  is  justly  made  that  whatever  authority  they  [Coun- 
cils] may  have  in  the  rule  and  government  of  the  church,  their 
decisions  in  matters  necessary  to  salvation  ought  to  be  exam- 
ined by  the  Word  of  God,  and  are  not  to  be  submitted  to,  un- 
less it  appears  that  they  are  conformable  to  the  Scripture.'' 
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Bishop  Bnrnet  contiimes:  "For  the  four  general  conncils, 
which  this  church  declares  she  receives,  they  are  received  only 
because  we  are  persuaded  from  the  Scriptures  that  their  decisions 
wore  made  according  to  them ;  that  the  Son  is  truly  God,  of  the 
same  substance  with  the  Father ;  that  the  Holy  Ghost  ia  also 
truly  God ;  that  the  divine  nature  was  truly  united  to  the 
human  in  Christ :  and  that  in  one  person  ;  that  both  natures 
remained  distinct ;  and  that  the  human  nature  was  not  swal- 
lowed up  of  the  divine.  These  truths  we  find  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  therefore  we  believe  them.  We  reverence  those 
Councils  for  the  sake  of  their  doctrine ;  but  do  not  believe  the 
doctrine  for  the  authority  of  the  Councils.  There  appeared 
too  much  of  hnman  frailty  in  some  of  their  other  proceedings, 
to  give  us  such  an  implicit  submission  to  them,  as  to  believe 
things  eimply  because  they  so  decided  them."*  Such  is  the 
voice  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  declared  in  her  2l8t  Art., 
adopted  by  the  Convention  of  1562,  and  as  expounded  a  cen- 
tury later  by  one  of  her  ablest  Bishops,  with  the  approval  of 
Archbishop  Tillotson,  and  many  of  the  most  eminent  of  her 
clergy. 

The  study  of  Church  history  can  hardly  produce  veneration 
for  the  Councils  of  the  Church  as  representative  expounders 
of  the  faith.  Tlie  most  violent  scenes  in  the  American  Con- 
gress in  the  days  of  southern  domination,  could  not  surpass 
the  tumult  of  the  great  imperial  Council  of  Chalcedon,  in  451, 
when  the  oflBcers  of  the  crown  had  to  silence  the  savage  threats 
and  outcries  of  the  contending  Bishops.f  At  the  2d  Council 
of  Ephesus,  says  Milman,  "  questions  were  carried  by  factious 
acclamations  within,  and  the  Council  was  overawed  by  riotous 
mobs  without.":]:  Dioscorus,  Patriarch  of  Alexandria,  and 
President  of  the  Council,  struck  Harianus,  bishop  of  Constan- 
tinople with  such  violence  that  he  died  of  his  wounds.  The 
learned  and  orthodox  Bishop  Gregory,  of  Nazianzen,  in  the  4th 
century,  says:  *'  I  never  yet  saw  a  Council  of  Bishops  come  to 
a  good  end.     I  salute  them  afar  off,  since  I  know  how  troub- 

*  ExpositioD,  pp.  272  282,  Appleton's  edition. 

\  Read  thie  scene  as  pictured  from  the  record  by  Stanley,  History  of  the  East, 
em  Church,  p.  165. 
X  Hist,  of  Latin  Christianity,  I.  p.  204. 
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lesome  they  are.  I  never  more  will  sit  in  those  assemblies  of 
cranes  and  geese  ;"*  a  representation  from  an  eye-witness,  not 
adapted  to  inspire  reverence  for  a  general  Council  as  an  au- 
thority over  our  private  reading  of  the  word  of  God. 

The  learned  Dean  of  Westminster,  commenting  upon  the 
21st  Art.  of  his  Church,  says  :  *'It  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
claim  the  freedom  of  criticism  on  which  these  words  insist. 
"With  every  disposition  to  honor  these  assemblies, — with  every 
desire  to  make  allowance  for  their  weaknesses  and  to  esteem 
the  results  of  their  labors, — it  is  impossible  to  understand  them 
rightly,  or  even  to  do  justice  to  their  merits,  without  remem- 
bering that  they  were  assemblies  of  fallible  men,  swayed  by 
the  good  and  evil  influences  to  which  all  assemblies  are  ex- 
posed."! The  Council  of  Nicaea  was  not  an  exception  ;  and  its 
creed,  which  was  meant  to  be  a  finality,  was  determined  by 
the  influence  of  the  emperor  Constantine.  That  Creed  is  so 
much  modified  in  common  use,  that  Dean  Stanley  has  said  of 
it:  "Every  time  that  the  Creed  is  recited,  with  its  additions 
and  omissions,  it  conveys  to  us  the  wholesome  warning,  that 
our  faith  is  not  of  necessity  bound  up  with  the  literal  text  of 
Creeds,  or  with  the  formal  decrees  of  Councils.  It  existed  be- 
fore the  Creed  was  drawn  up ;  it  is  larger  tha?i  the  letter  of 
any  Creed  could  circumscribe.  The  fact  that  the  whole 
Christian  world  has  altere  J  the  Creed  of  Nicsea,  and  broken 
the  decree  of  Ephesus,  without  ceasing  to  be  Catholic  or 
Christian,  is  a  decisive  proof  that  common  sense,  after  all,  is 
the  supreme  arbiter  and  corrective  even  of  (Ecumenical  Coun- 
cils."t 

*  Quoted  by  Stanley,  p.  164. 

f  Hist  of  the  Eastern  Ohorch,  p.  168. 

X  Hist  of  the  Eastern  Church,  p.  246.  The  second  creed  in  the  Episcopal 
Prayer  Book,  is  the  Nicene^as  reyised  and  enlarged  by  the  Council  of  Constant!  - 
nople,  A.  D.  881.  The  original  Nicene  creed  is  as  follows:  "We  believe  in  One 
God,  the  Father  Almighty,  Maker  of  all  things,  visible  and  invisible.  And  in  One 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  begotten  of  the  Father ;  only-begotten,  that 
is  of  the  substance  of  the  Father ;  God  of  God,  Light  o  Light,  being  God  of 
very  God,  begotten,  not  made ;  being  of  one  substance  with  the  Father ;  by 
whom  all  things  were  made,  the  things  in  heaven  and  things  in  earth.  Who 
for  us  men  and  for  our  salvation  came  down  and  was  incarna^^^e  and  made  man, 
and  suffered  and  rose  again  on  the  third  day.  Who  ascended  into  heaven,  and 
Cometh  again  to  judge  the  quick  and  dead.    And  in  the  Holy  GhosC.** 
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It  is  this  return  to  common  sense,  exalting  the  Bible,  in  its 
inapproachable  majesty  and  sovereignty  above  all  human  syDti- 
bols  and  authorities,  that  enables  us  to  enter  the  lists  with  Ra- 
tionalism, wielding  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Word 
of  Ood,  How  weak  is  church  authority  for  such  a  conflict  is 
evident  in  that  the  Church  of  England,  with  her  Jowetts,  her 
Essays  and  Reviews,  her  Colensos,  is  the  very  nest  of  Ratioa- 
alism,  whose  ofepring  are  shielded  by  the  highest  Court  of 
the  Church,  while  Dr.  Pusey  publicly  laments,  that  her  Creeds 
and  her  Prayers  will  no  longer  express  a  common  faith,  but  the 
Church  will  be  ''  a  mere  tower  of  Babel,  having  nothing  in 
common  but  words."  Yet  the  recent  outbreak  of  Rationalism 
in  that  Church  is  only  a  reaction  against  Pusey's  own  doctrine 
of  sacramental  and  patristic  authority. 

But  we  are  not  so  weak  and  crippled  for  the  conflict  witb 
Rationalism  as  these  lamentations  would  imply.  On  the  con- 
trary we  are  the  stronger,  by  so  mucfi  the  more  that  we  real- 
ize how  powerless  are  human  forms  to  guard  the  truth,  how 
weak  is  human  authority  to  enforce  it,  and  so  are  thrown  back 
upon  the  primitive  and  Apostolic  Canon,  that  the  Scriptures 
alone  are  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  that  only  they  can 
have  authority  in  faith. 

It  is  altogether  a  misapprehension  of  the  doctrine  of  Pri- 
vate Judgment,  that  it  leaves  every  one  free  to  believe  as  ho 
likes  in  reli«>:ion.  On  the  c«mtrary,  it  holds  every  one  to  a 
strict  personal  accountability  lor  his  faith,  and  demands  that 
he  shall  come  to  the  Word  of  God  with  an  honest  purpose  to 
receive  itb  teachings  and  to  obey  its  authority.  And  surely  we 
should  dishonor  the  Bible  and  God's  own  supremacy  over  con- 
science, did  we  suppose  that  these  require  to  be  supplemented 
by  the  formal  judgment  and  authority  of  men. 

"  But  what  shall  we  then  say  of  the  fathers,  Augustine,  Am- 
brose, Jerome,  Cyprian,  &c.  ?  What  shall  we  think  of  them, 
or  what  account  may  we  make  of  them  ?  They  be  interpre- 
ters of  the  word  of  God.  They  were  learned  men  and  learned 
fathers ;  the  instruments  of  the  mercy  of  God,  and  vessels  full 
of  grace.  We  despise  them  not,  we  read  them,  we  reverence 
them,  and  give  thanks  to  God  for  them.  They  were  witnesses 
unto  the  truth,  they  were  worthy  pillars  and  ornaments  in  the 
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church  of  God.  Yet  they  may  not  be  compared  with  the  word 
of  God.  We  may  not  build  upon  them ;  we  may  not  make 
them  the  foundation  and  warrant  of  our  conscience.  We  may 
not  put  our  trust  in  them."* 

"  They  are  learned ;  they  have  pre-eminence  in  the  church  ; 
they  are  judges,  they  have  the  gifts  of  wisdom  and  understand- 
ing, yet  they  are  often  deceived.  They  are  our  fathers,  but 
not  fathers  unto  God ;  they  are  stars,  fair  and  beautiful  and 
bright ;  yet  they  are  not  the  sun  ;  they  bear  witness  of  the 
light,  yet  they  are  not  the  light.  Christ  is  the  sun  of  right- 
eousness, ;  Christ  is  the  light  which  lighteneth  every  man  that 
Cometh  into  the  world.  His  word  is  the  word  of  truth.  He 
is  the  day-spring  which  hath  visited  us  fro.ii  on  high — ^he  came 
down  from  the  bosom  of  his  father,  he  shall  guide  our  feet  into 
the  way  of  peace.f" 

Having  tlius  recovered  the  primitive  and  Apostolic  princi- 
ples of  the  harmony  of  Keason  with  Eevelation,  and  the  ulti- 
mate and  absolute  authority  of  the  Scriptures,  we  find  another 
source  of  strength  in  the  Unanimity  of  the  Church  of  God  in 
its  fundamental  faith.  That  general  consent  of  believers  in 
Christian  doctrine,  which  is  of  no  power  as  an  authority,  has 
much  weight  as  a  testimony.  Like  the  general  agreement  of 
men  of  science  touching  a  fact  of  nature  or  a  discovery  in  the 
arts,  this  declarative  testimony  of  those  who  have  made  proof 
of  the  matter,  is  entitled  to  great  respect  as  an  evidence  for 
the  truths  of  Christianity.  Here  comes  in  the  true  unity  of 
Church — a  unity  as  the  Head  of  the  Church  C(»ntemplated  and 
described  it,  a  unity  in  which  his  prayer  consecrating  the  fel- 
lowship of  believers  is  answered,  seeing  that  they  all  are  one, 
openly,  declarati^ely  one  in  Him  and  in  his  Father. 

That  is  a  grave  misconception  of  the  prayer  of  Our  Lord  for 
the  unity  of  His  disciples,  which  would  make  this  consist  in 
ecclesiastical  uniformity.  There  may  be  large  diversity  in  the 
ecclesiastical  form,  while  yet  there  is  a  visible  unity  in  the  re- 
ligious spirit  and  in  Christian  doctrine.  The  spirit  of  loyalty 
ib  not  dependent  upon  membership  in  a  'Moyal  league,"  and 
the  spirit  of  Christ  is  not  confined  to  forms  of  church  organi- 

*  Bishop  Jewell, — Treatise  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.    Works,  p.  1178. 
X  do.  p.  1174. 
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zation.  Our  Lord  himself  contemplated  the  spiritnal  onenees 
of  his  disciples  in  Himself  as  made  visible  through  manifold 
forms.  His  beautiful  conception  of  this  unity  is  strangely 
marred  by  mistaking  a  fold  for  th^  flock.  How  long  did  the 
first  disciples  cling  to  their  narrow  Jewish  prejudices;  how 
prone  were  they  to  insist  upon  conformity  to  their  ways  as  a 
condition  of  fellowship,  if  not  of  salvation.  But  see  how  our 
Lord  rebukes  this  spirit,  and  with  what  breadth  of  love  he  de- 
fines his  Church. 

''I  am  the  good  shepherd,  and  know  my  sheep  and  am 
known  of  mine."  There  is  the  bond  of  unity, — the  mutual 
recognition  between  the  renewed  soul  and  itsKedeemer.  *Ab 
the  Father  knoweth  me  even  so  know  I  the  Father  f — and — 
to  the  intent  that  I  may  bring  wandering  men  to  know  the 
Father  through  me — "  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the  sheep."  And 
other  sheep  I  have  which  are  not  of  this  fold ;  the  seed  of 
Abraham,  the  rite  of  circumcision,  the  ritual  of  the  Jewish 
church,  do  not  circumscribe  and  never  will  contain  the  whole 
flock  of  God.  "  Other  sheep  I  have ;  them  also  I  must  bring," 
seeking  them  by  my  word  and  by  my  spirit;  bringing  them? 
not  to  this  fold,  but  to  Myself;  "and  they  shall  hear  my 
voice  " — they  shall  be  known  as  my  sheep  in  that  they  hear 
and  follow  me — "  And  there  shall  be  onefold  "  says  our  trans- 
lation, missing  the  point  and  beauty  of  the  whole  figure ; 
whereas  our  Lord  changes  the  word  of  purpose,  saying, 
**  there  shall  be  one  flock  and  one  shepherd."  No  fold  is  co- 
extensive with  tne  flock.  Rightly  does  one  of  the  foremost 
scholars  of  the  English  Church  interpret  it — there  is  "  not  one 
f«>ld,  but  one  flock  ;  no  one  exclusive  inclosure  of  an  outward 
church — but  one  flock,  all  knowing  the  one  Shepherd  and 
known  of  Him."*  The  Gentiles  came  not  to  the  Jewish  fold ; 
but  Greek  and  Jew,  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  and  free,  be- 
came one  in  each  other  by  being  one  in  Christ.  To  find  this 
one  flock  of  God  we  need  not  traverse  the  melancholy  waste 
of  centuries,  nor  search  the  folds  where  thieves  and  hirelings 
have  entered  to  steal  and  to  destroy  ;  we  need  not  go  anxiously 
from  fold  to  fold  in  quest  of  some  divine  mark  upon  the  door; 
the  mark  is  not  upon  the  fold  but  upon  the  sheep.     Each  Sab- 

•  Alfopd. 
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bath  day  the  chiming  bells  summon  the  flock  together  upon  a 
thousand  hills,  and  by  the  side  of  still  waters.  Many  of  Christ's 
sheep  find  shelter  and  refreshment  in  the  aisles  of  grand  old 
cathedrals,  hoary  with  the  piety  of  ages ;  others  under  the 
lea  of  walls  built  by  the  State;  many  gather  in  rude  cabins 
upon  the  western  prairie ;  some  in  the  tent  upon  the  blood- 
sodden  field ; — ONE  FLOOK,  they  follow  the  voice  of  the  shep- 
herd, and  He  is  the  leader  of  them  all,  and  he  knows  tbem  all. 

The  Jew,  speaking  Spanish,  Italian,  German,  Polish,  Arabic, 
English,  and  varying  in  complexion" from  the  lighter  hues  of 
northern  Europe,  through  the  deep  olive  of  the  south,  to  the 
black  of  Hindostan,  is  yet  one  race,  marked  by  salient  features, 
and  by  community  of  faith.  And  so  in  whatever  tongue  the 
believer  cries  Abba,  Father,  his  faith  and  love  witness  his  one- 
ness with  the  whole  church  of  God.  And  how  grand  the  tes- 
timony of  this  one  church  of  believing  souls  to  the  same  fun- 
damental and  imperishable  truths; — that  there  is  one  living^ 
Almighty,  holy  God;  that  the  Bible  is  his  word  revealed  to 
man  ;  that  Jesus  Christ  liis  Son  suffered  on  the  cross  for  our 
redemption,  and  rose  from  the  dead  for  our  salvation.  The 
self-same  truths  that  Paul  reasoned  out  of  the  Scriptures — ^that 
Christ  must  needs  have  suffered,  and  risen  again  from  the 
dead,  and  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  have  been  maintained  from 
the  Scriptures  through  all  ages ;  and  the  church  of  God  stands 
to-day  before  the  world,  with  a  unanimity  of  doctrine  unknown 
in  schools  of  science  and  philosophy,  giving  the  whole  weight 
of  this  concurrent  testimony  to  prove  the  reality  and  the  pow- 
er of  the  Gospel.  Oh  holy  Catholic  Church  ! — One  and  Uni- 
versal Church  ;  the  Church  of  apostles  and  martyrs,  of  fathers 
and  confessors;  in  catacombs  and  in  prisons,  in  deserts  and 
caves  of  the  earth,  in  palaces  and  cathedrals ;  in  exile  and  in 
missions,  in  all  ages  the  one  flock  of  God,  the  Church  of  the 
Past,  the  Church  of  the  Present,  the  Church  of  the  Future, 
chanting  ever  the  same  faith,  holding  ever  the  same  Christ,  as 
it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall  be,  world  with- 
out end ! 

To  right  Reason,  just  Authority,  and  actual  Unity,  we  may 
add  an  almost  unlimited  power  in  Christian  Love; — the  unity 
of  Faith  confirmed  by  unity  of  Charity.     Christian  fellowship 
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is  a  reality  in  every  heart  that  loves  the  Saviour,  though  hin- 
dered much  in  outward  manifestation,  and  often  hindered  by 
the  very  contrivances  for  giving  It  expression.  It  is  more  a 
matter  of  personal  culture  than  of  formal  arrangement,  of  the 
inward  spirit  than  of  outward  accommodations,  and  therefore 
is  capable  of  being  increased  by  whatever  degree  we  grow  into 
union  with  our  Head  and  drink  of  the  fulness  of  his  love. 
There  is  no  way  of  promoting  Christian  union  so  sure,  so  satis- 
£Eictory,  so  scriptural,  as  simply  to  realize  its  existence  as  the 
complement  of  personal  union  with  Christ,  and  to  cultivate  the 
faculty  of  discerning  the  spirit  of  Christ,  under  whatever  fonn, 
and  even  through  the  intricacies  of  perverse  logic  and  bad 
theology.  Said  a  venerable  father  of  another  Church,  ''  Come 
and  keep  with  me  the  holy  days  of  my  Church,  to  show  the 
world  that  we  are  one."  *'  Nay,  father,  I  like  not  holy  days^ 
but  love  all  holy  men ;  love  yon,  for  your  life  and  works.  We 
already  show  that  we  are  one  in  faith  by  observing  the  Lord's 
Supper,  that  commemorates  his  death,  and  the  Lord's  day,  that 
commemorates  his  resurrection ;  let  us  show  that  we  are  one 
in  spirit  by  speaking  kindly  one  of  another  and  helping  one 
another,  whether  we  pray  freely  or  by  book,  and  preach  in  Eng- 
lish, German,  or  Choctaw."  Union  comes  not  through  uni- 
formity. ^'  Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  there  is  liberty ;" 
but  let  brotherly  love  continue,  till  the  world  shall  say,  "Be- 
hold, how  these  Christians  love  one  another." 

The  grand  resource  of  the  Church  against  Sationali'^in  lies 
in  the  Power  of  a  Holy  Life  consecrated  to  the  good  of  man 
in  the  love  of  God.  The  practical  fruits  of  Christianity  in  the 
character  of  its  professors  and  in  society  at  large,  are  a  perma- 
nent and  an  ever  accumulating  evidence  of  its  divine  origin 
and  spirit.  Men  believe  that  which  they  see ;  and  the  test 
^'  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them,"  is  applicable  to  systems 
.  of  faith  as  well  as  to  personal  professions  of  piety.  Here 
Christianity  ought  to  challenge  comparison  with  any  and  all 
other  systems;  yea,  it  should  rise  above  comparison,  in  the 
resplendence  of  holiness  in  its  professors.  This  the  Master 
himself  enjoined.  "Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that 
they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven."    This  too  was  the  apostolic  injuction.     "  Dearly 
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beloved,  I  beseech  yon,  as  straugere  and  pilgrims,  abstain  from 
fleshly  hjsts,  which  war  against  the  soul ;  having  your  conver- 
sation honest  among  the  Gentiles ;  that  whereas  they  speak 
against  you  as  evil  doers,  they  may  by  your  good  works,  which 
they  shall  behold,  glorify  God  in  the  day  of  visitation ;  for  so 
is  the  will  of  God,  that  with  well-doing  ye  may  put  to  silence 
the  ignorance  of  foolish  men."  This  was  a  great  argument 
with  the  primitive  advocates  of  Christianity.  Because  Christ- 
ians refused  to  worship  the  gods  of  the  pagans,  they  were  ac- 
cused of  impiety.  They  answered  by  an  appeal  to  their  lives. 
Says  Athenagoras,  "  among  us  you  may  find  unlettered  men, 
craftsmen,  and  old  women,  thongh  they  cannot  by  words  bring 
defence  to  our  religion,  yet  adorn  it  by  their  moral  principles, 
for  they  study  not  fineness  of  words,  but  practice  the  solidity 
of  virtue ;  when  strnck,  they  strike  not  again ;  they  persecute 
not  those  who  rob  them ;  they  are  charitable  to  such  as  ask  of 
them ;  and  love  their  neighbors  as  themselves. 

"  Could  we  then  exercise  such  purity  of  life,  if  we  did  not 
believe  there  was  a  God  who  presides  over  mankind?  No,  cer- 
tainly;  but  being  thoroughly  convinced  that  we  shall  one  day 
give  an  account  of  our  lives  and  actions  to  the  great  Creator 
of  us  and  of  all  the  world,  we  choose  such  a  gentle,  meek,  and 
generally  despised  method  of  life.  Shall  they  who  say  of  this 
life,  '  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  ft)r  to-morrow  we  die,'  shall  they 
be  thought  religious,  and  to  have  any  regard  for  God  ?  But 
we  who  despise  this  present  life  as  of  little  and  short  value, 
and  are  led  by  this  only,  to  know  God  and  his  Word,  what  the 
unity  of  the  Son  with  the  Father,  and  what  the  communion  of 
the  Father  with  the  Son  ;  what  the  Holy  Ghost ;  what  is  the 
unity  of  these  three;  what  the  distinction  of  them  who  are 
one,  the  Spirit,  the  Son,  and  the  Father;  we  who  maintain 
that  the  life  which  succeeds  this  is  greater  than  can  be  express- 
ed in  words,  which  is  prepared  for  those  who  keep  themselves 
unpolluted  from  all  wickedness ;  we  who  have  such  a  benevo- 
lence for  all  mankind  as  not  only  to  love  ov^  friends  but  our 
enemies — shall  we  who  are  such,  and  lead  such  a  life  that  we 
may  escape  a  condemnation  to  come,  be  thought  to  live  wick- 
edly T 
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In  an  age  when  sensnalitj  was  wrought  into  all  forms  of  lit- 
erature and  art,  was  blazoned  shamelessly  in  the  decorations  of 
private  houses  and  enshrined  in  the  temples  of  the  gods,  the 
contrast  of  a  chaste  and  godly  conversation  in  the  Christian 
community  witnessed  for  the  redemptive  and  renovating  power 
of  the  gospel.  The  exhortations  of  Apostles  at  once  testify  of 
this  contrast,  and  urge  that  it  be  made  emphatic.  "Foras- 
much as  Christ  hath  suffered  for  us  in  the  flesh,  arm  yourselves 
likewise  with  the  same  mind,  for  he  that  hath  suffered  in  the 
flesh  hath  ceased  from  sin — that  he  no  longer  should  live  the 
rest  of  his  time  in  the  flesh  to  the  lusts  of  men,  but  to  the  will 
of  God;" — this  is  the  principle  of  Unity  with  Christ,  unity  in 
self-renunciation,  in  hatred  of  sin,  in  dying  to  the  world,  in 
living  unto  God.  "  For  the  time  past  of  our  life  may  suffice 
us  to  have  wrought  the  will  of  the  Gentiles,  when  we  walked 
in  lasciviousness,  lusts,  excess  of  wine,  revellings,  banquetings^ 
and  abominable  idolatries ;  wherein  they  think  it  strange  that 
ye  run  not  with  them  to  the  same  excess,  if  not  speaking  evil 
of  you  ;"  the  life  of  the  Christian  is  in  such  contrast  with  his 
former  self,  such  contrast  with  a  worldly,  sensual,  self  seeking 
maimer  of  life,  that  he  would  feel  it  as  a  rebuke  ;  they  may 
carp  at  it,  but  they  must  admit  its  power; — and  when  it  is  fur- 
ther seen  that  this  spirit  of  self-renunciation  is  not  asceticism, 
that  it  has  no  tinge  of  gloom  or  bitterness,  and  no  conceit  of 
selt-righteousness,  but  is  self-denial  for  the  good  of  others,  then 
do  men  own  the  reality  and  the  power  of  the  Gospel.  The 
Church  must  conquer  unbelief  by  holy  lives  and  blessed  deeds ; 
by  an  embodiment  of  Christ — ready  unto  every  good  word  and 
work ;  giving  the  Gospel  to  the  poor,  caring  for  them  that  are 
in  sorrow,  doing  all  things  possible  for  the  elevation  of  onr 
common  humanity. 

Then,  with  Reason  to  advocate  the  claims  of  God,  and  Rev- 
elation to  assert  his  authority,  with  the  united  testimony  of  the 
Church  to  the  faith  in  Jesus,  with  the  spirit  of  holy  Love, 
and  with  a  zeal  for  suffering,  dying  men  that  never  flags  and 
and  never  yields,  the  Church  shall  live  down  the  power  of 
unbelief,  and  win  back  the  apostolic  day  when  mightily  grew 
the  word  of  God  and  prevailed. 
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Article  VL— RUSKIN'S  NEW  LECTURES  ON  ART. 

Leetttre^  on  Art,  Delivered  liefore  tlie  Univereity  of  Oxford , 
iQ  Hilary  Term,  1871).  By  John  Kusktk,  M.  A,,  Honorary 
Student  of  Christ  Church,  Slade  Profesiior  of  Fine  Art, 
Now  York:  Johu  Wiley  &  Son.     1870.     12iuo.   pp.  202. 

Eeenni*:6b  of  iuKight,  aided  by  the  pure  atmoephere  and 
swee]>  of  view  wliich  a  generous  culture  gives,  and  a  rich 
iniaicination  comlnned  with  clearness  and  grace  of  verbal  ex- 
pression, give  to  Kiiskin's  writings  deservedly  their  high  place 
in  the  literature  of  tlie  day.  Living  British  anthorship  shows 
no  &upen<»r  in  the  charms  of  diction,  or  in  the  freslrnese,  vigor, 
and  BUjLfgestiven^s  of  thought.  A  speeial  commendation  of 
his  writings  to  a  youthful  mind,  aspiring  to  high  and  true  cul- 
ture, is  the  practical  spirit  which  animates  and  characterizes 
what  he  Bays.  Hi&  conceptions  of  fine  art  are  in  the  true 
spirit  of  all  high  culture;  and  his  observations  and  critici^me 
are  serviceable  in  every  department  of  esthetic  training. 
Whether  Ins  desire  Ije  hint  and  impul&e  In  the  fashioning  of 
manners  or  of  character  generally^  or  in  the  study  of  any 
special  art— of  discourse,  of  oratory  or  of  poetry^ — equally  m 
of  painting  or  architecture^— the  reader  will  not  rise  tmm  the 
penieal  of  his  works  with  the  feeling  that  tliey  cimtain  notJi- 
ing  for  him.  He  can  hardly  fail  to  catch  a  new  inspiratMm  of 
thougfrt  and  generous  culture. 

These  seven  lecturea,  delivered  in  January,  1870^  on  hie 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  protessoi'sh)[>  in  Oxford 
Univei*riity,  rank,  perhaps j  higher  than  any  othei's  of  \m  pub- 
lished works  in  the  richness  and  vaUie  of  their  teacJiinge  er- 
viceablc  to  tme  culture.  The  first  lecture  is  Inaugund  ;  I  he 
ihi-ee  following  are  genera^  treating  severally  of  the  liola* 
tioiis  of  Art  to  Religioiij  to  Morality,  and  to  Dse;  and  the 
thrtM3  chasing  lectures  are  specially  designed  to  lead  his  dassee 
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in  their  training  in  art  by  instructions  in  Line,  Light,  and 
Color. 

In  his  Inaugural,  he  takes  occasion  to  hail  the  new  era  in 
education,  introduced  by  the  founding  of  a  profeesorship  in 
Fine  Art  in  each  of  the  three  great  universities  of  England. 
In  this  step,  he  thinks,  is  signaled  a  vital  change  in  the^ 
national  mind  respecting  the  principles  on  which  education 
should  be  conducted,  and  the  ranks  of  society  to  which  it 
should  extend.  Instead  of  the  discipline  by  the  study  of 
abstract  branches  of  literature  and  philosophy,  is  now  substi- 
tuted a  discipline  by  means  of  the  study  of  what  is  to  be  of 
chief  practical  advantage  in  after  life.  And,  besides,  an 
option  of  studies  to  suit  personal  dispositions  is  now  allowed 
instead  of  the  fixed  uniform  course  heretofore  prescribed  in 
common  for  all.  He  is  careful  however  to  emphasize  the 
opinion  that  the  object  of  university  instruction  should  be  not, 
primarily,  attainment,  but  discipline ; — not  apprenticeship  to  a 
trade  or  advancement  to  a  profession,  but  to  make  **  gentlemen 
and  scholars." 

We  are  sorry  to  see  cropping  out  here  a  narrow  insularity  of 
sentiment,  a  little  chamcteristic  of  Biitish  manners,  as  he  com- 
mends to  gentle  England  to  aim  at  an  ideal  of  national  life 
which  shall  admit  none  of  the  ignoble  occupations,  but  shall 
depute  '^  to  less  fortunate  and  more  covetous  (?)  races "  all 
mechanical  operations  that  are  debasing  in  their  tendency.  It 
would  seem  that  he  restricts  to  Englishmen  his  application  of 
"  the  law  of  noble  life,"  in  another  place,  given  by  him  as 
summed  up  in  two  of  Pope's  lines  which,  he  says,  "are  the 
most  complete,  the  most  concise,  and  the  most  lofty  expression 
of  moral  temper  existing  in  English  words  :" — 

'*  Never  elated,  when  one  man*e  oppreeted. 
Never  deeded,  while  another' e  bleeeed.** 

This  insular  narrowness  and  partiality  of  view  appears  else- 
where in  his  antipathy  to  all  mechanical  forces,  to  all  mechan- 
ical processes  which  save  human  labor  and  compete  with  man- 
ual skill.     In  the  same  spirit  he  condemns  the  use  of  iron  in 
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architecture,  and  would  have  building  exclusively  of  wood 
and  stone. 

'^  Thoroughly  British  in  this  respect,  indeed,  is  Ruskin's  mind. 
The  leading  blemish  in  his  writings  is  this  one-sidedness  and 
narrowness.  His  vision  is  clear  and  accurate ;  it  is  too  gener- 
ally narrow  in  range.  His  generalizations  of  principle  and 
rule  are  hence  unsound  and  dangerous.  The  Christian  view 
of  all  dutiful  occupation  so  well  and  truly  given  in  George 
Herbert's  familiar  lyric,  which  glorifies  even  servile  labors, 
which  hallows  all  toil  and  makes  the  meanest  work  divine,  is 
too  broad  for  Ruskin  ;  and  the  Christian  doctrine  of  universal 
human  brotherhood  which  ranges  beyond  narrow  seas  and 
makes  the  world  its  field  of  view  and  of  effort,  far  out-reaches 
his  mental  grasp.  But  this  very  narrowness  and  particularity 
may  help  sometimes  to  a  keener,  minuter  discernment,  and 
bring  into  view  what  a  broader  range  would  confuse  or  dim. 
Even  the  unsound  generalizations  pushed  in  directions  not 
generally  observed  to  be  open,  are  often  suggestive. 

This,  in  fact,  we  believe  to  be  a  characteristic  feature  of  these 
lectures.  The  observations,  the  recognitions  of  fact,  are  the 
gifts  of  a  vision  eminently  keen  and  accurate.  His  high 
attainments  in  art-skill  and  art-study,  have  lifted  Ruskin  to 
an  eminence  from  which  his  patient,  truth-loving  gaze  has 
been  enabled  to  perceive  what  has  transcended  the  world's  eye 
hitherto.  And  his  warm,  sympathetic  nature  which  prompts 
him  to  communicate  to  others  what  he  himself  has  gathered  of 
value,  has  put  him  on  applications  and  extensions  of  his  par- 
ticular observations  in  ways  and  to  fields  of  thought  and 
practice  which  are  rich  and  precious  as  they  are  new  and 
admirable. 

We  propose  to  gather  up  these  newer  observations  in  art, 
and  these  applications  and  generalizations  of  them  which 
appear  to  be  of  value,  that  we  may  help  turn  them  to  the 
best  account  for  the  benefit  of  science  and  of  art,  as  also  of 
general  culture.  We  shall  best  accomplish  our  object  as  we 
distribute  our  gatherings  into  the  three  separate  fields  of 
1.  The  proper  nature  and  function  of  Art ;  2.  The  Relations  of 
Art;  and  3.  The  Method  in  Art. 

VOL.  XXIX.  44 
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We  should,  however,  precede  this  interpretation  of   the 
lectures  before  us  with  the  indication  of  the  special  occasion 
and   design   which  have  prompted   and   shaped  them.      As 
already  stated,  they  are  the  first  lectures  given  from  the  new 
chair  of  Fine  Art  in  the  University  of  Oxford.    The  function 
of  this  new  Professorship  is  stated  to  be  ^^  to  establish  both  a 
practical  and  critical  school  of  fine  art  for  English  gentlemen ; 
practical,  so  that  if  they  draw  at  all  they  may  draw  rightly ; 
and  critical,  so  that  they  may  both  be  directed  to  such  works 
of  existing  art  as  will  best  reward  their  study ;  and  enabled  to 
make  the  exercise  of  their  patronage  of  living  artists  delight- 
ful to  themselves  by  their  cousciousness  of  its  justice,  and  to 
the  utmost  beneficial  to  their  country,  by  being  given  only  to 
the  men  who  deserve  it.''    But  the  peculiar  condition  and 
character  of  Englishmen  impose  limits  on  the  field  of  art-in- 
struction, in  two  specified  particulars : — first,  Englishtnen  can 
"  never  excel  in  decorative  design,"  because  "  they  have  too 
much  to  think  of,  and  they  think  of  it  too  anxiously ;"  sec- 
ondly, Englishmen  can  '^  never  be  successful  in  the  highest 
fields  of  ideal  or  theological  art,"  because  of  their  character- 
istic ^'  delight  in  the  forms  of  burlesque  which  are  connected 
in  some  degree  with  the  foulness  in  evil."    But  Englishmen 
may  hope  to  succeed  in  portraiture,  which  is  ranked  as  the 
highest  department  of  art,  as  "  whatever  is  best  in  the  great 
compositions  depended  on  portraiture ;"  and  also  iu  represen- 
tation of  domestic  life,  of  animal  life,  and  of  landscape.     For 
accomplishing  his  aim  Professor  Buskin  proposes  to  arrange  an 
educational  series  of  examples  of  excellent  art  from   which 
shall  be  severally  excluded  all  second-rate,  superfluous,  and 
"  even  attractively  varied  examples,"  the  greater  number  of 
whioh  shall  not  be  costly,  many  of  them  only  engravings  or 
photographs,  and  to  induce  the  attendants  upon  his  lectures  ^*  to 
give  at  least  so  much  time  to  manual  practice  as  may  enable 
them   to   understand  the  nature  and  difficulty  of  executive 
skill." 

I.  The  proper  nature  andfv/nction  of  Art. 
We  must  not  expect  from  Professor  Buskin  the  exacteet  pre- 
cision in  his  definitions.     A  thorough  logical  training  anhap- 
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pily  is  a  sad  defect  as  much  in  British  schools  as  elsewhere  ; 
and  conclasions  and  generalizations  must  therefore  be  taken 
with  some  eantion.  Here  indeed  the  greatest  criticism  on 
Raskin's  writings  fastens  itself.  Principles  are  laid  down  as 
universal  and  necessary,  which,  thoroughly  examined,  are  but 
partial.  Every  where  this  defect  appears,  as  we  shall  suflS- 
^/^iently  exemplity. 

Art  is  formally  defined  to  be  **  human  labor  regulated  by 
human  design."  But  this  definition  includes  all  rational 
endeavor,  even  the  lowest  industrial  pursuit  and  most  menial 
work.  Fine  art,  which  it  is  the  special  aim  of  the  new  pro- 
fessorship to  cultivate  and  teach,  seems  to  be  restricted  to 
''  the  production  of  beautiful  things ;"  while  yet,  in  a  vague 
way,  that  art  is  recognized  as  "properly  *fine,'  which  demands 
the  full  faculties  of  heart  and  intellect." 

The  fine  arts,  further,  it  is  claimed,  are  "  not  necessarily 
imitative  or  representative,  for  their  essence  is  being  *;re/>/ 
yivMev  '—occupied  in  the  actual  production  of  beautiful  form 
or  color."  This  recognition  of  the  creative  ftmction  of  true 
art  shows  Buskin's  wide  departure  from  the  current  teachings, 
and  merits  emphatic  mention.  The  conception  of  art  as  only 
imitative,  which  seems  to  have  originated  in  an  erroneous  in- 
terpretation of  a  rather  loose  remark  of  Aristotle  in  regard  to 
poetry,  we  conceive,  utterly  mistakes  the  true  nature  of  art, 
and  degrades  and  haujpers  it.  The  error  has  been  well-nigh 
universally  prevalent,  and  even  Ruskin  himself  is  misled  by  it, 
as  where  he  makes  "likeness"  an  essential  thing  in  the 
^  graphic  arts  '  so  called,  and  coordinate  with  skill  and  beauty. 
The  truth  is,  that  just  so  fir  as  art  is  merely  imitative,  just  so 
far  as  it  merely  repeats  from  a  copy,  it  is  as  purely  mechanical 
as  photography,  and  is  as  wanting  in  that  free  creative  power 
which  enters  into  the  very  essence  of  true  art. 

Still  further,  Ruskin  conceives  of  art  as  essentially  ewpree- 
eive.  And  for  this  view  of  art,  which  pervades  all  his  concep- 
tions of  it,  we  desire  to  render  him  our  most  grateful  acknowl. 
edgments.  No  service  he  has  rendered  to  art  and  culture, 
great  and  various  as  we  deem  it  to  be,  can  be  compared  with 
this  of  indicating  and  vindicating  this  feature  as  entering  into 
the   very  essence  of  art.    And   we  commend  the  tbllowing 
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Bentence  to  every  teacher  and  every  pupil  in  every  department 
of  liberal  culture  as  worthy  of  their  profoundest  and  most 
careful  consideration,  ae  pr^^ant  with  meaning  and  fraught 
with  the  most  important  bearings  on  all  teaching  and  study. 
"  Not  only  with  this,  of  which  it  is  my  functien  to  show  yon 
the  laws,  but  much  more  with  the  art  of  all  men,  which  yoa 
came  here  chiefly  to  learn — that  of  language,  the  chief  vioee 
of  education  have  arisen  from  the  one  great  fallacy  of  sup- 
posing that  noble  language  is  a  communicable  trick  of  gram- 
mar and  accent,  instead  of  simply  the  careful  expression  of 
right  thought."  In  like  manner,  S^  all  right  human  song  is  the 
finished  expression  by  art  of  the  joy  or  grief  of  noble  persons 
for  right  causes." 

Once  more,  Ruskin's  view  of  art  is  radically  and  thoroughly 
pervaded  with  the  conviction  that  it  is  essentially  an  exponent 
of  moral  states.  This  moral  element  in  true  art  his  previous 
works,  particularly  his  '*  Modem  Painters,"  have  nobly  recog- 
nized ;  and  to  him  eminently  is  due  the  glory  of  redeeming 
art  from  the  low  and  most  unworthy  conceptions  of  it  'which 
Burke  and  Jeffrey  have  promulgated  and  made  predominant 
in  English  literature ; — the  former  resolving  all  beauty  into 
sensuous  impression,  and  the  latter  into  mere  accidental  asso- 
ciation. 

In  accordance  vriith  this  view  of  art,  as  expressive  ever  of 
moral  states,  he  insists  tliat  the  arts  are  perfect  exponents  im- 
mediately of  the  mind  of  the  workman,  and  then  of  that  of 
the  nation  to  which  he  belongs.  He  admits  that  '^  many  of 
the  strong  masters  had  deep  faults  of  character ;"  but  he 
claims  that  *•  their  faults  share  in  their  work."  "All  good 
has  its  origin  in  good,  never  in  evil ;"  "  the  fact  of  either  lite- 
rature or  painting  being  truly  fine  of  their  kind,  whatever 
their  mistaken  aim  or  partial  error,  is  proof  of  their  noble 
origin  ;"  "  if  there  is  indeed  sterling  value  in  the  thing  done, 
it  has  come  of  a  sterling  worth  in  the  soul  that  did  it'' 
High,  strong  teaching  is  this ;  but  it  comes  from  a  true  obser- 
vation, if  that  observation  be,  as  ii  doubtless  is,  narrowed  to 
but  a  part  of  the  field.  The  truth  observed  is  strongly  set ; 
even  the  manual  execution,  he  claims,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
imaginative  design  of  a  great  painter  which  seems  at  first 
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view  to  involve  more  immediately  and  fnlly  an  ethical  spirit  in 
intimate  sympathy  with  the  trnth  of  things  as  they  are  traced 
by  creative  goodness  and  pnrity,  and  bear  the  traces  of  his 
pore  character — the  execution  of  a  great  painter  presupposes 
a  physical  soundness  which  can  come  only  from  a  line  race, 
and  an  incorrupt,  moral  person.  As  he  bids  us  realize  the  un- 
faltering, uninterrupted  succession  of  movements  of  the  hand 
in  a  great  painter,  "  the  muscular  precision,  and  the  intellect- 
ual strain,"  the  "  muscular  firmness  and  subtlety,  and  the  in- 
stantaneously selective  and  ordinant  energy  of  the  brain,  sus- 
tained all  day  long  not  only  without  &tigue,  but  with  a  visible 
joy  in  the  exertion,  like  that  which  an  eagle  seems  to  take  in  the 
wave  of  his  wings,^  he  forcibly  asks  us  to  consider  "  what 
sort  of  an  ethical  state  of  body  and  mind  that  means ! — ethic 
through  ages  past !  what  fineness  of  race  there  must  be  to  get 
it,  what  exquisite  balance  and  symmetry  of  the  vital  powers !" 
and  then  "  determine  whether  a  manhood  like  that  is  consist- 
ent with  any  viciousness  of  soul,  with  any  mean  anxiety,  any 
gnawing  lust,  any  wretchedness  of  spite  or  remorse,  any  con- 
sciousness of  rebellion  against  law  of  God  or  man,  or  any 
actual,  though  unconscious,  violation  of  even  the  least  law  to 
which  obedience  is  essential  for  the  glory  of  life  and  the  pleas- 
ing of  its  Giver."  ''  So  far  from  art  being  immoral,"  he  in- 
sists, "  little  else  except  art  is  moral ;  life  without  industry  is 
guilt,  and  industry  without  art  is  brutality ;  and  for  the  words 
*good '  and  '  wicked,'  used  of  men,  you  may  almost  substitute 
the  words  '  Makers '  or  '  Destroyers.' " 

Pushing  this  view  of  art  as  essentially  ethical  in  its  grounds, 
and  as  the  outgrowth  not  of  underived,  independent,  individ- 
ual excellence  and  achievement,  but  the  exponent  of  a  race  or 
nation,  he  instructs  his  pupils  as  the  things  that  he  has  first 
and  last  to  tell  them,  "  that  the  fine  arts  are  not  to  be  learned 
by  Locomotion,  but  by  making  the  homes  we  live  in  lovely, 
and  by  staying  in  them  ;  that  the  fine  arts  are  not  to  be  learn- 
ed by  Competition,  but  by  doing  our  quiet  best  in  our  own 
way  ;  that  the  flue  arts  are  not  to  be  learned  by  Exhibition, 
but  by  doing  what  is  right,  and  making  what  is  honest, 
whether  it  be  exhibited  or  not ,  and,  for  the  sum  of  all,  that 
men  must  paint  and  build  neither  for  pride  nor  for  money,  but 
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for  love — for  love  of  their  art,  for  love  of  their  neighbor,  and 
whatever  better  love  may  be  than  these,  founded  on  these.'' 

"  The  beginning  of  art,"  accordingly  "  is  in  getting  our 
country  clean,  and  our  people  beautiful."  "  Agriculture  by 
the  hand,"  not  by  machinery,  '*  absolute  refusal  or  banish- 
ment of  unnecessary  igneous  force,  are  the  first  conditions  of 
a  school  of  art  in  any  country."  Good  comfortable  dwellings 
in  which  men  may  learn  to  live  and  die,  must  be  provided  for 
all.  And  he  fitly  closes  the  inaugural  series  of  his  lectures 
with  this  noble  teaching : 

'*  ETery  seyentb  day,  if  Dot  oftener,  the  greater  number  of  well-meAning  per- 
80DB  in  England,  thankfiiUy  receive  from  their  teachers  a  benediction,  couched  in 
these  terms: — 'The  grace  of  onr  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and 
the  fellowship  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  you.'  Now  I  do  not  know  preeiaelj 
what  sense  is  attached  in  the  English  public  mind  to  these  expresAona.  Bat 
what  I  have  to  tell  you  positively  is,  that  the  three  things  do  actually  exist, 
and  can  be  known  if  you  care  to  know  them,  and  possessed  if  you  care  to  poeaeas 
them,  and  that  another  thing  exists,  besides  these,  of  which  we  ahready  know  too 
much. 

'*  First,  by  simply  obeying  the  orders  of  the  Founder  of  your  religion,  all 
grace,  graciousness,  or  beauty  and  favor  of  gentle  life,  will  be  given  to  yon  in 
mind  and  body,  in  work  and  in  rest.  The  grace  of  Christ  exists  and  can  be  had 
if  you  wilL  Secondly,  as  you  know  more  and  more  of  the  created  world,  you 
will  find  that  the  true  will  of  itf*  maker  is  that  its  creatures  should  be  happy; 
that  be  has  made  every  thing  beautiful  in  its  time  and  place,  and  that  it  is  chieflj 
by  the  fault  of  men,  when  they  are  aUowed  the  liberty  of  thwarting  his  laws, 
that  creation  groans  or  travaUs  in  pain.  The  love  of  God  ensts.  and  you  mav 
see  it,  and  live  in  it  if  you  wUl.  Lastly,  a  Spirit  does  aotuaUy  exist  which 
teaches  the  ant  her  path,  the  bird  her  building,  and  men  in  an  insdnctive  and 
marvelous^ay  whatever  lovely  arts  and  noble  deeds  are  possible  to  them.  With- 
out  it  you  can  do  no  good  thing.  To  the  ^xet  of  it  you  can  do  many  bad  ones. 
In  the  possession  of  it  is  your  peace  and  your  power. 

"  And  there  is  a  fourth  thing  of  which  we  already  know  too  mudi.  There  is 
an  evil  spirit  whose  dominion  is  in  blindness  and  in  cowardice,  as  the  dominion  of 
the  Spirit  is  in  dear  sight  and  in  courage. 

*'  And  this  blind  and  cowardly  spirit  is  for  ever  telling  you  that  evil  things  are 
pardonable,  and  you  shall  not  die  for  them,  and  that  good  things  are  impossible 
and  you  need  not  live  for  them ;  and  that  gospel  of  his  is  now  the  loudest  that  is 
preached  in  your  Saxon  tongue 

"  You  wiU  find  some  day,  to  your  cost,  if  you  believe  the  first  part  of  it,  that  it 
is  not  true ;  but  you  may  never,  if  you  believe  the  second  part  of  it^  find  to  your 
gain,  that  also,  untrue  ;  and  therefore  I  pray  you  with  aU  earnestness  to  prove, 
and  know  within  your  hearts,  that  all  things  lovely  and  righteous  are  possible 
for  those  who  believe  in  their  possibility,  and  who  determine  that,  for  their  part, 
they  wiU  make  every  day's  work  coutribute  to  them.  Let  every  dawn  q( 
morning  be  to  yon  as  the  banning  of  life,  and  every  setting  sun  be  to  you  as  its 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


1870.]  Buskin's  New  Lectures  an  AH.  667 

dote ;  then  let  erery  ooe  of  these  short  Utss  have  its  rare  record  of  some  kindly 
thing  done  for  ctiien,  some  goodly  strength  or  knowledge  gaineil  for  yourselves  ; 
so.  from  day  to  day,  and  strength  to  strength,  you  shall  build  up  Indeed  by  Art, 
by  Thought,  and  by  Just  Will,  an  Ecolesia  of  England,  of  which  it  shall  not  be 
said,  '  See  what  manner  of  stones  are  here,'  hot  '  See  what  manner  of  men.'  ** 


Taming  to  the  products  of  the  individual  arts  he  finds  the 
characteristics  of  perfection  to  be  skill,  beauty,  and  likeness,  in 
jrraphic  arts ;  and  skjU,  beautj,  and  use,  in  the  architectural 
arts.  '^  Yon  must  have  the  three  in  each  group,  balanced  and 
co-ordinate ;  and  all  the  chief  errors  of  art  consist  in  losing  or 
exaggerating  one  of  these  elements."  He  says  the  main  nine- 
teenth-century infidelity  is  in  substituting  ^'mechanism  for 
skill,  photograph  for  picture,  cast-iron  for  sculpture."  "  You 
think  you  can  get  everything  by  grinding — ^music,  literature^ 
and  painting.  You  will  find  it  grievously  not  so ;  you  can  get 
nothing  but  dust  by  grinding."  So  "  you  must  have  the  skill ; 
you  must  have  the  beauty  which  is  the  highest  moral  element ; 
and  then,  lastly,  you  must  have  the  verity  or  utility,  which 
is  not  the  moral,  but  the  vital  element ;  and  this  desire  for 
verity  and  use  is  the  one  aim  of  the  three  that  always  leads  in 
great  schools,  and  in  the  minds  oi  great  masters,  without  any 
exception.  They  will  permit  themselves  in  awkwardness,  they 
will  permit  themselves  in  ugliness ;  but  they  will  never  per- 
mit themselves  in  uselessness  or  unveracity." 

If  we  inquire  what  Buskin  conceives  as  constituting  this 
ethical  condition  of  which  all  true  art  is  the  exponent,  we 
find  him  recc^nizing  as  the  two  essential  instincts  of  humanity, 
the  love  of  order  and  the  love  of  kindness.  And  the  former  he 
would  carefully  keep  from  being  subordinated  by  the  latter,  or 
being  overrun  by  it.  He  satirizes  the  rose-water  philanthropy 
of  modem  criminal  legislation.  "  We  have  taken  up  the 
benevolent  idea,  forsooth,  that  justice  is  to  be  preventive  instead 
of  vindictive ;  and  we  imagine  that  we  are  to  punish  not  in 
anger  but  in  expediency  ;  not  that  we  may  give  deserved  pain 
to  the  person  in  fault,  but  that  we  may  frighten  other  people 
from  committing  the  same  fault.  The  beantiftil  theory  of  this 
non- vindictive  justice  is,  that  having  convibted  a  man  of  a 
crime  worthy  of  death,  we  entirely  pardon  the  criminal,  restore 
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him  to  hifi  place  in  our  affectionfl  and  eeteem,  and  then  hang 
him,  not  as  a  malefactor,  but  as  a  scarecrow." 

But  the  ima^nation  has  a  part  in  all  true  art-creation.  In- 
deed Buskin  exalts  it  into  lordship  over  all  the  passions.  Even 
human  selfishness,  he  seems  to  think,  dies  out  and  disappears  at 
its  will.  "  People  would  instantly  care  for  others  as  well  as  them- 
selves, if  only  they  could  imagine  others  as  well  as  themselvee. 
Let  a  child  fall  into  the  river  before  the  roughest  man's  eyes ; 
he  will  usually  do  what  he  can  to  get  it  out,  even  at  some  risk 
to  hiiliself,  and  all  the  town  will  triumph  in  the  saving  of  one  lit- 
tle life.  Let  the  same  man  be  shown  that  hundreds  of  children 
are  dying  of  fever  for  want  of  some  sanitary  measure  which  it 
will  cost  him  trouble  to  urge,  and  he  will  make  no  effort,  and 
probably  all  the  town  would  resist  him  if  he  did."  So  he  leaves 
the  conclusion  with  his  hearers  "  that  all  you  can  rightly  do 
or  honorably  become,  depends  on  the  government  of  these  two 
instincts  of  order  and  kindness  by  this  great  imaginative 
faculty,  which  gives  you  inheritance  of  the  past,  grasp  of  the 
present,  authority  over  the  future." 

In  all  this  teaching  certainly  there  is  much  that  is  fresh  and 
rich  and  inspiring.  It  is  exceedingly  taking  and  plausible.  It 
is  yet,  it  must  be  confessed,  partial,  incomplete,  onesided,  and 
consequently,  so  far,  unsound  and  dangerous.  Let  us,  in  few 
words,  extract  the  new  and  true  and  put  the  partial  teachings 
in  their  true  relationship.  They  will  give  as,  we  think,  a  true, 
valuable,  inspiring  theory  of  art. 

First,  Art,  Ruskin  teaches  us,  is  productive  of  beauty.  The 
foil  truth  is,  all  fine  art,  in  so  far  as  fine,  is  concaned  with 
beauty,  immediately,  essentially,  characteristically.  All  tine 
art  seeks  as  its  end,  perfect  form  to  be  contemplated,  admired, 
loved  for  its  own  sake.  Just  so  far  as  we  fasten  our  attrition 
exclusively  on  the  form  of  an  object  and  so  are  absorbed 
with  its  beauty,  just  so  far  is  it  to  be  regarded  as  a  thii^  of  art, 
human  or  divine.  A  nd  reversely,  just  so  far  as  an  object  is  recog- 
nised as  one  of  fine  art,  it  is  beautiful.  Art  ceases  to  be  fine 
just  so  far  as  it  drops  form,  beauty  from  its  aim  and  its  work. 
Perfect  art,  divine  art  is  ever  beautiful,  useftil  or  good,  and  true, 
at  the  same  time.  Human  art  may  give  predominance  to  one 
or  the  other  of  these  constituents  that  must  enter  more  or  lees 
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into  every  rational  endeavor,  and  eo  make  its  product  pre- 
dominantly beautifhl  or  nsefdl. 

All  art,  further^  is  not  imitative  bnt  properly  creative.  Art 
may  sometimes  follow  copy ;  but  its  own  freedom  and  originali- 
ty rniist  inspire  and  rule  the  work  even  if  it  be  copy  or  it  ainka 
into  drudgery,  machitm-work,  and  ceases  to  be  rational  art. 
In  other  words,  there  is  no  true  art-production  where  there  is 
not  a  proper  ideal  or  fbnn  in  the  mind  of  the  artist  wbicb  it  is 
his  aim  to  body  forth  in  hia  work. 

All  art,  still  further,  is  expressive.  Rnskin  holds  that  it  is 
expres^sive  ever  of  ethical  states  j  or  rather  beseems  to  hold 
thi^  view,  while  he  shrinks  from  saying  expressly  that  it  always 
expresses  moral  ideas,  and  he  usee  the  vague  term  exponent ; — 
art  is  evet  expotient  of  etiiieal  condition.  But  this  is  but  partial 
truth  and  tends  to  mislead.  It  is  not  correct  to  say  thus,  that 
true  ait  can  express  only  moral  ideas,  except  in  the  sense  that 
all  human  eflbrt  ie  fmniediately  expressive  of  moral  ideas.  It 
is  true  that  man  never  drops  his  mora]  nature,  wlien  he 
piouijhs  or  when  he  cliats ; — when  he  labors  for  bread  or 
wagee,  or  talks  simply  as  pastime  or  for  the  coldest  intelloctual 
instruction.  It  is  trae,  moreover,  that  the  nioral  nature  is 
man's  highest,  deepest  nature ;  and  that  ait  when  expressing 
its  phases  in  fit  form,  yields  its  richest,  most  beau tifiit  protlucts. 
But  we  conveniently  and  rightly  distinguish  ideas  of  morality 
from  ideas  of  truth  and  ideaa  of  utility  ;  and  art  may  as  legit- 
imately express  these  latter  as  the  former.  We  need  therefore 
in  order  to  a  just  appreciation  of  art  to  extend  Rnskin's  too 
narrow  view,  and  embrace  within  its  proper  domain  all  rational 
ideas,  whether  of  truth,  beauty^  or  goodness,  any  of  which  it  is 
its  legitimate  function  to  express*  '^  Love  of  order  and  love  of 
kindness/'  are  not  the  exclnsive  instincti*  of  humanity  which 
jn^y  go  fortii  in  art,  unless  tiie  terms  are  imderstood  in  a  vagiiCj 
indeterminate  sense  as  inclusive  of  all  that  is  intuitively  asso* 
ciated  with  thoee  Instincts^  that  is,  all  that  lies  in  the  proper 
rational  nature  of  man.  The  comprehcmsive  c^wrdinate  in- 
stincts of  humanity  rather  are  three, — the  love  of  knowledge  or 
of  the  true,  the  love  of  the  beautiful  or  of  perfect  form  as  that 
which  may  1^  most  perfectly  felt,  the  love  of  the  good  and 
right ;  and  art  may  rightfully  express  any  one  of  these  ideas, 
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either  predominantly  or  in  any  lower  combination  with  the 
others.  But  this  is  the  essential  conception  of  all  art,  as  that 
whose  work  is  beauty,  that  it  is  expressive  of  idea ;  so  that  an 
object  is  beautiful,  the  perfect  work  of  art,  just  so  far  as  it  is 
recognized  as  expressive  of  idea,  and  as  form.  In  all  beauty, 
in  all  true  art,  there  must  be  idea ;  there  must  be  expression  of 
it. 

But,  once  more.  Buskin  recognizes  the  Imagination,  as  con- 
cerned in  all  fine  art,  as  governing  in  £Etct  in  alL  He  pro- 
nounces it  "  the  highest  faculty  of  the  human  mind."  It  rules 
the  instincts  which  are  the  roots  of  all  human  excellence.  But 
its  relation  to  art  is  obsurel}^  or  inexactly  represented;  his 
psychology  seems  to  be  imperfect  or  unsound.  If  however  we 
recognize  the  imagination  as  the  faculty  or  capacity  of  form  ; 
as  the  receptive  or  communicative  attribute  of  the  human  soul 
by  which  it  receives  or  communicates  idea ;  —capacity  of  form 
as  synonymous  with  sensibility,  and  faculty  of  form  as  synon- 
ymous with  artistic  creation,  communicative  energy ;  as  having 
to  do  with  the  idea  of  the  beautiful,  as  the  intelligence  with 
the  idea  of  the  true,  and  the  moral  nature  with  the  right  and 
the  good,  then  all  becomes  clear  in  regard  to  its  relation  to  art 
The  imagination  is  the  art-energy  in  all  art-production,  for 
art  is  but  the  producer  of  form.  Its  perfection  is  two-fold,  as 
it  is  both  capacity  and  faculty.  As  capacity,  its  perfection  lies 
in  the  loving  tenderness  and  affectionate  sympathy  of  its  sen- 
sibility and  whatever  enters  into  a  perfect  receptivity ;  as  fac- 
ulty, its  perfection  lies  in  its  power  to  fashion  and  to  form ;  to 
idealize  the  attributes  and  elements  which  are  most  significant 
and  expressive  ot  the  object  which  it  would  body  forth,  and  to 
shape  them  out  in  truest,  fittest  form ; — ^in  its  powei,  in  short, 
to  present  idea  most  perfectly  to  other  rational  spirit.  So  most 
truly  does  Ruskin  say,  in  respect  to  a  single  art,  **  the  secret  of 
language  is  the  secret  of  sympathy,  and  its  full  charm  is  pos- 
sible only  to  the  gentle.  And  thus  the  principles  of  beautiful 
speech  have  all  been  fixed  by  sincere  and  kindly  speech." 
Here  he  well  observes  we  discover  that  which  makes  the  art  of 
language  ^Hhe  fittest  instrument  of  a  gentleman's  education. 
To  teach  the  meaning  of  a  word  thoroughly,  i?  to  teach  the 
nature  of  the  spirit  that  coined  it." 
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^  Fine  art,  then,  to  sum  np  in  a  word  our  review  of  Ruskin's 
teachings,  as  we  would  correct  them  and  fill  them  out  in  com- 
plete relationship,  is  conversant  only  with  form,  with  beauty ; 
this  being  its  immediate  and  governing  aim.  It  is  creative, 
originative ;  it  is  imitative  only  in  the  large  sense  as  represen- 
tative of  the  artist's  ideal  of  an  object ;  it  ever  creates  form,  it 
product,  so  far  as  artistic,  being  not  substance,  not  thing  in 
itself,  but  thing  in  its  form.  It  ever  expresses  idea,  so  tlmt 
without  idea  revealed  in  its  product,  it  runs  into  vanity  and 
emptiness,  and  ceases  to  be  rational  art.  As  energy,  it  is  the 
imagination,  the  faculty  of  form,  to  which  corresponds  the  sen- 
sibility, as  the  capacity  of  form.  All  art  is  moral,  is  exponent 
of  the  ethical  condition,  only  as  the  artistic  nature  is  the  ra- 
tional nature,  which  is  essentially  moral ;  and  hence  the  most 
perfect  artistic  energy  is  but  the  most  perfect  rational  energy, 
viewed  specially  in  respect  to  the  form  which  it  assumes  in  its 
outgoing,  not  in  respect  to  the  beneficent  end  which  it  reaches 
or  the  right  direction  which  it  takes,  nor  yet  in  respect  to  the 
relations  between  its  essential  parts  or  attributes  or  to  other 
outgoings  of  rational  energy.  Art  is  characterized  as  fine  in  so 
far  as  its  end  or  aim  terminates  in  the  form,  not  in  the  benefi- 
cent result,  nor  in  the  mere  enlightenment ;  in  so  far  as  it  ad- 
dresses preeminently  and  predominantly  the  passive  imagina- 
tion or  sensibility,  not  the  moral  nature  or  the  intelligence ;  in 
so  far,  in  fine,  as  its  intended  product  is  perfertest  form  in  itself 
not  good  nor  truth.  We  need  to  add,  to  prevent  misconcep- 
tion, that  perfect  art,  as  outworking  of  a  rational  nature,  must  of 
very  necessity  be  moral  and  be  true. 

But  we  have  not  in  this  summing  up  of  a  ftill  theory  of  art, 
disposed  of  Ruskin's  observation,  that  the  graphic  arts  must 
have  skill,  beauty,  and  likeness,  or  truth ;  and  the  architectural 
arts,  skill,  beauty,  and  utility.  All  art  must  have  skill;  for 
skill  is  but  intelligent  power,  or  free  and  full  energy  working 
intelligently.  All  art  must  have  beauty  ;  for  beauty  is  the  one 
aim  and  end  of  art,  as  we  have  seen.  And  all  art  must  be  in 
accordance  with  truth,  that  is,  must  represent  ever  so  as  to 
preserve  the  identity  of  relationship  between  every  object  as  a 
whole  and  its  parts;  for  it  cannot,  unless  fatally  to  itself,  vio 
late  the  intelligent  nature  to  which  it  belongs.    If  its  specific 
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object  be,  as  in  the  graphic  arts,  to  represent  an  object ;  it  can- 
not do  this  bat  as  it  represents  truly.  But,  what  Ruskin  and 
excessive  pre-raphaelitism  too  often  overlook,  art  represents  not 
the  object  in  itself,  bn  only  the  artist's  ideal  of  that  object  • 
and  hence  the  truth  which  graphic  art  is  to  observe,  lies  not  in 
the  countenance  or  landscape  in  itself,  hut  in  this  ideal  of  it- 
Further,  all  art,  in  the  same  way,  must  be  beneficent,  or  useful, 
for  the  artistic  nature  is,  as  already  observed,  essentially  moral, 
and  cannot  but  in  suicide  iofnore  or  belie  its  own  nature.  Ar- 
chitecture, and  oratory,  it  should  be  remarked,  however,  are 
arts  in  which  pure  form  is  not,  as  it  is  in  ideal  sculpture  and 
painting,  the  exclusive  end  or  object ;  but  an  end  of  utility  is 
combined  with  the  pure  artistic  end  which  is  ever  beauty  or 
perfect  form.  We  find  here,  as  everywhere  in  Ruskin's  wri- 
tings, very  accurate  and  keen,  but  incomplete  observation  ; 
partial,  not  entire  apprehension ;  vivid  insight,  vicious  gene- 
ralization. 

II.  The  rdatim^  of  Art^  as  they  are  presented  or  suggested 
in  these  lectures,  we  may  dispose  of  more  summarily.  Only 
the  relations  of  art  to  its  sources  and  its  ends  are  regarded  ; 
and  these  are  considered  in  the  three  lectures  severally  devoted 
to  the  relations  of  art  to  Religion,  to  morals,  and  to  use.  Re- 
pudiating the  notion  that  the  fine  arts  are  *'  merely  modes  of 
graceful  recreation  and  a  new  resource  for  times  of  rest,"  Rus- 
kin claims  that  "  all  great  arts  have  ft)r  their  object  either  the 
support  or  exaltation  of  human  life, — usually  both,"  and  "  form 
one  united  system  from  which  it  is  impossible  to  remove  any 
part  without  harm  to  the  rest."  They  "  have  had,  and  can 
have,  but  three  principal  directions  of  purpose  or  functions  ; 
first,  that  of  enforcing  the  religion  of  men  ;  secondly,  that  of 
perfecting  their  ethical  state ;  thirdly,  that  of  doing  them  ma- 
terial service." 

We  do  not  find  as  we  should  not  look  for  logical  complete- 
ness or  logical  consistency  in  his  treatment  of  these  relations ; 
but  we  shall  find  original  observations,  and  inspiring  sugges- 
tions. We  note  at  once  a  fatal  omission  in  his  enumeration  of 
the  generic  functions  of  art ;  for  certainly  it  is  as  truly  a  legit- 
imate function  of  art  to  further  science,  to  reveal  truth,  as  to 
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8ub8erve  the  interests  of  religion,  or  of  morals,  or  of  physical 
comfort.  This  indeed  Ruskin  expressly  teaches.  It  is  a  very 
faulty  classificatiou  of  human  wants  ministered  to  by  art  into 
these  three  of  religion,  morals,  and  comfort. 

But  well  and  truly  does  he  insist  that  all  that  art  which,  as 
having  connection  with  religion  is  denominated  religious  art 
and  so  in  its  general  and  ultimate  end  aims  to  incite,  purify, 
and  exalt  the  religions  spiht,  must  spring  from  a  religious 
source.  Most  admirable  is  the  sentiment  in  which  this  view 
lies  couched :— "  We  may  have  splendor  of  art  again,  and  with 
that  we  may  truly  praise  and  honor  our  Maker,  and  with  that 
set  forth  the  beauty  and  holiness  of  all  that  He  has  made ;  but 
only  after  we  have  striven  with  our  whole  hearts  first  to  sanc- 
tify the  temple  of  the  body  and  spirit  of  every  child  that  has 
no  roof  to  cover  its  head  from  the  cold,  and  no  walls  to  guard 
its  soul  from  corruption  in  this  our  English  land." 

His  definition  of  religion  is  evidently  strained  to  meet  the 
demands  of  some  theory  or  some  special  use.  He  says  he  uses 
the  "word  'religion'  as  signifying  the  feelings  of  love,  reverence, 
or  dread,  with  which  the  human  mind  is  affected  by  its  concep- 
tions  of  spiritual  being."  In  his  view,  accordingly,  as  he  ex- 
pressly says,  "  there  are  many  religions,  but  there  is  only  one 
morality." 

A  like  instance  of  logical  weakness  and  viciousness,  or  of  ca- 
pricious use  of  terms  appears,  in  this  connection,  in  his  oppo- 
sition of  the  two  Prides  which  he  represents  as  the  source  of 
the  '^  fatalest  darkness  "  in  the  interpetation  of  religious  sym- 
bolical art ; — "  the  Pride  of  Faith,  which  imagines  that  the 
nature  of  the  Deity  can  be  defined  by  its  convictions ;  and  the 
Pride  of  Science,  which  Imagines  that  the  energy  of  Deity  can 
be  explained  by  its  analysis." 

In  truth,  his  general  treatment  of  the  relations  of  art  to 
religion  are  extremely  vague,  misty,  illogical,  and  unsatisfactory, 
yielding,  however,  here  and  there,  delightful  fruits  of  just  ob- 
servation and  feeling. 

As  in  its  relation  to  religior),  so  also  to  morals,  true  art  must 
spring  from  a  moral  source.  "  You  must  have  the  right  moral 
state  first,  or  you  cannot  have  the  art."  "  Accurately,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  riglitness  of  the  cause  and  purity  of  the  emotion,  is 
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the  possibility  of  the  fine  art.  A  maiden  may  sing  of  her  lost 
love ;  but  a  miser  cannot  sing  of  his  lost  money."  "  With 
mathematical  precision,  snbject  to  no  error  or  exception,  the  art 
of  a  nation,  so  far  as  it  exists,  is  an  exponent  of  its  ethical 
state."  And  so  he  claims  that  the  "  love  of  beauty  is  an  es- 
sential part  of  all  healthy  human  nature;  though  it  can  long 
coexist  with  states  of  life  in  many  other  respects  unvirtuous,  it 
is  itself  whollv  good  ; — the  direct  adversary  of  envy,  avarice, 
mere  worldly  care,  and  especially  of  cruelty." 

In  the  relation  of  art  to  use,  he  discovers  a  two-fold  office  ;— 
"  it  gives  Form  to  knowledge,  and  Grace  to  utility."  The  ex- 
pression is  a  characteristic  specimen  of  Ruskin's  specious  rhet- 
oric ;  and  indicates  a  remarkable  blindness  to  the  most  vital 
relations  in  art.  The  essential  function  of  art  is  to  create 
form  ;  and  it  gives  form  to  knowledge  in  no  other  sense  than 
to  utility,  aa  it  also  as  truly  gives  grace  to  knowledge  as  to 
utility.  And  when  he  proceeds  on  the  following  page  to  em- 
phasize his  assertion  "  that  the  entire  vitality  of  art  depends 
upon  its  being  either  full  of  truth  or  fiill  of  use,  and  that  how- 
ever pleasant,  wonderful,  or  impressive  it  may  be  in  itself,  it 
must  yet  be  of  an  inferior  kind,  and  tend  to  deeper  infirmity, 
unless  it  has  clearly  one  of  these  main  objects, — either  to  state 
a  true  thing,  or  to  adorn  a  serviceable  one^  he  leads  us  into  a 
fog  and  mist  in  regard  to  his  whole  theory  of  art,  out  of  which 
we  can  discern  no  way  of  escape.  He  had  repeatedly  given 
forth  in  elaborated  form  of  utterance  that  the  three  sole  func- 
tions of  art  are  to  enforce  religion,  to  perfect  morals,  and  do  ma- 
terial service ;  and  now  ignoring  the  first  two  functions,  he 
restricts  the  entire  vitality  of  art  to  the  third — to  use,  which 
yet  is  here  no  longer  mere  material  service  alone,  but  promo- 
tion of  knowledge  also.  Evidently  he  has  no  well-settled  the- 
ory of  art.  He  has  never  thought  out  its  essential  properties 
and  its  relations,  and  carefully  distinguished  them.  He  is, 
hence,  ever  mixing  up  the  ideas  which  art  expresses  with  the 
proper  beauty  which  art  produces,  and  this  beauty,  which  is 
the  sole,  immediate  end  of  art,  so  far  as  pure  or  aesthetic,  with 
the  remote  end  of  art  or  the  motive  to  art,  which  may  be  some 
utility ;  as  also  the  ideas  expressed  and  the  beautiful  forms 
given  in  the  expression  with  the  conditions  of  art-expression. 
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Thus,  he  says,  as  if  characterizing  fully  the  two  classes  of  arts, 
that  in  the  graphic  arts  you  have  skill,  beauty,  and  likeness, 
which  last  element  he  afterwards  calls  verity,  and  in  the  archi- 
tectural arts,  you  have  skill,  beauty,  and  nse.  Beauty,  he 
seems  to  conceive  of  as  a  coordinate  attribute  with  skill,  as  if 
there  could  be  supposed  beauty  in  art  without  skill.  Either 
the  imposing  announcement  is  an  empty  truism  or  it  is  decep- 
tive. If  he  simply  means  that  all  perfect,  graphic  art  must 
have  skill,  that  is,  power  to  render,  we  need  not  be  told  that ; 
nor  that  perfect  art,  whose  sole  function  it  is  to  produce  beauty, 
must  give  beauty,  if  it  produce  at  all ;  nor  yet,  that  where  it 
undertakes  to  imitate,  it  must  imitate  or  produce  likeness.  But 
Ruskin  intended  something  more  than  these  bald  truisms.  If, 
however,  the  enunciation  be  taken  as  embracing,  coordinately, 
all  the  essential  characters  of  graphic  art,  the  statement  is  in- 
correct. The  truth  is  that  all  art  consists  in  rendering  idea, 
and  its  one  comprehensive  result  is  form.  All  idea  is  true, 
beautiful,  and  good,  while  it  may  be  regarded  tor  the  time  by 
us  more  or  less  exclusively  and  predominantly  as  the  one  or  the 
other.  While  art  properly  has  to  do  with  form,  it  may  so  ren- 
der the  true  in  its  form  that  the  true  shall  prevail  in  itsirapres- 
.  sion  on  the  mind  contemplating  the  product ;  it  may  so  teach 
rather  than  awaken  admiring  emotion,  and  it  is  then  preemi- 
nently didactic  art.  Or  it  may  seek  solely  perfect  form  ;  it  is 
then  fine  art,  aesthetic  art ;  and  its  legitimate  effect  is  loving 
admiration.  Or  still  further  it  may  in  its  rendering  in  form 
seek  some  good ;  it  is  then  useful  art ;  its  proper  effect  is  be- 
neficent. But  didactic  art  must  have  form  or  beauty ;  and 
thus  one  contemplating  mind  may  absorb  itself  with  the  beauty, 
while  another  may  be  taken  up  with  the  truth  revealed.  Just 
so  with  useful  art.  The  arts  thus  are  properly  discriminated 
by  the  more  immediate,  specific  end  proposed  or  attained  by 
the  artist,  or  according  as  he  proposes  to  make  the  true,  the 
beautiful,  or  the  good  the  more  prominent  idea.  Yet  the  true 
cannot  be,  except  as  involving  the  beautiful  and  the  good.  All 
teaching  art  must,  if  perfect,  please,  that  is,  be  in  perfect  form, 
be  beautiful ;  all  fine  art  must,  also,  instruct  and  also  profit  as 
well  as  please ;  and  all  useful  art  must  be  in  truth  and  in  beauty 
to  reach  the  highest  utility. 
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In  the  same  manner,  the  elements  of  artistic  genios  are  com. 
prehensively  the  three  so  justly  and  philosophically  enume- 
rated  by  the  Apostle  Paul  as  making  up  the  Christian  spirit, 
"power,  love,  and  sound  mind;"  for  the  spirit  of  piety,  of  art, 
of  all  rational  culture  is  the  same  in  its  general,  constituent 
elements,  and  they  are  of  such  close  affinity,  that  perfection  in 
one  cannot  be  but  in  connection  with  the  others. 

There  must  be  skill  in  all  art,  indeed,  but  skill  is  not  the 
exclusive  element  of  artistic  excellence.  There  must  be  verity 
and  utility  in  all  art,  but  verity  and  utility  are  only  the  remo- 
ter incidental  ends  in  fine  sesthetic  art,  and  all  art  must  proceed 
alike  in  verity  and  result  in  utility. 

III.  We  shall  dismiss  our  notice  of  Buskin's  doctrine  <rf 
method  in  art,  with  a  specification  of  a  most  just  and  most 
important  principle,  applicable  to  all  art,  to  oratory  and  poetry, 
to  music  and  to  sculpture,  as  to  painting,  to  which  it  is  inune- 
diately  applied, — indeed  applicable  to  all  culture  conceived  as 
the  formation  of  a  perfect  character.  In  its  application  to 
painting,  it  is  thus  expressed : — "  arrange  broad  masses  and 
colors  first,  and  put  the  details  into  them  afterwards."  Or,  to 
state  the  principle  in  its  generic  form  and  as  applicable  to  all 
art  and  to  all  culture : — begin  with  the  whole,  proceed  to  the 
part.  This  method,  Ruskin  observes,  is  the  reverse  of  the  usual 
method ;  but  he  vindicates  it  as  the  natural  method,  and  fol- 
lowed by  all  successful  artists ;  as  less  irksome  than  the  reverse 
method  and  more  definite,  and  as  facilitating  and  renderiog 
more  instructive  the  study  of  models.  Its  importance  may  be 
exemplified  in  the  art  of  discourse.  Here  the  principle  requires 
that  the  orator  or  writer  first  conceive  in  definite  outline  the 
entire  scope  and  object  of  his  discourse,  as  well  as  the  extent 
of  his  theme,  before  he  enters  upon  the  parts,  or  the  filling  up. 
To  proceed  in  the  reverse  way  of  beginning  with  no  concep- 
tion of  the  total  design,  and  going  on  from  one  part  to  another 
with  no  such  notion  of  the  whole,  must  ever  hinder  the  highest 
achievement  in  any  particular  oratorical  or  literary  effort;  as 
the  habit  of  thus  writing  or  speaking  must  ever  hinder  growth 
in  oratorical  skill  and  power.  So  in  culture,  in  the  highest, 
christian  culture,  the  beginning  must  be  in  the  adoption  of  the 
whole  spirit  of  piety  and  the  progress  be  then  in  filling  up  the 
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details  of  Ohrifltian  living ; — conversion  first,  progressive  sano- 
tification  in  particulars  afterwards.  To  begin  with  the  adop- 
tion of  one  Christian  virtue,  although  this  is  better  certainly 
than  not  to  begin  at  all,  is  to  hinder  perfect  attainment,  to 
have  such  attainment  liable  to  failure.  So  in  regard  to  each 
part  of  culture,  the  principle  prescribes  that  it  be  taken  up 
first  as  a  whole  and  then  the  progress  be  in  filling  up  and  per- 
fecting the  details. 

We  have  no  space  to  exhibit  the  application  of  this  principle 
to  all  art  and  all  culturej  or  even  to  do  more  than  indicate  in 
this  most  general  way  its  applicabilitj  and  importance  to  any. 
But  we  deem  it  fiindament^  in  all  training ;  and  place  the 
inculcation  of  it  among  those  many  teachings  of  Ruskin  which 
reach  down  so  deep  and  are  so  suggestive  to  every  thoughful 
and  aspiring  mind. 

VOL.    XXDL  4S 
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Article  VH.— A  VOICE  FROM  **  SQUASHVILLE :"  A  LET- 
TER TO  THE  NEW  ENGLANDER  FROM  THE  **REV. 
MR.  PICKERING." 

Mr.  W.  W.  Phelps,  in  his  speech  at  the  last  oommencement 
dinner,  spoke  of"  Rev.  Mr.  Pickering  of  Squash  ville,"  as  a  cleri- 
cal member  of  the  corporation  of  Yale  College,  and  described 
him  as  ^'  exhausted  with  keeping  a  few  sheep  in  the  wilder- 
ness." He  will  not  charge  me  with  excessive  modesty  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  with  any  unreasonable  self-esteem  on  the  other, 
if  I  assume  that  I  am  the  unfortunate  individual  thus  referred 
to.  If  I  am  not,  I  do  not  know  who  is.  Any  one  of  the  ten 
clerical  Fellows  has  a  right  to  assume  that  the  courtesy  was  in- 
tended for  him ;  and  my  right  is  at  least  as  good  as  that  of  any 
of  my  nine  associates. 

When  I  heard  Mr.  Phelps  on  that  occasion,  I  was  not  sure 
that  I  saw  precisely  the  aim  of  his  discourse ;  on  reading  and 
re-perusing  what  seems  to  be  his  own  report  of  his  speech,  my 
perplexity  is  not  entirely  removed,  fle  undertakes  to  repre- 
sent '^  the  younger  alunmi,"  and  to  express  their  dissatisfaction 
with  "  the  management  of  the  college."  He  admits  that  in 
scholarship  it  "  keeps  progress  with  the  age,"  but  he  holds  that 
in  everything  else  it  is  behind  the  times.  He  ^^  finds  no  fault 
with  the  m^n"  who  manage,  but  "  much  fault  with  the  ^rit 
of  the  management."  The  men  with  whom  he  finds  no  fault 
are  "  the  President  and  Professors,"  whose  "  superiority  to 
ordinary  men  "  he  recognizes  with  growing  "  admiration  and 
love."  He  claims  for  President  Woolsey  what  the  Spanish 
orator  said  of  Lincoln,  *'  Humblest  of  the  humble  before  his 
own  soul,  greatest  of  the  great  before  the  world."  He  "  claims 
for  Porter,  Hadley,  Thacher,  and  their  noble  associates"  noth- 
ing less  than  "  the  highest  moral  and  intellectual  gifts  un- 
selfishly devoted  to  the  cause  of  edocatiou."  But — oddly 
enough — while  the  men  who  manage  are  so  transcendently  gift- 
ed and  self-sacrificing,  ''  the  spirit  of  the  management,"  with- 
out any  iault  on  their  part,  is  just  that  which  does  not  ^^  keep 
progress  with  the  age." 
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Thus  far  the  fault-finding,  though  it  strikes  expressly  at  every 
thing  except  the  "  scholarship  "  which  that  defective  manage- 
ment produces,  is  not  very  specific.  Mr.  Phelps  had  indeed 
t/>ld  us  that  "the  spirit  of  the  management "  is  "  too  conserva- 
tive and  narrow ;  "  but  in  that  proposition  the  subject  ("spirit 
of  the  management  ")  is  indefinite,  and  the  predicate  ("  too 
conservative  and  narrow  ")  is  equally  indefinite.  We,  there- 
fore, whose  misfortune  is  to  be  Pickerings,  and  to  live  and 
labor  in  our  several  Squash villes  instead  of  flourishing  under 
the  municipal  government  of  New  York,  expected  that,  onr 
friend  would  condescend  to  some  specifications  of  the  "  too 
conservative  and  narrow  "  spirit  in  which  our  college  is  man- 
aged by  the  President  and  Professors.  And  what  did  he  say? 
Here  it  is  in  his  own  words  : 

"  The  Collet^e  wants  a  liyiog  oonneotion  with  the  world  without — an  infusion 
of  Bome  of  the  new  blood  which  throbs  in  every  vein  of  this  mighty  republic — 
a  knowledge  of  what  is  wanted  in  the  scenes  for  which  Fale  educates  her  ohU- 
dren : — this  living  connection  with  the  outer  world — ^this  knowledge  of  people's 
wants,  can  be  acquired  only  from  those  who  are  in  the  people  and  of  the  people.** 

Is  it  SO  ?  Is  there  now  no  connection  between  Tale  College 
(Mr.  P.  evidently  means  the  Academical  department)  and  the 
world  without  ?  One-fourth  of  all  the  students  come  into  col- 
lege every  year  fresh  from  the  outside  world ;  another  fourth 
every  year  drop  ont  of  college  into  the  same  world ;  and  for  the 
space  of  three  months  in  each  year,  every  mother's  son  of  them 
is  quite  cut  off  from  cloistered  life,  and  is  tossing  about  in  the 
same  great  world  with  Mr.  Phelps  and  the  rest  of  us.  Surely 
the  vital  connection  between  the  students  and  the  interest  and 
sympathies  of  their  homes  is  never  sundered  by  their  being  in 
coli^e;  and  their  homes,  if  they  have  any  on  this  sublunar 
sphere,  are  in  the  world  without.  And  what  of  the  Professors  ? 
Do  they  not  live  in  the  world  as  really  as  other  Christians? 
Are  they  nothing  but  mummied  specimens  of  Mediaeval,  or,  at 
the  latest,  Puritan  humanity  1  When  they  go  into  the  streets, 
do  they  wear  the  costume  of  some  buried  age,  and  stare  like 
ghosts  revisiting  the  glimpses  of  the  moon  ?  Do  they  go  about 
like  Johnny  Look-in-the-air,  stumbling  into  ditches  because 
they  cannot  see  what  lies  before  them  ?  Tliey  are  citizens  in 
a  free  commonwealth — householders,  husbands,  fathers ;  and  is 
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not  that  connection  with  the  outer  world  just  as  ntal  as  if^  in- 
stead of  being  protesBors,  they  were  ehoemakera  or  Btock-]ob- 
bers  f  They  read  the  daily  newspapers ;  and  though  few  of 
them  have  time  to  study  all  the  fluctuations  of  Wall  street, 
they  have  reason  to  know  exactly,  for  they  feel  continually,  the 
difference  between  gold  and  currency.  They  have  dealings 
with  butchers  and  grocers,  like  other  heads  of  £unilies  Their 
wives  go  a-shopping,  and  they  pay  the  bills,  like  other  good 
husbands.  Being  not  only  citizens  but  voters,  they  are  inter- 
ested in  all  public  questions.  They  have  opinions  of  their 
own  not  only  about  the  war  in  Europe,  but  also  about  all  sorts 
of  matters  nearer  home,  from  the  election  of  an  alderman  to  the 
election  of  a  President,  the  reconstruction  of  reconquered  States, 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  the  Alabama  question  with 
Great  Britain,  and  the  general  American  policy  of  protecting 
everybody's  industry  by  oppressing  the  industry  of  everybody 
else.  If  they  have  not  a  vital  connection  with  the  world  ou^ 
side  of  their  lecture  rooms,  how  can  it  be  made  out  that  any 
man  has  a  vital  connection  with  the  world  outside  of  his  own 
warehouse  or  workshop  ?  Mr.  Phelps,  no  doubt,  has  a  vital 
connection  with  the  world  of  New  York,  but  his  connection 
with  the  world  outside  is  somewhat  defective  if  he  does  not 
know  that  one  of  our  Professors  was  even  talked  of  for  Gover- 
nor and  has  been  defeated  as  a  candidate  for  congress.  At 
this  moment  one  of  the  Academical  Faculty  holds  an  important 
office  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  another 
occupies  a  place  of  trust  and  honor  (without  much  pay)  in  the 
government  of  Connecticut.  I  cannot  see  that,  either  on  the 
part  of  the  students  or  on  the  part  of  the  Faculty,  there  is  any 
want  of  a  natural  and  healthy  connection  between  the  coll^ 
and  the  great  world  of  human  society. 

But  I  must  not  forget  that  our  friend  (for  most  heartly  do  I 
recognise  him  as  a  friend  of  his  Ahna  Mater)  gives  another 
specification  under  his  sweeping  charge  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  college — or  the  spirit  of  it — is  "too  conserva- 
tive and  narrow."  Speaking  in  the  name  of  "young  Yale" 
he  affirms  that  the  growth  of  the  college  is  checked  by  the 
"  utter  absence  "  of  "  that  worldiness  which  is  not  inconsistent 
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witb  godlinee^," — in  other  words  (as  he  erpkiDs  it),  *'  that 
i-ecnfrBitioTT  of  human  weakne&s  aod  infirmity  **  t^  which  all  snc- 
ces«ful  men  '*  cater,"  He  illiistrates  the  importance  of  catering 
to  human  weakness  bj  Baying, 

'*  Don^t  let  Harrmpd,  our^ent  rival,  ftlona  haT«  the  benefit  of  it--l«t  Tale  con- 
deacend  to  be  worldly- wiie.  The  son  of  a  President  10  About  flntermg  coll*'ge. 
Yale  fkHji,  it  is  worlilly  U  secure  him.  We  will  make  no  effort  to  secure  him. 
Saludy  Tale  folds  her  arms  lo  Irue  dignity  of  iiajntliD«its,  aad  jouttg  Viokaburg 
goeta  to  HarTard.  The  presa^  in  a  telegram »  carries  tbe  fact  to  hamlet  and  prairie, 
and  ihe  f&me  of  Harfard  enters  a  thousand  botiaebolda  for  the  first  time.  It  is 
cornmBflcemeut  tim** ;  Yite  lap,  Learaing,  Dot  fastinty,  Is  the  true  object  of  a 
college.  We  will  out  cater  to  the  ireakne9««9  of  alumut  by  offeriug  other  attrae- 
tioui  than  the  phUoaopbicjU  orations  of  its  gradunting  elass.  Five  huedred  Yaleo- 
aiuD!*»  rn^adiog  a  Y6ry  little  impetui  to  gatlier  them  under  tbe  old  trees,  find 
nothing,  and  itaj  a  way.  Five  hunded  HarTard  mm,  neediog  tbe  same  impetua, 
pack  their  portmauteaaa  aod  go  to  Cambridge  beeause  Lord  Lacklaw  and  the 
Hull.  Mr.  Blower,  the  diitinguiabed  senate  frora  Alaala,  will  be  on  the  platforni. 
Harvard  takes  great  poete  and  hietoriaiu  to  fill  its  vacatit  Profeasor^htps,— Yale 
takcd  boys^  who  hare  proved  their  qnalificatioua  by  gettfug  their  wiDdows  broken 
aa  tutom,^ 

Excuse  mj  making  so  lung  a  quotation,  I  mi^lit  have  ex- 
pomd  myself  to  a  charge  of  niigrapresentation,  had  I  attempts 
ed  to  give  the  substance  of  it  in  any  fewer  words.  Here  then 
we  have  the  thhi^  fairly  eet  forth^ — that  world i in e^  within  tho 
limits  of  godUnesa — that  catering  to  lumian  weakness  and  iri- 
tinriity^ — which  is  the  grand  secret  of  success;  and  'which 
abounda  at  Harvard  hut  is  utterly  absent  from  Yale.  See  hi>w 
bleased  it  is  to  have  worldly  wi&dom !  Harvard,  after  the  fash- 
ion of  a  New  York  dry-goods  jobbing  honse,  Bends  nut  *' drum- 
mers" to  beat  up  for  cu&toiuere;  and  behold  *' joang  Vicks- 
burg  "  goeB  to  Cambridge^  when,  if  Yale  had  only  drummed 
loud  enough,  he  might  have  gone  to  New  Haven,  Harvard 
makes  her  c^jmmencements  attractive  to  the  high  cnltnre  of  lier 
alumni  by  obtaining  tbe  presence  of  Lord  Lacklaw  and  Senator 
Blower ;  while  Yale  offers  to  her  assemWed  graduates  nothing 
more  sensational  than  a  discourse  from  the  illustrious  Pi'esident 
nf  Princeton.  Harvard  puts  great  poets  and  historians  into  her 
vacant  professoi-ships,— while  Yale  generally  takes  for  profes- 
sors in  her  Academical  Faculty  young  men  whom  she  hert^elf 
has  trained  in  and  for  the  business  of  college  teaching*  Admit- 
ting tliat  all  this  about  Harvard  is  true— which  1  do  most 
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potently  disbelieve — I  will  venture  to  say  what  we  who  live  at 
Squashville  think  about  the  worldly  wisdom  which  our  friend 
esteems  so  highly. 

1.  This  Mr.  Worldly-wise-man  (whom  I  do  by  no  means 
identify  with  our  friend  his  admirer)  is  a  snob.  In  my  par- 
ticular Squashville,  and  in  all  the  Squash villes,  we  have  a  very 
high  regard  for  President  Grant ;  but  we  discriminate  broadly 
between  him  and  that  respectable  old  gentleman  Mr.  Jesse 
Grant,  and  just  as  broadly  between  the  President  and  that  un- 
doubtedly respectable  young  man  his  son,  now  supposed  to  be 
a  Freshman  at  Cambridge.  K  President  Grant's  son  is  a  good 
boy  and  a  bright  one,  he  is  worth  as  much  in  a  well-r^^ated 
college  as  any  other  boy  of  the  same  mental  and  moral  quality 
— and  no  more.  I  venture  to  suggest  that,  especially  in  the 
United  States,  the  university  or  college  that  attempts  to  thrive 
by  tuft-hunting  is  making  itself  contemptible,  and  can  be  saved 
only  by  being  cured  of  its  snobbishness.  The  suggestion  that 
the  "management"  of  Harvard  College  has  taken  special 
pains  to  get  President  Grant's  son  under  its  tuition — though 
intended  as  a  compliment — could  hardly  be  accepted  as  better 
than  an  insult. 

Mr.  Phelps  may  regard  it  as  a  new  pro»»f  of  poor  Picker- 
ing's incapacity,  if  I  tell  him  frankly  that  in  Squashville  every 
tub  is  'expected  to  stand  on  its  own  bottom,  and  not  on  the 
bottom  of  any  ancestral  tub  however  great  or  glorions.  In 
our  way  of  thinking,  the  value  of  a  student  is  measured  by 
what  he  is,  and  not  by  his  father's  oflScial  or  social  position,  nor 
by  the  wealth  which  he  is  expected  to  inherit.  The  glory  of 
a  college  is  not  in  the  parentage  of  the  boys  who  go  into  it, 
but  in  the  cultured  manliness  of  the  men  who  come  out  of  it. 
For  that  reason  I  would  rather  that  the  young  men  who  resort 
to  Yale  College  should  be  the  sons  of  middle  class  families,  or 
even  of  families  whose  life  is  a  struggle  with  poverty,  than  that 
they  should  be  sons  of  millionaires,  and  if  I  were  to  choose  be- 
tween two  young  men  equal  in  talent  and  in  moral  qualities — one 
the  son  of  a  President,  or  of  a  Secretary  of  State,  or  of  a  railroad 
king, — and  the  other  the  son  of  a  Connecticut  farmer,  or  of  a 
working  mechanic,  or  of  a  country  pastor — I  would  say  give 
us  the  young  man  who  knows  that  he  must  be  the  architect  of 
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his  own  fortune  and  is  compelled  to  be  frugal,  and  let  the  other 
go  to  Harvard  or  anywhere  else,  if  he  most  go  where  he  will 
be  flattered  because  of  his  father's  money  or  his  father's  posi- 
tion. Let  our  college  be  attractive  to  young  men  whose  edu- 
cation is  to  be  achieved  by  strenuous  eflPbrt  and  more  stren nous 
self  denial, — let  the  tone  of  sentiment  in  the  college  and  the 
scale  of  necessary  expenditure  be  determined  by  their  influence ; 
and  every  rich  man  whose  son  is  worth  having  as  a  student 
will  be  in  earnest  to  have  his  son  educated  at  Yale,  rather  than 
at  any  college  that  sends  out  drummers  to  gather  in  young 
men  from  ^*  the  first  families,"  and  where  the  habits  of  the 
academic  body  are  molded  by  deference  to  wealth  and  station. 

2.  As  for  the  practice  of  appointing  celebrated  poets  and 
historians  to  vacant  professorships,  it  may  suffice  to  say  (without 
inquiring  whether  there  is  or  has  been  such  a  practice  at  Har- 
vard) that  Yale  appoints  its  professors  in  the  Academical  De- 
partment with  the  expectation  that  they  will  be  efficient  teach- 
ers, and  will  make  teaching  rather  than  the  writing  of  poetry 
or  history  the  business  of  their  lives ;  and  that  therefore  it 
rarely  appoints  one  who  has  not  served  some  sort  of  apprentice- 
ship in  the  work  of  teaching.  We  in  Sqnashville  are  not  con- 
vinced that  Brainerd,  or  Percival,  or  Willis,  would  have  been 
worth  more  in  a  professor's  chair  than  any  one  of  our  living 
professors,  or  of  those  whose  names  are  starred  in  the  catalogue. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Phelps  could  contrive  some  way  in  which  a 
"  great"  poet  (whose  poetry  is  convertible  into  cash  over  the 
counter  of  his  publisher  at  the  rate  of  a  gold  eagle  for  every 
stanza)  can  be  persuaded  to  doff  "  his  singing  robes "  and 
bend  himself  to  the  prosaic  work  of  teaching  undergraduates ; 
— or  could  tell  how  a  historian  (one  who  is  already  great  and 
for  whose  not  yet  written  volumes,  printers  and  translators  are 
impatiently  waiting)  can  be  induced  to  relinquish  his  unfinish- 
ed life-work,  and,  instead  of  writing  history  for  admiring 
nations,  consent  to  teach  in  college  class-rooms. 

For  this  too  narrow  and  conservative  spirit  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  college,  Mr.  Phelps  proposes  a  remedy  which  he 
is  sure  will  be  of  sovereign  efficacy.  His  plan  is,  for  substance, 
to  abolish  the  existing  corporation  and  to  place  the  legislative 
and  appointing  power  of  the  university,  and  the  custody  of  its 
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endowments,  in  the  hancU  of  a  board  or  council  chofsen  by  the 
annual  mass-meetings  of  Alnmni.    This  plan  of  reconstrnction 
is  explained  and  supported  by  two  writers  in  the  "  Nation,'' 
for  Aug.  11,  and  Sept.  1,  who  profess  to  represent  the  genuine 
"  Young  Yale,"  that  Mr.  P.  speaks  of.     One  of  them  ezpressee 
the  demand  of  "  Young  Yale  "  thus, — **  As  Mr.  Phelps  says, 
it  wants  the  government  of  Yale  College  outside  of  the  Faculty, 
the  government  that  appoints  the  Faculty,  lodged  in  some 
other  hands  than  C!ongregational  ministers  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut."    The  other,  representing  "  Young  Yale's  real 
complaint,'"6ays,  "  We  think  ministers  are,  as  a  class,  men  of 
second-rate  ability,  and  that  there  are  few  of  them  who  are  not 
inefficient  in  thought,  narrow-minded,  and  in  the  true  sense  of 
the  word,  uncultivated."    Again,  ^^  Ministers  are,  as  a  rule, 
inferior  men — that,  sir,  broadly  stated,  is  the  position  of  Younj; 
Yale,  and  it  is  just  as  well  that  the  real  root  of  trouble  should 
be  pointed  out."    The  two  communications  have  one  signa- 
ture, *'  Alumnus ;"  but  we  learn  from  the  editor  that  the  second 
Alumnus  is  not  the  same  with  the  first. 

Such,  then  broadly  and  frankly  uttered  at  last,  is  the  demand 
of  those  who  call  themselves  *'  Young  Yale."  I  do  not  inquire 
how  many  they  are,  nor  by  what  authority  they  assnme  to 
represent  the  graduates  of  recent  years.  It  is  enough  that  the 
demand  has  been  made  by  one  so  responsible  as  Mr.  Phelps, 
and  so  willing  to  take  the  responsibility.  His  contemptuous 
description  of  the  Corporation  was  not  a  mere  exhibition  of 
bad  manners,  but  as  interpreted  by  the  first  "  Alumnus," 
and  more  expressly  by  the  second,  it  demands  that  "  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows,"  who  have  been  for  one  hundred  and  seventy 
years  the  incorporated  Board  of  trust  must  be  got  rid  of  because 
they  are  "  Congregational  ministers  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut,"— and  because  "  ministers  are,  as  a  class  [not  only  in  Con- 
necticut but  generally]  men  of  second  rate  ability," — "  as  a 
rule,  inferior  men" — of  whom  few  "  are  not  inefficient  in 
thought,  narrow-minded,  and  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  un- 
cultivated." I  propose  to  consider  this  demand  as  it  appears 
to  those  who  r^ard  it  from  what  "  Young  Yale  "  may  call 
the  Squashville  point  of  view. 
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I.  Sespect  for  Mr.  Phelps  requires  me  to  take  some  notice 
of  what  he  suggests,  (and  what  his  supporters  aflirm  more 
sweepingly)  about  ministers  of  the  Gospel.  It  may  be  that  our 
friend  (I  do  not  know  where  he  goes  to  church)  finds  in  the 
quality  of  the  discourses  wMch  he  hears  in  his  attendance  on 
public  worship,  and  in  the  quality  of  the  clergyman  who  has 
the  felicity  of  ministering  to  him,  some  reason  for  his  con- 
temptuous estimate  of  the  clerical  profession.  But  let  me  tell 
hi  III  tbsit  there  are  thousands  of  Intel  ligeut  meu  who  do  not 
agree  with  him  ia  that  estimate.  "  Miniaters,*'  quoth  "  Yoimg 
Tale,"  as  represented  by  these  writers,  "  a^e  as  a  elasss  men  of 
seeond-mte  ability,"  A  very  obvious  reply  is  that  lawyers,  as 
a  ehiSy  are  men  of  second-rate  ability— that  physicians*  (M  a 
el{iM,  (especially  If  we  must  count  in  the  Horaeopatha,  the  Hy- 
dropaths,  the  steam-di^ctoi's.  and  all  pretenders  to  the  healing 
art)  are  men  of  second-rate  ability — that  the  same  thing  is  true 
of  joumaliets,  m  a  claM^  of  autliors,  of  artists,  and  of  capital- 
ists. The  first-rate  men  hi  every  profession  are  the  few;  and 
their  superiority  iniplits  a  relative  intbrtority  of  the  many- 
Some  niiniflters  are  doubtless  men  of  second-rate  ability,  while 
some  lawyers,  and  some  men  in  various  other  protessions  are 
men  of  first  rate  ability ;  but  it  is  equally  beyond  dispute  that 
while  many  lawyers,  and  many  in  every  other  profession,  are 
men  of  second  rate  ability,  some  ministers  are  men  whose  abil- 
ity ia  as  conspicuous  m  that  of  the  foremost  in  any  other  pro- 
fession. 

If  ^i-e  put  another  constniction  on  tliis  contemptuous  lan- 
guage, we  find  no  more  truth  in  it  than  when  we  take  its  most 
obvious  meaning.  That  ministers  *ia  a  class  are  inferuir  in 
ability  to  lawyers  as  a  class,  or-  to  the  aggregate  body  of  other 
professional  men,  may  be  asserted  by  iintliinking  ignorance,  but 
it  need  not  be  disproved  till  someb^xij^  shall  have  atteni[>ted  to 
prove  it  Yet  in  piyising  I  may  say  to  those  who  call  thciu- 
selves  **  Young  Yale,"  that  their  rashness  on  this  subject  is  not 
creditable  to  the  college  at  which  they  protess  to  bavit  Itoen 
educated.  They  seem  to  assume  that  every  man's  "ability  " 
is  in  proportion  to  the  money  thathe  gets  in  his  profession — 
that  because  **  Rev,  Mn  Pickering  of  Squashville"  lives  very 
frugally  on  a  small  salary,  and  counts  himself  happy  if  by 
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much  self-denial  he  can  obtain  tor  his  children  the  highest  and 
best  education,  while  Hon.  Mr.  Tupnian  of  Fiskville  gets  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  his  services  in  a  lawsuit,  therefore  Mr. 
Tupmau  is  a  man  of  tirst-rate  ability,  and  Mr.  Pickering  is  a 
man  of  second-rate,  or  perhaps  of  tburth-rate  ability.  I  am 
sorry  f  »r  the  graduate  wliose  ahna  viater  has  not  succeeded  in 
teaching  him  a  more  enlightened  and  liberal  method  of  meas- 
uring the  relative  "  ability  "  of  men  employed  in  liberal  pro- 
fessions. 

I  will  even  say,  for  the  benefit  of  the  selt^tyled  "  Young 
Tale,"  that  tlie  profession  which  they  ignorantly  disparage  is 
preeminently — as  compared  with  other  professions  which  re- 
quire both  general  and  special  cultnre^^A^  learned  profession. 
And  inasmuch  as  their  flings  are  at  Congregational  ministers 
in  particular,  and  more  distinctly  at  '*  Congregational  minis- 
ters of  the  State  of  Connecticut,"  I  too  may  speak  of  those 
ministers  particularly,  without  implying  that  they  are,  or  that 
they  are  not,  superior  to  ministers  of  other  churches  in  leam- 
iug  and  culture,  or  in  mental  vigor.  Take  the  average  of  tal- 
ent arid  of  learning  and  culture  among  the  lawyers  in  Connec- 
ticut or  in  the  State  of  New  York,  or  among  members  of  the 
medical  profession  in  either  State  (not  counting  the  irregular 
practitionero,)  or  among  the  journalists,  or  among  the  mixed 
multitude  of  literateurs  who  make  authoi-ship  a  profession : 
and  there  need  be  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that  the  average 
both  of  talent  and  of  learning  and  culture  among  the  Congre- 
gational ministers  of  Connecticut  is  higher.  There  is  no  pro- 
fession in  which  the  ratio  of  college  graduates  to  the  whole 
number  is  so  great,  or  which  demands  so  rigorpusly  of  those  who 
would  become  members  of  it  a  college  education  or  its  equiva- 
lent. A  man  may  be  admitted  into  a  Law  school  or  Medical 
school  not  only  with  less  of  the  character  which  gives  promise 
of  diligence  in  study,  but  with  less  of  general  knowledge  and 
culture,  than  would  be  requisite  for  his  admission  into  any 
Congregational  Divinity  school  in  New  England  or  elsewhere. 
Nor  is  there  any  other  profession  which  requires  of  aspirants, 
in  addition  to  that  general  culture,  so  long  a  term  of  special 
study.  In  a  Law  school,  or  a  Medical  school,  the  coarse  of 
study  for  one  who  is  already  B.  A,  runs  through  two  years, 
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while  the  course  in  a  Divinity  school  is  planned  for  three  years. 
And  what  are  the  special  studies  introductory  to  these  several 
professions?  I  will  not  say  a  word  in  disparagement  of  legal 
or  medical  studies  as  related  to  learning  in  general.  Kightly 
conducted  under  broad-minded  teachers — especially  if  the  stu- 
dent has  already  been  trained  by  academic  discipline — they 
liberalize  the  mind  and  lead  it  forth  into  broad  views  of  truth, 
while  they  sharpen  the  faculties  for  special  service.  Bat  no 
professional  studies  are  in  their  nature  so  fit  to  train  the  mind 
and  to  give  it  enlargement  and  elevation,  as  those  which  make 
up  the  curriculum  of  preparation  for  the  ministry.  Other  pro- 
fessional students  drop — shall  I  say  forget  ? — their  linguistic 
studies  as  soon  as  they  hear  with  inward  self-application  the 
formula  Admitto  te  ad  p7*imum  in  artHms  graduTn.  The  the- 
olc^ical  student  begins  his  course  by  forming  an  acquaintance 
with  the  most  venerable  of  extant  languages — a  language  so 
different  in  its  grammatical  forms,  in  its  syntax,  in  its  idioms, 
in  all  its  lights  and  shades,  from  every  variety  of  Aryan  speech, 
that  he  finds  himself  entering  a  new  world  of  thought.  At  the 
same  time  he  renews  and  extends  his  study  of  the  Greek  lan- 
guage— not  for  the  mere  sake  of  study,  as  when  he  was  in  col- 
lege, but  with  an  immediately  practical  aim;  watching  to 
detect  the  nicest  turns  of  thought  implied  in  mode,  and  tense  or 
in  prepositions  and  paiiiicles ;  and  learning  at  once  the  science 
and  the  art  of  interpretation  by  learning  to  interpret  that 
unique  body  of  literature,  the  documents  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion. His  study  of  the  questions  concerning  the  origin  and 
transmission  of  those  documents  revives  and  enlarges  his  study 
of  all  ancient  history.  Meanwhile  he  has  entered  another  field 
of  inquiry — the  relation  of  nature  to  its  author  and  its  end ; 
or  in  other  words  the  relation  of  all  physical  science  to  the 
knowledge  of  God.  The  study  of  God  in  nature  and  in  the 
instincts  and  moral  cognitions  of  the  human  soul,  introduces 
him  to  the  study  of  God  in  human  history — the  revealed  God 
whom  the  monotheistic  Hebrews  worshipped  of  old,  and  whom 
the  Christ  of  Hebrew  expectation  has  revealed  to  the  world. 
As  he  studies  that  revelation  of  God  which  centers  in  the  mys- 
terious person  and  history  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  and  in  his  rela- 
tions to  the  fact  of  sin  and  to  redemption  from  sin — as  he  stud- 
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ihs  the  nature  and  history  of  the  spiritual  community  which 
recognizes  Christ  as  its  unity  and  its  life,  the  kingdom  in  which 
Christ  in  king,  and  which  is  subduing  the  world  to  GK)d  by 
forces  which  are  not  of  this  world — ^he  finds  himself  confronted 
not  only  with  questions  that  reach  through  all  the  sciences  of 
matter,  but  also  with  questions  that  bring  the  science  of  mind 
and  the  science  of  duty  and  all  the  departments  of  social  sci- 
ence into  an  intimate  relation  with  the  government  of  Grod  and 
with  the  hope  of  redemption.  With  all  these  studies  he  com- 
bines another  sort  of  culture.  From  first  to  last  he  is  learning 
to  use  his  faculty  of  utterance.  He  studies  not  merely  that  he 
may  know  how  to  think,  but  not  less  that  he  may  know  how 
to  make  others  think.  The  art  which  he  is  to  practice  in  life 
is,  the  art  of  teaching  and  persuading,  not  only  by  the  methods 
of  public  discourse,  but  in  all  the  ways  of  intercourse  with 
individual  minds — ^the  art  of  awakening  thought,  of  guiding 
inquiry,  of  comforting  sorrow,  of  touching  the  deepest  sensi- 
bilities, and  of  bringing  Divine  realities  into  effectual  contact 
with  human  consciousness ;  and  all  this  must  be  in  his  doing 
of  it,  not  art,  but  the  purest  spontaneity.  Let  me  say  to 
those  who  think  they  are  Young  Tale,  that  the  profession 
which  they  contemptuously  disparage  is  and  always  must  be, 
in  a  Christian  commonwealth,  the  learned  profession.  Old 
Tale  knows  this,  and  whoever  calls  himself  Toung  Tale  and 
does  not  know  it,  is  "  inefficient  in  thought,  narrow-minded, 
and  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  uncultivated." 

If,  thus  vindicating  my  own  profession,  I  seem  to  have  "*  be- 
come a  fool  in  glorying,"  I  say  to  the  assailants,  "  Te  have 
compelled  me ;"  and  to  others,  let  it  be  my  apology  that  some- 
times it  is  right  and  necessary  to  answer  a  fool  according  to  his 
folly.  I  do  not  imply  that  Mr.  Phelps  is  a  fool ;  but  only  the 
scantiest  courtesy  is  due  to  his  backers  in  the  Nation.  The 
bearing  of  what  I  have  said  on  the  issue  raised  by  them,  about 
the  intellectual  competence  of  clergymen  to  be  Fellows  of 
Tale  College,  is  sufficiently  evident. 

II.  If  anything  may  be  safely  inferred  fix)m  the  details  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Phelps  in  his  fault-finding,  the  management  of 
Tale  College  would  not  be  greatly  improved  by  the  change 
which  he  proposes.     The  existing  and  ancient  management, 
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under  the  constitution  which  the  "  Young  Yale  "  represented 
by  Mr.  Phelps  and  his  friends  would  subvert,  has  gained  for 
the  institution  its  present  standing  and  reputation ;  has  placed 
in  the  chairs  of  instruction  men  worthy  of  the  eulogy  lavished 
upon  them  by  their  gratetul  pupil  in  his  speech  at  the  com- 
mencement dinner ;  has  so  carefully  husbanded  the  gifts  of 
benefactors  that,  in  one  hundred  and  seventy  years,  nothing  has 
been  lost  by  carelessness  or  lack  of  judgment ;  has  developed 
out  of  the  mere  college,  with  its  four  undergraduate  dae^ies  and 
its  Tin  organ  izea  handful  of  resident  graduates,  a  univeriity  of 
five  distinct  tacnlties;  and,  tn  its  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  is 
giving  to  the  countrj  a  better  and  more  succesfiful  illustration 
of  what  may  be  done  in  the  methods  and  for  the  ends  of  '*  the 
new  ed  neat  ion  "  than  is  Ejiven  by  any  other  institution,  by 
wliotnsoever  managed-  What  m  it  that  the  self-styled  **  Young 
Tale  "  would  have  that  is  better  than  this  ?  I  look  to  what 
Mr,  PhelfMj  has  ao  gently  and  courteounlj  told  us;  and  I  find 
that  he  wants  something  leas  *'  aaintl  j,"  more  *^  worldly,*'  more 
**  worldly-wise" — or,  in  an  expressive  word  of  student-slang, 
more  splurgy.  Let  there  be  a  vlrtnal  confiscation  of  the  en- 
dowments by  the  making  the  alumni  a  corporation  who  shall 
elect  a  board  of  managers,  and  what  shall  we  see  i  Looking 
to  Mr,  Phelps  who  favored  its  with  his  ideas  on  the  subjectj 
and  who  will  doubtless  have  a  control ing  influence  in  the  new 
eorjioration^  I  find  that  we  shall  see  a  new  fttyle  of  elections  to 
proit?asorahips — the  chairs  of  instruction  offered  not  to  young 
scholai-a  who  have  had  some  experience  in  teaching,  and  who 
are  invited  and  expected  to  make  teaching  their  life-work,  and 
to  win  their  reputation  by  their  sktU  and  success  in  that  busi- 
neeSj  but  to  men  who  have  already  achieved  their  celebrity  in 
some  other  business,  and  whose  impulses  and  aspirations  are 
in  a  different  direction.  The  old  saintly  policy  which  employs 
teachers  to  do  the  honest  work  of  teaching— just  as  saintly 
people  gifted  with  common  sense  employ  physiciaDS  tu  do 
medical  work  and  lawyers  to  manage  a  case  in  the  courts — 
is  to  Iw*  exploded,  and  the  new  worldly-^ige  policy  will  ofler  the 
professorships  to  illustrious  historians  and  world-fauious  poets 
who  will  revolt  m  readily  as  Mr,  Phel]>s  himself  fmm  the  hard 
and  irksome  work  of  teaching  college-students.     Whether  the 
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expectation  is  that  Pegasus  will  condescend  to  become  a  pa- 
tient and  slow-moving  drayhorse,  or  that  the  scanty  fands 
devoted  to  the  payment  of  teachers  will  be  expended  in  pur- 
chasing ribbons  for  the  decoration  of  his  mane  and  win^,  we 
are  not  informed ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  proposal  does 
not  convince  me  that  this  Young  Yale  (so-called)  would  man- 
age the  university  any  better  than  it  has  been  managed  hith- 
erto by  Old  Yale,  with  ten  Connecticut  ministers  of  the  gospel 
in  its  corporation. 

But  is  there  in  the  scheme  no  suggestion  more  worthy  ol 
serious  consideration  ?  Is  this  the  great  change  of  policy  for 
which  the  governing  power  must  be  transferred  from  the  ex- 
isting corporation  to  the  mass-meeting  of  alumni  ?  Methinks 
I  hear  in  reply  an  indignant  Jfo  /  What  else,  then,  do^  Mr. 
Phelps  propose  ?  Two  things  only.  JFtrst^  more  pains-taking 
to  decorate  the  the  commencement  platform  with  tho  presence 
of  notable  and  betitled  strangers — some  spi:ead  eagle  senator 
from  a  pioneer  state — some  tomnoddy  of  an  English  lord  who, 
having  come  over  by  the  last  steamer  for  tlie  sublime  purpose  of 
of  shooting  prairie  hens  in  Illinois,  can  be  induced  to  wait  a  few 
days  for  the  sublimer  purpose  of  exhibiting  his  florid  com- 
plexion and  muscular  limbs  to  the  alumni — five  hundred  of 
whom  (we  are  expressly  assured)  will  rush  to  commencement 
for  the  gratification  which  the  sight  of  so  illustrious  a  stranger 
will  give  them.  Secondly^  more  pains-taking  to  waylay  the 
sons  of  distinguished  fathers  in  the  preparatory  schools  or  un- 
der private  tutors,  and,  when  one  has  been  secured  for  Yale 
College,  to  communicate  the  fact  incontinently  to  the  Associated 
Press  and  have  it  telegraphed  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
so  that  thousands  of  families  who  never  before  heard  of  Yale, 
shall  inquire  what  it  is  and  where  it  is,  and  shall  be  induced  to 
send  their  sons  also  to  an  institution  so  distinguished.  These 
two  expedients  are,  in  principle,  one.  Neither  of  them  rises 
above  the  dignity  of  an  *'  advertising  dodge,"  though  their 
ingenuity  might  be  pronounced  worthy  of  Bamum. 

**  1  had  a  dream  which  was  not  all  a  dream."  The  desired 
change  had  been  effected.  Our  venerable  college  had  ob- 
tained *'  a  living  connection  with  the  outer  world."  "  The 
alumni  from  Maine  to  California "  had  *'  become  Yale  Col- 
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lege,"  and  ''  the  bounding  blood  of  yonth  "  was  "  throbbing 
in  every  one  of  its  ancient  members."  Musing  on  the  new 
era,  I  seemed  to  be  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Directors 
elected  by  Young  Tale.  They  did  not  seem  to  be  weighed  down 
with  over-much  saintliness — ^there  was  no  suggestion  of  any 
thing  clerical  in  or  about  them  ;  they  were  costumed  like  men 
of  this  world  and  of  this  generntion — some  in  velvet  jackets — 
some  in  gorgeous  waistcoats;  and  the  apartment  was  as  full  of 
tobacco  smoke  as  the  Graduates'  Hall  when  the  speaking  has 
begun  after  a  commencement  dinner.  Any  body  could  see 
that  they  were  smart  men,  familiar  with  the  art  of  "  catering 
to  human  weakness  and  infirmity  " — men  well  endowed  with 
"  that  worldliness  which  is  "  (or  is  thought  to  be)  "  not  incon- 
sistent with  godliness  " — men  of  the  sort  whose  worldly  wis- 
dom (sometimes  known  as  cunning)  is  all  that  can  be  con- 
sistent with  godliness  in  the  most  liberal  meaning  ot  that  word. 
They  were  busy  with  schemes  of  progress, — sending  out  run- 
ners to  intercept  ingenuous  but  verdant  youth  on  their  way 
to  Harvard  or  Cornell  and  bring  them  safely  to  Yale,  "  cash 
on  delivery  " — sending  out  canvassers,  like  the  canvassers  of 
some  book  published  by  subscription  that  is  to  be  tremendously 
popular — sending  out  bill-stickers  and  painters;  and  lo!  I 
seemed  to  see,  in  staring  letters,  on  rocks  and  fences,  along  the 
railways  and  the  highways,  outvying  **  Helmbold "  and 
"  Plantation  Bitters,"  the  spirit  stirring  words,  "  Send  your 
hoys  to  Yale  I  Every  graduate  ahares  in  the  government.'^'*  I 
awoke,  and  to  my  great  relief— behold,  it  was  a  dream  I 

I  am  happy  to  believe  that  my  dream  would  hardly  come 
true  in  every  particular,  even  if  those  who  speak  in  the  name  of 
Young  Yale  could  manage  in  their  own  way ;  but  certainly 
the  ideas  propounded  by  Mr.  Phelps  look  in  that  direction  and 
have  no  other  tendency.  He  is  evidently  under  the  impression 
that  Yale  College  ought  to  be  managed  as  Mr.  Barnum  man- 
ages his  museum,  or  as  Mr.  Bowen  manages  his  Independent. 
In  liis  philosophy  the  sine  qua  non  of  success  for  a  great  and 
historic  institution  of  learning,  not  less  than  for  a  great  show- 
man or  a  great  quack,  is  tact  and  skill  in  catering  to  human 
infirmity.  To  assume  that  in  this  respect  he  is  not  a  fiair 
specimen  of  the  party  which  he  stands  up  to  represent  would 
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be  disrespectfol  toward  him.  Therefore  I  am  constrained  to 
believe  that  there  would  be  vpiry  little  reason  to  hope  for  any 
substantial  improvement  or  progress  if  the  management  of  the 
institution  were  committed  to  him  and  those  in  whose  name  he 
speaks.  If  Mr.  Phelps,  instead  of  being  indebted  for  his  educa- 
tion to  Old  Yale,  had  graduated  from  an  institution  conducted 
on  the  principles  which  he  propounds  in  the  name  of  Young 
Yale,  he  would  not  have  been  half  the  man  that  he  now  is. 

Let  me  say  that,  from  the  loopholes  of  my  obscurity  here  in 
Squashville,  I  have  been  observing,  through  many  years,  the 
fermentation  of  opinions  about  college  government  and  college 
studies,  which  goes  on  among  young  graduates  and  under- 
graduates, and  among  others  who  know  less  than  they,  and 
have  thought  less  on  the  subject.  There  is  hardly  a  joumaliat 
— though  he  be  only  half-fledged,  just  leaping  firom  his  stand 
in  the  composing-room  to  the  chair  editorial,  like  a  young  bird 
from  its  nest  to  a  convenient  bough — ^who  does  not  feel  him- 
self far  more  competent  to  give  '^  an  opinion  as  is  an  opinion," 
on  all  such  matters,  than  President  Woolsey  and  the  entire 
Faculty  of  the  Academical  Department  of  Yale  College.  Mr. 
Phelps  himself,  with  ten  years  over  his  head  since  his  gradua- 
tion, is  hardly  more  at  home  than  the  most  juvenile  of 
graduates,  or  the  most  uninformed  of  journalists,  in  all 
this  talk  "  about  a  living  connection  with  Uie  world  without,'' 
about  *'  the  new  blood  which  throbs  in  every  vein  of  this 
mighty  republic,"  about  ^^  what  is  wanted  in  the  scenes  for 
which  Yale  educates  her  children,"  and  about  that  superior 
"  knowledge  of  the  people's  wants  "  which  is  the  peculiar  en- 
dowment of  those  who  are  in  the  people  and  of  Uie  people." 
With  all  becoming  deference  I  must  say  that  I  have  learned  to 
distrust  the  judgment  of  men  who  deal  largely  in  such  phrases, 
and  especially  their  judgment  on  questions  about  liberal  educa- 
tion. Believing  very  heartily  in  the  possibility  of  improve- 
ment and  progress  in  the  government  of  college  students  and 
the  methods  of  college  instruction — nay,  suspecting  sometimes 
that  a  little  relaxation  in  the  rigor  with  whidi  students  at  Yale 
College  are  held  to  a  high  standard  of  proficiency  might  do  no 
harm  on  the  whole, — I  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  the 
men  who  use  those  phrases  so  glibly  know  very  well  what  they 
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are  talking  about.  Nor  am  I  any  more  convinced  of  their 
superior  wisdom  when  they  descend' from  their  sonorous  gene- 
ralities to  the  details  of  college  reconstruction.  When,  after 
reading  and  hearing  the  crude  notions  which  they  throw  out,  I 
try  to  conceive  the  shape  and  guise  which  Yale  College  wonld 
take  on  under  their  management,  I  am  compelled  to  think  that 
the  ends  for  which  our  venerable  institution  exists  would  be 
sacrificed  instead  of  being  promoted  by  placing  it  under  their 
control. 

And  what  kind  of  a  college  is  it  which — I  will  not  say 
Young  Yale,  but  Young  America — is  clamorous  for?  First  of 
all,  the  marking  system  must  be  abolished.  Nothing  is  more 
odious  to  Mr.  Jeiierson  Brick,  when  he  condescends  to  pen  a 
leader  on  those  mediaeval  and  monkish  institutions,  American 
colleges.  Away  with  all  marks  designed  to  register  the  stu- 
dent's proficiency  in  his  several  studies !  Certainly,  a  freebom 
American  who  is  old  enough  to  smoke,  and  who  is  ftiU  of  the 
new  blood  which  throbs,  &c.,  ought  to  judge  for  himself,  when 
he  pays  his  term-bills,  whether  he  is  getting  a  satisfactory  pen- 
nyworth of  collie  learning.  Away,  too,  with  all  marks  of 
the  other  sort — marks  for  "  sleeping  over,"  for  roosting  on  the 
college  fence,  for  the  gentlemanly  sport  of  ^'hazing  "  a  Fresh- 
man, for  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  city  with  midnight  yells, 
or  for  any  breach  of  college  regulations.  The  free,  high  spirit 
of  an  American  student  ought  not  to  be  vexed  with  marks  and 
college  censures.  Let  him  be  governed  by  his  own  sense  of 
propriety.  Coordinate  with  this  demanded  reformation,  and 
logically  deducible  from  it,  is  another :  abolish  the  Procrustean 
bedstead  of  a  prescribed  course  of  studies,  which  assumes  that 
all  students  are  alike  in  their  talents  and  aptitudes,  and  are 
destined  to  the  same  employment  in  their  subsequent  years. 
Let  every  student  decide  for  himself  what  he  will  study  and 
how  much ;  for  is  not  such  freedom  essential  to  that  pursuit  of 
happiness  which  is  one  of  his  inalienable  rights  under  the  im- 
mortal Declaration  of  Independence  on  the  fourth  of  July, 
1776  %  Then  follows  another  demand :  Abolish  all  "  compul- 
sory religion "  in  colleges.  Let  there  be  no  prayers  in  the 
college  chapel ;  or  if  something  of  that  sort  is  required  by  the 
present  benighted  state  of  public  opinion,  let  there  be  no  mon- 
voL.  XXIX.  46 
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itor  to  note  the  absent  or  the  tardy.  Especially  let  no  man  be 
required  to  attend  public  worship  on  Sunday  anywhere.  Why 
should  a  promising  young  atheist  who  can  talk  about  "proto- 
plasm," and  who  has  learned  not  indeed  that  he  is  no  bodj/j 
(quite  the  reverse  of  that,)  but  that  his  personality  is  no  thing 
at  all —  or  a  ''  heathen  Chinee  "  who  already  accepts  and  prao- 
tices  three  distinct  religions  quite  contradictory  of  each  other — 
be  required  to  defile  his  conscience  by  any  religious  observance  ? 
Then  add  one  more  reform :  Abolish  recitations  and  dry  text- 
books. Lectures  are  the  thing  for  a  university — attractive  and 
brilliant  lectures,  not  by  [)lodding  professors,  but  by  distin- 
guished lecturers,  whose  names,  whenever  they  are  announced, 
draw  a  full  liouse — lectures  by  celebrated  men  whom  all  the 
world  runs  after — lectures  fresh  and  lively  from  the  outer 
world,  and  got  up  with  a  due  regard  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  all  human  success — the  principle  of  catering  to  '*  hu- 
man weakness  and  infirmity." 

I  think  I  see  what  Yale  College  might  become  under  the 
renovating  sway  of  such  reformers.  Not  that  Mr.  Phelps 
entertains  all  ttiese  wild  notions  of  what  a  college  should  be; 
but  his  speech  leads  in  that  direction.  His  great  desideratum 
is  "  a  living  connection  with  the  world  without,"  snd  a  conse- 
quent recognition  of  *'  the  people's  wants ;"  and  his  remedy  for 
all  existing  defects  is,  that  the  governing  power  shall  consist  of 
men  **  who  are  in  the  people  and  of  the  people."  The  very 
gist  of  his  complaint  is,  that  with  an  old  fogy  corporation, 
keeping  up  a  succession  of  old  fogy  ^rofe86or<<,  the  outside 
world  is  unable  to  introduce  such  changes  as  "  the  people " 
want.  In  brief,  the  end  to  be  attained  by  the  proposed  revo- 
lution is  nothing  less  than  to  make  the  annual  meeting  of 
Alumni  a  concourse  for  the  agitation  of  all  sorts  of  opinions, 
brought  in  from  "  the  outside  world,"  about  college  studies  and 
college  discipline.  Very  naturally,  at  no  distant  period,  there 
might  arise  a  division  of  the  Alumni  into  parties  and  fac- 
tions ;  tor  instead  of  meeting  as  now  to  revive  old  memories, 
to  speak  of  the  departed,  and  to  brighten  the  chain  of  friend- 
ship that  binds  the  survivors  to  each  other,  they  are  to  meet 
in  the  collisions  of  debate  and  of  busiues».  They  are  to  meet 
as  a  great  constituency  for  the  election  of  a  iegislativ  e  and 
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governing  Board;  and  surely  neither  Mr.  Plelps  nor  those 
whom  he  speaks  for  can  expect  that  such  an  election  will  m 
any  instance  fail  to  be  a  contested  election.  Candidates  must 
be  nominated ;  and  in  order  to  this  there  must  be  consultation 
beforehand,  and  caucuses  of  one  party  and  another  represent- 
ing various  ideas  and  sympathies.  Then  think  what  scheming 
and  struggling  there  will  be  to  bring  up  voters  on  one  side  and 
the  other.  Who  does  not  know  that  in  such  a  body  as  the 
Alumni  of  Yale  College  there  are  and  always  inust  be  wide 
divergencies  of  opinion  ?  The  tug  of  conflict  in  one  of  those 
elections  may  be  between  the  administration  ticket  and  the 
opposition  ticket.  Or  it  may  be  between  the  liberal  ticket  and 
the  conservative;  or  between  the  ticket  which  represents  a 
high  standard  of  classical  attainment?,  and  another  which 
promises  a  substitution  of  the  physical  sciences  in  place  of  the 
dead  languages  and  the  old  literary  culture.  And  while  other 
great  movements  are  coming  in  from  "  the  outside  world,"  like 
tides  from  the  Atlantic  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  what  is  to  hin- 
der the  political  questions  and  partizanships  that  agitate  "  the 
world  without  '^  from  surging  into  the  Graduates'  Hall  on  the 
day  before  Commencement,  and  even  throwing  their  foam  over 
the  tables  of  the  commencement  dinner?  Then  we  may  have 
a  Republican  ticket,  and  a  Democratic  ticket,  and  a  Women's 
Rights  ticket  coquetting  with  both,  and  an  Anti-Masonic  ticket, 
and  a  Maine  Law  ticket  striving  to  detach  a  few  votes  from  what 
happens  to  be  the  main  issue.  Then,  too,  we  may  have  the  an- 
thracite and  iron  lords  of  Pennsylvania  pouring  out  their  green- 
backs like  water  to  secure  the  success  of  a  Tarifi^  ticket,  while  all 
who  reftise  to  vote  it  are  denounced  in  the  New  York  Tribune  as 
bought  ^with  British  gold.  Nay,  let  us  not  forget  that  in  a 
closer  connection  with  such  an  institution  as  ours  there  are 
other  interests  than  those  which  1  have  suggested — interests 
reaching  deeper  into  the  foundations  of  society,  and  guarded 
by  more  jealous  sensibilities.  The  issue  may  be  a  religious 
one — between  tickets  representing  different  religious  bodies,  or 
even  between  an  Orthodox  and  evangelical  ticket  on  one  side, 
and  an  Anti-evangelical  and  anti-religious  ticket  on  the  other 
side.  Does  not  the  undisguised  contempt  which  some  of  those 
who  think  they  represent  Young  Yale  express  towards  ministers 
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of  the  Gospel  indicate  the  possibility  of  such  an  issne  at  an 
ettrly  day  after  the  expected  revolution  ? 

III.  There  is,  tlierefore,  another  view  of  this  matter — a  view 
which  A£r.  Phelps  and  his  friends  do  not  seem  to  have  consid- 
ered. How  can  the  revolution  be  brought  about  ?  I  do  not 
forget  the  statement,  made  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Evarts, 
(whose  opinion  on  such  a  point  may  safely  be  accepted  as  con- 
clusive against  any  opinion  not  prononnced  judicially  from  the 
bench,)  that  the  change  proposed  is  not  legally  impossible. 
But  does  that  statement  mean  anything  more  than  that  a 
change  in  the  charter  of  Yale  College  would  not  be  illegal  and 
void  if  made  by  the  legislative  power  of  the  State  and  con- 
sented to  by  the  existing  Corporation  ?  Nearly  sixty  years  ago, 
an  attempt  was  made  on  Dartmouth  College,  with  a  result  which 
Mr.  Evarts  did  not  overlook  in  giving  his  opinion,  and  which 
even  ministers  in  places  like  Squashville  are  familiar  with, 
though  "  Young  Yale"  and  Fiskville  may  not  have  heard  of  it 
On  that  occasion,  Young  Dartmouth  came  to  the  rescue  in  the 
person  of  Daniel  Webster;  as  in  a  like  emergency  for  our 
alma  mater  (if  it  should  now  arise)  Young  Yale,  or  Middle- 
aged  Yale  would  come  to  the  rescue  in  the  person  of  William 
M.  Evarts. 

Those  who  think  that  the  constitution  of  Yale  College  can 
be  changed  by  a  vote  in  a  commencement  assembly,  do  not 
understand  the  case.  For  their  benefit,  therefore,  if  there  are 
any  such  persons,  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  some  statements 
which,  to  readers  better  informed,  may  seem  rudimentary. 
The  institution  about  which  the  present  question  has  arisen, 
was  founded  with  some  formality  by  ten  Connecticut  ministers, 
whom  a  common  consent  of  their  brethren  had  designated  to 
perform  that  duty,  each  of  them  laying  down  a  number  of 
books,  and  saying,  ^'  I  give  these  books  for  the  founding  of  a 
college  in  this  colony."  By  that  act,  prior  to  any  charter,  they 
became,  according  to  the  principles  of  Common  Law,  the  cre- 
ators of  a  trust,  and  the  founders  of  the  institution  for  which 
the  books  were  given.  The  institution  which  they  founded 
was  a  religious  institution,  not  accidentally,  but  essentially ; 
for  the  modem  theory — a  college  in  which  religion  is  only 
tolerated,  and  a  university  which  pledges  itself  to  exclude  the 
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knowledge  of  God  from  the  circle  of  the  sciences  and  to  ignore 
the  relation  of  the  Bible  to  the  culture  of  true  manliness,— had 
not  tlien  been  invented.  At  least  they  never  had  heard  of  such 
a  theory,  and  if  they  had  heard  of  it  they  would  have  rejected 
it  with  horror.  Their  avowed  motive,  expressed  in  their  peti- 
tion for  a  charter  (as  appears  from  the  preamble  to  the  charter 
granted  in  1701)  was  their  zeal  for  the  "  upholding  and  propa- 
gating of  the  Protestant  Christian  religion  by  a  succession  of 
learned  and  orthodox  men ;"  and  they  represented  themselves 
as  "  undertakers  for  the  founding,  suitably  endowing  and  order- 
ing a  collegiate  school,  within  his  Majesty's  colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, wherein  youth  may  be  instructed  in  the  arts  and  sciences, 
who,  through  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  may  be  fitted  for 
public  employment  both  in  church  and  civil  state." 

The  religious  character,  then,  of  the  institution  founded  in 
1700  and  chartered  in  J  701,  and  the  permanence  of  its  useful- 
ness as  '*  upholding  and  propagating  the  Protestant  Christian 
religion,"  were  what  the  founders,  and  those  whose  representa- 
tives they  were,  regarded  as  of  primary  importance.  Observe 
now  in  what  method  the  charter,  granted  at  their  requests 
intended  to  secure  and  perpetuate  the  religious  character  of  the 
college.  Not  by  imposing  upon  students  or  teachers,  or  upon 
the  Trustees  and  their  successors,  the  yoke  of  subscription  to 
the  Thirty-nine  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England.  Not  by 
requiring  anybody  to  accept  and  adopt  the  Westminster  Con- 
fession. Not  by  setting  up  any  syntagma  of  Christian  doc- 
trines as  a  standard  of  orthodoxy,  inflexible  and  immutable. 
The  only — and  in  their  view  sufficient — guarantee  for  that  fea- 
ture of  their  institution  which  they  deemed  most  important, 
was  the  simple  provision  in  the  charter  that  the  Trustees  (never 
to  be  fewer  than  seven  nor  more  than  eleven)  should  be  "  min- 
isters of  the  Gospel,  inhabiting  within  this  colony."  Hitherto 
that  guarantee  has  been  sufficient  for  its  purpose.  Yale  Col- 
lege always  has  been,  and,  save  by  some  unfaithfulness  on  the 
part  of  its  guardians  or  some  violent  subversion  of  its  charter, 
it  must  always  remain  a  religious  institution.  It  was  intended 
to  have,  and  it  has  had  till  now,  "  a  vital  connection,"  with  the 
churches  of  Connecticut— especially  the  Congregational  church- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


698  A  Voice  from '^SquashviOe''  [Oct, 

es,  by  whom,  through  the  agency  of  their  pastors,  it  was  called 
into  being  before  any  other  church  existed  in  the  colony. 

In  consideration  of  the  connection  between  liberal  studies 
and  the  well-being  of  the  State — and  with  an  eye,  doubtless, 
both  to  what  students  from  Conecticut  had  been  spending  at 
Cambridge,  and  to  what  students  from  other  colonies  mi^t 
spend  at  a  college  in  Connecticut — the  government  of  the 
colony  became  from  the  first,  in  such  measure  as  that  day  of 
small  things  would  permit,  a  chief  patron  of  the  college.  A 
yearly  subsidy  of  '*  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  country 
pay  "  was  gi-anted  in  the  charter,  "  until  this  Court  order  oth- 
erwise ;"  and  from  time  to  time  other  donations  were  made, 
without  which  the  institution  would  have  foundered.  Out  of 
such  dependence  of  the  college  on  the  public  treasury,  there 
arose  a  disposition  on  the  pai*t  of  the  Legislature  to  supervise 
the  institution,  and  t(»  control  it  at  discretion.  But  "  the  Pres- 
ident and  Fellows,"  as  they  were  styled  in  the  new  charter  of 
1746,  resisted  the  attempt  at  legislative  control,  and  their  ar- 
guments (thougli  they  were  only  ministers)  were  too  strong  to 
be  withstood. 

At  last  when  the  college  had  lived  almost  a  century,  and  the 
little  colony  had  become  an  independent  commonwealth,  one 
of  the  United  States  of  America  under  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion— all  doubts  and  discussions  concerning  the  relations  be- 
tween the  corporation  of  Yale  College  and  the  government  of 
Connecticut  were  brought  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  which  I 
cannot  describe  in  any  other  way  so  well  as  by  a  quotation 
from  President  Woolsey's  "  Historical  Discourse "  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  after  the  founding  of  the  college. 

•'In  October,  1Y91,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  President 
and  FeUowB  of  the  College  in  relation  to  its  affairs  and  to  report  at  the  next 
session.  In  their  report  dated  May  25,  1792,  they  9ay  that  they  found  the  Cor- 
poration disposed  to  communicate  without  reserve  every  ciroumstance  reepeoting 
the  care  and  management  of  the  institution  under  their  government.  They 
found  that  the  number  of  students  on  an  average  was  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty,  that  the  severity  of  the  ancient  Freshman  discipline  was  almost  done  awayi 
and  that  the  literary  exercises  of  the  respective  classes  had  of  late  years  under- 
gone considerable  alterations,  so  as  the  better  to  accommodate  the  education  of 
^he  ut  dergraduates  to  the  present  state  of  literature.  They  further  found  thit 
the  state  of  the  College  treasury  was  in  a  much  better  condition  than  they  bad 
apprehended,  and  that  the  finances  had  been  managed  with  great  dexterity,  pro- 
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d«nce  and  economy.  After  mentioning  the  amount  of  funds  and  of  annual  ex- 
penses, they  fttated  that  another  building  was  wanted  to  accommodate  and  re- 
ceive the  students,  about  one- half  of  whom  were  obliged  to  furnish  then  selves 
with  lodgings  in  the  town  for  want  of  room  in  the  College,  for  which  purpose,  as 
well  as  for  additions  to  the  library,  for  the  support  of  a  professor  of  mathemat- 
ics, and  for  increase  of  salaries  the  help  of  the  legislature  was  needed.  This  re- 
port, it  is  said,  gratified  the  legislature ;  and  an  act  was  passed  appointing  com- 
missioners to  receive  the  balances  of  taxes  laid  for  the  discharge  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  State  debt,  and  to  pay  over  such  balances  for  the  use  of  the 
College  at  New  Haven,  particularly  for  the  erection  of  a  new  College  building 
eoutaining  students*  rooms,  and  for  the  purpose  of  serving  as  a  fund  to  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  professors.  The  conditions  of  this  grant  were  that  of  the  sum 
collected  in  these  balances  the  College  authorities  should  pay  or  transfer  in  legal 
form  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  fifty  per  cent,  in  some  kind  of  public  stock  of 
the  United  States ;  and  that  eight  members  of  the  State  government,  the  Gov. 
ernor,  Lieut  Governor  and  six  senior  assistants  in  the  council,  should  be  ex  officio 
members  of  the  Corporation  of  Yale  College,  with  full  powers  except  as  to  filling 
up  vacancies  in  the  clerical  portion  of  that  body.  This  act,  contemplating  a 
modification  of  the  charter,  was  accepted  not  unwillingly  by  the  existing  Corpo- 
ration. With  slight  alterations,  rendered  necessary  by  the  «ew  constitution  of 
^e  State,  the  relation  to  the  State  has  continued  as  was  then  settled  until  the 
present  time.  The  old  jealousy  of  a  corporation  for  educational  purposes  man- 
aged exclusively  by  clergymen  4:eased.  The  happy  adjustment,  that  neither  por- 
tion of  the  body  should  exercise  any  control  over  the  election  of  members  per- 
taining to  the  other,  tended  to  prevent  all  jealousy  between  the  orders  and  to 
promote  union.  The  civilians  infused  knowledge  of  law  and  of  public  sentiment 
into  the  Board.  Their  annual  election,  by  giving  each  predominant  political 
party  only  a  temporary  share  in  the  control  of  the  College,  really  removes  it 
from  all  undue  political  influence.  In  effecting  \hU  union  Mr.  Hillhouse,  then 
and  for  forty  years  afterward  the  Treasurer  of  the  College,  had  a  considerable 
part.  The  assistance  rendered  by  this  act  to  the  College  was  of  the  gpreatest  ad- 
vantage to  its  financial  interests,  perhaps  we  may  say  of  vital  importance ;  nor 
could  the  measures  for  the  increase  of  instructors  and  for  additions  to  the  build* 
in^,  which  were  carried  through  in  Dr.  Dwight's  presidency,  have  been  thought 
of  without  these  very  seasonable  supplies.**    pp.  S6-88. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  original  guarantee  for  the  relig- 
ious character  of  the  institution,  was  neither  abrogated  nor  fm- 
paired  by  the  alteration  of  the  charter  in  1792.  The  **  civil- 
ians" admitted  to  the  corporation  are  to  the  ministers  as 
ei^ht  to  eleven  ;  and  I  believe  that  -hitherto  some  of  tliem 
have  always  been  in  fnll  reh'gious  sympathy  with  their  clerical 
associates.  But  if  at  any  time  the  Governor,  Lieutenaiit-Gov- 
ernor  and  six  senior  Senators  ot  Connecticut,  should  be,  one 
and  all,  members  of  religious  bodies  not  in  communion  with 
the  Congregational  churches  of  Connecticut — if  they  should  be 
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irreligious  men,  or  even  anti-religioas  in  the  most  malignant 
way — if  by  some  revolution  in  political  parties  eight  Roman 
Catholics  should  be  introdnced  into  the  corporation  ;  or  eight 
Jews;  or  eight  Socialists  and  Red-republicans;  or  eight  Mor- 
mons, or  eight  nataralized  Buddhists ;  the  collie  woald  still 
be,  as  from  its  beginning,  a  religious  institution,  consecrated  to 
**  the  upholding  and  propagating  oi  the  Protestant  Christian 
religion  by  a  succession  of  learned  and  orthodox  men/^ 

The  ex  officio  members  of  the  corporation  are  always  wel- 
come to  their  places  without  r^ard  to  their  political  partizan- 
ship,  and  without  calling  in  question  their  religious  belief  or 
unbelief.  Their  piesence  is  not  an  empty  honor,  like  the 
coveted  presence  of  "  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Alaska  " 
on  a  commencement  platform,  nor  has  it  in  any  instance  with- 
in my  knowledge  been  felt  to  be  a  disgrace.  No  distinction  is 
recognized  between  them  and  their  associates  in  debating  or  in 
voting.  Their  practical  sagacity  as  men  conversant  with  pub- 
lic affairs  is  always  appreciated.  Sometimes  their  experienced 
skill,  and  sometimes  their  munificent  friendship,  is  highly  val- 
uable to  the  finances  of  the  institution.  But  if  they  should 
unite  their  strength  to  abolish  the  religious  character  of  the 
college,  or  to  frustrate  the  religious  design  for  which  it  was 
founded,  they  would  be  powerless ;  for  the  guarantee  in  the 
original  charter  is  f»s  eflective  in  1870  as  it  was  in  ITOI.  Now 
if  those  who  call  themselves  Young  Yale  propose  to  substitute 
for  these  eight  representatives  of  the  old  commonwealth  of 
Connecticut,  or  for  any  of  them,  an  equal  number  of  men  to 
be  elected  in  the  commencement  meeting  of  graduates,  let 
them  try.  Let  them  send  in  their  petitions  to  the  l^islature. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Phelps  will  consent  to  appear  as  counsel  for  the 
petitioners,  and  to  try  his  persuasiveness  on  the  "  Hon.  Mr. 
Domuch  of  Oldport."  Let  them  try  whether  the  democracy 
of  Connecticut  will  consent  to  surrender,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
its  purchased  and  stipulated  right  of  having  eight  representa- 
tives of  its  own  in  the  corporation  of  Yale  College.  Mr. 
Pickering  of  Squashville  has  no  objections,  and  will  make  no 
opposition.  Nay.  I  will  assure  those  who  are  disposed  to  try, 
that  all  the  Pickerings — every  one  of  the  ten — will  refrain 
from  opposing  the  change,  whenever  the  State  is  found  willing 
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to  give  up  its  connection  with  the  university.  But  let  the 
negotiators  remember  that  the  gifts  from  the  State,  which  the 
university  has  received  as  the  price  of  its  consent  to  that  con- 
nection, or  by  virtue  <»f  its  relation  to  the  State,  are  in  no 
event  to  be  refunded. 

The  assault,  however,  both  by  the  two  writers  in  the  Nation, 
and  by  Mr.  Phelps  in  his  speech,  is  mainly  directed  against  the 
clerical  part  of  the  corporation.  The  "  ministers "  are  the 
sort  of  men  who,  beca  ise  they  are  ministers,  are  incompetent 
to  the  trust  which  they  have  received  from  their  predecessors. 
Let  me  ask  what  it  is  which  these  assailants  propose  to  do } 
What  they  would  do  if  they  could  is  evident  enough.  They 
do  not  believe  in  men  who  are  by  profession  religious  men, 
students  and  teachers  of  the  Christianity  contained  in  the 
Bible ;  for  men  of  that  profession  are  as  a  class  second-rate 
men.  The  problem  which  tliey  have  taken  in  hand  is  to  get 
these  men  out  of  the  corporation  of  Yale  College,  and  my 
question  is,  "  How  do  they  propose  to  do  it  ?"  Do  they  ex- 
pect to  persuade  the  present  corporation  to  abdicate  their 
trust  (if  the  legislature  will  consent)  and  to  give  over  the 
entire  university  with  all  the  interests  involved,  to  the  control 
of  another  Board  differently  constituted  ?  Doubtless  it  would 
be  easy  to  convince  each  of  the  ten,  apart,  that  he  as  an  indi- 
vidual is  at  the  best  only  a  second-rate  man  in  comparison 
with  "  men  who  sit  ou  the  Supreme  bench,  or  who  control  the 
cabinet  of  the  executive,"  or  with  "successful  men''  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  Doubtless  any  one  of  them  might  be  per- 
suaded to  vacate  his  seat  in  the  expectation  of  its  being  filled 
by  a  wiser  and  abler  man.  But  to  convince  them  all,  or  even 
a  majority  of  them,  that  they  are  unfit  to  hold  the  great  and 
precious  trust  simply  because  they  are  minister, — will  not  be 
easy.  Knowing  something  about  ministers,  and  especially 
Connecticut  ministers,  I  can  say  with  great  confidence  that  no 
insults  on  their  pei-sons  or  their  profession  will  drive  them 
from  the  trust  transmitted  to  them  by  the  Founders,  and 
guaranteed  by  the  original  compact  between  the  Founders  and* 
the  commonwealth.  Surely  they  who  hope  to  succeed  in  such 
an  enterprise  by  such  means,  cannot  be  reckoned  higher  than 
"  second-rate  men." 
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But  let  all  this  be  forgotten,  and  let  ns  suppose  that  the 
enterprise  has  been  undertaken  with  a  more  sagacious  view  of 
the  connection  between  means  and  ends.  Let  us  suppose  ?i 
courteous  memorial  addressed  to  the  President  and  Fellows, 
subscribed  by  the  names  of  the  memorialists,  and  asking  that 
the  government  of  this  venerable  institution,  instead  of  re- 
maining where  the  Founders  placed  it,  be  transferred  to  the 
graduates  dispersed  over  the  world.  The  memorialists  admit 
that,  under  the  existing  constitution,  the  collie  has  prospered 
hitherto,  and  has  had  a  marvellous  growth;  but  they  intimate 
that  in  some  particulars,  not  easily  defined,  it  is  behind  the 
times,  and  they  are  sure  that  the  graduates,  if  it  can  be  put 
under  their  control,  will  come  up  to  its  help  with  great  enthu- 
siasm, and  will  set  it  forward  at  a  rapid  rate.  I  can  tell  be- 
forehand what  the  result  WDuld  be  of  such  a  memorial.  The 
President  and  Fellows  would  reply.  Tale  College  was  design- 
ed to  be  a  religious  and  Christian  institution ;  and  we  cannot 
sun'ender  the  only  security  for  its  religious  character.  You 
offer  us  only  vague  promises  which  may  mean  much  in  your 
intention  and  yet  never  be  fulfilled,  but  if  you  would  add  to 
the  endowments  a  solid  million  of  money  to-day  on  the  condi- 
tion of  our  putting  the  whole  trust  out  of  our  hands  into 
yonrs,  our  answer  would  be  the  same:  Non  possumus. 

Whether  right  or  wrong,  the  firm  belief  of  the  President 
and  at  least  the  ten  clerical  Fellows  always  will  be  that  the 
confidence  of  the  churches,  and  the  munificence  of  men  who 
hold  that  a  college  ought  to  be  a  religious  institution,  are 
worth  more  than  any  patronage  that  is  likely  to  come  on  any 
terms,  from  those  graduates,  be  they  ever  so  rich  and  ever  so  lav- 
ish, who  have  an  outspoken  contempt  for  Christian  ministers. 
I  know  not  how  many  they  may  be  for  whom  Mr.  Phelps 
seems  to  speak,  and  who  are  represented  by  the  two  writers  in 
the  Nation  ;  but  if  I  were  in  confidential  relations  with  them, 
I  would  frankly  advise  them  to  discharge  their  minds  imme- 
diately of  all  expectation  that  the  revolution  which  they  are 
planning  will  be  consented  to  by  the  corporation  as  it  is.  If 
they  are  to  accomplish  what  they  have  undertaken,  they  must 
try  some  other  method. 

What  then  ?    Will  they  address  themselves  to  the  legisla- 
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ture  of  Connecticut  ?  But  Yale  College  is  not  a  State  univer 
sity ,  nor  is  it  under  the  control  of  the  State  in  the  same  sense 
in  which  Harvard  College  is  under  the  control  of  Massachu- 
setts. Its  charter  cannot  be  violated  by  a  legislative  act  so  long 
as  there  is  a  Supreme  Court  of  tht?  United  States.  If  Senator 
Sumner  would  frame  a  bill  for  an  act  of  Congress  to  guarantee 
a  republican  form  of  government  to  the  State  uf  Connecticut, 
and  would  put  into  the  bill  a  new  constitution  for  Yale  Col" 
lege, — and  if  the  two  houses  could  be  persuaded  to  pass  the 
bill,  and  the  President  to  sign  it, — and  then  if  the  Supreme 
Court  would  recognize  the  act  as  not  contrary  to  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land, — the  thing  would  be  done.  Can  it  be  done  in 
any  other  way  ? 

I  have  intended,  throughout  this  communication,  to  speak  of 
Mr.  Phelps  much  more  respectfully  than  he  spoke  of  me,  for  I 
learned  long  ago  to  "  reverence  the  young,"  and  he  is  not  yet 
old  enough  to  be  undeserving  of  respect.  Let  me  then,  in  all 
seriousness  and  good  feeling,  make  one  suggestion  tending 
toward  a  solution  of  the  difficult  problem  which  '^  Young 
Yale,"  so  called,  seems  unable  to  solve.  The  late  George 
Peabody  gave  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  a 
Museum  of  Natural  History  in  connection  with  Yale  College. 
Wisely,  as  I  think,  and  much  to  the  relief  of  the  President  and 
Fellows,  he  placed  that  princely  gift  in  the  hands  of  his 
own  trustees  to  be  managed  and  expended  by  them  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  university  in  conformity  with  directions 
recorded  in  hfs  instrument  of  donation.  In  like  manner,  a 
wealthy  gentleman  in  the  city  of  New  York  left,  in  his  last 
will,  a  legacy  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  his  son,  and  the  income  of  it  to  be  expended  by  him,  at  his 
discretion,  for  the  benefit  of  Yale  College.  The  son  is  dis- 
charging that  trust  not  only  with  all  fidelity,  but  also,  so  far  as 
Tknow,  with  sound  discretion.  These  two  facts  may  illus- 
trate the  hint  I  will  venture  to  offer.  If  Young  Yale  really 
wants  to  be  represented  in  the  management  of  the  funds,  and 
to  have  by  its  elected  trustees  or  visitors  a  direct  influence 
over  the  policy  of  the  institution,  there  is  a  way  in  which  that 
desire  can  be  attained.  Suppose  an  University  Fund  of  half 
a  million  for  objects  connected  with  the  whole  institution,  and 
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a  board  of  trustees  or  visitors  elected  by  the  Alnmni  to 
superintend  the  application  of  it, — would  that  answer  the 
purpose  ?  I  will  also  suggest  that  a  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  Law  Department  is  a  great  desideratum,  and  that  who- 
ever will  give  the  money  may  make  his  own  conditions  as  to 
the  use  of  it,  and  like  Mr.  Peabody  may  establish  his  own 
arrangements  by  compact  with  the  corporation. 

I  might  have  subscribed  this  letter  (which  was  commenced 
as  a  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Nation,)  Another  Alumnus  ; 
for  I  also  am  a  graduate  of  YiUe  College,  and  so  is  every  one 
of  my  nine  associates ;  and  we  do  not  admit  that  the  Socii 
lose  any  of  the  dignities  or  privileges  belonging  to  the  Alum- 
ni, But  as  my  letter  has  become  too  long  for  insertion  in  a 
weekly  journal,  and  must  reach  the  public  on  the  pages 
of  the  graver  and  more  capacious  ^ew  England er^  I  accept 
the  less  dignified  name  proposed  by  Mr.  Phelps,  and  being 
"  exhausted  by  keeping  a  few  sheep  in  the  wilderness  "  sub* 
scribe  myself,  most  humbly, 

TmOTHT  PlOKEBTNO, 

of  Squa^hviUe. 
Oct.  1,  1870. 
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Article  VIIL— NOTICES  OF  NEW  BOOKS, 

THEOLOGICAL   AND  RELIOIOUS. 

JrLiLTs  MtlLLBR'n  Doctrinal  Essays,*— Tlie  mo*t  emmtjiit  of 
the  living  German  tlieologiatis,  \w  ihe  depanment  of  phllosophiGal 
ami  syEitemaiJc  Divinity,  is  the  Author  of  the  great  work  on  the 
Christian  Doctrine  of  Sin,  Dr.  Julias  Mtiller,  of  Hallia.  His  ^la^i- 
eicii  cuhure^ — he  is  a  brother  of  the  late  Ottfried  MttUer,^ — his 
philoMophical  acumen  and  learning,  hia  thorough  acquaintanee 
with  all  branclies  of  theological  scienes,  together  wiili  the  ttne 
mingling  of  consf^rvntism^  or  rather  of  deep  and  earnest  convic- 
tions, with  liberal  and  catholic  feeling  and  with  a  ^iaeere,  irapres* 
Bive  spirit  of  piety,  mark  him  out  as  a  great  teacher-  Hit  high 
poBXtion  is  recognized  in  Germany  by  aeholars  <"»f  all  varieties  of 
opinion.  Rothe,  wliile  he  lived,  had  ao  almost  equal  reputation  ; 
and  Nit2sch  was  regarded  as  the  leader  among  younger  men  who, 
like  him,  were  eminent  in  t|i©  branch  of  doctrinal  theology.  The 
collection  of  dissertations  which  Mtiller  has  just  given  to  the 
public  are  elaborate  and  ^m^^  able  discussions  of  several  themes ; 
the  Relations  of  Faith  to  Knowledge  :  The  Right  of  private  judg- 
ment in  the  interpretation  of  Scripture ;  the  question  whether  the 
Son  of  God  wottld  have  become  incarnate,  if  sin  had  not  entered 
the  world  ;  the  relation  between  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  the  efficacy  of  the  divine  word ;  the  Invisible  Church  ;  a 
Comparison  of  the  Doctrines  of  Luther  and  Calvin  on  the  Lord^a 
Supper;  the  Divine  Institution  of  the  ofBce  of  the  Ministry, 
Each  of  these  essays  contains,  in  a  condensed  and  regular  fi}rmt 
materials  sufficient  to  form  a  treatise  on  the  subject  to  which  it 
relates.  It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the  venerable  Author,  who 
has  sufft-red  from  ill  health  for  many  yearit»  has  found  strength  to 
revise  and  collect  the«e  very  valuable  con tribnt ions  to  theologteal 
science, 

RoTHE^s  DoCTRixVAL  SYSTEM.f — The  posthumoufl  publication  of 

*  Bi>^mtiiche  Abhandlnmff^n  won  Julias  Miilkr,  Dr.  Br«meti :  C.  Ed  Mill! is r, 
1870. 

f  Bo^maiik  von  Dr.  R.  Rothb.  Aim  dfldseii  b*m3schrift]ich«ro  NachlBSi«> 
horftUagog€ben,  tou  Dr.  D.  Soqsskbl,    (1.  u.  %  Abtiw)    1870-    pp.  Slfi,  £06. 
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Rot  he's  Bystem  of  tlieolosry  is  an  event  wliich  ev^ery  jonrnal  that 
deals  at  all  with  theology,  is  bound  to  record.  His  ingenuity  and 
originality  have  been  equalled  by  few  ;  and  in  the  particulars  in 
which  he  departs  from  received  opinions,  he  knows  how  to 
clothe  his  own  views  in  the  most  attractive  form  and  to  support 
them  by  impressive  argumentation.  Of  all  the  German  writers  on 
the  different  prob'onis  of  theology.  Rothe,  as  we  think,  is  foremost 
in  the  power  of  lucid,  facile  exposition.  His  style  is  fluent  with- 
out being  diffuse.  He  is  a  master  in  scientific  method.  The  first 
part  of  the  work  relates  to  the  «loctrine  of  Sin,  in  which  the  pecu- 
liar theory  of  the  Author  as  to  the  origin  of  sin  and  the  fall — the 
theory  of  a  gradual  development  of  the  soul  into  a  purely  spirituftl 
form  of  being,  by  overcoming  the  sensuous  side  of  our  being — is 
fully  unfolded.  The  readers  of  Mtlller's  great  work  will  remem- 
ber how  earnestly,  and  yet  how  courteously,  this  theory  is  there 
contested.  The  second  part  is  on  Redemption,  and  covers  the 
various  topics  appropriate  to  this  head,  as  far  as  the  topic  of  the 
Church.  Rothe  does  not  adopt  the  Athanasian  conception  of  the 
Trinity,  although  ho  holds  firmly  to  the  truth  of  the  divinity  of 
Jesus.  He  regards  the  death  of  Christ  as  a  part  of  the  necessary 
prepanition  of  Flini  for  His  work  upon  the  souls  of  men  by  the 
Spirit, — necessnry  in  the  divine  order,  which  requires  that  the 
Deliverer  shall  successfully  pass  through  experiences,  which  as 
far  as  sinners  are  concerned,  have  a  retributive  element^  in  order 
that  He  may  be  inwardly  qualified  to  act  upon  men  with  reno- 
vating power.     He  is  the  head  and  representative  of  mankind. 

Hunt's  History  op  English  Theology.* — This  work  is  a 
History  of  Doctrine  under  another  title.  The  Author  is  of  the 
Broad  Church  school.  He  writes  with  candor  and  with  a  fair,  but 
not  uncommon,  degree  of  discrimination.  He  has  read  the  works 
which  he  undertakes  to  sketch,  and  his  citations  are  numerous  and 
apposite,  A  history  of  English  theology  has  long  been  needed,  and 
although  we  cannot  be  certain  that  the  present  work  will  fill  the 
vacant  place,  the  first  volume  gives  promise  of  a  meritorious  per- 
formance. The  Baptists,  the  Quakers,  the  Independents,  and  other 
religious  bodies  outside  of   the    Anglican  Church,  are  fully  con. 

*  Jieligiotu  TTioitght  in  England,  from  the  Reformation  until  the  end  of  the 
last  century.  A  contribution  to  the  History  of  Theology.  By  R«v.  John  Huht, 
M.  A.,  Author  of  an  Essay  on  Pantheism.    London :  Strahan  &  Co.    1870.  YoL  L 
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sidered  and  their  pecaliar  tenets  described.     Students  of  historical 
theology  will  find  in  the  work  usefal  and  agreeable  reading. 

Lbcturb   Rook  Talks* — This   book  is    really  a   volume  of 

"  table-talk,"  or  talk  around  the  domestic  board  of  the  household 

...  .  .  ' 

by  the  head  of  the  ecclesiastical  family,  in  easy  and  familiar  ad. 

dress,  often  apparently  in  answer  to  questions  asked  on  the  spot 

and   therefore  purely  extemporaneous ;  very  ranch,   in  truth,  in 

the  style  of  "homilies "in  the  Christian  assemblies  when    they 

come  together  to  hear  and  talk  about  Jesus. 

It  would  not  be  well  for  every  pastor  to  imitate  this  style  of 
off-hand  discourse  siinte  his  experiences  might  not  be  so  rich  and 
edifying  as  those  of  the  pastor  of  the  Plymouth  church. 

The  same  marked  characteristics  that  are  found  in  all  the  produc- 
tions of  this  distinguished  divine  are  seen  in  these  briefer  **  hom- 
ilies," though  criticism  is  disarmed  by  their  spontaneous  genial 
nature.  They  are  overflowings  of  a  running  spring.  Among  the 
most  readable  pieces  are  those  entitlt'd  "  Experiences  Abroad,"  in 
which  some  account  is  given  of  the  orator's  subjective  preparation 
for  those  well  known  speeches  made  in  England  during  the  war — 
*'  The  unwritten  words  and  deeds  of  Jesus  " — **  Praise  and  Prayer" 
— **  Experimental  Religion" — *'  Assurance  of  Salvation  " — '*  Meth" 
ods  of  conversion." 

Christian  experience,  communion,  prayer,  social  intercourse,  con- 
versation, work,  the  need  and  fullness  of  Christ,  are  touched  with 
accustomed  vigor  and  personality.  Like  this  preacher's  sermons, 
which  are  examples,  not  of  the  most  philosophic  quality  of  preach" 
ing,  but  the  quality  of  skillful  and  powerful  popular  presentation 
of  truth  to  the  human  heart  and  consciousness,  these  addresses 
are  good  food  for  all  minds. 

A  Trbatisb  of  the  Preparation  and  Dk livery  op  Sbr- 
MONS.f  There  is  a  fashion  in  books  as  in  other  things.  The  call 
for  a  particular  class  of  books  soon  creates  a  supply  of  them. 

*  Lecture  Room  TtUkt.  A  series  of  familiar  discourses  on  themes  of  general 
Christian  experience.  By  Hbnrt  Ward  Bbbohee.  Phonographically  reported 
by  T.  J.  Ellinwood.     New  York:  J.  B.  Ford  A  Ca,  89  Park  Row.     18Y0. 

f  A  TreatUe  of  the  Preparation  atid  Delivery  of  Sermorm,  By  John  A. 
Broadvs,  D.  D.,  LL.  O.,  Professor  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Greenville,  S.  C.  Philadelphia:  Smith,  English  &  Co.,  No.  28  North  Sixth 
street.    New  York ;  Sheldon  &  Co.,  600  Broadway. 
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The  strong  interest  awakened  a  few  years  since  in  the  study  of 
English  Philology,  produced  almost  simultaneously  a  number  of 
works  on  the  English  language.  There  seems  to  have  been  of 
late  a  similar  working  up  of  interest  in  the  department  of  hom- 
iletical  studies,  attested  by  such  works  as  those  of  Kidder,  Shedd, 
and  Hoppin,  and  others  of  a  more  popular  character. 

The  work  which  we  notice  is  one  of  the  last  we  have  seen  of  the 
fruits  of  this  homiletical  revival,  and,  to  judge  of  it  by  a  brief 
examination,  good  but  not  the  best ;  we  do  not  see  that  it  adds 
very  much  to  the  literature  of  the  subject.  It  shows  a  diligent 
reading  of  the  works,  and  especially  of  the  most  recent  works, 
on  Rhetoric  and  Honiletics,  but  it  contains  nothing  novel.  It  is 
written  in  a  popular  style,  and  its  remarks  are  generally  judicious, 
and  made  in  a  commendable  spirit.  The  treatment  of  the  subject 
of  Delivery  is  appreciative  and  useful;  its  value  however  is  not  en- 
hanced by  an  illustratipn  like  the  following :  ^'  A  really  good  man, 
in  preaching  at  aUniver8ity,,once  said, '  You  shut  your  eyes  to  the 
beauty  of  piety;  you  stop  your  eafs  to  the  calls  of  the  gospel: 
you  turn  your  back,'  Ac,  and  in  saying  it  shut  his  eyes,  stopped 
his  ears  with  his  fingers,  and  whirled  his  broad  back  into  view. 
Alas !  for  the  good  done  to  the  students  by  his  well-meant  sermon. 
In  '  suiting  the  action  to  the  word,'  he  '  o'erstepped  the  mod- 
esty of  nature.' " 

Periods  are  sometimes  carelessly  ended  with  an  "Ac,"  or 
**  etc.;"  and  the  parts  of  a  sentence  which  belong  together,  as  the 
subject  and  its  predicate,  the  substantive  and  its  qualificative,  are 
often  separated  unnecessarily,  which  blemishes  of  style  should 
not  occur  in  a  work  that  specially  treats  of  the  methods  of  good 
writing  and  speaking. 

HISTORY   AND   LITBBATUBB. 

First  Steps  in  English  Litbrature.* — We  took  up  this  book 
with  the  expectation  and  desire  of  saying  a  good  deal  in  its 
favor, — partly,  because  we  had  seen  it  spoken  of  in  hijjfh  terms  by 
journals  in  whose  criticisms  we  ordinarily  place  confidence,  and 
partly,  because  we  are  disposed  to  mention  approvingly  any  text- 
book treating  of  this  subject.     Not  that  we  have  a  lofty  idea  of 

*  Firtt  8Up»  in  EnglUh  Literature,  By  Abthur  Gilmak.  New  York: 
Hurd  <&  Houghton.     1870.     Svo.  pp.  281. 
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MaDuals  of  English  Literature,  or  of  the  benefit  that  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  them.  Bat  in  regard  to  this  particular  study,  it  seems 
to  us  that  the  public  mind  is  passing  through  what  for  want  of  a 
better  name  may  be  called  the  Early  English  period,  during 
which  men  will  talk  and  act  as  if  a  knowledge  of  our  literature 
could  be  gained  by  reading  histories  of  it,  and  not  by  reading  the 
literature  itself.  As  the  study  of  such  histories  is  the  quickest 
way  of  dispelling  this  delusion,  we  are  disposed  to  welcome  any 
addition  to  their  number ;  and  we  accordingly  hoped  to  find  this 
work,  though  not  of  a  good  kind,  yet  so  good  in  its  kind  as  to 
prepare  the  way  for  better  methods.  But  after  a  somewhat  ex- 
tensive acquaintance  with  manuals  of  English  Literature,  we  are 
reluctantly  compelled  to  say  that  this  is  the  most  thoroughly 
worthless  one  that  has  ever  fallen  under  our  observation.  The 
student  who  uses  it  will  take  some  steps  in  English  Literature,  it 
is  true,  but  they  will  be  steps  backward  and  not  forward. 

This  is  harsh  criticism,  but  it  is  unfortunately  just.  The  book, 
as  regards  its  contentP,  is  nothing  but  a  compilation  of  the  ideas 
and  facts  contained  in  other  manuals,  the  facts,  in  addition,  being 
ill-arranged,  and  the  ideas  ill-expressed.  The  blunders  of  pre- 
vious text-books  are,  in  all  cases  where  the  space  admits  of  it, 
carefully  retained,  and  a  legion  of  new  ones  inserted.  There  can 
not  be  found  on  a  single  page  the  least  evidence  of  original  inves- 
tigation. Not  only  are  the  facts  picked  up  at  second-hand,  but 
the  criticisms  are  also,  and  generally  they  are  taken  from  men 
whose  critical  opinions  are  in  themselves  worthless.  Indeed,  if 
there  is  anywhere  anything  peculiarly  absurd  that  anybody  has 
ever  uttered,  it  is  wonderful  to  see  how  successful  the  compiler  of 
this  manual  has  been  in  ferreting  it  out,  and  how  careful  he  has 
been  to  incorporate  it  in  his  text. 

The  division  of  the  language  is  probably  original ;  tbe  titles 
given  to  the  subdivisions,  and,  to  some  extent,  the  subdivisions 
themselves,  mast  certainly  be  so  ;  for  it  required  more  ignorance 
than  ordinarily  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  this  subject  to  pro- 
duce the  ones  here  given.  The  language  is  divided  into  two 
great  periods.  '^Immature  English,''  extending  from  an  indefi- 
nite time  in  the  past  to  the  year  1658,  and  "  Mature  English " 
extending  from  that  year  to  the  present  day.  The  names  given  to 
the  subdivisions  of  the  former  period  are  worth  preserving  as  a 
curiosity.  What  most  men  are  content  to  call  Anglo-Saxon,  our 
author,  following  a  few  late  writers  in  Great  Britain,  calls  Original 

VOL.  xiox.  47 
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English ;  thoagh  tlie  same  style  of  reasoning  would  lead  us  to  call 
Latin  and  Italian  by  the  same  name.  Semi-Saxon  appears  here  as 
Broken  English,  Old  English  as  Dead  English,  and  Middle 
English  as  Reviving  English.  The  subdivisions  of  the  second 
period  are  in  the  main  as  misleading  and  incorrect  as  the  titles 
applied  to  the  first  are  absurd. 

But  vicious  as  is  the  plan  of  the  work,  the  execution  of  it  is  far 
worse.  The  writer  has  no  idea  whatever  of  perspective,  and  in 
the  confused  jumble  here  presented  no  student  could  form  an  idea 
of  the  relative  literary  importance  of  any  author,  or  of  any 
period.  Tried  by  a  mathematical  measurement,  the  account  of 
Donne  takes  up  more  space  than  that  of  Shakespeare,  and  Isaac 
Watts  has  three  times  as  much  room  as  is  assigned  to  Pope, 
though  the  latter  here  gives  his  name  to  a  separate  age.  The 
book,  moreover,  swarms  with  the  grossest  errors ;  hardly  a  page 
is  free  from  them.  Confining  ourselves  mainly  to  the  more  cele- 
brated authors,  the  story  of  Chaucer's  imprisonment  and  flight, 
always  suspicious  and  now  exploded,  is  here  set  down  as  a  fact, 
and  we  have  the  additional  information,  not  hitherto  known  to 
the  world,  that  in  religious  matters  the  poet  was  much  influenced 
by  W  ycliffe,  and  promoted  his  doctrines.  In  Spenser,  it  is  stated 
that  in  the  first  book  of  his  great  poem  we  are  introduced  to  the 
court  of  the  Fairy  Queen,  though  it  would  probably  puzzle  the 
author  to  mention  the  canto  or  verse  where  an  account  of  this  in- 
troduction is  given.  In  Shakespeare,  a  fanciful  idea  of  the  Rev. 
Charles  Wordsworth,  that  the  Bible  exerted  the  greatest  forma- 
tive and  guiding  influence  upon  the  mind  of  the  dramatist,  is  here 
laid  down  as  an  undoubted  fact.  In  Milton,  his  two  sonnets 
entitled.  The  Nightingale  and  On  the  Late  Massacre  in  Pied- 
mont, are  spoken  of  as  odes,  while  his  noblest  prose  work, 
Areopagiticay  or  Speech  for  the  Liberty  of  VtUicensed  Printing, 
is  repiesented  as  being  two  separate  works,  and  in  addition* 
Areopagitica  appears]  as  Areopa{/ita.  In  Dryden,  T%e  Conquee 
of  Grenada  is  classed  among  his  prose  works,  though  there  is  not 
a  single  line  of  prose  in  both  parts  of  the  play,  which  are  not 
only  written  in  verse  but  in  rhyme.  In  a  similar  manner  his 
Spanish  Friar  and  Marriage  orlorMode  are  spoken  of  as  prose» 
though  they  are  prose  in  the  same  sense  that  the  Merchant  of 
Venice  is — that  is,  poetry  with  prose  conversations  occasionally  in- 
troduced. On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  the 
Pericles  and  Aspasia  of  Walter  Savage  Landor,  which  used  to  be 
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prose,  has,  according  to  this  manual,  become  poetry.  DeQuincey 
is  said  to  belong  to  the  Lake  School,  though  it  has  been  hereto- 
fore understood  that  Lake  School  was  the  designation  of  a  school 
of  poets,  and  not  of  prose  writers.  In  the  account  of  coffee- 
houses, Dryden  is  represented  as  seated  in  the  chair  by  the  fire- 
side, and  surrounded  by  "  such  men  as  Wycherley,  Gay,  Addison 
and  others  of  the  wits  of  the  time."  As  Dryden  died  in  1700, 
and  Gay  was  born  in  1688,  the  latter  must  have  been  an  exceed- 
ingly precocious  youth.  But  errors  of  this  sort,  and  of  all  sorts, 
are  so  numerous,  that  the  mind  is  embarrassed  in  selection  by  the 
very  abundance. 

A  happy  equilibrium  has,  however,  been  preserved  between  the 
sins  of  commission  and  those  of  omission.  One  of  the  leading,  if 
not  the  leading  author  of  the  Old  English  Period,  Robert  of 
Gloucester,  is  not  mentioned  at  all.  Of  later  writers  there  is  no 
account  of  Shirley,  Webster,  and  Massinger  among  the  dramat- 
ists, not  to  speak  of  numerous  others ;  nor  later  still,  of  Sir 
Thomas  Browne,  of  Robert  Herrick,  or  Andrew  Marvell.  It  may 
be  said  there  was  no  room  for  all.  But,  then,  why  insert  accounts 
of  authors  inferior  to  these  both  in  ability  and  in  reputation, 
especially  when  the  names  of  some  of  those  omitted  appear  in 
other  parts  of  the  work  ?  Still,  pardoning  all  this,  what  are  we  to 
think  of  an  account  of  later  English  literature,  which  puts  in  Poe 
and  leaves  out  Keats  ?  We  echo  the  question  of  Matthew 
Arnold,  From  what  race  of  Hyrcanian  tigers  did  our  author 
spring? 

It  is  in  no  spirit  of  unkindness  that  we  tell  the  compiler  of  this 
manual  that  it  will  never  do.  Text-books,  above  all,  should  be 
accurate,  and  it  would  not  only  be  unfair  to  the  public,  but  it 
would  in  the  end  be  no  advantage  to  the  author  himself  to  speak 
of  this  in  any  other  manner  than  it  deserves.  A  trustworthy 
account  of  English  Literature  can  never  be  produced  except  at 
the  price  of  long  years  of  toilsome  research  and  careful  thought ; 
and  the  smaller  the  scale  the  more  difficult  will  it  be  to  execute  it 
well.  The  time  has  gone  T)y,  if  it  ever  existed,  when  text-books 
of  this  kind  could  be  pitch-forked  together,  as  this  has  been,  at 
the  cost  of  a  few  weeks  or  months  of  labor.  We  commend  to  the 
author  the  following  extract  from  his  own  work,  which  may  be 
taken  as  a  fair  sample  of  his  style,  and  upon  which  no  comment 
is  needed : 
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"  The  march  of  iotellig«nce  in  th«  United  States  daring  thb  period  hai  neTer 
been  paralleled,  and  conld  hardly  have  been  oonoeiyed  by  the  wisiwt  of  any  pre- 
yioufl  centnry.  This  remarkable  increase  of  intelligence  has  caused  a  notable  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  readers,  and  in  the  arerage  knowledge  of  the  people  in 
France.  England,  and  the  United  States  daring  the  present  period.  There  has 
also  been  an  increase  of  the  number  of  thinkers  in  these  lands,  bat  the  latter 
class  by  no  means  increases  in  an  equal  ratio  with  the  former.  It  is  necessary  to 
bear  this  fact  constantly  in  mind  as  we  scrutiniae  the  derelopment  of  our  age  in 
literary  affairs." 

There  is  incladed  in  this  manual  a  bibliography  of  the  **  best 
editions  ^  of  English  authors.  No  more  need  be  said  of  it  tban 
that  it  is  a  fitting  companion-piece  to  the  account  of  the  literature. 
It  will  be  a  very  safe  guide,  however,  wherever  only  one  edition 
of  a  work  has  been  published. 

Manuals  op  Ancient  Histobt.*  A  sufficiently  copious,  ac- 
curate, and  well-digested  history  of  the  great  empires  of  antiquity, 
anterior  to  Greece,  which  shall  also  include  what  is  known  of  the 
Sanscrit-speaking  Hindoos,  has  long  been  a  desideratum  of  the  stu- 
dent. In  German,  there  is  the  learned  work  of  Duncker,  in  which 
are  summed  up,  with  clearness  and  fiAimess,  the  results  of  scholarly 
investigation  in  this  broad  field  of  oriental  reseach.  The  course 
of  y  cient  history  is  distinctly  traced  by  this  Author,  so  that  the 
student  has  before  him  the  condensed  products  of  modern  study 
in  this  department,  to  the  different  branches  of  which  so  many 
zealous  students  'have  been,  of  late,  devoted.  In  English,  we 
have  no  work  corresponding  in  merit  to  Duncker ;  none  to  rival 
it  in  critical  ability  or  in  judgment  or  erudition ;  although  all  of 
his  conclusions  are,  by  no  means,  to  be  admitted,  especially  when 
he  treats  of  Hebrew  history.  Smith's  Ancient  History  is  a  work 
of  considerable  value.  Rawlinson's  "  Pive  Great  Monarchies  "  is 
one  of  the  more  recent  fruits  of  English  scholarship ;  and  now  we 
have  from  Rawlinson  a  briefer  "  Manual  of  Ancient  History,"  ex- 
tending from  the  earliest  times  to  the  division  of  the  Roman 
Empire.     It  is  based,  as  to  plan,  upon  the  meritorious  work  of 

*  A  MawujJ,  of  Ancient  Hintcry,  From  the  earliest  times  to  the  fall  of  the 
Western  Empire.  By  Gkobge  Rawltnson,  M.  M.,  Camden  Professor  of  Ancient 
History  in  the  University  of  Oxford.    Oxford :  1869,     1  vol.  Svo.,  pp.  668. 

A  Manual  of  the  Ancient  HiHory  of  the  Satt  to  the  Commencement  of  the 
Median  Ware.  By  Francois  L'Gnormant,  sub-librarian  of  the  Imperial  Insti- 
tute of  France,  and  E.  Chivallibb,  member  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  Lon- 
don.    Philadelphia :  J.  B.  Lippincott  dip  Co.    1870.    2  yola    pp.895. 
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Heeren.  Its  bibliographical  information  is  valuable  to  the  student ; 
but  here  we  notice  striking  defects.  For  example,  there  is  no 
mention  of  Duncker,  so  far  as  we  have  observed ;  and  from  a 
passage  respecting  Heeren,  in  the  preface,  we  should  conclude  that 
Duncker  is  unknown  to  the  Author.  The  chief  defect  of  the  work 
is  the  failure  to  distinguish,  in  Egyptian  and  Assyrian  history  in 
particular,  between  what  is  established  and  what  is  disputed  or 
fairly  disputable.  A  writer  in  the  July  number  of  the  Edinburgh 
Review  has  taken  Rawlinson  to  task  for  his  inaccurac  es,  but  has 
pushed  his  charges  somewhat  beyond  the  bounds  of  justice  ;  or, 
rather,  writes  from  the  stand-point  of  an  extreme  historical  skep- 
ticism. At  the  same  time  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Rawlinson 
does  not  bring  a  more  accurate  criticism  to  those  portions  of  an- 
cient history  which  most  of  all  require  this  treatment.  The  work 
of  L'Enormant  and  Chevallier  is  full,  readable,  and  probably,  in 
the  main,  trustworthy ;  yet  not  iree  from  the  fault  just  pointed 
out  in  RaT^inson.  In  the  English  translation  of  L'Enormant,  the 
Arabians  are  left  out,  on  account  of  objections  to  this  portion 
of  the  work  which  proceed  from  the  school  of  Rawlinson.  This, 
we  think,  was  unwise.  It  leaves  the  book  incomplete.  The  type 
in  which  the  American  edition  of  L'Enormant  is  printed  is  incon- 
veniently and  inexcusably  small. 

Thb  Life  of  Arthur  Taj»pan.*  This  is  "  a  round  unvar- 
nish'd  tale "  of  the  life  of  '*  one  who  feared  God  and  eschewed 
evil."  It  does  not  praise,  for  in  such  a  life  deeds  only  are  elo* 
quent.  Arthur  Tappan  belonged  to  a  class  of  simple-hearted,  self- 
centered  men,  who  do  not  seek  reputation  but  seek  to  do  right  at 
whatever  cost.  We  have  entered  into  the  fruits  of  his  labors, 
who  were  perhaps  not  always  ready  to  recognize  his  worth.  The 
subsoil  plough  that  has  ripped  open  the  hard  earth  and  made  pos- 
sible the  precious  harvest,  is  too  often  cast  aside  and  forgot.  The 
story  of  his  life  is  familiar  to  all,  certainly  in  this  region.  Its 
details  are  few,  but  in  the  view  of  late  events  and  of  truth,  truly 
grand.  The  sum  of  his  gifts  to  philanthropic  objects  is  modestly 
told  by  one  who  knew  best ;  and  to  him  belongs  the  praise,  in  the 
words  of  Gerrit  Smith,  of  being  the  first  man  in  this  country  "  to 
make  use  of  money  in  large  sums  for  benevolent  objects."  And 
he  was  first  in  many  good  things.     He  was  president  of  the  Amer- 

*  Tht  Life  of  Arthur  Tappan.  New  York:  Hard  dt  Houghton.  Caml)ridg« : 
Biverside  Preiis.    1870. 
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lean  Anti-Slavery  Society ;  he  helped  found  the  Colonization 
Society  (which  he  was  first  to  leave  when  he  thought  it  left  first 
principles),  the  Bible  Society,  the  Tract  Society,  the  American 
Education  Society,  Oberlin  College,  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, and  other  good  things,  which,  though  they  have  not  all 
followed  precisely  in  the  direction  which  he  gave  them,  have  been 
great  powers  in  the  country  and  the  world.  His  gifts  during  the 
years  of  his  business  prosperity  flowed  like  fructifying  streams  in 
all  directions,  often  with  a  nbbeless  flow,  making  glad  but  con- 
cealing their  source.  The  great  lesson  of  his  life  was  courage  to 
do  right  whatever  the  consequences.  The  clear  grit  of  the  man 
was  told  in  the  short  answer  he  gave  to  his  business  friends  who 
were  solicitous  to  aid  him  out  of  his  heavy  pecaniary  difficulties. 
*'  You  demand  that  I  shall  cease  my  anti-slavery  labors,  give  up 
my  connection  with  the  anti-slavery  society,  and  make  some  apol- 
ogy and  recantation — I  wiU  be  hung  first  /"  Those  who  have 
seen  him  in  his  later  years  as  a  courteous  and  gentle  old  man, 
reticent  and  grave  it  is  true,  but  living  tranquilly  in  the  shade 
of  an  affectionate  home  circle,  shrinking  from  notoriety,  and  evi- 
dently dwelling  in  daily  communion  with  God  and  higher  thoughts* 
could  hardly  believe  that  this  was  he  who  was  branded  and 
mobbed,  who  was  despised  and  hated,  who  sacrificed  fortune  and 
had  a  price  set  on  his  head,  in  the  days  of  anti-slavery  agitation. 
The  naiTative  of  his  early  days,  and  of  the  quaint  and  rigid 
manners  of  old  Puritan  society,  as  well  as  glimpses  of  later  years, 
through  the  sketches  of  his  daughter,  are  highly  interesting. 
Letters  of  Whittier,  Schuyler  Colfax,  and  William  Lloyd  Gar- 
rison, especially  the  last  (on  p.  390),  are  valuable  additions,  and 
speak  well  for  the  writers. 

The  Coup  d'ETAT  of  Napoleon  IIL*  M.  Tenot  has  written 
what  seems  a  trustworthy  narrative  of  the  events  attending  that 
usurpation  of  power  on  the  part  Louis  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  which 
had  the  effect  to  stifle  freedom  in  France  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  to  inflict  an  injury  upon  the  intellectual  and  moral  life  of  the 
French  people,  for  which  no  amount  of  material  prosperity  can 
compensate.    Now  that  the  career  of  the  successful  adventurer 

*  Parifl  b  December,  1861,  or  The  Coap  d'Btat  of  Napoleon  IIL  By  Eugdne 
Tenot,  Editor  of  the  *'  Si^cle/'  <&c  Translated  from  the  18th  French  edition, 
with  many  original  notes,  by  S.  W.  Adams  and  A.  H.  Bbaicdon.  New  ToA  '• 
Hurd  <&  Houghton,  1S7U.  Svo.  pp.  860. 
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who  has  ruled  France  for  almost  a  generation,  has  been  brought 
to  a  stop  by  the  war  which  he  precipitately  kindled,  a  fresh  curi- 
osity is  awakened  in  regard  to  the  steps  of  perfidy  and  cruelty  by 
which  he  attained  his  elevation.  M.  Tenot  writes  in  a  dispassion- 
ate tone,  and  apparently  without  any  attempt  to  give  a  party  co- 
loring to  his  recital.  Incidentally,  as  well  as  directly,  he  conveys 
much  information  respecting  the  public  men  who  have  figured 
prominently  in  French  politics  for  the  last  forty  years. 

Mrs.  Willson's  "Adventures  of  the  126th  Regiment  New 
York  Sti.te  Volunteers,"* — We  welcome  every  instance  of  sea- 
sonable care  taken  to  collect  information  in  a  permanent  form  re- 
garding the  late  war,  and  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  men 
by  whose  endurance  and  valor  it  was  carried  on  to  success.  Be- 
sides those  conspicuous  facts  which  will  find  a  place  in  formal  his- 
tory, numberless  incidents  of  the  struggle  and  personal  details 
which  deserve  to  be  recorded,  as  growing  more  significant  and 
interesting  with  time,  are  now  within  the  reach  of  compilers,  as 
they  cannot  be  a  few  years  later.  The  traditions,  associations,  and 
partialities  of  particular  regiments  furnish  motives  and  facilities 
for  such  works  relating  to  their  own  services  and  members.  The 
volume  Jbefore  us  is  an  admirable  example  of  what  may  be  done 
in  this  direction.  We  congratulate  the  126th  Regiment  N.  Y.  S. 
Volunteers,  on  having  such  a  memorial  of  their  three  years'  ser- 
vice, and  on  the  spirit  that  must  have  pervaded  them  as  a  body, 
first  to  make  their  career  worthy  of  this  record,  and  then  to  issue 
a  record  so  worthy  of  their  career,  * 

The  first  half  of  the  book  is  a  history  of  the  services  and  for- 
tunes of  the  Regiment  from  its  organization  till  it  was  disbanded 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  Mrs,  Willson's  accomplished  pen  was  al- 
ready known  to  us  in  other  productions,  and  here  it  has  been  ised 
in  a  patriotic  and  loving  labor.  The  narration  is  clear  and  lively, 
and  the  style  graceful.  The  military  movements  described  are 
made  the  more  intelligible  by  pictures  and  drawings  of  their  local- 
ities. Portraits  of  some  of  the  officers  are  interspersed.  We  hap- 
pen to  have  been  cognizant  of  the  pains  the  author  has  conscien- 

*  Disaater,  StrvggUy  Triumph. — The  adveotnres  of  1000  Boys  in  Blue,  from 
August,  1862,  to  June,  1866.  By  Mrs.  Arabella  M.  Willson,  author  of  "  lires 
of  the  Mrs.  Judsons*'  <&&,  dire.  Dedicated  to  the  126th  Regiment  of  New  York 
State  Volunteers.  With  an  Appendix  containing  a  Chronological  Record  of  the 
principal  events  in  the  History  of  the  Regiment.    Albany :  1870.    Svo.,  pp.  690. 
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tiously  bestowed  in  stadying  and  arranging  the  mass  of  materials 
famished  by  the  '*  historical  oommitlee,"  especially  soldiers*  journals 
and  letters.  She  has  herself  properly  described  her  task  in  this 
department : — **  For  more  than  a  year  we  have  followed  the  for- 
tunes of  this  Regiment,  examining  for  the  purpose  every  docu- 
ment, printed  and  manuscript,  within  our  reach ;  sparing  no  labor 
of  research ;  writing  and  re-writing  again  and  again,  as  fresh  ma. 
terials  came  to  hand,  the  simple  story,  whicli  we  now,  with  min- 
gled hopes  and  fears,  commit  to  the  public." 

Besides  the  elements  of  interest  in  all  military  history,  one  of 
an  exciting  quality  is  made  prominent  in  the  fortunes  of  this  regi- 
ment. "Disaster,'*  as  well  as  **struggle"  and  "  triumph,"  might  well 
be  expected  among  the  vicissitudes  of  war,  but  in  their  case  dis- 
aster seemed  premature  and  peculiariy  disheartening.  In  the  out- 
set, as  yet  inexperienced,  it  was  their  misfortune  to  be  stationed 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  to  have  part  in  the  insufficient  defence  of 
Maryland  Heights.  The  remembered  surrender  of  those  places 
was  not  only  disastrous  but  discreditable  to  our  arms.  This  was 
one  of  the  regiments  then  made  prisoners  and  parolled.  Thus 
early  they  had  to  spend  two  months  in  inactivity  at  Chicago  before 
being  exchanged.  Worse  than  this,  they  had  to  bear  the  asper- 
sion, from  certain  witnesses,  and  even  from^superior  governmental 
authority,  of  panic  and  flight  on  Maryland  HeightSy  without  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard  in  their  own  vindication.  It  seemed 
incredible  to  those  who  knew  the  good  material  of  this  regiment. 
Of  course  we  cannot  go  into  such  a  question  here,  but  the  reader 
of  this  work,  we  think,  will  find  reason  for  discrediting  those  wit- 
nesses, and  for  putting  the  responsibility  for  the  surrender  of  these 
places  on  "  the  stupidity  or  faithlessness  "  of  Col.  Miles,  who  there 
commanded  this  and  other  regiments.  He  will  find  proof  too  that 
these  men,  recruited  as  they  were,  did  good  service  even  in  that 
field,  and  need  not  be  avshamed  of  their  record  when  fully  exhib- 
ited. And  it  would  seem  as  if  a  censure  which  they  felt  to  be  un- 
just the  more  stimulated  their  zeal  on  many  subsequent  occasions. 
At  Gettysburg,  and  in  many  a  sharp  action,  as  part  of  the  **  Army 
of  the  Potomac,"  they  made  their  name  beyond  doubt  honorable 
and  created  a  regimental  pride  which  has  produced  this  memorial. 
Their  losses  of  officers  and  men  make  a  record  for  them  at  once 
sad  and  glorious. 

The  latter  half  of  the  volume,  in  smaller  type,  is  occupied  with 
the  "Chronological  Record"  and  "Biographical  aketches"  pre- 
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pared  by  the  Committee  of  the  Regiment,  whose  diligence  and 
patience  in  gathering  and  arranging  so  great  a  mass  of  materials 
are  above  all  praise.  These  condensed  pages  are  really  so  many 
"  Soldiers'  Monuments,"  with  the  most  ample  inscriptions,  both  for 
the  fallen,  and  for  their  surviving  comrades.  We  commend  them 
to  all  who  study  the  literature  of  the  war,  as  showing  how  much 
an  intelligent  and  spirited  regiment  may  do  in  honor  of  its  mem- 
bers. To  those  families  who  find  here  the  history  of  their  dead, 
there  is  no  need  of  our  commendation  to  make  this  history  a 
household  book. 

The  mechanical  execution  of  the  volume  is  most  suitable  and 
attractive,  particular  ly  Mrs.  Willson's  narrative,  which  is  in  a  type 
that  these  "  Boys  in  Blue "  will  like  to  read  when  they  become 
veterans.  We  wish  there  may  be  many  like  contributions  to  our 
national  history, 

Dantb  Gabbisl  RosETn's  Pobms*  come  to  us  heralded  by  the 
applause  of  eminent  poets  and  practiced  critics  as  worthy  of  the 
admiring  homage  of  all  who  shall  read  them.  They  are  anything 
but  common  place  imitations  of  any  of  the  modem  schools.  There  is 
great  power  of  diction,  clearness,  and  daring  imagery  and  intensity 
of  passion,  and  earnestness  of  devotion.  All  these  are  so  conspicu- 
ous in  single  poems  as  to  compel  our  admiration.  We  should  not 
dare  to  assert  that  the  diction  is  never  abrupt  and  obscure — that 
the  imagery  is  not  extravagant — that  the  passion  is  not  sustained, 
whether  it  takes  the  form  of  sentiment  or  serious  desire — and  that 
the  religion  drags  heaven  nearer  to  earth  more  than  it  elevates 
earth  to  heaven.  With  these  suggestions  we  add  our  testimony, 
to  that  of  other  admiring  critics, 

*  Poems,    By  Damtk  Gabrixl  Rosbtti.    BoBtoo :  Roberta  Brothers.    1870, 
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RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

THKOLOOIOAL  AHD  RKUaiOU& 

Rome  and  the  CoancU  in  the  Nineteenth  Centary.  Bj  Felix  Bon^ner.  TraDS- 
Uted  from  the  French.  With  additions  by  the  author.  Edinburgh :  T.  A  T. 
Clark,  George  street  1870.  For  sale  by  Scribner,  Welford  <b  Co.,  664  Broad- 
way, New  Tork,  [A  trenchant  survey  of  the  present  position  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  a  vigorous  discussion  of  the  character  and  effects  of  the 
new  dogma.]     8vo.    pp.  828. 

An  examination  of  the  Utilitarian  Philosophy.  By  the  late  John  Grote,  B.  D., 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  and  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  Univenity 
of  Cambridge.  Edited  by  Joseph  Bickersteth  Hayer,  M.  A.,  late  Fellow  of  91. 
John's  College,  Cambridge.  Cambridge:  Deighton,  Bell  dip  Co.  1870.  8vo. 
pp.  862. 

An  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament.  By  Frederick  Bleek.  Edited  by  J. 
F.  Bleek.  Translated  from  the  German  by  the  Rev.  William  Urwick,  M.  A 
Edinburgh  :  T.  <b  T.  Clark.  For  sale  by  Scribner,  Welford  <b  Ca,  Broadway, 
New  York.    (2  vols.    8vo.) 

mtCELLANXOUS. 

Companions  of  my  Solitude.  By  Arthur  Phelps,  author  of  ^  Friends  in  Oono- 
oil,"  dl(c.  From  the  seventh  London  Edition.  Boston :  Roberta  Brothers.  1870. 
8vo.     pp.  276. 

The  Choice  of  Paris ;  a  Romance  of  the  Fronde.  By  S.  G.  W.  Benjamin,  au- 
thor of  "  The  Turk  and  the  Greek."  New  York :  Hurd  k  Houghton,  187a 
8vo.    pp.  884. 

Superstition  and  Force :  Essays  on  the  Wager  of  Law — ^the  Wager  of  Battle— 
the  Ordeal— Torture.  By  Henry  C.  Lea.  Second  Edition.  Revised.  Philadd- 
phia:     Henry  C.  Lea.     1870. 

The  Life  and  Correspendence  of  Thomas  Arnold.  By  Arthur  Penrhyn  Stanley, 
M.  A.,  Regius  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History  in  the  University  of  Oxford. 
Two  volumes  in  one.  Boston :  Fields,  Osgood  ^  Ca  1870.  8vo.  pp.  878  and 
ix.;  400. 

The  Women  of  Israel.  By  Grace  Aguilar.  New  York:  Appleton  A  Co. 
(2  vols.     8vo.    pp.  270,  886.) 

Ancient  History ;  or,  the  Old  States  and  Empires.  For  Colleges  and  Schools. 
By  John  Lord,  LL.D.  New  York:  Charles  Scribner  dip  Co.  1870.  8vo.  pp. 
646. 

Coningsby;  or,  the  New  Generation.  By  Hon.  Benjamin  D^IsraelL  New 
York:     Appleton  A  Co.     1870. 

The  Young  Duke.  By  Hon.  Benjamin  D'Israell  New  York:  Appleton  k  Co. 
1870. 

Maternity:    A  popular  treatise  for  young  wives  and  mothejs.    By  Tullio 
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Sozzarra  Verdi,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  New  York:  J.  6.  Ford 
<b  Co.     1870. 

Geology  and  Physical  Geography  of  Brazil.  By  Charles  Frederick  Hartt,  Pro- 
fessor of  Geology  in  Cornell  Uniyersity.  With  illustrations  and  maps.  Boston  : 
Fields,  Osgood  A  Co.     1870     8vo.  pp.  620. 

The  Young  Lady's  Guide— Papers  for  Thoughtful  Girls.  By  Sarah  Tytler. 
American  Tract  Society,  150  Nassau  street.  New  York  City.     12mo.  pp.  468. 

Woman — Her  Dignity  and  Sphere.  By  a  Lady.  American  Tract  Society, 
150  Nassau  street,  New  York  City.    pp.  808. 

The  Young  Woman — Her  Present  Prospects.  By  a  Father.  American  Tract 
Society,  150  Nassau  street,  New  York  City.    pp.  57. 

Successful  Preaching.  Addresses  by  Rev.  Drs.  John  Hall,  T.  L.  Cuyler,  and 
H.  W.  Beecher,  to  Theological  Students.  American  Tract  Society,  New  York 
City.    pp.  62. 

The  Family  Christian  Almanac.  American  Tract  Society,  160  Nassau  street. 
New  York  City. 

The  True  Unity  of  Christ's  Church.  By  S.  S.  Schmuoker,  D.  D.  New  York: 
A.  D.  F.  Randolph  A  Co.    12mo.     1870.    pp.  262. 

The  Celebration  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiflieth  Anniyersary  of  the  primi- 
tive Organization  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  in  Franklin,  Con- 
necticut,  October  14,  1868.    8vo.  pp.  151. 

Margaret.  A  Tale  of  the  Real  and  the  Ideal  Blight  and  Bloom.  By  Sylvester 
Judd.    Boston:  Roberts  Brothers.    12mo.    pp.401. 

Misunderstood.  By  Florence  Mpntgomery.  New  York:  A.  D.  F.  Randolph. 
&  Co.    12mo.    pp.  800. 
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InditpemabU  to  all  desirous  of  being  veil  informed  on  the  great  tubjeeit  of 

the  day. 

1.  The  Edinburgh  Review. 

This  is  the  oldest  of  the  series.  lo  its  main  features  it  still  follows  in  the 
path  marked  oat  by  Brougham,  Jeffrey,  Sydney  Smith,  and  Lord  Holland,  its 
original  founders  and  first  contributors. 

2.  The  London  Quarterly  Review 

Which  commences  its  128th  volume  with  the  January  number,  was  set  on  foot 
as  a  rival  to  the  Edinburgh.  It  resolutely  maintains  its  opposition  in  politicsi 
and  shows  equal  rigor  in  its  literary  department. 

3-  The  Westminster  Review 

Has  just  closed  its  92d  volume.  In  point  of  literary  ability  this  Review  is  fast 
rising  to  a  level  with  its  competitors.  It  is  the  advocate  of  political  and  reli- 
gious liberalism. 

4  TJie  North  British  Review 

Now  in  its  61st  volume,  occupies  a  very  high  position  in  periodical  literatura. 
Passing  beyond  the  narrow  formalism  of  schools  and  parties,  it  appeals  to  a 
wider  range  of  sympathies  and  a  higher  integrity  of  oonviotion. 

5.  Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine 

Was  commenced  62  years  ago.  Equalling  the  Quarterlies  in  its  literary  and 
scientific  departments,  it  has  won  a  wide  reputation  for  the  narratives  and 
sketches  which  enliven  its  pages. 

TBm^s  Fon  isro. 

Per  ann. 

For  any  one  of  the  Reviews, $4.00 

For  any  two  of  the  Reviews, 7.00 

For  any  three  of  the  Reviews, 10.00 

For  all  four  of  the  Reviews, 12.00 

For  Blackwood's  Magazine, 4  00 

For  Blackwood  and  one  Review, y 7.00 

For  Blackwood  and  any  two  of  the  Reviews, 10.00 

For  Blackwood  and  three  of  the  Reviews, 18.00 

For  Blackwood  and  the  four  Reviews, 16.00 

Single  Numbers  of  a  Review,  $1,    Single  numbers  of  Blackwood,  86  centu 
Tke  Jievietos  are  published  Quarterly;  Blackwood s  Magazine  is. monthly.     Vol- 
umes commence  in  January, 

POSTAGE. 

The  PosTAOB  on  current  subsciptions  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  is  TwO 
OentS  a  number,  to  be  prepaid  at  the  office  of  delivery.  For  back  numbers  the 
postage  is  double. 

t^  The  January  numbers  will  be  printed  from  new  type,  and  arrangements 
have  been  made,  wnich,  it  is  hoped  will  secure  regular  and  e«rly  publication. 
THE  LEONARD  SCOTT  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 

140  Fulton  Street,  New  York, 

The  L.  S.  Pub.  Co.  also  publish  THE  FARMER'S  GUIDE  to  Sctentifio  and 
Practical  Agrioulture.  By  Hbnrt  Stsphkhs,  F.  R.  S.,  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  late 
J.  P.  Norton,  Professor  of  Scientific  Agriculture  in  Yale  College,  New  Haven. 
2  vols.  Royal  Octavo,  1600  pages  and  numerous  Engravings.  Pbiox$7 — 
by  MaU,  postpaid,  $8.  a  ^ 
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